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Academy  of  Fine  Arts,  Appeal  to  the  public  in 

behalf  of  221 

Agricultural  Society  formed  in  Eric  333 

AUentown  described  396 

American   Institute    of  Letters,   address    to    the 

public  3 

Appointments  112 

Alhenxum,  Report  of  103 

Auction  duties  at  Philadelphia,  1830  to  1833  208 

Auditor  General  Report,  and  Commiss.  of  Internal 

Improvement  fund  14 


Bache  A-   D    Experiments  with  steam  boats  on 

Ches.  and  Del.  canal 
Balloon  ascension  by  Mr.  Mills 
Bank  Girard,  See  Girard  B 
Bank  United  States,  removal  of  Deposits,  &c. 
Meeting  of  citizens  of  Philadelphia 
Treasury   drafts,  correspondence    re- 
specting 
Memorial  of  Philada.  Board  of  Trade  to 

Congress 
Memorial  of  Banks  of  City  and  County 

of  Chamber  Commerce 
Reasons  of  the  Sec  of  Treas.  for  remov- 
ing the  deposits  69 
Great  meeting  at  Musical  fund  hall  92 
Memorial  of  Mech.  Manuf.  and  trades,  of 

City  and  County  of  Philada,  79 

Correspondence  between   Secretary  of 

Treasury  and  collector  of  Philada.  107 

Agreement  between  Girard  Bank  and 
Secretary  of  Treasury  and  letter  of  the 
President  of  the  Bank  108 

Repoit  of  Committee  of  Finance,  Mr. 

Webster  Chairman.  113 

Report  of  the  Delegates  to  Washington, 

and  meeting  of  Citizens  at  Exchange     135 
Mr.  Binney's  speech  147  162 

Report  and  slate  of  the,  March  5th  158 

proceedingsof  Girard  Bank       191   108  176 
Report  of  Committeeof  Ways  and  Means 

to  Leg.  of  Penn.  (Keating,)  177    197 

Statements  of  the,       158  178  183  184  244 
Great  meeting  at  Statchouse  192 

report  to  Councils  on  lemoval  of  Depo- 
sits, showing  loss  to  the  city  219 
large  meeting  at  Musical  Fund  Hall  255 
Grand  Jubilee  at  Powelton                         282 
President's    Message  on    renominating 

Bank  Directors  298 

report  of  Committee  of  Finance  on  &c.    300 
report  of  Committee  of  Councils  of  their 

visit  to  Washington  392 

letter  from  Girard  Bank  giving  up  the 

deposits  304 

speech  of  Mr.  Robinson  in  Lej;.  308 

Report  of  majority  of  committee  of  in- 
vestigation 336 
Report  of  minority  of  do     342  378  386  407 
proceedings  of  State  convention  at  Har- 
risburg                                                    362 


Bank  United  States,  removal  of  Deposits  Sec. 

address  of  the  convention  to  the  people  365 
memorial  of  do  to  congress  377 

Banks  of  Penn.  liable  to  be  called  on  by  the  State 

for  5  per  cent.  202 

capital  notes  in  circulation  &c.         203 

New,  proposed  220 

New  York,  Safety  Fund  203 

Barron,  Commodore's  Pump  tried  and  approved       110 

Bell,  of  Germantown  Academy  reminiscences  of  48 

of  Meadville  College  ib. 

Binney,  Hon.  Horace  speech  on  removal  of  depo- 


Biographical  notices. 

Barnard,  Gen.  Isaac  D. 
Cox,  James! 
Little,  Andrew  Sen. 
Livingston,  Rev.   Gilbert  R. 
McLane,  Col.  Lewis 
Montgomery,  Rev.  James 
Peal,  John — old  settler 
Wallace,  Andrew 
Voder,  Jacob 

26  Blind,  exhibition  of  at  Harrisburg 

27  Bloomsburg,  weather  at 
Bradford  Co.  assorted  cargo  from 
Bridge  at  Robbstown  described 
Butler,  town  of  described 


304 
239 
128 
192 
142 
192 
206 

53 
295 

67 
288 
400 
111 

12 


17  369 

32 

336 

19 

91 

28 

161 

304 

384 

400 

238 

384 

369 

17 


Canals. 

Chesapeake  and  Del. 

Codorus  navigation  Co. 

Delaware  and  Raritan 

Experiment  with  Steamboat  on 

Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Compan}', 

Pennsylvania, 

and  Ohio 
Union 
Carlisle,  a  Grey  Eagle  shot  near 
Cargo,  an  assorted,  from  Bradford  Co. 
Cats,  sheep  killed  by 
Catterpillars,  numerous 
Chesapeake  and  Del.  Canal,  report 

Experiments  witli  steamboat 

Chester  Co.  large  product  of  cows  303 

Cabinet,  report  of  327 

slieep,  weights  of  368 

Statistics,  table  of  397 

Church,  Central  Presby.  described  143 

2d  Presby.  Dr.  Cuyler  installed  160 

Grace,  consecrated  192 

old  Swedes',  history  of  295 

Clearfield  Co.   described  78 

Cleaveland,  trade  of  13  65 

time  when  the  lake  opened,  1829  to 

1833,  compared  with  Buffalo  14 

Coal   Trade  of  1833,  vaiious  detailed  statements 

and  tables  respecting  39 

Delaware  Co.  state  of  its  afliiirs  127 

trade  and  Regions,  report  of  Committee  to 
Legislature  by  S.  Packer     185  193  209  228 
246  257  280  288 


Coal. 

from  Clearfield  Co.  descends  192 

the  different  fields  described  185  193 

tables  of  the  tr.ide  from  1820  to  1833  218 

number  of  shippers  from  Schuyl.Co.  in  1833   ib. 
used  in  Steamboats  240 

Table  showing   the   quantity   shipped   by 

each  person,  1825  to  1833.  260 

first   cargo  of  bituminous  sent  from  Clear- 
field to  Columbia  by  W.  Boyd  290 
Estimate  of  cost    of  delivering  coal  from 

Cle.irfield  at  Middletown  and  Philada.         291 
cost  offiom  Philipsburg  at  Philada.  293 

Lycoming  mines  described  ib. 

Cumberland  and  Wills  Cr.  mines  described     lb. 
Nova  Scotia  do  ib. 

Hichmond  and  James  River    do  ib. 

report   of  Board  of  Trade  to  coal  mining 

association  300 

operations  comparative  1833  and  1834  383 

of  Pine  Grove  400 

Codorus  Navigation  Co.  32 

Columbia  Kail  Uoad,  first  car  from  city  to   West 


Chester 
opening  of 


64 


Ice  breaks  up  at 
Earthquake  at 
Combustion,  Spontaneous  singular  instance 
Commerce  of  Philadelphia. 

Vessels  built  in  1829  to  1833 

arrivals  at  from  1786  to  1833 

Memorial  of  Chamber  of 

Report  of  board  of  I'rade 

Inspections  at 

Imports  and  exports 

export  of  Cotton  goods 

Flour  sent  to  Boston  in  1833. 

New  Exchange  opened 

"higli  change"  fi.Ked 
Condle,  D.  F.  address  to  Southwark  institute 
Convention,  Reform  at  Harrisburg 
proceedings  memorial 
State  at  do  proceedings 
Copyrights,  act  respecting 
Cotton  goods  exported  from  Philadelphia 
Currency,  derangement  of  the — papers,  meeting  &c 

(see  also  B.   U.   S.)    16  27  60  86  92 

69  79  137  146  ^6  198  204  219  244 

282  300  308  362  377  378  386. 

B 
Danville  and  Potlsville  Rail  Road,  report  to  Legis- 
lature 
Deer  killed  in  Mauch  Chunk 
Delaware  Co-  Statistics  of 
Del.  and  Hudson  Coal  Trade 
Deposits,  removal  of  (see  B.  U.  S.) 
Diseases  and  deaths  in  Philadelphia  183 
Dispensary,  Philada.  report 

Northern 
Dividends 

E 

Eagle,  a  grey,  shot  near  Carlisle  384 

Earthquake  at  Columbia  112 

Lancaster  128 

Marietta  ib. 

Easton,  snake  found  in  a  robins  throat  335 

A  mammoth  trout  at  416 

Education,  Girard  College,  report  on,  its  progress  8 

Report  of  Committee  of  Legislature, 

on  a  system  of  general  97 

Act  establisliing  do.  passed                100  235 

Circular  of  the  committee                     ,  122 

Letter  from  Rev.  George  Junkin,  on  123 

Chauncey  Colton  132 

Roberts  Vaux  146 


96  103 
12 
103 

32  304 


Education, 

Report  of  Controllers  of  public  schools  174 
Letter  from  Gov.   Marcey  and  J.  A. 

Dix  189 

Report  of  Society  for  support  and  es- 
tablishment of  Charity  Schools  190 
Professor  Johnson  Lecture  on  electri- 
city 208 
Letters  from  various  persons  in  answer 

to  committee  331  391 

Letter  from  O.  B.  Peers  410 

Letter  from  W.  R.  Johnson  412 

Erie  Lake,  free  from  ice  192  224  240 

Number  of  Steamboats  on  .  240 

Depth  of  harbor  304 

County  Agricultural  Society  formed       333 

Exchange  Company,  Philadelphia,  report  12 

Opened  208 

Time  of  high  change  fixed  238 

Account  of  several  exchanges  ib. 

Executions  public,  report  on  abolishing  4 

Act  to  abolish  399 

Expenditures  by  the  City  Commissioners  143 


Fayette  County,  the  first  paper  in  the  west,  made 

in  224 

Finances  of  the  state             "  14  224 

Fire  at  Philadelpliia  32 

Fires  at  Philadelphia  in  1833  91 

Wm.  Penn  Steamboat  :  159 

Firemen's  parade  208 

Franklin  Institute,  annual  report  of  76 

French  Creek,  first  canal  boat  on  304 

Frost,  early  399 


Gas  Light,  plan  and  cost  of  lighting  by  Towers     55 
Germantown,  remarkable  weather  at  336 

Engines  go  to  a  fire  at,  from  Phila- 
delphia 413 
Girard  Bank,  agreement  with  Secretary  of  Treasu- 
ry about  deposits  and  of  J.  Schott, 
Esq.  President  103 
Statement  of  its  affairs  173 
Opinion  of  J.  M-  Scott  and  J.  R.  In- 
gersoll   on  the  charter  of,    as  to 
votes  of  Stockholders  176 
Proceedings  of  the  Stockholders  in 

relation  to  the  deposits  191  192 

Letter  to  the  Stockholders,  deposits 
to  be  given  up  in  July  1,  304 

Girard  College,  report   of  Architect,   on  its   pro- 

gress  8 

Report  of  Building  Committee  38 

Two  plans  of,  ordered  85 

Girard  Legacy,  General  statement  of  the  concerns 
per  24th  Section  of  the  Will, 
showing  receipts,  expenditure. 


Ordinance      proposed      devoting 

glOOOO  for  improving  city 
Report  on  land  in  Erie  county 
Auditors   appointed  by  Orphans' 
Court  to  adjust  Executors    ac- 
counts 

H 


36 


Hail  storms 

Harrisburg,  Meteorological  tables 


413 

53  111  132  234 
400  414 

Stat^  Convention  at  362 

Historical    Society,  publishes  Campanius's,   New 

Sweden  112 

Officers  of  ib. 


INDEX. 


I&  J 

Ice  Company,  Philadelphia,  Report  of  48 

Houses,  New  mode  of  building  51 

Independence,  Ueclaration  of,  letter  from  Thomas 
Jefferson  designating  the  house 
where  written  63 

Indigent  Widows  Society,  Report  of  62 

Inspectors  of  salted  provisions  64 

Flour,  meal,  bark,  80 

Internal  Improvement  Fund,   Report  of  Commis- 
sioners 16 
and  Navigation,  Report  of 
Commissioners    on     the 
Danville   and   Pottsville 
Rail  Road                             108 
Inland  Navigation,  Report  of  Committee  of              129 
Jubilee,  Grand  Whig,  at  Powelton                            282 

K 

Keating,  W.  H.,  Report  on  Currency  of  the 
State  177  198 

Kensington,  Commissioners'  Hall,  first  meeting  of 
Commissioners  in,  and  address  of  President  63 

Kittanning  and  Brookville  State  Road  384 


La  Fayette,  death  of,  and  proceedings  of  Council, 

on  415 

Lancaster,  Earthquake  at  128 

Lands,  Unpatented,  report  of  Board  of  property 

on  65 

Tabular  list  of  66 

Titles,  History  of,  in  Pennsvlvania         314  319 
321  354  270 
Scheme  of  a  Lottery  for  314 

Respecting  improvements  319 

Office,  practice  and  customs  of,  1765  till  re- 
volution 320 
Opening  of  1768                                    354 
Law  respecting  improvements                         355 
Warrants  370 
Law  Cases,Report  on  abolishing  executions  4 
Resolutions  of  Pittsburg  bar  in  relation 
to  the  Supreme  Court  and  a  state  re- 
porter 9 
Ordinance  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia 

organising  anew  police  ib. 

Presentment  of  Grand  Juries  on  visits  to 

prisons  being  prohibited  11 

Message  of  Governor  Wolf  in  relation  to 

the  Supreme  Court  94 

Memorial  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 

Court  on  a  new  oiganization  ot  it  95 

Thomas  Sergeant  appointed  Jude  of  Su- 
preme Court  96 
Archibald  Bandal  Judge  of   Common 

Pleas  ib. 

Act  for  establishing  a  general  system  of 

Education  100 

Letter  from  G.  M.  Dallas,  on  the  prac- 
tice of  Attornies  General  on  iiidict- 
ments  for  murder  128 

Report  to  the  Legislature  showing  the 
number  of  cases  of  homicide  in  each 
county  for  ten  years  173 

Opinion  of  J.  M.  Scott  and  J.  R.  Inger- 
soll,  on  the  construction  of  the  char- 
ter of  the  Girard  Bank,  as  to  votes 
of  Stockholders  176 

Act  establishing  a  general  system  of  Ed- 
ucation 240 
Case   of   Mr.   Lesley   for  contempt   of 

House  of  Representatives  281 

Penitentiary,  Reports  on  141  285 

Comm.  vs.  T.  Coyle,  Fraudulent  insol- 
vency  .304 


Law  Cases,  &c. 

Act  respecting  copy  rights  329 

Ely  vs.  Corson,   Water  from  a  roof  on 

party  line  335 

Respecting  improvements  on  lands  359 

Lands,  Land  office,  Titles,  &c.  respecting 

65  66  314  319  320  354  355  370 
Act  to  abolish  public  execution  398 

Comm.  vs.  Murray.Trial  of  Murder  of  Sut. 
cliffe  and  Judge  King's  opinion  on  new 
trial  400 

Legislature,  Occupations  of  members  48 

J.  Lesleys  case  of  contempt  280 

Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company  report  91 

Trade  of,  table  showing  127 

Character  of  Stockholders  231 

Answers  to  queries  of  Legislative 
Committee  on  Coal  229  279 

Lemon,  a  large  399 

Lewisburg,  described  7 

Library  and  Reading  Room  of  Northern  Liberties, 

report  g 

Loans,  State,  taken  208 

Locusts  17  years,  appear  336 

Papers  relating  to  368  382  412  395 

Logan,  The  Indian  Chief,  origin  of  the  name      94  111 
Lottery,  Scheme  of  for  lands  314, 

M 

Marietta,  Earthquake  at  128 

Masonic  Institution,  report  to  Legislature  on  222 

Mauch  Chunk,  Meteorological  observation  16 

Deer  killed  at  X58 

Snow  in  April  304 

First  boat  arrived  at  Trenton,  via. 

Delaware  and  R.  Canal  336 

Frost  late  at  399 

Meadville,  Bells,  churches,  &c  48 

Meteorological  Tables,  8cc.  16  32  53  80  111  132 

304  336  414 
Mme  Hill  and  Schuylkill  Haven  Rail  Road  Compa- 
ny, Report  31 
Mint,  Report  of  Coinage  gS 
Mississippi,  First  flat  boat  that  descended,  built  by 

a  Pennsylvanian  295 

Moravia,  a  new  town  laid  off  144 

Murder,   Tables  showing  the  number  of  prosecu- 
tions for,  in  each  county  for  ten  years      173 
Trial  of  Murray  for,  Judge  King's  charge  401 

jV 

NorrJstown,  sale  of  Real  Estate  79 

P 
Panthers  killed  at  Lehigh  Gap  64 

Tobyhanna  jb. 

Paper,  the  first  made  in  the  western  country  224 

Penitent.ary,  Eastern,  number  in  52 

report  of  285 

Western,  report  of  committee  of  Le- 
gislature 141 
Penn,  William,  steamboat  burned                               159 
Pennsylvania,  Sketches  of  Tours  in  6 
Statistics  of  Dela.  Co.  9 
report  of  Commissioners  of  Internal 

Improvement  Fund  16 

Clearfield  Co.  described  78 

Post  Offices,  new  79 

Pennsylvania  Canal,  report  of  Commissions  on  its 

extension  28 

of  Commis's  of  Ohio 
on  the  Penn'a  and 
Ohio  canal  161 

first  boat  on  French  Creek        304 
Phenomenon,  singular  335 

[See  also  next  volume] 


Philadelphia 


16 
26 
ib. 

80 

27- 

144  320 

32 


ordinance  for  establishing  a  new  po- 
lice 
presentment  of  Grand  Jury,  visiting 

penitentiaries,  &c, 
proceeding's  of  a  meeting  in  the  State 
House  Yard  on  derangement  of  the 
Currency 
vessels  built  1829  to  1833 
arrived  1786  to  1833 
do.     in  1833 
memorial  of  Banks  of 
weather  at  32  64 

destructive  fire  at 
plan  of  Leach  and  Beach  for  lighting 

the  city  by  towers  56 

Meteorological  tables  at  60  400 

provisions,  salted,  inspected  64 

Councils.proceedings  of  9  83  85  303  415 
Methodist  church,  ask  for  a  lamp  83 

ordinance  introduced  to  appropriate 
jglO.OOO  from  Girard  funds   to  im- 
prove city  83 
memorial  to  Legislature  to  sell  Boudi- 

not  lands  84 

breaches  of  the  Sabbath  complained  of  ib. 
debate  on  the  ordinance  for  new  po- 
lice 9  84  86 
new  buildings  erected  in  1833  85 
Permanent  Bridge, freedom  of,  memo- 
rial to  legislature  proposed  85 
Clerks  to  arrange  papers  and  make 

digest 
passage   of  police  ordinance  in  Com- 
mon Council 
Great  meeting  at  Musical  Fund  Hall 
bill  of  mortality  1833 
debts  and  taxes  of  city  and  county 
memorial   of  merchants,    manufactu- 
rers, &c.  on  removal  of  deposits 
grain,  salt,  and  coal,  arrived  in  1833 
flour  inspected  at 
Bark         do. 

tonnage  employed  in  coasting  trade 
report  of  Watei-ing  comniiltee 
meeting  of  citizens  at  Exchange 
committee  of  safety  appointed 
expenditures  of  the  City  Commis'rs 
transportation     line    established     be- 
tween Pittsburg  and 
shad  brought  to  market 
number  vaccinated  in  1833 
burning  of  Wm-  Penn  steamboat 
Great  meeting  in  State  House  Yard 
Firemen's  parade 
Merchants'  Coffee  House  burned,  new 

Exchange  opened  208 

High  Change  fixed  238 

report  to  Councils  on  removal  of  de- 
posits 219 
new  Bank  proposed,  memorial  220 
mock  suns  seen  at  255 
Grand  Jubilee  at  Howelton  282 
Old  Sweds  Church,  history  of  295 
report  of  Committee  of  Councils  on 

visit  to  Washington  303 

Expatriated  Poles,  in  394  312 

Singular  phenomenon  335 

meeting  of  the  Temperance  Union  336 
bodies  disintered  in  old  CathoUc  bu- 
rying ground  336 
Locusts  appear  336  382 
Board  of  Trade,  report  of  392 
Engines  from   Philadelphia  attend  a 

fire  at  Germantown  415 

proceedings  of  Councils  on  the  death 
of  La  Fayette  415 


86 


Pittsburg,      Election  of  Mayor  79 

anecdote  of  a  vessel  frora,  arriving  at 

Leghorn  128 

and  Philadelphia  transportation  line 

between  144 

population  in  1796  224 

purchase   of   a  square    for  a  Court 

House,  &c.  240 

Reminiscences  384 

Poles,  appeal  in  favour  of  expatriated,  atPhila'd      313 

address  of  the  394 

Post  offices,  established  79 

Potter  Co.  success  of  a  settler  there  16 

reminisces  of  by  J.  Peat,an  early  settler  207 

Prisons,  visits  to,  by  Grand  Juries,  prohibited  and 

presented  by  G.  J.  11 

convicts  in  Walnut  St.  48 


Rail  Roads,  Columbia,  first   car  on,  from  city  to 
West  Chester  48 

accidents  on 
Danville  and  Fottsville,  report  on 
Mine  Hill  and  Schuylkill  Haven  Co. 

report 
Pennsylvania,  report  on  the  plan  of 
using 
opening  of 
rates  of  toll  on 
accidents  upon      397 
Portage,  first  rope  laid 
opened 
rates  of  toll  on 
length  and  height  of  each 
plane 
Rain,  which  fell  each  month  in  Solesbury  towns'p, 
Bucks  Co.,  and  also  in   each  year  from 
1821  to  18?3 
in  Philadelphia 
Real  Estate,  sales  of,  at  Norristown 
Refuge,  House  of,  reports  on  284 

memorial  to  legislature. 


225 
297 
394 
416 
158 
207 
ib. 


Reports, 


of  delegates  to  AVarren  Convention  to 
Board  of  Trade 

on  abolishing  public  executions 

of  Library  and  Keadingroom,  N.  L. 

on  Girard  College,  building 

of  Philadelphia  Dispensary 

of  do.         Exchange  Company 

of  Commissioners  of  Internal  Improve- 
ment fund 

of  Canal  Commissioners  on  extension  of 
Canal  to  Lake  Erie 

of  Mine  Hill  and  Schuylkill  Haven  Rail 
Road  Co. 

Schuylkill  Navigation  Co. 

of  Building  Committee  of  Girard  Col- 
lege 

of  Philadelphia  Ice  Company 

of  Indigent  Widowow'  Society 

of  Bo.ard  of  Trade,  first 

Muncey  and  Munroe  turnpike 

of  Lehigh  Coal  andNav.  Co. 

of  tlie  Board  of  Property  on  unpatented 
lands 

of  the  Mint  U.  S. 

of  West  Chester  Rail  Road 
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passing  over  this  interesting  and  important  section,  and 
in  witnessing  the  triumphs  wliich  skill  and  perseverance 
have  gained  over  the  obstacles  of  nature,  by  thus  open- 
ing safe  and  casv  channels  to  commerce,  through  the 
wildest  defiles  and  most  ragged  fastnesses  of  our  ma- 
jestic mountains,  the  impression  could  not  be  resisted, 
that  the  present  generation  had  not  only  opened  for 
themselves  her  sources  of  prosperity,  but  that  they 
would  be  bequeathed  to  our  descendants,  to  be  cited  in 
the  future  History  of  Pennsjlvania,  as  monuments  of 
bold  and  energetic,  as  well  as  successful  achievements. 
At  Pittsbvn-gh,  the  delegates  were  joined  by  a  highly 
respectable  deputation  from  that  city  and  the  county  of 
Allegheny,  and  descending,  in  company,  the  Ohio  Kiver 
to  Beaver,  they  reached  Warren  on  the  evening  of  the 
12th  November. 

Upon  the  morning  of  the  en'uing  day,  the  Conven- 
tion, consisting  of  one  hundred  and  nine  members,  was 
duly  organised,  and  proceeded  at  once  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  important  oljjects  of  its  assemblage,  viz: — 
to  decide  upon  the  most  eligible  mode  of  uniting  the 
public  works  of  Pennsylvania  with  those  of  the  State 
of  Ohio,  and  to  fix  the  most  suitable  point  of  junction. 
Three  different  methods  for  forming  the  proposed 
connexion  were  presented. 

1st.  A  canal  commencing  at  Akron  on  the  Ohio  Ca- 
nal, and  passing  the  summii  at  Uavenna,  by  the  valley 
of  the  Mahoning,  to  meet  the  termination  of  the  Penn- 

are  believed  to  have  an  important  bearing  upon  the  in-    syivania  improvements,  at  oi'  near  New  Castle. 

terests  of  our  City  and  State,   they  will  form  the  sub-        2d.  A  Rail  Road  from  Masillon  on  the  Ohio  Canal,  to 


PHILADKLPHIA  BOARD  OF  TRADE. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  Philadelphia  Board  of 
Trade  was  held  on  the  16th  inst.  at  the  Merchant's 
Coffee  House,  to  receive  the  Report  of  the  Delegates 
to  the  Warren  Convention,  Thomas  P  Cope,  Esq., 
President  of  the  Board,  in  the  Chair. 

At  a  meeting  ot  the  Board  of  Directors,  held  on  the 
11th  inst.,  it  was  unanimously 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
be  presented  to  the  Delegates  to  the  Warren  Conven- 
tion, for  the  able  and  satistitctory  manner  in  which  they 
have  discharged  the  duties  committed  to  them,  and  that 
their  Report  be  referred  to  a  Committee  to  present  the 
same  at  a  special  meeting  of  the  Association,  to  be  held 
on  the  16th  inst. 

General  Patterson,  Chairman  of  that  Committee,  pre- 
sented to  the  Chair  the  Report  of  the  Delegates,  which 
was  read,  and  is  as  follows: 

The  Delegates  apiiointed  to  represent  the  City  and 
County  of  Philadelphia  in  the  recent  convention  held 
at  Warren,  Ohio,  respectfully  submit  herewith  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  a  statement  of  their  proceedings.  In 
the  selection  of  materials  for  the  present  Report,  much 
embarassment  has  been  experienced  (rom  the  number 
and  variety  of  topics  suggestiag  themselves  for  consid- 
eration, which  it  wasyei  impossible  to  present,  even  in 
moderate  detail,  without  swelling  this  communication 
beyond  its  proper  limits.     As  many  ot  these  however. 


jects  of  distinct  statements  to  be  appended  to  this  re 
port,  or,  to  be  hereafter  strparately  submitted. 

Agreeably  to  the  expressed   wishes  of    your  Board, 
that  the  Delegation  should  obtain  whatever  information  |  route  of  Sandy  Creek  and  Little  Beaver,  to  unite 
might  be  found  practicable  in  their  journey  through    the  Pennsylvania  Canal  Basin  at  the  mouth  of  the  B 
Pennsylvania,  respecting    the   state  of  our  public    im-  ]  Beaver 
provements,  and  the  degree  of  reliance  which  could  be 
placed  upon  them  as  a  medium  of  communication  for  the 
ensuing  season,   they  proceeded  to   Pittsburgh  by  the 
northern  route,  which  leads  for  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  distance  immediately  along  the  line  of  the  Wes- 
tern Canal.     At  Harrisburg  they  had  an  interview  with 
the  Governor  and  Canal  Commissioners,  who  manifested 
a  deep  interest  in  the   objects  of  the  Convention,  and 
readily  furnished  the  desired  information  upon   various 
points  of  enquiry, 
From  tl 


the  mouth  of  little  Beaver,   or  by  a  continuous  line  to 
Pittsburgh. 
3.1.  A  Canal  from  Bolivar,  on  the  Ohio  Canal,  by  the 

th 


The  merits  of  these  several  plans  were  explamed 
with  much  ability  and  zeal  by  their  respective  advo- 
cates, and  valuable  information  furnished  respecting  the 
character  and  products  of  the  different  counties  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  lines  of  junction  under  consideration. 
As  is  already  known  to  your  Board  the  task  of  selection 
from  the  vaiious  routes  was  finally  devolved,  by  an  una- 
nimous vote  of  the  Convention,  upon  a  Committee 
consisting  of  the  delegates  from  Philadelphia  and  Pitts- 
burgh. This  mark  of  confidence,  joined  to  the  deep 
results  of  their  observations  in  their  tour  to  |  interests  which  the  City  of  Philadelphia  as  well  as  the 
and  from  the  west,  the  delegation  are  happy  to  state  j  State  of  Pennsylvania  had  at  issue,  upon  a  judicious 
that  they  huve  been,  on  the  whole,  highly  gratified  with  choice  of  the  place  and  mode  of  connexion,  imposed 
the  present-appearances  of  tlie  public  works;  as  it  re-  \  upon  the  Committee  the  new  and  unexpected  duty  oi 
spects  their  good  order  and  general  character  of  stabili-  1  making  a  personal  examination  of  the  specified  •'"^Sf^ 
ty,  it  is  highly  satisfactory  in  view  of  our  present  wants  I  and  they  commenced  the  undertaking  immediately  after 
and  interests  to  know  that  we  are  in  the  actual  enjoy- j  the  adjournment  of  the  Convention.  This  took  place 
ment  of  a  line  of  Canal,  connecting  the  Kastern  and  |  on  the  15th  ultimo,  after  a  session  of  three  days,  marked 
Western  waters  of  our  State,  adequate  for  all  the  pur- 
poses contemplated  in  its  formation,  and  to  which  time 
is  dd'ly  adding  increased  permanency  and  strength. 
To  the  excellence  of  the  Portage  Rail  Road  across  the 
Allegheny  ridge,  your  delegation  can  especially  bci.r 
unhesitating  testimony;  the  work  may  be  regardeil  as 
famishing  the  most  effectual  communication  between 
the  two  divisions  of  the  Canal,  which  circumstances  ad- 
mit, and  in  its  execution  is  highly  creditable  to  the  En 


.hrough  its  whole  course  by  the  manifestations  of  mutual 
respect  and  courtesy,  and  kindness  among  the  Dele- 
gates. The  importance  attached  by  the  citizens  of  Ohio 
to  the  deliberations  and  action  of  this  convention  may 
be  inferred  from  the  numerous  representation  from  the 
various  counties  whose  interests  were  supposed  to  be 
more  directly  affected  by  the  choice  of  a  connecting 
route,  and  especially  from  the  high  character  of  the 

,    ..  ...^...j  „.. .. ^  ...V.  ^..-    gentlemen  deputed  as  their  Commissioners. 

gineers,  under  whose  supervision  it  has  been  placed.  In  (     Of  the  result  of  a  faithful  and  impartial  examination 
Vol.  XIII.  '1  of  the  proposed  modes  of  connexion,  the  Board  have 
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been  apprised  by  the  published  document,   signed  by 

tlie  Delegates  from  Philaclel[)hi:i  and  Pittsburgh,  a  copy  ! 
of"  wliich,  marked  A.  is  herewith  subjoined.*  It  is  only 
necessary  to  add,  that  in  the  choice  of  a  Canal  by  the 
Mationing'  route,  there  was  a  unanimous  and  undoubting 
concurrence,  and  they  unhes'.tating-ly  recommend  this 
line  of  junction  to  their  fello'.v  cilizens,  as  that  upon 
whlclvtlicir  attention  and  efforts  should  be  concentrated 
The  soil  and  character  of  the  ground  through  which  it 
passes  are  eminently  favorable,  the  supply  of  water 
abundant,  and  the  cost  of  construction  alike  moderate, 
and  of  definite  calculation. 

The  advantages  of  the  contemplated  connexion  with 
the  Ohio  Canal  maybe  gathei'ed  from  the  following 
facts,  which  although  presented,  as  your  Delegation 
pp'pose  to  state  them,  in  the  simplest  language,  cannot 
fail  to  establish  the  importance  of  immediate  and  decisive 
action  in  relation  to  the  important  subjects  which  they 
involve. 

1st.  The  junction  canal  will  open  at  once  to  Phila- 
delpliia,  the  trade  of  the  interior  of  Ohio,  and  of  the 
Upper  Lakes,  from  both  of  which  it  is  now  almost 
wholly  debarred  for  the  want  of  the  means  of  commu- 
nic:iiion.  Any  estimate  of  the  importance  of  the  Lake 
triide  formed  upon  present  data  would  be  delusive,  in- 
asmuch as  the  Territories  bordering  upon  them  are  of 
comparatively  recent  seitlem.nt,  and  they  are  just  now 
rising  into  importance.  It  may  be  well  to  state,  how- 
ever, that  the  interior  of  Illinois  is  already  reached 
through  the  waters  of  Erie,  Huron  and  Michigan,  and 
the, contemplated  chains  of  connexion  with  them  by 
Canals  and  Rail  Roads  throuj<h  that  State,  Indiana  and 
Miss(uni,  demonstrate  with  unanswerable  force  the  ne- 
cessity of  a  connecting  line,  uniting  our  improvemc  nts 
with  Lake  Erie,  at  the  most  advantageous  point.  Upon 
such  a  junction  being  effected,  by  means  of  an  union 
with  the  Ohio  Canal,  the  City  of  Philadelphia  will  enjoy 
the  advantages  of  a  communication  with  the  lakes  by  a 
route  at  least  one  hundred  miles  shorter  than  from  New 
York  to  the  same  point,  and  by  a  safer  and  more  cer- 
tain channel.  To  this  valuable  trade,  there  will  also  be 
a  ready  access  at  seasons  of  the  year  when  the  avenuf  s 
of  communication  with  our  sister  City  are  closed  by  the 
higher  Northern  latitude  of  her  ('anals.  From  infor- 
mation derived  by  your  delegates  in  their  late  journey,  , 
it  appears  that  the  harbor  of  Cleveland  opens  upon  an 
average  at  least  by  the  first  of  April,  while  that  of  Buf- 
falo remains  closed  five  or  six  wei  ks  beyond  this  pe- 
riod. During  this  interval,  there  is  an  uninterrupted 
naviL'ation  of  the  South  West.rn  portion  of  Lake  Eric, 
and  at  a  season  when  it  is  of  the  first  importance  to  the 
agricidturisl  that  he  shoulil  have  an  access  to  an  Atlantic 
market  for  his  produce,  accumulated  during  the  win'er, 
and  of  equal  importance  to  the  merchant,  that  he  should 
obtain  his  Spritig  supplies  of  goods.  The  causes  of  the 
later  obstructions  of  the  harbor  of  Buffalo,  and  conse- 
quently of  the  New  York  Canal,  may  be  readily  per- 
ceived from  the  fact  that  that  port  is  situated  nearly  a 
degree  and  one  half  Northward  of  Cleveland  and  more 
especially  from  the  formation  of  the  Lake,  which  in 
consequence  of  its  narrowing  towards  the  Niagara 
river,  causes  an  accumulation  of  the  ice  at  that  point, 
which  is  brought  by  the  wind  and  current  of  the  Lake 
from  the  upper  waters  of  Superior,  Huron  and  Michi- 
gan. The  same  superiority  of  relative  position  will 
accrue  to  our  City  in  regard  to  a  communication  with 
tlie  Interior  of  Ohio,  with  this  important  additional 
fact:  The  evils  of  a  delay  of  access  to  an  Atlantic  mar- 
ket are  enhanced  in  proportion  to  the  more  Southern 
location  of  any  section  interested;  inasmuch  as  in  the 
case  of  all  articles  of  a  perishable  nature,  as  are  some  of 
the  chi.f  staples  of  Ohio,  the  necessity  is  imperative, 
eitl\<  r  of  a  risk  of  a  total  loss  of  property,  or  of  an 
abandonment  of  some  of  the  most  profitable  articles  of 
production  and  export. 


See  Reg.  vol.  xii.  page  365. 


2d.  It  is  a  matter  beyond  all  dispute,  that  the  pro- 
jected extension  of  our  Canal  communication  to  the 
Ohio  improvements,  will  secure  to  us  the  means  of  re- 
taining the  trade  of  the  southern  portion  of  the  Valley 
of  the  Mississippi,  including  the  entire  West,  now  sup- 
plied by  means  of  the  Ohio  River;  the  loss  of  which 
must  be  expected  to  ensue,  if  prompt  and  vigorous 
measures  are  not  at  once  adopted  to  open  channels  of 
conveyance  of  goods  at  the  seasons  of  a  low  stage  of 
water  in  the  Ohio,  which  offers  at  present  our  only 
mode  of  conveyance  from  Pittsburgh.  This  imperfect 
supply  of  water  occurs  usually  at  the  season  of  our 
most  active  fall  trade,  and  although  it  is  freely  admitted 
that  the  commvuiication  is  not  always  suspended,  even 
during  this  season,  yet  the  distressing  uncertainty  re- 
lating to  it  will,  on  the  principles  of  common  prudence, 
forbid  a  dependence  on  sucli  a  mode  of  transportation, 
when  more  certain  channels  are  of  easy  access. 

It  appears  to  your  delegation  a  consideration  of  prime 
importance,  that  our  fellow  citizens  should  be  awake  to 
the  fact  that  the  proposed  junction  is  not  a  measure 
providing  simply  for  greater  convenience  of  transpor- 
tation; nor  one  of  mere  enterprise,  justifiable  and 
praiseworthy,  perhaps,  other  circumstances  being  fa- 
vorable, for  the  enlargement  of  the  sphere  of  our  mer- 
cantile operations;  but  as  a  measure  of  necessity,  of 
strict  self  defence,  and  indispensable  to  the  retaining  of 
the  portion  of  the  Western  trade  we  now  possess. 

Whatever  this  trade  is  worth  to  the  City  of  Philadel- 
phia—whatever employments  it  gives  to  the  industry  of 
its  mechanics,  its  artiz  ms,  and  its  merchants,  it  should 
enter  into  the  estimate  of  the  importance  of  an  effort 
to  retain  it. 

The  disadvantages  under  which  Philadelphia  at  pre- 
sen  labors,  for  want  of  a  certain  communication  with 
the  West,  would  indeed  be  as  gloomy  as  they  are  pro- 
minent, did  we  not  possess  the  sure  means  of  providing 
a  remedy,  which  will  not  only  supply  our  present  de- 
ficiencies, but  lead  to  the  attainment  of  new  and  addi- 
tional advantages. 

From  Philadelphia  to  Akron,  the  proposed  point  of 
junction  with  the  Ohio  Canal,  the  distance  is  less  by 
about  two  hundred  miles  than  from  New  York.  The 
transportation  of  merchandise,  unattended  with  the 
risk  and  delays  incident  to  the  Lake  navigation;  and  fi- 
nally, at  a  cost  of  conveyance  less  than  by  any  other 
channel.  Nor  should  it  be  regarded  as  a  matter  of  in- 
considerable importance  that  the  proposed  Canal  in- 
sures a  medium  of  communication  between  the  East 
and  the  West  available,  alike  in  peace  or  war,  and  free 
fiom  the  exposure  of  passing  the  territories  of  a  for- 
eign power,  possessing  the  whole  Northern  shore  of 
Lake  Erie. 

It  is  proper  to  state  the  unanimous  conviction  of  the 
Delegation,  that  any  plan  of  communication  will  but 
imperfectly  secure  the  anticipated  advantages,  which 
does  not  contemplate  an  unbroken  communication  from 
the  western  base  of  the  Allegheny  to  the  Ohio  canal;  and 
by  that  means  avoiding  the  expense  and  delay  of  tran- 
shipments. This  will  involve  the  necessity  of  an  ex- 
tension nf  tlie  Canal  from  Allegheny  town  to  meet  the 
excellent  Beaver  Can.il  already  completed  at  Brighton, 
a  distance  if  about  twenty-eight  miles,  and  which  may 
be  passed  on  a  single  level. 

The  promised  advantages  to  be  afforded  by  this  Ca- 
nal, are  an  entire  connected  communication  from  the 
City  of  Philadelphia,  by  the  Columbia  Rail  Road,  or  by 
the  Schuylkill,  Union,  or  Pennsylvania  Canals,  to  any 
Point  on  the  Ohio  Canal,  and  at  all  stages  of  the  water 
to  the  Ohio  River  at  Portsmouth,  and  to  Lake  Erie  by 
Cleveland,  to  open  to  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  a  new 
and  extensive  trade  to  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illi- 
nois, and  Michigan,  and  present  a  communication  to  a 
m.arket  for  the  trade  of  the  western  part  of  Lake  Erie 
a  month  earlier  than  it  could  be  reached  by  any  known 
channel;  its  further  advantages  would  be  an  immediate 
increase,  and  at  no  distant  day  doubling  the  tolls  of  the 
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Schuylkill,  Union,  and  Pennsylvania  Canals,  from  this 
immense  tratle  passing  Along-  their  shores. 

The  ways  and  means  necessary  to  accomplish  this  de- 
sirable object,  your  Delegation  leave  to  your  respecta- 
ble body  to  point  out,  as  more  properly  belonging  to 
them;  bill  they  cannot  suffer  themselves  for  one  moment 
to  believe  that  funds  will  be  wanting  to  complete  a 
work  which  is  calculated  to  enhance  the  value  of  eveiy 
house  and  lot  in  the  City,  and  to  augment  to  almost  an 
incalculable  degree,  the  commerce  and  wealth  of  every 
man  engaged,  either  directly,  or  indirectly,  in  the  pros- 
perity of  Philadelphia. 

On  motion  of  M.  Newkirk,  Esq.  it  was  unanimously 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  delegates  to  the 
Warren  Convention  be  accepted,  and  published  in  the 
daily  papers,  and  that  one  thousand  copies  be  printed 
in  pamphlet  form,  for  the  use  of  the  Association,  and 
citizens  generally. 

THOMAS  P.  Cope,  President. 

Gko.  W.  ToLANi),  Secretary. 


AMERICAN  INSTITUTE  OF   LETTERS. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  .flmerican  Institute  of  Letters, 
held  on  Friday  evening,  the  loth  instant,  it  was  on  mo- 
tion. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  gentlemen  be 
appointed  to  prepare  an  address  to  the  public,  setting 
forth  the  designs  and  objects  of  the  'American  Institute 
of  Letters." 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  address 
to  the  public,  setting  forth  the  designs  and  objects  of 
the  "American  Institute  of  Letters,"  respectfully  beg 
leave  to  state — That  they  have  long  viewed  with  sin- 
cere regret,  the  unqualified  vassalage  of  public  opinion 
to  European  taste  in  matters  of  Literatiwe,  which  has 
led  to  the  depreciation  of  American  talent,  and  Ameri- 
can genius: — that  as  the  offspring  ofa  nation,  celebrat- 
ed for  its  love  of  Letters,  and  its  liberal  patronage  of 
the  Arts  and  Sciences,  and  have,  as  a  people,  with  a 
more  than  filial  devotion,  read,  admired,  and  approved 
the  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  volumes,  which 
have  emanated  from  Europe,  as  if  every  foreign  produc- 
tion was  necessarily  the  sublime  achievement  of  geni- 
us, or  the  maximum  of  human  wisdom:  and  while  the 
Committee  cannot  but  admire  and  approve  the  cosmo- 
politan liberality,  which  should  ever  characterize  the 
Republic  of  Letters,  they  cannot  but  deeply  regret, 
that  in  throwing  off  otir  political  allegiance,  we  did  not 
at  the  same  time,  throw  that  unlimited  and  anti-repub- 
lican obedience  to  fweig-n  dictation,  in  all  affairs  of  Li- 
terature, which  has  so  long  and  so  generally  prevailed. 
That  they  are  entirely  satisfied,  from  a  mature  and 
careful  consideration  of  the  subject,that  although  abun- 
dant evidence  has  been  already  furnished  of  the  power 
of  American  genius  and  tah  nf,  its  achievements  never- 
theless have  been  neither  so  brilliant  nor  so  lofty,  as 
they  might  have  been,  hud  not  a  blind  subservience  to 
7L  foreign  standard  of  taste  banefidly  operated  to  prevent 
the  proper  degree  of  encouragement  being  extended 
to  our  native  writers. 

That  deeply  impressed  with  a  conviction  of  this  im- 
portant truth,  the  members  of  the  Institute  resolved  to 
forma  iVa/wna/ Society  of  Letters,  believing  that  a  re- 
ciprocal interchange  of  feelings  and  opinions  among 
the  members  of  the  Literary  Profession,  widely  scatter 
ed  throughout  the  vast  extent  of  our  territory,  would 
be  prrductive  of  the  most  salutary  results;  not  only  in 
breaking  the  chains  which  have  so  long  held  in  subjec- 
tion the  genius  and  talent  of  the  country,  but  in  giving 
such  an  impulse  to  both  as  would  place  us  in  proud  and 
lofty  competition  with  the  most  celebrated  achieve 
mentsof  European  intellect.  That  well  aw.are  that 
nothing  so  much  tends  to  promote  and  extend  intellec 
tual  exertion  as  a  pro|)er  and  adequate  reward,  they 
believe  that  all  which  is  necessary  to  place  the  literary 
honor  of  the  nation  on  the  sublime  pinnacle  for  wh-.ch 


she  was  evidently  intended,  as  if  the  grandeur  of  her 
physical  proportions  were  the  prophetic  cmbk-m  of  her 
future  gigantic  intellectual  grandeur,  is  to  dissolve  tl;e 
slavery  of  opinion,  which  cherishes  as  «t//)fr/or,;di  which 
in  foreign,  and  regards  as  inferior,  all  which  is  the  pro- 
duction of  native  genius. 

That  many  writers  of  our  own  country,  whnm  nature 
has  largely  gifted  with  intellectual  endowmer'ts  of  the 
highest  oi'der,  have  been  permitted  to  pine  unnot'ced 
and  unhonort  d,  in  obscui-lty,  who,  if  their  works  hud 
been  propeily  appreciated,  would  have  continued  in 
the  field  of  literary  toil,  from  which  they  were  compel- 
led to  recede  by  poverty  and  neglect;  and  wlio,  with 
a  proper  appreciation  of  their  claims,  would  have  fur- 
nished such  accessions  to  the  literature  of  the  country, 
as  would  have  contiibutcd  largely  to  their  own  fame 
and  the  nation's  honor.  That  they  regard  with  feelings 
of  pain  and  mortification,  the  discouraging  fact,  while 
the  manual  arts  are  patronized  with  so  liberal  a  hand, 
that  so  small  a  share  of  encouragement  should  have 
been  exi ended  to  native  writers,  in  conseqU'  nee  of 
subservience  to  foreign  taste:  and  while  two  or  three 
instances  of  exception  do  but  move  the  truth  of  the 
general  rule,  it  is  certain  that  in  these  few  instances, 
the  nation  neither  admired  nor  encouraged  until  called 
on  to  do  so  by  the  re-echoing  voice  of  praise,  emanat- 
ing from  foreign  reviewers  and  mercenary  journalists; 
thus  attesting  the  deeply  humiliating  fact,  that  we  liavc 
no  such  thing  among  us  as  a  National  Literature,  and 
that  to  transatlantic  critics  we  look  for  our  taste,  and 
to  foreign  writers  for  our  reading  matter- 
That  as  Americans,  jealous  of  their  national  honor, 
as  natives  proud  of  their  birth  place,  and  as  citizens  re- 
vering the  republican  institutions  of  their  country,  ani- 
mated with  the  most  sincere  desire  to  behold  the  day 
arrive,  when  our  own  writers  shall  be  properly  appre- 
ciated and  adequately  rewarded,  they  have  associated 
to  accelerate  the  imjjulse  which  has  already  been  com- 
menced, assured  that  the  time  is  past,  when  it  was 
tauntingly  said,  "who  reads  an  American  book." 

That  while  they  are  not  unconscious  that  genius  is 
from  its  very  nature  an  isolation,  moving  in  the  oiblt  of 
its  own  abstraction,  and  cannot  from  causes  uncontrol- 
lable by  human  agency,  move  embodied;  they  cannot 
cease  to  recollect,  that  its  possessors,  by  reason  of  the 
constant  effort  of  the  mind,  and  the  intensity  of  feeling 
involved  in  the  prosecution  of  literary  labors,  are  sub- 
ject to  many  and  various  infirmities,  from  which  the 
man  of  active  physical  labor  is  exempt — and  also  that 
the  pursuits  of  literature,  from  the  most  satisfactory 
evidences,  tend  greatly  to  abridge  the  usual  period  of 
mortal  existence. 

That  from  this  consideration  of  the  case,  it  has  to 
them  appeared  desirable,  that  a  fund  should  be  created 
to  cheer  the  declining  days  of  those  who  have  worn 
themselves  out  in  tolling  at  the  desk,  to  advance  the 
interests  of  the  great  human  fiimily — as  well  as  to  re- 
lieve the  widows  and  children  of  such  as  may  not  have 
achieved  a  competency  uithe  pursuit  of  letters. 

That  relying  on  the  well  known  liberal  and  pati  iotic 
spirit  of  oin-  fellow  citizens,  and  believing  our  cause  is 
emphatlcal'y  the  cause  of  the  nation,  both  immediately 
ami  remotely  interested  in  oiu-  anxious  endeavois,  we 
look  with  confidence  to  the  smiles  of  its  approbation  In 
our  efforts  to  est;iblish  a  national  and  ind<  pendent  lite- 
rature, and  to  elevate  the  llter.ary  genius  of  our  coun- 
trymen. 

They  believe  that  such  a  change  has  been  commenc- 
ed, which,  to  ensure  success  to  the  cause,  only  requires 
10  be  prosecuted:  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when 
the  genius  of  America,  like  her  own  national  emblem, 
the  eagle.will  soar  triumphantly  through  the  fairy  fields 
of  imagination,  bask  in  the  sunshine  of  its  own  beauti- 
ful elysium,  and  dwell  in  the  peace,  the  beauty,  and 
the  light  of  its  own  endm-ing  creations. 
Ali  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
On  motion. 
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Resolved,  That  the  report  be  adopted,  signed  by 
the  President  and  Secretary,  and  published  in  the  daily 
papers  uf  the  city. 

DAVID  PAUL  BROWN,  Pres't. 
T.   E.  Wahe,  Secretary. 


REPORT  ON  THR  EXPEDIENCY  OF  ABOLISH- 
ING PUBLIC   EXECUTIONS. 

Read  in   Huu^e  nf  Representatives  Dee.  12,1833. 

Mr.  Holcomb,  from  the  committee  on  tlie  Judiciary 
System,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  made  the 
following'  Repoht: 

Your  comm  ttee  have  had  under  consideration  the 
expediency  ot  a  law,  changing  the  mode  of  executing 
persons  convicted  of  muider  in  the  first  degree,  and 
providing  in  future  that  the  ex>--cution  of  the  sentence 
shall  take  place  in  the  prison  yard. 

It  has  not  escaped  the  observation  of  your  committee, 
that  much  attention  has  been  directed  of  late  to  crimi- 
nal jurisprudence,  not  only  in  our  own  Commonwealth, 
but  throughout  the  Union,  and  in  Europe;  particularly 
in  the  cliaractcr  and  descrip  ion  of  the  punishment,  and 
the  manner  of  inflicting  it. 

By  a  recurrence  to  the  past,  it  wonld  seem  that  the 
character  of  the  criminal  laws  of  a  nation,  both  as  to 
their  administration, and  the  penalties  imposed  by  tliem, 
usually  bore  some  resemblance  to  the  state  of  civiliza- 
tion, and  the  refinements  of  society;  and  hence,  even 
in  most  European  coinitiies,  tlie  savage  cruelties  and 
inhuman  tortures  with  whicli  the  vengeance  ofthe  law 
was  formerly  wreaked  upon  its  victim,  by  means  ofthe 
faggot,  tlie  rack,  and  .almost  every  other  form  which 
ingenuity  could  invent,  or  cruelty  practice,  have  been 
greatly  modified,  and  in  most  instances,  given  way  to 
m  Ider  penalties,  and  less  ostentatious  and  disgusting 
modes  of  inflicting  them. 

In  our  own  country,  public  opinion  has  demanded, 
looking  probably  as  well  to  the  effect  upon  the  culprit 
as  upon  society,  an  almost  total  change  in  the  system 
of  punishment;  and  in  nearly  all  the  States,  legislation 
has  corresponded  to  this  feeling,  and  brought  about  a 
thorough  reform. 

The  penitentiary  system,  confinement  at  hard  labor, 
has  now  almost  invariably  taken  the  place  of  whipping, 
cropping,  branding,  the  stocks,  and  other  like  corpo- 
ral punishments,  which  were  intended,  by  the  public 
manner  of  their  execution,  to  operate  as  an  example  to 
deter  others,  as  well  as  a  disgraceful  and  severe  punish- 
ment to  the  offender. 

The  objection  to  this  mode  of  punishment,  as  intend- 
ed to  reclaim  the  offender,  but  more  particularly,  as  it 
otherwise  operated  on  the  morals  and  feelings  of  socie- 
ty, has  induced  in  this  Commonwealth,  long  since,  its 
entire  abandonment. 

The  object  of  your  committee,  in  referring  to  these 
facts,  is  to  show,  by  a  parity  of  reasoning,  that  tiie  pub- 
lic mind  is  probably  prepared  to  receive,  or  even  rea- 
dy to  demand,  a  cliange  in  the  mode  of  executing  those 
convicted  of  murder  in  the  first  degree. 

While  such  is  the  execution  of  the  penal  laws  of  this 
Commonwealth,  with  the  exception  of  the  one  alluded 
to,  that  the  public  eye  is  spared  alike  all  feelings  of 
either  di^.s;ust  or  pity,  and  the  offender,  while  atoning 
his  wrong  to  the  coinmunity,  is  shut  out  from  the  pub- 
lic gaze,  where  he  might  either  excite  its  sympathy,  or 
provoke  its  taunts — while  a  perfect  system,  a  regular 
uniformity,  distinguishes  our  penal  code  as  to  all  offen- 
ces except  one — that  one  is  still  allowed  to  exhibit,  in 
the  manner  and  publicity  of  its  execution,  a  spectacle 
at  once  revolting  and  injurious  to  society;  and  attend- 
ed with  equally  bad  effects  as  regards  the  culprit  him- 
self, who  often  becomes  the  hero  or  the  martyr  of  the 
scene. 

Both  the  right  and  expediency  of  inflicting  capital 
punishment,  in  any  case,  have  been  often  questioned; 


and  there  probably  exists  in  this  Commonwealth,  a 
considerable  party,  both  in  number  and  respectability, 
who  would  be  in  favor  of  its  total  abolition. 

Pennsylvania  has  already  confined  the  punishment  of 
death,  under  her  penal  code,  to  the  single  case  of  shed- 
ding man's  blood;  to  the  taking  of  life,  with  the  intent 
at  the  time  to  kill.  Wise  lawgivers  oiP  all  ages,  have 
seldom  questioned  this  right;  and  your  committee 
I  would  here  explicitly  add,  that  they  are  not  among 
j  those  who  question  either  the  right  or  the  expediency, 
1  confined,  as  it  is,  in  our  statute  book,  to  the  single 
\  case  of  murder  in  the  first  degree. 
1  Many  ofthe  objections  with  some  of  those  who  are 
in  ftivor  of  a  total  abolition  of  capital  punishment,  as  it 
now  stands,  are  believed  to  grow  out  of  the  manner  of 
executing  the  sentence,  and  which  the  change  propos- 
j  ed  by  your  committee  wonld  be  calculated  to  obviate, 
and  where  the  Jury,  selected  from  among  the  people, 
are  in  a  manner  the  judges  ofthe  law  and  the  fact — and 
particularly,  as  in  the  case  of  murder  in  Pennsylvania, 
where  the  jury  decide  the  question  of  intent,  which  de- 
termines whether  the  crime  be  one  offence  or  another 
— murder  in  the  first,  or  murder  in  the  second  degree — 
exercising,  asa  jury  are  likely  to  do  here,  a  very  gene- 
ral discretion,  it  is  important  that  any  objections  to  the 
consequences  of  their  verdict,  which  do  not  interfere 
in  substance  with  the  infliction  of  the  penalty,  should 
be  removed;  since  certainty  and  uniformity  are  of  the 
very  first  importance  in  the  administration  of  all  laws, 
and  more  especially  criminal  laws. 

The  object  of  all  punishment  i.s,  or  should  be,  the 
prevention  of  crime;  but  while  the  legislator  has  this 
in  view,  he  should  be  careful  that  the  manner  adopted 
of  punishing  one  offence,  does  not  work  as  great  evils 
to  society,  though  of  a  different  description,  as  the  ori- 
ginal transgression  itself;  otherwise,  much  as  society 
may  suffer  from  the  crime,  the  remedy  must  prove  any 
thing  but  salutary. 

It  is  impossible  to  have  noticed  the  accounts  of  pub- 
lic executions,  that  have  occurred  within  the  last  few 
months,  in  this  and  the  neighboring  States,  and  not  be 
satisfied  that  the  evils  resulting  from  public  executions 
are  ofthe  most  serious  character. 

From  the  time  the  sentence  ofthe  law  is  pronounced, 
the  felon  becomes  more  or  less  an  object  of  interest  to 
all  classes;  particularly,  as  the  period  of  his  sentence 
draws  nigh — a  day  that  is  to  furnish  a  spectacle,  attrac- 
tive, it  would  seem,  to  all  age  s  and  sexes,  for  miles 
around.  The  wretch,  who  his  all  his  life  lived  in  ob- 
scurity, or,  if  known  at  all,  notorious  only  for  his  crimes 
and  vices,  the  companion  of  outlaws  and  felons  — whose 
language  is  blasphemy,  and  his  whole  life  a  war  upon 
society,  its  orde)',  and  its  laws — the  despised  and  con- 
demned of  all  good  men — becomes  at  once,  by  the  part 
he  is  to  act  in  the  "gorgeous  tragedy"  of  the  execution, 
before  the  assembled  intelligence  and  beauty  of  the 
country  an  object  ofthe  liveliest  interest.  T  he  minis- 
ters of  our  holy  religion  crowd  in  numbers  to  his  cell, 
and  freely  tender  him  its  mercies;  nor  leave  him,  while 
hope  of  fortitude,  or  consolation,  can  be  inspired,  ei- 
ther to  meet  his  fate  here,  or  to  enter  into  the  presence 
of  his  God  asa  Christian.  The  gallows  is  occupied  by 
the  murderer  to  address  the  assembled  multitude — of- 
ten in  appeals  to  their  passion',  endeavoring  to  excite 
their  pity,  by  a  confession  and  professed  repentance  of 
his  crime,  at  the  hardness  of  his  fate — or  enlist  their 
sympathy  by  the  bold  assertion  of  his  innocence,  and 
denunciations  against  the  cruelty  of  those  laws  of  which 
he  is  the  victim.  The  audience  are  often  entertained 
with  a  sort  of  autobiography  ot  the  felon's  life,  in  the 
shape  of  a  confession;  as  in  the  case  of  Clough,  lately 
executed  in  a  neighboring  State,  for  the  murder  of 
Mrs.  Mary  Hamilton,  which  was  read  from  the  gal- 
lows by  one  of  the  six  clergy  in  attendance  on  him  on 
that  occasion;  and  which,  we  are  told  in  the  published 
account  of  the  proceedings,  "brought  tears  into  the 
eyes  of  many."    The  military,  for  miles  around,  are 
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ordered  out  to  give  the  pomp  and  circumstance  of  a 
parade  to  the  occasion,  as  well  as  to  preserve  order. 
In  short,  every  tiling  is  done  that  is  calculated  to  in- 
spire fortitude  or  excite  emulation,  and  change  the 
haltered  murderer  into  a  hero  or  a  victim,  and  the  ig- 
nominious g.illows  into  a  pulpit  or  a  theatre. 

Such  is  tlie  effect  upon  the  murderer  himself,  an  ef- 
fect th.at  cannot  but  set  him  above  in  a  great  measure 
(such  is  the  constitution  of  human  nature)  any  p»in  or 
Ignominy,  the  execution  of  his  sentence  was  calculated 
to  inflict.  Can  the  guilty  wretch  who  has  dyed  his 
hands  in  a  brother's  blond,  realize  amidst  the  excite- 
ment of  such  a  scene,  either  the  horror  of  the  crime 
he  has  committed,  or  the  expiatory  sacrifice  of  liis  life, 
which  the  laws  require?  The  last  day  of  his  life,  if  he 
can  believe  the  good  men,  who  in  their  zeal  in  numbers 
press  around  him,  is  to  prove  the  liappiest  of  his  life; 
and  he  is  made  sensible  by  the  fiimiliar  looks  of  lecogni- 
tion  from  the  crowd,  and  the  warm  s.^lutations  of  all 
who  are  allowed  to  approach  him,  of  what  he  could 
never  before  have  dreamed,  that  he  has  become  an  ob- 
ject of  interest  to  thousands,  who  shall  read,  and  write, 
and  spe.ak  of  him  when  he  is  gone,  and  that  his  memo- 
ry may  after  all  stand  a  chance  to  live,  as  that  of  one 
in  his  life  "more  sinned  against  than  sinning,"  and  this, 
however  wicked  the  crime,  both  by  laws  human  and 
divine  for  which  he  suffers,  however  loudly  the  blood 
of  his  murdered  victim  "cries  from  the  ground."  While 
such  is  likely  to  be  the  effect  upon  the  individual,  the 
consequences  to  society,  of  a  public  execution  are  be- 
lieved to  be  infinitely  worse. 

It  is  supposed  by  some,  that  the  effect  of  a  public 
execution,  operates  beneficially  by  example,  in  deter- 
ring others  from  crime,  by  the  terror  it  inspires.  But 
the  answer  is  that  so  have  not  our  lawgivers  reasoned, 
in  the  punishment  of  all  other  offences  in  Pennsylvania; 
or  have  tliought  that  any  such  supposed  advantage  was 
more  than  counterbalanced  by  other  consequences  fol- 
lowing from  a  public  exhibition;  since  imprisonment, 
under  the  regulations  of  our  prisons,  makes  the  punish- 
ment as  to  a  large  majority,  as  to  all  but  those  whose 
interest  or  duty  induces  them  to  seek  admittance,  pri- 
vate and  unseen. 

But  again,  as  to  the  fact,  independent  of  the  practice 
under  our  system  in  all  cases  but  murder  in  the  first  de- 
gree, and  it  is  believed  that  the  history  of  crime  in  those 
co'.mtries  where  capital  punishment  is  inflicted  in  the 
greatest  number  of  cases,  and  where  consequently  the 
example  is  most  often  furnished,  that  the  conclusion 
from  the  effect  to  be  produced  from  public  executions 
will  not  follow. 

The  number  of  convictions,  for  felonies  in  England 
which  are  punished  capitally,  and  in  public,  and  felo- 
nies which  are  not  punished  capitally,  and  some  of 
which  are  puni.shed  by  imprisonment,  transportation, 
&c.  will  not  be  found,  it  is  believed,  very  materially  to 
vary;  particularly  when  the  facilities  and  security  with 
which  the  different  offences  may  be  committed  is  kept 
in  view;  and  it  is  fliir  to  suppose,  that  any  difference 
there  may  be,  is  rather  to  be  found  in  the  fact  of  the  one 
being  more  severely  punished  than  ihe  other,  than  in 
any  fear  inspired,  by  having  witnessed  an  execution. 

One,  it  is  believed,  who  had  never  been  present  at  an 
execution,  would  be  as  likely  to  conceive  impressions 
of  the  scene,  as  terrifying  as  would  be  left  on  the  me- 
mory of  another  who  may  have  witnessed  it;  the  imagi- 
nation, in  such  cases,  generally  doing  full  justice  to 
the  dark  side  of  the  picture.  If  witnessed  but  once, 
or  but  seldomed  witnessed,  it  would  be  likely  to  excite 
pity  for  the  victim,  and  horror  and  disgust  atthe  scene; 
while,  if  frequently  beheld,  the  prisoner  would  receive 
less  and  less  commiseration,  and  from  inspiring  terror 
and  disgust,  such  is  the  effect  of  habit,  it  might,  come 
to  be  regarded,  if  not  as  attractive  as  a  Roman  audience 
were  wont  to  regard  the  fate  of  the  dying  Gladiator, 
yet  with  feelings  that  would  show  the  nicest  sensibilities 
of  our  nature  had  become  blunted;  and  the  effect,  as 


an  able  jurist  has  said  reasoning  on  this  subject,  might 
even  be  found  in  the  verdicts  of  our  juries. 

We  trust  indeed  from  the  present  state  of  society,  of 
laws  and  religion,  that  the  commission  of  that  offence 
"against  which  the  Almighty  placed  his  canon,  whan 
He  said  'thou  shalt  do  no  murder,'"  will  continue  to 
be  of  rare  occurrence;  and  the  latter  state  of  things, 
therefore,  less  likely  to  result  than  those  alluded  to 
above. 

But  can  a  community,  composed  of  all  classes,  em- 
bracing the  old  and  the  young  of  both  sexts,  in  a  go- 
vernment so  mild  in  its  operations,  that  the  good  citizen 
may  spend  his  life,  may  live  and  grow  old,  without  ever 
once  feeling  a  government  existed,  so  far  as  the  exer- 
tion of  any  immediate  power  over  liimsilf  is  concerned; 
in  a  country  where  religion  inculcates  its  precepts  of 
love  and  mercy — where  the  habits,  customs,  and  even 
pustinies  of  the  people,  are  all  of  a  character  opposed 
to  every  specii  s  of  cruelty,  to  all  exhibitions  of  sangui- 
nary feelings,  or  scenes  of  blood  and  death— can  such 
a  people  witness,  at  long  intervals,  perhaps  but  once 
in  a  I'fe  lime,  a  fellow  being  launched  into  eternity — 
swung  from  a  gallows  with  a  halter  round  his  neck — 
and  not  feel  amazement,  horroi-,  and  disgust!  !  and  not 
feel,  too,  we  miglit  suppose,  in  most  instances,  a  con- 
sciousness that  they  had  witnessed,  through  mere  curi- 
osity, a  spectacle  that  no  feeling  and  refined  mind,  no 
Christian  and  merciful  being  should  seek  out,  at  least 
from  any  less  considerations  than  those  of  duty,  in  the 
execution  of  a  judgment  of  the  law  of  the  land.  Yet 
we  know  it  is  himian  nature — that  the  "curious  will 
gaze,  as  the  thirsty  will  drink,  though  the  cu|5  and  the 
object  be  polluted;"  and  the  fault,  after  all,  alone  re- 
mains with  the  government  that  presents  such  exhibi- 
tions to  the  public  eye. 

Often  it  happens,  from  accident  or  negligence,  as  in 
the  case  of  Getter,  tliat  the  first  attempt  proves  unsuc- 
cessful, and  the  poor  wretch  half  strangled,  half  stupi- 
fied,  between  dead  and  alive,  mounts  a  second  time  the 
scaffold,  amidst  the  awful  and  painful  suspense  that 
prevails  among  the  multitude,  with  many  of  whom, 
before  this  slow  torture  lias  done  its  execution,  its  vic- 
tim very  naturally  becomes  an  object  of  pity  and  deep 
commiseration. 

In  the  published  accounts  of  Getter's  execution, 
which  took  place  at  Easton,  or  in  its  vicinity,  on  the 
eleventh  of  October  list,  it  is  said,  "Me  had  scarcely 
been  raised  three  feet  from  the  ground,  when  the  rope 
broke  and  he  fell.      His  fitce  was  uncovered,  but  he  lay 

without  life  or  motion  for  half  a   minute Even  this 

terrible  interlude  in  the  solemn  scene,  v/hich  chilled 
the  blood  of  almost  every  spectator,  had  no  effect  upon 
his  iron  nerves." — See  Reg.  vo'.  xii.  p.  254. 

Along  with  the  evils  resulting  from  the  congregation 
of  the  thousands  that  resort  to  the  place  of  execution, 
often  from  the  distance  of  a  day  or  two's  ride,  fiftv  or 
an  hundred  miles,  and  always,  no  doubt,  including' the 
whole  number  of  pick-pockets  and  their  associates 
within  that  circle,  is  the  fact,  that  every  species  of  vice 
and  immorality  is  known  to  be  practised,  and  that  in 
the  most  public  and  notorious  manner — almost  under 
the  gallows.  The  following  extract  in  reference  to  the 
execution  of  Joel  Clough,  before  referred  to,  wliich 
occurred  at  Mount  Holly,  in  the  Slate  of  New  Jersey, 
on  the  26th  of  July  last,  is  taken  from  the  account  that 
appeared  the  following  day  in  one  of  the  Philadelphia 
papers,  and  was  penned  by  the  editor  who  was  himself 
on  the  spot.  Whether,  had  the  execution  taken  place 
on  this  side  of  the  Delaware,  the  picture  would  have 
been  softened,  or  materially  altered  in  its  main  features, 
it  is  im necessary  for  us  to  conjecture.  Your  committee 
fear  that  it  would  not — it  probably  would  but  too  faith- 
fully describe  the  scene,  in  the  particulars  for  which  it 
is  cited,  in  whatever  part  of  the  Union  it  miglit  have 
transpired . 

"Upwards  of  twelve  thousand  persons  were  present 
at  an  early  hour :  the  roads  leading  to  the  ground  were 
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filled  with  the  envious,  hastening  forward  on  foot,  and 
in  vehicles  of  every  description.  About  one-third  of 
the  spectators  were  women  and  children,  the  neig-li- 
boring-  woods  and  roads  sides  were  lined  with  booths, 
where  the  usual  cxhil)itioiis  of  drinking',  gambling', 
&c.    were  presented  to  the  eye." 

The  extract  is  continued  as  supporting  the  sugges- 
tions thrown  out  by  your  committee,  in  the  former  part 
of  their  report. 

"At  twenty  minutes  before  one  o'clock,  a  hollow 
squ;ire  was  formed  round  the  gallows,  by  a  battalion  of 
infantry,  coi>sisting  of  four  or  five  hundred  men,  and  at 
half  past  one  the  miserable  criminal  appeared.  He  was 
seated  in  a  dearborn,  and  accompanied  by  the  Sheriff, 
he  Rev.  Messrs.  Willmer,  Moorbouse,"Asiiton,  Rud, 
Sheppard,  and  other  gentlemen;  the  whole  under  an 
escort  of  a  troop  of  cavulry.  He  seated  himself,  and 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Willmer  read  aloud  his  confession,  of 
which  so  much  lias  been  said  — liis  farewell,  and  a  letter 
to  his  aged  and  bereft  mother,  and  which  produced  a 
painful  sensation.  The  awful  scene  and  tiie  melting 
pathos  of  the  epislle  combiiied.  brought  tears  into  the 
eyes  of  many — an  occurrence  not  common  on  the  exe- 
cution ground ." 

The  loss  of  time  and  money,  the  interruption  to  bu- 
siness, and  the  almost  total  disorganization  of  uU  pur- 
suits in  the  immediate  neigliborliood  of  the  scene,  are 
serious  evils,  and  would  be  removed  bj'  the  proposed 
change.  In  the  case  of  Smith,  wi^o  was  executed  in 
Philadelphia  in  the  summer  of  1816,  it  was  estimated 
that  there  were  ttiirty  thousand  persons  present,  and  at 
a  moderate  estimate  it  was  probably  at  a  loss  of  as  ma- 
ny thousand  dollars,  in  time  and  money  and  its  conse- 
quences, to  the  Commonwealth  or  its  citizens;  or  a 
sum  that  would  have  schooled  two  thousand  youths 
four  years,  giving  them  the  rudiments  of  an  English 
education— and  thirty  thousand  on  an  average  annually, 
perhaps,  would  not  make  up  the  pecuniary  consequen- 
ces of  the  punishment  of  this  one  offence.  Expense  in 
the  administration  of  the  laws,  whether  resulting  direct- 
ly or  indirectly,  whether  taken  from  the  Common- 
wealth or  the  pocket  of  the  citizen,  is  not,  certainly,  to 
be  thought  of  in  comparison  with  affording  security  to 
human  life  But  if  the  views  and  reasoning  of  your 
committee  be  correct,  the  remedy,  with  the  change 
proposed,  will  be  as  complete  as  it  now  is,  and  the  sav- 
ing of  time  and  money  incident  to  it,  amon.e:  the  advan- 
tages that  would  follow.  In  this  point  of  view  it  is 
worthy  of  consideration. 

But  your  committee  cannot  lose  sight  of  the  fact,  that 
this  horrid  spectacle  is  the  only  one  left  to  shock  the 
public  eye— when  public  opinion  and  legislation  have 
abohshed  all  other  exliibitions  of  the  disgrace  and  suf- 
fering of  the  sentenced  criminal.  The  innocent  wish 
neither  to  hear  the  sighs  nor  to  behold  the  tears  of  the 
guilt)',  who  has  offended  the  laws  of  a  justgovernment. 
it  is  right  that  he  should  suffer.  Let  his  punishment 
be  as  private  as  his  crime;  and  while  this  very  privacy, 
it  is  believed,  will  hold  out  more  terror  to  the  offender 
h'mself,  the  public,  who  have  already  suffered  their 
share,  will  be  spared  the  farther  evils  resulting  from  a 
public  execution. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  bill  reported  by  your  commit- 
tee, that  it  provides  that  the  execution  shall  take  place 
within  the  yard  or  walls  of  the  j.ail  of  the  county  in 
which  the  prisoner  shall  have  been  convicted,  in  the 
presence  of  the  Sheriff  or  Coroner,  and  one  or  more  of 
the  Judges  of  the  court  by  which  lie  was  tried;  and,  at 
the  request  of  the  criminal,  such  ministers  of  the  Gos- 
pel, not  exceeding  two,  as  he  may  name,  and  such  of 
his  immediate  relations  as  may  choose  to  attend.  After 
the  execution,  the  Sheriff  or  Coroner  shall  make  oath 
or  affirmation,  that  he  proceeded  to  execute  the  crimi- 
nal, at  the  time  designated  by  the  court,  in  the  presence 
of  the  said  Judge  or  Judges,  and  the  Judge  or  Judges 
shall  certify  to  the  facts  contained  in  such  return,  which 
shall  be  filed  in  the  Clerk's  office  of  the  court  of  Oyer 


and  Terminer;  and  a  copy  of  such  return  shall  be  pub- 
lished ill  two  or  more  newspapers,  one  at'least  to  be 
printed  in  the  county. 

These  provisions  are  calculated  to  obviute  any  objec- 
tions to  too  great  secrecy,  and  at  the  same  time  to  sa- 
tisfy the  public,  in  the  most  autlientic  manner,  that  the 
judgment  of  the  law  has  been  complied  with. 


From  the  Philadelphia  Gazette. 
LIBRARY  AND  READING  ROOM   OF   THE   N.  L. 

The  fourth  annual  meeting  of  the  Library  and  Read- 
ing Room  Coii.pany  of  the  Northern  Liberties,  was  held 
at  their  Hall,  on  the  8th  inst.  The  president,  Mr.  Josepli 
'i'rotter,  was  in  the  chair.  Agreeably  to  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  company,  the  directors  madt  the  annual  re- 
port of  their  proceedings  for  the  past  year — by  which. 
it  appeared  that  the  receipts  of  the  year  were  ^700;  of 
which  sum  ^254  were  expended  in  books,  papers,  and 
periodicals,  and  the  remainder  appropriated  for  the  in- 
cidental expenses  of  the  institution.  The  number  of 
volumes  added  to  the  Library  since  the  last  annual  re- 
port, about  300.  The  present  number  of  stockholders 
about  200,  besides  the  annual  subscribers. 

The  directors  in  the  report  complain,  that  the  Library 
has  not  met  with  the  encouragement  during  the  past 
year  that  its  importance  demands,  and  warmly  recom- 
mend it  to  the  attention  and  patronage  of  the  citizens 
of  the  district.  They  consider  the  cause  of  their  insti- 
tution as  the  cause  of  education,  and  call  upon  the  cit- 
izens to  sustain  it,  if  not  for  immediate  personal  advan- 
tages, at  least  as  a  means  of  inculcating  a  taste  for  lit- 
erature and  science,  and  exalting  the  moral  and  intel- 
lectual character  of  the  present  and  succeeding  genera- 
tions. 

They  also  recommend  Public  Lectures,  upon  suitable 
subjects;  to  be  delivered  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Company.  These,  delivered  by  qualified  Lecturers, 
they  consider  not  only  as  an  efficient  means  of  instruc- 
tion, but  as  awakening  the  public  to  the  importance 
of  knowledge;  exciting  an  interest  in  the  advancement 
of  the  Library;  and  at  the  same  time,  proving  a  fruitful 
source  of  its  revenue.  For  this  purpose,  they  have 
leased  the  spacious  room  immediately  over  ti.e  Hall, 
and  have  made  arrangements  with  a  Lecturer  of  dis- 
tinguished abihty — to  deliver  lectures  during  the  present 
winter. 

In  conclusion,  the  directors  state,  "that  the  Library 
consists  of  about  2500  well  selected  volumes.  And 
ihere  is  daily  received  in  our  room,  newspapers  from 
most  of  the  principal  cities  of  the  union — and  a  lai'ge 
number  of  periodicals.  In  addition  to  these,  the  com- 
pany has  an  extensive  collection  of  minerals,  and  geo- 
logical specimens,  scientifically  arranged  in  neat  and 
convenient  cases,  presenting  to  the  students  of  miner- 
alogy and  geology,  the  most  ample  means  of  prosecut- 
ing the  study  of  these  sciences.  To  our  large  and  com- 
modious library  room,  we  h.tve  joined  a  lecture  room, 
as  ample  in  its  dimensions  as  it  is  convenient  in  is  struc- 
ture; and  we  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  there  is 
no  Library  in  our  state,  that  has  laid  the  foundation  of 
more  permanent  durabilit)',  or  has  greater  prospects  of 
more  extended  usefulness." 

The  Company  then  went  into  an  election  for  fifteen 
Directors,  to  serve  for  the  ensuing  year,  when  the  fol- 
lowing named  gentlemen  were  dul)'  elected: — 
Joseph  Trotter,  Samuel  Megarge, 

Samuel  Townsend,  Dr.  Charles  Noble, 

Peter  A.  Keyser,  John  Taylor, 

Charles  Naylor,  Isaac  Pugh, 

Benjamin  Matthias,  George  Benners, 

Dr.  J.  A.  Elkinton,  Charles  J.  Sutler, 

R.  V.  Massey,  Joseph  Reakert, 

Charles  Keen. 
The  following  resolutions  were  then  offtred  and  una- 
nimou.sly  adopted: — 
Resolved,  That  Libraries  and  Reading  Rooms,  in  in- 


1834.] 


THE  WEST  BRANCH. 


creasing  the  means  of  acquiring  useful  information,  by 
which  the  human  mind  is  enlarged,  the  judgment  im- 
proved, and  the  intellect  cultivated,  exert  a  most  salu- 
tary influence  upon  society  at  large,  and  ought  to  be 
encouraged  and  efficiently  sustained,  by  all  who  desire 
to  promote  the  great  cause  of  General  Education. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  N.  L.  Library 
and  Reading  Room,  aware  of  the  force  of  united  exer- 
tion, will  use  every  effort,  during  tlie  ensuing  year,  for 
an  extension  of  the  advantages  of  their  Society,  among 
a  larger  portion  of  their  fellow  citizens. 


THE  WEST  BRANCH. 

"LEwiSBnnG,  Union  Co.  Oct.  25 

"A  man  who  has  not  been  in  the  Valley  of  the  West 
Branch,  knows  little  of  the  beauty  and  fertility  of  Penn- 
sylvania. It  was  my  lot  to  spend  the  earlier  days  of  my 
life  in  this  region;  but  years  have  rolled  away,  and  my 
feet  have  svandered  over  many  and  distant  lands  since  it 
ceased  to  be  my  home.  Then  it  was  comparatively  a 
wilderness — now  it  is  highly  cultivated  and  well  im- 
proved. The  log  hut  of  the  first  settler  has  given  way 
to  the  stately  farm  house  of  the  'old  residenter,'  and 
the  'rude  liamlets'  have  been  lost  in  beautiful  and  thriv- 
ing villages. 

"I  wandered  up  the  Juniata,  by  Lewistown,  and 
crossing  the  'seven  mountains,'  by  a  good  turnpike, 
soon  found  myself  at  Bellfonte,  where  I  spent  a  day, 
looking  at  the  'beautiful  spring,'  and  the  flourishing 
manufactories  which  are  propelled  by  its  current.  I 
have  seen  many  of  the  most  extensive  water  powers  in 
the  Union,  but  none  to  compare  witli  this  It  rises  a 
short  distance  above  the  town,  and  lia3  in  the  distance  of 
perhaps  a  mile  and  a  half,  a  fall  of  more  than  a  hundred 
ieet.  There  are  already  erected  on  it  a  paper  mill,  an 
axe  factory,  and  several  extensive  rolling  and  slitting 
mills,  and  furnaces.  The  water  is  as  'clear  as  crystal,' 
and  being  of  higher  temperature  than  the  air  never 
freezes;  so  that  the  machinery  is  never  stopped  by  the 
coldest  weather.  The  town  is  built  on  the  summit  of  a 
hill,  and  surrounded  by  mountains,  and  in  entering  it  or 
leaving  it  you  are  tlierefore  compelled  to  ascend  or  de- 
scend. The  buildings  are  very  good,  principally  of 
stone,  and  it  is  altogether  a  pleasant  and  romantic  spot. 
Its  water  power  and  the  iron  ore  of  the  neighborhood 
will  some  day  make  it  a  rich  and  large  town.  Leaving 
Bellfonte,  I  passed  down  tlie  Bald  Eagle,  and  had  a  view 
of  the  forges,  furnaces,  and  rolling  mills  of  Messrs.  Ir- 
win, Curtus,  Hepburn,  Kinne,  &c.,  making  together 
the  most  extensive  establishments  in  the  Union.  I  know 
no  place  where  a  few  days  could  be  more  profitably 
employed  than  Centre  county.  Its  iron  establishments 
are  the  finest  in  the  country,  and  yet  its  great  wealth  is 
known  to  but  few  at  a  distance  because  the  people  of 
the  seaboard  prefer  making  excursions  to  New  York, 
where  the  citizens  malte  the  most  of  every  thing. 

"I  entered  tliis  valley,  (the  West  Branch)  a  short 
distance  above  Duinistown,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
"  Big  Dam,"  and  near  the  coal  region.  Thisdam,  you 
are  aware,  is  at  the  head  of  canal  navigation,  and  its 
height,  location,  &c.  have  niavle  no  little  noise  in  the 
newspapers.  Some  say  its  location  is  judicious — others 
hold  a  contrary  opinion,  and  even  charge  the  Canal 
Commissioners  with  improper  motives  in  fixing  its  site. 
Looking  at  the  dam,  as  it  stands,  I  cannot  help  believ- 
ing that  there  was  some  wisdom  in  placing  it  where 
it  is.  The  iron  of  Bald  Eagle,  the  wheat  of  Nit- 
tany  and  Brush  Valleys,  and  the  Coal  of  Centre  and 
Clearfield  must  supply  the  canal  with  business;  and  the 
termination,  by  the  present  arrangement,  will  accom- 
modate all  those  interests.  If  it  had  been  higher  up 
the  river  or  further  down,  some  of  them  could  not  have 
used  the  canal.  It  is  taken  for  granted,  that  no  future 
appropriations  will  be  made  for  extensions  of  the  canal, 
and  with  that  fact  before  them,  the  Canal  Commission- 


ers acted  well,  in  subjecting  themselves  to  some  indi- 
vidual censure,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  general 
good.  They  have  only  undergone  whatj  hundreds  of 
good  public  agents  have  received  before  them,  viz. — 
'more  kicks  than  coppers.' 

"Immediately  above  the  dam  on  the  southern  side, 
a  town  has  just  been  laid  out  by  the  Messrs  Church's, 
which  must  soon  rise  into  importance.  The  whole 
trade  of  all  the  fine  vallies,  commencing  at  the  divid- 
ing ridge  between  the  Juniata  and  Siisfjuehanna, 
must  find  an  outlet  at  this  new  town,  called  Lockhaven, 
and  there  take  the  canal  for  market,  it  is  at  the  'head 
of  navigation,'  in  the  midst  of  iron,  coal,  and  wheat, 
the  great  staples  of  Pennsylvania  I  rode  along  the 
base  of  the  mountains,  up  to  the  Boston  Coal  Compa- 
ny's works,  where  I  saw  some  thousand  tons  of  the  best 
quality  bituminous  coal  ready  to  take  the  canal  as  soon 
as  it  is  completed, for  the  east.  Gliding  down  the  river 
in  a  canoe,  the  precise  spot  where  the  coal  ceases  is  de- 
signated by  the  position  of  the  rocks.  On  the  western 
summit  they  exist  in  horizontal  layers — on  the  east  the 
rocks  dip  at  a  greater  or  less  angle,  to  the  N.  E.  After 
the  horizontal  position  terminates,  there  is  no  more 
coal;  but,  as  if  to  compensate  for  the  loss  of  this  trea- 
sure, immediately  after  the  coal  lands  cease,  the  fertile 
alluvials  commence.  The  distance  from  this  point  to 
Northumberland,  where  the  valley  terminates,  is  about 
seventy  miles,  and  for  fertility  of  soil,  beauty  of  im- 
provements, and  grandeur  of  scenery,  is  not  surpassed 
in  America.  At  Piatt's,  on  the  sunmiit  of  the  White 
Deer  mountain,  you  have  a  full  view  of  the  valley  in 
nearly  its  whole  extent.  As  far  as  the  eye  can  extend 
up  and  down  the  river,  is  one  beautiful  natural  panora- 
ma, composed  of  fertile  fields,  substantial  farm  houses- 
and  thriving  villages — with  enough  of  mountain  and  ca, 
nal  and  river,  to  mellow  the  picture.  In  looking  at  this 
scene,  I  wondered  that  our  citizens  who  travel  for  re- 
creation, should  neglect  the  Susquehanna.  But  the 
people  of  Philadelphia  imagine  the  country  west  of 
Lancaster  a  howling  wilderness,and  its  inhabitants  wild 
men  of  the  forest,  who  know  nothing  of  the  comforts  of 
life.  To  such  I  say, come  and  try  the  Trout  and  Veni- 
son  of  Joe  Hall,  and  the  roast  beef  and  Pheasants  of  Dr. 
Vorse.  Either  of  whom  will  enable  them  to  enjoy  a 
glass  of  generous  Madeira  or  mellow  Claret. 

"Lewisburg— or  Derristovvn,  as  it  was  called  in  the 
olden  time — is  one  of  the  most  thriving  villages  in  the 
interior  of  Pennsylvania.  It  has  the  appearance  and 
bustle  of  a  city  in  miniature.  VVithin  the  last  four  years 
there  have  been  erected  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
houses,  most  of  them  large  brick  edifices,  whose  style 
would  do  credit  to  any  place.  It  contains  three  hand- 
some churches,  and  the  principal  street  is  MacAdamis- 
ed.  It  is  situated  at  the  mouth  of  Buffalo  Valley,  and 
is  the  market  town  for  that  and  Penn's  Valley.  It  lies 
on  the  southern  side  of  the  Susquehaiuia,  and  is  con- 
nected with  the  canal  on  the  other  side  by  a  dam  and 
crosscut,  made  by  the  sta'e.  The  dam  has  just  been 
completed  by  a  Mr.  Cameron,  of  this  town,  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  Paries,  the  engineer,  and  Mr.  Parsons, 
the  superintendent.  I  mention  the  names  of  all  con- 
cerned, because  I  have  been  struck  with  the  extraor- 
dinary degree  of  energy  and  skill  which  has  been  cm- 
ployed  in  erecting  it.  The  river  is  here,  I  should  think, 
about  1500  feet  wide;  the  dam  is  six  feet  high  from  the 
bottom,  and  has  a  base  of  forty  feet;  and  the  whole 
was  completed  in  about  five  weeks.  I  am  sure  that  no 
work  of  its  magnitude  has  ever  been  completed  in  this 
country  in  the  same  time;  and  I  should  think,  from  its 
apparent  strength,  that  it  will  staud  in  defiance  of  the 
freshets  and  floods  of  ages. 

"I  write  in  haste,  while  mine  host  is  recounting  the 
changes  of  years  that  are  gone  by,  and  1  can  only  add, 
if  you  want  to  enjoy  a  week  pleasantly  and  rationally, 
come  to  the  Valley  of  the  West  Branch. 
Yours,  &c.'' 
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GIltARD  COLLEGE. 

The  followinc;  report  of  the  architect  of  the  GirarJ 
College,  detailing- the  progress  of  the  woik  on  that 
building,  »  as  submitted  to  Councils,  at  the  stated  meet- 
ing, on  Tliursdiiy  last. 

To  the  Building  Committee  uj  Girard  College. 

Genllemen — In  compliance  with  your  resolution  di- 
recting nne  to  prepare  a  drawing  of  the  College,  to- 
gether with  a  report  of  the  state  of  the  works,  I  have 
inadea  perspective  vi<-w,  exhibiting  the  appearance 
the  building  will  present  when  fiiiished;— thisdr^twing, 
together,  with  the  fuUowing  report,  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted. 

We  have  already  progressed  so  far  with  the  work  as 
to   be  prepared  to  commence  setting  mirble  in  the 


to  the  height  of  the  floor   of  the  Portico,   the   walls 
above  tuis  are  to  be  faced  with  marble. 

The  interior  w;\lls  are  nearly  all  as  high  as  those  of 
the  outside,  and  are  prepared  to  receive  the  arches; — 
it  was  thouglit  inexpedient  to  construct  any  of  the  ar- 
ches this  season,  in  order  that  the  heavy  expense  of 
making  a  temporary  roof  over  the  whole  building  might 
be  avoided, — the  materials  are  on  the  land  both  for  the 
centering  and  the  arches,  and  tliey  will  be  co\istructed 
early  in  the  ensuing  spring. 

The  walls  for  the  support  of  the  Porticoes  are  raised 
to  the  proper  height  for  receiving  the  colunins,  with 
theexce])tion  of  an  opening  left  for  convenience,  in 
conveying  materials  into  the  building  for  the  interior 
walls.  . 

The  edifice  is  now  about  ten  feet  above,  and  six  feet 
below  the  present  surface  of  the  ground,  making  the 
whole  height  of  the  stone  work,  about  16  feet  above 
the  foundation. 

The  walls  are  all  securely  covered  with  straw,  and 
roofed  with  rough  boards  to  protect  them  from  injury 
by  frost,  during  the  winter. 

The  old  mansion  house  having  been  found  to  occupy 
the  most  eligible  situation  for  the  College,  it  was  taken 
down,  and  anew  farm  liouse  built  of  the  old  materials: 
this  house  is  situated  about  300  yards  west  of  tlie  Col- 
lege, and  is  intended  to  be  rented  to  some  good  farm 
er,  for  the  purpose  of  having  that  part  of  the  farm  not 
occupied  by  the  College  buildings,  brought  under  a 
state  of  culture. 

This  farm  house  is  forty  feet  front,  by  eighteen  feet 
deep,  and  two  stories  high,  having  a  kitchen  attached 
thereto;  — the  plastering  is  all  finished,  and  the  carpen- 
ter's work  is  in  such  a  state  of  forwardness  as  to  admit 
of  the  house  being  prepared  for  a  tenant  by  the  first  of 
March  next. 

Contracts  have  been  entered  into,  on  very  advanta- 
geous terms,  for  all  the  marble  required  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  College,  with  the  following  gentle- 
men: 

Messrs.  Jacobs  &  Cornog, 
Davis  Henderson, 
Jt  hu  Brooks,  and 
John  M.  Davis,  &  Co. 

The  quarries  belonging  to  these  gentlemen  are  all  in 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  within  26  miles  of  Phila- 
delphia;— they  have  been  actively  employed  in  furnish- 
ing marble  under  their  respective  contracts,  during  the 
last  four  m(mths,— the  quality  of  that  already  delivered 
is  very  superior. 

The  stone  cutters'  work,  thus  far,  merits  approba- 
tion. 

The  following  materials,  not  yet  made  use  of  in  the 
building,  are  now  on  the  ground: 

3000  superficial  feet  of  ashlar,  finished, 

2500    do.         do.         do.         sawed, 


4286  cubic  feet  of  unwrought  marble  in  blocks,  suit- 
able for  capitals,  bases,  and  architraves,  for  the  ex- 
terior Porticoes;  and  ashlar  for  the  building,  making 
in  all  9816  feet  of  marble,  wrought  and  unwrought  now 
on  the  land. 

Several  of  these  blocks  have  been  siwed  and  prepar- 
ed for  capitals  and  bases  of  columns,  and  carvers  are 
now  employed  on  three  of  said  blocks. 

All  the  lumber  for  the  centering  for  the  cellar  sto- 
ry of  arches,  has  been  cut  to  order,  and  delivered  on 
the  premises. 

About  30,000  feet  of  common  boards  for  she.ithing 
the  Gentries  have  also  been  obtained,  and  used  for  the 
temporary  roof  on  the  walls. 

'Ihe  rest  of  the  lumber  on  the  land  amounts  to  about 
65,000  feet,  the  principal  part  of  this  is  plank  for  scaf- 
folding. 

We  have  also  375,000  paving  bricks,  reserved  for 
constructing  the  arches. 

A  large  quantity  of  river  sand  has  been  obtained  in 
consequence  of  the  difficulty  of  procuring  that  article 
in  the  spr  ng. 

Tlie  whole  amount  of  money  expended  since  th« 
commencement  of  the  work,  is  §69,996. 

The  materials  and  workmanship  that  remain  unpaid 
for,  amounts  to  about  $9,000. 

There  has  been  erected  on  the  premises  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  workiTien,  a  blacksmith's  shop, 
a  carpenter's  shop,  two  stonecutters'  shops,  a  carver's, 
shop,  and  two  s,heds  for  the  stone  cutters. 

All  the  contracts  have  thus  far  been  faithfully  execu- 
ted, and  the  contractors  have  given  general  satisfac- 
tion. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your  obt.  serv  't 
THOS.  U.  WALTER,  Arch't, 

Girard  College,  Dec.  23,  1833. 
To  John  Gilder,  Esq. 

Chairman  of  Building  Committee, 
Girard  College  for  Orphans. 


BAR  MEETING. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Pittsburg  Bar;, 
held  at  the  court  house,  on  Saturday,  the  36th  Nov, 
A.  W.  Foster,  Esq.,  in  the  chair,  and  R.  Burke,  Se- 
cretary— the  following  resolutions  proposed  by  W.  W.- 
Fetterman,  Esq.,  were  uiunnmoudy  adopted: 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  speedy  determination,  by  the 
Supreme  Court,  of  the  business  pending  before  them-, 

s  a  matter  of  great  public  importance,  and  the   delay 
that  has  occurred  an  evil  of  great  magnitude. 

2.  Kesolved,  That  the  labor  now  imposed  on  that 
Court  of  holding  circuit  Courts,in  addition  to  the  terms' 
of  the  Supreme  Court  in  Bank,  is  so  great  as  to  require 
their  constant  attention  in  Court,  and  deprives  them  of 
sufficient  time  to  consider  and  ably  decide  the  causes 
that  come  before  them  in  Bank. 

3.  Resolved,  That  we  have  found  Circuit  Courts  in- 
expedient in  practice,  and  of  no  possible  benefit,  and 
that  they  ought,  therefore,  in  our  opinion,  to  be  abo- 
lished. 

4.  Resolved,  That  our  members  in  the  next  Legisla- 
ture, be  instructed  to  procure  immediately,  the  passage 
of  a  law  abolishing  Circuit  Courts,  at  least  within  the 
county  of  Allegheny;  and  providing  that  all  causes, 
now  pending  in  the  Circuit  Court  of  said  county  of  Al- 
legheny, be  transferred  to  the  District  Court  or  Court 
of' Common  Pleas  of  said  county,  at  the  option  of  the 
parties,  respectively,  by  whom  they  were  removed  tot 
the  Circuit  Court. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  increase  of  business  in  the  Su- 
preme Court,  for  the  Western  District  of  Pennsylvania, 
is  so  great  as  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  a  case  being 
decided  sooner  than  three  years;  that  it  amounts  to  a 
complete  denial  of  justice,  and,  in  fact,  repeals  an  im- 
portant provision  in  our  bill  of  rights. 

And  whereas,  it  appears,  by  the  printed   statement 
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of  the  receipts  and  expenditui-es  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-two,  that  the  tax  paid  in  that  year,  for  writs  of 
error,  by  the  Prothonotary  of  the  Supreme  Court  for 
the  Western  District,  is  two  hundred  and  sixty-one 
dollars  and  forty-one  cents;  and  the  tax  i):iid  in  the 
Middle  District,  is  one  hundred  and  ninety  dollars;  and 
the  tax  paid  in  the  Lancaster  District,  is  one  hundred 
and  eig-ht  dollars  and  sixty-four  cents;  and  the  tax  paid 
in  the  Eastern  District  is  one  hundred  and  sixty-five 
dollars  and  eighty-six  cents — and  whereas  the  Supreme 
Court  sits  in  Bank,  in  the  three  last  mentioned  Districts, 
fifteen  weeks  in  tl»e  year,  and  in  the  Western  District, 
only  four  weeks— and  wliereas,  the  business  of  tlie 
Western  District,  requires  a  term  of  at  least  eight 
weeks,  to  dispose  of  the  accumulating  and  current  bu- 
siness in  the  Supreme  Court  *"or  th.it  District — and 
whereas,  justice  should  be  eqinlly  rendered  to  all  the 
citizens  of  the  Commonwealtii: 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  the  next  Legislature  be 
requested  to  pass  a  law  so  organizing  the  Districts  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  as  to  make  the  term  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  for  the  Western  District,  commence  on 
the  first  Monday  of  September,  in  each  year,  and  con- 
tinue during  eight  weeks,  or  until  all  the  business  pend- 
ing should  be  disposed  of — and  also,  that  ihe  first  three 
weeks  of  the  term  should,  in  consequence  of  the  vast 
accumulation  of  business  in  the  Fifth  Judicial  District 
of  the  Common  Pleas,  be  allotted  to  the  cases  from  that 
District. 

And  whereas,  it  is  a  matter  of  great  importance  to 
the  whole  community,  that  the  law  should  be  certain, 
and,  when  certain,  known:  an  1,  therefore,  it  is  impor- 
tant that  a  full  and  accurate  report  of  all  the  discus- 
sions of  the  Supreme  Court  should  be  made  by  a  com- 
petent reporter  as  soon  as  possible — Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  our  Legislature  be  requested  to  pass 
a  law  for  the  appointment  of  a  State  Reporter,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  report  all  the  decisions  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  in  each  year;  and  who  shall  receive  for 
his  services  a  salary,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  tax  paid  on 
writs  of  error. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  proceedings  be  given 
to  the  members  of  the  Legislature  for  this  county,  in 
order  that  they  may  be  laid  before  the  Legislature  at 
the  commencement  of  the  session. 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  the  subject  of  the 
abolition  of  the  Circuit  Court  to  the  consideration  of 
our  brethren  of  bar  the  throughout  the  State. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be 
signed  by  the  chairman  and  secretary,  and  published 
in  all  the  papers  of  tliis  city. 

A.   W.   FOSTER,  Chairman. 

Attest — Rob't  Bdrkf,   Secretary. 


DEL.VWARE  COUNTV— PENN. 

This  county  was  separated  or  divided  off  from  Ches- 
ter county  in  1789.  It  was  upon  the  shores  of  the  Dt^ 
laware  in  this  county,  that  William  Penn,  the  founder 
of  this  great  Commonwealth,  first  landed,  and  (Chester 
was  destined  by  him  at  that  time  for  the  great  city.  It 
is  pleasantly  located,  and  most  salubriously  situated, 
bounded  by  the  river  Delaware  on  the  e^st,  Philadel- 
phia, .Montgomery,  and  Chester  counties  on  the  north 
and  west,  and  by  the  State  of  Delaware  on  the  south. 
The  excelhncy  of  its  soil  is  not  surpassed  by  any  in  the 
state.  It  is  well  watered  by  numerous  creeks  running 
in  every  direction  through  it.  The  principal  of  which 
are  Chester,  Darby,  Crum,  Ridley,  Muckinp;ites,  Cobb, 
Marcus  Hook,  and  Phcn  creeks.  The  county  is  16 
miles  in  length,  and  l.l  in  breadth.  Numerous  towns 
and  vilUiges  are  spread  over  this  extent.  The  chief  of 
which  is  Chester,  the  seat  of  justice,  about  15  miles 
from  Philadelpliia,  which  contains  .about  150  houses  and 
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1000  inhabitants— D.arby  75  houses  and  about  500  inha- 
bitants— Village  Green,  Marcus  Hook,  Concordville, 
Leiperville,  Howlvillc,  and  Shoemakerville,  (a  new 
and  flourishing  village.)  The  county  is  divided  into 
21  townships.  It  contains  about  18,000  inhabitants, 
who  are  industrious,  frugal,  and  temperate. 

The  manufactories  are  very  numerous  in  the  county. 
They  are  of  very  considerable  advantage  to  the  county 
and  one  source  of  its  wealth.  Another  great  source  of 
the  wealth  of  this  county  and  its  consequent  prosperity 
is,  its  inexhaHstible  quarries  of  stone.  Since  that  great 
public  work,  the  Delaware  Breakwater  has  been  pro- 
gressiuGT,  immense  quantities  of  stone  have  been  sent 
from  this  county  to  that  work;  averaging  nearly  100,- 
000  tons  per  year,  yielding  to  the  county  of  Delaware 
from  150  to  200,000  dollars  per  annum. 

15  Cotton  Factories  in  the  County,  38  Flour  Mills, 
56  Saw  Mills,  6  Rolling  and  Shtting  Mills,  18  Woolen 
Factories,  10  Paper  Mills,  2  Powder  Mills,  1  Nail  Fac- 
tory, 4  Tilt  Blade  and  Edge  Tool  Manufactories,  1  Pow- 
er Loom  Factory,  2  Oil  Mills,  1  Machine  Factory,  5 
Snuff  Mills,  2  Plaster  or  Gypsum  Mills,  3  Clover  Mills, 
3  Bark  Mills,  1  Mill  forsawing  stone,  and  about  40  un- 
improved mill  seats.  Employs  about  1500  hands — 
Capital  invested  about  ,g2, 000,000. 

There  are  about  60  schools,  25  places  of  Public  Wor- 
ship, 10  of  wliich  belong  to  the  Quakers,  and  4  to  the 
Episcopalians,  'there  are  6  Clergymen,  9  Lawyers, 
and  20  Physicians,  2  Newspapers  are  published  in  the 
County,  14  or  15  Post  Offices,  5  or  6  Public  Libraries, 
a  Bank,  an  Athensum,  and  a  College  recently  esta- 
blished by  the  Haverford  Association  of  Friends. 

53  Stores,  and  44  Taverns  in  the  County;  a  Court 
House,  Public  Offices  ai.d  Jail,  and  a  House  for  the  em- 
ployment  of  the  Poor. 

The  Farmers  of  Delaware  county,  are  thrifty,  hones^ 
and  well  informed;  the  manufacturers  are  indefatig.able^ 
persevering,  and  intelligent;  and  the  mechanics  are  in 
dustrious,  capable,  and  temperate. —  Upland  Union. 


AN  ORDINANCE  FOR  ESTABLTSHLNG  AN  EF- 
FECTIVE POLICE. 

Sertion  1.  Beit  ordained  and  enacted  by  the  Citi- 
zens of  Philadelphia,  in  Select  and  Common  Councils 
assembled.  That  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the 
security  of  the  persons  and  property  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  by  a  competent  police,  i)i- 
cluding  a  sufficient  number  of  watchmen  really  suited 
to  the  purpose,  agreeably  to  the  second  clause  of  the 
twenty-fourth  article  of  the  Will  of  the  late  Stephen 
Girard,  the  City  of  Philidelphia  shall  be  divided,  for 
the  purpose  of  the  police,  into  four  principal  divisions, 
as  nearly  equal  as  may  be,  having  reference  to  territo- 
ry and  population;  and  there  shall  be  one  captain  of 
City  police;  and  for  each  division  there  shall  be  ap- 
pointed a  lieutenant  of  the  City  Police;  and  that  the 
said  lieutenants  i-espectively  shall  have  the  command 
of  all  persons  belonging  to  the  police  within  their  divi- 
sion. 

Section  2.  And  be  it  further  ordained  and  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  each  principal  division 
shall  be  again  divided,  as  equally  as  may  be  found  con- 
venient, into  three  sections;  and  that  for  each  section, 
there  shall  be  appointed  an  inspector  of  police,  who 
shall  have  the  control  of  all  the  policemi-n  and  watcli- 
men  within  his  section,  subject  to  the  direction  and 
supervisian  of  the  proper  lieutenant. 

Section  3.  And  be  it  further  ordained  and  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  there  shall  be  appointed 
twenty-four  policemen, for  the  preservation  of  the  peace 
and  faithful  execution  of  the  laws  during  the  day  and 
evening;  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  watchmen,  who 
shall  perform  the  duly  of  watching  and  lighting  their 
respective  sections,  under  the  direction  of  the  cipLiin, 
lieutenants,  and  inspectors,  as  the  mayor  shall  ainiuga 
and  direct. 
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Section  4.  And  be  it  further  ordained  and  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  captain,  and  every 
lieutenant,  inspector,  policeman,  and  watchman,  pro- 
vided for  by  this  Ordinance,  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
mayor  of  the  City,  and  shall  be  removable  at  his  plea- 
sure; that  the  said  captain,  lieutenants,  inspectors,  and 
"policemen,  shall  be  subject  at  all  times  to  the  orders  of 
the  mayor,  or  in  case  of  his  absence  or  inability  to  act, 
to  those  of  the  recorder,  or  any  alderman,  acting  for  the 
mayor. 

Section  5.  And  be  it  further  ordained  and  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  captain  and  every 
lieutenant,  inspector,  policeman  and  watchman,  pro- 
vided for  by  this  Ordinance,  shall  have  all  the  powers 
and  authorities  to  maintain  the  public  peace,  which  any 
constable  of  the  City  can  have  at  common  law,  or  by 
any  act  of  assembly  of  this  commonwealth,  and  also, 
shall  have  the  powers  and  be  liable  to  perform  the  du- 
ties which,  by  the  common  law,  or  by  any  act  of  assem- 
bly of  this  commonwealth,  or  by  any  Ordinance  of  the 
City,  are  now  vested  in,  or  required  of  the  watchmen 
of  the  said  City;  and  further,  shall  do  and  perform  the 
several  duties  enumerated  in  the  second  section  of  the 
Ordinance,  entitled,  "  An  Ordinance  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  High  Constable  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia, 
and  prescribing'  his  duties,"  (except  so  much  thereof 
as  relates  to  the  registering  of  chimney  sweepers,)  sub- 
ject nevertheless,  to  the  rei;ulations  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  police  hereinafter  provided  fur. 

Section  6.  And  be  it  further  ordained  and  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  at  a  convenient  point 
in  each  section,  there  shall  be  a  suitable  watch-house, 
under  the  care  of  the  proper  inspector,  at  which  pri- 
soners may  be  received  and  detained,  and  where  at 
proper  times,  the  watchmen  of  the  section  shall  be  mus- 
tered and  inspected,  by  the  captain  of  the  City  police, 
or  the  lieutenant  of  the  respective  division. 

Section  7.  And  be  it  further  ordained  and  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  night  watch,  at  all 
seasons  of  the  year,  shall  commence  at  such  hours  as 
the  mayor  shall  direct  in  the  evening,  and  end  with 
broad  daylight  in  the  morning.  That  during  the  night 
watch,  one  half  of  the  watchmen  at  least,  shall  be  on 
duty  upon  each  section,  being  relieved  at  such  inter- 
vals as  the  regulations  hereinafter  provided  for  may 
direct:  that  no  watchman  while  so  on  duty,  shall  leave 
his  section,  unless  in  cases  permitted  by  such  regula- 
tions; that  during  such  night  watch  all  watchmen  not 
on  duty  in  their  respective  sections,  shall,  unless  oth- 
erwise expressly  ordered,  remain  at  the  station  of  the 
proper  section,  and  shall  be  subject  to  perform  such 
other  duties  as  the  regulations  aforesaid  may  require, 
and  that  no  temporary  substitute  for  an  absent  watch- 
man shall  in  any  case  be  allowed  to  pei'form  this  duty 
without  leave  of  the  mayor  or  captain  of  the  city  Po- 
lice. 

Section  8.  And  be  it  further  ordained  and  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  two  policemen  shall 
be  assigned  to  each  section,  whose  services  shall  com- 
mence when  the  watchmen  go  off  in  the  morning,  and 
continue  until  they  commence  duty  at  night,  and  who 
shall,  in  their  respective  station^  preserve  order,  main 
tain  the  peace, and  render  such  assistance  as  the  citizens 
may  require — the  details  of  which  service  during  the 
day  and  evening,shall  be  determined  by  the  regulations 
hereinafter  provided  for. 

Section  9.  And  be  it  further  ordained  and  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  captain  and  of  each  lieutenant  and  inspector,  to  ex- 
ercise a  constant  supervision  over  the  conduct  of  their 
respective  policemen  and  watchmen,  prompily  and  im- 
partially to  report  all  delinquencies,  and  from  time  to 
time  to  communicate  to  the  mayor,  such  information  re- 
specting the  piilice  of  the  City,  as  he  may  require. 

Section  10.  And  be  it  further  ordained  and  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,   1  hat  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 


the  captain  and  every  lieutenant,  inspector,  policeman, 
and  watchman,  to  devote  such  of  his  time  to  the  public 
service,  and  in  matters  relating  to"  that  service,  as  the 
mayor  may  think  necessary  to  require; — to  be  at  the 
disposal  of  his  proper  superior  at  all  hours  of  the  day 
and  night: — that  they  shall  claim  no  fees  or  costs 
whatsoever,nor  accept  any  gratuity  from  any  individual 
whom  they  may  arrest,  or  who  may  be  subject  to  their 
power. 

Section  11.  And  be  it  further  ordained  and  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  miiyor,  as  far  as  may  be  practicable  and  consistent 
with  the  public  good,  to  supply  all  vacancies  in  the  of- 
fices of  inspector  and  lieutenant,  by  promoting  those 
who  have  distinguished  themselves  by  diligence,  integ- 
ritj-,  and  skill,  in  an  inferior  grade. 

Section  12.  And  be  it  further  ordained  and  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  mayor  of  the  City 
shall  appoint  a  competent  person  to  be  clerk  of  police, 
who  shall  be  removable  at  his  pleasure,  shall  aid  the 
mayor  in  carrying  into  effect  the  foregoing  provisions, 
and  shall  also  act  as  clerk  to  the  mayor. 

Section  13.  And  be  it  further  ordained  and  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  mayor  and  recorder  of  the  city,  to  divide  the  city 
into  divisions,  sections  and  beats  according  to  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  of  this  Ordinance,  to  fix  and  pro- 
cure the  necessary  watch-houses  and  sections  stations, 
to  make  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  police  in 
the  details  of  their  duty,  to  designate  their  badges  and 
insignia,  and  to  direct  the  mode  in  which  they  shall  at- 
tend to  the  lighting  of  the  city;  and,  any  suitable  pro- 
perty, devised  to  the  city,  by  the  late  Stephen  Girard, 
or  otherwise  owned  by  it,  may  be  appropriated  as 
watch-houses,or  sections  stations,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  commissioners  of  the  Girard  Estates. 

Section  14.  And  be  it  further  ordained  and  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  captain  and  lieu- 
tenants of  the  city  police,  shall  perform  the  same  duties 
in  reference  to  the  care  and  distribution  of  oil,  for  light- 
ing the  city,  as  are  now  performed  by  the  captain  and 
lieutenant  of  the  nightly  watch. 

Section  15.  And  be  it  further  ordained  and  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  salary  of  the  cap- 
tain of  the  city  police  shall  be  g50  per  month— the  sa- 
lary of  each  lieutenant,  $40  per  month; — the  compen- 
sation of  each  inspector,  $35  per  month; — the  compen- 
sation of  each  policeman  $30per  month; — the  compen- 
sation of  each  watchman,  §28  per  month; — and  the  sa- 
lary of  the  clerk  of  police,  shall  be  J600  per  year,  pay- 
able monthly. 

Section  16.  A'ld  be  it  further  ordained  and  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  all  fees  or  costs  to 
which  any  individual  of  the  police  is  or  may  be  by  law 
entitled,  shall  be  received  by  the  clerk  of  police,  and 
shall  be  deposited  in  a  suitable  bank,  under  the  direc- 
tions of  the  mayor, — and  that  the  mayor  be  authorized, 
at  such  times  as  he  shall  deem  proper,  to  divide  the 
same  among  the  several  policemen  and  watchmen, who 
shall  have  distinguished  themselves  by  their  good  con- 
duct. Provided,  that  the  amount  so  given  to  any  po- 
liceman or  watchman,  shall  not  exceed  five  dollars  in 
any  one  mor^th.    " 

Section  17.  And  be  it  further  ordained  and  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  mayor  be  author, 
ized  to  appoint  four  additional  policemen,  who  shall 
have  the  same  powers  and  receive  the  same  compensa- 
tion as  are  hereinbefore  given  to  the  regular  police,and 
whose  especial  duty  it  shall  be  to  attend  at  the  mayor's 
office,  and  perform  such  duties  as  he  may  require. 

Section  18.  And  be  it  further  ordained  and  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  January,  1834,  the  salaries  of  the  officers  and 
men,  of  two  districts;  that  is,  two  lieutenants,six  inspec- 
tors, twelve  policemen,  and  sixty  watchmen,  shall  be 
paid  from  the  income  of  the  residue  of  the  Girard  Es-' 
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tates,  and  there  shall  be  appropriated  and  set  apart, 
the  sum  of  27,960  dollars  from  the  income  of  the  fund 
provided  and  formed  under  the  said  twenty-fourth  arti- 
cle of  the  said  V.  ill,  so  ion_g  as  there  shall  so  much  i-e- 
inain  after  providing  for  objects  having'  a  priority  of 
claim  under  the  said  Will,  towards  meeting  the  expen- 
diture caused  by  the  carrying  into  effect  the  provisions 
of  this  ordinance,  which  sum  shall  be  drawn  from  time 
to  time,  as  the  said  wages  may  become  due,  by  an  or- 
der from  the  mayor  of  the  city  upon  the  treasurer  of 
the  Girard  Estates;— and  the  remainder  of  the  salaries — 
that  is,  one  captain,  two  lieutenants,  six  inspectors,  six- 
teen policemen, sixty  watchmen,  and  the  clerk;  togeth- 
er with  the  rent  of  the  section  s'ations,  and  other  ex- 
penses, shall  be  paid  from  the  city  treasury,  in  the 
usual  manner. 

Section  19.  And  be  it  further  ordained  and  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  City  Commissioners,  under  the  direction  of  "  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Lighting  and  Watching,'' 
to  make  all  tlie  necessary  arrangements  and  contracts 
for  the  annual  supply  of  oil,  and  to  provide  suitable 
depositories  therefor,  with  the  proper  means  of  pre- 
venting leakage  and  waste  and  they  shall  provide  for  the 
lighting  and  watching  of  the  Market  Houses,  Public 
Squares,  City  Hall  and  State  House. 

Section  20.  And  be  it  further  ordained  and  enacted 
by  the  authority  afoi  esaid.  That  this  Ordinance  shall 
take  effect,  and  go  into  operation,  from  and  after  the 
first  d.iy  of  January  next;— and  that  from  and  after  that 
time,  so  much  of  any  former  Ordinance  as  provides  for 
the  appointment  and  compensation  of  a  captain  and 
lieutenant  of  the  nightly  watch — or  for  the  appointment 
and  compensation  of  watchmen  for  the  City, — and  the 
Ordinance  passed  the  twenty-third  day  of  December, 
1830,  entitled,  "  An  Ordinance  providing  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  additional  police  officers  by  the  mayor, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  together  with  all  Ordinances 
and  parts  of  ordinances  hereby  supplied,  be  and  the 
same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Enacted  into  an  Ordinance,  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, this  twenty-sixth  day  of  December,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-three. 

HENRY  TROTH, 
President  of  Common  Council. 
J.  R.  INGERSOLL, 
President  of  the  Select  Council. 
Attest — Robert  Hare,  Jr.  Clerk  of  Common  Coun- 
cil. 

PRESENTMENT  OF  THE  GRAND  JURY. 

In  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  in  the  County  of  Phila- 
delphia. 

December  16,  1833. 

The  Grand  Jury  made  the  following  presentment. 

To  tlie  Honourable  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Quarter 

Sessions. 

The  Grand  Inquest  for  the  County  of  Philadelphia, 
respectfully  represent, 

That  they  have  acted  during  the  present  session  on 
126  Bills,  founded  on  accusations  against  individuals 
for  larcenies,  fraudulent  insolvency,  riots,  assault  and 
batteries,  tippling  houses  and  misdemeanors. 

They  have  viewed  and  decidt-d  the  scites  for  two 
bridges  to  be  erected  over  Cobb's  Creek,  the  bounda- 
ry line  between  Kingsessing  township  in  the  said 
county,  and  Upper  Darby  township  in  the  county  of 
Delaware,  the  expenses  attending  the  erection  of 
which,  to  be  equally  borne  by  both  counties. 

They  have  visited  the  Prisons  on  Walnut  and  Aich 
streets,  and  regret  that  in  the  latter,  owing  to  the  want 
of  separate  apartments  for  the  whites  and  blacks,  a 
place  to  be  appropriated  for  the  reception  of  apprenti- 


ces charged  with  a  breach  of  their  indentures,  and  a 
room  exclusively  for  debtors,  there  still  exist  the  same 
causes  of  complaint  which  have  been  repeatedly  reiter- 
ated by  former  Grand  Juries.  They  look  with  confi- 
dence however,  for  adequate  remedies  for  these  evils, 
when  the  new  prison  now  erecting  in  Moyamensing 
township  shall  be  completed. 

They  visited  the  House  of  Refuge,  and  unite  in  the 
merited  eulogium  it  has  received  for  the  good  order 
and  discipline  exhibited  by  its  inmates,  and  the  impor- 
tant advantages  presented  for  their  future  happiness 
and  welfare. 

The  Grand  Inquest  further  represent,  that  they  con- 
sider the  intimation  of  the  President  of  the  Court,  given 
in  his  brief  and  excellent  charge,  that  an  act  of  As- 
sembly was  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature 
of  Pennsylvania,  excluding  the  Grand  Juries  of  the 
counties  of  Philadelphia  and  Allegheny  from  visitations 
to  their  respective  Penitentiaries, eiititled  to  special  no- 
tice. The  unfortunate  and  guilty  who,  in  consequence 
of  violating  the  laws,  are  restrained  of  their  liberty  and 
doomed  to  a  prison,  have  rights;  and  an  Important  duty 
of  Grand  Juries  is,  at  stated  periods,  to  visit  their 
wretched  abodes,  protect  them  from  oppression  or  im- 
proper or  cruel  treatment,  and  to  witness  the  due  but 
humane  execution  of  the  laws.  By  an  act  of  Assembly, 
passed  1729,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Judges  of  tlie 
Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  Quarter  Sessions,  ex- 
pressly to  give  it  in  charge  to  the  Grand  Jury  to  inquire 
concerning  certain  matters  to  be  performed  by  the  jai- 
lors or  keepers  of  the  prisons.  This  was  a  special  direc- 
tion given  to  grand  juries,  and  could  only  be  pursued 
by  a  personal  visitation  to  their  respective  prisons,  and 
was  connected  with  the  general  and  usual  visitatorial 
powers  with  which  they  had  been  previously  vested. 
Their  duty  requires  them  not  only  to  inquire  into  the 
state  and  condition  of  prisoners,  but  also  into  the  public 
safety,  as  regards  the  security  of  the  prisoners  them- 
selves. Suggestions  no  doubt  In  relation  to  the  im- 
provement of  prison  discipline,  have  emanated  from 
gr.ind  juries,  and  been  productive  of  beneficial  conse- 
quences. Is  it  a  safe  and  wise  policy  to  restrict  grand 
juries  from  their  heretofore  accustomed  and  g:eneral 
visitations  of  Prisons?  The  public  safety  is  an  impor- 
tant object  of  their  attention,  and  they  are  to  inquire 
into  any  cause  of  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the 
escape  or  rescue  of  prisoners.  It  is  an  extraordinary 
circumstance  in  the  act  of  Assembly,  that  the  grand  ju- 
ry of  the  county  of  Philadelphia  are  prohibited  from 
visiting  the  Eastern  Penitentiary,  while  the  right  of 
the  grand  jury  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  is  retained. 
The  Grand  Jury  v/ould  therefore,  under  the  preced- 
ing circumstances,  respectfully  recommend  to  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  a  repeal  of  the  above  act  of 
Assembly,  so  that  the  grand  juries  excluded  from  visit- 
ing their  respective  penitentiaries,  may  be  reinstated  in 
their  former  rights  and  privileges. 

RICHARD  RENSHAW,  Foreman. 
FRED'K  BROWN,  Secretary. 

ANTHONY  RUFNER, 
JOS.  GILLINGHAM, 
PROSPER  MARITN, 
GEO.  \V.  GIBBONS, 
THOS.  J.  BAIKD, 
PETER  KLINE, 
CHAS.  J.  SUTTON, 
AMOS  PULMER,  . 
ROBT.  EWING, 
JOSEPH  MARTIN. 
EV\N  W.  THOMAS,  jr. 
JOHN  ASIIBURNER, 
MOSES   LANCASTER, 
JONATH.^N  J  LUKENS, 
THO.MAS  CAVE. 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  16th,  1833. 
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PHILADELPHIA    DISPENSARY. 

Annual  Repobt. 

Three  thousand  seven  Inindred  and  forty  patients 
have  been  under  care  of  this  institution  since  last  re- 
port, viz. 

Remaining  from  last  year  9 

Admitted  since  that  time  3731 


Of  whom  the  number  recovered  is  o4-7l 

Dead  n 

Relieved  91 

Irreg-ular  and  uncertain  62 

Remaining  under  care  45 


-3740 


HECEIPTS. 

Balance  from  last  year 

$  35  31 

Annual  contributions 

425  00 

Interest  on  bonds  and  mortgages 

564  00 

Ground  rent 

165  00 

Dividends  on  Stock 

274  50 

House  rent,  including  portions  of 

income  of  real  estate,  bequeath- 

ed by  James  Wills 

502  07 

United  States  3  per  cent,   stock 

paid  off 

581  01 

Cash  received  from  administrators 

of  Dr.  Charles  Brown 

250  on 

Balance  due  the  Treasurer 

116  65 

^2913  54 


EXPE^'BITDHES. 


House  expenses 

551   13 

Medicines 

C25  83 

Apothecaries'  salary 

400  00 

Taxes  and  repairs 

126  92 

Stationary 

39  46 

Paid  for  two  shares  Bank 

of  North 

America  Stock 

945  00 

Collector's  Commissions 

25  20 
S2913  54 

By  the  above  statement  it  will  be  seen  that  the  ma- 
nagers have  expended  for  the  relief  of  the  sick  poor, 
during  this  year,  the  sum  of  nineteen  hundred  and  for- 
ty-three dollars;  and  they  confidently  believe  in  no  oth- 
er way  could  a  greater  amount  of  good  have  been  ef 
fected  by  the  same  means.  By  this  comparatively  small 
sum,  in  a  single  year,  alleviation  and  comfort  have  been 
brought   home    to    nearly   four  thousand  individuals. 

Apart,  however,  from  its  benevolent  character,  the 
Philadelphia  Dispensary  has  other,  and  equally  inte- 
resting claims  to  the  attention  and  support  of  our  citi- 
zens. 

It  is  well  known  to  those  at  all  conversant  with  sub- 
jects of  this  kind,  that  the  Dispensary  furnishes  ojie  of 
the  best  schools  in  this  country  for  the  examination  and 
study  of  diseases.  In  the  number  and  diversity  of  cases 
which  it  presents  annually  to  the  practitioner  of  medi- 
cine, it  is  only  equalled  in  this  city  by  the  Philadelphia 
Almshouse,  and  in  the  nature  of  its  cases,  and  by  ena- 
bling each  patient  to  be  attended  in  the  bosom  of  his 
own  family,  it  has  a  decided  advantage  over  that  insti- 
tution. The  number  of  patients  under  care  this  year 
has  not  been  so  great  by  nearly  four  hundred  as  it  was 
during  the  preceding  one;  tliis  diminution,  however, 
may  be  fairly  attributed  to  the  almost  unexampled  salu- 
brity of  our  city  during  that  period.  Notwithstanding 
the  large  number  of  persons  who  annually  receive  re- 
lief from  the  charity  tmder  their  care,  the  managers  are 
desirous  that  it  should  be  more  generally  known,  that. 


with  little  or  no  addition  to  their  present  establishment, 
a  much  greater  number  could  be  advantageously  at- 
tended—under this  view,  therefore,  they  would  re- 
spectfully request  their  contributors  as  well  as  others 
when  proper  cases  come  within  their  observation  to  re- 
commi-nd  them  to  the  Dispensary,  and  by  their  counsel 
assist  them  to  lay  hold  of  its  proffered  aid;  for  it  would 
be  a  source  of  regret  to  this  board,  if  there  should  be 
any  suffering  by  the  poor  for  want  of  proper  medical 
attention,  while  the  doors  of  this  institution  stand  al- 
ways open  to  receive,  and  to  succor  such  of  their  af- 
flicted fellow  citizens  as  may  be  deserving  of  its  cha- 
rity. 

Contributions  to  the  Philadelphia  Dispensary  will  be 
thankfully  received,  as  heretofore,  by  its  Treasurer,Col- 
man  Fisher,  Chesnut  above  Twelfth  street,  and  by  all 
the  Managers. 

The  Contributors  are  notified  that  an  election  will  be 
held  at  the  Dispensary  for  the  purpose  of  choosing 
twelve  managers  on  the  6th  day  of  January  next,  be- 
tween the  hours  of  12  and  1  o'clock. 

WILLIAM  WHITE,  President 

Caspak  Wistah,  Secretary. 


PHILADELPHIA  EXCHANGE. 

At  a  general  meeting  of  the  Stockholders  in  the 
Philadelphia  Exchange  Company,  held  pursuant  to  the 
act  of  incorporation,  the  2d  inst. — the  following  report 
from  the  Board  of  Managers  was  read  and  unanimously 
accepted — 

"That  since  the  last  meeting  of  the  stockholders  the 
work  committed  to  their  charge  has  been  prosecuted 
steadily,  and  they  believe  with  unexampled  rapidity  to 
its  present  forward  state. 

The  whole  of  the  marble  that  will  be  required  to 
complete  the  building  is  now  upon  the  ground,  and 
this  as  well  as  every  other  branch  of  the  woik  is  so  far 
advanced  as  to  warrant  the  board  of  managers  in  say- 
ing to  the  stockholders,  thai  before  the  close  of  the 
present  winter  the  whole  edifice  will  be  completely 
finished. 

After  mature  deliberation  the  board  came  to  the  re- 
solution to  have  the  Exchange  and  reading  rooms  kept 
by  a  competent  agent  for  the  benefit  of  the  company, 
and  have  selected  Mr.  Joseph  M.  Sanderson,  as  super- 
intendant  at  a  salary  of  $1,500  per  annum;  they  have 
also  appointed  a  committee  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  su- 
perintend the  fitting  up  of  these  rooms,  as  well  as  the 
conduct  of  those  having  charge  of  them. 

The  Post  Office  has  been  located  in  the  building  and 
a  lease  executed  by  the  Post  Master  General  for  a 
term  often  years.  The  whole  of  the  basement  and  se- 
cond stories  are  now  rented, together  with  a  part  of  the 
cellars  and  third  story.  The  rents  actually  engaged 
amount  to  ^9,800  per  annum,  and  the  apartments  not 
yet  rented  are  valued  at  about  gl,500  per  annum.  This 
estimate  docs  not  include  the  revemie  to  be  derived 
from  the  Exchange  and  reading  rooms.  What  amount 
will  be  realized  from  this  source  cannot  now  be  deter- 
mined. The  board  in  all  their  calculations  have  set 
it  down  at  from  3,000  to  4,000  dollars,  a  sum  which 
they  believe  is  under,  rather  than  over  the  amount, 
that  experience  will  prove  to  be  correct,  making  in  all 
a  total  revenue  of  about  $15,000  which  will  probably  be 
derived  from  the  building. 

The  amount  of  stock  subscribed  is  g206,500  on 
which  there  has  been  paid  §201,600  leaving  due  from 
stockholders  ^4,900.  The  parties  in  arrears  have  in 
most  instances  bills  for  materials  or  labour  against  the 
company  which  when  fquidated  will  leave  veiy  snnftll 
balances  if  any  against  them. 

The  account  herewith  submitted  exhibits  the  amount 
of  receipts  and  expenditures  up  to  the  present  time, 
including  the  amount  borrowed  from  the  Bank  of 
Pennsylvania  as  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  as  the 
amount  subscribed  has  been  nearly  all  paid  up  and  ex- 
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pended,  a  resort  must  be  had  to  loans  to  enable  the  board  !  churches.   The  Lutherans  r ontemplate  erecting  a  larg-e 


of  managers  to  complete  the  building;;  authoriiy  to  mort- 

g;ige  the  property  for  this  purpose  having   been  griven 

by  the   stoclchulders  at  a   meeting  lield  on  the  6ih   of 

Dec.  1831. 

The  original  estimate  of  William  Strickland,    Esq. 

architect,  cf  the  cost  ot  erecting   the  Exchange  build- 
ing was  $159,435,  exclusive  of  the  lot  of  ground  which 

was  $75,000,  subject  to  annual  ground  rents  of  $1,370 

12-100  and  the  amount  actunlly  subscribed  is  $43,500 

— less  than  was  contemplated. 

The   board  have  already  been  compelled  to  borrow 

;f  10, 000  to  carry  on  the  work,  which  was  obtained  from 

the  Bank  of  Penrsylvania,    on  a   note    signed    by   the 

President  on    behalf  of  the  company  and  endorsed  by 

two  members  of  the  board.     From  the  best  calculations 

the  board  are  enabled  to  make,  they  believe  that  the 

entire  cost  of  the  building  when  finished  will  not  ex- 
ceed the  original  estimate. 

Soon  after  the  building  was  commenced  a  difficulty 

in  relation  to  the  privies  became  apparent  to  the  board. 

To    construct   them  within    the   walls  of  the    building 

seemed  to  Ihein   very  objectionable,  and  to    avoid  this 

they  were   compelled  to  place  them  on  that  portion  of 

the  ground,  udjoining  the  property  of  Mr,  Gowen,  but 

experience  soon  pioved  this  location  to  be  not  only  ob- 
jectionable but  entirely  inadmissible, because  of  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  the  post  ofHce,  to  which  all  classes 
of  ourcitizens/e/Tia/e  as  well  as  male  would  be  obliged 
to  resort.  The  Board  after  great  deliberation  seeing 
they  liad  no  alternative  determined  upon  the  purchase 
of  Slime  lot  of  ground  convenient  to  the  Exchange  that 
would  afford  room  for  the  edifices  in  question.  A  re-  - 
solution  authorizing  such  purchase  was  passed,  and  af-  1*^0'"S 
ter  much  difficulty  the  property  No.  60  Walnut  street  1""^  enormous  increase,  both  of  the  exports  and  ira- 
was  secured.  It  is  situated  directly  opposite  the  Ex-  I  P°'''^'  ™"^'  satisfy  every  person  that  the  trade  of  the 
change  and  is  17  feet  in  front  on  Walnut  and  Pear  streets  ]  <=ountry  along  the  Ohio  canal,  is  already  an  object  wor- 
by  138  feet  deep.  The  price  paid  was  $9,000,  sub- 1  \"y  °f^he  most  strenuous  exertions  of  this  state.  But 
ject  to  a  ground  rent  of  $13  33-100  per  annum,  and  1  <»e  present  amount  of  this  business,  great  as  it  is,  is  but 
alihough  the  Board  considered  the  price  paid  a  very  :  ^  t''ifle;  an  insignificant  morsel,  when  compared  to 
exorbitant  one  at  the  time  of  purchase,  yet  they  are  '  ^^^at  it  will  be  twenty,  ten,  or  even  five  years  from 
now  confident  they  will  be  able  so  to  improve  it  as  to  i  *'"^  ^"^^-  ^"'^^  country,  along  that  canal  is  but  lately 
derive  a  nett  revenue  of  at  least  6  percent,  clear  of  taxes  !*"'^^P^''^^'y  settled,  and  must  and  will  continue  for 
and  ground  rent,  alter  reserving  in  the  centre  of  the  lot  I  *°™^>'^*''s  to  increase  with  great  rapidity;  and  the 
space  sufficient  for  the  purpose  aforementioned.  The  '  ^."PPv  pf  domestic  productions,  as  well  as  the  demand 
house  on  the  Pearstreet  front,  will,  when  repaired,make  : '"''  '0''eiffn  productions,  must  continue  to  grow  with  the 
a  comfortable  aweUing,  and  the  board  expect  to  rent  it  '  ^''^wth  of  the  population 


place  of  public  worship  during  the  next  summer,  to  be 
built,  we  understand,  of  stone.  Tlicre  is  also,  a  Ro- 
man Cathohc  Chapel  of  stone,  situate  about  one  quar- 
ter  of  a  mile  east  of  the  borough— making  in  all,  when 
the  Lutheran  Church  is  buili,  seven  places  of  public 
worship  in  and  near  the  borough. 

TRADE  OF    THE    WEST. 

The  Pittsburg  Gazette  of  last  Thursday,  contains  a 
very  interesting  tabular  statement  of  the  number  of 
vessels  entered  and  cleared  at  the  port  of  Cleaveland, 
Chid,  together  with  the  value  of  imports  and  exports, 
foreign  and  domestic,  from  1825  to  1833. 

We  observe  that,  in  1825,  the  total  tonnage  arrived 
was  7^310 

183o,  233,500 

1825,  value  of  foreign  imports,  6o 

1833,  3,500 

1825,  value  of  merchandize  exported  coast- 
wise, 50,166 
'^833,  do.  do.  1,794,000 
1825,  do.  imported,  132,645 
1833,  do  do.  4,700,000 
In  1825,  one  vessel  arrived  from,  and  departed  to  a 
foreign  port. 

In  1833,  the  number  was  1255. 

The  total  value  of  foreign  exports  is  $250, 000.  The 
increase  has  been  rapid  but  regular. 

We  subjoin  the  remarks  of  the  Pittsburg  Gazette, 
upon  the  subject.  They  address  themselves  to  Philadel- 
I  phia  Merchants,  and  we  may  add,  Philadelphia  Legis- 


without  difficulty  for  $300  per  annum;  on  the  Walnut 
street  front  they  have  ordered  to  be  erected  a  two  sto- 
ry brick  building,  with  marble  basement  to  be  so  fin- 
ished that  each  story  may  be  rented  separately,  and 
applications  for  them  l.ave  already  been  made.  The 
board  have  no  authority  fur  the  purchase  and  improve- 
ment of  this  property,  and  they  respectfully  ask  the 
Stockholders  to  sanction  their  acts  in  relation  thereto. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


BUTLER. 


The  editor  of  the  Builer  Sentinel  in  giving  a  statisti- 
cal account  of  his  borough  has  the  fallowing  paragraph: 

Butler  contains  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  houses, 
many  of  which  are  large  brick  dwellings,  all  of  which 


Again — the  country  along  the  Ohio  canal,  extensive 
I  as  it  undoubtedly  is,  is  still  but  an  inconsiderable  por- 
,  tion,  when  compared  with  the  immense  region  which 
;  is  drained  by  the  rivers  which  discharge  themselves  in- 
to Lake  Erie.  Look,  in  the  first  place,  at  the  Sandus- 
j  ky  and  Mad  River  Uail  Koad,  which,  when  completed, 
i  must  direct  to  (he  Lake  the  products  of  the  immense 
country  through  which  it  passes.  Then  behold  the 
j  Maumee  and  Wabash  Canal,  which  is  already  in  the 
j  course  of  execution,  which  passes  through  a  country 
I  equalling  in  extent,  and  surpassing  in  fertility,  that 
I  along  the  Ohio  Canal,  and  which  will  pour  upon  the 
I  bosom  of  Lake  Erie  the  entire  productions  of  that  im- 
mense and  fertile  region.  Look,  finally,  at  the  thriving 
and  rapidly  incre.ising  territory  of  Michigan,  whose  on- 
ly avenue  to  a  market  is  through  Lake  Krie.  Take  all 
these  into  view,  with  their  certain   increase   in    a  few 


latter  description  have  been  erected  within  a  few  years    years,  and  we  m.ay  have   some  adequate  conception  of 
past.     Its  public  buildings,  consist  of  a  large  andcom- i  the  immense  trade  which   xvill   decidedly   prefer   the 


modions  court  house  and  the  usual  number  of  offices, 
of  brick,  and  a  jail  and  academy  of  stone.  Builer 
contains  five  places  of  public  wor.-hip,  which  belong 
to  the  following  denominations  of  Chrisllans— 2  to  Gt  li- 
eral  Assembly,  and  1  to  Associate  Reformed  Presby- 
terians—1  Metliodlst  Episcopal  and  1  Protestant  Ep 


route  to  a  market  through  the  cross  cut  and  Pennsylva- 
nia Canal. 

N.WIGATION  OF  LAKE  ERIE. 

We  have  been  politely  favored  with  a  letter  from  the 


copal  churches.     These  build  ng<  (with  the  exception  ;  Collector  of  the  customs  of  the  port  of  Cleveland,  writ- 
of  the  old  Presbyterian  church,  which  is  built  of  stone)  j  *^"  '"  '""^P'y  ^°  another,  inquiring  at  what   time  naviga- 
are  built  of  brick,    and   are  large   and    well   finished.     ''°" 's  "sually  open  in  the  spring  at  Cleveland  and  Buf- 
Four  Sabbath    schools   have  been   established  by  the    fiilo— F»"om  which  we  make  the  following  extract: 
above  denominations,  which   meet  in  their  respective  j      .qhavc  to  state  that  vessels  depart  from  BuflTalo  for 
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Cleveland,  as  soon  as  the  navigation  will  fiossibly  per- 
mit, in  the  spring  of  the  year,  as  the  Erie  Canal  is  first 
open.  But  it  is  not  always,  in  the  first  opening  of  navi- 
gation from  Detroit  to  this  place,  that  navigation  com- 
mences between  that  place  and  this. 

With  these  facts,  and  the  following  statement  of  arri- 
vals at  this  place,  in  the  spring  of  each  year,  from  1829 
to  1333,  from  Detroit  and  Buffalo,  talven  from  mani- 
fests on  file,  in  this  cflfice,  an  opinion  may  be  formed  of 
the  diff'crence  in  the  times  of  the  opening  of  navigation 
at  Buffalo,  and  at  Cleveland. 

In  the  year  1829,  the  first  arrival  from  Detroit  at 
Cleveland,  April  10, 

The  first  arrival  from  Buffalo  at  Cleveland,  May  23. 

In  the  year  1830,  the  first  arrival  from  Detroit  at 
Cleveland,  April  3.. 

The  first  arrival  from  Buffalo  at  Cleveland,  April  17 

In  the  year  1831,  the  first  arrival  from  Detroit  at 
Cleveland,  March  29. 

The  first  arrival  from  Buffalo  at  Cleveland,   May  12 

In  the  year  1832,  the  first  arrival  from  Detroit  at 
Cleveland,  .March  28 

The  first  arrival  from  Buff'alo  at  Cleveland,     May  8. 

In  the  year  1833,  the  first  arrival  from  Detroit  at 
Cleveland,  April  2. 

The  first  arrival  from  Buffldo  at  Cleveland,  April  27. 

The  time  consumed  by  vessels,  in  their  voyage  from 
Buffalo  to  Cleveland,  in  the  spring  of  the  year,  does 
not  exceed  three  days,  and  the  vo3'age  from  Detroit  at 
that  season,  does  not  exceed  two  days." 

Here,  then, it  appears  that  vessels  arrived  at  Cleve- 
land, from  Detroit,  in  1831,  six  weeks  and  two  days 
earlier  than  from  Buff'alo.  That  in  1830,  the  diff"erence 
of  time  was  the  least,  being  only  fourteen  days,  and 
the  average  diff'erence  for  the  five  years  was  thirty-four 
days. 

It  is  calculated  that  the  trip  from  Pittsburg  to  Phila- 
delphia will  be  made,  in  the  spring,  in  eight  or  ten 
days — say  nine,  and  allow  five  more  from  Cleveland  to 
Pittsburg,  by  the  cross  cut  canal,  and  the  whole  trip, 
from  Cleveland  to  Philadelphia,  would  be  performed 
in  fourteen  days;  being  just  the  least  difference  of  time 
of  the  arrivals  at  Clevefand  Irom  Buffiilo  and  Detroit. 
So  that  produce  would  reach  Philadelphia,  from  De- 
troit, by  the  Pennsylvania  Canal,  on  the  same  day  that, 
under  the  most  fiworabk  circumstances,  and  in  the  most 
favorable  season,  it  could  reach  Buffalo. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  you  take  the  average  of  five 
years,  viz:  thirty-four  days  as  the  difference,  vessels 
would  have  a  free  navigation  from  the  upper  end  of 
Lake  Erie  to  Cleveland  for  nineteen  days,  and,  even 
after  the  expiration  of  that  time,  their  cargoes  could 
reach  Philadelphia  as  soon  as  Buffalo. 

Indeed,  in  these  thirty-four  days  of  difference,  pro- 
ducecould  be  sent  from  Cleveland  to  Philadelphia,  be 
there  sold,  merchandize  be  purchased,  and  sent  to 
Cleveland,  before  Buffalo  harbor  would  be  accessible 
from  above. 

This  view  of  the  matter  must,  we  think,  remove  all 
doubt  as  to  the  result  of  the  controversy  between  Phi- 
ladelphia and  New  York  for  the  trade  of  Lake  Erie. 

As  to  the  trade  of  the  country  along  the  Oiiio  Canal, 
and  which  is  not  necessarily  compelled  to  cross  the  Lake, 
the  argument  is  still  stronger,  but  at  present  we  have 
not  leisure  or  space  to  press  it. — Pittsburg  Gaz. 


REPORT 
From  the  Auditor  General,  accompanied  with  a  report 
from  the  Commissioners  of  the  Internal  Improvement 
Fund. 
To  the  Senate  a7ul  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Com- 
mon-wealth of  Pennsylvania. 
Read  December  4,  1833. 
In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  first  section  of 


the  act  of  1st  April,  1826,  and  the  2d  section  of  the  act 
of  4th  April,  1831,  the  Commissioners  of  the  Internal  Im- 
provement fund  respectfully  submit  the  following  report : 
On  the  1st  Nov.  1832,  as  appears  by  their  last  report, 
the  sum  of  §598,680  of  the  loan  per  act  of  30th  March, 
1832,  had  not  been  received.  This  sum,  together  with 
§135,897  and  16  cents,  of  the  same  loan,  which  had  been 
applied  to  the  payment  of  interest  on  1st  August,  1832, 
and  which  was  required  to  be  repaid  by  the  act  of  11th 
June,  1832,  to  be  applied  to  canal  purposes:  the  part  re- 
ceived of  loan  per  act  of  16th  February,  1833,  amounting 
to  §1,311,307;  the  loan  of  §530,000,  per  act  of  27th 
March,  1833;  and  the  temporary  loan  of  §100,000,  author- 
ized by  the  last  mentioned  act,  constitute  the  sum  total  of 
the  funds  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  commissioners,  ap- 
plicable to  the  construction  of  canals  and  rail  roads,  re- 
pairs of  the  same,  and  the  payment  of  damages,  from  the 
first  Nov.  1832,  to  31st  Oct.  1833,  as  will  appear  by  the 
following  statements  : 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  of  loan  per  act 

of  30th  March,  1832,      598,680 

Part  of  do.  refunded  by 
the  commissioners,  be- 
ing the  sum  advanced 
for  the  payment  of  in- 
terest on  1st  August, 
1832,  135, 


Amount  received  of  loan 
per  act  of  16th  Feb. 
1833, 

Loan  per  act  of  27th 
March,  1833, 

Temporary  loan  per  do. 


$734,577  16 


1,311,307 


530,000 
100,000 


§2,675.884  16 


PAYMENTS. 

Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Canal  Com- 
missioners, 

Repaid  temporary  loan  per  act  of  27th 
March,  1833, 


The  payments  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Board  of  Canal  Commissioners  were 
made  as  follows : 

Of  loan  per  act  of  30th 

March,  1832,  598,680 

Amount  refunded  of  do.  135,807  16 


100,000 
§2,675,884  16 


Of  loan  per  act  of  16th 
Feb.  1833, 

Amount  paid  for  construction, 
Part   of  loan  per  act  of  27th 

March,  1833,  430,000 

Temporary  loan  per  do.  100,000 


Amount  paid  for  repairs  and 

damages,  530,000 


§734,577   16 
1,311,307 
§2,045,884  16 


630,( 


§2,575,884   16" 


The  following  statement  exhibits  the 
amount  of  appropriations,  and  the 
manner  in  which  they  have  been 
complied  with  : 

Balance  of  the  appropriation 
of  loan  per  act  of  30th  March, 
1832,  598,680 

Amount  refunded  of  do.  135,897  16 


§734,577 


1834]. 
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Appropriated  for  construction  per  act 
of  16th  Feb.  1833, 


$3,275,238  60 
Appropriated  for  repairs  and  damages, 

per  act  of  27th  March,  1 833,  530,000 


Total  appropriations, 

Amount  paid  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Ca- 
nal Commissioners,      2,575,884  16 

Balance  of  loan  per  act 
of  16th  Feb.  1833,  yet 
to  be  received,  1,229,354  44 


$3,80.5,338  60 


$3,805,238  60 


The  several  loans  which  the  commis- 
sioners were  authorized  to  receive 
have  been  applied  as  follows : 

Balance  of  loan  per  act 
of  March  30,  1833,  as 
stated  in  last  report,       598,680 

Amount  of  do.  refunded,   135,897  16 


Paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of 
Canal  Commissioners  as  stated 
above. 

Amount  of  loan  author- 
ized per  act  of  Feb. 
16th,  1833,  2,540,661  44 

Balance    of  do.  yet    to 

be  received,  1,229,354  44 


Paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of 

Canal    Commissioners,    as    stated 

above. 
Amount  of  loan  per  act  of  March  27th, 

1833, 
Paid  to  the  Treasurer  of 

the  Board  of  Canal 

Commissioners,      as 

stated  above,  430,000 

Paid  temporary  loan  per 

act  of  March   27tb, 

1833,  100,000 


Amount  of  temporary  loan  per  act  of 

27th  March,  1833, 
Paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of 

Canal  Commissioners  as  stated  above. 


1,311,307: 

$1,311,307 
530,000 


530,000 


$100,000 


From  the  foregoing  it  appears,  that  the  commissioners 
have  yet  to  receive  $1,229,354  and  44  cts.  of  the  loan, 
per  act  of  16th  Feb.  1833,  which  is  the  only  fund  at  their 
disposal  applicable  to  the  construction  of  canals  and  rail 
roads. 

The  tr.nnsactions  of  the  commissioners  relative  to  the 
fund  for  the  payment  of  interest  will  appear  by  the  fol- 
lowing statement : 


HECEIPTS. 

Auction  duties, 

Premiums  on  loans, 

Dividends  on  bridge,  navig'ation,  and 

turnpike  stock, 
Collatei-al  inheritances. 
Escheats, 
Canal  tolls. 

Increase  of  county  rates  and  levies, 
Tax  on  personal  property. 


Balance  on  hand  for 
the  payment  of  in- 


$134,631  81 
248,463  12 

24,975  20 
153,788  41 
1,742  99 
89,360  73 
61,069  73 
41,412  02 


$755,444  01 


terest  on  1st  Nov. 
1832, 
Balance  for  payment  of 
toll    collectors    and 
lock  keepers. 


193,633  10 


$949,077  11 


Interest  on  loan  of 

"  March, 

"  December, 

"  April, 

"  December, 


PATMENTS. 

1826, 
1827, 
1828, 
1828, 
1829, 
1829, 
1830, 
1831, 
1831, 
1832, 
1832, 
1833, 
1833, 


"    21st  March, 
"    30th     «• 
«    30th    " 
"     5th  April, 
"     16th  Feb. 
"    27th  March, 
♦'    Temporary  do. 
Rep.iid  to  the  canal  fund  the  amount 
advanced  for  the  payment  of  inte- 
rest on  1st  August,  1832, 
Paid  to  collectors  of  toll  and  lock 

keepers. 
Balance  on  hand  on  1st  Nov.  1833, 


$  15,000 

50,000 

100,000 

40,000 

110,000 

10,125 

200,000 

124,158  10 

15,000 

97,677  12 

11,373  30 

5,567  78 

2,500 

888  12 

135,897  16 

30,660  56 

229  97 

$949,077  11 

On  the  1st  of  Nov.  1832.  the  commissioners  had  on 
hand  for  payment  of  the  salaries  of  collectors  of  toll  and 
lock  keepers,  the  sum  of  gi,121  and  50  cents,  as  appears 
by  their  last  report.  This  sum  has  been  applied  to  its  in- 
tended object.  The  balance  of  the  above  sum  of  §30,660 
and  50  cents,  was  taken  from  canal  tolls,  agreeably  to  the 
directions  of  the  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  18th 
Jan.,  and  6th  of  April  last. 

The  commissioners  have  formed  an  estimate  of  the  pro- 
bable condition  of  the  State  Treasury,  on  1st  February 
and  1st  of  August  next,  from  which  it  would  appear  that 
a  balance  will  remain,  at  the  first  period,  of  $371,944  and 
66  cents,  and  at  the  latter  of  $397,228  and  27  cents,  after 
the  payment  of  all  demands  on  the  Treasury.  In  this  cal- 
culation they  have  not  taken  into  consideration  the  reim- 
bursement of  $380,000  that  portion  of  the  loan  per  act  of 
the  30th  March,  1824,  which  becomes  due  on  the  1st  May^ 
1834,  but  if  the  balance  on  1st  February  next,  as  exhibit- 
ed by  the  subjoined  estimate,  should  happen  to  be  nearly  cor- 
rect, the  increase  of  revenue  over  expenditures,  between 
that  period  and  the  time  when  the  portion  of  said  loan 
must  be  redeemed,  will  make  the  condition  of  the  Treasury 
fully  adequate  to  meet  the  redemption.  All  estimates, 
however,  from  their  nature,  must  be  speculative,  and  not 
to  be  depended  on  to  meet  a  certainty.  Prudence  would, 
therefore,  dictate  that  some  provision  should  be  made,  in 
case  the  Treasury  be  deficient  to  meet  the  re-imbursement 
of  said  loan  on  1st  M;iy  next. 

The  amount  of  canal  tolls,  for  the  present  financial 
yeiir,  is  estimated  at  $500,000.  From  the  natural  increase 
of  this  species  of  revenue,  this  sum  is  confidently  anti- 
cipated ;  but  should  any  extraordinary  accidents  occur,  the 
estimate  must  consequently  be  reduced  :  therefore,  the  ne- 
cessity of  guarding  against  contingencies. 

The  following  is  the  estimate  :  Ba- 
lance in  the  State  Treasury,  on  1st  No- 
vember, 1833,  367,423  30 
Add  probable  excess  of  revenue  over 
expenditures,  for  Nov.  and  Decem- 
ber, 1833,  and  January,  1834,                       600,000 


Estimate  of  balance  on  3Ist  Jan.  1834, 
Interest  on    canal  loans. 


30 


16 


MISCRLLANKOUS. 


[Januaht 


payable    on    1st    Feb. 

1834,  estimated,     '        445,346  11 


To  meet  this  payment, 
take  the  balance  in 
fund  on  1st  November, 
1833,  229  97 

Take  out  of  the  Treasury, 
including  pledged  reve- 
nue, 445,116   14 


445,346  11 
Amount  to  be  taken  out  of  the  Trea- 
sury as  above. 


Deduct  interest  payable  out  of  the 
Treasury  on  the  loans  of  1821, 
1824,  1825,  loans  from  certain 
banks  per  act  of  1st  April,  1826, 
and  loan  to  the  Union  Canal  Com- 
pany, per  act  of  1st  March,  1833, 

Estimated  balance  in  the  Treasury  on 
1st  February,  1834, 

Add  probable  excess  of  revenue  over 
expenditures  for  February,  March, 
April,  May,  June,  and  July,  1834, 

Estimated  balance  on  31st  July,  1834, 

Interest  on  canal  loans, 
payable  on  1st  of  Aug. 
1834,  estimated,  471,358  89 

To  meet  this  payment 
take  out  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, including  pledged  re- 
venue, 471,353  89 


$422,307 


371,944 
650,000 


471,353  89 


Interest  payable  out  of  the  Treasury 
on  the  loans  above  mentioned,  and 
on  the  loan  to  the  Eastern  Peniten- 
tiary, per  act  of  28th  March,  1831, 

Estimated  balance  on  1st  Aug.  1834, 


450,590  77 


53,362  50 


$397,228  27 


If  any  loans  should  be  authorized  during  the  present  ses- 
sion, premiums  will,  no  doubt,  be  obtained  more  that  suffi- 
cient to  pay  the  interest  which  may  accrue  during  the  pe- 
riod which  this  estimate  embraces,  and  very  probably  will 
operate  to  place  the  Treasury  in  a  better  condition  than 
the  above  calculation.  All  of  which  is  respectfully  submit- 
ted. 

SAMUEL  M'KEAN, 
DANIEL  STURGEON, 
ALEXANDER  MAHON, 
Commissioners  of  the  Internal  Improvement  Fund. 
Harrisburg  December  3,  1833. 


GREAT  PUBLIC   MEETING. 

A  very  numerous  meeting  of  the  Citizens  of  the  City 
and  County  of  Philadelphia,  was  held  Tuesday  after- 
noon in  the  Slate  House  Yard. 

The  meeting  was  organized  on  motion  of  Nathan 
Bunker,  Esq.  by  calling 

M.ijor  General  Robeut  PATTEnsoN  to  the  Chair. 

Benj.  W.  RicHAUDS,  Esq.  and  Col.  Joseph  S.  Riiey, 
Vice  Presidents. 

Thos.  Reeves,  Jr.  and  Col.  W.  P.  Smith,  Secreta- 
r'es. 

General  Patterson  after  having  read  the  call,  explain- 
ed the  objects  of  the  meeting;  in  a  brief  speech. 

The  following  prt-amljle  and  resolut-ions    were  then 


offered  by  Robert  Wain,  Esq.  and  unanimously  adopt- 
ed. 

Whereas,  after  a  long  series  of  years  of  almost  un- 
exampled prosperity,  there  has  fallen  upon  th's  com- 
munity, within  the  brief  period  of  a  few  months  a  most 
unexpected  derangement  of  its  monied  concerns,  and 
a  pressure  upon  its  monied  resources,  whicli  has  alrea- 
dy produced  great  disorder  and  suffering,  and  which 
threatens  to  prostrate  the  whole  productive  industry  of 
the  country.     Be  it  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
be  respectfully  requested  to  take  such  immediate  mea- 
sures for  the  relief  of  their  suffering  fellow  citizens,  as 
may,  in  their  wisdom  appear  best  calculated  to  miti- 
gate the  present  distress,  an<l  avert  the  greater  calami- 
ties which  seem  to  be  rapidly  approaching. 

Resolved,  That  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  be 
earnestly  requested  to  unite  their  endeavours  to  obtain 
from  the  Congress  of  the  United  Slates,  the  adoption  of 
such  measures  as  may  relieve  the  present  embarrass- 
ments of  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvaniu,  and  prevent  the 
delay,  or  the  abandonment  of  the  works  now  in  pro- 
gress, for  the  promotion  of  the  great  interests  of  this 
commonwealth. 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  the  foregoing  preamble 
and  resolutions,  signed  by  the  officers  of  this  meeting, 
be  transmitted  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  the  Governor  of  this  State,  and  also  to  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be 
laid  before  their  respective  bodies. 

Resolved,  That  these  proceedings  be  published  in 
the  city  papers,  and  the  editors  of  newspapers  gener- 
ally, throughout  the  State,  be  requested  to  copy  the 
same. 

ROBERT  PATTERSON,  President. 
Benjamin  W.    Richards,       1      yice  Presidents. 
Joseph  S.  Rilet,  > 

Thomas  Reeves, 
Wm.  P.  Smith, 


Secretaries. 


From  the  Pennsylvania  Forester. 

A  CuALtENRE. — Facts  are  stubborn  things — let  the 
inhabitants  of  the  old  settled  countries   look  at   this: — 

In  the  fail  of  the  year  1830,  a  man  with  a  large  fami- 
ly of  children,  moved  into  the  southern  part  of  Potter 
county — as  he  had  no  money  he  bought  150  acres  of 
land  on  credit,  and  borrowed  from  a  friend  of  his  a  sum 
of  money  merely  sufficient  to  pay  the  expense  of 
bringing  his  family  thither.  He  went  to  work  in  the 
woods,  far  from  any  other  habitation,  and  now  in  the 
fall  of  1833,  (only  three  years,)  he  has  erected  a  log 
house  and  barn,  and  has  22  acres  of  land  cleared,  fenc- 
ed and  under  good  cultivation;  and  has  five  acres  more 
chopped,  and  nearly  ready  to  farm.  He  has  six  head 
of  cattle,  a  parcel  of  hogs,  chickens,  &c.  and  has  corn 
enough  to  keep  them  till  next  harvest.  He  has  paid 
for  his  150  acres  of  land,  and  returned  the  money  he 
borrowed  as  above  mentii)i:ed,  and  is  preparing  to  erect 
a  grist  mill  on  his  land.  His  land  improvements  at 
present  ai'e  believed  to  be  worth  at  least  $1000.  We 
now  challenge  oiu-  brother  Editors  in  all  the  thickly 
settled  counties  of  this  State,  to  show  another  situation 
where  a  poor  man  can  do  as  well  as  in  Potter  orM'Kean 
counties, 

Mauch  Chunk,  December  23. 
WEATiir.n. — We  h.ive  had  alternately  considerable 
snow,  rain,  and  cold  weather,  lately,  and  we  hear  of 
excellent  sleighing  all  around  us.  Indeed,  the  sleigh 
bells  have  been  merrily  glngling  along  our  streets  al- 
most every  day  during  the  past  week,  silthough  the 
snow  in  this  place  has  been  scarcely  sufficient  for  an 
apology  for  sleighing.  We  understand,  however,  that 
the  snow  is  from  two  to  three  feet  deep  on  the  moun- 
tains not  many  miles  distant. 


HAZARD'S 

REGISTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA, 
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From  the  Journal  of  the  Frankhn  Institute. 
CHESAPEAKE  AND  DELAWARE  CANAL. 

EXPERIMEN'TS    BT    STEAM    BOATS, 

Mi 

Experiments  made  on  the  Navigation  of  the  Chesapeake 
and  Delaware  Canal  by  Steam,  reported  by  A.  D 
Bache,  Professor  of  Natural  Philosophy  and  Chemis- 
try in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  great  importance  of  applying'  steam  to  naviga- 
tion upon  canals,  has  not  failed  to  strike  those  interest- 
ed in  that  mode  of  internal  communication.  It  has  been 
denied  that  steam  navigation  is  possible  in  canals,  when 
injury  to  the  Banks  is  not  guarded  against  by  expensive 
precautions;  and  that  it  can  be  advantageously  applied 
in  any  case  is  still  doubted,  notwithstanding  the  attempt 
in  Great  Britain  which  is  reported  to  have  been  success- 
ful. The  result  of  experiments  made  on  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Delaware  Canal,  seem  to  me  to  go  far  to  re- 
move, entirely,  such  doubts  in  relation  to  the  larger 
class  of  canals;  and  with  this  impression,  I  have  suppos- 
ed that  a  report  of  them  might  prove  interesting. 

In  the  experiments  of  which  I  am  about  to  give  an 
account,  I  assisted,  without  directing;  all  that  is  set 
down  as  coming  from  myself  was  obtained  by  careful 
observation,  and  when  the  information  has  been  receiv- 
ed from  others,  the  authorities  upon  which  it  rests  are 
also  given.  I  engaged  in  these  experiments  with  a 
view  to  their  bearing  upon  an  interesting  inquiry  in 
pi\actical  science,  and  the  materials  are  so  laid  before 
tiie  reader  that  he  may  have  a  test  of  the  accuracy  of 
the  observations,  and  of  the  conclusions  which  niny  be 
drawn  from  them. 

A  canal  boat  which  had  originally  plied  upon  the 
Schuylkill,  and  been  noted  as  a  quick  boat,  was  alter- 
ed, under  the  direction  of  the  Prei,ident  of  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  (Robert  .M.  Lew- 
is, Ksq.)  so  as  to  increase  the  length,  and  to  give  great- 
er sharpness  to  the  bow,  as  well  as  to  reduce  the  bot- 
tom to  a  regular  and  gently  swelling  curved  surface, 
from  the  stem  and  stern,  without  any  internal  flexures. 
The  length  of  the  bout  was  thus  made  eighty  feet,  the 
Itngth  of  the  false  bow,  in  the  directlonof  the  axis  of 
the  boat,  being  seven  and  a  half  feet;  the  width  of  the 
boat  was  ten  feet;  the  draugli'^,  when  light,  twelve 
inches,  and  with  a  load  of  forty  tons,  fourteen  inches, 
exclusive  of  the  keel.  The  alterations  were  made  un- 
der the  direction  of  Mr.  James  Rush,  of  the  firm  of 
Hash  k.  Muhlenburgh,  and  the  i-ngiiie,  paddle  wheels, 
&c.  put  in  uniler  his  charge;  from  him  I  obtained  the 
details  just  given,  and  those  which  follow,  in  relation  to 
the  boat  and  engine. 

The  engine  was  the  result  of  an  exchange,  which 
enabled  the  experiment  to  be  made  with  economy;  it 
proved,  however,  to  be  much  too  small  for  the  purpos- 
es in  view.  The  diameter  of  the  cylinder  was  eight  and 
a  half  inches,  and  the  length  of  stroke  two  and  a  half 
feet,  th.'  pre.ssure  of  the  steam  with  which  it  was  sup- 
plied was  about  UOlhs  ;  .loOlljs.  to  the  square  inch,  on 
the  safety  v.dve,  being  the  maximum  pressure.  The 
steam  was  cutoff  at  half  stroke,  and  the  escape  steam 
served  to  heat,  in  part,  the  water  which  was  thrown 
into  the  boiler.  The  nominal  power  of  the  engine  was 
ten  hor.rs;  but  with  a  mean  efTective  pressure,  during 
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the  stroke  of  80  lbs.  per  square  inch,  an  estimate  pro- 
bably not  far  from  the  truth  if  the  pressure  within  the 
boiler  was  correctly  stated,  and  supposing  thirty-five 
double  strokes  to  be  made  in  a  minute,  the  power 
would  be  more  than  double  the  nominal  amount.  The 
boiler  was  a  vertical  cylinder,  six  feet  in  length,  and 
three  feet  in  interior  diameter,  containing  one  hundred 
and  twenty  draught  tubes  from  an  inch  and  a  half  to 
two  inches  in  diameter,  and  thirty  inches  in  length,  the 
tubes  uniting  above  in  a  wide  chimney.  It  appeared 
by  the  experiments  that  this  boiler  was  competent  to 
keep  up  a  supply  of  steam  for  about  thirty-five  double 
strokes  of  the  engine  per  minute.  The  paddle  wheels 
were  placed  at  the  sides  of  the  boat,  and  between  one- 
third  and  one-half  of  the  length  of  the  boat  from  the 
bow;  the  wheels  were  eight  feet  two  inches  in  exterior 
diameter,  sind  four  and  a  half  feet  wide;  the  buckets 
were  six  inches  deep,  and  made  of  cast  iron.  The 
weight  of  the  boiler  was  stated  to  be  2214  lbs.,  and  of 
the  wheels  about  one  ton. 

The  preliminary  trials  with  the  boat  were  made  on 
the  river  Schuylkill;  upon  them,  as  they  werenot'made 
in  the  precise  circumstances  in  which  the  boat  would 
have  to  work  in  the  canal,  not  much  stress  was  to  be 
laid;  they  were  so  far  satisfactory,  however,  as  to  speed, 
and  to  the  slight  apparent  swell  produced  by  the  boat 
at  the  highest  speed  of  which  the  engine  was  capable, 
as  to  induce  the  President  of  the  Canal  Company  to  have 
the  boat  sent  lo  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal 
for  further  trial  A  summary  of  the  results  obtained  in 
a  trip  from  the  upper  ferry  to  Gray's  ferry,  and  back 
again,  and  in  several  short  trips  from  near  the  middle 
ferry  to  near  Gray's  ferry,  is  given  below.  The  ave- 
rages being  deducted  from  different  numbers  of  expe- 
riments are  not  entirely  comparable,  but  are  probably 
as  close  approximations  as  the  nature  of  the  other  data, 
will  furnish;  the  distances  were  measured  from  Allen's 
map  of  Philadelphia,  and  having  been  thus  obtained, 
can  only  be  considered  as  approximations. 

The  tide  was  running  down,  and  near  the  last  of  the 
ebb,  the  wind  was  from  the  S.  E.,  and  therefore,  in 
part,  favorable  in  those  trips  in  which  the  tide  was  ad- 
verse. 

Greatest  speed  down   stream,  8.45  miles  per  hour. 

Least  do.  do.  6.50  do. 

Steam  stopped  off  to  pass  underthe  middle  ferry  bridge. 

Greatest  speed  up  stream    7.35  miks  per  hour. 

Least  do.  do.          6.50  do. 

Average  speed  down  stream  7.37         do.    ■)  Mean  7.12. 
do.  upstream     6.88         do.    ^mil'sperho 

Greatest  number  of  revolutions  of  paddle  wheels  per 
minute,  39 

Least  do.  do.  do.  SO 

I  Average       do.  do.  do.  33^ 

I  Average  ratio  of  the  velocity  of  the  boat 
I  to  the  velocity  of  the  circumference  of 
I      the  paddle  wheel,  73  to  100 

I  have  thought  it  best  to  give  these  conclusions^  since 
'they  are  sufficiently  correct  to  ofFord  a  tolerable  com- 
I  parison  with  the  infLTcnces  from  similar  experiments 

on  the  canal,. and  thus  to  enable  the  results  for  a  stream 

to  be  compared  with  those  in  the  comparatively  narrow 


and  shallow  canal. 
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In  the  experiments  on  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
canal,  ciicumstiinccs  were  much  more  favourable  to  ac- 
curacy, and  greater  interest  attaching  to  the  observa- 
tions, greater  pains  were  taken  to  insure  it.  I'he  marks 
upon  the  tow  path  were  referred  to  as  affording  points 
at  known,  or  easily  ascertained,  distances  apart,  and  by 
a  subsequent  comparison  of  these  with  the  correspond- 
ing measures  in  the  channel  of  the  canal,  as  afforded  by 
the  survey  of  the  work,  where  it  is  not  straight,  the 
true  distances  were  found.  The  time  being  observed 
by  myself,  with  a  watch  with  a  second  hand,  was  re- 
corded by  a  friend  who  entered  upon  the  notes  any  oth- 
er observations  which  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  pre- 
serve. In  these  experiments,  although  pains  were  ta- 
ken to  ascertain  the  speed  of  the  boat  and  the  capabili- 
ties of  the  engine,  yet  the  main  interest  attached  to  the 
observation  of  the  disturbance  produced  upon  the 
banks  at  different  degrees  of  speed,  and  to  determin- 
ing the  effect  of  the  figure  of  the  boat,  and  the  combin- 
ed action  of  the  boat  and  of  the  wheels,  upon  the  wa 
ter;  the  power  of  the  engine  could  easily  be  increased 
V  Ithin  reasonable  limits,  provided  the  effect  was  not 
such,  with  the  less  power,  as  to  produce  a  very  great 
wash  of  the  banks.  To  any  one  who  has  witnessed  the 
labour  with  which  the  rapid  travelling  upon  this  canal 
in  barges  towed  by  horses  is  accomplished,  and  the  vio- 
lent effects  upon  the  banks  produced  by  the  great  swell 
raised,  a  desire  to  substitute  some  less  painful  and  less 
destructive  method  of  navigation  can  hardly  fail  to  oc- 
cur. 

The  circumstances  under  which  the  steamboat  was 
to  be  tried  were  three  in  number;  first,  its  use  as  a 
means  of  towing  light  barges  for  pissengers;  second, 
as  a  means  of  towing  heavy  boats  of  burthen;  third,  the 
comparative  effect  of  using  the  boat  alone,  as  to  speed, 
as  to  injury  to  the  banks  of  the  canal,  8tc. 


In  the  annexed  statement,six  columns  are  devoted  to 
the  record  of  experiments,  and  to  the  results  of  calcu- 
lations; the  first  column  gives  the  points  at  which  the 
observations  were  made;  the  second,  third,  and  fourth, 
the  time  of  observation;  the  fifth,  the  number  of  revo- 
lutions of  the  paddle  wheel  per  minute;  .and  the  sixth, 
genei'al  remarks.  In  the  seventh  column  are  the 
breadths  of  the  canal  at  the  several  points  of  observa- 
tion; in  the  eighth,  the  actual  distances  gone  over,  ob- 
tained as  already  described;  in  the  eighth  and  ninth  the 
time  occupied  in  passing  over  the  distances;  in  the  tenth 
the  rate  of  travel  per  hour, and  in  the  eleventh  the  rela- 
tive velocity  of  the  boat  to  that  of  the  periphery  of 
the  wheel,  the  velocity  of  the  latter  being  taken  as  ■ 
unity.  The  actual  depths  of  the  sheet  of  water  at  the 
several  points  of  observation,  to  correspond  with  the 
breadths  given  in  the  seventh  column,  would  not  have 
been  taken  in  any  surveys  of  the  canal  yet  made.  The 
widths  of  the  canal  are  approximations,  only;  they  were 
taken  from  a  map  of  the  survey  of  the  canal. 

Journal  of  the  Experiments  on  the  Navigation  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  by  the  Steamboat 
Lewis,  September  22d,  1833. 

FIRST  EXPEBI3IENT. 

The  steamboat  towing  one  of  the  barges,  for  passen- 
gers, used  upon  the  canal. 

Length  of  barge  90  feet,  bre.idth  of  beam  19  feet, 
draught,  when  light,  23  inches,including  the  keel.which 
is  11  inches;  draught  with  the  ordinary  number  of  pas- 
sengers 33  inches.*     Awning  of  the  barge  up. 

The  barge  15  feet  in  rear  of  the  steamboat. 

Twenty-eight  persons  in  the  steamboat;  seven  in  the 
barge. 

*  Reported  by  Mr.  T.  Craven. 
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Yds. 
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Post  300  yds.  east  of  Dela- 

ware bridge, 

H 

14 

45 

3U 

Wind  strong  in  favour. 

26  2-3 

Middle  Delaware  bridge, 

" 

16 

35 

Steam  shut  off,  in  part,  30 
seconds  in  order  to  pass 
the  bridge. 

302 

Post  300  yds.  west  of  Dela- 
ware bridge, 

18 

22 

36 
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Mile  post  No.  1, 
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20 
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34^ 

59 
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.61 

About  the  half  mile, 

36 

Mile  post  No.  2, 
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40 

1  min.  30  seconds  lost, 
mean, 

26  2-3 
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8 

40 

6.96 
6.56 

.65 

.63 

Return  trip  with  barge. 

Mile  post  No  2, 
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3U 

Wind  brisk, — adverse: 

^  Wind  on  bow  for   about 
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„ 
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00 
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Close  to  bank,  no  wash. 
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30  feet  from  bank. 
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.44 
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" 

58 

32 

~ 

Steam,  in  part  shut  off  for 
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mean,    .     . 
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4.74 

.49 

4.63 

.47 
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Mean  rate  of  boats,  wind  in  fiivor 

do.  do,  adverse 


6.56  miles. 
4.63       do. 


Relative  rates,  1.417  to  1. 


Mean,  -  -  5.59 

Greatest  rate  of  boats,  wind  in  flxvor  6.96  miles.   >      „  ,    . 

do.  do.  adverse  4  88    do.       5      Relative  rates.   1.426  to  1. 

Mean  ratio  of  velocity  of  boat  to  velocity  of  wheel,  wind  in  favor, 

do.  do.  do.  do.         adverse,      .  -  - 

Mean,  -  -  -  .  . 


SECOND    EXPEHIMENT. 

The  steam  boat,  with  thirteen  persons  on  board. 


Points  at  which  the  obser- 
vations were  made. 


Post  300  yds,  W.  of  Del.  lock 
Post-300  yds.  E.  of  Del.  bridge 

Middle  of  Delaware  bridge 

Post  300  yds.  W.  of  Del.bridge 

Mile  post  No.  1. 
No.  2. 

No.  3. 
No.  4. 
Post  300  yds.  E.  ofPenn.  lock 

Post  300  yds.  W.  of  Penn.  lock 

Mile  post  No.  5. 

"       No.  6. 


Time  of 
observa 
tion. 


Steamboat  alone. 


Wind  as  in  1st.  experiment. 
\  Faster  than  boat,  and  in 
<      favor. 

t  Steam   shut   off,  in  part 
?for  20  seconds. 
(  Mure  wash  than  in  first  ex- 
I  perim't  but  still  harmless. 


Pass  Pennsylvania  lock. 

Wind  slower  than  boat.  Swell 
front  of  boat  just  at  a  point  op- 
site  the  bow  was  measured  upon 
itick,  and  found  to  be  about  one 
nich.  Canal  nine  to  ten  feet  deep; 
feet  wide.     Experiment 


c 
li 

O 

Yards. 

Yards. 

26  2-3 

47' 1 

26  2^ 

302 

56 

302 

59 
59 

385 
1770 

55 
176 

44 

1768 
1755 

190 

132 

1764 

Mil's 


7.29 
10!8.42 

39  7. 

417.79 
40 


SECoxn  ExpEniMEXT,  (continued.) 
After  passing  mile  post  No.  6,  a  sloop  was  attached 
by  tow  lines  to  the  steamboat;  the  burthen  of  the  sloop 
was  fort)  -four  tons,  the  actual  loads  being  fifty  tons 
of  anthracite,  and  the  draught  sixty -two  inches  exclu- 
sive of  the  keel.  The  helmsman  of  both  the  steamboat 
and  the  sloop,  not  understanding  the  management  of 
their  respective  vessels,  in  the  new  circumstances  in 
which  they  were  placed,  there  was  so  much  sheering  in 
one  direction  and  another,  that  it  was  deemed  expedi- 
ent to  cast  off  the  tow  lines  on  the  approach  of  the  pas- 
senger barge  which  appeared  in  sight.  The  speed 
was  estimated  ditlerently  at  from  three  to  four  miles 
per  hour,  but  the  checks  which  it  constantly  met  with 
rendered  any  accuracy  of  estimate  out  of  the  question. 
The  passenger  barge, towed  by  eleven  horses,  now  pass- 
ed, and  the  steamboat  followed;  part  of  the  experi- 
ment, which  follows,  was  made  in  the  shallower  end  of 
a  former  mill-pond,  and  the  other  through  about  one 
quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  deep  cut. 
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SFXONr  Experiment,  (contimied.) 
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^  "iReturn    trip    with   steamboat 

— 

— 

- 

M 

S. 

Z                            alone. 

Yds. 

Yds. 

M 

S. 

Miles 

K 

1 

35 

Light  wind  ahead. 

Mile  post  No.  7, 

11 

23 

30 

270 

Mile  post  No.  6,     ^       - 

31 

42 

132 

1769 

8 

12 

7.36 

.70 

37A 

Wind  strengthens. 

Mile  post  No.  5, 

39 

53 

37^ 

190 

1764 
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7.35 

.68 

Post  300  yds   VV.  of  Penn.  lock, 

43 

52 

37  .i 
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Pennsylvania  lock, 

50 

20 

In  lock,  and  going  300  yds. 
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28 

Post  307  yds.  E .  of  Penn .  lock, 

52 

IS 

33 

44 
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Mile  post  No.  4, 
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10 

34A 
34* 

176 
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Mile  post  No.  3, 

12 

02 

20 

35 
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1755 
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7.33 
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Mile  post  No.  2, 

10 

IS 

35i 
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59 

1768 

7 

58 

7.56 
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Mile  post  No.  1, 

17 

55 

59 

1770 

7 

35 

7.92 

.77 

Post  300  yds.  W.  of  Del.  bridge 

19 

40 

— 

56 

385 

1 

46 

7.50 

Middle  of  Delaware  bridge. 

21 

05 

— 

26f|  302 
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24 

Post  300  yds.  E.  of  Del.  bridge. 

22 

57 

'iU 

26|    302 

1 

52 

Post  300  yds.  W.  of  Del.  lock. 

25 

15 

, 

-  1  '^' 

2 

18 

6.98 

.70 

Me.in. 

- 

- 

7.43 

.72 

Mean  veiocity  of  steamboat,  wind  in  favour  7.85  miles  per  hour.  1  Relative  rates. 
7.43  „  5      1.055  to  1. 

Mean,  -  -  7.64 

Greatest  vel.  of  steamboat,   wind  in  favour  8  42  „  \  Relative  rates. 

,,  „  adverse    7.92  „  5      1.068  to  1. 

Mean  ratio  of  velocity  of  boat  to  velocity  of  wheel,  wind  in  favour,         .71 
,,  ,,  ,,  „  .,  adverse,  .72 


Tmnn  Expkriment. 
Steamboat  towing  a  freight  barge  of  twenty-five   tons  burthen,  loaded  with  from  fifteen  to  eighteen  tons  of 
merchandise,  and  drawing  two  and  a  half  feet  of  water. 
Wind  very  light,  in  favour  of  the  boat. 
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6.36 

.62 

_^._95 

.58 

The  passenger  barge  from  tiie  west  appearing  in  sight,  the  freight  barge  was  disengaged,  and  the  boat  put 
about.  At  the  first  part  of  this  experiment  there  was  a  difficulty  encountered  similar  to  that  noticed  in  the  case 
of  the  attempt  to  tow  tlie  sloop,  but  less  in  degree;  it  re.sulted  from  the  inexperience  of  the  helmsman  of  the 
barge,  and  as  soon  as  he  had  been  directed  how  to  steer,  and  followed  the  directions,  there  was  no  further  trou- 
ble from  this  source, 
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FoDUTH  Experiment. 
Steamboat  alone,  reluniing  in  rear  of  the  passenger 
barge  drawn  by  seven  horses. 
Light  wind  ahead. 
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The  barge  had  seven  horses,  which  of  course  were 
fatigued,  for  which  circumstance  allowance  must  be 
made;  there  was,  however,no  point  of  time  in  which  the 
steamboat  could  not  have  passed  the  barge  after  it  had 
come  up  to  it,  and,  in  fact,  during  part  of  the  last  300 
yards,  and  after  passing  the  300  yards  post,  the  steam 
was  slackened  occasionally,  to  keep  from  running  too 
close  to  the  barge. 

Summary  of  the  Average  Results. 


The  wave  from  the  bow  of  the  boat,  owing  to  the  pe- 
culiar form  of  that  paft,fdl  in  with  the  wheels,  and  wai 
disposed  of  by  themj  while  the  lean  form  of  the  stern 
brought  together  the  waves  produced  by  the  wheels, 
which,  therefore,  spread  very  little,  if  at  all,  in  a  later- 
al direction,  that  is,  towards  the  bank?,  being  directed 
towards  the  tow-path  only  in  parts  of  the  curved  por- 
tions of  the  canal.  When  the  barge  was  in  tow,  and 
with  the  more  rapid  rate  then  assumed,  nearly  seven 
miles  per  hour,  there  was  no  perceptible  swell  behind 
the  barge,  the  swell  from  the  wheels  not  appearing  af- 
ter meeting  the  bow  of  the  barge.  There  was  no  ob- 
vious change  in  the  character  ot  tlie  swell  at  low  and 
high  velocities,  but  the  experiments  did  not  permit  nu- 
merical accuracy  upon  this  point. 

At  the  time  when  the  heights  of  tlie  wave  from  the 
barge  and  from  the  steamboat  are  no.ted  in  the  remarks, 
the  barge  was  so  far  before  the  boat  that  the  latter  was 
free  from  any  effect  produced  by  the  swell  of  the  form- 
er. It  was  in  the  deep  cut,  and  the  bow  of  the  barge 
was  elevated,  and  the  stern  depressed,  mounting  an  in- 
clined plane,  while,  besides  the  w  ave  which  preceded 
the  bow,  a  destructive  surge  followed  sweeping  above 
the  stoning  of  the  banks  of  the  tow-path.  The  wave 
from  the  steamboat  was  included  witliin  limits  compris- 
ing only  a  portion  of  the  cover  of  the  banks,  and  did 
not  break  with  the  violence  necessary  to  carry  away 
the  soil  and  pebbles  from  behind  the  stones. 

1  he  boat  suffered  no  sensible  retardation  in  passing 
into  the  deep  cut,  for  in  the  latter  part  of  the  second 
experiment, with  thirty-six  and  thirty  seven  revolutions, 
the  speed  was  about  seven  and  a  half  miles  per  hour, 
while  in  the  wider  portions, with  thirty  seven  and  a  half, 
the  speed  was  about  seven  miles  and  three-quarters, 
'I  he  same  conclusion  is  to  be  drawn  by  comparing  these 
results  with  those  obtained  in  the  Schuylkill;  in  fact, 
the  average  speed  with  a  given  number  of  revolutions 
upon  the  canal,  rather  exceeds  that  with  the  same  num- 
ber upon  the  river. 

The  want  in  power  of  the  engine  prevented  the  ex- 
periments from  being  conclusive  in  relation  to  towing, 
with  high  rates  of  motion,  though  they  seem  to  indi- 
cate greater  advantages  from  towing,  at  rapid  rates.than 
in  moving  with  the  boat  alone.  That  the  speeds  attain- 
ed by  even  this  imperfect  model,  compare  with  those 
which  the  labor  of  eight  horses  is  capable  of  pro- 
ducing, appears  by  the  annexed  memorandum  receiv- 
ed from  the  captain  of  one  of  the  passenger  barges 
which  passes  dally  through  the  canal  on  the  line  from 
Philad-'lphia  to  Baltimore. 


Mean  velocity. 

i 

.Mean  ratio  of 
velocity    of 
boat  to  ve- 

Ilocity  of 
wheel. 

Remarks 

it 

11 

Steamboat  alone 

With  passenger 
barge  in  tow. 

With  freight 
barge  in  tow. 

7.64 
5.59 
5,95 

.71 

55. 
.58 

A  mile  in  7  m. 
and  7-Stlis. 

No    exp'ts 
against  the 
wind. 

36.9 
34.7 
35.1 

In  these  experiments,  at  the  highest  rate  of  motion 
obtained,  there  was  no  swell  produced  in  the  straight 
parts  of  the  canal,  which  woidd  have  been  likely  to'in- 
jure  the    banks  although   not  specially   protected. 


f     '            — '^~^ 

c 

g 

ii  c 

'^' 

40 

K 

"From  ilthto  10th  mile  post. 

9 

6.02 

10           9 

10 

00 

6.00 

9           8 

9 

00 

6.67 

8           7 

8 

40 

6  92 

7          6 

/ 

5S 

7.58 

6           5 

7 

■JO 

8.18 

5           4 

13 

50 

Includes 
lockage. 

4          3 

8  38 

7.02 

3          2 

8  20 

7.20 

2          1 

7|20 

8.18 

1           0 

8 

58 

6.69 

The  average  speed  is  about  nine  minutes  to  the  mile, 
and  two  hours  are  required  to  pa.ss  the  canal." 

While  then  it  would  seem  to  be  au  easy  matter  to 
exceed  the  average  speed  which  is  attainable  in  towing' 
by  horses,  the  swell  produced  by  one  and  by  the  other 
mode  of  conveyance  are  not  comparable  with  each 
I  other. 
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A  review  of  the  experiments  leads  me  to  tlie  conclu- 
sion indicated  in  the  comiTiLncement  of  tiiis  article, 
namely,  th:it  steam  power  may  be  substituted  for  the 
present  method  of  towing-  by  horses  on  large  canals,  with 
great  advantage  to  the  canal,  particularly  at  high  veloc- 
ities. 

There  was  no  opportunity  on  this  occasion  to  exam- 
ine into  the  cost  of  this  mode  of  transportation,  by  as- 
certaining the  amount  of  fuel  consumed  in  the  different 
trips;  this  point  was  investigated,  and  a  further  trial  in 
towing  heavy  vessels  was  made  by  Caleb  Newbold, 
Ksq.  As  the  results  will  serve  to  render  my  statements 
more  full,  I  subjoin  them. 

Rate. 
Hrs.     Mins.     Miles  per  hour. 
"1st.   expt.,    steamboat, 
alone,   St.  Georges  to 
Delaware   Citv,    (4  25 

miles)  '  0  3.3  7.7Z 

2d.  expt. steamboat  alone, 
Delaware  City  to  Ches- 
apeake 1  55  6.91 
3d.  expt.  steamboat  alone, 
Chesapeake  and  Dela- 
ware City,                            1           50                  7.23 
"  In   both  of  the  last  experiments   the  steam  was 
slackened  off  repeatedly  to  accommodate  vessels:  the 
time  given  is  exchisive  of  six  minutes  for  lockage.  The 
most  rapid  rates  ot  motion  were  one  mile  in  six  minutes 
and  twenty  seconds,  t9.48   miles  per  hour,)  and  one 
mile  in  six  minutes  and  thirty  seconds,  (9.23  miles  per 
hour.)     The  greatest  number  of  revolutions  made  in 
one  minute    by  the  wheels  was  forty-two.     575  lbs.    of 
pine  woud,   of  fair  good  quality,  (about  one-fiftli    of  a 
cord,)  were  consumed  in  keeping  up  the  steam  for  one 
hour  and  fifty  miiuites. 

4th.  experiment,  Delaware  City  to  St.  Georges, tow- 
ing the  schooner  William  and  George,  of  45^  tons  bur- 
then, empty,  fifty-six  minutes,  (rate  4.5  miles  per 
hour.) 

"5th.  experiment,  St.  Georges  to  Delaware  City, 
towing  the  sloop  Martha  and  Elizabeth,  of  39  tons, 
clump  built,  heavy  laden, drawing  six  feet  of  water,one 
hour  and  two  minutes,  (rate  4.1  miles  per  hour.)  Part 
of  the  way  there  was  a  fair  wind,  and  part  of  tlie  way  a 
strong  side  wind,  which,  owing  to  the  want  of  keel  of 
the  steamboat,  pressed  it  somewhat  on  tlie  tow  p;(th. 
The  vessel  is  one  of  tlie  heaviest  towers  of  her  class. 
No  difficulty  in  steering,  nor  any  embarrassment  from 
sheering."  

APPENDIX 

To  the  Report  of  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 

States. 

(Concluded  from  vol.  xii.  page  416.) 

Bank  United  States,  Nov.  5,  1833. 

Sir, — Permit  me  to  ask  your  particular  attention  to  a 
draft  forg500,000,  in  favor  of  the  Cashier  of  the  Gi- 
rard  Bank,  which  has  been  brought  into  your  account 
transmitted  by  this  day's  mail. 

The  uniform  practice  has  been  for  the  Treasurer  to 
transmit  to  the  Bank  a  weekly  statement  of  the  drafts 
drawn  by  him  on  the  Bunk  audits  offices.  This  state- 
ment in  its  terms  purports  to  be,  and  has'  always  been 
deemed  to  be,  a  complete  list  of  all  the  drafts  on  the 
Bnnk,— so  well  understood  was  this,  that  when  an  omis- 
sion was  brought  to  your  notice  by  my  predecessor, 
you  answered  on  the  15th  August,  1829,  explaining 
that  the  omission  was  accidental,  and  adding  "I  now 
beg  leave  to  enclose  a  statement  of  the  transfers  refer- 
red to,  and  will  cause  you  to  be  properly  notified  of 
such  as  may  be  directed  hereafter."  Nevertheless,  a 
draft  for  glOO,000  on  the  Office  of  this  Bank  in  Balti- 
more in  favor  of  the  Union  BankofMaryland,andadraft 
on  this  Bank,  also  in  favor  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Mary- 
land for  a  like  sum  of  1^100,000,  of  which  drafts  no  men- 


tion was  made  in  the  lists  transmitted  to  the  Bank,  have 
j  been  presented  and  paid.  On  Saturday.the  2d  inst.,this 
draft  for  §500,000  in  favor  of  the  Cashier  of  the  Girafd 
Bank,  was  presented,  although  since  the  date  of  tliis 
draft  nearly  a  month  had  elapsed,  and  we  have  received 
from  you  five  lists  of  drafts  in  which  this  was  not  men- 
tioned,  yet  it  has  been  paid  from  a  desire  to  do  all  ho- 
nor to  any  thing  whicli  bears  your  signature.  But  the 
'  appearance  in  succession  of  these  large  drafts  without 
being  notified  in  your  lists  which  embrace  the  minutest 
sums,  makes  it  necessary  for  the  security  of  the  Bank, 
to  receive  your  instructions  in  regard  to  them.  Will 
you  tlierefore  have  the  goodness  to  inform  me  whether 
it  is  your  desire  that  tliese  lists  shall  serve  as  a  guide  to 
the  I?ank,  to  be  treated  as  letters  of  advice  of  tlie  drafts, 
and  forming  a  security  against  the  payment  of  those  not 
recognized  by  you,  or  whether  you  autliorize  the  pay- 
ment of  drafts  bearing  your  signature,  although  you  do 
not  advise  the  Bank  of  their  having  been  issued.' 

I  am,  &c.  S.  JAUDON,  Cashier. 

John  Campbeli.,  Esq.,  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  Washington. 

TnEAStJRT    OP    THE    UlTITED    STATES,  > 

November  8th,  1833.  5 
Sir, — I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant, 
calling  my  attention  to  the  fact  of  certain  Treasury 
drafts  having  been  paid  at  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates 
and  its  Office  at  Baltimore,  the  issuing  of  which  had  not 
been  notified  to  the  Bank  in  the  weekly  statement. 

The  general  practice  in  the  Office  of  furnishing  to 
the  Bank,  at  the  close  ofeacli  week,  a  statement  of  the 
drafts  and  warrants  on  it  and  its  Offices,  issued  during 
tlie  week,  is  readily  acknowledged,  a  practice  which  I 
found  in  operation  wiien  I  entered  the  Treasury,  and 
adopted  by  the  department,  I  presume  as  a  mere  mat- 
ter of  convenience  to  the  Bank  in  settling  its  account 
with  its  branches,  and  with  this  Office,  and  not  of  securi- 
tt/  to  the  Bank,  as  you  have  supposed.  Desirous  to  af- 
ford every  facility  to  the  Bank  in  its  transactions  with 
tliis  Office,  which  it  had  received  from  my  predecessor, 
I  had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  upon  being  informed  that 
the  transfer  drafts  had  been  omitted  in  the  weekly 
statements,  that  the  former  practice  should  be  continu- 
ed. Tlie  drafts  in  question,  however,  were  not  of  the 
usual  kind,  and  did  not  properly  belong  to  the  usual 
weekly  statement.  They  were  issued  b)'  direction  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  be  used  in  the  event 
of  certain  c  mtingencies,  upon  failure  of  which  they 
were  to  lie  returned  to  tlie  Treasury  and  cancelled. 
Had  they  been  inserted  in  the  Weekly  Statement,  they 
would  have  led  at  once  to  a  deduction  from  the  Trea- 
surer's account,  when  it  was  hoped  and  expected  tliat 
the  occasion  might  not  arise  for  presenting  them  for 
payment.  Upon  presenting  them  for  tliis  purpose, 
the  Banks,  in  whose  favor  they  were  drawn,  were  in- 
structed to  give  immediate  notice  to  this  office,  in  or- 
der that  they  might  be  inserted  in  the  weekly  state- 
ments. This  you  will  find  was  accordingly  done,  by 
referring  to  the  statement  of  the  12th  ulliiiio.  At  what 
time  the  practice  of  furnishing  the  weekly  statements 
originated,  I  am  not  able  to  say,  but  the  only  use  which 
appeared  to  be  made  of  them  was  to  enable  the  Bank 
to  keep  up  its  aggregate  account,  with  the  Treasurer 
and  the  Branches  as  before  stated.  That  they  could 
not  have  been  intended  "to  serve  as  letters  of  advice  of 
the  drafts,  or  as  forming  a  security  to  the  Bank,  against 
those  not  recognized  by  the  Treasurer,"  is  evident  from 
the  fact  (among  others)  that  the  drafts  rejiorted  in  it, 
being  issued  on  any  day  in  the  week,  and  the  statement 
not  sent  until  the  close  of  the  business  on  Saturday, 
must  in  most  cases  have  been  presented  and  paid  before 
the  statement  came  to  hand,  It  Wiis  nevertheless  not 
intended  to  take  the  Bank  by  surprise.  The  holders 
as  I'understand  were  requested  to  apprize  the  Bank  of 
their  having  contingent  drafts  upon  it,  and  have  in  fact 
been  in  communication  with  the  Bank  on  the  subject. 
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From  this  statement  you  will  readily  perceive,  that 
there  was  no  disposition  to  withhold  Irom  the  Bank  any 
information  that  had  been  usual,  or  was  considered  ne- 
cessary for  the  convenience  ot  the  Bank.  The  informa- 
tion was  not  considered  necessary  as  notice  to  the  Bank 
at  the  time  the  drafts  were  issued,  and  the  office  had 
provided  the  means,  and  was  in  the  course  of  furnishing 
the  information  in  time  to  answer  the  only  purpose  for 
which  it  was  believed  to  have  bt- en  used.  The  only 
drafts  now  out  of  the  contingent  character  above  stated, 
and  which  have  not  been  introduced  into  the  weekly 
statements,  are  three  drafts  fur  gaOU.OOO  each,  on  the 
Branch  in  NfW  York  in  favor  of  the  Bank  of  America, 
Mechanics'  Bank,  and  the  Manhattan  Company,  all  of 
New  York.  In  the  course  of  next  week,  1  shall  be  able 
to  inform  you  whether  tliey  are  intended  to  be  used,  or 
to  be  returned  to  this  office.  If  they  are  presented  by 
the  proper  officer  of  the  respective  iSanks  above  stated, 
they  will,  I  hope,  be  honored,  and  if  they  are  retnrned, 
I  shall  immediately  advise  you  of  it.  The  occasion 
which  was  supposed  to  make  drafts  of  this  description 
proper  having  now  passed,  1  am  instructed  by  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  to  inform  you,  that  no  drafts 
will  be  issued  but  such  as  are  intended  to  be  presented 
and  paid.  These  will  be  included  in  the  weekly  state 
ments  as  usual.  Whether  the  drafts  which  may  be 
presented  are  genuine  or  not,  or  payment  demanded  by 
the  person  lawfully  authorized  to  receive  it,  you  must 
on  all  occasions  as  heretofore  decide  for  yourself,  on 
your  own  responsibility. 

I  am,  very  respectCully,  sir,  your  ob't  servant, 

JOHN  CAMPBELL,  Treasurer  ) 
United  States.        ) 

S,  Jaudost,  Esq.,  Cashier  Bank  U.  States. 


Sank  of  thf.  United  States, 
November  15th,  1833. 


Sir, 


I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  your  letter  of 
the  8th  instant,  in  which  you  inform  me  that  the  drafts 
were  issued  by  you  witliout  the  accustomed  notice  to 
the  Bank,  because  they  "were  not  of  the  usual  kind," 
and  were  "issued  by  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  to  be  used  in  the  event  of  certain  contin- 
gencies." 

Without  feeling  myself  disposed  or  authorised  to  say 
any  thing  as  to  the  general  character  of  these  drafts,  I 
am  constrained  to  recur  to  the  subject  for  the  purpose 
of  apprizing  you  that  such  drafts  are  so  entirely  at  va- 
riance with  the  present  instructions  of  the  Treasury, 
that  it  has  become  necessary,  as  well  for  the  Treasury 
as  for  the  Bank,  either  to  discontinue  the  practice  of 
drawing  without  notice,  or  else  to  make  the  instructions 
conform  to  it. 

In  my  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  I  brought  to  your  no- 
tice the  fact  of  the  omission  of  the  drafts  on  the  weekly 
statements,  because  the  drafts  being  drawn  on  distant 
parts  of  the  establishment,  could  only  be  known  to  the 
Bank  at  Philadelphia  by  your  weekly  statements,  and 
because  the  suppression  (roni  these  weekly  lists  of  drafts 
outstanding  for  many  weeks  seem  to  require  that  some 
explanation  should  be  requested.  Your  reply  that  it 
was  not  necessary  to  notice  these  as  a  m.atter  of  security 
to  the  Bank,  because  the  drafts  drawn  in  the  course  of 
the  week  might  be  presented  before  the  list  sent  at  the 
end  of  the  week  covdd  reach  the  Bank,  is  undoubtedly 
true  The  weekly  lists  are  for  the  general  information 
of  the  Bank,  but  you  are  perfectly  aware  that,  in  order 
to  supply  this  very  defect  in  the  weekly  statements,  and 
for  the  very  express  purpose  of  giving  a  not'ce  contem- 
poraneous with  the  draft  itself,  you  furnish  a  daily  list 
to  the  Bank,  and  to  every  Branch  drawn  upon,  of  the 
drafu  drawn  upon  them  respectively  on  that  day,  and 
this  with  the  avowed  specified  object  of  guarding  the 
Baok  against  frauds.  Your  circular  and  "confidential" 
letter  to  the  Cashier  of  the  Bank,  and  to  the  Cashiers 
of  all  the  Branches,  is  in  these  words: — 


"Tkeasurt  or  the  United  States,"^ 
June  23d,  1829.     3 
"Sir, 
"In  compliuice  with  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  under  dale  of  the  20d  instant,  I  have  the 
honor  to  inform  you  that  a  daily  list,  to  commence  with 
the  26th  instant,  will  be  transmitted  to  you  by  this  of- 
fice of  the   warrants  that  may  be  directed   during  the 
day  to  your  institution  for  payment.     It  is  believed  that 
this  measure  is  calculated  to  prevent  frauds  upon   the 
Banks;  and  as  a  precaution  ugainst  its  falling  into  impro- 
per hands,  the  list  will  not  be  accompanied  by  any  let- 
ter or  explanatory  remark,  but  will  merely  contain  the 
number  of  the  warrant,   whether  on  account  of  the 
I'reasurj ,  AVar,  or  Navy  Department,  the  name  of  the 
party  in  whose  favor  it  is  drawn,  and  the  amount. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  ob't  servant, 

(Signed,)  JOHN  CAMI'BKLL, 

Treasurer  of  the  United  States." 

You  will  readily  perceive,  that  according  to  this  let- 
ter, the  Treasury,  in  order  to  prevent  frauds  upon  the 
Bank,  gives  a  daily  list  of  drafts  daily  drawn,  and  for 
fear  this  vei'y  daily  list  might  be  perverted,  it  was  fram- 
ed in  a  particular  manner,  so  as  not  to  be  intelligible 
if  it  fell  into  improper  hands. 

The  officers  to  whom  this  letter  was  addressed  natu- 
rally presumed  that  this,  daily  and  confidentially  com- 
municated, was  to  serve  as  a  giriae  and  check  on  the 
drafts  themselves,  and  the  Treasury  was  apprised  that 
no  drafts  should  be  paid  unless  they  were  on  these  lists. 
Of  thisf\ict  the  files  of  the  Treasury  furnish  this  illus- 
tration. I'he  Cashier  of  the  Branch  at  New  York  wrote 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  12th  of  April, 
0. 

'I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  advice  of 
drafts  from  the  Treasury  on  this  Branch.  The  follow- 
ing were  presented  some  days  since,  anil  payment  re- 
fused for  want  of  advice,  viz: 


War  586 

John  Riddle 

g    170 

585 

do. 

7,577  56 

58r 

do. 

752  12 

588 

do. 

1,016 

"All  those  advised  on  the  7th  and  8th  instant  are 
without  the  names  of  the  parties  to  whom  they  were 
given,  and  no  discrimination  as  to  army  or  navy.  I  shall 
in  future  refuse  to  pay  in  every  case  where  advice  is 
not  given. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  ROBINSON,  Cashier. 
"Hon.    S.   D,  Ingham, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Washington." 

This  letter  was  referred  to  you  by  the  Secretary, and 
in  your  answer,  dated  the  17th  of  April,  1830,  you  say 
— "Your  refusal  to  pay  the  warrants  is  considered 
quite  proper.  Tiie  inconvenience  which  the  parties 
m.13'  have  incurred  from  it  is  indeed  much  to  be  regret- 
ted, but  a  payment  without  advice  would  be  upon  the 
responsibility  of  tiie  Bank." 

You  cannot  fail  to  perceive  the  embarrassment  to 
which  the  relations  between  the  Treasury  and  the  Bank 
are  now  subjected— and  the  example  of  the  Branch  at 
New  York  is  worthy  of  special  attention.  You  have 
been  sending  to  that  Branch  a  daily  list  professing  to 
give  a  description  of  every  draft  drawn  upon  the  Branch 
on  that  day.  The  Cashier  receives  this  and  confides  in 
it.  He  has  already  refused  to  p.ay  drafts  not  en  that 
list  and  the  Treasury  has  directed  h'im  to  refuse  in  fu- 
ture. Yet  it  now  appears  that  while  his  daily  list  con- 
tains the  most  trifling  sums,  there  are  drawn  upon  him 
three  checks  of  §500,000,  each  without  any,  the  least 
notice  of  them  on  either  the  daily  list  or  the  weekly 
list.  The  consecpicnce  is  that  had  they  been  present- 
ed a  week  afjo,  the  payment  of  them  would  necessarily 
have  been  refused  and  the  Treasury  draft  h.avc  been 
I  dishonored  in  consequence  of  the  Trc.isury  instructions. 


S4 


BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES— APPENDIX. 


[Jahtjaht 


They  would  be  dishonoi-ed  now,  but  that  in  order  to 
give  every  facility  to  the  business  of  the  Treasury,  the 
Cashier  was  by  me  apprised  of  them  and  authorized  to 
pay  them  after  the  receipt  of  your  letter.  You  further 
state  that  "the  holders  of  the  drafts  were  requested  to 
apprise  the  Bank  of  their  having'  conting-cnt  drafts  upon 
it — and  liave  in  fact  been  in  communication  with  the 
Bank  upon  the  subject;"  and  you  add,  that  "from  this 
statement  you  will  readily  perceive  that  there  was  no 
disposition  to  withhold  from  the  Bank  any  information 
that  had  been  usual,  or  was  considered  necessary  for 
the  convenience  of  the  Bank." 

I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  you  woiild  never  consent  to 
any  thing  calculated  to  mislead  or  to  deceive  the  Bank, 
and  yet  you  cannot,  I  think,  fail  to  perceive  to  how 
many  difficulties  this  statement  is  exposed.  You  ob- 
serve that  "there  was  no  disposition  to  withhold  from 
tl)e  Bank  any  information  that  hud  been  usual  "  Yet 
the  weekly  lists  were  usual — the  daily  lists  were  not 
only  usual — but  were  declared  by  the  Treasury  itself 
indispensable.  Yet  these  were  withheld.  You  "further 
remark  that  the  holders  of  the  drafts  were  requested  to 
apprise  tlie  Bank  of  their  existence.  If  so,  tlie  Trea- 
sury must  have  thought  it  necessary  that  the  Bank 
should  be  informed  of  it,  and  the  question  naturally  oc- 
curs, why  should  not  that  information  have  been  given 
ill  the  usual  and  regular  way,  rather  than  leave  it  to  the 
uncertain  compliance  with  a  request  by  the  holder  of 
the  drafts,  for  it  appears  by  the  report  of  the  Cashier 
of  the  Branch  in  New  Yoik,  that  he  has  received  no 
notice  of  the  e.\istence  of  these  outstanding  drafts  ex- 
cept through  me. 

1  am  tlie  less  surprised  at  their  omission,  since  even 
with  the  disposition  which  you  have  yourself  manifest- 
ed to  communicate  accurate  information  to  the  Bank, 
one  of  these  very  drafts  seems  to  have  escaped  your 
own  notice.  Thus  in  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  you 
state  that  "the  only  drafts  now  out  of  the  contingent 
cliaracter  above  stated,  and  which  have  not  been  intro- 
duced into  the  weekly  .statements,  are  three  drafts  for 
§500,000  each  on  the  Branch  in  New  York."  Now 
on  the  4th  instant,  a  draft  for  $100,000  on  the  Branch 
in  Baltimore  was  paid,  bearing  date  the  4th  of  October. 
Of  this  draft  no  advice  has  ever  yet  been  received  from 
you  in  the  weekly  list.  Allow  me  then  to  repeat  my 
request  that  if  these  daily  and  weekly  statements  are  to 
be  continued,  they  may  be  rendered  what  they  profess 
to  be — accurate  accounts  on  which  the  Bank  may  rely 
in  the  arrangements  of  its  business. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  JAUDON,   Cashier. 

John  Campbf.li,,    Esq. 

Treasurer  United  States,  Washington. 

Tkeasuht  of  the  Uniteb  States,  7 
November  25,  1833.      5 
Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  15th  instant,  in  reply  to  mine  of 
the  8th,  in  relation  to  certain  Transfer  Drafts,  which 
were  issued,  as  I  had  informed  you,  in  compliance 
with  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
I  received  in  due  time. 

A  desire  that  the  transactions  of  this  Office  with  the 
Bank  may  be  correctly  understood,  and  that  cei-tain 
communications  of  mine  to  which  your  letter  has  had 
reference,  may  be  more  fully  explained,  which  I  per- 
ceive have  been  entirely  misapprehended,  induce  me 
to  trouble  you  with  this  reply.  You  inform  me  that 
"such  drafts  are  so  entirely  at  variance  with  the  pre- 
sent instructions  of  the  Treasury,  that  it  has  become 
necessary,  as  well  for  the  Treasury  as  for  the  Bank, 
either  to  discontinue  the  practice  of  drawing  without 
notice,  or  else  to  make  the  instructions  conf  )rm  to  it." 
and  you  refer  me  to  a  letter  of  mine  of  the  23d  of  June, 
1829,  communicating  certain  instructions  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  requiring  daily  lists  of  the  war- 
ranls  directed  to  the  Bank  for  payment  during  the  day, 


as  the  instructions  of  the  Treasury  which  have  not  been 
complied  with  by  not  furnishing  a  list  of  certain  transfer 
drafts.  A  reference  to  those  instructions  cannot  fail  to 
disclose  to  you  that  you  have  entirely  misunderstood 
them.  What  are  they?  They  are  that  "  a  daily  list 
will  be  transmitted  to  you  by  this  office,  of  the  warrants 
that  may  be  directed  during  the  day  to  your  Institution 
for  payment."  Nothing  is  said  in  these  instructions  of 
furnishing  a  daily  list  of  Transfer  Drafts. 

It  surely  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  point  out  to  you 
the   manifest   difference   between  a  warrant  with  the 
Treasurer's  order,    annexed  to  it,  directed  to  the  Bank 
for  payment  of  money  out  of  the  Treasury,  and  a  trans- 
fer draft  issued  by  the  order  of  the  Secretary  to  transfer 
public  funds  from  one  Bank  to  another.     There  never 
have  been  any  instructions  from  the  Treasury  requiring 
me  to  furnish  daily  lists  of  transfer  drafts,   they  never 
have   been  included  in  a   single  instance,   in  the  daily 
lists   of  warrants,    that  have  been  directed  during  the 
day  for  payment. 
I      The  Transfer  drafts  are  included  in  the  weekly  state- 
ments,    not   to  guard  the  Bank  against  frauds,  as  you 
have  supposed,  but  for  the  purpose  of  general  inforraa- 
tion  in  regulating  the  Treasurer's  aggregate    account 
!  with  the  Bank  and  its  branches.     You  proceed  to  state 
!  however,  that  I  must  be   "  perfectly  aware  that  to  sup- 
j  ply   this  defect  in   the  weekly  statement,  and  for  the 
I  express  purpose  of  giving  a   notice  contemporaneous 
;  with  the  draft  itself,  and  a  daily  list  is  furnished  to  the 
Bank  and  every  Branch  drawn  on,  of  the  drafts  drawn 
upon  them  respectively  on  that  day,  and  that  with  the 
avowed  specified  purpose  of  guarding  the  Bank  against 
frauds."     How  can  the  daily  lists  of  warrants  be  inten- 
ded for   such  a  purpose  in  relation  to  transfer  drafts, 
when  the  transfer  drafts  •are  never  included  in  it,  and 
when  no  daily  lists  of  transfer  drafts  have  ever   been 
j  furnished? 

The  drafts  alluded  to  were  not  included  in  the  usual 
weekly  statements,  for  the  reasons  stated  in  my  last 
letter.  It  was  not  known  certainly  whether  they 
1  would  be  presented  and  paid,  or  returned  to  the  De- 
I  partmentand  cancelled.  It  was  therefore  thought  the 
I  most  correct  course  not  to  include  them  in  the  amount 
j  drawn  for  during  the  week  by  this  office,  until  it  was 
known  they  were  to  be  paid:  and  the  holders  were  di- 
;  rected  to  give  the  proper  imformation  to  the  Treasury, 
i  if  the  drafts  were  intended  to  be  used.  If  they  bad 
j  been  included  in  the  amount  drawn  for  during  the 
j  week,  and  not  paid,  an  erroneous  exhibition  of  the 
I  Treasurer's  Account  would  have  been  the  conse- 
quence. 

!t  was  satisfactorily  shown  in  my  letter  of  the  8th,  that 
the  practice  of  furnishing  weekly  reports  to  the  Bank 
of  the  drafts  drawn  on  it  and  its  Branches  during  the 
week,  being  anterior  to  my  entrance  into  the  Treasury, 
was  continued  as  a  matter  of  convenience  to  the 
Bank,  for  general  inforra.ation,  and  not  as  required  by 
any  Treasury  instructions,  and  that  the  mode  in  which 
the  contingent  drafts  were  intended  to  be  reported  in 
these  statements,  was  suitable  to  the  character  and  ob- 
ject of  these  statements.  The  question  therefore  now 
remaining,  seems  only  to  be,  whether  it  was  usual,  or 
was  required  by  the  Treasury  instructions,  for  the 
Treasurer  to  give  daily  or  contemporaneous  notice  of 
the  Transfer  Drafts  to  the  Bank  or  Branches  on 
which  they  were  drawn. 

To  this  question  the  negative  can  be  confidently  af- 
firmed— 

In  the  circular  letter  from  this  office  of  23d  June, 
1829,  written  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  quoled  by  you  at  length,  the  Banks  are 
informed,  that  a  daily  list  will  be  "transmitted  to  them 
of  the  Warrants  that  may  be  directed  to  them  during 
the  day  for  payment,"  which  list  to  prevent  its  being 
used  in  case  it  should  fall  into  improper  liands,  "  will 
merely  contain  the  number  of  the  warrant,  whether  on 
account  of  the  Treisury,  War,  or  Navy  Department, 
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the  name  of  the  party  in  whose  favour  it  is  drawn,  and  j 
the  amount."     It  was  on  Warrants  designated  as  War  | 
Warrants  that  the   Branch  at  New   York  refused  to  | 
make  payment  without  advice.and  not  Transfer  Drafts,  | 
and  the  refusal  to  pay  the  warrant,  I  of  course  approv- 
ed, as  the  notice  in  such  case  was  required  by  tlie  regu-  | 
lations  of  the    Treasury.     If  any  doubt  remained  upon 
this  subject,  the  history  of  tiiese   Warrants   will  suffi- 
ciently shew  the  practice  of  the  office   in  this  respect, 
and  the  perfect  understanding  of  it  on   tiie  part  of  the 
Branch  Bank  at  New  York,  for  on  the   day  that   the 
Cashier  refused  to  pay  the  warrant  for  want  of  notice, 
he  paid  Transfer  Draft  No.  94,  for  $200,000,  without 
notice,  and  three  days  after,  Transfer  Draft  No.  96,  for 
100,000  dollars  without  notice. 

I  need  scarce  add  that  the  failure  to  report  draft:  No. 
547,  for  100,000  dollars,  on  tlie  Baltimore  Office,  in 
the  statement  of  the  9th  inst.,  was  an  omission  of  the 
Clerk.  It  was  nevertheless  not  "  outstanding'"  at 
the  time  my  letter  was  written,  having  been  paid  on 
the  4th,  and  doubtless  immediately  reported  to  you. 

The  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  IJnited  States  has 
given  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the  sole  power 
of  ordering  transfers  of  the  public  funds  from  place  to 
place,  for  the  convenience  of  the  public  service,  and  he 
of  course  must  judge  of  their  necessity  and  legality.  It 
would  therefore  be  out  of  place  in  me  to  offer  any  ob- 
servations as  to  the  character  of  the  drafts  fo  which 
some  allusion  has  been  made.  He  is  responsible  to 
the  nation  for  the  proper  exercise  of  this  power,  and  of 
course  cannot  be  controled  in  it  by  any  officer  of  the 
Treasury  or  of  the  Bank,  as  I  conceive.  'The  charter 
of  the  Bank  provides  "  that  whenever  required  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  said  corporation  shall 
give  the  necessary  facilities  for  transferring  the  public 
funds  from  place  to  place  within  the  United  States  or 
the  territories  thereof,  and  for  distributing  the  same  in 
payment  of  the  public  creditors."  The  form  in  which 
this  power,  thus  confided  to  the  Secretary,  is  to  be  car- 
ried into  effect,  he  has  prescribed  in  his  instructions  to 
the  Bank,  of  May  28th,  1829,  and  were  accordingly 
communicated  to  all  the  Banks  in  which  there  were 
public  funds.     These  instructions  are  as  follows: 

"When  transfers  are  to  be  made  of  public  funds  from 
one  bank  to  another,  the  Treasurer  will  issue  a  trans- 
fer draft  upon  the  bank  in  which  the  funds  may  be  at 
his  credit  in  favor  of  the  Bank  to  which  they  are  to  be 
transferred,  for  the  amount  required,  stating  that  it  is 
to  be  placed  to  his  cred't  in  such  Bank.  This  draft 
will  be  recorded  by  the  Register,  who  will  authenticate 
the  record  by  his  signature  upon  the  draft,  and  will  fi- 
nally receive  the  written  sanction  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury." 

The  'Transfer  Draft  signed  by  the  Treasurer,  Regis- 
ter and  Secretary  in  pursuance  of  these  instructions,  is 
the  form  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  for  carrying  into 
effect  the  power  confided  to  his  discretion  of  order- 
ing transfers  of  the  public  funds  from  place  to  place. 
It  was  adopted  to  give  authenticity  to  the  order,  and 
to  enable  the  Treasurer  to  render  an  accurate  account 
of  the  state  of  the  public  funds  in  the  Bank  and  its 
Branches,  and  not  in  consequence  of  his  having  any 
discretion  or  control  over  the  subject.  He  has  there- 
fore rigidly  and  strictly  conformed  to  all  the  instruc- 
tions given  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  this 
subject,  and  whenever  he  shall  direct  that  daily  notices 
of  Transfer  Drafts  as  well  as  of  VVarrants,shall  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  Banks  by  this  Office,  those  instructions 
shall  with  great  pleasure  be  complied  with  on  my  part, 
but  until  such  instructions  are  given,  the  practice  of 
this  Office  will  be  continued  as  heretofore. 

When  disbursements  of  money  are  to  be  made  out  of 
the  treasury,  the  law  has  pointed  out  the  duty  of  the 
Treasurer.  Such  disbursements  are  to  be  made  alone 
upon  the  Warrant  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
coijntersigned  by  the  Comptroller,  and  recorded  and 
authenticated  by  the  signature  of  the  Register;  and  by 
Vol.  XUI.  4 


the  regulations  of  the  Treasury  of  the  28th  of  .May, 
1829,  which  were  also  communicated  to  all  the  Banks 
in  which  there  were  public  deposits,  the  Treasurer  is 
required  to  write  his  order  for  the  payment  of  the  mo- 
ney upon  the  Warrant.  And  by  another  regulation  the 
Treasurer  is  required  to  transmit  to  the  Bank  a  daily 
list  of  the  Warrants  thus  directed  during  the  day  to  the 
bank  for  payment.  Tliese  regulations  iiave  been,  .and 
will  continue  to  be  uniformly  complied  with. 

I  am  very  respectfully,  sir,  youi'  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  CAMPL5F.LL. 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States. 
S.  Jicnoif,  Esa-  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  Philadelphia. 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  7 
December  9th,  1833.      3 
Sir, 

My  absence  from  Philadelphia  when  your  favor  of 
the  25th  ult.  reached  there,  and  much  occupation  since 
my  return,  have  prevented  an  early  reply  to  it.  This  I 
shall  now  make  as  briefly  as  possible.  You  account  for 
the  omission  t;>  give  daily  notice  of  what  you  have  call- 
ed the  "  Contingent  Drafts,"  for  §2,300,000,  by  saying 
that  you  had  agreed  to  give  notice  only  of  warrants.and 
not  of  transfer  drafts.  Now  it  cannot  fail  I  think, to  oc- 
cur to  you,  that  these  "  Contingent  Drafts"  are  not  in 
their  nature  at  all  Transfer  Drafts  in  the  sense  hitherto 
understood,  but  are  in  fact  mere  warrants 

The  Transfer  Drafts,  as  you  justly  state,  arise  under 
that  provision  of  the  Charter  which  obliges  the  Bank, 
whenever  required  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
to  give  the  necessary  facilities  for  transferring  the  pub- 
lic funds  from  place  to  place,  within  the  United  States 
or  the  territories  thereof,  and  for  distributing  the  same 
in  payment  of  the  public  creditors,  without  charging 
commissions  or  claiming  allowance  on  account  of  differ- 
ence of  exchange.  Accordmgly  the  Transfer  Draft  was 
designed  to  direct  the  Bank  to  make  transfers.  Its  ve- 
ry name  imports  it— its  very  words  order  it.   It  runs: 

"  Pay  to order  $ to  be  placed  to  my 

credit  in  that [office  or  Bank,"  as  the  case  may 

be,]  that  is,  it  directs  the  Bank  to  place  a  credit  in  fa- 
vor of  the  Treasurer  in  such  another  place — whether  it 
be  a  Branch  of  this  Bank,  or  a  State  Bank. 

The  Contingent  Draft,  although  it  is  the  same  form 
as  the  Transfer  Draft,  has  not  one  of  its  qualities.  It  is 
called  a  'I'ransfer  Draft — yet  it  directs  nothing  to  be 
transferred — it  is  issued  under  a  provision  that  the 
Bank  shall  transfer  the  public  money  from  place  to 
place,  without  charging  for  the  rate  of  exchange,  yet  it 
is  issued  in  favor  of  a  Bank  in  the  same  place,  not  dis- 
tant one  hundred  yards,  and  where  no  difference  of 
exchange  was  possible.  The  arrangement  of  1819, 
stipulates  that  a  certain  time  shall  be  allowed  for  making 
transfers  from  place  to  place.  But  this  Contingent 
Draft  is  immediate  and  peremptory,  and  admits  of  no 
delay.  How  nearly  it  resembles  the  ordinary  warrant 
may  be  seen  from  their  respective  forms.  I'he  war- 
rant runs  thus: 

•'  Pay  to  A.  B.  or  order,  out  of  the  appropriation  na- 
med in  the  margin  g 

This  Transfer  Draft  runs: 

•'Pay  to  A.B.  Cxshier  of  or  order  $ to 

I  be  placed  to  my  credit  in  that  Bank." 
!  This  Transfer  Draft  like  the  Warrant  is  endoreed  in 
blank  just  as  an  ordinary  check — it  is  in  point  of  fact 
neither  more  nor  less  than  a  warrant  at  sight.  'The  ve- 
ry name  of  a  Contingent  Draft  is  a  financial  novelty — 
and  so  far  as  is  intelligible  in  this  case,  it  describes  an 
order  for  two  miUioTis  three  hundred  thousand  dollars 
on  the  Bank,  not  merely  without  notice  of  its  existence 
— but  with  the  strongest  presumption  against  its  exis- 
tence, and  depcnden  t  for  its  immediate  presentation 
on  the  contingencies  which  the  Bank  did  not  know, 
and  the  Treasury  could  not  control.  Thus  you  state 
that  the  holders  of  these  drafts,  "were  directed  to  give 
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the  proper  information  to  the  Treasury  if  the  drafts 
were  intended  to  be  used,"  yet  in  fact  the  holders 
could  not  themselves  know  whether  they  meant  to  pre- 
sent them  an  hour  before  the  actual  presentation.  Wliat 
I  ventured  therefore  to  state  was,  that  while  you  pro- 
fessed to  give  notice,  of  the  ,  smallest  demands  on  the 
Bank,  you  avoid  giving  notice  of  demands  for  between 
two  and  three  millions  of  dollars,  of  precisely  the  same 
character,  and  the  existence  of  which  it  was  far  more 
necessary  for  the  Bank  to  know.  But  supposing  all 
this  to  be  exactly  as  you  view  it — supposing  this  Trans- 
fer Draft  not  to  be  in  fact  a  warrant,  and  therefore  not 
necessarily  lo  be  included  in  the  daily  list,  one  thing 
becomes  inevitable.  If  this  Transfer  Draft  is  not  a 
warrant,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  it  is  a  Transfer  Draft. 
Then,  if  it  be  not  a  warrant  which  must  be  put  on  the 
daily  list,  it  must  be  a  draft  to  be  put  on  tlie  weekly 
list.  Now  it  was  not  put  upon  either.  Neitlier  the  daily 
list  which  you  sent  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the 
Bank  against  frauds;  nor  the  weekly  list,  which  you 
considered  as  a  matter  of  convenience  to  the  Bank  for 
general  information,  and  on  which  you  have  always 
placed  the  Transfer  Drafts,  contained  any  notice  what- 
ever of  these  drafts.  If  it  be  true  tliat  you  never 
put  a  Transfer  Draft  on  the  daily  list,  it  is  equally 
true,  that  until  now, you  have  never  designedly  omitted 
one  from  the  weekly  list.  So  that  by  whatever  names 
the  drafts  on  the  lists  be  called,  the  result  is  the  same 
— that  orders  from  the  Treasury  for  the  immediate 
payment  by  the  Bank,  of  two  millions,  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  have  been  issued  without  the  habitual 
notice  which  has  heretofore  been  always  given  of  simi- 
lar demands  upon  the  Bank.  Having  thus  for  t^e  sake 
of  a  clear  understanding  between  the  Bank  and  the 
Treasury,  re-stated  my  views  of  the  subject,  I  will  only 
add,  that  I  am  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, S.  JAUDON,  Cashier. 
J.  Campbell,  Esa-  Treasurer  of  tlie 

United  States,  Washington,  D.  C. 


From  Poulson's  American  Daily  Advertiser. 
■     PHILADELPHIA  BOARD  OF  TRADE. 

Januabt  1st,  1834. — A  stated  meeting  of  the  Phila- 
delphia Board  of  Trade,  was  held  at  the  Merchants' 
Coffee  House.  THOMAS  P.  COPE,  Esq.  President 
of  the  Board,  in  the  Chair,  and  a  very  large  number  of 
members  present. 

The  annual  Report  of  the  Directors  was  read  and 
adopted. 

Heniit  Troth,  Esq.  offered  the  following  preamble 
and  resolution,  whicii  were  adopted  with  two  dissenting 
voices. 

Whereas,  the  Board  of  Trade  was  instituted  by  the 
Merchants  and  Traders  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  as  a 
special  guardian  to  watch  over  and  protect  the  various 
interests  which  support  and  sustain  their  prosperity  ; 
and  whilst  it  utterly  disclaims  any  connexion  with  the 
politics  of  the  country,  either  local  or  general,  or  any 
wish  to  subserve  party  purposes,  it  would  prove  re- 
creant to  the  principles  upon  which  it  was  founded, 
were  it  to  shrink  from  an  open  and  fearless  expression 
of  its  opinions  upon  any  great  question  which  vitally 
affects  the  interests  and  prosperity  of  the  Trade  and 
Commerce  of  the  country. 

And  whereas,  this  association  has  witnessed  with  deep 
concern  the  sudden  change  which]  has  come  over  the 
community,  and  spread  gloom  and  apprehension 
throughout  the  great  interests  which  support  its  pros- 
perity; and  believing  that  this  change  cannot  be  as- 
cribed to  any  other  cause  than  the  policy  of  the  govern- 
ment towards  the  B^nk  of  the  United  States,  by  which 
the  pecuniary  concerns  of  the  country  have  been  de- 
ranged to  an  alarming  degree;  and  believing  also  that 
nothing  will  counteract  these  evils,  and  restore  the 
confidence  of  the  .people  in  their  future  prospects  but 


the  restoration  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  the 
station  it  has  heretofore  held  as  an  agent  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  be 
instructed  to  prepare  and  forward  to  Congress  a  memo- 
rial embracing  the  principles  set  forth  in  the  foregoing 
preamble,  and  such  other  matter  as  diey  may  think  ap- 
propriate for  the  occasion. 

The  following  named  gentlemen  were  elected  offi- 
cers and  directors  for  the  en>^uing  year: 

PaESiDENT — Thomas  P.  Cope. 

Vice  Phesidents, 

Mathew  Newkirk,       |      Richard  Price. 

Treasurer— Thomas  C.  Rockhill. 

Secrbtart— George   W.  Toland. 

Managers, 


Robert  Toland, 
Caleb  Cope, 
John    Haseltine, 
John  S.  Riddle, 
Lewis  Wain, 
William  H.  Hart, 
Wm.  R.  Thompson. 
M.  D.  Lewis, 
Evan  Rogers, 
W.   W.   M'Main, 
Thomas  P.  Hoopes, 

THOMAS  P.  COPE,  Pre.sident. 


Hugh  F.   Hollingshead, 
John  Grigg, 
Richard  D.  Wood, 
Alexander  Read, 
Edward  Roberts, 
Robert  Patterson, 
J.  G.  Stacey, 
J.  C.  Oliver, 
Alexander  Ferguson, 
Frederick  Fraley. 


G.  W.  ToLANi),  Secretary. 
'I  he  Report  of  of  the  Directors  will  be  published  in  a 
ibsequent  paper. 


From  the  Commercial  Herald. 
VESSELS. 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  number  and  descrip- 
tions of  vessels  built  in  this  City,  during  the  years 
1829,  1830,  1831,  1832,  and  1833.  The  increase  of 
new  tonnage  this  year,  over  1832,  is  upwards  of  1757 
tons. 

New  Tonnage. 
1829— 2  ships  723.71-95th. 

8  brigs  1486.46 
5  schooners    390.90 

9  sloops  281.83 

2  steamboats  641.51 

Total,  3,524.56-95tha, 

1830— 2  ships  553.68-95ths. 

3  brigs  579.63 
8  schooners    486.63 

14  sloops  361.56 

3  steamboats  608,51 

Total,  2,590.6.95th3, 

1936.79-95ths. 

859.20 

392.39 

336-23 

Total,  3,525.61  95ths. 

1733.42-95ths. 

300.46 

482.71 

516.85 

125.48 

Total,  3,159.7-95ths. 

1833—8  ships  3196.46-95ths. 

5  brigs  644.51 

5  schooners    351.50 
8  sloops  410.10 

1  steamboat    314.29 

Total,  4,916.86.95ths. 


1831 — 5  ships 
4  brigs 
7  schooners 

10  sloops 

1832—4  ships 
2  brigs 
6  schooners 

11  sloops 

1  steamboat 


COMMERCE  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 

We  publish  to-day  a  table  showing  the  total  number 
of  arrivals  at  this  port  from  January  1st  1786,  to  Dec. 
24th,  1833,  embracing  a  period  of  nearly  48  years  (ex- 
cepting however  about  six  months  of  1789,and  the  whole 
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of  the  years  1792  and  1793)  the  number  of  Foreign  and 
the  number  of  Coastwise  arrivals,  and  also  exhibiting 
every  ten  years,  the  number  of  the  different  classes  or 
kinds  of  vessels  that  arrived  that  year.  This  table  will 
enable  the  merchant  to  perceive  at  a  glance,  the  com- 
parative business  of  our  city  for  any  given  periods.fiom 
the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution 
down  to  the  present.  It  has  cost  iis  much  labor,  but  if 
it  shall  be  considered  of  any  value  to  the  mercantile 
community,  we  shall  not  deem  our  time  unprofitably 
employed  in  compiling  it. 


6 

Year. 

i 

■5 

'v 

^ 

IH 

a 

o 

0 

h 

0 

_Jl__ 

1787 

596 

390 

986 

1788 

411 

490 

901 

1789 

324 

376 

700* 

1790 

639 

715 

1354 

1791 

595 

853 

1448 

1792 

■ — 

— 

— 

1793 







1794 

618 

1250 

1668 

1795 

779 

1228 

2007 

1796 

858 

1011 

1689 

1797 

.  641 

.929 

1570 

1798 

459 

1002 

1461 

1799 

443 

825 

1268 

1800 

536 

1051 

1587 

1801 

667 

1125 

1792 

1802 

653 

1106 

1760 

1803 

611 

1064 

1675 

1804 

498 

1292 

1790 

1805 

520 

1235 

1755 

1806 

704 

1213 

1917 

1807 

7U1 

1170 

1871 

1808 

298 

1951 

2249 

1809 

351 

1683 

2034 

1810 

405 

1477 

1882 

1811 

500 

1425 

1925 

1812 

323 

1549 

1872 

1813 

74 

319 

393 

1814 

43 

583 

626 

1815 

487 

1113 

1600 

1816 

538 

1101 

1639 

1817 

532 

1238 

1770 

1818 

576 

1101 

1677 

1819 

450 

1046 

1496 

1820 

479 

877 

1356 

1821 

441 

913 

1354 

1822 

494 

1212 

1706 

1823 

482 

1018 

1500 

1824 

501 

981 

1482 

1825 

484 

1195 

1679 

1826 

482 

1195 

1677 

1827 

469 

1320 

1789 

1828 

450 

1247 

2297 

1829 

374 

.  2210 

2584 

1830 

415 

3287 

3702 

1831 

396 

3262 

3658 

1832 

428 

2849 

3277 

1833 

465 

2474 

2940 1 

Arrivals 
from 


1790 
1800 
1810 
1820 
1830 


From  1st  August  to  31st  Dec,  17ij9. 


144 
146 
130 
133 
97 


321 
212 
236 
236 
387 


252 
636 
787 
614 
2026 


637 
490 
666 
370 
1128 


MEMORIAL  FROM  STATE  BANKS. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Stales, 
on  Monday  last,  Mr.  Bixnet  presented  the  following 
Memorial: 

7b  the  Senate  and  House  of  Beprtaentatives  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  in  Congress  assembled: 
The  Memorial  of  the  undersigned,  the  Presidents  of  the 

State  Banks  located  in  the  City  and  County  of  Thiht- 

delphia,  acting  under  the  authority  of  the  Board   ot 

Directors  of  the  several  Banlcs, 
Respectfully  represents, 

That  they  address  themselves  to  your  honorable 
bodies,  as  the  Guardians  of  the  general  interests  of  the 
country,  and  as  possessing  alone  the  power  of  remedy- 
ing the'  existing  distress,  and  of  averting  the  greater 
calamities  which  are  obviously  impending. 

That  one  of  the  first  blessings  a  nation  can  possess, 
is  a  sound  and  well  regulated  currency — the  solid  and 
sure  reward  of  industry,  and  the  uniform  measure  of 
propertv;  and  it  was  not  the  least  among  the  many  ad- 
vantage's anticipated  from  the  Constitution,  that  the 
whole  Union  would,  by  the  Legislative  power,  be  re- 
lieved and  preserved  from  the  dangers  and  disgrace  of 
a  depraved  and  irresponsible  circulating  medium.  Such 
a  sound  currency  this  nation  has  enjoyed,  by  means  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  established  by  the  wis- 
dom of  Congress:  and  the  peculiar  occupation  of  the 
undersigned  justifies  them  in  stating  their  conviction, 
that  it  is  owing  in  a  great  degree  to  the  judicious  ope- 
rations of  that  Institution,  that  for  ten  years  past  our 
monied  system  h;is  been  so  perfect — and  that  whether 
its  solidity,  its  adaptation  to  the  wants  of  all  classes  of 
the  community,  its  facilities  for  internal  commerce,  and 
its  protection  against  the  vibrations  of  foreign  trade,  be 
regarded,  it  has  no  superior  in  any  country. 

It  is,  therefore,  with  deep  regret,  that  the  undersign- 
ed are  now  constrained  to  inform  Congress  that,  in  their 
behalf,  this  system,  with  the  signal  prosperity  it  lias 
produced,  has  undergone  a  sudden  and  painful  change. 
The  moneyed  operations  of  our  commercial  cities  are 
almost  at  a  stand:  the  commerce  between  the  states  is 
again  laboring  under  a  tax,  which  must  continue  iiv- 
creasing,  of  a  loss  on  all  its  exchanges;  the  circulating 
medium  already  begins  to  arrange  itself  on  the  sc:de  of 
depreciation;  while  in  the  train  of  these  evils,  and  not 
far  behind  them,  maybe  apprehended  still  more  disas- 
trous results  to  the  agriculture,  commerce,  and  manu- 
factures of  the  United  States. 

In  looking  for  the  cause  of  this  state  of  things,  the 
undersigned  feel  no  difficulty  in  naming  that  which  is 
at  once  obvious  and  adequate.  On  the  1st  of  Oc  ober 
last,  the  whole  moneyed  system  of  this  country  com- 
menced a  total  change.  To  the  eye  of  a  common  ob- 
server, it  seemed  to  be  the  mere  transfer  of  the  public 
revenue  from  one  Bank  to  many  Banks.  But  it  was, 
in  fact,  the  disorganization  of  the  whole  moneyed  sys- 
tem, and  the  whole  revenue  system  of  the  country.  Un- 
til the  1st  of  October,  the  revenue  paid  by  the  whole 
country  was  diffused  by  the  Bank  and  its  branches 
throughout  the  whole  comm-.nity,  to  be  used  for  the 
support  of  the  industry  of  the  whole,  and  gently  re- 
called when  needful  for  the  service  of  the  whole;  while 
the  Bank,  as  the  common  friend  of  .all  sound  State 
Banks,  uniting  with  and  sustaining  them,  was  ena- 
bled  to  supply  an  adequate  circulating  medium 
from  its  own  resources,  and  to  preserve  in  a  uniform 
and  sound  condition  the  issues  of  the  State  Institutions. 
Now,  the  public  rovenue  is  no  longer  diffused  through- 
out the  whole  Union;  it  cannot  even  be  advantageous, 
ly  used  where  it  is  collected;  and  the  Bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed  States,  whose  expansive  power  and  credit  have  been 
so  frequently  employed  to  relieve  the  community,  must 
look  necessarily  and'primarily  to  its  own  security. 

Happily  for  the  country,  the  remedy  for  this  distress- 
ing state  of  things  is  as  evident  as  the  cause  of  it.     Tl»e 
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undersigned  do  not  hesitate  to  express  their  belief,  that 
as  the  removal  of  the  deposits  of  the  United  States  from 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  is  the  real  cause  of  tliis 
distress,  so  the  restoration  of  tliem  to  that  Institution  is 
the  real,  and  will  be  the  effectual,  remedy  for  them. 
With  a  view  to  remove  from  that  measure  all  reasona- 
ble apprehension,  the  undersigned  venture  to  request, 
that  tlie  depotites  of  the  public  revenue  now  in  the  State 
Banks  should  remain  with  those  institutions,  until  with- 
drawn in  the  course  of  the  public  service,  or  as  the  wis- 
dom of  Congress  may  please  to  direct;  but  that  hereafter 
the  accruing  revenue  of  the  Ujuted  States  should  be  cul- 
hcted  and  deposited  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
And  your  Memorialists  will  ever  prny. 

JOSEPH  P.   NORRIS, 
President  Bank  of  Pennsylvania. 
H.   NIXON, 
President  Bank  of  North  America. 
JAMKS   DUNUAS, 
President  of  the  Commercial  Bank  of  Pennsylvania. 
L.   LAMB, 
President  of  the  Mechanics'  Bank. 
ELIJAH  DALLET, 
President  of  the  Penn  Township  Bank. 
THOMAS  CUAIGE, 
President  of  the  Manufacturers'  and  Mechanics'  Bank, 
J.   SOLMES, 
President  of  the  Moyamensing  Bank. 
WM.  MEREDITH, 
President  of  the  Schuylkill  Bank. 
SAMUEL  HARVEY, 
President  of  the  Bank  of  Germantown. 
J.  Tagert, 
President — By  order  of  the  Directors  of  the  Farmers' 
and  Mechanics'  Bank. 

The  Memorial  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means. 


Of  the  Canai,  Commissionehs, 
Relative  to  the  extension  of  the  Pennsylvania  Canal. 
Read  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  December  19th 
1833. 
Canal  Commissioner's  Room,     7 
Dec.  19,  1833.     3 
William  PATxrnsojr,  Esa. 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Sir: — 1  have  the  honor  of  inclosing  a  report  made  by 
the  Canal  Commissioners,  in  obedience  to  four  resolu- 
tions of  the  House  of  Representatives,  adopted  on  the 
9th,  10th  and  11th  Instant,  in  relation  to  the  ex- 
tension of  the  Pennsylvania  Canal. 

I  am  yours  respectfullv, 

JAMES  CLARKE. 
President  of  the  Canal  Commissioners. 

To  William  Pattehson,  Esa. 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Sir: — In  obedience  to  four  resolutions  which  were 
passed  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  9th, 
10th  and  11th  of  December,  instant,  "requesting  the 
Canal  Commissioners  to  report  to  the  House  their  opi- 
nion as  to  the  advantages  the  state  would  derive  from 
the  extension  of  the  Pennsylvania  Can:d  to  its  original 
contemplated  termination,  and  connexion  with  Lake 
Erie,  at  the  bay  of  Presque  Isle."  And  "and  as  to  the 
advantages  this  state  would  derive  from  a  connexion  of 
the  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  Canals,  by  a  cross-cut  from 
Akron  on  the  Ohio  Canal,  along  the  valley  of  the  Ma- 
honnig,  to  the  Pennsylvania  Canal."  And  also,  "of 
tlie  advantages  to  be  derived  by  this  state,  and  the  ex- 
pediency of  adopting  speedy  measures  to  connect  the 
Pennsylvania  Canal  at  or  near  Pittsburgh, with  the  state 


improvements  on  the  Beaver  division;  together  with 
their  views  of  the  important  bearing  which  this  connex- 
ion holds  in  reference  to  a  junction  (under  existing  pro- 
visions) with  the  Ohio  Canal,  and  with  the  extension  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Canal  to  the  town  of  Erie."  And 
likewise  "of  the  expediency  and  necessity  of  construct- 
ing a  navigable  feeder  for  the  Pennsylvania  Canal  from 
the  Allegheny  river,  above  the  mouth  of  the  Kiskimln- 
etas."  The  Canal  Commissioners  respectfully  sabmit 
the  following  Report. 

A  Navigable  Feeder  from  the  Allegheny  river  to  In- 
tersect the  Pennsylvania  Canal  at  the  north  west  end  of 
the  aqueduct  near  the  mouth  of  the  Kiskiminetas,  would 
be  a  valuable  improvement  for  the  following  reasons. 
1st.  The  Canal  has  now  to  be  fed  with  water  from  the 
Leechburg  Dam,  in  the  Kiskiminetas  (which  dam  is  23 
feet  high  above  low  water  mark)  to  Pittsburg;  being 
about  36  miles  In  distance.  Including  the  two  Branches 
into  the  Allegheny  and  Monongahela  rivers.  In  the 
months  of  August  and  September  last,  the  Kiskimine- 
tas river  become  so  low  that  for  a  few  weeks,  a  full 
head  of  water  could  not  be  maintained  in  the  Canal. — 
What  has  happened  may  aga'n  take  place  during  a  very' 
dry  season;  and  that  too,  at  a  time  when  an  immense  in- 
crease of  trade  will  require  a  corresponding  Increase  of 
Lockage  water. 

A  feeder  from  the  Allegheny  river  would  not  only 
release  the  Kiskiminetas  from  supplying  30  miles  of  the 
canal  below  the  junction,  but  in  case  of  much  leakage 
through  the  high  dam  at  Leechburg — it  would  assist 
the  navigation  on  the  same  level  for  12  miles  above  the 
junction.  Hence  for  this  reason  alone,  such  a  feeder 
is  very  desirable. 

2d.  Such  a  feeder  would  be  a  guarantee  against  any 
very  serious  interruption  of  the  trade  on  the  main  line. 
In  the  event  of  the  failure  of  the  great  aqueduct  over 
the  Allegheny  river,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Kiskiminetas. 
But  without  the  feeder  a  breach  of  that  aqueduct  would 
render  the  73  miles  of  canal  below  Blairsville  wholly 
useless  for  the  great  AVestern  Commerce. 

3d.  The  feeder  would  be  from  13  to  16  miles  long, 
depending  upon  the  site  chosen  for  a  dam  in  the  Alle- 
gheny river,  and  In  either  case  would,  with  the  pool  of 
the  dam,  give  an  artificial  navigation  of  about  2u  miles. 
1  his  improvernent  would  accommodate  some  valuable 
salt  works,  and  unite  Kittaning,  the  county  town  of 
Armstrong  county,  and  the  surrounding  country  more 
closely  with  the  Pennsylvania  Canal,  and  It  would  also 
be  a  link  In  the  chain  of  future  Improvements  for  con- 
necting the  main  line  of  canal  with  the  French  Creek 
division. 

4th.  Should  the  Canal  be  continued  from  the  present 
termination  of  the  AVestern  division  in  Alleghenytown 
to  connect  with  the  Beaver  division,  this  feeder  will 
be  indispensible.  A  survey  was  made  by  Mr.  Gay  in 
1828  of  the  Allegheny  river  from  the  mouth  of  French 
Creek  to  the  mouth  of  the  Kisklminitas.  Two  sites 
were  selected  by  him  for  dams  in  the  river.  One  of 
which  Is  near  Kittaning,  and  the  other  one  Is  three 
miles  below  that  town.  From  the  lower  site  he  located 
a  canal  on  the  East  side  of  the  river  about  13  miles  to 
form  a  junction  with  the  main  line  at  the  south  east  end 
of  the  large  aqueduct.  The  estimate  for  erecting  a  dam 
In  the  Allegheny  iind  constructing  a  canal  from  thence 
to  the  aqueduct  was  §250,208  80.  As  no  satisfactory 
survey  has  ever  been  made  on  the  west  side  of 
the  river  where  a  navigable  feeder  should  be  constructed 
the  Canal  Commissioners  are  unable  to  give  an  estimate 
of  Its  cost. 

A  connexion  of  the  Western  and  Beaver  Division  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Canal  has  been  an  object  of  much  so- 
licitude. Three  modes  have  been  proposed  for  forming 
the  connexion. 

1st.  By  a  rail-road.  This  plan  of  uniting  the  two 
parts  of  the  Canal  is  believed  by  the  Canal  Commission- 
ers to  be  inexpedient,  if  not  inadmlssable.  Because  the 
construction  of  a  good  rail-road,   with  double  tracks, 
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will  cost  twice  as  much  as  a  good  canal.  Because  heavy 
articles  such  as  iron,  coal  and  agricultural  productions 
can  be  carried  for  half  the  sum  (toll  included)  on  a 
canal,  that  their  conveyance  will  cost  on  a  rail-road . 
And  because  it  would  subject  the  north  western  trade 
to  a  double  transhipment,  which  an  inability  to  secure 
a  continuous  water  conveyance  could  alone  justify, 

2nd.  By  improving  the  channel  of  the  Ohio  river 
and  employing  steam  boats  for  towing  canal  bo.its  be- 
tween Beaver  and  Pittsburg.  This  plan  is  at  least 
plausible  and  is  recommended  as  being  much  cheaper 
than  any  other  project  heretofore  suggested  for  accum 
plishing  the  desired  object. 

The  canals  of  Pennsylvania  will  be  unobstructed  by 
ice  from  nine  to  ten  months  of  the  year,  and  the  Ohio 
river  is  at  all  times  open  dur-ng  canal  navigation.  In 
ordinary  seasons  steam  boats  of  80  to  100  tons  are  not 
prevented  by  low  water  more  th;m  from  three  to  four 
months  from  visiting  Pittsburg.  But  in  very  dry  years, 
such  as  was  last  summer,  west  of  the  mountains  there  is 
about  five  months  tint  such  steam  boats  cannot  run  on 
the  upper  p  u-t  of  the  Ohio  river.  Last  summer  a  smdl 
steamboat  rated  at  45  to  50  tons  burden  plied  daily  be- 
tween Pittsburg  and  Beaver,  except  about  six  weeks  at 
the  lowest  stage  of  water,  and  she  always  took  in  tow 
a  keel  or  durham  boat  carrying  from  10  to  20  tons  of 
loading.  Hence  it  is  believed  by  well  informed  persons, 
that  1^60,000,  expended  in  erecting  brush  wing  dams  in 
the  Ohio,  and  clearing  out  bars  at  the  ripples  would 
secure  an  uninterrupted  navigation  for  canal  boats,  and 
no  other  improvement  is  necessary.  It  is  also  worthy 
of  remark  that  the  boat  channel  through  almost  all  the 
ripples  between  Pittsburg  and  Beaver  is  near  the  north 
shore  of  the  river,  and  hence  the  formation  of  a  towing 
path  along  the  river  bank  has  been  proposed  as  a 
means  of  enabling  those  who  are  engaged  in  canal 
transportation  to  use  their  own  horses,  instead  of  s,nb- 
jecting  them  to  the  necessity  of  employing  a  steam 
boat  to  tow  them  up  the  river. 

3d.  A  canal  from  Pittsburgh  to  Beaver.  Notwith- 
standing the  cheapness  and  apparent  feasibility  of  the 
project  for  improving  the  channel  of  the  river  and  us- 
ing steam  boats;  or  constructing  a  horse  path,  along  the 
river  bank  for  towing  canal  boats,  yet  the  plan  of 
uniting  the  Beaver  and  western  Divisions  by  an  inde- 
pendent canal  is  in  the  opinion  of  the  Can^l  Commission- 
ers decidedly  preferable.  The  great  interests  involved 
in  the  improvements  already  made  and  in  the  contem- 
plated extension  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal  to  Lake  Krie, 
will,  within  a  short  period,  require  this  link  in  tiie  north 
westernchainof  communication  to  be  completed. 

Punctuality  is  said  to  be  the  life  of  business;  but  to 
be  punctual  to  engagements  requires  cerlainiy  in  the 
means  by  which  those  engagements  are  to  be  fulfilled. 
Therefore  in  a  contest  for  the  rich  trade  of  the  west, 
a;id  north  west,  we  should  if  possible,  avoid  all  risks  or 
delays,  and  consequently  broken  voyages,  that  may 
arise  from  either  floods  or  low  water,  by  having  con- 
tinuous canals  from  the  Allegheny  mountain  to  Lake 
Erie,  and  to  tlie  Ohio  river  below  its  principal  obstruc- 
tions. And  hence  the  extension  of  the  western  division 
of  the  canal  to  Big  Beaver  will  become  necessary. 

t>n  the  10th  of  January  1827,  an  act  was  passed  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio  entitled  an  "act  to 
incorporate  the  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  Canal  Compa- 
ny," which  act  was  approved  and  ratified  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  Pennsvlvania,  by  an  act  passed  on  the  14th 
day  of  April  1827. 

The  second  section  of  the  above  act  authorises  the 
corporation  to  "construct  and  forever  maintain  a  navi- 
gable canal,  &.c.  commencing  at  such  suitable  points 
on  the  portage  summit  ot  the  Ohio  Canal  as  the  Ohio 
Canal  Commissioners  shall  direct,  thence  to  the  waters 
of  the  M.ahoning  river,  and  thence  to  meet  or  intersect 
the  Pennsylvania  or  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  at  or 
near  the  citi/  of  Pittsburgh  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 


be  continued  fi-om  Pittsburgh  down  the  Ohio  river,  and 
up  the  valley  of  Big  Beaver  towards  Lake  Erie;  then 
to  intersect  either  of  said  canals  constructed  as  afore- 
said at  the  most  suitable  and  convenient  point."  And 
the  25th  section  of  said  act  provides  "That  if  the  cor- 
poration hereby  created  shall  not  within  ten  years  from 
the  time  of  the  taking  effect  of  this  act,  construct,  fin- 
ish and  put  in  operation  the  canal  hereby  contemplated 
&c.  then  the  said  corporation  shall  henceforth  forever 
cease,  and  their  charter  be  forfeited." 

It  will  be  readily  admitted  by  the  advocates  of  inter- 
n.al  improvement,  that  a  union  of  the  Ohio  and  Penn- 
ylvania  Canals,  as  contemplated  in  the  act  incorpora- 
ting a  Company  to  make  the  Crosscut  canal,  will  be 
highly  beneficial  to  both  States.  But  by  the  terms  of 
the  act,  their  charter  will  be  forfeited  in  ten  years  from 
the  date  of  its  ratification,  by  the  Legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania, unless  they  "construct,  finish  and  put  into  op- 
eration, the  canal  hereby  contemplated,"  that  is  as  re- 
cited in  the  act,  to  a  point  "i.t  or  near  the  city  of  Pitts- 
burgh." And  hence  if  they  wish  to  save  their  charter, 
they  must  carry  their  canal  to  Pittsburgh,  and  occupy 
the  very  ground  that  is  necessary,  for  connecting  our 
own  Western  and  Beaver  divisions,  of  the  Canal. — 
The  corporation,  are  however,  at  "liberty,"  to  inter- 
sect the  Pennsylvania  Canal,  "at  the  most  suitable  and 
convenient  point,"  if  it  "sliall  be  continued  from  Pitts- 
burgh, down  the  Ohio  river,  and  up  the  valley  of  Big 
Beaver,  towards  Lake  Erie."  Pennsylvania,  has  con- 
structed a  canal  '-up  the  valley  of  Big  Beaver,  towards 
Lake  Erie;"  and  it  requires  her  to  continue  the  wes- 
tern division,  "from  Pittsbm-gh,  down  the  Ohio  river" 
to  Big  Beaver,  to  enable  the  corporation  to  proceed 
with  their  improvement,  by  releasing  them  from  the 
obligation  to  extend  their  canal  to  Pittsburgh,  which  is 
about  50  miles  from  "the  most  suitable  and  convenient 
point"  of  connecting  it  with  the  Beaver  division. 

The  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  ratifying 
the  law  of  Ohio,  which"  incorporates  the  Pennsylvania 
and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  provides:   "That  It  shall  not 


be  lawful  for  said  company  to  commence  the  s»id  Ca- 
nal in  Pennsylvania,  until  after  the  Board  of  Pennsyl- 
vania Canal  Commissioners,  shall  have  fixed  the  point 
for  the  eastern  termination  thereof;  and  the  s.iid  Board 
are  hereby  authorized  on  application  made  for  that 
purpose  by  the  said  company,  to  determine  and  fix  the 
point  of  termination  of  said  canal,  as  may  be  deemed 
most  advantageous  to  the  public.  But  the  act  of  Ohio, 
had  fixed  the  terrhlnation  to  be  "at  or  near  the  city 
of  Pittsburgh;"  unless  "the  Pennsylvania  canal,  or 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  shall  be  continued  from 
Pittsburgh,  down  the  Ohio  river  "  And  hence  the  Ca- 
nal Commissioners  believe  that  this  provision  in  the  act 
of  Pennsylvania,  Is  nugatory,  for  If  the  Commissioners 
fix  the  point  of  termination  at  any  place  short  of  a  point 
"at  or  near  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,"  then  the  act  of 
Ohio,  cannot  "lake  effect  and  be  In  force,"  as  it  ex- 
pressly makes  the  construction  of  a  canal  "from  Pitts- 
burgh, down  the  Ohio  river;''  a  condition  which  we  ap- 
prehend the  Legislature  of  Pennsylv.',nia  had  no  power 
to  alter,  although  they  had  a  right' to  refuse  their  assent 
or  to  make  another  termination  of  the  Pennsylvania  and 
Ohio  Canal  a  condition  ot  that  assent,  which  condition 
must  be  ratified  by  the  Legislature  of  Olilo,  before  the 
canal  from  "Pittsburgh  down  the  Ohio,"  can  be  dis- 
pensed with. 

In  1827,  Doctor  Whlppo,  made  a  survey  and  esti- 
mate for  a  canal  from  Pittsburgh,  by  the  Ohio,  Big  Bea- 
ver and  Shenango  to  Lake  Erie  at  the  harbour  of  Presque 
Isle,  in  which  he  makes  the  distance  from  the  termina- 
tion of  the  Western  division  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal, 
in  AUeghenytown,  to  the  mouth  of  Big  Beaver  25  miles 
and  208^  perches  and  he  estimates  its  cost  of  construc- 
tion at  S263,821  22. 

A  cross  cut  canal  from  Akron  on  the  Ohio  canal 
along  the  valley  of  the  Mahoning  to   the   Pennsylvania 


with  liberty  in  case  that  either  of  the  said  canals  shall  I  canal,  would  in  the  opinion  of  the  Canal  Commissioners, 


30 


CANAL  COMMISSIONERS'  REPORT— PENNSYLVANIA  CANAL. 


LJawuar* 


as  already  stated,  be  hlg-hly  beneficial  to  both  states.  It 
would  open  a  direct,  safe,  cheap  and  expeditious  chan- 
nel for  the  citizens  of  Ohio,  to  send  their  agricultural 
productions  to  a  market  on  the  seaboard,  and  enable 
them  in  return  to  receive  merchandize  from  the  east. 
It  would  open  an  extensive  outlet  for  the  Salt,  Iron, 
Marble,  &c.  of  Pennsylvania,  and  greatly  incrrase  the 
trade  and  manufiictin-es  of  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburg. 
It  would  by  the  additional  commerce  tlirown  upor 
the  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  Canals,give  activity  to  trade, 
employment  to  capital,  and  business  to  rnerchants, 
traders,  and  boatmen,  and  consequently,  it  would  st 
mulate  and  promote  tlie  great  primarv  interest  of  agri- 
culture; and  it  would  contribute  largely  to  swell  the 
streams  of  revenue  flowing  into  the  coffers  of  the  Com 
mon wealth,  from  canal  tolls,  auction  duties.  Bank  Divi 
dend.s,  Siiopkeepers'  licenses,  &c. 

In  a  report  made  by  the  Canal  Commissio:;ers  of 
Ohio,  to  their  Legislature  on  the  irth  of  January,  1828; 
tliey  remark  tj-.at  "ihrough  the  northern  part  of  the 
Ohio  Canal,  the  proposed  Penn.njlvania  and  Ohio  Ca- 
nal, and  the  Penmylrania  Canal,  a  direct  intercourse 
between  the  great  Lakes  of  the  North  West  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  Delaware  and  Chesapeake  bays  and  At- 
lantic Ocean  on  the  other,  will  be  carried  on  to  an  im- 
mense extent  And  they  add,  "should  the  Pennsylva- 
nia and  Ohio  Canal  be  completed,  we  shall  see  an  ac- 
tive commerce  carried  on  between  the  city  of  Pittsburg, 
on  tiie  one  Imnd,  and  the  country  bordering  on  the 
Ohio  river,  below  the  mouth  of  Sciota,  on  the  other, 
through  that  canal  and  the  Ohio  canal,  during  those  sea- 
sons when  the  water  in  the  upper  part  of  the  Ohio  ri- 
ver,  IS  too  low  for  steamboat  navigation."  These  en- 
lightened views  of  the  Oliio  Canal  Commissioners,  tak- 
en six  years  ago  have  our  cor.!ial  approbation.  The 
extensive  trade  carried  on,  on  the  Oiiio  canal  since  it 
was  finished,  and  the  near  completion  of  tire  main  line 
of  the  Pennsylvania  improvements,  hns  magnified  the 
importance  of  the  proposed  cross-cut  canal,  and  render- 
ed it  an  object  of  peculiar  consequence  at  present. 

Should  the  western  division  be  extended  to  Big  Bea- 
ver, and  the  Beaver  division  be  continued  to  the  Ohio 
line,  every  ton  of  goods  passing  through  the  cross  cut 
canal,  bound  to  or  from  Philadelphia,  (except  what 
would  pass  through  the  Union  and  Schuylkill  canals, 
would  be  carried  four  himdred  and  fittv-four  miles  on 
our  state  improvements,  and  pay  from  $7  SO  to  gl2  50 
toll  into  the  State  Treasury.  Hence  a  company  start- 
ing two  boats  from  each  end  of  the  line  daily,  each  one 
carrying  only  25  tons,  would  pay  $1,000  of  toll  per 
day,  or  from  §200,000  to  S'250,000  during  the  season  of 
navigation  every  year.  There  are  eight  daily  lines  of 
boats,  regularly  em|)loyed  on  the  New  York  canal,  be- 
tween Albany  and  Buffalo.  It  is,  therefore,  thought 
that  the  above  is  a  moderate  estimatefor  the  increase 
of  trade  that  will  be  ere;  ted  by  the  construction  of  the 
cross  cut  canal.  In  last  September,  while  the  Board 
were  examining  the  public  works  in  the  western  part 
of  the  state,  two  of  the  members  went  up  the  valley  of 
the  Mahoning,  and  along  or  near  to  the  proposed  route 
for  the  cross  cut,  to  Akron,  on  the  portage  summit  of 
the  Ohio  canal.  And  it  is,  in  their  opinion,  the  most 
favorable  ground  along  the  whole  route  for  constructing 
a  canal  that  they  have  ever  seen.  With  an  ample  sup- 
ply of  water  that  can  conveniently  be  brought  to  the 
summit  level. 

A  survey  was  made  by  Sebried  Dodge,  Esq.  in  1827, 
of  so  much  of  the  route  of  thisproposed  canal, as  is  within 
the  limits  of  the  state  of  Ohio.  From  which  we  learn 
that 


Three  other  feeders, 


Aggregate  length  oftanal  and  feeders, 

The  estimated  cost  is  as  follows: 
Cost  of  main  line  from  Akron  to  the 

Pennsylvania  line, 
Feeder  Sccfrom  Cuyahoga,  $50,932  95 
Three  other  feeders  and  re- 
servoirs, 29,677  34 


80,610  29 


From  Akron,  on  the  portage  summit  of 
the  Ohio  canal  to  the  Pennsylvania 
line,  is 


Miles.    Per's. 


Cuyahoga  feeder, 


Miles.  Perc's. 
7  64 


Aggregate  cost  of  canals.and  reservoirs 

and  feeders,  g764,372  98 

The  wiiole  amount  of  lockage  is  343  feet. 
The  Board  are  not  in  possession  of  any  survey  or  es- 
timate of  the  proposed  canal  from  the  Ohio  line  to  its 
junction  with  the  Beaver  division,  but  from  the  charac- 
ter of  the  ground  they  believe  that  its  cost  per  mile  will 
not  exceed  the  average  expense  on  the  other  part  of 
the  route.  I'he  distance  is  said  to  be  about  twelve 
miles. 

Impressed  with  the  importance  of  this  canal,  the  ca- 
nal commissioners  have  nu  hesitation  in  recommending 
the  extension  of  the  Beaver  division  to  the  Ohio  line, 
at  the  expense  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  common- 
wealth. And  thus  avoid  collisions  that  may  arise  from 
a  corporation  acting  within  the  limits  of  our  State;  but 
undti'  an  authority  beyond  the  control  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Pennsylvania. 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House,  requesting 
the  opinion  of  the  can;d  commissioners  as  to  the  advan- 
tages the  state  would  derive  from  the  extension  of  the 
Pennsylvania  canal  to  its  original  contemplated  termi- 
nation of  connexion  with  Lake  Erie,  at  the  Bay  of 
Presque  Isle,  the  Board  reply  that  they  believe  that 
the  state  would  derive  many  advantages  from  such  an 
extension  of  the  canal. 

The  amount  of  commerce  on  the  lakes  is  becoming 
immense,  and  is  from  year  to  year  increasing  with  a 
rapidity  that  is  truly  astonishing.  A  few  fitcts  will  il- 
lustrate its  condition  and  importance.  In  1828,  about 
4500  tons  was  the  aggregate  burden  of  all  the  vessels 
of  every  description  navigating  the  lakes.  But  their 
aggregate  burden  at  this  tinie  amounts  to  15,690  tons, 
including  more  than  20  steamboats,  many  of  which  are 
of  the  largest  class,  and  all  of  which  have  constant  and 
profitable  employment. 

In  1829,  the  amount  of  merchandize  sent  westwardly 
from  Buffalo  was  7150  tons,  but  the  estimated  amount 
for  the  present  season  is  12,000  tons. 

The  trade  of  the  lakes  has  doubled  within  the  last 
five  years,  and  it  will  continue  to  increase  in  a  com- 
pound ratio,  as  the  western  wilds  round  the  sweeping 
shores  of  the  inland  seas  of  North  America  become  set- 
tled, cleared  and  cultivated.  It  has  been  estimated  that 
about  60,000  emigrants  have  passed  from  Buffaloe  up 
the  lakes  during  the  past  season;  and  this  tide  of  hardy 
entcrpriziiig  citizens  will  continue  to  flow  on  until  tlve 
present  outlets  of  the  Lakes  through  the  New  York  and 
Welland  canals  can  no  longer  vent  their  surplus  pro- 
ducts, or  return  their  supplies  of  merchandize. 

From  the  rapidity  with  which  the  "great  West,"  is 
settling  this  trade,  large  as  it  is  at  present,  must  in- 
crease ten-fold  in  a  short  period.  But  even  a  moiety  of 
its  present  amount  secured  to  Pennsylvania,  and  her 
commercial  cities,  would  we  conceive,  justify  the  Le- 
gislature in  extending  the  canal  to  the  Bay  of  Presque 
Isle. 

If  the  canal  was  made  the  proximity  of  Pittsburg  to 
Erie  i  would  secure  her  an  advantage  over  all  domestic 
competition  in  vending  her  numerous  manufactures. 
And  Philadelphia  could  at  all  times  compete  success- 
fully with  the  city  of  New  York,  in  bidding  for  the 
trade  oftha  upper  Lakes.  There  are,  however,  still 
stronger  inducements  to  making  av  exertion  Vo  secure 
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this  trade.     It  is  well  known  thut  the  accumulation  of  , 
ice  at  the  lower  end  of  L:ike  Erie  in  the  spring',  blocks  ; 
up  Buffuloe  harboui'  until  tlie  active  business  season  of  j 
the  year  is  far  advanced;  and  that  the  want  of  sea  room 
near  tiie  lower  end  of  the  lake,  renders  navig'ation  ex-  I 
tremely   danj^erous  during'  tlie  prevalence  of  the   fall  , 
winds;  while"  the  unrivalled  harbour  of  Erie  is  easy  of  ; 
access  at  almost  all  times  during  the  season  of  navig-a-  ; 
tion.     And  hence  the  Pennsylvania  canal  would  enjuy  a  , 
monopoly  of  the  lake  trade  for  two  months  in  the  yuar.  , 
and  that  too,  at  the  times  of  its  greatest  activity.   In  tlie 
month  of  September  last,    while  the  canal  commission- 
ers were    on   their  western  tour,  one  of  the  members 
passed  along;  the  contemplated  route  for  a  canal  from 
New  Castle  to  Conneaut  Lake, (another  membt-rof  the 
board  had  previously    passed   twice  over  the  route  ) 
From   Meadville   the   Board    went    by  the   Watertord 
route  to    E;rie,  to  view  the  canal  basin  constrircting'  at 
that  place  at  the  expense  of  the    State,   and   they  re- 
turned to    Conneaut  Lake  by  the   Elk   creek    route. 
The  country  along-  each  of  the  routes  ])resents  the  usu- 
al facilities  for  constructing  a  canal;  and  some  of  it  par- 
ticularly along-  the  the   Shenango  between  New  Castle 
and  Conneaut  lake  is  hig-hly  favourable. 

In  1827,  a  survey  and  estimate  were  made  by  Dr. 
Whippo,  for  a  canal  from  Pittsburg-  by  the  Beaver  and 
Shenango  to  Conneaut  lake,  from  which  we  obtain 
the  following  result. 

From  the  present  termination  of  the  improvement  on 
the  Beaver  division,  at  the  head  of  slack  water  made  by 
the  Shenango  dam  to  Conneaut  lake,  is  64  miles  and 
80  perches,  with  248  feet  of  lockage,  and  is  estimated 
to  cost  §392,796  74. 

In  1827,  a  survey  and  estimate  were  made  by  Major 
D.  B.  Douglass,  for  a  canal  from  the  present  termii,a- 
tion  of  the  French  creek  feeder  at  the  south  end  of 
Conneaut  lake  by  the  Elk  creek  route,  to  the  Bay  of 
Presque  Isle,  at  the  towij  of  Erie.  By  which  it  appears 
that  the  length  of  the  canal  would  be  47  miles  and  140 
perclies,  and  the  lockage  is  507^  feet.  He  estimated 
the  cost  of  the  improvement  at  $835,320  63.  In  1827, 
a  survey  and  estimate  were  also  made  by  Dr.  Whippo, 
for  a  canal  from  the  commencement  of  the  French 
creek  feeder  at  Bemus'  mill,  above  Meadville,  by  the 
Waterford  route  to  Erie  harbour,  which  shews 

Miles.   Perches. 
The  length  of  the  main  canal  is  45  272 

A  feeder  from  French  creek,  7  60 


Aggregate  length  of  canal  and  feeder,         53 


It  would  have  773  feet  of  lockage. 
Estimated  cost  of  canal, 
do.         do.       feeder. 
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Cost  of  Canal  and  Feeder, 


£386,945  55 
29,065  14 


^416,010  69 


While  on  the  subject  of  an  extension  of  the  Pennsylva- 
nia canal  to  the  harbour  at  Erie,  the  board  cannot  in 
justice  to  themselves,  avoid  saying  that  there  is  some 
doubts  still  remaining  on  their  minds  about  the  supply 
of  water  being  adequate  to  the  demands  of  an  active 
trade  on  either  of  the  proposed  routes  in  a  diy  season, 
without  the  aid  of  reservoirs.  And  consequently  the 
cost  of  constructing  suitable  reservoirs  should  be  added 
to  the  estimated  cost  of  the  canal.  With  respect  to 
the  several  estimates  in  this  report,  the  board  liave  to 
remark  thattliose  made  by  Dr.  Whippo,  contemplated 
locks  to  be  built  entirely  of  wood, which  were  estimated 
at  $150  per  foot  lift.  This  sum  is  entirely  too  low  for 
such  locks  as  the  board  believe  ought  to  be  constructed. 
It  has  also  been  proved  by  experience,  that  the  actual 
cost  of  constructing  the  public  works  of  Pennsylvania, 
have  invariably  much  exceeded  the  estimates  which 
were  made  at  the  commencement  of  our  improvement 
system.  In  sever.al  instances  the  cost  of  construction 
has  beea  double,  and  in  some  cases  treble  the  amount 


of  the  original  estimate.  This  has  .irisen  from  a  desire 
in  the  first  instance  to  build  the  works  on  the  cheapest 
plan  that  would  answer  the  pii-pose  of  navigation — 
thus  sacrificing  safety  and  durability  to  a  mistaken  e-co- 
nomy;  and  from  the  great  number  of  public  works 
In  progress  in  the  United  Slates,  wliich  raised  and  kept 
up  the  wages  of  labor.  And  also  from  the  engineer.^ 
not  making  sufficient  allowance  in  their  estimates  for 
the  innumerable  contingencies  to  which  works  of  such 
magnitude  along  our  lari^e  rivers  are  liable. 
All  which  isrespectfullv  sidimitted. 

JAMES   CLAUKE,  President 
Board  Canal  Commissioners. 


The  President  and  Managers  of  the  Mixe  Hill  ami 
Schuylkill  Haveij  Kail  IIoad  Companv,  respect- 
fully represent  the  following  as  their  Annual  lieport 
to  the  Stockholders. 

The  season  which  has  just  terminated  affords  addi- 
tional evidence  of  the  value  of  the  Company's  Rail 
Hoad  to  that  portion  of  the  Schuylkill  Coal  region 
through  which  it  passes,  and  of  the  certainty  of  its 
yielding  a  progressive  increase  of  revenue  to  the  Stock- 
holders. Notwithstanding  the  discouragements  under 
which  the  coal  trade  was  prosecuted  diu'ing  a  part  of 
the  season,  an  amount  of  tonnage  passed  over  the  road 
exceeding  that  of  the  preceding  year,  11,652  tons — an 
excess  would  have  been  greatly  increased  if  the  market, 
during  the  closing  months  of  the  season,  had  not  been 
deadened  by  the  apprehension  of  an  over  supply,  and 
by  the  embarrassed  state  of  trade  in  general. 

The  operations  of  the  company  during  the  past  year, 
commenced  on  the  1st  of  April,  and  ended  on  the  7th 
of  December,  during  which  time  1501  tons  ol  miscella- 
neous tonnage,  and  75,570  tons,  16  cwt.  of  coal  were 
transported  over  the  Company's  road,  being  nearly  one- 
third  of  the  whole  quantity  brought  down  the  Schuyl- 
kill to  the  Philadelphia  market. 

The  revenue  which  the  Compauy  has  received  during 
the  past  season,  (derived  wholly  from  tolls,)  is  §17,- 
193  38,  or  nearly  9^  per  centum,  on  S182,450,  the 
present  amount  of  tlie  capital  stock  of  the  Company, 
which  has  not  been  increassed  since  the  opening  of  the 
Road  for  public  use,  in  June,  1831. 

During  the  year  just  terminated,  the  Board  of  Ma- 
nagers have  completed  the  additional  mde  of  double 
track  rail  road, on  the  W.VVest  Branch, commenced  the 
year  previous;  and  have  caused  drains  to  be  made  along 
the  course  of  the  road,  where  they  were  needed,  and 
have  incurred  other  expenses  in  the  permanent  im- 
provement of  the  road,  amounting  altogether  to 
§4819  19.  To  meet  this  expenditure,  the  surplus  mo- 
ney in  the  Treasury,  at  the  commencement  of  the  year, 
and  of  tolls  subsequently  received,  (besides  paying  cur- 
rent expenses,  and  the  two  semi-annual  dividends  of 
4i  and  4  per  centum  each, )  will  be  adequate;  with  the 
addition  of  a  small  sum  (not  exceeding  $1000)  which 
the  Board  of  Managers  believe  can,  without  inconve- 
nience.be  taken  from  the  receipts  of  the  ensuing  season. 
The  experience  of  the  past  year  has  shown  that  the 
increased  amoimt  of  transportation  on  the  Rail  Uoad  to 
Schuylkill  Haven,  from  the  junction  where  the  coal 
trade  of  the  Westand  W. West  Branches  unites;  willex- 
pose  the  heavy  track  of  that  section  of  the  road  to  an 
earlier  deterioration  than  any  other  part  of  it.  The 
Board  of  Managers  have  already  had  in  consideration, 
the  best  manner  of  improving,  or  of  renewing,  the  por- 
tion of  the  road  alluded  to,  and  they  flatter  themselves 
that  without  any  material  addition  to  the  capital  alrea- 
dy expended,  it  will  be  in  their  power  to  make  that 
and  such  other  substantial  improvements  in  the  Compa- 
ny's roads,  as  shall  render  it  as  perfect  as  the  nature  of 
the  work  will  allow. 

In  the  present  depressed  state  of  trade  in  general.it 
is  difficult  to  form  an  accurate  estimate  of  the  probable 
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amount  of  revenue  to  be  received  by  the  company  dur- 
insj  the  approaching'  season.  Tile  Board  of  Managers 
cannot  however,  suppose  that  any  embarrassments  in 
the  co;il,  or  the  general  trade  of  the  country,can  reduce 
the  amount  of  the  transportation  over  their  road  below 
that  of  the  past  year;  tiiey  rather  beheve  in  the  proba- 
bility of  a  small  increase. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Board  of  Managers, 

TLMOl'HY  CALDWELL,   President. 

Philadelphia,  Jan.  2d,  1834. 


From  tlie  York  Gazette. 
CODORUS  NAVIGATION. 
We  are  enabled  this  day  to  be  the  medium  of  pleas- 
ing intelligence  to  those  interested  in  this  work,  by  an- 
nouncing its  completion.  Yesterday  the  first  ark  arrived 
here  outof  the  Susquehanna, loaded  with  forty  thousand 
feet  of  boards  and  upwards  of  one  hundred  persons, 
who  had  gone  out  to  witness  the  opening  scene  of  our 
navigation.  The  ark  was  built  at  Tioga  Point,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  navigated  to  Middletown,  where  it 
was  purchased  by  Messrs.  Jones,  Schall  and  Meredith,  j 
dropped  down  to  Eib's  Landing  there  loaded  with  lum- 
ber.and  thence  through  the  Codorus  Navigation  brought 
to  this  borough.  This  specimen  of  the  capacity  of  the 
work  must  satisfy  all  who  have  witnessed  it,  that  as  an 
avenue  for  the  trade  of  the  Susquehanna,  it  could  give 
employment  to  two  rail-roads,  which  might  be  made  to 
diverge  from  it  in  any  direction.  There  will  always  be 
water  sufficient  to  bring  up  between  thirty  and  forty  arks 
every  day  and  each  ark  carrying  from  60  to  70  tons,  or 
as  much  drawn  in  this  way  by  one  horse,  as  it  would 
require  a  hundred  horses,  in  waggons  to  draw  fiom  the 
banks  of -the  Susquehanna  to  this  place.  There  is  no- 
thing required  now,  but  a  few  outlet  or  inlet  locks  into 
the  Pennsylvania  Canal,  opposite  Yorkhaven  and  at 
Columbia,  to  connect  this  place  wkh  the  canals  and 
rail-roads  of  the  state.  Arks  may  now  load  with  whis- 
key or  other  produce,  and  start  from  Mainstreet  Bridge 
in  York,  and  proceed  either  to  the  Philadelphia  or  Bal- 
timore market. 
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PHILADELPHIA,  JAN.  11,  1843. 

During  the  week  we  have  liad  snow  sufficient  to  fur" 
nlsh  sleighing  for  about  24  hours.  The  ground  is  still 
covered,  and  another  snow  storm  has  commenced 
There  has  been  much  floating  ice  in  the  rivers. 

In  our  present  number  will  be  found  an  interesting 
account  of  some  experiments  on  the  Delaware  and  Che- 
sapeake Canal,  in  relation  to  the  use  of  steamboats;  by 
Professor  Bache. 

DiviDKsns  FOR  Six  Months. 
Fire  Insurance  Co.  of  the  Co.  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, 2^  per  cent. 
Schuylkill  Permanent  Bridge,  4 
Pennsylvania  Life  Insurance  Co.  3 
Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Co.  3 
Bank  North  America,                            3 
Union  Insurance  Co.                              5 
American  Insurance  Co.                        5 
Bank  United  States,  3^ 
Trenton  Bank,                                      1  25  per  share. 
West  Chester  liail  Road,                      3 


New  Castle  and  Frenchtown  Turn- 
pike, 6  per  cent. 

The  occurrence  of  so  destructive  a  fire,  as  to  amount, 
has  seldom  occurred  in  Philadelphia,  as  that  of.  which 
the  following  is  an  accoimt.  Some  injury  was  also  sus- 
tained by  fire  at  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  9tli,  occasioned  by  a  furnace. 

Fi-oiii  the  United  States  Gazette. 
DESTRUCTIVE  FIRE. 

About  8  o'clock  on  the  morning,  of  the  Tth.storesNo 
36  and  .S7  south  wharves,  occupied  by  Messrs.  J.  G.  & 
D.  B.  Stjvcet,  &.  Messrs.  S.  Morris,  Waln,  &  Co. 
were  discovered  to  be  on  fire.  We  understand  that 
the  tire  was  discovered  by  the  young  man  while  attend- 
ing to  open  one  of  the  stores.  I  he  engines  and  hose 
carriages  were  brought  to  the  scene  of  conflagration 
with  the  customary  activity  of  oar  firemen:  but  as  the 
roof  of  the  building  was  slated,  and  the  doors  and  win- 
dow shutters  completely  covered  with  strong  sheet  iron, 
it  was  long  before  the  engines  could  be  brought  to  play 
directly  upon  the  fire  One  intrepid  fireman  ascended 
a  piazza,  and  with  an  axe  proceeded  to  force  open  an 
iron  bound  door.  He  was  admonished  of  the  imminent 
danger  of  his  situation,  when  the  smoke  proceeding  from 
the  saltpetre  and  other  articles  in  the  fire, should  reach 
him,  he  nevertheless  persevered,  and  when  the  volume 
of  smoke  met  him,  it  was  almost  overpowering.  He 
escaped  however,  uninjured,  and  proceeded  to  the  oth- 
er labours  of  his  company — these  were  onerous  enough. 
Water  in  numerotis  streams  poured  upon  the  fire,  and 
the  hose  were  laid  from  Walnut  below  Third  street  to 
the  ininiediate  vicinity  of  the  flames. 

The  immense  amount  of  merchandize,  and  its  partic- 
ular kind,  viz.  saltpetre,  brandy,  coffee,  &c.  rendered 
it  impossible  to  save  the  buildings,  or  any  considerable 
portion  of  their  contents. 

Between  9  and  10  o'clock,  the  heat  had  obtained  full 
mastery  over  the  contents  of  the  stores,  and  the  roof 
had  fallen  in.  The  casks  of  liquor  and  kegs  of  saltpe- 
tre tlien  began  to  burn,  and  for  a  long  time  there  was 
a  continual  explosion,  like  the  sound  of  heavy  cannon, 
shaking  windows  of  the  neighbouring  buildings,  and 
sending  forth  immense  columns  of  smoke,  that  rolled 
off  in  massy  volumes.  Coidd  the  appearance  of  these 
clouds  have  been  separated  from  their  melancholy 
cause,  they  might  have  been  pronounced  splendidly 
magnificent. 

The  Mariner's  Church  is  immediately  in  the  rear  of 
the  buildings  burnt,  yet  it  escaped  all  injury  excepting 
a  good  soaking,  and  the  stores  above  and  below  the  fire 
are  not  hurt.  The  efforts  of  the  firemen  were  unremit- 
ted for  about  five  hours.  The  exact  cause  of  the  fire 
has  not  yet  been  ascertained.  The  amount  of  property 
destroyed  is  variously  estimated,  at  from  §80,000  to 
120,000,  which  we  believe  was  fully  insured. 

Between  3  and  4  o'clock,  P.  M.  the  firemen  were 
again  called  to  put  out  the  fire,  which  had  rekindled  In 
the  same  place. 

We  understand  that  the  books  in  both  stores  were 
saved.  A  young  gentleman  named  W.  P.  Long,  at  an 
imminent  risk  of  his  life,  opened  the  fire  proof  in  the 
Messrs.  Stacey's  counting  room,  and  took  the  books 
therefrom.  Mr.  Alien  saved  the  books  in  the  other 
store.  Exertions  such  as  have  been  used  by  the  firemen 
at  this  fire,  would  have  earned  unfading  laurels  if  made 
in  the  field  of  battle. 

The  firemen  were  summoned  again  to  the  place  of 
the  conflagration, aboutsix  o'clock  last  evening;  indeed 
we  believe  very  many  of  them  were  on  the  ground 
nearly  twelve  hours,  in  which  time  only  a  part  of  them 
received  refreshments.  It  will  be  seen  that  some  were 
kindly  entertainod  by  the  neighbours. 
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SCHUYLKILL  NAVIGATION  COMPANY. 

Report  of  the  President  and  Managers  of  Schuylkill 
Navigation  Company,  to  the  Stockholders. — Janua- 
ry 6,  1834. 

The  return  of  the  season  which  begins  a  new  year, 
calls  upon  the  President  and  Managers  for  an  account  of 
their  stewardship  during  that  which  is  past,  and  they 
have  great  pleasure  in  exhibiting  to  the  Stockholders 
a  state  of  affairs  quite  equal  to  the  expectations  held 
forth  in  the  Report  of  January,  1833. 

The  tolls  exceed  very  considerably  the  tolls  of  the 
preceding  year.  This  has  arisen  not  only  from  an  in- 
crease of  the  quantity  of  coal  brought  lo  market,  but 
from  the  opening  of  the  business  upon  the  Pennsylva- 
nia Canals;  which,  though  very  limited  in  comparison 
with  what  it  will  hereafter  be,  has  added  materially  to 
the  transport  of  the  Union  Canal,  and  consequently 
caused  a  corresponding  advance  on  our   own. 

The  Board  were  accordingly  enabled  lo  make  a  larg- 
er dividend  in  August  than  at  any  former  time,  and 
they  anticipate  one  in  February  of  nearly  equal  amount 
to  that  in  August.  It  ought  to  be  observed,  that  the 
dividends  of  the  income  of  the  year  1833  are  made  on  a 
larger  number  of  shares  than  in  any  ^.receding  year, 
owing  to  the  conversion  of  the  six  per  cent  loan  under 
the  right  reserved  to  the  holders  by  the  original  terms 
of  the  loan;  thus,  in  August  1832,  the  dividend  was 
made  on  27,426  shares,  in  February  1S33,  on  31,786 
shares,  and  the  dividend  next  to  be  made  will  be  upon 
32,802  sliares.  Of  the  convertible  loan  there  remains 
unconverted  only  the  sum  of  14,500  dollars,  equal  to 
290  shares,  which,  added  to  32,802, gives  33,092  shares 
— the  greatest  amount  there  can  hereafter  be  from  this 
cause. 

That  the  dividend  was  not  still  greater,  is  to  be  as- 
cribed not  only  to  the  cause  just  stated,  but  also  to  the 
heavy  expenses  necessarily  incurred  in  the  course  of 
the  year.  Of  these  expenses  a  part  may  be  considered 
as  extraordinary,  and  a  part  as  permanent.  'i"o  the 
former  description  belongs  what  has  been  expended 
upon  twenty  two  of  the  old  locks,  which  had  been  in 
use  from  the  commencement  of  the  work,  and  were 
found  to  require  new  lining,  new  sleepers,  new  floors, 
»nd  new  gates.  They  have  been  thoroughly  and  effec- 
tually repaired,  and  will  want  but  little  more  done  to 
them  for  many  years  to  come. 

In  the  latter  description  of  the  expenses  of  a  perma- 
nent nature,  is  comprehended  the  cost  of  lamps  and  oil, 
at  the  different  stations  referred  to  in  the  last  report; 
and  it  includes  also,  the  wages  of  an  additional  number 
of  !ock  tenders, — become  necessary  in  consequence  of 
doubling  the,  locks,  and  the  increase  of  the  trade,  as 
well  as  to  provide  for  the  passage  of  boats  during  the 
nigiit,  whicli  is  now  of  continual  occurrence. 

The  augmentation  of  business  upon  the  Navigation, 
while  it  adds  to  the  income,  wdl  have  the  effect  also  of 
increasing  the  current  expenses  in  a  ratio  to  be  govern- 
ed by  the  cost  of  the  additional  facilities  rendered  ne- 
cessary.and  the  increased  w  ear  of  the  destructible  parts 
of  the  work  from  more  severe  service.  Such  has  already 
been  the  experience  of  the  CtMnpany,  and  such  of 
course  it  must  continue  to  be.  But  as  the  added  ex- 
pense (where  it  is  not  influenced  by  accidents)  will 
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bear  but  a  small  proportion  to  the  added  revenue,  even 
the  increase  of  the  ordinary  expenditure  becomes  an 
evidence  of  growing  prosperity. 

The  Bo.ard,  perhaps,  without  impropriety,  might 
have  averaged  what  has  been  termed  the  extraordinary 
expenditure,  upon  a  number  of  years  to  come,  accord- 
ing to  the  probable  duration  of  its  benefits,  as  in  truth 
the  work  is  done  for  all  those  years;  but  having  hither- 
to  scrupulously,  and  without  exception,  adhered  to  the 
rule  of  paying  tlie  year's  expenses  out  of  the  year's  in- 
come, and  dividing  only  the  nett  balance,  they  thought 
it  best  in  this  instance  to  allow  of  nothing  which  might 
seem  to  be  a  deviation  from  a  system  essentially  right, 
and  recommended  by  its  clearness  and  simplicity. 

As  far  as  the  future  has  been  thus  provided  for,  the 
Stockholders  will  have  the  full  advantage  of  it. 

In  conformity  with  the  directions  of  the  Stockhold- 
ers, the  Board  have  steadily  proceeded  to  improve  the 
facilities  of  the  trade,  by  doubling  the  locks  w^here 
there  are  two  or  more  combined;  and  have  the  satisfac- 
tion to  report,  that  the  following  new  lucks  have  been 
completed,  or  will  be  in  readiness  for  use,  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  navigation  in  the  spring,  that  is  to  say, 

One  lock  at  Fair  Mount. 

Two  locks  at  Plymouth. 

Two  locks  at  Norristown. 

Two  locks  at  the  Oaks  Canal. 

One  lock  at  Shoemakers,  on  the  Hamburg  Canal,  and 
also  one  lock  at  Port  Clinton,  where  is  was  found  ne- 
cessary to  build  a  new  lock  sooner  than  was  intended, 
as  the  old  one  was  found  to  be  defective. 

The  Reservoir  at  Tumbling  Run  has  been  complet- 
ed; it  is  c.ipable  of  holding  41^  feet  of  water  in  depth, 
and  is  of  such  extent  as  will  ensure  a  supply  of  water 
for  a  considerable  time.  In  the  purchase  of  land  lying  on 
that  stream,  a  sufficient  quantity  was  .secured  to  allow 
of  forming  two  more  reservoirs  of  not  less  dimensions; 
but  every  day's  experience  encourages  the  Board  to 
believe  that  these  reservoirs  will  only  be  needed  in  the 
driest  seasons.  During  the  last  year,  there  was  not  a 
moment  when  the  water  did  not  run  over  all  the  dams, 
notwithstanding  the  great  demand  from  the  increase  of 
the  trade. 

The  works  are  becoming  every  day  more  solid,  and 
while  the  increased  facilities  by  doubling  the  locks  will 
save  time,  the  deepening  of  the  channels  will  enable 
the  boats  to  carry  much  larger  cargoes  than  heretofore, 
and  the  contraction  in  width  of  the  locks  will  s;ive  wa^ 
j  ter  in  passing  them. 

1  The  new  works  at  Reading  were  so  far  prepared  as 
[  to  be  open  for  navigation  on  the  14th  of  June  last. 
;  They  liave  been  found  most  completely  to  realize  the 
expectations  formed  of  the  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  their  completion, not  only  from  their  own  intrinsic 
excellence,  but  from  removing  a  source  of  great  em- 
barrassment to  the  navigation,  by  interruptions  to  the 
trade,  and  of  constant  expense  to  the  Company  for  re- 
pairs to  the  old  line,  caused  by  breaks,  in  consequence 
of  its  passing  over  a  limestone  formation. 

The  towpath  in  the  river  in  front  of  Keading  was  not 
then  finished,  but  it  is  now  ready  for  use;  so  that  some 
necessary  clearing  out  of  the  channel  at  Readii'g,  which 
can  be  done  during  the  winter,  and  some  small  matters 
at  the   different  locks   on  that  line,  are  all  that  remair) 
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to  perfect  this  important  link  in  the  chain  of  our  com- 
municaiion. 

In  addition  to  the  locks  before  mentioned,  as  being 
completed,  there  are  two  locks  in  progress  at  the  Vin- 
cent Canal,  which  probably  will  be  ready  in  July 
next. 

When  the  Board  submitted  to  the  Stockholders  their 
estimates  for  the  completion  of  the  works,  they  sup- 
posed that  the  liberal  grant  of  three  hundred  thousand 
dollars  wou-ld  be  sufficient  for  doubling  all  the  locks, 
where  tliere  was  more  than  a  single  one,  including 
those  at  the  following  places,  viz: 

Fricks  on  the  Girard  Canal,  two  locks. 

Kern's  Canal  above  Hamburg,  two  locks. 

Tunnel  Canal,  two  locks. 

Bridge  Canal  near  Mount  Carbon  two  locks;  but  they 
find  that  the  means  thus  afforded  are  not  sufficient  to 
execute  the  entire  plan,  and  therefore,  at  the  points 
just  mentioned,  nothing  has  been  done. 

Several  causes  have  concurred  to  produce  this  result: 
among  others,  the  Reading  Improvement,from  a  desire 
to  make  it  more  than  usually  strong— from  the  delays 
and  losses  incident  to  unusually  frequent  freshets  in  the 
river,  and  from  heavier  damages  being  allowed  to  indi- 
vidual claimants  than  was  anticipated,  has  exceeded  the 
estimate  many  thousand  dollars. 

The  cost  of  the  new  locks,  built  in  1833,  has  been 
greater  than  was  estimated,  owing  to  their  being  made 
of  cut  stone  with  hydraulic  cement,  instead  of  rough 
stones  lined  with  plank.  The  Board  were  induced  to 
incur  this  additional  expense,  from  observing,  during 
the  last  winter,  that  the  old  locks,built  in  the  least  cost- 
ly manner,  required  so  heavy  an  outlay  for  repairs. 
They  were,  therefore,  compelled  to  believe,  that  the 
most  economical  course  in  the  end  would  be  to  build 
well  at  first,  even  though  at  a  greater  cost. 

The  new  locks  are  of  the  most  solid  character,  equal 
to  any  in  the  country. 

An  additional  expense  was  also  incurred  at  Fair 
Mount,  arising  from  the  costliness  of  the  Coffer  Dams, 
necessary  in  tide  water,  and  from  heavy  rock  excava- 
tions. 

Of  the  loan  of  $300,000,authorized  at  the  last  annual 
meeting,  $256,280  have  been  raised  at  five  per  cent  in- 
terest, with  a  premium  to  the  Company  of  four  and  a 
quarter  per  cent. 

At  their  last  annual  meeting,the  Board  were  request- 
ed by  the  Stockholders  "  to  consider  the  propriety  of 
employing  two  or  more  engineers,  who  shall  separate- 
ly and  independently  of  each  other,  be  instructed  to  re- 
port in  detail,  the  present  state  of  the  works  of  the 
Company,  the  improvements  which  maybe  made  there- 
on, the  reservoirs  of  water  for  the  navigation,  and  whe- 
ther any  property  should  be  purchased  for  reservoirs 
for  the  use  of  the  navigation  or  other  purposes,  and  ge- 
nerally on  all  such  matters  as  may  extend  the  navigation 
in  the  greatest  possible  degree  for  the  tonnage  to  be 
passed,  and  of  facilitating  the  conveyance  by  double 
locks  or  otherwise." 

This  request  h.as  had  the  respectful  consideration  of 
the  Board,  but  it  has  been  only  partially  carried  into  ef- 
fect. An  examination  has  been  made  by  the  Compa- 
ny's engineer  of  a  site  proposed  to  the  Board  for  a  Ke- 
servoir  on  Mill  Creek,  which  resulted  in  a  cmviction 
that  it  was  not  suitable  for  that  object.  No  inquiries 
were  made  under  the  other  branches  of  the  resolution, 
as  it  was  perceived  that  the  work  then  in  progress,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Stockholders,  would  absorb  all 
the  funds  at  the  command  of  the  Board,  and  that  un- 
til the  completion  of  the  doublinii^  of  the  locks,  in  pur- 
suance of  that  direction,  it  must  necessarily  be  unsatis- 
factory, and  would  only  embarrass  the  proceedings  of 
the  Board. 
The  quantity  of  coal  shipped  from  the  Schuylkill  mines 

in  1833,  was  tons  250,583 

There  was  received  by  the  Schuylkill, from 

the  Union  Canal,  2,383 


The  Lehigh  mines  sent  to  market. 
The  Lackawanna  do. 

Making  a  total  of 


123,000 
112,000 


tons  487,971 


At  this  early  day  it  is  impossible  to  say  what  wilt  be 
the  consumption;  but  from  past  experience  of  the 
regular  increase  in  the  demand  for  coal,  and  from  its 
pre.sent  low  price,  it  may  be  anticipated  that  not  much 
will  remain  over  when  the  season  shall  arrive  for  the 
trade  resuming  activity. 

Of  the  quantity  which  left  the  Schuylkill  mines, 
there  were   dehvered  at  places  above  Philadelphia, 

tons  19,432 


The  amount  in  1833  of  toll  on  coal,  was      ^228,1 38  63 
And  on  other  articles,  '     97,348  00 


Making  the  total  receipts  in  1833  g3'25,486  63 

Of  these  tolls  there  was  from  the  ascend- 
ing trade  $61,743  63 
And  from  the  descending  trade                     263,743  00 


The  whole  tonnage  conveyed  in   1833, 

was  tons  445,849 

Of  which  belongs  to  the  ascending  trade,  tons    84,795 

Do.     descending  do.  tons  361,054 


The  tolls  derived  from  boats  which  entered  the  Union 

Canal  was  g22,589  71 

Do.  from  thence  20,428  47 


Total, 


§43,018  18 


The   amount  of  rents  received  in    1833,  from  real 
estate,   from  ground  rents  and   water  rents,  was 

$12,473  41 
And  the  arrears  amount  to  6,657  29 

The  income  from  rents  in  1834,is  estimat- 
ed at  17,648  00 


The  Board  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  as  part  of 
their  report,  viz. 

No.  1.  A  tabular  statement  of  the  business  of  the 
Company  since  its  commencement,  showing  the  quanti- 
ty of  co.al  transported,  the  amount  of  rents  received, 
the  toll  on  coal  and  other  articles. 

No.  2.  A  general  statement,  showing  the  cost  of  Im- 
provement, the  Capital  Stock,  the  Money  borrowed, 
Current  Expenses,  &.C. 

No.  3.  An  account  of  the  various  articles  which  went 
up  the  navigation  in  1833. 

No.  4.  An  account  of  the  different  articles  which 
came  down  the  river  in  1833. 

The  preceding  statements  exhibit  a  very  prosperous 
condition  of  the  Company's  affairs,  which  they  reached 
by  a  regular  progressive  increase  of  business  and  in- 
come;  the  tolls  each  year  since  1824,  with  only  one 
exception,  caused  by  an  extraordinary  combination  of 
causes,  exceeding  those  of  any  preceding  year.  The 
sources  of  supply  already  opened  are,  therefore,  prov- 
ed to  be  permanent,  and  constantly  expanding.  But 
new  ones,  in  addition,  are  just  beginning  to  disclose 
themselves,  of  equal,  perhaps,  even  greater  promise. 

The  works  of  the  state,it  is  computed,  will  more  than 
double  their  activity  in  the  coming  season,  and  for 
years  to  come  will  be  regularly  advancing,  till  they  ar- 
rive at  the  maximum  of  their  power.  While  these  are 
contributing  to  supply  the  chann.el  between  Philadel- 
phia and  Reading,  the  Danville  and  Pottsville  Rail 
road, when  finished,  will  pour  a  new  stream  at  the  head 
of  the  line,  and,  at  the  same  time,  communications  will 
bo  formed  with  the  navigation  at  every  convenient 
point,  so  as  to  extend  its  benefits  toallpaits  of  the 
country  lying  along  its  borders. 

Satisfactory,  therefore,  as  4he   present  ccndition  of 
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the  Company  is,  its  prospects  for  the  future  are  still  more  encourag'ingi  and  wliile  tliey  promise  a  full  remuner- 
ation to  the  Stockholders,  seem  also  to  invite  to  a  perseverance  in  those  measures  wliich  are  necessary  to  give  the 
navigation  the  utmost  extension  of  which  it  is  capable,  under  the  assurance  no  long-er  doubtful,  that  its  g'reatest 
capacity  will  be  fully  and  beneficially  employed,  unless  counteracted  by  the  paralizing' effect  upon  our  internal 
commerce  and  industry,  occasioned  by  the  unexampled  derangement  of  the  currency  of  the  nation.  Uespect- 
fully  submitted, 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

JOSEPH  S.  LEWIS,  President. 
Office  of  the  Schuylkill  Navigation  Company,  Philadelphia,  Jan.  6,  1834. 

NO.    1. 

General  Statement  of  the  business  of  the  Comfiany  from  its  Commencement. 


Total      I  Tons  of  j      Toll  on     I  Toll  on  other 
Tonn'ge.  \    Coal.      |        Coal.        |       articles. 


Total  Toll    I  l^escending  I  Ascending  1  Amount  of 
•   I        Toll.  Toll.  lient!. 


1815 
1816 
1817 
1818 
1819 
1820 
1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1825 
1826 
182r 
1828 
1829 
1830 
1831 
1832 
1833 


....        I     .. 
No  receipts  in  these  years 


6500 

32404 

16767  1 

65501 

31360 

105463 

47284 

134524 

79973 

180755 

89984 

196413 

81854 

327921 

209271 

445849 

252971 

$       0 

"ars. 

*  9700  00 

25147 

00 

33317  00  ! 

46202 

00 

77032 

00 

87192 

00 

78781 

00 

199784 

00 

228138 

00 

$      c 

'6075  74  1 

18961 

87 

24832 

74 

40969 

56 

43007 

00 

60973 

95 

55224  32  1 

65045 

70 

97348 

00  1 

233  00 

1202  16 

803  07 

1792  60 

1054  97 

1964  38 

635  00 

15775  74 

13363  74 

43108  87 

32968  97 

58149  74 

42865  27 

87171  56 

64001  56 

120039  00 

92186  00 

148165  95 

105231  36 

134205  92 

99995  52 

264829  70 

218218  00 

325486  63 

663744  00 

2412  00 
10139  90 

15284  47 
23170  00 
27853  00 
42934  59 
34010  40 
46611  70 
61743  63 


4700  00 

4900  00 

6967  00 

7618  00 

10574  00 

13800  00! 

13750  00 

15207  00 

16673  00\ 


No.  2. 
Statement  of  the  Accounts-of  the  Companrj,  January  1, 


Capital  Stock, 

Loans, 

Tolls, 

Rents, 

Contingent  Fund, 


1834. 
DR. 


cn. 


$1,640,100  00 

1,326,380  13 

328,654  98 

10,873  79 

4,759  80 


General  charges,  being  cost  of  the 
works,  including  Real  Estate  and 
damages. 

Current  expenses,  being  cost  of  re- 
pairs. Salary  to  Officers,  Lock-keep, 
ers'  wages,  &.C.  this  year, 

Interest  account  this  year, 

Dividend  No.  7,  made  in  August  last. 

Available  funds  at  interest, 

Individual  accounts  unsettled. 

Cash,  balance. 


83,310,768  70 


$2,974,659  69 


95,117  71 
63,828  24 
96,463  00 
49,216  50 
24,304  7& 
7,178  80 

$3,310,768  70 


Iron  Ore, 

11,705 

Bricks, 

184 

Porter, 

199 

Lumber, 

2532 

Marble  and  Stone, 

467 

Coal, 

1512 

Gravel, 

2149 

h'lour. 

.     S82 

Sundries 

losr 

Passing  Fair  Mount  Locks  only,  598 

Tons,  84,795 


No.  3. 
Tonnage  of  Articles  ascending  the  River,  1833. 
Merchandize,  14190 

Fish,  2597 

Salt,  3434 

Plaster,  26494 

Grain,  1339 

Iron,  2886 

Blooms,  Pig  Iron,and  Castings,    779 
Nails,  16 

Lime  and  Lime  Stone,  12,275 


No.  4. 

Tonnngeof  Articles  descending 

tJte  River,  1 

Coal, 

252971 

Flour, 

12107 

Whiskey, 

1759 

Lumber, 

13470 

Grain, 

9337 

Iron, 

2046 

Blooms,Pig  Iron,and  Casti 

ngs,    4607 

Nails, 

1595 

Lime  and  Lime  Stone, 

53,219 

Iron  Ore, 

2252 

Butter, 

448 

Leather, 

254 

Marble  and  Stone, 

2383 

B.irk, 

411 

Wood, 

1790 

Tobacco, 

61 

Sundries, 

904 

Pork, 

284 

Passing  Fair  Mount  Locks  only,       1,156 
Tons,  361,054 
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The  Committee  appointed  on  tlie  7th  Januarv,  1833, 
"to  cause  to  be  manufactured,  and,  on  behalf  of  the 
Stockholdeis,  to  present  to  each  of  the  Managers  resid- 
ing in  Philadelphia,  who  have  served  in  that  capacity 
for  more  than  seven  years,  a  piece  of  plate  of  the  value 
of  five  hundred  dollars,"  report: 

That  they  have  performed  the  agreeable  duty  as- 
Signed  to  them  by  the  Stockholders.  Five  pieces  of  plate 
of  the  value  of  five  hundred  dollars  each,  were  by  their 
directions  manufactured  by  Mr.  Thomas  Fletcher,  in  a 
manner  entirely  satisftctury  to  the  Committee,  and  ve- 
ry creditable  to  Mr.  Fletcher's  taste  and  skill.  One  of 
them  was,  on  the  23d  day  of  November  last,  delivered 
to  each  of  the  five  following  named  gentlemen,  being 
those  of  the  Managers  who  are  described  in  the  Stock- 
holders' resolution  above  mentioned;  that  is  to  say, 


Mr.  Lippincott, 
Mr.    Nicholson. 


Mr.  Eyre, 
Doctor  Preston, 
Mr.  Firth. 


Ucers  of  the  Schuylkill  Navigation  Company  for  1834. 
Joseph  S.  Lewis,  President. 
Managers. 
Manuel  Eyre,  Henry  Troth, 

Jonas  Preston,  Charles  H.  Baker, 

Thomas  Firtli,  John  Sergeant, 

George  W.  Holstein,    John  Bohlen, 
Joshua  Lippincott,        Edmund  Wilcox, 
Lindzey  Nicholson,       Joseph  T.  Mather, 

Thomas  Harper,  Treasurer  and  Secretary. 


GIRARD 

The  following  resolutions  were  passed  by  the  Select 
and  Common  Councils,  January  2d,  1834: 

Resolved,  That  the  I'reasurer  ofthe  GirardTrust  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  prepare,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Girard  Estates,  and 
cause  to  be  printed  in  two  or  more  newspapers  of  the 
city,  a  concise  but  plain  account  of  the  state  of  the 
trusts,  devises,  and  bequests  of  said  Estate,  compre- 
hending the  condition  of  the  College,  &c.  as  provided 
by  the  24th  section  of  the  Will. 


CONCERNS. 

In  compliance  with  the  above,  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Girard  Trusts  has  prepared  the  following  condensed 
statement  ofthe  affairs  ofthe  Estate. 

BRITAIN  COOPER,  Treasurer. 

Schedule  of  Stocks  and  Loans  passed  to  the  City  Cor- 
poration, belonging  to  the  Estate  of  Stephen  Girard; 
embracing  the  whole  amount  of  personal  property 
yet  received  from  his  executors. 

Ex'tors  Valua'n 


i  Certificate   for  a  Loan  to  the  Schuylkill  Navigation  Company 
B48  Shares  of  Stock  in  the  Old  Bank  ofthe  United  States 

22  Shares  of  Stock  in  the  Insurance  Company  of  Pennsylvania 
loo  Sharesof  Stock  in  the  Delaware  Insurance  Company 
50  Shares  of  Stock  in  the  Philadelphia  Insurance  Company 
20  Certificates  for  a  Loan  to  the  Franklin  Institute 
2200  Shares  of  Stock  in  the  Schuylkill  Navigation  Company 
102  Shares  of  Stock  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company 
6  Certificates  for  Loans  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 

1  Certificate  for  a  loan  to  the  City  Corporation, 

2  Shares  of  Stock  in  the  Germantown  Turnpike  Company 

10  Shares  of  Stock  in  the  Schuylkill  Permanent  Bridge  Company 
1  Share  of  Le  Courier  des  Etats  Unis 
1  Share  of  stock  ofthe  Philadelphia  Domestic  Society 

10  Shares  of  Stock  ofthe  Bustleton  Turnpike  Road  Company 
4  Shares  of  Stock  in  the  Centre  Bridge  Company 
1  Share  of  Stock  in  the  Susquehanna  and  Lehigh  Turnpike  Company 
I  Share  of  stock  in  the  Downingtown  Turnpike  Company, 
6331  Sharesof  Stock  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 

8  Certificates  for  Loans  to  the  Schuylkill  Navigation  Company 

3  Certificates  for  Loan  to  the  Mount  Carbon  Rail  Road  Company 
l^Certificate  for  Loan  to  the  Guardians  ofthe  Poor 

1  Bond  for  Loan  to  the  Ridge  Road  Turnpike  Company 

1  Certificate  for  Arrears  of  I:iterest  on  the  Ridge  Road  Loan 

2  Certificates  for  Loans  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
1  Certificate  for  Loan  to  the  Stale  of  Pennsylvania 

1  Certificate  for  Loan  to  the  City  Corporation 

2  Certificates  for  Loans  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 

loo  Shares  of  Stock  in  the  Philadelphia  Exchange  Company 


The  above  Stocks  and  Loans  have  been  appropriated 
agreeably  to  the  Will  of  Stephen  Girard,  as  follows: 

1st.   Stocks  and  Loans  appropriated  for  constructing 
and  maintaining  the  Girard  College  for  Orphans. 
6331  Shares  of  Stock  in  the  Bank  of 

the  United  States  g664,715  00 

6  Certificates  for  Loans  to  the  State 

of  Pennsylvania  994,418  00 

i  Certificate  for  Loan  to  the  City 

Corporation  113,500  00 

2  Certificates  for  Loan  to  the  State 

of  Pennsylvania  227,367  03 

2,000,000  00 


Par  "Value.  1 

$    9,089  37 

2,127  00 

8,800  00 

4,000  00 

2,500  00 

1,000  00 

110,000  00 

20,400  00 

870,000  00 

100,000  00 

200  00 

100  00 

300  00 

100  00 

1,000  00 

200  00 

100  00 

100  00 

633,100  00 

265,850  00 

30,000  00 

25,000  00 

10,000  00 

900  00 

239,472  00 

12,000  00 

76,300  00 

2,141  82 

10,000  00 

2,434,780  19 

gl  0,000  00 

2,127  00 

11,000  00 

4,200  00 

4,166  67 

800  00 

264,000  80 

10,200  00 

994,418  00 

113,500  00 

95  00 

130  00 


664,715  00 

276,484  00 

30,000  00 

25,000  00 


273,189  66 
13,860  00 
87,745  00 
2,473  80 
10,000  00 


2,798,104  13 
2d.   Stocks  and  Loans  appropriated  to   the   improve- 
ment ofthe  Eastern  Front  of  the  City,  and  Delaware 
Avenue. 
3  Certificates  for  Loans  to  the  State  of 

Pennsylvania  60,404  33 

8  Certificates  of  Loans  to  the  Schuyl- 
kill Navigation  Company  276,484  00 
3  Certificates  for  Loans  to  the  Mount 

Carbon  Rail  Road  Company  30,000  00 

1  Certificate  for  Loan  to  the  Guar- 
dians of  the  Poor  25,000  00 
22  Shares  of  Stock  in  the   Insurance 

Company  of  Pennsylvania  11,000  00 

50  Shares  of  Stock  in  the  Philidelphia 

Insurance  Company  4,166  67 
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1  Certificate  for  Loan  to  the  City  Cor- 
poration 
100  Shares  of  Stock  in  the  Delaware  In- 
surance Company 


4,200  00 


500,000  00 


3d.   Stocks  and  Loans,  comprising  the  Residuary  Fund. 

1  Certificate  for  Loan  to  the  State  of 

Pennsylvania  752  13 

918  Shares  of  Stock  in  the  old  Bank 

of  the  United  States  2,127  00 

20  Certificates  for  Loan  to  the  Franklin 

Institute  800  00 

2200  Shares  of  Stock  in   the  Schuylkill 

Navigation  Company  264,000  00 

102  Shares  of  Stock  in  the  Chesapeake 

and  Delaware  Canal  Company  10,200  00 

2  Shares  of  Stock  in  the  Germantown 

Turnpike  Company  95  00 

10  Shares  of  Stock  in  the  Schuylkill 

Permanent  Bridge  Company  130  00 

100  Shares  of  Stock  in  the  Philadelphia 

Exchange  Company  10,000  00 


288,104  13 

4th.  Loan  appropriated  to  purchase  Fuel  for  Poor 
White  Housekeepers  and  Roomkeepers  in  the  City 
of  Philadelphia. 

1  Certificate  for  Loan  to  the  Schuyl- 
kill Navigation  Company  10,000  00 


The  following  Account  Current  exhibits  a  condensed 
statement  of  the  Cash  Account,  embracing  the 
amount  of  Dividends,  Interests,  and  Rents  of  Real 
Estate  received,  and  payments  made  to  the  various 
objects  for  the  year  1833. 

DR. 

To  Cash  paid  for  repairs  of  Real  Estate 
and  materials  gl0,858  89 

Less  deduction  made  to  tenants  for  re- 
pairs, grates,  &c.,  and  charged  to 
this  appropriation  458  47      10,400  42 

To  cash  paid  for  the  Girard  College  70,567  12 

To  cash  paid  to  Legal  Heirs  of  the  Intes- 
tate Estate  under  a  decision  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  2,838  97 
To  cash  paid  for  incidental  expenses  and 
salaries                                        7,801  61 
Less  by  this  amount  paid  to  C.  Johnson, 
forsalary,in  1832,and  charged  to  this 
appropriation                         1,000  00         6,801  61 
To  cash  paid  for  lands  in    Schuylkill 

county,  improvements,  &c.  3,017  45 

To  cash  paid  for  annuities  4,300  00 

To  cash  paid  for  taxes  and  water  rents  9,611  79 

To  cash  paid  for  lands  in  Louisiana,  to 

the  Agent,  &c.  1,026  55 

To  cash  paid  for  Delaware  Avenue  to  R. 

Hains  for  surveys  311  00 

To  cash  paid  for  Fuel  for  Poor  House- 
keepers 419  12 
To  cash  paid  to  orders  of  the  Trustees  of 

the  College  1,174  62 

To  cash  paid  for  appropriation  for  the 

railroad  in  Broad  street  1,800  00 

To  cash  paid  for  appropriation  for  stores, 

wharf,  and  dock,  near  the  Schuylkill  5,470  64 

To  cash  paid  for  appropriation  for  Pav- 
ing 7,741  98 
To  cash  paid  for  appropriation  for  the  cul- 
vert, &c.  at  the  drawbridge  dock  1,877  95 


To  cash  paid  the  City  Treasurer, 

porary  loan  to  the  city 
To  cash  balance  in  the  Treasury 


CR. 

By  cash  in  the  Treasury  Jan.  Ist,  1833 

By  cash  for  interest  on  Schuylkill  Naviga- 
tion Co.  Loan 

By  cash  for  interest  on  do. 

By  cash  for  interest  on  State  Loans 

By  cash  for  interest  on  Mount  Carbou 
Hail  Road  Loan 

By  cash  for  interest  on  Franklin  Institute 
Loan 

By  cash  for  interest  on  City  Loans 

By  cash  for  interest  on  Loan  to  Guar- 
dians for  the  Poor 

By  cash  for  interest  on  Ridge  Road  Turn- 
pike Co,  Loan 

By  cash  for  interest  on  temporary  loan  to 
Girard  Bank 

By  cash  for  dividend  on  Schuylkill  Navi- 
gation Co.  Stock 

By  cash  for  dividend  on  Stock  of  the 
Bank  of  the  U.  S.  6  months 

By  cash  for  dividend  on  Germantown 
Turnpike  Co.  Stock 

By  cash  for  dividend  on  Pennsylvania  In- 
surance Co.  Stock 

By  cash  for  dividend  on  Philadelphia  In- 
surance Co.  Stock 

By  cash  for  dividend  on  Delaware  Insur- 
ance Co.  Stock 

By  cash  for  dividend  on  Danish  claims 

By  cash  for  dividend  on  Schuylkill  Per- 
manent Bridge  Co.  Stock 

By  cash  received  for  rents  of  Real  Es- 
tate 

By  cash  received  of  Charles  Allen,  for 
Party  Wall 


Statement  of  the  estimated  amount  of  income  from 
Rents,  Interest,  and  Dividends  for  the  year  1834. 

Interest  and  dividends  from  the   College 

Fund  __  102,410  68 

Interest  and  dividends  from  the  Delaware 

Avenue  Fund  25,500  00 

Interest  from   the  Fuel  Fund   for  Poor 

Housekeepers  454  44 

Interests,  dividends,  and  rents,  from  the 
Residuary  Fund,  applicable  to  the  City 
Pohce  and  improvements  of  City  Pro- 
perty, as  follows: 

Rents  from  Real   Estate  in  the 

city,  (all  rented,)  56,244 

This  will  be  increased  when  the 
new  buildings  on  Chesnutand 
Market  streets  are  finished. 

Rents  from  Coates'  street  pro- 
perty, (all  rented,)  3,889 

Rents  from  farms  in  Passyunk 

and  Moyamensing  5,552 

Interest  and  dividends  from 
stocks  and  loans 


30,000  00 
4,899  49 

§162,258  71 

19.431  39 

568  05 
14,621  76 
27,518  01 

1,350  00 

50  00 
3,125  38 

625  00 

163  50 

856  68 

12,100  00 

22,158  50 

7  00 

880  00 

275  00 

360  00 
240'  00 

9  00 

5/,  895  69 

23  75 

S162,258  71 

From  which  sum  is  to  be  deduct- 
ed annuities,  taxes,  water- 
rents,  salaries,  repairs,  and 
materials,  for  real  estate,  and 


11,000 


76,685 
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incidental  expenses,   estimat- 
ed at 


52,300 


44..3S5  00 

§172,750  12 

The  above  statements  and  accounts  have  been  care- 
fully examined  and  approved  by  the  Board  of  Com- 
missioners of  the  Glrard  Estates. 

JOSHUA  LIPPINCOTT, 

President  of  the  Board. 
Philadelphia,  Jan.  4th,  1834. 


Report  of  the  Building  Committee  of  the  "Girard  Col- 
lege for  Or/ihans"  to  i/ie  Select  and  Common  Council 
cf  Philadelphia.. 

The  Building  Committee  having  been  called  upon  by 
Councils  to  furnish  a  description  of  the  College,  em- 
brace the  present  opportunity  of  complying  with  the 
request. 

They  are  gratified  in  having  it  in  their  power  to  sa}', 
that  the  edifice  thus  far,  is  "constructed  with  the  most 
durable  materials, and  in  the  most  permanent  manner," 
they  have  carefully  avoided  the  use  of  any  "needless 
ornament,"  and  attended  chiefly  to  the  strength,  conve- 
nience, and  neatness  of  the  whole. 

The  house  is  111  feet  east  and  west,  and  169  feet 
north  and  south,  it  is  built  on  lines  parallel  with  the 
east  and  west  cit)^  streets,  deviating  from  a  parallel  with 
the  north  and  south  streets,  only  as  much  as  said  streets 
deviate  from  a  right  angle. 

The  design  adopted  by  the  councils,  and  now  being 
executed  by  the  Committee,  malies  the  house  three 
Stories  in  height;  each  story  is  fifteen  feet  high  in  the 
clear  from  the  floor  to  the  cornice.  The  elevation  of 
the  arch  together  with  the  thickness  of  the  floor  and 
arch,  makes  each  story  25  feet  from  floor  to  floor. 
The  whole  building  will  be  fireproof  inside  and  out- 
side. 

The  floors  and  the  roof  are  to  be  formed  of  solid  ma- 
terials, on  arches  turned  on  proper  centres,  so  tliat  no 
wood  will  be  used  except  for  doors,  windows.and  shut- 
ters. 

Cellars  are  made  under  the  whole  building,  the  doors 
to  them  from  the  outside,  are  on  the  east  and  west  of 
the  building,  and  access  to  them  from  the  inside  will  be 
by  steps  descending  to  the  cellar  floor,  from  each  of 
the  entries  or  halls  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  the  inside 
cellar  doors  are  to  open  under  the  stairs  on  the  north- 
east, and  northwest  corners  of  the  northern  entry,  and 
under  the  stairs  on  the  southeast  and  southwest  corners 
of  the  southern  entry. 

There  is  a  cellar  window,  under,  and  in  a  line  with 
each  window  of  the  first  story.  Tiiey  are  built  three 
feet  below,  and  three  feet  above  the  surface  of  the 
ground,  the  ground  outside  of  each  window,  is  support- 
ed by  strong  walls.  The  sashes  are  to  open  inside  on 
hinges,  like  doors,  and  there  are  to  be  strong  iron  bars 
outside  of  each  window,  placed  securely  in  the  portico 
floors  the  windows  inside  and  outside  are  four  feet  wide 
in  the  clear. 

Tliere  are  in  each  story  four  rooms,  each  room  being 
fifty  feet  square  in  the  clear. 

The  four  rooms  on  each  floor  occupy  the  whole 
space  east  and  west, on  such  floor  or  story,  and  the  mid- 
dle of  the  building  north  and  south,  so  that  in  the  north 
of  the  building,  and  in  the  south  thereof,  there  remains 
a  space  of  26  feet,  for  an  entry  or  hall  in  each,  for  stairs 
and  landings. 

In  the  northeast,  and  in  the  northwest  corners  of  the 
northern  entry  or  hall  on  the  first  floor,  stairs  are  to  be 
made  so  as  to  form  a  double  staircase,  which  are  to  be 
carried  up  through  the  several  stories;  and  in  the  like 
manner,  in  the  southeast  and  southwest  corners  of  the 


southern  entry  or  hall , stairs  are  to  be  made  on  the  first 
floor,  so  as  to  form  a  tjouble  staircase,  to  be  carried  up 
through  the  several  stories;  the  steps  of  the  stairs  are 
to  be  made  of  smooth  white  marble  with  plnin  square 
edges,  each  step  is  to  be  7^  inches  rise,  and  12  inches 
on  the  tread. 

The  outside  and  inside  foundation  w.ills,  are  14  feet 
high  in  tlie  clear  from  the  ground  to  the  ceiling,  (or  un- 
der side  of  the  arches;)  tlie  first  floor  is  eight 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  ground,  around  the  build- 
ing after  such  ground  shall  have  been  properly  regu- 
lated. 

The  only  deviation  from  any  of  the  details  prescribed 
by  Mr.  Girard,  is  in  the  thickness  of  the  walls;  Mr.  Gi- 
rard directs  that  at  a  certain  height  the  wall  shall  be 
reduced  to  two  feet  in  thickness: — But  a  direction  like 
this,  in  a  matter  essentially  affecting  tlie  strength  of  the 
building,  must  naturally  be  governed  by  the  leading 
injunctions  in  the  will  tliat  the  building  should  be  "con- 
structed in  the  most  permanent  and  durable  man- 
ner." 

Mr.  Walter  the  Architect,  and  Mr.  Souder  the  gene- 
ral superintendent,  have  both  unequivocally  asserted, 
that  the  college  could  not  be  built  in  a  "permanent 
manner"  with  walls  of  a  less  thickness  than  those  the 
committee  are  now  constructing;  although  the  commit- 
tee have  implicit  confidence  in  the  skill  and  practical 
knowledge  of  their  architect  and  superintendent,  yet 
they  have  thought  it  advisable,  to  consult  the  various 
plans  and  cortimunications  that  were  submitted  to  coun- 
cils, at  a  time  when  every  mind  was  unbiassed  on  this 
important  subject. 

R.  W.  Israel  &  Co.,  of  Lowel,  Mass.  say,  that 
the  weight  of  the  arches,  and  filling  up  to  obtain  a 
level  for  the  floors.  Would  be  much  toj  great  for  the 
walls. 

Wm.  Roderique,  architect  and  engineer,  says,  the 
walls  are  limited  to  two  feet  in  thickness  which  would 
leave  them  too  weak  to  support  the  pressure  of  any  arch 
of  50  feet  span . 

R.  W.  Crisp,  practical  builder,  remarks  in  relation 
to  his  plan  that  he  has  "increased  the  thickness  of  the 
walls  so  as  to  make  them  more  able  to  carry  the  super- 
incumbent weight  of  the  arclies  and  roof" 

John  Kutts,  architect,  has  made  the  walls  on  his  plan, 
3  feet  6  inches  thick. 

Wm.  Strickland,  architect  and  engineer,  on  his  plan 
for  the  college,  in  form  of  a  Greek  Temple,  has  laid 
down  the  thickness  of  his  external  walls  at  3  feet,  in  ad- 
dition to  which  he  has  surrounded  the  building  with  50 
massive  columns. 

M.  Holden,  architect,  has  made  his  exterior  walls 
six  feet  in  thickness. 

Messrs.  Town,  Davis  and  Daken,  architects,  New- 
York,  have  made  part  of  their  exterior  walls  five  feet 
thick. 

The  Committee  finding  such  a  concurrence  of  testi- 
mony, among  scientific  and  practical  men,  in  regard  to 
the  strength  necessary  to  sustain  the  immense  weight 
of  the  roof  and  the  arches,  have  naturally  looked  to 
that  portion  of  the  will,  directing  the  college  to  be 
built  in  tlie  most  permanent  manner: — Thej' have  ac- 
cordingly made  the  walls  of  a  sufficient  thickness  to 
sustain  the  superincumbent  weight. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  chaining  or 
banding  the  walls  in  the  manner  that  Mr.  Girard  has  di- 
rected. 

The  elevation  of  the  roof  is  one-ninth  of  the  whole 
span,  this  being  "as  nearly  horizontal  as  may  be,  con- 
sistently with  the  easy  passage  of  water  to  the  caves;" 
"the  outside  walls"  are  to  be  carried  up  the  thickness 
of  two  feet,  to  the  height  of  two  feet  above  the  roof, 
and  to  "have  a  marble  capping,  with  a  strong  and  neat 
iron  railing  thereon." 

"The  outside  walls"  are  to  "be  faced  with  slabs  or 
blocks  of  marble,"  the  thickness  of  none  of  the  courses 
"being  less  than  two  feet,"  understanding  by  the  thick- 
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ress,  the  vertical-  dimensions,  these  blocks  are  to  be 
•fastened  together  with  clamps,  securely  sunk  there- 
in." 

"The  floors  .ind  l.indinprs  as  well  as  the  roof,  are  to 
be  covered  with  marble  slabs,  securely  liid  in  mortar, 
the  thickness  of  tlie  marble  on  the  roof,  will  be  double 
that  of  the  floors.'' 

"In  constructing  the  walls,  as  well  as  turning  the 
arches,  and  laying  the  floors,  landing  and  roof,  good 
and  strong  mortar  and  grout  are  to  be  used,  so  that  no 
cavity  whatever  may  any  where  remain." 

Provision  is  made  for  a  Large  furnace,  in  each  end  of 
the  cellar,  "for  the  generation  of  heated  air,"  and  flues 
are  to  be  constructed  in  the  walls,  for  the  purpose  of 
conducting  the  warm  air  thus  generated,  to  all  the  rooms 
in  the  house. 

The  committee  deem  it  expedient,  to  postpone  the 
dividing  of  the  large  rooms  for  Library,  Sec.  until  the 
building  is  roofed  in,  and  the  system  of  education  is 
adopted. 

There  are  two  principal  doors  of  entrance  into  the 
College,  one  into  the  entry  or  hall  on  the  first  floor  in 
the  North,  and  one  in  the  Soutli  of  the  building,  and 
in  the  centre,  between  the  East  and  West  walls,  these 
doors  are  proportioned  according  to  the  size  of  the 
building,  the  purpose  of  the  doors  and  the  size  of  the 
entry. 

The  same  principle  has  governed  in  deciding  upon 
the  size  and  position  of  all  the  interior  doors  and  win- 
dows. 

All  thedeors  are  to  be  double,  those  opening  into  the 
rooms  to  be  w4iat  are  termed  glass  doors,  and  those 
opening  outward  to  be  of  substantial  wood  work,  well 
lined  and  secured. 

The  windows  of  the  second  and  third  stories,  are  to 
be  made  in  the  st\le  of  those  in  the  first  and  second 
stories  of  Mr.  Girard's  late  dwelling,  in  North  Water 
street;  that  is  to  say,  they  are  to  be  made  to  open  in  the 
centre,  and  hung  on  hinges  the  same  as  doors;  the  win- 
dows of  the  first  story,  to  be  in  the  same  style  except 
that  they  are  not  to  descend  to  the  floor,  but  so  far  as 
the  surbase,  up  to  which  the  wall  is  to  be  carried.in  the 
same  manner  as  Mr,  Girard's  house  in  Passyunk  Town- 
ship. 

The  whole  building  is  to  be  surrounded  with  a  porti- 
co, tw^en'y-one  feet  in  width,  with  columns  of  the  Gre- 
cian Corinthian  order,  which  is  essentially  necessary, 
inasmuch,  as  it  affords  strength  and  stability  to  the  third 
story  arches. 

As  it  regards  the  arching  of  the  first  and  second  sto- 
ries, there  is  no  difficuli)-, inasmuch,  as  the  superincum- 
bent weight  will  create  a  resistance  to  lateral  pressure, 
and  prevent  any  swerving  that  might  occur  from  the 
tremendous  pressure  from  the  arches,  but  the  third  story 
arches,  not  having  the  advantage  of  superior  weight, 
must  be  secured  by  some  other  method. 

All  the  arches  will  be  banded  with  iron,  (in  the  words 
of  Mr.  Girard)  they  will"besecured  with  iron  chains," 
but  these  chains  cannot  embrace  all  that  portion  of  the 
wall  that  is  subjected  to  outward  pressure,  all  the  force 
cannot  be  positively  resolved  upon  one  horizontal  line; 
the  chains  are  of  great  importance  it  is  true,  but  some- 
thing more  than  chains  is  requisite.  As  a  dernier  resort 
therefore,  a  flank  colonnade  was  adopted. 

The  weight  of  the  materials  used  in  the  construction 
of  the  entablature,  portico,  ceiling,  roof,  &c.  is  sup- 
ported, one  half  on  the  columns,  and  one  half  on  the 
walls  ol  the  building,  this  additional  weight  applied 
directly  to  that  patt  of  the  wall,  receiving  the  thrust  of 
the  third  story  arches,  will  prevent  any  "cracking  or 
swerving,"  and  give  strength  and  durability  to  the 
whole  work. 

In  addition  to  the  strength  gained  by  the  weight  on 
the  walls  at  the  spring  of  the  arches,  the  ceiling  of  the 
portico  and  entablature,  will  be  securely  clamped  toge- 
ther with  iron;  by  this  means  a  band  will  be  formed 


around  the  whole  building,  which  will  give  permanen- 
cy and  durability  to  the  edifice. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  UlLUEU,  ~\ 

JAMES   HUrCHlNSON, 

JOS.  LIPIMNCOTT, 

DENNIS   McCUEUY, 

JOS.  WOKUELL, 

JOS.  B.  SMITH, 

JOHN  BYEULEY, 

JOHN  U.  NEFF. 
Philada.  Jan.  r,  183-1. 
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From  Miners'  Journal. 
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The  following  is  a  list  of  the  operators,  on  all  the 
Rail  roads  in  the  region,  and  the  amount  each  trans- 
ported on  said  roads,  with  the  exception  of  the  Mount 
Carbon  rail  road,  upon  which  the  two  Companies  ope- 
rate, the  Collector  having  refused  to  furnish  alist,not- 
withstanding  our  repeated  declar.ations  that  we  would 
'■laA-e  ihertspnnsibilily"  of  \.hepub\\c&tion. 

Amount  of  Coal  transported  on  the  Mill  Creek  rail 
road,  during  the  season  just  ended,  by  the  foUowmg 
individuals: 

Neligh,  Lewis  &  Co. 

Pott  &  Patterson 

Samuel  P.  Wetherill 

Kline  &  Strauch 

Beck  &  Woodslde 

Henry  A.  Lyon 

John  C.  Flanagan 

M.  H.  Wythoff 

F.  B.  Nichols  &  Co. 

J.  &  T.  Graves 

Hodgson,  Pinkerton  &  Co. 

Robert  Young 

Lawton,  Weaver  &  Co. 

Stall  &  Offerman 

F.  Hass  &  Co. 

Total 

Amount  of  Coal  transported  c 
Schuylkill  Haven  rail  road,  during 
ed,  by  the  following  individuals: 

Wm.  AVagner 
Phoenix  Co. 
James  E.  White 
L.  C.  Dougherty 
Ileliner  &  Bast 
S.  Brooke 
W.  S.  &  C.  M.  Mill 
Emor  Sayles 
D.  R.  Jacobs 
Bennett  &  Walton 
AVm.  Waters 
Stephens  &  Co. 
Geo.  P.atterson 
CenegoffSw  Fitch 
A.  Hoch 
A.  Streeper 
Stall  &  Offcrman 
Dr.  Stineberger 
Samuel  Rickard 
Hughes  &  Dewees 
J.  Wilde 
Potts  &  Coles 
Burd  Patterson 
John  Miller 
R.  Long 

Lebbeus  Whitney 
Peter  Kern 
Jacob  Dewees 
Martin  Weaver 


9.291 

tons. 

1,149 

do 

5,671  do 

426  do 

403 

do 

201 

do 

839  do 

2,220  do 

3,822  do 

142  do 

5,675  do 

4,557  do 

261 

do 

251 

do 

2,166  do 

37,074  tons. 

n  the  Mine 

Hill  and 

the  seasor 

just  end- 

tons. 

cwt. 

16,336 

11 

9,049 

2 

6,859 

19 

5,900 

17 

5,541 

10 

3,119 

8 

2,235 

18 

2,075 

14 

2,183 

8 

2,156 

7 

1,805 

6 

1,636 

19 

1,559 

14 

1,222 

4 

1,239 

15 

1,184 

00 

1,330 

10 

1,120 

9 

1,820 

0 

823 

6 

492 

3 

657 

16 

672 

8 

362 

14 

241 

11 

223 

3 

575 

8 

578 

9 

40 
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R.  Rickard 

S.  Lewis 

Peter  Stoneberger 

Benj.  Pott 

Transient  tonnage 

Total  amount 

Amount  of  Coal  transported  on 
rail  road,  during  the  season  just 
iag  individuals: 

Aquilla  Bolton 

Thomas  Robinson 

Blight,  Wallace  &  Co. 

George  H.  Potts 

Volney  B.  Palmer 

Charles  Potts 

John  Schmoldt 

Charles  Brooke 

Burd  Patterson 

B.  H.  Springer 

John  Curry  &  Co. 

Wm.  Bosbyshell 

Alfred  Lawton 

John  Shuttleworth  &  Co. 

Henry  Porter 


tons,  cwt 

633  2 

961  6 

409  14 

49  14 

1,502  13 


the  SchuyfkiU  Valley 
ended,  by  the  follow- 

9,410  tons. 
2,553  do 
1,935  do 
1,353  do 
1,324  do 
1,265  do 
1,068  do 

941  do 

921  do 

865  do 

r44  do 

408  do 

318  do 

248  do 

126  do 


Total 


Lumber — Boards 
Shingles 
Lath 
Passengers 


23,479  tons. 

656,659  feet. 
40,132 
17,100 
1,034 


Amount  of  Coal  transpoi-ted  on  the  Mount  Carbon 
rail  road,  for  the  year   commencing  19th   December, 

1833.                                                    tons.  cwt.  qr. 

John  R.   Bowers                        930  14  0 

Delaware  Coal  Company     17,263  15  3 

John  C.  Ernst                            1,409  1  0 

Charles  Lawton                       4,279  5  1 

Wm.  H.  MannSc  Co.               6,749  8  0 

Mann  &  Williams                      1,208  13  2 

Thomas  Martin                         2,490  17  3 

North  Ame.  Coal  Company  23,339  2  1 

Palmer  &  Garrigues                2,045  16  0 

SamuelJ.  Potts                        9,044  13  1 

Ridgeway,  Fisher  &  Co.              947  11  1 

By  sundry  individuals            3,792  o  0 


Total 


73,136         17      3 


From  Moore's  Philadelphia  Price  Current. 
The  following  is  an  estimate  of  the  quantity  of  Coal 
OH  the  Schuylkill,    as  received,  principally  from   each 
dealer,  December  19,  1833.     Furnished  for  this  paper. 

Below  the  Permanent  Bridge. 

Tons. 
McCandles,  Chamber  &  Co. 
Del.  Coal  Co.  (incorporated) 
S.  P.  Wetherill 
Phoenix  Co.  (incorporated) 
Blight,  Wallace 
J.  W.  Downing 
Serril's 
Eldridge  &  Brick 


Co. 


1,800 
1,800 
3,000 
2,500 
1,000 
2,300 
400 
2,400 
5,000 


N.  American  Coal  Co.  (incorp'd) 
L.  Schuyl.  It.  R.  &  N.  Co.  (in- 
corporated) 20,000 
West,  Hodgson  &  Co.  5,000 
J.  S.  Silver  2,500 
Yates  &  Mclntire  225 
Doct.  Wetherill  400 
Chas.  Humphreys  &  Co.  20O 
C.  Johnson  1,000 


tons. 

W.  J.  B.  Smith  800 

Blackston  &  Co.  400 

Jos.  White  &  Co.  1,200 

Move  the  Bridge. 

Clarkson's  Yard  4,000 

Bolton's         do  5,000 

Offerman's    do  800 

A.  J.  Bolton  &  Co's.  Yard  1,220 

Bonsall  &  Revout  400 

J.   Burr  100 


-51,925 


-11,520 


Total 


From  the  Commercial  Herald. 
OtTK  Coal  Trabf.. — We  present  below  a  statement  of 
the  number  of  shipments  of  Coal  from  the  opening  of 
the  navigation  last  spring,  to  the  30th  November  in- 
clusive. As  soon  as  the  season  closes,  we  intend  pre- 
senting our  readers  with  a  detailed  statement  of  the 
quantity  shipped,as  well  as  the  amount  sold  in  this  mar- 
ket. 


Lehigh  Coal  Co. 

North  American 

Little  Schuylkill 

Delaware 

Phoenix 

S.  B.  Reeve  &  Co.  - 

J.  W.  Downing 

M'Canles,  Chambers  &  Co. 

J.  S.  Silver* 

Blight,  Wallace  &.  Co.f 

Samuel  P.  Wetherill      - 

Jacob  Serrill 

Eldridge  &  Brickf 

A.  J.  Boltonf 

W.  J.  B.  Smith 

Amos  Leland 

Six  other  houses* 


Total 
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t 

3 

•t. 

en 

1 

3 

en 

P3 

03 

en 

h 

2 

0 

45 

215 

142 

404 

0 

01  11 

82 

19 

112 

0 

0 

7 

90 

26 

123 

0 

0 

17 

113 

14 

144 

0 

0 

4 

36 

14 

51 

0 

0 

0 

126 

25 

151 

0 

n 

23 

69 

17 

109 

0 

0 

13 

72 

13 

100 

0 

0 

63 

18 

86 

0 

0 

0 

27 

15 

42 

0 

0 

2 

9 

9 

20 

0 

0 

6 

11 

13 

30 

0 

0 

4 

8 

6 

18 

0 

1 

0 

11 

0 

12 

0 

0 

1 

5 

8 

19 

0 

0 

0 

10 

0 

10 

0 

0 

6 

80 

34 

120 

2 

1 

145 

1027 

375 

1550 

*  Up  to  the  1st  of  September. 
t  Up  to  the  first  of  November. 

Importation  of  Foreign  Coal. — It  will  be  observed  by 
a  table  in  this  week's  paper,  that  the  importation  of 
Coal  for  the  last  year,  has  exceeded  the  importation  of 
any  former  year,  by  twenty-six  thousand  aad  eight  tons, 
notwithstanding  the  low  price  at  which  Anthracite  sold 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  year  1833.  T  he  value  of 
84,144  tons  of  Coal  at  $6  per  ton,  would  he  five  hun- 
dred and  four  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixly-four 
dollars,  which  amount  of  money  is  sent  out  of  the  coun- 
try for  an  article  which  we  possess  in  abundance,  and 
with  which  our  market  is  now  glutted.  Great  Britain 
and  her  colonies,  from  whence  the  Coal  is  derived,  has 
imposed  a  prohibitory  duty  of  upwards  of  $7  per  chal- 
dron on  all  foreign  Coal,  to  protect  her  own  trade.  But 
the  United  States'  Government  is  lowerlngthe  duty  up- 
on all  foreign  Coal — thus  encouraging  the  trade  of  oth- 
er countries,  and  depressing  our  own.  When  will  the 
eyes  of  our  statesmen  be  opened  upon  this  subject? 

ANTHRACn  E  COAL  TRADE  OF  THE  UNITED 
STATES. 

The  following  table  exhibits,  willi  as  much  accuracy 
as  our  means  will  allow,  the  quantity  of  Anthracite  Coal 
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sent  to  market  during-  the  last  14  years,  with  the  annua!  I 
increase  of  the  supply. 

Quantity  sent     Annual 
to  Market.       Increase. 

1820  365  00 

1821  1,073  608 

1822  2,440  1,167 

1823  5,823  3,583 

1824  9,541  3,718 

1825  33,393         23,852  . 

1826  48,047         14,654 

1827  61,665         13,618 

1828  77,395         15,730 

1829  105,083         27,688 

1830  •     181,000        75,917 
1831*  177,600    decrease. 

1832  379,000       202,000 

1833  488,000       119,000 

*The  supply  this  year  was  about  20,000  tons  short  of 
the  demand,  which  was  occasioned  by  the  large  increase 
in  the  former  year.  During  the  winter  of  1831  '32,  Coal 
sold  in  the  cities  on  the  sea-board,  at  gl4  a  $17  per 
ton. 

CoAt. — 180,145  tons  of  Coal  were  shipped  from  Phil- 
adelphia in  the  year  1833. 

Statement  of  the  quantity  of  Foreign  Coal  imported 
into  and  exported  from  the  United  States  from  1823, 
up  to  1833,  both  years  inclusive.  For  part  of  this  state- 
ment, we  are  indebted  to  a  table  that  was  published 
two  years  ago,  but  upon  examination,  it  will  be  found 
that  that  table  was  materially  incorrect. 


-^^^^^M^^^M^l 

>< 

i 

03  03  03  03  lO  to  to  to  to  to  lO  60  1 

Bushels  Im- 
ported. 

627,737 

970,828 

854,983 

764,815 

722,255 

970,021 

1,127,388 

906,200 

1,272,970 

1,640,295 

1,022,245 

2,358,037 

Bushels 
Exported. 

8,318 
4,167 
2,846 
2,414 
4,140 
1,080 
180 
1,743 
4,758 
12,480 
4,329 
* 

Bushels  re- 
maining for 
Consumption. 

619,419 

966,661 

852,137 

752,401 

718,075 

968,941 

1,127,208 

904,477 

1,268,212 

1,627,815 

1,017,916 

00 

22,122 
;34,523 
30,433 
27,228 
25,645 
34,605 
40,257 
32,302 
45,293 
58,136 
36,509 
84,144 

III 

lis 

•  It  is  impossible  frojn  the  report  issued  from  the 
Treasury  Department,  to  find  the  quantity  of  Coal  ex- 
ported from  tlie  U.  S. — nor  from  what  countries  the 
foreign  article  was  obtained. 

Price  of  Coal  in  the  New  York  Market,  Dec.  20,  in 
1832  and  1833. 

1832.  1833. 

Cargo.    Retail.  Cargo.      Retail. 

Liverpool, pr.chal.  5f  11  50     $13  50  $12  5J     $H  00 

Sidney         do.             9  53       10  5d  8  50         9  00 

Virginia,  pe--  ton         9  00       10  00  8  00         9  00 

Schuylkill                    9  50       11  00  7  50         8  50 

Lehigh                           9  50       U   00  7  50         8  50 

Lackc-iwana                  9  50       10  00  6  50         7  50 
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Delivered  at  the  Anniversary  Meetins;  of  the  Southwark 
Institute  held  Nuvemler  23,   1833,  bi/   D.  Francis 

CONDIE,  M.    D. 

We  have  assembled  this  evening,  my  respected  audi- 
ence, lo  commemorate  the  First  Anniversary  of  the 
Southwark  Institute.  The  main  object  of  this  associa- 
tion, the  intellectual  and  moral  improvement  of  its 
members,  cannot  fiiil  to  render  all  who  now  hear  me, 
deeply  interested  in  its  present  condition,  and  desirous 
to  promote,  bjr  theii'  countenance  and  support,  its  fu- 
ture  and  permanent  welfare.  The  interest  and  appro- 
bation of  our  fellow  citizens,  and  their  exertions  in  be- 
half of  the  institute,  will  be  augmented  by  the  fact, 
that  its  members,  youths  for  the  most  part,  engaged  in 
the  acquisition  of  mechanical  trades  and  professions, 
will,  in  a  f,.  w  years,  compose  that  important  portion  of 
the  community,  upon  whose  intellectual  endowments 
and  moral  worth,  so  intimately  depend  the  best  inte- 
rests, not  merely  of  the  district  in  which  they  happen 
to  reside,  but  of  the  country  at  large. 

1  he  beneficial  influence  of  this  and  similar  institu- 
tions cannot  indeed  be  too  highly  estimated.  They 
tend  to  elevate  tiie  character  and  increase  the  intelli- 
gence of  a  class  of  our  citizens,  who,  in  consequence 
of  the  means  being  denied  them  for  the  cultivation  of 
their  minds, have  too  long  been  excluded  from  that  rank 
in  society,  which,  in  all  free  governments,  is  theirs  by 
right.  Ry  promoting  the  equal  diftusion  of  useful  know- 
ledge, these  institutions  increase  individual  and  domes- 
tic happiness,  the  general  prosperity  of  the  community, 
and  tend  in  a  very  great  degree  to  insure  the  stability 
and  just  administration  of  the  free  institutions  of  our 
state  and  nation. 

Single  examples  of  moral  and  political  worth, combin- 
ed with  intellectual  greatness,  may  do  much  towards 
promoting  the  happiness  and  comforts  of  a  people,  and 
the  prosperity  of  a  nation.  An  entire  empire  may  even 
for  a  time,  be  borne  up,  and  made  to  advance  in  great- 
ness, in  riches,  and  in  fame,  by  the  commanding  ta- 
lents, unwearied  industry,  and  political  skill  of  a  single 
ruler;  but  it  is  only  by  the  general  intelligence  and  mo- 
ral worth  of  the  great  body  of  the  people,  that  their  do- 
mestic freedom,  happiness  and  comfort  can  be  secured. 
Though  a  portion  of  its  citizens  may  riot  in  luxury,  and 
possess  all  that  wealth  can  procure — though  the  names 
of  its  orators,  its  artists,  and  its  men  of  science  may  per- 
chance command  the  admiration  and  excite  the  envy  of 
other  nations,  j-et  will  misery  and  oppression  bear  hard 
upon  the  mass  of  tiie  community,  so  long  as  their  intel- 
lectual and  moral  faculties  lay  dormant  for  want  of  cul- 
ture. Enslaved  by  prejudice,  the  baneful  fruit  of  igno- 
rance, and  tamely  submitting  to  the  tyranny  which 
wastes  their  substance,  degrades  their  minds,  and  in- 
sults their  persons;  they  are  strangers  to  the  rights  of 
man,  to  happiness,  and  to  the  very  name  of  freedom. 
Notwithstanding  the  deceitful  halo  of  glory  which  sur- 
rounds a  nation  thus  circumstanced,  when  viewed  from 
a  distance;  yet,  when  contemplated  mure  nearlj',  the 
sufferings  and  degradation,  the  brutalized  minds  and 
grovellingdisposition  of  so  large  a  portion  of  its  inhabit- 
antscan  excite  no  other  sentiment  than  that  of  commis- 
seratioii  or  contempt. 

That  the  slavery  and  wretchedness  to  which  the  great 
body  of  the  people  in  all  nitions— the  laborer,  the  me- 
chanic, and  the  artizan,  were  for  so  many  ages  subject- 
ed, had  its  origin  in  their  own  ignorance,  is  a  fact  fully 
established  by  the  history  of  the  human  race.  Know- 
ledge was  proclaimed  by  B.icon  to  be  power,  and  al- 
though the  truth  is  now  almost  d;iily  icpeated,  and  in 
every  form,  urged  upon  the  attention  of  all  classes  in 
society,  there  are,  we  suspect,  but  few,  in  fact,  who 
understand  its  real  meaning,  or  its  vast  importance. 
Knowledge  is  truly  a  power, — without  which,  neither 
personal,  political,  nor  moral  freedom  ran  be  secured  or 
permanently  maintained.   Possessed  of  it,  man  becomes 
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indeed  the  arbiter  of  his  own  fate— the  governor  and 
benefictor  of  the  entire  worLI.     Appropriating  to  him- 
self the  quihties  of  the   wliole  creation — even  the  ele- 
ments themselves  are  rendered  obedient  to  liis  will. 
It  is  a  beautiful  and  noble  retrospect,   says  Rosseaii, 


to  a  cheering  perspective  of  comfort,  ease,  and  happi- 
ness in  their  declining  days,  their  existence  was  measur- 
ed solely  by  the  hardships  they  had  already  numbertd, 
and  the  fearful  anticipation  of  those  to  come. 

"When  they  looked  forth  upon  nature,  all  of  its  phe- 


to  take  a  view  of  man  rising  in  a  manner,  by  his  own  |  nomena  were  to  them  dark,  frowning,  and  mysterious — 
efforts  out  of  nothing,  and  dissipating  by  the  light  and  ,  The  howling  blast,  the  thunder's  roar,  darkness  and 
energies  of  his  mind,  that  darkness  with  which  he  was  light,  the  glories  of  the  rising  and  of  the  setting  sun, 
by  nature  surrounded — To  see  him  raise  hiiTself,  in  the  ordinary  revolutions  of  the  planets  and  changes  of 
imagination,  beyond  his  native  sphere;  penetr..ting  the  seasons,  were  to  their  benighted  minds  and  quail- 
the  celestial  regions,  and  like  the  sun,  encompassing  ing  hearts,  subjects  of  terror  or  of  superstitious  awe. 
with  giant  strides  the  vast  extent  of  the  universe — To  I  Equally  ignorant  of  the  Great  Author  of  nature  as  they 
behold  him  again  descend  into  himself,  a  task  still  more     were  of  his  works,  they  endeavored  to  propitiate   the 


difficult  and  noble,  there  to  investigate  his  own  natui 
powers  and  faculties,  and  thence  to  discover  the  de 
signs  of  his  creation.  By  his  reason,  broiiglit  fully  into 
action,  man  has  indeed  conquered  a  universe — By  his 
reason,  that  "lieaven  lighted  lamp  of  Cod,  in  man,"  he 
has  established  an  empire  which  knows  no  bounds — 
By  the  powers  which  it  confers  upon  him,  he  is  ena- 
bled to  read  the  hearts,  anticipate  the  actions,  and  con- 
trol the  wills  of  his  fellow  men,  and  by  it  he  is  enabled 
to  receive  from  Heaven,  a  revelation  to  direct  his  steps 
in  this  world,  and  which  opens  to  his  view  a  prospect 
of  his  existence  bey-oncl  the  limits  of  time.  He  reigns 
tlirough  the  powers  of  his  mind,  as  it  were,  by  the  right 
of  conquest.  Accumulating  in  himself  tlie  experience  of 
his  species  and  of  all  past  ages,  he  extends  the  limits  of 
his  intellectual  being  to  infinity. 

Such  are  some  of  the  powers  which  the  cultivation 
of  the  mind,  and  its  necessary  consequence,  the  pos- 
session of  knowledge,  confers  on  man.  Dreadful  is  his 
condition  when  that  cultivation  is  entirely  neglected, 
and  that  knowledge  is  completely  wanting.  Look 
back  but  a  few  centuries  when  the  power  wliich  know- 
ledge confers  was  confined  to  the  few.  T  he  mass  of 
the  people,  the  laborer,  the  mechanic,  the  agricultural- 
ist.and  the  artizan;  immersed  in  the  grossest  ignorance; 
were  then  mere  slaves,  toiling  in  wretchedness  to  grati- 
fy the  pride  and  luxur)',  or  to  minister  to  the  ambition 
of  the  few  whom  accident  had  constituted  their  masters. 
Even  when  not  regarded  as  appurtenances  of  tl\e  soil, 
and  sold  and  purchased  ;>s  beasts  of  burtlien,  they  en- 
joyed the  commonest  privileges  of  life  only  at  the  will 
and  by  the  permission  of  their  superiors. 

Although  upon  them  depended,  in  reality,the  wealth, 
the  security,  the  very  existence  of  the  nation;  in  all  po- 


elements  by  senseless  and  guilty  rights  and  observ- 
ances; and  even  while  claiming  the  name  of  Christians, 
their  religion  partook  largely  of  the  baneful  supersti- 
tions of  paganism. 

But  not  by  the  poor  and  laboring  classes  alone,  were 
experienced  the  debasing  effects  resulting  from  the  ab- 
sence of  that  power  which  knowledge  alone  confers. 
To  a  certain  extent  they  extended  likewise  to  the 
superior  ranks,  so  called,  of  society;  reducing  the  no- 
ble in  his  stately  palace,  the  baron  shut  up  within  the 
recesses  of  his  castle,  and  surrounded  by  his  fierce  re- 
tainers, ready  at  a  word  to  do  all  his  bidding;  even  the 
very  prince  upon  his  throne,  to  a  state  of  moral  and  in- 
tellectual,often  of  personal  slavery— Diflrering,it  is  true, 
somewhat  in  its  character  from  tliat  to  which  the  poor- 
er classes  were  subjected,  and  less  oppressive  in  many 
respects,  but  nevertheless  a  slavery,  galling  and  debas- 
ing in  the  extreme.  Their  persons,  possessions,  and 
happiness,  nay,  their  very  lives  were  often  at  the  mercy 
of  others,  who  happened  to  be  possessed  of  a  greater 
amount  of  physical  or  moral  power  than  themselves. 
Hence  were  they  often  made  to  tremble,  if  not  reduced 
to  abject  misery  by  the  frown  of  some  proud  noble  or 
foreign  potentate — by  tlie  anathema  of  some  mitred  ab- 
bot or  cowled  priest,  or  even  by  the  cunning  and  ma- 
lice of  the  most  ignorant  and  humble  of  their  own  sub- 
jects. 1  he  astrologer  pretended  to  hold  in  his  hands 
the  thread  of  their  destinies,  and  was,  in  consequence, 
feared,  courted,  and  obeyed.  The  self-styled  magician, 
taking  advantage  of  their  ignorance,  was  enabled  to 
rule  their  actions  or  to  inflict  upon  them  real  misery, 
bodily  and  mental,  by  tricks  of  the  vilest  jugglery — 
the  very  phenomena  of  nature — the  word  of  Cod  itself, 
were  converted  into  chains  the   more  securely  to  hold 


litical  matters,  Ihey  were  passed  by  as  though  they  had  |  them  in  their  state  of  mental  bondage, 
no  being.  Alliances  were  formed,  treaties  made,  wars  It  does  certainly  appear  .surprising,  that  men  should 
declared,  and  peace  concluded;  and  although  their  so  long  have  allowed  themselves  to  be  thus  enslaved, 
blood  was  to  flow  in  torrents  on  tlie  field  of  battle;  al  1  when  they  liad  within  their  reach,  moral  and  physical 
though  their  bodies  were  made  tlie  rampart  for  the  pro-  means  fully  adequate  to  their  disenlhraldom.  It  is  true 
tection  of  their  masters  and  their  wealth,  and  although  |  that  an  occasional  effort  was  made  to  cast  off  the  yoke, 
by  the  sweat  of  their  brows,  were  the  expenses  of  the  I  The  sad  experience  of  the  misery  arising  from  blind  cre- 
combat  to  be  disbursed,  and  the  calm  of  peace  to  be  dulit}^  and  passive  submission,  more  than  once,  roused 
maintained,  their  assent  was  not  asked,  nor  their  objec-  to  action  the  dormant  powers  of  the  people,  and  pro- 
tions  heard  nor  permitted,  to  acts  which  concerned  duced  powerful,  but  ill  directed  exertions  townrds  the 
theniso  intimately—upon   the   result   of  which    their    attainment  of  light  and  liberty;  which  though  dovibtless 


comforts,  their  happiness  and  very  lives  depended. 
But  not  only  were  their  persons  thus  subjected  to  a 
degrading  species  of  bondage,  and  their  dearest  rights 
trampled  under  foot — their  minds  likewise  were  enslav- 
ed to  an  equal  extent. 

Of  all  that  related  to  themselves,  their  natures  and 
their  powers,  they  were  kept  in  total  ignorance.  To  be 
born,  and  after  enjoying  a  few  years  oFmere  animal  ex- 
istence, to  die,  bounded  the  entire  scope  of  their  ideas 
in  relation  to  their  own  being.  No  noble  sentiment  in- 
spired their  breasts — No  honest  ambition  ever  stimulat- 
ed them  to  rise  from  the  grovelling  and  degraded  con 
dition  to  which  they  were  born,  and  vindicate  the  dig- 
nity of  their  nature.  No  love  of  country— no  scheme 
of  benevolence,  produced  among  them  anv  noble  ex- 
ample of  the  sacrifice  of  self  for  the  cause  of  liberty — 
or  any  exertion  for  the  benefit  oftlielr  suflering  comp.i- 
triots.  They  lived  for  the  present  moment  only,  and  in- 
8te»d  of  looking  back   upon  joys  gone  by,  or  forward 


to  a  certain  extent  beneficial  in  their  consequences, 
were,  in  their  immediate  effects  scarcely  less  tremen- 
dous than  the  unexpected  explosion  of  a  long  silent, 
and  almost  forgotten  volcano — producing  wide  spread 
mischief,  but  falling  to  obtain  the  desired  object. 

Such  in  fact  are  the  paralyzing  effects  of  ignorance, 
that  they  who  are  under  its  influence,  are  neither  capa- 
ble of  understanding  the  true  dignity  of  their  own  na- 
tures— the  unalienable  rights  bestowed  upon  them  by 
the  author  of  their  existence — nor  of  exerting  the  will, 
nor  wielding  the  power  by  which  their  freedom  and 
happiness  are  to  be  obtained  and  permanently  secured. 

Men  submit  to  moral  and  political  slavery,  only  so 
long  as  they  are  destitute  of  knowledge.  This  is  fully 
shown  by  unfolding  the  page  of  history.  We  are  there 
taught,  that  as  knowledge  began  to  be  more  generally 
diffused  among  the  bulk  of  the  people — when  to  read 
and  to  write  were  no  longer  claimed  as  the  sacred  pri- 
vilege of  the  few — when  learning  and  magic  were  no 
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longer  considered  as  synonymous,  and  science  an  inter- 
dicted study— when  all  books  were  unsealed  and  laid 
open  for  tUf  inspection  of  those  beyond  the  pale  of  the 
learned  professions,  and  the  road  to  knowledge  was  thus 
made  free  alike  to  all,  a  marked  amelioration  commenc- 
ed in  the  condition  of  those  vtho  occupied  tiie  middle 
walksof  life.  Entire  classes  of  the  community  assumed 
a  higher  rank  than  they  had  ever  before  been  permit- 
ted to  occupy,  and  their  moral  and  political  influence 
began  to  be  felt  and  acknowledged.  They  who  occu- 
pied a  lower  station  had  still,  however,  much  to  con- 
tend against.  Their  opportunities  for  cultivating  their 
mental  powers  were  but  limited — rigiits  long  usurped 
cannot  be  regained  without  a  powerful  struggle — habits 
of  abject  submission  to  the  will  of  others,  cannot  in  an 
instant  be  broken.  Hence,  ancient  abuses  still  continu- 
ed to  be.ar  heavily  upon  the  poor  and  laboring  classes, 
and  prevented  that  general  equality  so  essential  to  the 
best  interests  and  the  happiness  of  all. 

The  transition  from  a  state  of  complete  mental  slave- 
ry to  one  of  even  qualified  freedom  is  gradu.al  and  pro- 
gressive. The  light  and  important  efTects  of  knowledge 
but  slowly  pervade  the  whole  mass  of  mankind,  so  as  to 
l-each  with  their  benign  influence  each  individu.al  of 
which  that  mass  is  composed.  Even  in  countries  the 
most  civilized,  in  the  very  birtli  place  and  favored  abode 
of  freedom,  the  entire  emancipation  of  all  classes  from 
moral  slavery  is  far  from  being  accomplished. 

Knowledge,  when  first  she  burst  the  barriers  which 
had  so  long  confined  her  to  colleges  and  cloistered  cells, 
conferred  but  few  benefits  upon  Societj'  at  large.  Reach- 
ing only  to  the  more  favored  classes,  she  often  added  to 
the  accidental  circumstances  of  station  and  of  wealth  her 
own  peculiar  gifts,  and  thus  increased,  to  a  very  great 
extent,  their  influence  and  their  power.  Occasional  ex- 
amples were,  it  is  true  e.xhibited,  of  individuals  depriv- 
ed of  all  extrinsic  advantages,  and  in  despite  of  every 
obstacle  which  poverty  and  obscurity  presented  to  their 
efforts,  emerging,  by  the  power  of  their  own  unaided 
genius,  into  a  state  of  complete  mental  light  and  freedom. 
But  too  often,  we  regret  to  sny,  employed  the  powers 
they  had  tlius  acquired,  not  for  the  benefit  of  others, 
b\it  for  their  own  aglg-randizement,  at  the  expense  of  the 
rights  and  happiness  of  their  fellow  creatures. 

The  moment,  however,  that  knowledge  ceased  to  be- 
long to  a  peculiar  class,  as  a  profession;  so  soon  as  it 
was  soug!it  after,  first  as  an  ornament,  and  finally  as  an 
indispensable  qualification,  by  those  whose  chief  pur- 
suits and  means  of  happiness  had  heretofore  been  alto- 
gether adverse  to  mental  cultivation,  its  beneficial  effects 
were  strikingly  evinced.  A  greater  amount  of  mind 
became  at  once  developed  in  society — a  taste  for  its 
pursuit  w.as  still  further  awakened,  and  the  means  for 
its  more  general  diffusion  among  all  classes  were  prepar- 
ed. And  by  degrees  we  find  class  after  cluss  of  man- 
kind, emerging  from  out  the  deep  darkness,  into  which 
they  had  been  for  centuries  immersed,  and  throwing  off 
the  chains  by  which  their  intellectual  and  moral  pow- 
ers, had  been  so  long,  and  apparently  so  securely  bound. 
And  although  they  who  added  to  their  other  advanta- 
ges that  of  knowledge,  still  exercised  tyranny  over  the 
less  favored  of  their  fellow  mortals — it  was  a  tyranny 
dispossessed  of  some  of  its  fiercer  traits  and  more  savage 
propensities. 

The  political  history  of  nations  began  now  to  assume 
an  entirely  new  aspect.  They  who  had  never  been 
heard  to  murmur,  even  within  the  privacy  of  their  own 
domestic  circle,  against  the  worst  and  most  oppressive 
acts  of  their  rulers,  now  claimed  with  loud  voices,  in  the 
very  presence  of  their  sovereigns  and  in  the  halls  of  le- 
gislation, their  right  to  be  heard  in  relation  to  such 
measures  of  government  as  affected  most  their  private 
and  social  interests  and  happiness.  And  they  finally 
succeeded  in  causin.g  their  rights  and  opinions  to  be  re- 
spected and  obeyed;  in  accordance  with  which  we  find 
that  the  domestic  and  even  foreign  policy  of  govern- 
menls  were  often  materially  modified,   even  when  the 


people  themselves  were  excluded  from  actual  repre- 
sentation in  their  political  assemblies. 

Whatever  tends  to  diffuse  new  light  upon  the  under- 
standings of  a  whole  people,  or  to  effect  a  beneficial 
change  in  the  general  system  of  manners,  soon  produces 
a  similar  revolution  in  their  political  character.  Airy 
fabrics  which,  when  seen  through  tlie  mists  of  igno- 
rance, were  supposed  to  be  realities,  vanished  at  the 
light  of  Icarnin.g;  as  the  enchantment  is  dissolved  by  the 
operation  of  the  talisman.  The  prejudices  on  the  sub- 
ject of  civil  government,  formed  by  ignorance  and  fos- 
tered by  the  policy  of  power,  when  once  the  spirit  of 
inquiry  was  aroused,  soon  gave  way  to  the  dictates  of 
instructed  reason.  The  natural  ri.ghts  of  mankind  be- 
came better  understood,  the  law  of  nations  was  attended 
to;  implicit  obedience  was  neither  exacted  on  the  one 
part,  with  the  same  ri.gor  as  before,  nor  paid,  on  the 
other,  with  equal  servility.  What  remained  of  the  feu- 
dil  institutions  could  not  long  subsist  when  more  liberal 
ideas  of  the  equality  of  mankind  were  acquired.  The 
distinction  of  vassal  and  lord  soon  ceased  to  be  the  only 
one  in  the  community  when  men  were  led  to  aspire 
after  useful  and  ornamental  knowledge.  Such  pursuits 
infused  a  noble  generosity  of  spirit,  which  scorned  to 
pav  an  abject  homage  to  ignorant  opulence.  Men  by 
reading  were  led  to  reflect,  and  by  reflection  discovered 
that  they  had  been  under  an  error  when  they  looked 
up  to  their  governors  as  to  a  superior  order  of  bein.gs; 
but  at  the  same  time  they  learned  the  happiness  of  liv- 
i  ing  under  a  well  regulated  constitution,  and  the  duty  of 
obedience  to  the  laws  in  retin-n  for  the  protection  which 
they  afforded, — and  a  sense  of  expediency  produced 
that  voluntary  acquiescence  which  was  before  exacted 
by  pretensions  to  divine  right,  or  the  immediate  inter- 
position of  authority.  The  lust  of  dominion  which  dis- 
.graced  the  iron  reign  of  the  sullen  and  unlettered  ty- 
rant, was  succeeded,  in  the  enlightened  father  of  his 
people,  by  a  spirit  of  benevolence  and  the  government 
of  equable  laws.  That  power  which  was  once  placed 
on  the  sandy  foundation  of  popular  prejudices  and  fears, 
wlien  these  fears  and  prejudices  were  dissipated  by 
free  inquiry  acquired  an  establishment  on  the  basis  of 
reason.* 

Con?paring  this  epoch  with  those  which  immediately 
preceded,  what  a  change  had  taken  place.  It  had  been 
gradual  and  at  first  almost  imperceptible,  but  increasing 
as  the  light  of  knowledge  became  more  widely  diffused, 
it  was,  to  a  certain  extent,  experienced  by  every  class 
of  society,  from  the  most  elevated  down  to  the  most 
humble.  And  exactly  in  the  same  proportion  as  the 
darkness  and  gloom  of  ignorance  and  superstition  were 
dissipated,  were  all  classes  rendered  more  secure  in  the 
enjoyment  of  their  peculiar  privileges  and  in  the  pur- 
suit and  attainment  of  happiness.  For  nothing  so  com- 
pletely places  mankind  upon  an  equality,  reducing  the 
unjust  pretensions  and  destroying  the  power  to  oppress 
in  one  class,  and  elevating  the  character  and  increasing 
the  nower  to  resist  oppression  in  another,  than  an  equali- 
ty of  knowledge.  Hence  the  only  sure  basis  for  a  free 
government  is  to  be  found  in  the  general  intelligence 
and  cultivated  minds  of  both  the  rulers  and  the  people. 
Even,  however,  after  knowledge  had  become  some- 
wh.at  diffused,  and  its  importance  to  all  classes  begun  to 
be  generally  felt  and  acknowledged,  still  were  the 
mass  of  the  people  to  a  certain  extent  deprived  of  it, 
and  they  were  in  consequence  still  virtually  in  a  state 
of  bondage— the  rights  of  the  poor  and  the  labouring 
classes  were  still  trampled  on;  and  their  happiness  disre- 
garded. To  this  servitude  and  oppression,  they  often 
themselves  contributed  by  their  very  indifference  to  their 
rights,  or  their  blindness  to  their  own  best  interests. — 
Weakly  ceding  the  privileges  they  already  possessed  to 
the  insolence  of  power,  or  allowing  themselves  to  be  ca- 
joled out  of  them  by  political  knavery.  The  way  in  fact 

*  See  Knox  on  the  Moral,  Political,  and  Religious  EfTecU  of 
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was  never  effectually  opened  in  any  nation  for  the  full 
emancipation  of  those  chisses,wUich  emphatically  con- 
stitute the  people,  before  that  day,  when  the  band  of 
patriots  who  assembled  in  yonder  sacred  hall,  proclaim- 
ed to  the  astonished  world,  the  sublime  and  momentous 
trutli  that  "all  men  are  created  equal— that  they  are 
endowed  by  their  Creator  with  certain  unalienable 
rights,  amongst  which  are  life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit 
of  happiness" — and  in  declaring  this  truth  pledged 
their  lives  and  sacred  honours,  to  secure  the  possession 
of  those  rights  for  themselves — their  fellow  citizens,  and 
to  hand  them  down  entire  to  their  posterity — a  pledge 
which  we  all  know  was  nobly  redeemed. 

At  this  period,  we  say,  was  first  opened  the  way  for 
the  emancipation  from  moral,  intellectual  and  political 
servitude,  of  all  classes  of  the  people.  Uut  effectually 
and  fully  to  obtain  and  secure  that  emancipation  depends 
solely  upon  individual  prudence,and  the  zeal  and  indus- 
try with  which  all  apply  themselves  to  the  acquisition 
of  that  knowledge,  upon  the  possession  of  wliich  the 
freedom  and  happiness  of  eacli  class,  as  well  as  of  the 
whole  community  so  intimately  depend.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  perfect  freedom  which  our  Government  confers 
upon  each  citizen — Notwithstanding,  to  use  the  words 
of  the  illustrious  Father  of  his  country,  the  foundation 
of  our  republic  was  not  laid  in  a  gloomy  age  of  igno- 
rance and  superstition,  but  at  an  epoch  when  the  rights 
of  manhood  were  better  understood,  and  more  clearly 
defined,  than  at  any  former  period;  when  the  research- 
es of  the  human  mind  after  social  happiness  had  been 
carried  to  a  greater  extent;  wht  n  the  treasures  of  know- 
ledge, acquired  by  the  labours  of  philosophers,  sages, 
and  legislators,  through  a  long  succession  of  ages,  were 
laid  open  for  common  use,  and  their  collected  wisdom 
capable  of  being  applied  in  the  establishment  of  our 
political  institutions;  when  the  free  cultivation  of  letters, 
the  unbounded  extension  of  commerce,  the  progressive 
refinement  of  manners,  the  growing  liberality  of  senti- 
ment, and  above  all,  the  pure  and  benign  light  of  reve- 
lation, had  exerted  an  ameliorating  influence  upon 
mankind,  and  increased  the  blessings  of  society,  yet,  is 
it  only  by  the  proper  improvement  of  the  blessings 
with  which  our  citizens  are  surrounded,  and  the  oppor- 
tunity afforded  them  for  private  and  political  happiness, 
that  these  blessings  and  this  happiness  can  be  made  to 
reach  equally  to  every  class.  It  is  by  the  general  diffu- 
sion of  knowledge  alone,  that  happiness  and  indepen- 
dence will  be  extended  alike  to  all. 

Upon  the  intelligence  and  moral  worth  of  the  work- 
ing classes  in  particular,  will  the  very  permanency  of 
our  free  institutions  mainly  depend.  The  effects  of  ig- 
norance in  one  part  of  the  community  may  to  a  certain 
extent  be  counteracted  by  the  knowledge  possessed  by 
another — so  long  as  tlie  laws,  honestly  executed,  ex- 
tend their  protection  alike  to  all  ranks  and  conditions 
of  the  people.  But  so  far  as  rel.ates  to  the  comfort  and 
interests  of  the  individual,  in  his  private  and  social  re- 
lations, the  want  of  knowledge  will  invariably  exert  its 
baneful  influence.  The  ignorant  can  seldom  fail  to  suf- 
fer from  the  deprivation  of  a  powerful  source  of  hap- 
piness— and  incapable  of  exerting  a  moral  influence 
which  they  do  not  possess,  they  must  necessarily  sink 
below  that  rank  they  were  destined  by  nature  to  fill. 
Unable  to  appreciate  the  rights  of  freemen,  or  the 
means  by  which  these  rights  are  to  be  vindicated  and 
sustained,  against  the  encroachments  of  power  on  the 
one  hand,  or  the  wiles  of  sophistry  on  the  other,  they 
will  gradually  be  divested  of  them;  and  finally,  they 
will  be  made  the  instruments,  not  only  of  their  own  en- 
slavement, but  to  sap  the  foundations,  and  overthrow 
the  dear  bought  liberties  of  their  country.  Hence, 
when  Wasliington  so  emphatically  enjoined  upon  his 
fellow  citizens  to  promote,  as  an  object  of  primary  im- 
portance, institutions  for  the  general  diffusion  of  know- 
ledge; giving,  as  a  reason,  that,  in  proportion  as  the 
structure  of  a  Government  gives  force  to  public  opinion, 
it  is  essential  that  public  opinion  should  be  enlightened, 


he  pointed  out  to  them,  in  fact,  the  only  security  for 
their  private  hajipiness,  individual  dignity,  and  the 
perpetuation  of  their  free  political  institutions. 

But, thanks  be  to  Heaven,  and  we  utter  the  sentiment 
with  the  utmost  reverence,  the  necessity  and  impor- 
tance of  moral  and  intellectual  improvement  are  begun 
to  be  experienced  by  the  working  classes  throughout 
the  civilized  world.  Nay,  they  who  looked  down  for- 
merly upon  these  classes  with  contempt,  now  feel  that 
their  own  best  interests  and  happiness  are  intimately 
connected  with  the  extension  of  information  to  these 
boiies  and  sinews  and  nerves  of  every  nation.  We  no 
longer  hear  the  rulers  of  the  people,  and  I  blush  to  say 
it,  the  pretended  servants  of  religion,  urging  the  impo- 
licy and  the  danger  of  educating  the  poor — the  crj'  is 
now  universal  education! 

All  classes  have  at  length  tasted  of  the  fruit  of  know- 
ledge, and  all  alike  have  experienced  its  pleasantness; 
and  its  invigorating,  humanizing,  happifying  effects: 
and  we  predict,  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant,  when  a 
general  system  of  education  will  be  established,  in  this 
country  at  least,  so  calculated  as  to  place  the  elements 
of  knowledge  within  the  reach  of  every  class  of  our 
citizens. 

In  the  absence  of  such  an  establishment,  or  even  in 
connexion  with  it,  a  more  effectual  means  for  the  acqui- 
sition of  useful  knowledge  by  the  great  body  of  opera- 
tives can  scarcely  be  found,  than  in  voluntary  associa- 
tions similar  to  the  one,  the  anniversary  of  which  we 
are  now  celebrating.  Properly  organized  and  efficient- 
ly conducted,  such  institutions  are  well  calculated  to 
impart  immense  good  to  their  members,  and  through 
them  to  the  community  at  large — by  elevating  mecha- 
nics and  artizans  to  the  rank  of  enlightened  men  and 
scientific  enquirers. 

The  origin  and  history  of  mechanics'  institutes  would 
be  an  interesting  subject  of  consideration,  had  we  time 
to  enter  upon  it  at  present.  Their  first  establishment  is 
of  very  recent  date.  And  when  we  consider  how  sim- 
ple and  at  the  same  time  efficient  a  means  they  offer  for 
diffusing  instruction  among  those  classes  for  whose 
education  the  laws  have  made  no  proper  nor  adequate 
provision,  it  is  somewhat  remarkable  that  they  should 
have  been  so  long  neglected.  Even  after  the  necessity 
of  scientific  instruction  for  those  engaged  in  mechanical 
pursuits  and  in  the  arts,  had  been  pointed  out,  and 
strongly  urged  upon  the  notice  of  the  public,  both  in 
France  and  England,  it  was  not  until  within  a  very 
few  years  from  the  present  period  that  Dr.  Anderson 
of  Glasgow  succeeded  in  organizing  the  first  mechanics' 
institute  in  that  city,  and  the  introduction  of  a  similar 
institution  into  the  metropolis  of  Great  Britain,  dates 
from  even  a  later  period.  Ten  years  ago  it  required 
all  the  influence  and  exertions  of  Dr.  Birbeck  to  over- 
come the  reluctance  exhibited  by  all  classes  in  the  lat- 
ter city  to  their  establishment.  But  against  all  opposi- 
tion—the lukewarmness  of  those  they  were  intended 
most  to  benefit — the  ignorant  prejudices  of  what  may 
be  termed  the  rnanufacturing  aristocracy,  and  the  envy 
of  those  who  looked  with  apprehension  to  the  period 
when  mind  should  be  developed  among  "the  treaders 
out  of  the  weary  round  of  labour,"  they  have  finally 
triumphed,  and  their  good  fruits  are  already  manifest 
among  the  mechanics  and  artizans  of  the  old  world. 
The  example  of  their  transatlantic  brethren  was  early 
imitated  by  the  labouring  classes  in  our  own  country — 
and  we  now  number,  in  the  different  .states,  numerous 
mechanics'  institutes, from  which  thousands  are  reaping 
solid  advantages  they  could  in  no  other  way  have  ever 
expected  to  obtain. 

The  improvement  of  the  mind  to  which  such  institu- 
tions minister,  independently  of  the  important  good  it 
confers,  by  its  effects  in  promoting  and  securing  moral 
and  intellectual  freedom — independently  of  the  direct 
application  which  may  be  made  of  the  powers  it  confers 
in  the  promotion  of  the  pecuniary  interests  of  the  indi- 
vidual, and  thus  securing  for  himself  and  for  his  family 
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an  honorable  suppoi  t,  it  is  one  of  the  best  safeguards 
to  virtue,  and  the  surest  means  of  unalloyed  liaiJpi- 
ncss. 

Although  the  it^norant  may  not  always  be  vicious, 
nor  the  well  informed  invariably  exemi^lary  for  their 
virtues — though  unhappiness  and  misery  may  be  tlie 
lot  of  the  learned  as  well  as  of  the  unlearned,  yet,  the 
uncultivated  mind  will  always  be  more  apt,  and  does 
more  often,  lead  its  possessor  astray  from  virtue  and 
from  peace,  than  a  mind  stored  with  knowledge  and 
illumined  by  science. 

When  we  cast  our  eyes  abroad  upon  the  active  thea- 
tre of  life,  and  enquire  carefully  into  the  causes  of  the 
errors,  the  crimes,  and  the  misery  into  which  so  many 
of  the  actors  are  involved,  we  shall  find,  that  too  often, 
if  not  generallj',  they  arc  to  be  attributed  in  the  first 
instance  to  the  want  of  knowledge.  To  the  neglect, 
abuse,  and  misapplication  of  talents  and  capabilities, 
which  if  thi-y  had  been  properly  cultivated  and  direct- 
ed, would  have  secured  their  possessors  from  evil,  and 
conferred  upon  them  all  the  felicity  which  is  consistent 
with  the  nature  of  man,  in  his  present  imperfect  state 
of  existence.  Ignorant  of  the  just  value,  and  having 
no  distinct  idea  of  the  real  blessings  or  evils  of  life,  as 
they  affect  their  own  condition,  or  influence  their  cir- 
cumstances, present  and  future,  they  mistake  shadows 
for  realities,  and  instead  of  pressing  forward,  with 
steadiness,  in  the  path  of  wisdom,  of  prudence  and  of 
virtue,  follow  a  deceitful  phantom,  the  airy  creation  or 
whim  of  their  own  imagination. 

It  is  by  his  intellectual  endowments,  alone,  that  man 
possesses  any  superiority  over  other  animals;  and  it  is 
solely  by  the  cultivation  of  his  mind,  and  tlie  proper 
exertions  of  his  reason,  strengthened  by  knowledge, 
that  one  man  possesses  that  moral  influence  and  power, 
of  which  his  neighbour  is  deficient.  Had  man  been  dis- 
possessed of  reason,  or  the  power  to  acquire  and  make 
use  of  knowledge,  he  must  have  forever  remained  in 
the  same  condition  in  which  nature  first  placed  him  in 
this  world.  His  history,  insiead  of  exhibiting  a  con- 
stant progress  from  barbarism  to  refinement,  must  have 
presented  a  continued  and  uniform  scene;  leaving  no 
room  to  look  forward  to  any  future  period  of  his  exis- 
tence, when  his  character  should  attain  a  higher  degree 
of  perfection.  But  constituted  as  he  now  is — capable 
by  the  cultivation  and  exercise  of  his  reasoning  powers 
of  directing  his  own  conduct,  and  regulating  his  own 
destiny— and  urged  by  an  intrrnal  impulse  incessantly 
onwards  to  new  and  more  ennobling  efrorts,and  furnish- 
ed with  the  means  of  communicating  his  thoughts  to 
others,  of  influencing  by  his  knowledge,  not  only  those 
that  immediately  surround  him,  but  likewise  those  who 
are  separated  from  him  by  distance  of  place,  and  even 
succeeding  generations,  he  has  been  found  capable  of 
efforts  no  less  astonishing  for  their  magnitude,  than  im- 
portant for  their  utility.  Upon  every  thing  he  has  ex- 
erted his  mind— and  from  the  comforts  of  the  domestic 
fireside--the  happiness  of  commimities  the  means  which 
support  and  those  which  embellish  life— the  shock  of 
nations  upon  the  ensanguined  plain  and  their  intercourse 
in  peace — all  have  been  beneficially  influenced  by  the 
powers  which  that  mind,  strengthened  by  knowledge, 
has  been  able  to  exert.  And  wc  may  look  forward  with 
confidence  to  some  future  ])eriod  in  the  history  of  our 
race,  when  man's  advancement  in  knowledge,  and  the 
complete  triumph  of  true  philosoi)hy  over  prejudice 
and  error,  shall  have  elevated  his  character  to  that  de- 
gree of  perfection,  at  which  the  author  of  his  existence, 
evidently  intends  it  to  arrive.  Science,  civilization  and 
liberty.though  as  yet  far  from  being  universally  extend- 
ed, are  nevertheless  widely  diffused,  and  are  daily 
spreading  more  and  more  their  benign  influences. 
Though  the  aims  of  ambition,  and  the  indolence  of  the 
many,  may  indeed  for  a  time  interrupt  their  progress, 
yet  the  present  state  of  Society  seems  such  as  is  calcu- 
lated to  secure  it  effectually  against  the  baneful  cfl'ects 
of  ignorance,   bigotry  and  dftipotism,   which  have  so 


frequently  proved  fatal  to  the  improvement  and  the 
happiness  of  our  species  through  so  many  ages. 

The  sublime  discoveries  in  the  naturul  and  moral  sci- 
ences, which  tiic  faculty  of  reason,  when  brought  into 
exercise,  has  enabled  him  to  m»ke,  liave  opened  for 
man's  enjoyment  innumerable  springs  of  the  purest  de- 
light and  instruction — calculated  to  ennoble  his  nature, 
and  to  inspire  him  with  the  most  unerring  sentiments  of 
virtue.  The  important  truths  which  science  presents  to 
his  view,  have  a  direct  tendency  to  elevate  and  purify 
the  soul,  and  they  furnish  to  the  active  principle  wiMiin, 
such  employment  as  tends  to  render  it  less  apt  to  attach 
its  affections  upon  objects  unworthy  of  its  divine  and 
immortal  nature;  and  thus  prevent  man  from  sacrificing 
his  happiness  and  degrading  the  image  of  his  Maker 
with  which  he  is  impressed. 

To  these  important  effects  of  knowledge, all  alike  may 
have  access.  The  time  has  at  length  arrived,  when 
science,  divested  of  her  repellant  frown,  and  clothed  in 
the  every  day  garments  of  common  life,  speaks  a  lan- 
guage wliich  all  alike  may  understand.  She  no  longer 
dwells  with  the  pale  solitary  student,  but  walks  forth  in- 
to the  busy  haunts  of  commerce  and  of  trade.  She 
seeks  the  ploughman  amid  the  furrow,  and  is  no  long- 
er a  stranger  in  the  work-shop  of  the  mechanic.  Her 
favours, liowever.must  be  sought  and  won.  She  meets 
industry  half-way,  but  flies  from  indolence  and  apathy. 

What  an  animating  prospect  does  this  afford. — 'l"hc 
benefits  of  knowledge  are  within  the  reach  of  all  who 
will  stretch  forth  a  hand  to  grasp  them.  What  constant 
comfort  this  to  cheer  the  labourer  on  amid  his  daily 
toils!  How  much  must  it  elevate  his  self-esteem,  to  be 
assured  that  he  t()o,may  now  command  that  intellectual 
wealth,  which  will  place  him  on  a  level  with  the  migh- 
tiest in  the  land,  and  of  which  neither  the  caprices  of 
fortune — the  ordinary  accidents  of  life,  nor  the  vill^ny 
of  others  can  deprive  him.'  Every  man,  however  hum- 
ble may  be  his  station  and  his  calling,  has  it  in  his  own 
power,  in  a  great  measure,  to  ensure  his  own  respecta- 
bility— to  establish  on  a  solid  foimdation  his  happ.ness 
in  life,  and  to  command  success  in  whatever  honorable 
enterprise  he  may  propose  to  embark.  It  was  well  re- 
marked by  Judge  Story  in  addressing  the  mechanics' 
Institute  of  Roston,  that  much  less  of  success  and  hap- 
piness in  life  is  in  reality  dependent  upon  accident,  or 
what  is  called  hick,  than  is  commonly  supposed.  Far 
more  depends  upon  the  objects  which  a  man  proposes 
to  himself — wliat  attainments  he  aspires  to — what  is 
the  circle  which  bounds  his  vision  and  Ills  lhouf;hts — 
what  he  chooses,  7ifit  to  be  educated  fur,  but  to  educate 
himself  for.  Whether  he  looks  to  the  end  and  aim  of 
the  whole  of  life,  or  only  to  the  present  day  or  hour; 
whether  he  listens  to  the  voice  of  indolence  or  vulgar 
pleasure,  or  to  the  stirring  voice  of  his  own  soul  urging 
his  ambition  on  to  the  highest  objects.  If  his  views  are 
low  and  grovelling — if  the  work-shop,  in  its  cold  rou- 
tine of  duties,  and  sensual  indulgence,  with  its  brutal- 
izing effects,  bound  all  his  wishes — his  hopes,  his  dt  s- 
tinies  are  already  fixed,  and  the  history  of  his  whole  life 
may  be  read,  though  the  blush  of  youth  still  linger  on  his 
cheek.  It  is  not  a  tale  merely  twice  told;  it  has  been 
told  for  millions!  If  on  the  other  hand  he  aspires  to  be 
a  man,  in  dignity,  independence,  spirit  and  character, 
and  to  give  to  his  taK  nts  their  full  scope  and  vigour — if 
to  a  steady  devotion  to  the  practice  of  his  art,lic  adds  a 
scientific  study  of  its  processes  and  its  princiiiles,  his 
success  is  as  sure,as  any  thing  on  this  side  the  grave  can 
be.  He  may  even  go  farther,  and  dream  of  tame,  and 
if  he  possess  the  s<gacity  of  genius,  may  build  a  lofty 
and  solid  immortality  upon  the  foundation  of  his  own 
exertions 

These  blessed  effects  of  industry  and  zeal  in  the  cul- 
tivation of  knowledge  are  proved  by  innumerable  ex- 
amples. How  many  of  ihose  to  whom  mankind  look 
up  with  gratilu<lc  as  the  authors  of  some  of  those  inven- 
tions ancl  discoveries  from  which  they  are  now  reaping 
the  most  solid  advantages,  were  bred  at  the  plough,  in- 


46 


CONDIE'S  ADDRESS  BEFORE  THE  SOUTHWAKK  INSTITUTE. 


[Jaxdaiit 


the  workshop,  or  even  to  the  lower  branches  of  mere 
manual  labour.  Genius,  talents — the  powers  to  bless 
mankind,  by  improving-  their  moral  and  physical  condi- 
tion, belong-  to  no  favoured  class  of  sticiety.  Their 
possession  and  cultivation  have  caused  thousands  to 
burst  the  fetters  which  bound  them  apparently  forever 
to  the  earth,  and  place  themselves  upon  the  most  en- 
vied pinnacle  of  Fortune's  Temple — upon  the  higliest 
rank  of  Fame's  bright  roll.  Let  us  refer  to  some  of 
these  examples: — 

First  on  the  list  among  the  self-t;>ught  benefactors  of 
mankind  is  our  own  Franklin;  whose  very  poverty  in 
early  hfe,  and  his  employment  as  a  journeyman  printer 
might  have  been  supposed  insurmountable  obstacles  to 
the  attainment  of  that  vast  fund  of  practical,  philosoph- 
ical and  political  knowledge  for  which  he  was  so  emi- 
nently distinguished.  He  was  in  very  truth,  the  work- 
ingman  and  student — the  philosopher,  the  sage  and 
statesman.  The  companion  of  Franklin,  Godfrey,  the 
actual  inventor  of  the  Quadrant,  was  a  journeyman  gla- 
zier. Brindley  the  celebrated  civil  Engineer,  was  un- 
til near  the  age  of  manhood  a  carter  and  ploughman, 
afterwards  a  mill-right.  Sir  Richard  Arkwright,  cele- 
brated for  his  improvements  in  Cotton  machinery,  was 
a  poor  barber.  Herscliell,  whose  discoveries  in  Astro- 
nomy, will  ever  connect  his  name  with  the  history  of 
the  science,  was  a  drummer.  Gifford,  the  translator  of 
Juvenal,  and  for  many  years  the  able  editor  of  the  Lon- 
don Quarterly  Review,  was  originally  apprenticed  to 
an  obscure  shoemaker,  and  afterw.ards  wrought  many 
years  as  a  coal  heaver.  The  two  Stephenses.father  and 
son,  were  both  of  them  among  the  best  and  most  labo- 
rious printers,  and  most  learned  men  of  their  age.  To 
these  we  may  add  the  names  of  Aldus,  iTurbenus,  Fro- 
ben,  and  Caxton,  printers,  who  to  mechanical  ingenuity 
added  the  most  profound  erudition.  Watt,  the  improv- 
er of  the  steam  engine,  we  might  almost  say  the  inven- 
tor, was  a  mathematical  instrument  maker.  Ferguson, 
the  celebrated  astronomer, commenced  the  study  of  that 
science  when  yet  a  farm  servant  and  shepherd.  Not 
dissimilar  was  the  early  life  of  Rittenhouse,  who,  when 
a  young  man,  used  to  draw  geometrical  diagrams  on 
the  shafts  of  his  plough,  and  study  them  as  he  turned  up 
the  furrow.  Lord  Chancellor  King,  of  England,  was  a 
grocer  during  th.at  period  of  life,  which  is  ordinarily 
spent  in  academical  studies.  Chief  Justice  Pratt,  of 
New  York,  was  brought  up  a  carpenter.  Sir  Hum- 
phrey Davy,though  not  actually  a  labourer  or  mechanic 
in  his  early  days,  encountered  difficulties  and  obstacles 
to  study,  equal  to  what  most  mechanics  can  anticipate, 
and  yet  his  brilliant  discoveries  in  chemistry  have,  while 
th^y  administer  to  the  comfort  and  advantage  of  the 
citizens  of  every  country,  given  him  a  name  that  shall 
never  die.  Ihe  poor  Genoese  pilot,  Columbus,  amid 
th«  toils  and  perils  of  a  seaman's  life,  rendered  himself 
the  most  accomplished  Reographef  and  astronomer,  and 
the  boldest  navigator  of  his  age.  The  celebr.ated  Ben 
Johnson,  the  contemporary,  .almost  the  rival  of  Shaks- 
peare,  was  at  one  period  a  common  soldier,  a'  another 
a  journeyman  bricklayer.  Burns,  the  sweetest  of 
Scotia's  bards,  was  a  farmer  and  a  day  labourer.  Of 
the  successful  union  of  merc'intile  enterprise  with  the 
polite  literature,  philosophy  and  science,  we  have 
striking  instances  in  Cosmo  and  Lorenzo  de  Medicis 
Guigo,  Ricardo  and  Roscoe.  What  a  curious  sight, says 
a  celebrated  French  writer,  to  see  tlie  same  person 
with  one  hand  sell  the  commodities  of  the  Levant,  and 
with  the  other  support  the  burden  of  a  state;  maint.ain 
commercial  agents,  and  receive  embassadors;  make  war 
and  peace;  oppose  the  Pope,  and  give  his  advice  and 
mediation  to  the  princes  of  his  time;  cultivating  and 
encouraging  learning,  and  giving  an  asylum  to  the 
learned  Greeks  who  fled  from  Constantinople.  Such, 
however,  was  Lorenzo  de  Medicis.  And  when  to  these 
particular  distinctions  the  glorious  names  of  Father  of 
Ills  country  and  mediator  of  Italy,  are  appended,  who 
seems  more  entitled  to  the  notice  and  admiration  of  pos- 


terity than  the  illustrious  trader  and  citizen  of  Florence. 
But  were  I  to  attempt  a  complete  enumeration  of  the 
laboiH-ers,  the  mechanics,  the  artizans  and  traders,  who, 
by  the  exertion  of  minds,  cultivated  often  in  the  midst 
of  difficulties  a  vulgar  spirit  would  consider  insurmount- 
able, have  raised  themselves  to  fame,  and  improved, 
benefitted  and  instructed  their  fellow  men,  in  remote 
nations,  and  through  numerous  centuries,  I  should  far 
exceed  the  limits  of  this  address.  Enough  has  been 
said,  to  prove  my  proposition — the  private  advantages 
and  public  good  to  be  derived  from  the  acquisition  of 
knowledge  by  all — even  the  humblest  class  in  society. 
So  true  is  it,  that, — 

Honor  .and  worth,  from  no  condition  rise, 
Act  well  your  part,  there  all  the  honor  lies. 

But  it  maybe  asked,  what  is  the  kind  of  knowledge 
that  is  most  calculated  to  produce  the  beneficial 
effects  we  have  so  imperfectly  detailed  ?  I  would 
answer,  unhesitatingly,  the  knowledge  of  facts!  The 
kws  of  matter  and  of  mind  deduced  from  and  establish- 
ed by  those  facts!  In  addition,  to  the  exact  sciences, 
history  and  biography,  which  h.ave  been  aptly  styled 
philosophy  teaching  by  example,  geography,  ethics, 
and  the  general  principles  which  concern  the  rights  of 
persons  and  property — the  sources  from  which  these 
rights  are  derived — the  means  by  which  they  are  main- 
tained and  secured,  and  the  mode  and  extent  in  which 
they  may,  on  occasions,  be  alienated,  transferred,  or 
forfeited,  are  all  irnportant  branches  of  knowledge 
to  the  American  citizen.  Who,  however  humble 
his  rank  in  society  may  appear,  if  he  act  well  his 
part,  has  a  fair  prospect  of  being  called  upon,  to  as- 
sist in  the  councils  of  his  state  or  nation — to  sit  in  the 
magisterial  chair,  or  upon  the  bench  of  one  of  our 
courts  of  justice,  where  upon  the  correctness  of  his 
judgment  and  the  extent  of  his  knowledge,  may  depend 
the  rights,  the  freedom.,  the  character,  and  possessions, 
nay,  the  very  life  of  his  fellow  man. 

But  even  what  have  been  called  the  more  abstruse 
sciences,  are  of  imrnense  advantage  to  the  labouring 
class.  Geornetry  and  tlie  laws  of  powers  and  of  forces, 
will  aid  greatly,  the  carpenter,  the  machinist,  the  ship- 
builder and  the  mason  in  conducting  their  labours,  and 
improving  upon  the  models  in  their  particular  depart- 
ments, ali-eady  in  existence.  Astronomy  and  meteoro- 
logy in  their  broadest  sense,  are  of  the  first  importance 
to  the  seaman,  often  to  the  agriculturist.  By  the  first, 
the  knowledge  they  impart  may  be  directed  often  to 
the  preservation  of  the  life  and  property  committed  to 
his  charge;  by  the  latter,  to  the  increase  of  his  crops, 
and  their  preservation  from  blight  and  mildew.  Natural 
hi.story,  in  its  various  departments,  will  aid  the  farmer 
and  the  grazier — and  the  information  which  this  science 
iiTiparts  to  them  may  be — must  be,  advantageously  di- 
rected to  increase  the  comfort  and  the  health  of  whole 
communities,  by  augmenting  the  essential  sustenances 
of  life,  reducing  their  price,  and  improving  their  quali- 
ty. Mineralogy  is  important  to  the  founder,  the  black, 
smith,  stone  mason,  potter  and  other  tradesmen,  the 
materials  of  whose  industry  are  derived  from  the  miner- 
al kingdom.  To  what  class,!  would  ask, is  not  a  know- 
ledge of  chemistry  all  important.'  Its  beneficial  ett'ects 
are  felt  in  almost  every  department  of  life.  The  apo- 
thecaries' shop  by  it  has  been  furnished  with  remedial 
agents,  which,  while  they  are  all  efficacious  in  the  re- 
moval of  disease,  are  deprived  of  much  of  that  nauseous 
flavour  and  incommodiousness  of  bulk,  which  formerly 
rendered  the  use  of  medicine  so  disgusting  and  h.irrass- 
ingto  tlie  sick.  But  not  only  in  tliis  solitary  instance 
are  the  vast  benefits  of  chemical  science  exemplified; 
in  a  thousand  other  ways  it  has  ministered  largely  to  the 
convenience,  safety  and  happiness  of  man.  In  the  ma- 
nufacture of  the  various  fabrics  of  wool,  flax  and  cot- 
ton, from  the  bleaching  of  the  brown  fibre;  the  prepa- 
ration of  the  goods  for  the  reception  of  the  various  tints 
intended  to  be  imparted  to  them;  the  rendering  of  these 
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tints  brilliant  and  pevmanent.so  that  they  shall  not  be  af- 
fected by  the  air.by  moishire,orby  soap.we  are  presented 
with  a  series  of  clicmical  operations— wliicli  can  only  be 
conducted  with  certainty  and  unvaried  success  by  those 
who  are  acquainted  fully  with  tlie  principles  of  tliat  im- 
portant and  at  the  same  time  beautiful  science.  Tlie 
tanning  and  preparation  of  leather  for  the  various  uses 
to  which  it  is  applied,  were  all  involved  in  mystery  and 
replete  with  uncertainty.until  by  the  light  derived  from 
chemical  knowledge,  they  were  reduced  to  well  esta- 
blished principles.  The  arts  of  glass  making  and  print- 
ing, themanufiicture  of  soap,  candles,  hats,  china  and 
tlie  various  kinds  of  pottery,  the  preparation  of  salt  and 
the  refining  of  sug.ar,  are  aU  intimately  dependent  upon 
chemistry — a  knowledge  of  that  science  is  calculated 
to  improve,  and  add  to  these  processes,  and  create  new 
ones.  To  the  agriculturist,  chemistry  furnishes  prin- 
ciples and  agents  of  inestimable  value.  It  teaclies  the 
proper  food  of  plants,  the  choice  and  use  of  manures, — 
and  the  best  means  for  promoting  the  vigor,growth,and 
productiveness  and  the  preservation  of  the  various  vege- 
table tribes.  Chemistry  directs  likewise  the  labours  of 
the  husbandman.  In  the  dairy,  milk  cannot  be  kept 
fresh  and  sweet,  butter  c.innot  be  properly  made  and 
cured,  nor  cheese  prepared,  without  a  skill  founded 
wholly  upon  chemical  principles.  Tlie  culinary  arts, for 
preparing  wholesome  and  nutritious  food,  and  pre- 
serving it  fresh  and  palatable  for  many  years,is  largely 
indebted  to  chemical  knowledge.  To  tlie  domestic  | 
economist,  this  science  abounds  with  pleasing  and  use-  i 
ful  lessons.  It  enables  him  to  make  a  proper  choice  of 
meats  and  drinks, — it  directs  him  to  those  measures  with 
respect  to  aliment,  clothing,  air  and  temperature.which  i 
have  the  greatest  tendency  to  promote  health,  enjoy-  j 
ment  and  cheapness  of  living, — and  it  sets  him  upon  his  i 
guard  against  unseen  evils,  to  which  Ihey  who  are  ig- 1 
norant  of  its  laws  are  continually  exposed.  There  is  in 
fact  no  human  occupation  which  it  does  not  enlighten, 
and  upon  the  perfection  of  which  it  has  not  exerted  a  ! 
powerful  and  beneficial  influence.  It  enters  with  the  j 
miner  into  the  bowels  of  the  e:a'th,  and  by  its  safety  | 
lamp  renders  him  perfectly  secure,from  the  destructive  i 
explosions  by  which  previously  so  many  thousands  had  i 
been  destroyed.  It  aids  the  laws  of  the  country,  by  af-  1 
fording  the  means  for  the  detection  and  conviction  of 
the  secret  murderer.  It  has  disarmed  pestilence  of 
its  terrors,  and  destroyed  the  seeds  of  disease  before  ' 
they  have  had  time  to  ^bud,  by  its  disinfecting  chlo-  ! 
rides.  It  has  indeed  conferred  benefits  where  they  j 
were  least  to  be  expected.  By  explaining  the  origin  i 
and  causes  of  certain  natural  phenomena,  it  has  put  to 
flight  the  whole  hoht  of  goblins,  imps  and  spirits,  that 
formerly  inhabited  every  low  ground  and  waste  place,  ! 
and  were  supposed  to  require  some  potent  incantation  I 
to  prevent  their  malignant  influence  upon  man  and  | 
beast.  Superstitions  and  omens, wandering  lights,shroud-  j 
ed  ghosts,  de.ith  tokens  and  the  host  of  fearful  crea- 
tion that  were  wont,  in  days  of  ignorance,  to  inhabit  the  i 
gloom  of  night,  have  been  completely  disarmed  of  their 
terrors,  and  now  afford  amusement  to  children,  when 
formerly  they  appalled  the  stoutest  heart.  ' 

Sciences,  even,  which  appear  the  most  trifling,  and  | 
least  susceptible  of  application  to  useful  purposes,  are  j 
often  the  means  of  vast  benefit  to  individuals,  communi-  | 
ties  or  nations.  Thus,  the  entomologist,though  he  may  i 
appe.ir  merely  to  be  employed  in  the  chase  of  moths 
and  butterflies.or  in  tlie  collection  of  useless  insects, has 
exercised  in  his  country's  service  the  knowledge  which 
he  has  acquired  of  the  species,  habits  and  properties  of 
Uie  objects  of  his  studies.  1  hus  during  the  last  war,  we 
risked  being  entirely  deprived  of  blistering  flics  at  a 
time  when  we  most  needed  them;  the  entomologist 
pointed  the  apothecary  to  tire  potatne  bug,  possessing 
all  the  properties,  and  equal  in  quality  to  the  imported 
fly.  In  the  life  time  of  the  great  naturalist,  Linneaus, 
a  kind  of  worm  burrowed  in  the  timber  used  for  ship 
building  in  the  royal  dock  yanls  of  Sweden,   and  be- 


came every  year  more  numerous  and  destructive.  The 
King  requested  the  naturalist  to  inquire  into  the  cause, 
and'discover  a  remedy  for  this  growing  evil.  I.inneaus 
found  that  the  worm  was  produced  from  a  small  egg, 
deposited  by  a  fly  or  beetle,  in  cracks  upon  the  sur- 
face of  the  wood,  from  whence  the  worm,  when  hatch- 
ed, began  to  etit  into  the  substance  of  the  timber.  Af- 
ter some  time,  i\gain  emerging  in  the  form  of 
a  fly  of  the  parent  species,  it  commenced  laying  its 
minute  eggs  upon  the  surface  of  the  sound  timber. — 
Linneaus  knew  that  the  month  of  May  was  the  only 
season  in  which  these  eggs  were  laid, — hence  he  direct- 
ed all  the  green  timber  to  be  immersed  in  t-lie  sea,  be- 
fore this  month  commenced,  and  to  be  kept  under  wa- 
ter until  it  had  entirely  passed.  The  flies  being  de- 
prived of  their  appropriate  nests,  could  not  increase, 
and  the  species,  in  a  short  time,  was  either  entirely  de- 
stroyed, or  forced  to  migrate  to  some  other  country. 
Thus,  however  contemptible  knowledge  may  appear 
at  first  sight,  its  efl^ects  are  invariably  beneficial. 

But  it  is  now  time  to  say  a  few  words  in  reference  to 
our  own  institution  for  promoting  moral  and  intellectual 
knowledge;  to  indicate  its  present  condition  and  esti- 
mate its  future  prospects. 

The  Southwark  Institute  was  regularly  and  efficient- 
ly organized  in  the  autumn  of  the  past  year,  and  now 
includes  among  its  members,  a  large  portion  of  the 
youth  of  this  district. 

The  manner  in  which  it  aims  to  attain  the  great  ob- 
ject of  its  founders  is,  first.  By  the  establishment  of  a 
library.  Thus  placing  within  the  reach  of  an  interest- 
ing class  of  the  community, the  main  sources  from  which 
useful  information  is  to  be  acquired,  and  inspiring  them 
with  that  t.aste  for  its  acquisition,  which  nothing  but  an 
acquaintance  with  the  recorded  wisdom  of  ages,  could 
so  effectually  produce.  The  nucleus  of  a  respectable 
'  library  has  already  been  collected;  principally  from 
{  the  donations  of  different  friends  to  the  enterprize.  It 
!  is  still,  however,  too  limited  to  satisfy  the  wants  of  those 
j  who  have  access  to  it,  and  the  liberality  of  the  public  is 
I  appealed  to,  in  order  that  the  library  may  be  establish- 
ed upon  that  extensive  footing  which  shall  most  benefit 
the  community,and  confer  the  greatest  amount  of  credit 
upon  the  district  in  which  our  institution  is  located.  A 
second  means  for  promoting  the  objects  of  the  institu- 
tion is  by  opening  a  reading  room  for  the  use  of  its 
members,  and  supplying  them  with  the  monthly,  week- 
ly and  daily  journals  published  in  our  city  and  else- 
where.— Those  living  clironiclers  of  the  times — whicl> 
connect  as  it  were,  in  one  great  family  the  citizens  of 
every  part  of  our  country — and  of  the  civilized  world — 
form  a  stronger  bond  of  union  between  all  sections  and 
all  classes — and  more  effectually  secure  the  rights  and 
promote  the  comfort  and  well-being  of  all,  than  any 
other  means  at  once  so  simple  and  so  cheap.  The  com- 
mi.ssioncrs  of  the  district  have  kindly  granted  to  the  in- 
stitute the  use  of  a  commodious  apartment  within  this 
building,  and  a  few  of  the  editors  of  the  daily  papers 
have  liberally  supplied  the  tables  with  their  own  and 
distant  journals.  A  third  means  fur  promoting  the  ob- 
jects of  our  institution  is  by  lectures  on  scientific  sub- 
jects. This  department  is  .as  yet  but  imperfectly  organiz- 
ed. Lectures,  have, however, been  already  delivered  by 
different  gentlemen,  and  a  part  of  a  regular  course  was 
attemptod  by  one  individual,  which, so  far  as  the  speaker 
can  learn,  was  well  received  by  the  members  general- 
ly. The  great  difliiculty  in  this  department  is  to  pro- 
c(u-e  a  sufficient  number  of  lecturers,  so  as  to  keep  up 
the  system,  and  at  the  same  time,  not  to  interfere  with 
the  indispensable  engagements  of  any  one  who  may  un- 
dertake the  task,  by  requiring  them  to  devote  individu- 
ally, more  than  one  evening  occasionally.  We  are  well 
assured  that  there  are  gentlemen  fully  competent  to 
communicate  instruction  on  various  scientific  subjects, 
by  lectures,  who  have  the  will  as  well  as  the  leisure  to 
promote  in  this  way  the  grand  object  wc  have  in  view. 
There  arc  ccrtaiidy  few  shapes  in  which  Ihey  can  cm- 
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ploy  their  talents  with  so  little  inconvenience,  so  as  to 
promote  a  (greater  amount  of  good  to  societj^  or  so  sa 
tisfactory  to  tliemselves.  A  fourth  means  for  obtaining' 
the  objects  of  this  institute  is  by  debates  among  its 
members, — excluding  sectarian  differences  in  religion, 
and  party  disputes  in  politics.  Well  conducted,  these 
debates  excite  to  industry  in  the  acquisition  of  know- 
ledge— promote  facility  in  its  application — fix  facts 
more  firmly  on  the  mind — remove  mistakes  and  errors 
— induce  enquiry,and  tend  to  cause  a  beneficial  emula- 
tion to  spring  up  among  all  who  take  a  part  in  them, 
while  they  instruct  equally  those  who  stand  by  and 
listen. 

Such,  my  respected  hears,  are  the  outlines  of  our  or- 
ganization. It  remains  with  you,  by  extending  your 
countenance  and  fostering  care  to  our  infant  institution, 
to  enable  us  to  carry  all  our  plans  fully  into  execution, 
and  to  insure  those  advantages  they  are  calculated  to 
confer  upon  the  rising  generation,  upon  you — upon  all 
of  us.  But  we  have  no  fears — we  look  confidently  for 
your  approbation  and  support.  We  live  in  an  age,  and 
among  a  people  alive  to  the  best  interests  of  their  fel- 
low men,  and  anxious  to  extend  far  and  wide  the 
light  of  knowledge.  We  live  too,  within  a  district, 
the  citizens'of  which  are  not  behind  those  of  any  other 
in  pati'iotism,  in  enlightened  views,  and  active  use- 
fulness. 

We  are  fully  assured  that  you  will  pronounce  the 
sentence — The  Southvvark  Institute  shall  succeed  and 
prosper,  and  that  with  you  to  pronounce  is  to  accom- 
plish. 


From  the  West  Chester  Democrat. 
THE  RAIL  ROAD. 

On  the  25th  inst.  (Christmas)  a  number  of  respecta- 
ble gentlemen,  among  whom  were  Gen.  Workman, 
Secretary  of  the  Land  Office,  Col.  Ringland,  Speaker 
of  the  Senate,  Messrs.  Hayes  and  Sangston,  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  Messrs.  McCreery,  M'Elwee  and  Barclay,  of 
the  llou-fe  of  Representatives,  and  Mr.  Bonsall,  U.  S. 
Marshall,  Richard  Penn  Smith,  Esq.  and  other  citizens 
of  Philadelphia,  accompanied  by  some  of  the  Directors 
of  the  West  Chester  Bail  Road  Company,  took  seats  in  a 
splendid  Mahogan}'  car— crossed  over  the  bridge,  pass- 
ed up  the  plane,  and  arrived  in  our  borough  in  lime  to 
partake  of  an  excellent  dinner,  which  had  been  prepar- 
ed for  the  occasion  at  Mr.  Reed's  hotel.  Tlie  party  was 
waited  on  by  anumberof  the  gentlemen  of  the  borough, 
with  every  demonstration  of  i-espect,  which  could  not 
fail  to  make  tliem  feel  they  were  welcome  to  partake  of 
the  hospitality  of  West  Chester;  not  only  so  but  that 
their  visit  was  well  received.  Our  visitors  expressed  a 
general  satisfaction  with  the  appearance  of  our  borough, 
the  improvements,  and  evident  prosperity  of  the  sur- 
rounding country.  As  soon  as  the  dinner  was  over,  a 
few  lively  and  appropriate  toasts  were  drank,  and  the 
party  returned  to  the  city,  leaving  us  to  regret  that  their 
business  would  not  permit  them  to  remain  with  us  a 
longer  time. 

This,  we  believe,  was  the  first  car,  passing  between 
this  ])lace  and  the  city,  that  passed  over  the  bridge.  We 
understand  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  AVest  Che.ster 
Company  to  establish  a  tri-weekly  line  of  burden  cars 
on  the  road,  in  the  course  of  a  week  or  ten  days.  Thus 
those  who  desire  to  send  grain,  flour,  &c.  to  the  city, 
or  to  obt.ain  store  goods,  plaster,  or  any  other  articles 
from  that  place,  will  be  enabled  to  get  them  transport- 
ed with  safety  and  despatch,  and  we  would  suppose  at 
much  less  expense  than  by  any  other  mode. 


ARrlic  nr  Oldex  Time. — The  Germantown  Acade- 
my Bell,  has  just  been  taken  down  to  be  recast,  by  the 
bell  company  in  Kensington — it  having  been  fairly  worn 
out  in  the  service  of  tlic  town,  by  being  hammered 
thin  at  the  striking  points,  and  thereby  cracked,  and  no 
longer  able  to  perform  its  wnntcd  functions. 

This  Bell  came  out  first  to  "the  Colony,"  in  the  cele- 


brated "Tea  Ship,"  which  was  not  permitted  to  land 
her  cargo  at  Boston.  The  bell  therefore,  went  back 
to  "Old  England,"  and  rested  itself  under  the  protec- 
tion of  His  Majesty,  until  the  proclamation  of  the  peace 
of  1783,  when  it  was  again  embarked  for  the  "Free 
State  of  Pennsylvania,"  and  in  due  time  was  install- 
ed into  its  office  in  the  cupola  of  our  own  academy,— 
Germ.  Telegraph. 

House  of  Representatives. — One  of  the  Represen- 
tatives of  this  county,  has  kindly  furnished  us  with  an 
annexed  statement  of  the  professions  and  callings  of  the 
members  of  the  present  House  of  Representatives.  It 
will  be  seen,  and  especially  by  those  who  have  been 
so  much  invidiously  harping  upon  the  subject,  that  the 
farmers  and  mechanics,  have  the  decided  ascendency, 
at  least  in  this  branch  of  the  Legislature.  We  thank  our 
correspondent  for  his  attention. 

Farmens,  -  -  -  50  Surveyors,  .  .  1 
Attorneys,      -         -         14     Tanners,        -         -  1 

Merchants,  -  -  8  Coachmakers,  -  -  1 
Doctors,          -         -  5     Painters,         -         -  1 

Gentlemen,         -        -      4    Potters,  -         -        1 

Iron-masters,         -        -    3     Fullers,         -         -  1 

Manufacturers,  -  2  Chairmakers,  -  -  1 
Millwrights,  -  -  2  Confectioner,  -  -  1 
Carpenters,     -         -        2     Instrument  Maker,  1 

Professors,-         -         -      1  — — 

Members,   100 
lb. 


List   op  Dead, — Buried  in  the   Common  Burying 
Ground  last  year. 

Adults  -  -  14 

Children  -  17" 

Colored  people  -  4 

In  St.  Stephen's  Churchyard. 

Adults      -  -  4 

Children  -  -  5 

Total  -  44 

Of  these  were  inhabitants  of  this  Borough, 
Adults  -  13 

Ciiildren       -  -  12 

The   others  are  from  the  environs   of  this  Borough, 
and  strangers. 

JOHN  M.  KIENZLE,  Sexton. 
Wilkesbarre,  Jan,  2,  1834. 

Herald. 
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College  Bell, — The  College  Bell  has  been  hung — 
it  is  of  a  fine  tone,  weighs  upwards  of  300  lbs.  and  can 
be  heard  very  distinctly  over  town.  It  was  presented 
to  the  Institution  by  the  Rev.  Zera  Costin  of  Pittsburg. 
We  have  now  five  fine  bells,  viz:  the  Court  houie^ 
College — Episcopal  church — Presbyterian  church,  and 
Academy;  the  largest  of  which  is  that  of  the  Court  hous^,  _ 
weighing,  we  believe,  800  lbs.,  and  has  been  distinctly 
heard  a  distance  of  7  or  8  miles.  In  our  village  six  de- 
nominations of  Christians  meet  weekly  for  worship,  viz: 
Presbyterian,  Methodist,  Episcopalian,  Unitarian,  Bap- 
tist, and  German  Refornied.  Of  these,  the  three  form- 
er own  large  and  handsome  churches.  Bishop  Onder- 
donk  remarked  that  the  Episcopal  church  of  this  place 
was,  in  an  architectural  point  of  view,  the  finest  in  the 
diocese.  The  Baptsts  own  a  small  neat  chuch.  The 
Unitarians  contemplate  building  one.  The  Catholics  . 
also  contemplate  building  a  chapel  about  six  miles  east 
of  town. — Crawford  Messenger. 

Walnut  Street  Prison.'  The  number  of  convicts 
confined;in  the  Walnut  street  prison  on  the  1st  Inst,  were 
271  men",  and  38  women.  In  the  Prune  street  apart-': 
ment.  4  men,  and  38  boys.  Total,  351.  On  the  1st  of 
January,  1833,  the  whole  number  was  402 — decrease  in 
one  year,  51, 
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PHILADRLPHIA  ICE  COMPANY. 

First  Jnmuil  Beporl  nfihe  Directors  cf  the  Philadflphia 
I:e  Coinparty  inthe  Stockholders— Dec.  12,  18j3. 

The  Dii-cctors  oftlie  Philadelphia  Ice  Compiinv  pre- 
sent to  the  Stockhoklers  the  following  Report  of  their 
proceedings. 

Immediately  after  their  election,  the  Directors  pro- 
ceeded to  org'anize  the  Board,  in  conformity  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Articles  of  Association;  and  appointed 
Richard  Peters,  President,  and  Lewis  Krumbhaar,  Vice- 
President.  It  was  resolved  to  adopt  measures,  without 
delay,  for  the  purchase  or  rent  of  a  proper  lot  of  ground 
for  the  erection  of  an  Ice-House,  in  a  situation  favorable 
to  the  operations  of  the  Company:  and  nn  instalment  of 
ten  dollars  on  each  share  was  required  from  the  Stock- 
holders. The  Board  appointed  Georg-e  Y.  Browne  the 
Secretary  and  treasurer;  and  fixed  his  compensation 
at  the  rate  of  four  hundi'ed  dollars  per  annum,  for  six 
months.  Mr.  Browne,  having-  g-iveii  security  to  the  sat- 
isfaction of  the  Board,  in  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars, immediately  eniered  on  the  duties  of  his  office. 

The  efforts  of  a  committee  raised  for  that  purpose, 
were  supposed  to  be  successful  in  procuring'  a  lot  of 
ground,  owned  by  Mr.  William  Bethell,  upon  which  it 
was  proposed  to  erect  forthwith,  a  spacious  Ice-House, 
of  a  capacity  and  form  to  be  fully  adequate  for  the  pre- 
servation of  the  quantity  of  Ice  estimated  as  necessary 
for  the  pui-poses  of  tlie  Association.  1  he  Board  con- 
sidered a  building'  which  would  contain  about  two  hun- 
dred thousand  bushels  of  Ice,  called  for  by  the  expect- 
ed demands  of  the  Stockholders,  and  the  public. 

The  property  which  the  Board  desired  to  purchase 
of  Mr.  Bethtll,  is  situated  on  the  Columbia  Rail  Road, 
and  but  a  short  distance  from  the  riv' r  Schuylkiil.  A 
particular  and  personal  examination  of  it  by  the  Board, 
resulted  in  a  conviction  that  it  was  the  most  eligible  of 
any  situation  that  could  then  be  obtained. 

I  he  necessity  of  immediate  and  active  measures  to 
construct  the  Ice-House,  in  time  to  become  the  deposi- 
tory of  Ice  for  the  supply  of  the  Company  and  the  pub- 
lic, enjoined  that  instantpossession,  under  a  clear  and 
unincumbered  title,  should  be  obtained,  of  any  proper- 
ty the  Board  might  seU-ct.  The  delay  of  a  few  days 
might  be  fatal  to  the  purposes  of  the  Assoc  ation,  as  the 
length  of  time  in  which  the  Ice-House  was  required  to 
be  erected  and  to  be  in  a  situation  to  receive  Ice  was 
less  than  three  months;  a  period  too  short,  unless 
great  and  unimpeded  efforts  should  be  made  to  con- 
struct it. 

In  the  full  and  confident  expectation  of  possession 
being  immediately  obtained,  the  Board  agreed  to  pur- 
chase t!ie  property  of  Mr.  Bethell  for  the  sum  of  seven 
thousand  dollars;  of  which  two  thousand  five  hundred 
were  to  be  in  casli,  and  the  resid-'e  in  three  equal  an- 
nual instalments,  bearing  interest:  the  funds  of  the  Com- 
pany were  sufficient  for  this  arrangement;  but  they 
were  not  snfRcient  for  the  cash  piiyment  of  the  whole 
purchase  money. 

Immediate  preparations  were  made  to  excavate  the 
ground  for  the  building:  the  Regulator  of  the  District 
was  called  upon  to  run  the  fr  nt  line  vipon  the  Rail  Road, 
and  10  determine  whether  certain  proposed  streets 
would  pass  through  the  property. 
Vol.   XIII.  7 


A  Committee  of  the  Company  visited  the  ground,  and 
fixed  the  precise  location  of  the  house,  and  a  contrac- 
tor to  remove  the  earth  for  the  foundation  and  super- 
structure,  was  ready  to  commence  the  work. 

Mr.  Bethell  was  not  prepared  to  comply  with  his 
contract.  The  lot  was  incumbered  with  a  mortgage  to 
the  amount  of  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  which 
the  mortgagor  was  bound  to  pay  off  to  the  full  amount, 
at  a  period  much  earlier  than  Mr.  Bethell  had  agreed 
to  allow  to  the  Company  for  the  payment  of  that  portion 
of  the  purchase  money.  As  a  Stockholder  of  the  Com- 
pany, and  from  comiTiunications  made  to  him,  Mr. 
Bethell  well  knew  the  purposes  for  which  the  property 
was  to  be  purchased,  and  the  intention  to  use  it  for  that 
purpose  without  the  delay  of  a  single  day.  The  cash 
payment,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  agreement,  was 
offered  to  him  by  the  Treasurer,  at  the  time  fixed  by 
him  to  m.ake  the"titlc:  at  whicli  time  it  was  expected 
the  incumbrance  referred  to  would  have  been  removed. 
This  w;is  not  done,  but  it  was  explicitly  promised  by 
him  that  it  should  be  done  in  a  day  or  two,  when  he 
would  receive  the  cash  payment,  and  execute  the  deed. 
This  was  not  done,  and  from  the  time  of  the  offer  of 
the  casli  payment,  the  25th  day  of  October,  until  the 
I  26th  day  of  November,  no  firther  communication  was 
received  from  him. 

The  silence  of  Mr.  Bethell,  and  his  full  knowledge  of 
the  peculiar  character  and  objects  of  the  proposed  pur- 
chase, and  other  circumstances,  induced  and  justified 
the  opinion  that  he  w.as  willing  1 1  consider  the  arrange- 
ment for  the  prope'.ty  at  an  tnd,  if  the  Board  should 
acquiesce  in  its  deterrnination.  This  consent  was  free- 
Iv  given  by  a  letter,  addressed  to  him,  by  the  President 
o'f  the  Board.  The  obligations  of  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors to  the  Stockholders,  called  imperiously  for  this 
j  course.  It  was  not  until  the  26th  day  of  November  that 
the  Board  was  Informed  by  his  letter  of  that  date,  that 
j  Mr.  Bethel  still  considered  the  contract  for  the  purchase 
'  of  the  property,  as  existing,  and  that  he  would  insist  on 
I  its  performance.  Such  a  demand  on  the  Company  was 
'  as  unexpected  as  it  was  unwarranted  by  the  facts  of  the 
case.  While  it  is  freely  admitted  that  time  may  be  dis- 
:  pensed  with,  if  it  be  not  of  the  essence  of  the  contract, 
I  it  is  ins'sted  that  circumstances  may  render  the  time  in 
j  which  the  contract  is  to  be  executed,  m.aterial  and  vital 
;  to  its  continuance.  Such  circumstances  unquestionably 
'  did  exist  in  the  arrangement  with  Mr.  Bethell.  The 
;  whole  purposes  (or  which  the  iiurchase  was  intended  to 
'  be  made,  would  have  been  defeated,  had  the  Board 
i  postponed  commencing  the  building  until  the  26  h  day 
'  of  November,  when,  and  not  before,  so  far  as  the  Board 
'  had  knowledge  of  the  real  state  of  things,  he  was  ready 
'  to  execute  the  contract  on  his  part.  To  have  attempted 
j  the  construction  of  a  building  commenced  at  tii:it,  or 
I  after  that  time,  would  have  been  a  violation  of  the  duties 
I  of  the  nirectors  to  the  Stockholders. 
(  A  building  commenced  at  that  time  might  not  have 
I  been  raised,  and  certainly  coidd  not  be  roofed  in,  under 
the  obstacles  of  the  winter  season,  untd  March  or  April, 
'  in  the  approaching  year;  although  it  wou'd  be  required 
'  for  the  d.  positing  lif  Ice  in  January  and  February.  It 
!  is  only  to  slate  the  case,  to  establish  the  injustice  of  a 
claim  up-n  the  Bo.ard  to  take  the  property  thus  situa- 
;  ted . 
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The  Board  have  been  thus  particular  in  stating  the  I 
circumstances  of  the  neg  :tiation  with  Mr.  Bethell,  as  it 
has  been  recently  communltated  to  the  President,  that 
he  intends  to  institute  a  suit  ag-.iinst  him  lor  damag-es, 
for  the  nim-pertbrniance  of  the  allege  d  contract.  Of  tlie 
resuh  of  such  a  proceeding,  no  apprehension  can  be 
justified.  If  the  Board  had  n  .t,  indulging  tlie  most  lib- 
eral and  generous  views  on  the  subject,  consented  to 
rescind  the  purchase,  a  just  and  legal  claim  on  Mr. 
Bethell  for  dannages,  might  be  entertained.  All  the 
correspondence  of  that  gentleman  accompanies  this  re- 
port. 

It  was  important  to  the  Board  to  ascertain  the  most 
approved  mode  of  constructing  Ice-Iiouses,  and  the 
most  successful  and  economical  usages  fir  filling  the 
same  For  the  purpose  of  procuring  this  information, 
the  Board  offered  a  prtmium  of  fifty  d- liars  for  the  best 
plan  of  an  Ice  House;  and  instituted  other  inquiries. 
The  larger  Ice  Houses  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  city, 
were  examined  by  some  of  the  members  of  the  Board; 
and  facts  and  suggestions  earnestly  sought  and  collect- 
ed, with  every  diligence. 

The  result  of  these  measures  was  an  entire  change  in 
the  plans  of  the  Board,  for  the  form  and  tlie  manner  of 
constructing  their  Ice-House.  Instead  of  placing  it  in 
the  ground,  it  was  found  in  their  opinion,  derived  from 
the  information  communicated  to  them,  decidedly  pre- 
ferable to  i)lace  it  above  the  ground;  and  instead  of  con- 
structing the  chambers  for  the  deposit  of  the  Ice,  of 
stone  or  brick,  it  was  found  most  advantageous  to  make 
them  altogether  of  wood.  The  Board,  as  the  most  sat- 
islactory  mode  ot  communicating  to  the  Stockholders 
the  inducements  to  this  change,  and  the  adoption  of  the 
plan  referred  to,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Metcalf,  of  Cambridge,  Mass.  by  whose  suggestions 
they  have  been  principally  governed  in  the  construction 
of  the  building  now  erecting,  and  to  whom,  for  the 
valuable  information  received  from  him,  they  have 
awarded  the  premium. — {Mppendix,  No.  1.) 

Subsequent  investigations,  diligently  prosecuted  by 
the  Board,  have  fully  sustained  the  determination  to 
erect  and  charge  the  Ice-House  on  Mr.  Metcalf 's  plan 
In  all  the  Southern  States,  in  the  West  Indies,  and 
other  places,  IceHouses  placed  above  ground,  the  sides 
charged  or  filled  with  non-conductors  of  heat,  such  as 
tan,  saw-dust,  charcoal,  or  straw,  are  used  with  unin- 
terrupted success.  It  has  been  communicated  to  the 
Board,  that  a  loss  of  not  more  than  eight  per  cent  is 
sustained  in  some  of  tho^e  Ice-HouseS;  while  the  loss  oT 
Ic :e  in  the  Ice-Houses  constructed  in  the  usual  form  is 
said  to  be  upwards  of  sixty-six  per  cent  Not  more 
than  one-third  of  the  Ice  deposited  in  such  Ice-Houses 
is  preserved  to  the  period  when  it  is  required  for  con- 
sumption. 

The  Board  was  desirous  to  afTord  to  every  one  an  op 
portunity  to  contract  for  the  building,  on  the  mo,t  ad- 
vantageous terms  to  the  Company.  Proposals  for  con- 
struction were  invited  by  public  advertisements;  and  an 
arrangement  entirely  satisfactory  was  made  with  two  of 
our  principal  carpenters,  Messrs.  Courtney  and  Wiley, 
to  do  the  work  of  the  building  at  filty  per  cent  deduc- 
tion from  oM  price,  the  Board  to  find  all  the  materials. 
Not  having  obtained  an  unincumbered  title  to  the  pro- 
perty proposed  to  be  purchased  of  Mr.  Bethell,  the  ne- 
cessity of  immediate  action  on  the  subject,  and  consid- 
ering the  situation  equally  advantageous,  the  Board 
agreed  to  take,  on  ground  rent,  of  H.  J.  Williams,  Esq. 
a  lot  on  the  south  side  of  the  Columbia  Rail  Road,  and 
near  the  britlge  now  being  constructed  over  the  river 
Schuylkill.  The  lot  is  two  hundred  feet  front  on  the 
Rail  Road  and  River,  and  nearly  three  hundred  feet  in 
depth.  The  Board  have  reserved  a  right  to  take  one 
hundred  feet  more  within  one  year,  at  the  same  ground 
rent  of  two  dollars  per  foot.  This  location  of  the  build- 
ings and  property  of  the  Company,  lias  been  named 
"Iceberg  Fluce." 

The  position  of  the  Ice-House  upon  this  lot,  will 


enable  the  Company  to  carry  into  execution  all  the  most 
approved  and  economical  plans  for  constructing  and 
charging  the  Ice-House. 

Placed  on  the  margin  of  the  river,  the  Ice  can  be  tak- 
en by  machinery  and  put  immediately  into  the  building; 
its  proximity  to  the  Kail  Road  will  afford  all  the  facilities 
of  the  use  of  that  most  efficient  mode  of  transporting 
the  Ice  to  the  city.  It  is  intended  that  the  Cornpany 
shall  aviiil  itself  of  all  these  adv  outages.  The  cars  to 
take  the  Ice  to  the  city,  may  be  loaded  in  the  Ice-House 
and  brought  into  the  city,  to  be  afterwards  put  upon 
wheels  and  serve  as  refrigerating  chests  of  Ice,  from 
which  deliveries  to  ttie  Stockholders  and  the  customers 
of  the  Company  will  be  made. 

The  Ice-House  will  be  two  hundred  feet  long,  fifty 
feet  wide,  and  twenty  five  feet  high,  divided  into  four 
equal  compartments  of  fifty  feet  each:  the  sides  of  the 
House  are  formed  by  plank,  spiked  on  the  interior  and 
exterior  surface,  to  the  framing,  leaving  interstices  or 
intervals  to  be  filled  up  with  the  most  approved  non- 
conductors of  heat.  T  he  joints  of  the  planking  will  be 
made  air  t  ght,  by  means  of  oakum  and  pitch;  the  roof 
of  the  building  has  an  interior  lining,  leaving  a  space  to 
be  filled  with  a  non-conductor.  The  framing  is  on  a 
foundation  of  stone,  and  the  bottom  of  the  Ice-House 
will  be  paved  with  bricks  laid  in  brick  clay,  presenting 
an  eliptical  surfiice  for  the  purpose  of  easy  drainage. 

Every  effort  for  an  economical  use  of  the  funds  of  the 
Company  has  been  made  by  the  Board;  the  materials 
h  ive  b  en  purchased  for  cash,  on  the  lowest  terms.  A 
competent  ag-ent,  Mr.  Courtney,  was  sent  to  Port  lie- 
posit,  with  funds  to  procure  the  plank  and  shingles:  and 
the  success  olthis  meri'ure  has  fully  answered  the  ex 
pectations  of  the  Board  of  Directors.  M  ithout  an  im- 
portant exception,  all  the  materials  for  building  are  upon 
the  ground. 

The  Board  have  great  satisfaction  in  assuring  the 
Stockholders  that  the  progress  of  the  work  is  such  as  to 
authorize  a  confident  belief  that  it  will  be  completed  in 
time  to  receive  Ice.  The  contractors  have  used  all  the 
fidelity,  diligence  and  speed  which  their  engagements, 
and  the  demands  of  the  Board  upon  them  made  neces- 
sary. By  the  beginning  of  January,  should  the  season 
admit  it.  Ice  may  be  sored  in  the  building.  The  con- 
tract with  Messrs.  Courtney  &  Wiley,  and  the  accounts 
with  othets  who  ha\  e  furnished  materials  and  work- 
manship for  the  Company,  are  laid  before  the  Stock- 
holders. 

It  became  necessary  soon  after  the  organization  of  the 
Board,  to  appoint  a  Superintendent.  1  he  duties  of  this 
station  comprehend  the  whole  business  of  the  Company, 
with  the  exception  of  its  office  arrangements  and  ac- 
counts. Integrity,  diligence,  and  a  pr;.ctical  acquaint- 
ance with  works  of  the  description  of  the  building  of 
the  Company,  with  hahits  of  directing  such  persons  as 
those  who  shall  be  employed  to  fill  the  Ice  House,  and 
distribute  the  Ice  to  the  S'ockholders  and  others,  are 
essent  al  requisites  in  the  ch;iractcr  and  conduct  of  such 
an  officer.  His  who'e  time  must  be  exclusively  and  un- 
interruptedly devoted  to  his  duties,  and  his  frequent 
intercourse  with  those  who  may  become  the  ctistomers 
of  the  Company,  when  Ice  is  distributed,  and  with 
others,  require  that  he  should  have  other  requisites  in 
addition  to  those  which  have  been  nanie<l.  During  the 
period  when  the  Ice  House  is  to  be  filled,  he  will  be 
called  upon  to  superintend  that  operation  both  day  and 
night.  Doling  the  season  of  its  distribution  and  sale, 
much  of  the  night  and  early  morning  must  be  employed 
in  loading  and  desp:itching  the  Ice  Cars  under  his  su- 
pervision; the  Board  deemed  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
dollars  a  proper  salary  for  this  office,  and  they  fixed  it 
at  that  rate.  Mr.  Kobert  B  ooke,  long  known  as  hav- 
ing filled  the  offices  of  County  and  City  Commissioner, 
and  other  stations  of  trust  with  integrity  and  general 
!  satisfaction,  has  been  appointed  the  Superintendent,  and 
having  given  the  required  security,  immediately  enter- 
1  ed  upon  the  duties  of  his  office.     His  conduct  since  his 
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appointment  has  fully  justified  the  confidence  of  the 
Board.  A  Report  from  him  on  the  proi^rcss  and  state 
of  the  work,  and  the  business  of  the  company,  is  sub- 
mitted with  this  report. 

The  sug-q-estions  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Metcalf,  before 
communic.itcd,  have  induced  the  board  to  direct  Mr. 
Brooke  to  proceed  to  Boston.  The  letter  of  instruc- 
tions under  which  he  :icts,  will  fully  exliibit  the  purpo- 
ses and  importance  of  his  mission.  A  copy  of  that  letter 
is  rt-spectf  .lly  submitted  as  part  of  this  report. 

It  will  be  seen  by  that  letter,  that  the  Board  contem- 
plate securin.ar,  at  all  events,  a  sufficient  quantity  of  Ice 
for  the  wants  of  the  Stockholders;  to  be  imported  from 
the  East  in  the  event  of  a  failure  of  season  here.  This 
measure  is  considered  oblig'atory,  and  unless  disapprov- 
ed by  the  Stockholders,  it  will  be  carried  into  execu- 
tion. 

The  necessity  of  a  building'  for  the  protection  and 
comfort  of  the  workmen  employed  by  the  Company, 
and  for  the  residence  of  some  one,  who  beingf  near  the 
Ice-House,  and  other  propertj^  of  the  (iompuny,  may 
have  charg'e  of  it,  have  induced  the  Board  to  cause  to 
be  erected,  an  accommodation  house,  ofsuitable  dimen- 
sions. It  is  nearly  completed,  and  is  constructed  of  the 
cheapest  materials,  in  a  cheap,  and  workmanlike  man- 
ner. It  will  not  exceed  in  cost,  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

By  an  insurance  on  all  the  buildings  ag'ainst  fire,  to 
the  extent  of  four  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars,  the  interests  of  the  Company  are  protected 
from  loss  by  such  a  disaster.  This  insurance  will  be 
increased  when  the  buildings  shall  be  completed. 

The  Board  cannot  with  accuracy  state  the  whole  cost 
of  the  buildincfs  of  which  they  have  authorized  the  con- 
struction, of  the  arrangement  fir  filling' the  Ice-Houses, 
and  of  the  cost  of  siib-^equent  delivery  of  the  Ice  tn  the 
Stockholders  and  others.  It  is  confidently  believed  that 
the  present  amount  of  capital  will  be  fully  sufficient  for 
all  these  purposes;  if  it  shall  be  found  otherwise,  addi- 
tional shares  may  be  disposed  of  The  Board  will  have  , 
no  difficulty  in  doing  this,  as  the  whole  six  hundred 
shares  have  been  subscribed  for,  and  constant  applic  i- 
tions  are  made  for  an  increase  of  the  number.  A  second 
instalment  of  ten  dollars  on  each  share  of  stock  was 
required  by  the  exigencies  of  the  Company;  many  of 
the  Stockliolders  have  paid  the  whole  amount  payable 
on  their  stock 

The  B  ard  were  directed  by  a  resolution  of  the  Stock- 
holders, to  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  an  Act  of  Incor- 
poration. Preparations  for  this  application  have  been 
made,  but  it  has  been  considered  advantageous  to  post- 
pone the  draft  of  the  law  which  should  accompany  the 
application,  until  after  the  present  meeting  of  the  Stock- 
holders. Important  alterations  in  the  Articles  of  Asso- 
ciation may  be  made  at  this  meeting,  which  may  require 
that  the  draft  shall  be  new  modelled. 

The  Board  lay  before  the  Stockholders  the  accounts 
of  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  and  the  Bank  Book 
containing  the  account  of  the  Company  with  the  Schuyl- 
kill Bank,  the  Minute  Book  and  Letter  Book.  All  other 
books  and  papers  of  the  Board,  aie  subject  to  the  orders 
of  the  Stockholders. 

All  wliic'i  is  respectfully  submitted. 
By  order  and  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

RICHAllD  PETERS,  President. 


Directors  nf  the  Company,  for  the  ensuing  year. 

■Richard  Peters,  F.lias  Durand, 

William  Meredith,  Christopher  Marshall, 

Lewis  Kriimbhaar,  .Tohii  Draper, 

John  Wilbank,  'I  homas  P.  Uoberts, 

WiiUam  Gravenstine,  Thomas  M'Clintoch, 

Alexander  Henry,  Jacob  G.  Morris, 


George    Y.    Browne,   Treasurer,    in    .account    with  tht 
Philadelphia  Ice  Company. 
183o.  DR. 

Dec.  12.  To  cash;  being  amount  received 
from  Stockholders  for  the  fir.st  and  second 
instalment,  and  in  full  for  sundry  shares 
of  Stock,  gll090  00 

"  Cash  returned  by  Jose])h  Courtney,  after 

hisjouiney  to  Port  Deposit.  '  5  00 


11095  00 


1833.  CR. 

Dec.  12.  By  cash;  expended  on  Property 
Account,  for  materials  used  in  building, 
laborers'  w^ges,  and  payment  to  the  con- 
tractors for  building  on  account,  for  horse, 
car,  &c.  J5483  06 

"Cash;  Superintendent's  Account;  advanc- 
ed to  him  for  the  p\irchase  of  tools,  feed 
for  horse,  jouru'  y  to  Boston,  &c.  218  65 

"Cash  expended  for  Current  Expenses;  be- 
ing amount  paid  for  fitting  up  office,  for 
books,  stationaiy,  printing,  fire  insurance, 
per  centage  paid  to  Messrs.  ti.  &  J.Gatchel, 
and  William  Bedlock,  for  collecting  sub- 
scriptions to  stock,  premium  to  E.  W. 
Metcalf,  Esq.  officers'  salaries,  &c.  53r  85 

"Cash;  Profit  and  Loss  on  two  five  dollar 

counterfeit  notes*  10  00 

"  Cash  on  hand,  as  exliiljited  by  Bank  book,      4795  44 


$11095  00 


GEO.  Y.  BROWNE,  Treasurer. 

Philadelphia,  Bee.  12,  1833. 
E.  E. 
The  Committee  of  Accounts,  appointed  at  the  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  Stockholders,  held  December  12,  1833, 
to  audit  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Company, 
Report,  They  have  examined  Treasurer's  Accounts, 
and  compared  them  with  the  vouchers,  and  find  them 
correct,  leaving  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  of  four  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-five  dollars,  and  forty- 
four  cents. 

ROBERT  GOVETT. 
JOHN  TOLBKRT, 
JOHN  W.  DICKSON. 
Decemher,  14,  1833. 

APPENDIX. 

No.  1. 
CAMnniDRE,  Mass.  October  14,  1833. 
Dear  Sir, 

A  friend  of  m"ne  in  Philadelphia,  has  sent  me  a  pa- 
per containing  your  advertisement,  relative  to  an  Ice- 
House,  knowing  that  t  have  had  some  experience  in 
securing,  preserving  and  vending  Ice.  Within  a  few- 
years,  many  important  improvements  have  been  made 
here  in  the  construction  of  buildings  for  securing  Ice, 
but  much  greater  in  the  man'er  in  which  the  Ice  is  col- 
lected and  deposited  in  the  buildings,  so  that  "he  ex- 
pense of  filling  an  Ice-House  is  lessened  within  the  last 
eight  or  ten  years,  more  than  sixty  per  cent. 

A  friend  of  mine  here,  who  has  had  a  good  deal  of 
experience  and  practical  knowledge  in  the  business, 
having  been  princiially  engaged  in  it  for  12  or  15 
ye.ars,  might  pr<  bibly,  be  of  more  service  to  your  me- 
chanics than  all  the  letters  and  plins  you  can  obtain 
from  any  direction  I  find  he  would  i'e  willing  to  spend 
a  short  time  in  Philadelphia,  provided  he  could  be  well 
paid  for  coming  on.  


♦One   of  these  notes  has  since  been  redeemed,  and 
will  appear  in  next  years'  account. 
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But  I  will  make  a  few  suggestions  of  my  own  upon 
the  subject  of  your  inquiry.  In  tlie  first  place,  1  sus- 
pect that  Moliere's  house,  cellar,  well,  or  whatever  it 
may  be  called,  if  I  have  had  a  correct  description  of  it, 
is  exactly  what  it  should  nut  be,  for  the  purpose.  Let 
your  Ice- House  be  wholly  uluve  gruund.  As  to  the  soil 
on  which  it  is  to  be  placed,  this  is  a  matter  of  not  the 
least  consequence. 

We  generally  dispose  of  Ice  here  either  by  the  ton, 
by  the  cord.  I  here  are  about  three  tons  to  the  cor 
and  a  coid  is  nearly  equal  to  one  hundred  bushels;  up- 
on this  calculation  therefore,  a  house  to  hold  two  hun- 
dred thousand  bushels,  miist  be  about  forty  feet  \v  de, 
twenty  feet  post,  and  three  hundred  and  twenty  feet 
long.  It  would  be  rather  less  expensive  to  have  it  all 
in  one  building,  but  if  so,  it  must  be  partitioned  into 
apartments  of  forty  or  fifty  feet. 

Probably  if  the  whole  were  divided  into  two  or 
three  buildings,  at  a  distance  from  each  other,  in  secur- 
ing so  large  a  quantity,  it  would  better  accommodate 
the  Ice,  as  you  would  not  have  occasion  to  remove  it  so 
far.  Let  your  sills,  posts,  arid  inside  covering  be  of 
hemlock,  if  it  can  be  procured,  as  this  is  much  less  lia- 
ble to  decay,  by  dampness,  tlian  pine.  -Jhere  need  be 
no  Hoor  at  all;  but  fill  upon  the  ground  a  foot  or  more 
with  tan,  or  about  your  underpining,  if  you  have  any 
so  as  to  be  sure  to  exclude  all  the  air,  and  to  pertriit 
the  waste  water  to  run  off,  for  the  grand  secret  of  pre- 
serving Ice  is,  keep  it  dry  and  from  the  mV—wind  is 
more  destructive  to  Ice  than  heat.  You"  must  then  fur 
out,  (and  this  had  better  be  dene  with  hemlock  phmk^ 
so  as  to  admit  of  an  outside  coverinsf  of  pine,  (as  hem- 
lock warps  badly  by  the  sun")  leaving  a  space  between 
the  coveruij^s  of  about  eighteen  inches.  This  space 
must  be  filled  in  solid  with  tan— tan  is  the  best  non-con- 
ductor. Y<m  must  have  your  f„ri  ings  within  two  or 
three  teet  of  each  other,  or  s  )  much  weight  of  tan  will 
burst  off  the  boards.  Your  partitions  must  also  be  dou- 
bled, say  ten  or  twelve  inches  apart,and  al-o  filled  solid 
with  tan.  Let  your  building  be  placed  upon  the  mar- 
gin of  the  river,  the  nearer  the  better,  and  then  by  the 
aid  of  some  simple  machinery,  you  may  hoist  into  your 
building,  at  each  of  your  doors,  (and  you  must  of  course 
have  as  many  doors  as  you  have  apartments)  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  to  two  hundred  tons  per  day,  at  eacli 
door,  provided  your  Ice  is  of  suitable  thickness.  Your 
door  ways,  both  in  rear  and  front  (for  you  will  put  the 
Ice  in  upon  one  side  and  take  it  out  upon  the  other) 
will  be  efi  open  from  top  to  bottom.  As  you  fill  up 
the  building,  you  will  fill  up  the  door-way  wi-h  short 
pieces  of  board,  tanned  in  the  same  manner  as  the  oth- 
er parts  of  the  building.  Upon  the  other  side,  where 
you  are  obliged  to  open  constantly  to  take  out  the  Ice, 
let  the  outside  covering  consist  of  several  doors  one 
above  the  otlar,  three  or  four  feet  long,  because  it  is 
necessary  at  all  times  to  keep  your  building  closed  as 
much  as  possible  In  putting  in  your  Ice,  let  it  be 
packed  asclose.and  as  nearly  solid  as  possible,  to  prevent 
the  circulation  of  air,  and  cover  the  whole  a  foot  or  two 
thick  with  meadow  hay;  whenever  it  begins  to  thiv/  at 
the  sides  of  the  building,  or  against  the  partitions,  ram 
m  meadow  hay;  m  his  way  a  great  deal  of  ice  may  be 
preserved,  which  otherwise  would  be  lost. 

But  the  machinery  for  hoisting  in  the  Ice,  I  do  not 
believe  I  could  so  describe  as  to  render  myself  intelli- 
gible. This  IS  the  result  „f  a  great  many  years'  investi 
gation  and  experience,  and  the  person  in  mv  employ 
and  to  whom  I  before  referred,  has  been,  in  a  con 'ider- 
able  degree,  the  inventor  of  it.  The  Ice  is  cut  up  into 
cakes  say  two  f^et  by  f,ur,  and  conveyed  twenty  thir- 
ty or  forty  rods,  by  canals  cut  for  the  purpose,  and 
hoisted  in  by  the  aid  of  simple  machinery,  by  horse 
power,andlhe  whole  process  performed  without  touch- 
ing a  cake  oflce  with  your  hands,  and  wholly  without 
the  aid  of  any  other  vehicle. 

The  building  I  have  attempted  to  describe,  and  the 


mode  of  securing  and  preserving  the  Ice  practised  by 
us,  is  undoubtedly  the  best  ever  invented;  it  is  the  plan 
and  mode  now  adopted,  after  much  investigation  and 
many  years  experience,  at  Fresh  Pond,  in  this  place, 
where  probably  more  Ice  is  secured  annually,  than  in 
all  other  parts  of  the  United  States  together.  The  ma- 
chinery, though  very  cheap  and  simple,  is  a  great  curi- 
osity; the  shape  or  plan  of  the  building,  except  so  far 
as  to  render  it  convenient,  is  of  no  consequence,  but 
the  manner  of  fitting  it  up  is  all-Important  in  preserving 
the  Ice  during  the  warm  season. 

Any  specific  qui  stlons  which  may  suggest  themselves 
to  you,  in  relatiijn  to  the  business,  I  shall  be  happy  .to 
answer. 

If  you  want  an  experienced  man,  perfectly  acquaint- 
ed with  the  business, to  csrry  it  on  forthe  Company, I  am 
not  sure  that  the  person  before  referred  to  might  not  be 
inclined  to  come  on.  I  am  not  authorized  to  say  that  he 
would,  but  he  has  for  some  months  past  been  talking  of 
the  very  thing  you  have  undertaken,  and  n  thing-  but  a 
want  of  fund's  has  prevented  his  being  in  Philadelphia, 
for  ti  e  purpose,  before  this  time. 

I  will  add,  that  I  furnished  M'lliere  with  several 
freights  of  Ice  during  the  last  season,  and  if  you  are  not 
likely  to  secure  a  supply,  probably  I  might  be  glad  to 
accommodate  you. 

With  respect  to  the  machinery  for  hoisting  the  Ice 
into  the  building,  which  I  have  not  attempted  to  de- 
scribe, my  opinion  is,  that  either  your  mechanic  had 
better  see  it  here,  or  some  person  well  acquainted  with 
it  had  better  come  tliere  and  explain  it. 
Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  W.  METCALF. 

Richaud  Petehs,  Esq. 

No.  2. 
Extract  from  a  Letter  to  one  of  the  Directors. 

"The  Ice-House  I  have  built,  is  about  sixteen  feet 
square,  and  eight  feet  high,  built  of  wood  and  above 
ground,  except  one  side;  on  this  the  ground  is  raised 
three  feet;  each  side  is  a  double  enclosing,  making  a 
space  between  the  out  and  inside  enclofsing  of  eighteen 
inches,  this  is  filled  with  dry  pine  sawdust;  the  first  co- 
vering of  the  roof  is  boards,  then  a  thick  covering  of 
straw,  and  finished  over  with  a  tight  board  roof;  a 
loose  phink  floor  is  laid,  that  the  water  may  drain  from 
the  Ice;  before  filling,  I  cover  the  bottom  twelve  or  fif- 
teen inches  deep  v/ith  diy  sawdust,  and  when  full,  be- 
fore the  cold  we.ather  moderates  much,  I  cover  over 
the  Ice  fifteen  or  twenty  inches  thick  with  the  dust, and 
should  the  dust  at  any  time  become  moisi,  I  then  re- 
move it  and  replace  it  with  dry  dust;  this  I  have  not 
found  necessary  to  do  but  once  in  the  summer.  By  this 
I  have  Ice  the  year  round. 

"The  building  Is  shaded  wit!)  trees. 

"  I  have  Ice  when  my  neighbours  who  have  Ice- 
Ilousesun  ler  ground,  have  none. 

"The  first  time  the  house  was  filled,  straw  was  plac- 
ed around  the  sides  and  bottom, but  the  Ice  was  all  gone 
by  the  9th  month.  Since  then  I  have  made  no  use  of 
straw,  and  have  found  no  difficulty  in  keeping  it. 

"I  am  not  prepared  to  say  what  per  cent  loss  is  made 
by  melting.  During  the  summer  and  fall  of  1832,  at 
the  time  the  Cholera  was  prevailing,  some  of  our  phy- 
sicians recommended  the  free  use  of  Ice.  At  this  time 
there  was  no  Ice-House  but  mine;  many  s^nt  for  it  both 
day  and  night,  and  in  order  that  none  should  want,  I 
eft  the  house  open  both  day  and  night,  free  -for  all. 
This  exposed  it  very  much;  a  g^reat  deal  was  taken,  and 
much  more  wasterl,  but  notwithstanding,  there  was  Ice 
in  the  house  till  it  made  again." 


Eastetitt  Pejtitenthiit  op  Pa.  — On  the  first  inst. 
there  were  153  men,  and  2  women,  confined  in  the 
Eastern  Penitentiary  of  Pennsylvania. 


1834.] 
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METEOROLOGICAL  REGI3TKR. 

Extract  from  the  Meleoruluaicnl  /{fgislcr,  taken  at  the 

State  Ciipltul — Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania, 

Bv  James  WRi'iiiT,   Librarian. 

AUGUST,  1833. 
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On  the  2d  in  the  evening,  thermometer  at  bj°,  tlie 
hig-hest. 

On  theoOlh  in  the  morning',  at  48',  the  lowest. — 
Ranije  34°. 

The  wind  has  been  11  days  east  of  the  meridian,  12 
days  west  of  it.  and  8  days  north. 

There  was  rain  on  the  4th  and  5th,  in  the  afternoon 
—heavy  rain  at  nij^ht  on  the  lltii  and  16th,  i  nd  rain 
and  hail  on  the  15lh. 

Mean  temperature  of  tliis  mon'.h  1°  colder  than  last 
August. 


SKETCH  OF  ANDREW  WALLACE. 

Sergeant  Wallace  was  b(irn  in  Inverness  city  and 
sliire,  Scotland,  on  the  51th  day  of  Marcii  1730,  old 
style;  he  arrived  in  America  on  the  14tli  of  June,  1752. 
About  the  1st  May,  1754,  i  entered  as  a  volunteer  at 
Chester,  and  was  appointed  orderly  Sergeant  in  a  com- 
panj-  comffTanded  by  Captain  John  llannum,  (this  was 
;iboiit  the  commencenient  of  what  was  termed  the 
French  war  )  The  company  before  referred  to  became 
a  purt  of  the  reg-im  nt  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Cliarles  Dark,  of  Virginia.  We  were  afterwards  march' 
ed  from  Chester  to  the  Gumtree  tavern,  in  Chester 
county,  and  from  thence  to  Carlisle,  where  we  were 
placed  under  the  command  of  Maj.  Samuel  Hughs. 
P'rom  tlie  last  mentioned  place  we  were  marched  to 
Fort  Chambers,  now  Chambersburg;  from  thence  to 
Fort  Louden,  to  join  tlie  troops  raised  and  to  be  com- 
manded by  General  Forbes,  whose  division  was  a  part 
of  the  army  commanded  by  General  liraddock,  in  the 
year  1755,  as  no  part  of  the  immediate  command  of  Ge- 
neral Forbes  was  in  that  engagement.  About  the  time 
of  the  revolutionary  war,  viz:  the  15th  day  of  April, 
1779, 1  enlisted  at  the  Turk's  Head, now  West  Chester, 
and  was  appointed  a  sergeant  in  Capt.  Churcii's  com- 
pany, in  the  4th  Pennsylvania  Kegiment,  commanded 
by  Col.  Antliony  \Aayne,  which  station  I  lield  to  the 
end  of  the  contest.  On  the  15th  of  April,  1777,  a  de- 
tachment under  Col.  Wayne  was  ordered  by  General 
St.  Clair  to  repair  to  the  Three  Rivers,  to  burn  and  de- 
stroy such  of  the  British  vessels  as  they  coidd.  In  en- 
deavoring to  effect  the  design  of  this  expedition,  we 
came  off  without  doing  much  damage  to  the  enemy, 
and  with  many  killed  and  wounded  on  our  side.  This 
was  the  first  battle  in  which  I  was  engaged.  'I  he  se- 
cond was  under  Col.  Wayne,  at  the  Iron  Hills;  and 
under  the  same  officer  I  fought  in  the  battle  of  Brandy- 
wine,  on  the  memorable  11th  September,  1777,  and 
bore  General  Lafayette  off  when  wounded.  On  the 
16lh  of  September  I  was  near  the  White  Horse,  where 
a  battle  was  sought  and  anticipated  by  both  armies;  but 
the  day  being  so  wet  they  withdrew  wiihout  coming  to 
action!  I  was  also  in  the  massacre  at  Paoli,  perpetrat- 
ed by  a  detachment  of  Br.tish  troops  under  the  com- 
mimd  of  M;ij  Gen.  Gray,  on  the  night  of  the  20th  Sep- 
tember, 1777,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  am  now  the 
only  survivor  of  all  who  were  actors  in  that  sanguinary 
and  melancholy  drama.  My  brother  fell  a  victim,  on 
that  occasion,  to  the  savage  ferocity  of  the  British 
troops,  and  myself  very  narrowly  escaped  destruction, 
by  taking  shelter  in  a  cluster  of  chestnut-oak  sprouts, 
where  I  remained  until  Monday, determined  to  wait  and 
ascertain  the  fate  of  my  brother.  One  of  those  sprouts 
still  remain^,  now  grown  to  a  tree  of  considerable  size, 
and  which  I  can  still  point  out  to  the  curious  and  in- 
quiring visitor.  I  was  at  the  bafle  of  Germantown,  on 
the  3Uth  Sepfember,  1777;  and  at  that  of  .Moiimouth, 
on  the  28th  of  June,  1778.  In  February,  1779,  Capt. 
Isaac  Sealy  and  myself,  with  18  men,  were  taken  priso- 
oners  at  Parannas,  in  Jersey.  At  this  place  M.ij.  Biles 
fell.  I  was  exchanged  in  Apj-il,  the  same  year,  return- 
ed to  the  American  army,  and  was  sergeant  ofthe  For- 
lorn Hope  at  the  storming  of  Stony  Point,  on  the  15th 
of  July,  1779.  The  Forlorn  Hope,  in  which  I  served, 
was  commiinded  by  Lieut.  Knox,  of  Capt.  Grant's  com- 
pany, belonging  to  the  9th  Kegiment  I  was  after- 
wards marched  to  South  Carolin.i;  was  at  the  battle  of 
the  Cowrens,  17th  January,  17«1;  and  at  that  of  Eti- 
taw;  and  also  at  Camden,  under  the  command  of  Colo- 
nel Stewart.  On  the  Stli  of  September,  1781,  I  was  at 
the  memorable  seige  of  Yorktown,  up  to  the  time  of 
the  capitulation  of  the  British  ariiiy. 

After  the  termination  of  the  revolution,  I  again  en- 
listed on  the  14lh  of  February,  1785,  at  New  Bruns- 
wick, N.  .lersey,  in  a  company  commanded  by  Capt. 
Derry  Lane,  afterwards  a  comcomitant  part  of  the  Ke- 
giment commanded  by   Cnl.  Josiah  Harmer,  ofthe  ar- 
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TRADE  OF  CLEAVELAND. 


[Jajtoaut 


my  destined  to  chastise  the  Mohawk  and  other  Indians  !  lars,  I  am  not  certain  they  would  be  heard  with  inter- 
on  the  frontiers,  or  to  form  a  treaty  witli  them,  as  cir-  '  est.for  I  only  must  tell  them  to  those  wlio  know  them  by 
cumstances  might  dictate.  A  treaty  was  according-  history  nr  tradition.  I  must  seem  to  the  present  gene- 
ly  concluded  with  tliem  by  Gen."  Gensevoort,  the  ralion  like  the  chronicler  of  another  world — surely  of 
agent  appointed  by  the  government  for  that  purpose.  !  other  times.  My  companions  in  arms  have  mostly  sunk 
We  had  no  fighting  and  1  was  discharged  at  the  end  of  to  the  tomb.  There  are  few,  it  any  now  on  the  t'lice  of 
nine  months,  with  pay  for  twelve  months,  by  general  the  earth,  who.from  their  own  knowledge  of  the  events 
orders.  In  March  I  again  entered  the  service  under  I  have  related,  can  fully  sympathize  with  me  in  their 
the  command  of  (Jupt.  ,!ohn  Mercer,  in  the  Regiment  ;  recital.  I  am  going  the  way  of  all  flesh,  and  will  short- 
still  commanded  by  Col.  Harmar;  and  from  that  time  I  ly  be  incorporated  wth  my  mitlier  eirth,  on  the  sur- 
continued  in  the  army  for  three  years,  lyinff  at  different  :  fitce  of  which  I  am  scarce  able  to  cr^wl.    Witiiin  a  short 


stations  on  tlie  western  wateis,  viz:  Fort  Pitt,  P'ort 
Steuben,  Fort  Finney,  (so  called  in  honor  of  the  late 
Juilge,  then   Brevet  .Major  Finny,)  Falls  of  Ohio,    St. 


time  I  have  received  a  little  of  the  bounty  of  that  Go- 
verinient  and  country  whose  independence  I  aided  to 
establish  and  defend.  That  bounty  :iftords  me  aboit  26 
Vincent,  since  called  Fot  Kr.ox.  From  there  I  was  cents  per  day,  a  pittance  too  small  to  support  myself 
ordered  home,  and  acted  as  a  recruiting'  Sergeant,  in  '  and  aged  wife  and  two  children.  I  am  old  and  decayed; 
New  York, N.Brunswick  and  Philadelphia, where  I  was  !  as  the  shattered  rak  of  the  forest  trembling  at  every 
successful  in  raising  men.  In  April,  1779,  was  trans- 
ferred to  a  company  commanded  by  Capt.  William 
Kersey,  same  Regiment  and  same  Col.  as  before,  and 
continued  18  months  under  that  command;  soldier's 
pay  at  this  time  reduced  from  8  to  five  dollars  per 
month  for  sergeant,  and  for  privates  but  §2  50  per 
month.  In  the  year  1791,  I  again  enlisted  with  Capt 
Thomas  Doyle,  of  the  sam.e  regiment  before  referred 
to,  and  then  composing  a  part  of  the  army  afterwards 
commanded  by  Gen.  Arthur  St.  Clair,  destined  to  chas- 
tise the  different  tribes  of  Indians  then  devastating  the 
frontier  settlements,  and  murdering  our  border  citizens. 
Col.  Harmar  had  resigned,  and  the  regiment  was  plac- 
ed under  the  command  of  Col.  Hambrack.  We  were 
marched  to  the  frontiers.     I  was  in  the  battle  deaoml- 


blast,  poor  and  in  need,  not  only  of  the  comforts,  but 
also  unable  to  procure  th^  necess.aries  of  life  without 
the  aid  of  charity.  It  is  confidently  expected  that  this 
appeal  of  the  old  soldier  will  find  a  favourable  response 
in  ever}'^  generous  American  bosom,  and  every  patriot 
and  philanthropist  will  be  free  in  giving,  that  he  may 
render  the  declining  years  of  the  old  revolutioner  pros- 
perous and  happy.  Stranger!  Patriot  I  pass  not  by, 
unheeded,  a  brave  defender  of  your  country's  lib- 
erty. 


rmy 


Washington,  April  8,  1833. 
Mr.   Andrew  Wallace,  the  subject  of  the  foregoing 
Wis  com-  I  narrative,  declared  in  my  presence,  that  it  is  in  his  own 


the 


hand  writing. 


II.  R.  TAYLOR. 


nated  St.  Clair's  defeat,  in  which 
pletely  defeated,  routed,  and  severely  beaten, 
4th  of  November,  1791.  I  was  woiinled  by  a  ball  in 
my  right  arm,  which  I  have  never  since  been  able  to 
straighten,  on  that  unfortun.ate  occasion.  The  army  re- 
treated in  confusion  from  the  battle  ijround  to  Fort  Jt-f- 
ferson,  then  to  Fort  St.  Clair,  to  Fort  Hamilton,  and 
thence  to  Fort  Washington, where  the  citv  ol  Cincinnati,  j  ,  ,•  i         , 

in  Ohio,  now  s'ands,  and  there  entered  into  winter  I  Thatie  of  CLEAVEiiND.—VVe  publish, to  day,  a  table, 
quarters.  In  the  spring,  orders,  were  issued  for  re-  [  furnishetlby  the  Collector  of  this  port,  of  its  tr.ade.dur- 
pairing  the  different  garrisons,  anrl  the  forces  of  the  '"g  eight  years,  from  1825  to  1833.  The  enormous  in- 
different stations  were  concentrated  .at  Fort  Washing,  d'^ase  both  of  the  exports  and  imports,  must  satisfy 
ton,  and  the  army  placed  under  the  command  of  Gen.  !  every  person  that  the  trade  of  the  country,  along  the 
Anthony  Wayne.  i  Ohio  canal,  is  already   an  object  worthy  of  the  most 

I  wasat  the  fin.al  bat'le  of  the  Indians,  which  wasun-  '  strenuous    exertions   of    this  state.      But  the   p 
derthe  command  of  Wayne,   at  Rnsse    Debouch,     it    amoujit  of  this  business,  great 


nt 


1  but  a  trifle;  an 
was  fought  on  the  20th  of"'August,i79'4,  just"above  th"e  '  insignificant  movsel,wh.  n  compared  to  what  it  will  be 
British  garrison,  then  called  Foit  Miami.  I  escaped  its  j  twenty,  ten,  or  even  five  years  from  this  time.  The 
dangers  unhurt.  We  remained  on  the  battle  ground  j  country  along  that  can  d  is  but  lately  and  sparsely  set- 
two  nights;  marched  back  to  Fort  Defiance,  thence  to  |  ^'ed,  and  must,  and  will  continue,  for  some  years,  to 
Fort  Wayne,  and  to  Greenville,  where  the  ar.Tiy  went  I  increase  with  great  rapuhty;  and  the  supply  of  dome.s- 
into  winter  quarters.  I  afttrwads  served  5  years  in  !  tic  productions,  as  well  as  the  demand  for  foreign  pro- 
the  3d  United  States'  Su!)-Legi  .n,  nrnV-v  Capt  Zebulon  ,'  t^uctlon,  must  continue  to  grow  with  the  growth  of  the 
Montgomery  Pike,  the  father  of  the  late  lamented  Zeb-  j  population. 

ulon  Montgomery  Pike.  The  sub-legion  was  dissolved  Again — the  country  along  the  Ohio  Canal,  extensive 
and  its  remaining  complement  of  men  were  distributed  I  as  it  undoubtedly  is,  is  still  but  an  inconsiderable  por- 
to  the  1st  and  2d  Regiments.  I  fell  to  the  2d,  and  was  1  tlon,  when  compared  with  the  immense  region  which 
commanded  by  Capt.  \\m    P.  Schuyler,  of  New  York:    is  drained  by  the  rivers  which  discharge  themselves  into 


continued  8  months  in  Capt.  Schuyler's  company,  same 
Regiment,  and  m.irched  to  N.  Orleans  in  1812,  and  then 
became  part  of  the  Regiment  commanded  by  Col.  Tho- 
mas  Cushing.     In  1813,  I  was  dis.  hargcd  by  order  of 


Lake  Erie.  Look,  in  the  first  place,  at  the  Sandusky 
and  Mad  River  Rail  Road,  which,  when  completed, 
must  direct  to  the  Lake  the  products  of  the  immense 
country  through  which  it   passes.     Then    behold   the 


Gen.  Wade  Hampton,   on  account  of  disability,  having    Maumee   and   Wabash  Canal,  which  Is  already  In    the 
received  a   paralytic    stroke    which    affects   both    my  "  ''  '-•-'-  ^  i  ■^— 

hands,  and  under  the  influonce   of  which  I  still  remain 


at  this  time.  I  vi^as  about  84  years  of  age,  and  now  re- 
side in  Upper  Oxford  township,  Chester  county,  and 
am  now  one  hundred  and  three  years  old.  I  have  serv- 
ed America  in  her  different  wars,  in  a  military  capacity, 
more  than  29  years,  during  which  time  I  was  always  a 
sergeant,  and  mostly  an  oiderly  sergeant.  There  are 
many  encounters  I  have  had,  many  skirmishes  in  which 
I  have  been  engaged,  and  many  dangers  through  which 
I  have  passed,  which  my  memory  doss  not  serve  me 
to  relate,  and  cauld  I  give  them,  with  all  their  particu- 


course  of  execution,    which   passes  througli  a  country 
quailing  in  extent, and  surpassingin  fertility, that  alo 


the  Ohio  Canal,  and  which  will  pour  upon  the  bosom 
of  Lake  Erie  the  eniire  productions  of  that  immense 
and  fertile  region.  Look,  finally,  at  the  thriving  and 
rapidly  increasing  territory  of  M'chigan,  whose  only 
avenue  to  a  market  Is  through  Lake  Erie.  I'ake  all 
these  into  view,  wlih  their  certain  increase  in  a  few 
yeiu's,  and  we  may  have  some  adequate  conception  of 
the  immense  tr.ade  which  will  decidedly  prefer  the  route 
to  a  market  through  the  cross  cut  and  Pennsylvania 
Canal. 
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10^18 13'  °^  Cuyahoga,  port  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  Dec. 

I  certify  that  the  above  statements  are  correct,  ac- 
cording  to  the  manifests,  and  the  estimates  thereof  on 
hie  in  tliis  office. 

(Signed)  SAM'L  STAUKWE  ATIIER, 

,,,„_.  (^o/iec/iir  of  Customs. 

Memoranda.— In  1827,  the  canal  was  first  naviL-ated 
by  bo  its.  " 

18:8— Can.d  in  operation  to  Massillon. 

1829  -Canal  opened  this  year  to  Uovcr,  96  miles 
from  Cleveland. 

1830— Canal  opened  th's  year  to  Coshocton. 

1831— Canal  in  operation  to  Chiilicothe. 

1832 — Canal  completed  to  the  Ohio  river  tliis 


I  year. 


LIGHTING   THE   CUT   BY   TOWERS. 

The  subscribers  having  been  repeatedly  solicited  to 
publish  in  the  papers,  the  estimated  annual  expense  of 
hghting  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  the  adjoining  dis- 
tricts,  vvith  tar  and  anthracite  coal— respectfully  sub- 
mit to  the  public  the  following  brief  outline  of  their 
plan,  and  the  estimated  aniuial  expense  of  lighting  said 
city  and  incorporated  districts. 

The  plan  we  propose  is,  to  have  a  large  light  at  the 
top  of  one  or  more  tower  or  towers,  to  be  erected  for 
that  purpose,  at  such  place  or  places  as  will  cause  the 
ight  to  sh.ne  over  the  district  which  it  is  intended  to 
S'X  !■  °l^^  ?"^  ""''"  '^  "='"'•  't  should  be  at  least 
oUO  feet  in  he,ght-and  if  two  or  more  are  used,  to  be 
of  such  height  as  will  comport  with  the  distance  to  which 
It  IS  intended  that  the  light  shall  extend— the  light  to  be 
obtained  by  burning  tar,  pitch  and  rosiu,  over  a  hot  fire 
ot  anthracite  coal. 

The  fixtures  for  burning  the  tar  and  coal,  should  be 
of  such  dimensions  as  will  be  requisite  to  attain  the  de- 
sired light— and  may  be  constructed  in  the  following 
manner.  " 


an  upright 


On  tiie  top  of  the  tower,  there  should  be 
hollow  cyhn.ler,  (constructed  of  fire-proof  materials.) 
the  largest  at  the  upper  en:l.  On  a  large  tower,  this 
cylinder  should  be  from  three  to  five  feet  diameter  at 
the  bottom,  or  lower  end-from  six  to  twelve  or  fifteen 
K-et  at  the  upper  end— and  from  ten  to  twenty  feet  in 
height.  Around  the  lower  end  of  said  cvlinder  there 
should  be  a  furnace  for  coal;  and  within  tiie  upper  part 
thereof,  a  reservoir  for  tar,  with  small  tubes  or  pipes 
leading  m  all  directions  from  said  reservoir  to  conduct 
the  tar  out  through  the  sides  of  the  cylinder  to  the  out- 
cr  surf.ce  thereof,  where  it  will  he  ignited,  and  will 
burn  as  it  runs  down  on  the  s.nface  of  said  cvlinder  to- 
ward the  burning  coal  in  the  furnace-the  heat  from  the 
coa  mcreasng  the  flame-ass  sting  in  the  consumption 
of  the  smoke-and  rendering  the  light  more  brilliant. 

Ihe  1  ght  must  be  surrounded  bv,  or  enclosed  in  a 
lantrrn  or  glass  case  lodefe.ul  it  from  the  wind,  and  to 
increase  and  regulate  the  draught  of  air  through  the 
hre.  And  it  must  also  be  provided  with  suitable  re- 
Hectors  so  arranged,  as  to  thro«-  the  light  which  would 
otherwise  ascend,  m  such  direction  as  it  may  be  requir- 
ed   and  also  to  prevent  .00  great  light  near  the  tower. 

If  the  plan  o  burning  tar  and  coal  should  not  be  ap- 
proved of,  we  then  propose  the  substitution  of  such  fix- 
tures  as  would  be  requisite— and  the  burnini-  of  oil.  or 
spirits  of  turpentine;  or  oil  and  spirits  of  turpentine  or 
gas,  m  one  large  connected  light,  at  the  elevution  be- 
fore mentioned. 

On  either  of  the  foregoing  plans,  we  believe  that  a 
light  nearly  equal  to  that  producc.l  bv  a  full  moon, 
might  be  extended  over  the  city  and  the  adjoining  dis- 
t-icts,  at  an  expense  bcluw  that  now  incurred  for  liirht- 
ingthe  same.  And  on  the  plan  proposed  with  tar  and 
co.al,  the  annual  expense  of  liijhiing  would  be  but  a  mere 
trifle,  when  compared  with  the  cost  of  the  present 
plan.  ' 

\ye  iKive  estimated  the  cost  for  the  city  and  the  aj- 
joining  districis,  as  follows — 
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For  erecting  a  good  permanent  tower  300  feet  hi.^h, 
with  the  necessary  fixtures  fur  the  li.a;ht,  S22,000, — but 
that  we  may  nut  underrate  it,  we  will  say  S  )0,0OU, — tlie 
interest  of  which  at  5  per  cent,  would  be  $1,500.  We 
have  allowed  eiyht  barrels  of  tar  for  each  nig'ht,  (proba- 
bly three  more  than  would  be  vised, 1  which,  at  two 
dollars  per  barrel,  would  be  §16  per  night.  There  are 
about  250  nights  in  each  year  in  which  a  light  is  requir- 
ed— the  tar  would  therefore  cost  $4,000  per  annum. 
Coal  we  estimate  at  from  fifteen  to  twenty  tons  per 
annum,  for  which  we  will  say  SlOO.  The  light  will  re- 
quire the  constant  attention  of  one  or  two  individuals, 
and  in  our  calculation  we  say  lour  men  at  a  salary  of 
J300  each — making  ^1200  per  annum.  Ihe  annual 
expense,  agreeably  to  tliis  esti'iiate  is — 
Interest  on  the  cost  of  the  tower,  -  gl,500 

Cost  of  tar,  ....  4,000 

Coal.  -  -  -  -  -         100 

Wages  of  four  attendants,  -  -  l,2u0 

To  which  we  will  add  for  repairs  and  inci- 
dental expenses,  -  -  -         200 


Making  the  total  annual  cost 


4f.7,000 


The  present  cost  of  liKhtingthe  city,  embrac- 
ing every  item,  as  in  the  above  estimate  of 
expenses,  is  not  less  than  g40, 000  per  an- 
num, and  the  adjoinini^-  districts  cost  as 
much  as  the  city — making  for  the  city  and 
adjoining  districts,  the  annual  sum  of,  ^80,000 

Which  shiiws  that  there  would  be  an  annual 

saving,  by  adopting  the  propos(id  plan,  of      S73,0C0 

But  this  is  not  the  only  advantage  of  the  proposed 
plan — for,  as  the  light  would  be  diffused  generally 
throughout  the  atmosphere,  the  yards,  alleys  and  houses 
would  also  be  lighted  from  the  same  source.  It  is  bi;- 
lieved  that  the  light  would  shine  into  the  houses  to  the 
distance  of  from  half  lo  three  quarters  of  a  mile  (roni  the 
tower — (that  is,  over  an  area  of  from  one  mile  to  a  mile 
and  an  half  in  diameter,)  s  ifficient  for  almost  any  pur- 
pose for  which  light  is  required;  which  would  cause  a 
saving  to  individuals  in  the  item  of  oil  and  candles  of  at 
least  $100,000  per  annum. 

It  would  also  be  a  very  great  convenience  in  case  of 
fire,  sickness,  or  other  cause  which  might  make  it  ne- 
cessary for  any  person  to  leave  his  or  her  bed  in  the 
night,  as  the  houses  v\  ould  be  so  lighted  as  to  render 
lamps  and  candles  useless — and  the  advantage  of  hav- 
ing yards  and  alleys  lighted,  would  be  a  matter  of  no 
trifling  irrportance.  The  streets  would  also  not  only 
be  llgi.ted  to  a  much  greater  extent,  but  they  would  be 
much  better  lighted — fur,  on  the  present  plan,  a  person 
walking  in  the  evening,  is  alternately  changing  fi-nm  a' 
glare  of  light  which  is  injurious  to  the  eyes,  to  almost 
total  darkness.  Whereas,  on  the  proposed  plan,  there 
would  be  an  even,  regular  light  throughout  tlie  city 
and  districts.  No  dark  places,  in  which  a  person  walk- 
ing would  fall  over  cuib  stones,  or  into  gutters — and 
there  would  be  no  dark  corneis,  or  hiding  places,  in 
which  thieves  or  midnight  robbers  might  secrete  them- 
selves, to  evade  the  watchman. 

A  large  light  elevated  as  before  mentioned,  would 
also  be  of  very  great  advantage  to  people  coming  into 
town  in  the  night,  either  by  land  or  by  water — for,  when 
moving  toward  the  light,  an  object  which  might  impede 
the  progress  would  be  seen  at  a  very  great  distance. 

But  we  will  not  go  further  into  a  detail  of  the  suppos- 
ed advantages — for,  if  the  fact  tliat  it  will  s  ive  to  the 
public  and  to  individuals,  §5173,000  per  annum — and 
that  it  will  produce  a  light  which  will  extend  throughout 
all  the  streets,  courts,  alleys  and  yards  in  the  city  and 
adjoining  districts  equal  to  that  produced  by'  a  full 
moon,  is  not  a  sufficient  inducement  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  public  to  it, — we  know  of  nothing  that  we 
can  oiTer  which  will  have  that  effect.  That  the  plan  we 
propose  would,  (if  properly  carried  iato   effect,)  pro- 


duce all  the  advantages  we  have  particularized,  we  have 
not  the  least  doubt.  And  when  we  say  this,  we  do  not 
express  our  own  sentiments  only — for,  notwithstanding 
the  estimates  were  made  by  us,  they  have  been  exhibit- 
ed to  individiials  of  good  judgment,  on  whose  opinions 
we  can  rely — who  coincide  with  us  throughout,  in  the 
estimate  of  expenses,  and  supposed  advantages  to  be 
derived  from  the  plan  if  adopted. 

D.B.  LEE, 
W.  BEACH. 
December  30th,  1833. 

On  page  336,  Vol.  XI — we  published  a  suggestion  of 
the  use  of  towers  for  the  purpose  of  lighting,  by  Jacob 
Smith,  in  1830. 


REFORM  CONVENTION. 

The  Convention  assembled  at  the  Court  House  in 
Harrisburg,  January  8,  1834,  at  1 1  A.  M  and  adjourn- 
ed to  meet  again  on  to-morrow  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Met  according  to  adjournment, Jan.  9th, at  3  o'clock, 
P.  M. 

The  following  are  the  Officers  and  Delegates  from 
the  several  Counties. 

GF.ORGE  Kl.'EMF.R,  President. 

Mahlon  Outlip,  Jacob  Mecki.ing,  Vice  Presidents. 

Henry  K.  Strong.  Jisa  Dimoch,  Secretaries. 

Allegheny— Samuel  A   Koberts. 

Armstrong — .fames  F.  M"Cague,  Geo.  W.  Smith. 

Beaver — Abncr  I.acock,  John  Clarke. 

Builer — Samuel  Kerr,  Kvans  R.  Evans,  Jacob  Mech- 
ling,  Samuel  .\.  Purviance,  Samuel  A.  Gilmore. 

Dauphin  Henry  K.  Strong,  Benjamin  Evans,  John 
Cameron,  Jacob  Hoffman. 

Centre — Henry  Petrikin,  Henry  Barnhart. 

Clearfield — Alexandei'  Irwin,  James  Allport. 

Lancaster — James  Meludfey,  Jacob  Grosh. 

Ltizerne — Luther  Kidder,  Albert  G.  Brodhead,  Zi- 
ba  Bcnnet,  Ovid  F.  Johnson. 

Mercer— Thomas  S.  Cunnin>:hr.m. 

Union — George  Kremer,  William  S.  Rankin, 

Wayne— Nathaniel  W^oodword. 

Philadelphia  County— Thomas  Earl,  Thomas  G.  Big- 
nell,  Benjamin  Housekeeper,  Mahlon  Ortlip.John  Wat- 
kins,  E.  H.  Honsall. 

Lycoming — Robert  Fleming. 

Susquehanna — Almon  H.  Reed,  A.  Dimock. 

Tioga— William  Will.rd,  Jr. 

Northumberland — Lewis  Dewart. 

Washington — C.  A.  Alexander. 

Huntingdon — James  Clarke,  Thomas  T.  Cromwell. 

Mr.  Earle  of  Philadelphia  county,  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolutions: 

1.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appninted  to  draft 
a  memorial  in  behalf  of  this  Convention,  praying  the 
Legislature  for  the  passage  of^a  law  providing  for  the 
election  of  delegates  during  the  present  year,  to  com- 
pose a  Convention  for  the  purpose  of  submitting  an 
amended  Constitution  to  the  citizens  of  this  Common- 
wealth for  their  adoption  or  rejection;  and  in  case  the 
Legislature  shall  think,  a  previous  vote  of  the  people 
necessury,  then  that  a  law  be  enacted  providing  for  a 
special  election  to  be  held  in  the  spring  of  the  present 
year,  for  the  piu-pose  of  t  iking  a  vote  of  the  people  on 
the  question  o^  Convention  or  no  Convention. 

2.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  re- 
port what  am.cndments  of  the  Constitution  ought  to  be 

I  agret  d  on  by  this  Convention,  to  be  presented  to  the 
I  people,  as  the  primary  and  essential  features  of  the 
!  proposed  reform. 

i  3.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  re- 
I  port  what  measures  will  be  proper  to  be  taken  by  the 
I  friends  of  reform  throughout  the  State,  in  case  of  fai- 
I  lure  to  effect  their  objects  during  the  present  year,  and 
I  whether  it  would  be  proper  to  connect  the  question. 
I  with  the  general  elections  of  this  Commonwealth. 


1831.] 


REFORM  CONVENTION. 


57 


4.  Resolved,  That  .a  comipittee  be  appointed  to  draft 
an  address  to  the  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  set- 
ting forth  the  views  of  this  convention  on  the  subject 
of  the  amendment  of  the  constitution. 

Mr.  Evans  of  Butler,  offered  the  following- resolution 
as  a  substitute: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  draft  a 
memorial  to  the  Legislature  praying  for  the  passage  of 
a  law  directing  an  election  to  be  held  on  the  2d  Friday 
of  May  next,  to  take  a  vote  of  the  citizens  of  the  Com- 
monwealth on  the  subject  of  a  convention  or  no  con- 
ventisii;  and  if  the  Legislature  shall  refuse  to  pass  such 
a  bill,  then  to  draw  up  an  address  to  the  citizens  of  the 
State;  urging  on  them  the  importance  of  electing  mem- 
bers to  the  next  Legislature  who  are  in  favour  of  re- 
form, and  wlio  will  pass  a  bill  to  enable  us  to  ascertain 
the  wishes  of  the  State  on  this  question. 

After  some  discussion,  in  which  Messrs.  Lacock  and 
Earle  supported  the  resolution,  and  Mr.  Evans  oppos- 
ed it  and  supported  the  substitute, 

Mr.  Head  of  Susquehanna,  moved  that  the  resolutions, 
together  with  the  substitute,  be  referred  to  a  special 
committee — which  motion  was  agreed  to — and  Messrs. 
Earle,  Kead,  Lacock,  Evans  of  Butler,  Kidder,  Clarke 
of  Huntingdon,  and  Roberts,  were  appointed. 

Adjourned  to  7  o'clock  this  evening. 

7  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Mr.  Eirle,  from  the  committee  to  wliom  tlie  subject 
was  referred  reported  a  number  of  resolutions,  upon 
which  the  convention  resolved  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole,  Mr.  Fetrikin  in  the  chair,  for  the  purpose 
of  amendment. 

Mr.  Kremer  of  Union,  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment 

Kesolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  draft  a 
memorial  to  the  Legislature,  praying  for  the  passage 
of  a  law  authorizing  the  election  of  delegates  and  the 
holding  of  a  convention  for  the  alteration  of  the  consti- 
xon,  to  be  submitted  to  the  people  lor  adoption  or  re- 
jection. 

Messrs.  Kremer,  AUport,  and  Kidder,  supported  the 
amendment,  and  Messrs.  Evans  of  Butler,  and  Fleming, 
opposed  it. 

Mr.  Gilmore,  offered  the  following  as  a  substitute, 
which  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Gilmore,  and  Purvi- 
ancp,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Earle,  and  Evans 

Resolved,  Chat  a  committee  be  appointed  to  draft  a 
memorial  to  the  Legislature,  praying  them  to  pass  a 
law  to  afford  the  people  an  opportunity  of  voting  at 
the  next  general  election  for  or  again.st  a  convention  to 
alter  the  constitution. 

The  substitute  was  negatived,  and  the  amendment 
passed. 

'I'he  committee  then  rose,  and  the  chairman  report- 
ed the  resolutions  as  amended  to  the  convention. 

Mr.  Petrikin,  moved  that  the  second  resoluti  m  be 
amended  by  striking  out  the  words  '^Fourth  of  Juli/," 
and  inserting  "■Second  Tueedny  in  October,"  wiiich  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  resolutions  were  severally  adopted. 

The  following  are  the  resolutions  as  amended  and 
adopted. 

L  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  draft 
a  memorial  to  the  Legislature,  praying  for  the  passage 
of  a  law  authorising  the  election  of  delegates  and  hold- 
ing of  a  convention  for  an  alteration  of  the  constitution, 
to  be  submitted  to  the  people  for  adoption  or  rejec- 
tion. 

That  a  vote  of  the  people  be  taken  on  the  second  Tues- 
day of  October.and  that  voters  be  authorised  to  inscribe 
on  their  ballots  whether  the  convention  submit  its  pro- 
ceedings to  the  people;  and  that  an  early  day  be  fixed 
for  the  assembling  of  the  delegates  in  case  a  majority  of 
affirmative  votes  be  given. 

In  pursuance  of  which  Messrs.  Earle,  Lacork,  Kid- 
der, VVatkins,  and  Allport  were  appointed  said  com- 
mittee. 

Vot.  XITT.  8 


2.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  re- 
port what  amendments  of  the  Constitution  ought  to  be 
agreed  on  by  this  convention,  to  be  presented  to  the 
people,  as  the  primary  and  essential  features  of  the  pro- 
posed reform. 

In  pursuance  of  which  Messrs.  Roberts,  M'Cague, 
Woodward,  PiU'viance  and  Housekeeper  were  appoint- 
ed said  committee. 

3.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  re- 
port what  measures  will  be  proper  to  be  taken  by  the 
friends  of  reform  throughout  the  State, in  case  of  failure 
to  effect  their  object  dui-ing  the  present  year. 

In  pursuance  of  which  Messrs.  Williard,  Kerr,  Big- 
nell,  Fleming,  and  Clarke  of  Huntingdon,  were  ap- 
pointed said  committee. 

4.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  draft 
an  address  to  the  citizens  of  this  Comnionwealth. setting 
forth  the  views  of  this  convention  on  the  subject  of  the 
amendment  of  the  constitution. 

In  pursuance  of  which  Messrs.  Allpor',  Gilmore, 
Cameron,  Woodward  and  Read  were  appointed  said 
committee. 

Mr.  Allport  submitted  the  following,  which  was  con 
sidered  andatlopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives be  respectfully  requested  by  this  convention  to 
bring  the  siiljject  of  reform  to  an  immediate  decision, 
on  the  evidence  of  public  sentiment  now  before  those 
honorable  bodies. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M.  to  morrow. 

3  o'clock,  P.  M.  Jan.  10. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Earle,  from  the  committee  appointed  for  that 
purpose,  reported  a  memorial  to  be  presented  to  the 
legislature,  on  the  subject  of  a  reform  of  the  constitu- 
tion—which was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Purviau'-e,  from  a  majority  of  the  committee  for 
the  purpose  of  suggesting  amendments  to  the  constitu- 
tion,  made  a  report,  going  into  a  detail  of  proposed  al- 
terations. 

Mr.  M'Cague,  from  a  minority  of  the  same  commit- 
tee, made  a  report,  specifying  only  general  principles, 
which  he  moved  as  a  substitute  for  the  report  of  the 
majority. 

Before  any  question  was  taken  on  the  above  reports, 
the  convention  adjourned,  to  meet  at  7  o'clock  in  the 
eveninjr. 


Y  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  convention  met  according  to  adjournment,  and 
resumed  tlie  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  minoiity 
of  the  committee  to  suggest  amendments  to  the  consti- 
tution, which  had  been  offered  as  a  substitute  to  the  re- 
port of  the  majority. 

On  motion  of  Mr-  Earle,  the  substitute  was  amended 
by  adding  a  clause  reducing  the  time  of  the  eligibility 
of  the  Governor. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Petrikin,  the  words  "  without  a 
tax  qu.ilification,"  were  stricken  out,  and  the  report 
having  been  amended  as  follows,  was  adopted: 

Mr.  M'Cague,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  re- 
port what  amendments  ought  to  be  agreed  upon  by 
this  convention  to  be  presented  to  the  people  as  the 
primary  features  of  the  proposed  reform, would  respect- 
fully submit  the  following  report ; 

The  amendments  to  the  constitution  to  provide 
for — 

1st.   The  abolition  of  all  offices  for  life. 
2d.    The  meeting  of  the  Legislature  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  January. 
3d.   Members  of  the  Senate  to  be  elected  for  two  or 

three  years  only. 
4th.  The  enjoyment  and  security  of  the  right  of  univer- 
sal  sutfragc. 
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5tli.  The  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  Judges  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  to  be  appointed  by 
the  Governor,  and  the  appointment  to  be  sanc- 
tioned by  the   Senate;  or,  to  be  elected  by  joint 
ballot  ofbotn  houses — in  either  case  for  a  term 
of  five  or  seven  years. 
6th.  Associate  Judges,  Jusnces  of  the  Peace,  Prothon- 
otaries,    Registers  and  Recorders,    and  County 
Treasurers,   to  be  elected  by  the  people  for  a 
term  of  years. 
7th.  All  Executive  and  Judicial  officers,  which  shall  be 
appointed  by  the    Governor,  to  have    their  ap- 
pointments sanctioned  by  the  Senate. 
8th.  The  election  of  a  Lieutenant  Governor,  to  preside 
in  the  Senate,   and  to  act  as  Chief  Magistrate  in 
case  of  the  death,  refusal  to  act,  removal  or  im- 
peachment of  the  Governor. 
9lh.  The  term  of  continued  elegibility  to  the  office  of 

Governor,  to  be  reduced  or  shortened. 
10th.  A  provision  for  future  amendments  of  the  Consti- 
tution, 
llth.  A  resiriction   of  the  exercise  of  the   pardoning 
power  of  the  Governor. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Earle,  the  convention  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  memorial  to  be  presented  to 
the  Legislature, 

Mr.  Read  moved  to  srrike  out  the  following  clause, 
which  was  reported  by  the  committee: 

"  We  believe  that  sufficient  evidence  has  been  af- 
forded fully  to  authorise  the  Legislature,  as  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  (conformably  to  the  true  in- 
tent of  that  clause  of  the  constitutinn,  which  declares 
the  right  at  all  times  to  alter  the  form  of  government  in 
such  manner  as  they  may  tliink  pioper,  ■)  to  enact  a  law 
providing  for  the  speedy  election  of  delegates  to  a  con- 
vention for  the  purpose  of  submitting  the  constitution 
during  the  present  year  to  a  vote  of  the  people.  We 
therefore  pray  for  the  immediate  passage  of  a  law  to 
that  effect.  But  if  your  honorable  bodies  shall  think  a 
preliminary  vote  requisite,  then  we  pray  that  a  vote 
may  be  taken  on  the  day  of  the  next  general  election, 
or  sooner  if  deemed  expedient,  on  the  question  of  the 
call  of  a  convention," 
And  insert  the  following: 

"to  pass  a  law  submitting  the  question  of  con- 
vention or  no  convention,  to  the  people  at  ihe  next  ge- 
neral election." 

After  considerable  discussion,  the  ayes  and  noes 
were  called  on  the  amendment,  which  resulted  as  fol- 
lows: 

Ayes — Messrs.  M'Cague,  Clark  of  Beaver,  Kerr, 
Evaiis  of  Butler,  Strong,  Hoffman,  Fetrikin,  Barnhart, 
Broadhead,  Bennet,  Johnson,  Cunningham,  Rankin, 
Bonsalt,  Read,  Dimock,  Clarke  of  Huntingdon,  Crom- 
well'-18. 

Noes — Messrs.  Mechling,  Purviance,  Gilmore,  Cam- 
eron, Irwin,  AUport,  Grosh,  Kidder.  Woodward,  Earle, 
Bignell,  Housekeeper,  Orilip,  Walkins,  Williard, 
Alexander,  Kremer — 17. 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  memorial,  which  was  amended  to  read  as  follows, 
was  adopted. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  Ge- 
neral Assembly  met: 

The  memorial  of  the  undersigned, delegates  from  the 
several  counties  of  tlie  stute  of  Pennsylvania,  assembled 
in  convention  at  Harrisburg,  on  the  eighth  day  of  Ja- 
nuary, A.  U.  1834 — respectfully  represents: 

That  this  convention  believes  tliat  the  people  of  this 
commonwealth  arc  thoroughly  impressed  witli  the  con- 


viction tliat  the  existing  constitution  of  this  state  is  in 
many  respects  imperfect,  dangerous  to  civil  liberty,  and 
inadequate  to  the  ends  of  a  republican  government — 
that  it  vests  power  in  the  hands  of  the  governor,  at  once 
exorbitant  and  dangerous,without  either  check  or  con- 
trol, contrary  to  the  usages  of  all  other  republics,  ancient 
or  modern,  to  the  lament:ible  abridgment  of  the  elective 
franchise — the  palladium  of  a  free  people — in  fine,  that 
it  virtually  reverses  the  old  repiiblicun  maxim,  that  offi- 
ces should  be  created  for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  not 
for  the  private  and  perpetual  advantage  of  the  incum- 
bent. Yoiu-  memorialists  further  represent,  that  the 
people  have  long  been  anxious  to  reinove  these  imper- 
fections, by  amending  the  constitution,  in  such  manner, 
as  will  most  effectually  promote  their  interests,  and  ren- 
der permanent  the  free  institutions  of  this  common- 
wealth; but  owing  to  sundry  causes,  which  it  is  now  not 
necessary  fully  to  specify,  this  desirable  object  has  been 
from  time  to  time  frustrated,  and  the  present  system, 
with  all  its  evils,  continued.  'I  hat  the  act  of  1825  was 
radically  defective,  in  not  providing  that  the  convention, 
if  called,  should  submit  its  measures  to  the  people  for 
ratification,  and  owing  to  this  circumstance,  and  to  the 
short  time  afforded  for  information  and  reflection,  the 
proposition,  although  it  obtained  majorities  in  twenti/- 
eight  counties,  was  defeated  by  the  votes  of  citizens  fa- 
vorable to  the  amendment  of  the  constitution,  but  dis- 
satisfied with  the  provisions  of  the  law  presented  to 
them;  that  if  a  reform  of  the  constitution  is  to  be  ef- 
fected, it  is  desirable  on  many  accounts  that  it  take 
place  previously  to  the  height  of  the  excitement  that 
may  attend,the  next  gubernatorial  and  presidential  elec- 
tion: and  that  the  present  moment  is  peculiarly  favour- 
able to  the  holding  of  a  convention. 

We  would  therefore  respectfully  suggest  to  your 
honorable  bodies  the  immediate  passage  of  a  law,  pro- 
viding that  a  vote  of  the  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth 
may  be  taken  on  the  day  of  the  next  general  election, 
on  the  question  of  holding  a  convention  for  the  amend- 
ment of  the  constitution,  with  a  special  provision  that 
the  voters  may,  if  they  see  fit,  insert  in  their  ballots  a 
direction  that  the  convention  shall  submit  its  proceedings 
to  a  vote  of  the  people,  and  that  the  act  also  provide 
that  in  case  of  a  majority  of  votes  being  given  in  favor  ' 
of  a  convention,  then,  on  a  fixed  day  of  the  present  year, 
delegates  shall  be  elected  by  the  citizens  of  the  several 
counties,  to  meet  on  another  day,  to  be  fixed  by  the 
same  act  of  assembl}',  for  the  puipose  of  submitting  to 
the  ratification  of  tlfe  people,  such  amendments  of  the 
constitution  as  sh.ill  utterly  eradicate  those  evils  under 
which  we  have  too  long  suffered,  and  against  which  we 
have  too  long  in  vain  complained. 

Your  memorialists  would  wish  to  be  understood  as 
being  content  to  submit  the  decision  of  this  question  to 
your  honorable  bodies,  upon  the  evidence  now  before 
them;  and  as  being  of  opinion  that  any  delay  of  action, 
not  required  by  the  indispensable  engagements  of  the 
Legislature,  would  be  detrimental  to  the  best  interests 
of  the  people  of  this  State. 

In  conclusion  yowr  memorialists  cannot  doubt  but  the 
members  of  the  present  Legislature,  coming  as  they  do 
from  every  section  of  tlie  State — intimately  acquainted 
as  they  are,  with  the  interests,  wants  and  feelings  of  the 
people,  and  thoroughly  convinced,  as  they  must  be,  of 
the  injurious,  unequal  and  oppressive  operation  of  the 
present  system,  will  promptly  respond  to  the  earnest 
call  of  their  fellow  citizens,  and  enact  such  laws  upon 
the  subject  aspHtriotism  dictates,  and  the  welfare  of  the 
people  so  imperiously  demands.  Your  memorialists 
deem  it  almost  unnecessary  to  state  that  the  people 
expect  thus  much  from  the  present  Legislature,  which 
was  elected  in  some  measure  with  direct  reference  to 
this  ol)ject— they  also  expect  it  from  the  favorable  dis- 
position evinced  since  the  commencement  of  the  present 
session.  We  therefore,  with  the  greater  confidence, 
make  an  appeal  to  the  assembled  represetitatives  of  the 
people,  cherishing  the  anxious  and  lively  hope,  that  our 
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reasonable  request  will  receive  the  high  consideration  it 
demaiuls. 

Sigiitd  in  behalf  pf  t fie  Convention, 

GEORGE  KREMEK,  President. 


Vice  Presidents. 


'■} 


Secretaries. 


M  AH  LOU  OllTLIP, 

Jacob  Mechunc 

Henry  K  Strung, 

^su  biiiKick, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ICaile,  it  was 

Wesolved,  That  the  memorial  to  the  Legislature  be 
signed  by  llie  officers  on  bilialf  oftliis  Convention. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Allport,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  tlie  memorial  adopted  by  this  Con- 
vention be  presented  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
by  Mr.  Kerr  of  llutlcr,  and  that  he  be  respectfully  re- 
quested to  move  tliat  it  be  read  in  that  honorable  body, 
and  referred  to  a  select  commiltee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kerr,  it  was 

Resolved,  1  iiat  a  copy  of  the  same  memorial  be  pre- 
sented to  the  honorable  Senate  by  Mr.  Petrikin,  and  re- 
feiTed  as  aforesaid. 

Mr.  Kerr,  from  the-committee  to  whom  the  subject 
was  referred,  made  the  following  report,  which  was 
adopted : 

'1  he  committee  to  whom  was  referred  tlie  enquiry 
what  measures  would  be  proper  to  be  taken  by  the 
friendsof  reform  in  case  of  a  failure  to  effect  their  ob 
ject  during  the  present  year,  respectfully  report 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Purviance,  :t  was 

Resolved,  That  a  general  State  commiltee  of  five  be 
appointed  from  this  convention,  and  that  they  be  au- 
thorized to  appoint  committees,  composed  of  three  per- 
sons, in  each  of  tlie  counties  in  this  commonwealth,  to 
draft  an  address  to  the  people  of  their  respective  coun- 
ties on  the  subject  of  reform,  and  in  addition  to  act  as  a 
committee  of  \igilance  in  furthering  the  principles 
adopted  by  this  convention. 

Adjoured  to  9  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Jan.  11,  9  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  convention  took  up  the  reso'ution  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  State  committee  of  correspondence, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  county  commiitees. 

On  motion  the  resolution  was  nmended  by  autliorizing 
I  he  state  committee  to  draft  an  address  to  the  citizens  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

The  following  were  appointed  a  state  committee. 

ABNER  LACOCK,  of  Beaver. 

ALMON  H.  READ,  of  Susquehanna. 

SAMUEL  KEIiR,  of  Butler. 

HENUY  K.SIRONG,  of  Dauphin. 

THOMAS   EARLE,  of  Philadelphia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Earle,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  collect 
and  publish  information  calculated  to  advance  tlie  ob- 


That  owing  to  the  variety  of  questions  of  public  and    jects  of  this  Conventon        . 
private  interests  that  engrosses  the  human  mind  and  the         The  foil. .wing  were  appointed  the  committee, 
art  and  misrepresentation  of  those  whose  interests  are         Messrs.— Earle,  Allport,   Johns(;n,  Kidder,   Kremer, 
opposed  to  the  public  good,  it  sometimes  happens  that  i  Watkins,  Gilmore,  Cameron,  Stoever,  Ortlip 
a  long  sp.ace  of  time  is  requisite   to  mature  and  carry  1       Mi'.  Woodward,  of  Wayne  offered  the  following  as  a 
into  effect  the  most  beneficial  measures,  and  that  on  the  i  protest  to  the  report  of  the  committee  to  suggest  amend- 
first  trial  the  peoplt  give  a  decision  on  which  additional  ]  ments  to  the  constitution. 

information  and  more  mature  reflection  induces  them        The  undersigned  from  the  committee  appointed  "to 
afterwards  to  reverse.  prepare  alterations  of  the  constitution  to  the  Legisla- 

It  was  several  years  after  a  few  mindshad  determined  !  ture,"  offers  the  following 
on  American    Independence  before   the   measure    was  j  PROTEST. 

adopted  by  the  American  people  He  considers  any  proposition  from  this  convention  as 

Ml-.  Jefferson  faded  of  an  election  when  first  a  candi-  ,  rticulars  in  which  the  constitution  shall  be  altei- 

date  for  the  Presidency.     .Vtanv  instances  in  illustration  \  ^^^^  ^n^g^t,,^,.  u„timed.     That  he  cannot  conceive  the 

least  advantage  resulting  from  the  proposed  alterations; 
if,  the  question  of  convention,  or  no  convention,  is  first 
to  be  submitted  to  the  public,  and  tiiat  he  firmly  be- 
lieves any  proposed  measure  in  this  case  would  defeat 
the  object  of  the  friends  of  reform. 

The  undersigned  represents  in  the  convention  a  coun- 
ty, whose  citizens  in  his  behalf  are  decidedly  in  favor 
of  a  proper  reform  of  the  constitution.  He  feels  bound 
however  to  protest  against  any  propositions  that  shall 
exceed  the  mere  expression  of  the  wishes  of  the  citizens 
of  his  county.  Nor  can  he  perceive  the  least  authority 
of  this  convention  to  pass  any  vote  declaring  what  altera- 
tions shall,  or  shall  not  be  made.  He  even  doubts  the 
f  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  to  suggest 


of  the  same  principle  will  doubtless  occur  to  the  minds 
of  the  convention. 

Your  committee  are,  therefore  of  opinion  that  a  fail- 
ure on  the  first  trial,  either  before  the  Legislature  or 
the  people,  ought  by  no  means  to  check  the  action  of 
the  friends  of  reform,  but  to  stimulate  them  to  fresh  imd 
more  vigorous  exertions,  presuming  that  a  want  of  in- 
formation, or  an  imperfect  mode  of  action  has  been  the 
cause  of  the  first  fiiilure. 

Your  committee  therefore  propose  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolutions 

1.  Resolved,  That  in  case  of  disappointment  from 
.iny  unforeseen  cause,  no  law  be  passed  on  the  subject 


during  the  present  session  of  the  Legislature, a  commiltee    *'°'J* 

of  this  body  be  requested  to  call  tikis  convention  togeth-  r^"^ '"'''  y    .  ,     •■  -*„,.„.„  :c:  t„  Ko  tnl-^n  l^v  «1.<. 

°         \  any  alteration  whatever,  if  a  vote  is  to  be  tal^en   by  tlie 

The  unders  gned  believes  that  a  convention  of 

delegates  duly  elected  by    the  people  should  meet  un- 


er  in  April  or  May  next.  I 

2.  Resolved,  That  in  case  of  a  decision  of  the  people  j  P^PP'^ 
against  a  convention  owing  to  the  imperfect   mode    in 
which  the  subject  is  presented  for  public  consideration 
that  the  same  committee  convene  this  body  in  Novem- 
ber or  December  next. 

3.  Resolved,  That  in  case  of  such  subsequent  meet- 
ing, we  recommend  that  the  people  confer  upon  their 
delegates  lull  power  to  take  all  measures  which  appear 
necessary  for  the  advancement  of  the  cause. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  friends  of  reform  will  not  be 
deterred  by  one  or  mo»-e  decisions  against  them  before 
the  Legislature  or  elsewher<-,  (unless  the  principle  is 
fairly  understood)  but.  will  constantly  rciicw  the  contest 


j  trammeled,  and  as   the  independent  representatives  of 
the  sovereign  authority  of  the  land. 

NATHANIEL  A.  WOODWARD. 


On  motion  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  convention  be  pre- 
sented to  llie  President,  Vice  Presidents  and  Secitta- 
ries  of  this  convention,  for  ihe  able,  dignified  and  im- 
partial manner  with  which  they  have  presided  over  the 
delibeiations  of  this  convention. 

Mr.  Kreiiier  leturned  thanks  to   (he  convention  in  a 
.-|     r  I.  •-.■.,,  1-    1        1         .1       .      veiv  aDiJionriatc  address,  for  the  comphment  bestowed 

.n  the  full  conviction,  that  strong  handsand  sioul  hearts  ,'^',->.l'l",',  .,  n-  „ 
in  the  cause  of  truth,  j-istice  and  hberiy,  mu.st  eventual-  ,  «>'>  bim  and  the  other  oHicei-s. 
)v  triumph  over  misrepresentation,  injustice  and  oppres- (      On  motion  it  was  -    ,. 

irion.  I      Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  convention 
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be  signed  by  the  officers  and  published  in  all  the  papers, 
both  English  and  German,  in  this  Commonwealth. 
Adjourned  eine  die. 

GEORGE  KREMER,  President. 

Jacob   Mxch.iA    j  Vice  Presidents. 
Htnry  K.  Strong,  ?  „        ,    . 
Makmock,         j  Secretaries. 


HEAT    OF    THE    ATMOSPHERE   BY  THERMO- 
METER IN  PHILADELPHIA  A.  H. 


Nov.  1 
2 


31 

:?8 

41 

29 
26 
6  30 
40 
46 
56 
49 
40 
57 


o7 

42 

31 

30 

31^ 

29i 

25 

29 

4r 

33 

■35 

42 

37 

29 

28i35 

2930 

30144 


Wind  and  Weather. 


N\V  and  clear— first  ice 

SVV  and  hazy 

NNW  and  clear 

NK  to  NW  cloudy 

NW  and  clear 

West  and  cloudy  light  rain 

West  and  hazy 

SW  and  hazy 

SSE  ligiitrain 

WNW  and  clear 

W(  st  to  South  light  rain 

South  to  NW  clear 

WNW  &cl'r,sparksin  mor'g 

-Outhward  and  hazy 

WNW  and  clear 

SW  toNW  and  clear 

WS  W  and  cloudy  light  snow 

NW  to  SW  passing  clouds 

S  W  and  clear 

NW  to  NE  and  clear 

NE  to  SE  and  clear 

South  to  N  W  some  r.iln 

SW  to  West  Hazy 

NW  toNE  clear 

NE  steady  rain 

N  W  and  cloudy 

WSW  and  clear 

NW  toNE  iind  clear 

SSWand  cloudy 

NE  with  some  light  rain 


•  Between  4  and  5  A.  M.  the  whole  Southern  Hem- 
isphere seemed  to  be  enveloped  in  a  shower  of  fire 
from  the  quantity  of  meteors  that  kept  incessantly  fall- 
ing. The  writer  of  this  note  has  followed  the  sea  as  a 
profession  fur  more  than  30  years,  and  can  safely  say, 
has  been  more  than  4000  nights  on  a  ship's  deck  in  dif- 
ferent parts  (if  the  Pacific  and  Atlantic  oceans,  but  nev- 
er saw  any  thing  like  it. 


MEMORIAL    OF   THE    PHILADELPHIA   CHAM- 
BER OF  COMMERCE. 

Memorial  of  the  Philadelphia  Chamber  of  Commerce, 

to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
To  the  Honnuruhk  the  Senate  and  Huuse  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States,  in  Congrens  assembled — 
The  Memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  City 

of  Philadelphia, 
Respectfully  Represents — 

That,  prompted  by  a  strong  sense  of  duty,  and  view- 
ing with  serious  alarm  the  present  crisis  in  the  money 
concerns  of  the  country,  the  undersigned  confidently 
apply  to  Congress  for  relief;  under  whose  guardianship 
and  control  tlie  currency  of  the  Nation  has  been  speci- 
ally placed  by  the  letter  as  well  .is  thespirit  of  the  Con- 
stitution. 


Among  the  indications  of  the  wide- spread  and  rapidly 
increasing  distress,  the  recent  expression  of  public 
opinion,  by  the  largest  assemblage  of  people,  without 
distinction  of  party,  ever  witnessed  in  this  city,  is  not 
the  least  impressive;  and  the  following  facts,  in  addi- 
tion, will  satisfy  your  honourable  bodies  that  there  is 
neither  exaggeration  nor  coloring  in  the  assertion  here 
made — that  the  prevailing  panic  and  pi-essure  for  mo- 
ney, and  the  gloomy  forebodings  of  the  future,  are 
without  a  precedent  in  the  experience  of  this  country. 
In  proof  of  this  allegation  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
refer  with  pain — 

To  the  decline  in  price  of  the  public  and  incorpo- 
rated Slocks  generally,  which  varies  from  10  to  30 
percent. — 

To  the  depression  of  the  Foreign  and  Domestic  Ex- 
changes, and  the  extreme  difficulty  of  negociating 
Bills— 

To  the  fall  in  value  of  all  the  principal  articles  of  do- 
mestic produce,  whether  for  export  or  home  consump- 
tion— 

To  the  impracticability  of  borrowing,  as  heretofore, 
on  mortgage,  even  at  the  highest  legal  rate  of  interest, 
and  the  ruinous  di^counl  now  current  on  good  mercan- 
tile paper,  which  vaiies  from  12  to  18  per  cent,  per 
annum — 

To  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  cash  advances  on  pro- 
duce or  merchandize  from  factors  or  commission  mer- 
chants, who  refuse  to  contract  engagements  with  which 
they  may  not  be  able  to  comply — 

To  the  inability  of  Contractors  for  State  Loans,  or 
the  subscribers  to  corporate  Stocks  to  pay  up  their  in- 
stalments, and  the  great  danger  of  a  suspension  (if 
the  public  improvements,  from  the  difficulty  of  borrow- 
ing, and  the  consequent  disa])pointment  and  ruin  of  the 
Contractors  for  the  public  works — 

To  the  discharge  from  employ  of  laborers  and  work- 
men, and  the  suspension  of  business  in  the  various  me- 
chanical and  manufacturing  pursuits — 

To  the  decline  in  value  of  Real  Estate,  both  in  town 
and  country — 

To  the  inability  of  some  of  the  corporate  companies 
to  pay  the  interest  due  on  their  borrowed  money,  or  of 
the  State  Banks  to  discount  new  paper,  or  do  more 
than  renew  their  previous  loans;  and,  in  fine,  to  the 
suspension  of  all  commercial  confidence — the  complete 
stagnation  of  business  in  every  department  of  industry — 
and  the  bankruptcies  and  embariassment  consequent 
on  such  a  state  of  afi^airs — 

To  the  necessity  imposed  on  the  Bank  of  ihe  United 
States  of  contracting  its  accommodations,  and  of  guard- 
ing against  the  attempts  to  cripple  its  resources  and 
decry  its  credit,  not  only  by  a  withdrawal  of  the  pub- 
lic deposits,  but  by  a  combined  and  systematic  pro- 
scription and  perversion  of  all  its  operations,  even 
when  dictated  by  self  preservation. 

In  regard  to  the  cause  of  the  frightful  conjuncture 
here  depicted,  your  memorialists  feel  it  due  to  candour, 
to  point  unreservedly  to  the  removal  of  the  public  funds 
as  the  immediate  and  only  one  to  which  the  present  pe- 
cuniary distress  can  be  rationally  attributed. 

They  are  unable  to  conceive  how,  in  good  faith  or 
sound  policy,  a  National  Bank,  created  among  other 
objects,  for  the  express  purpose  of  restoring  specie 
payments — of  regulating  and  maintaining  a  pure  and 
unvitiated  currency — an  institution  at  once  the  fiscal 
agent  and  co-partner  of  the  Government,  to  the  extent 
of  one-fifth  of  its  capital,  can  be  crushed  and  destroyed, 
without  burying  beneath  its  ruins  all  the  great  interests 
of  the  ^luntry,  with  which  its  existence  is  indissolu- 
bly  connected.  Would  the  downfall  of  the  Bank  (it  is 
respectfully  asked)  benefit  the  condition  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  people?  Would  not  such  an  event,  on  the 
contrary,  draw  into  its  vortex  all  the  Sta*e  Banks,  and 
lead  infallibly  to  a  suspension  of  specie  payment? 

Fear  and  distrust  are'  gradually  ripening  (as  your  me- 
morialists believe)    into  despeiation  and  despair;  and 
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must  paralize  and  derange  the  diversHied  concerns  of 
the  whole  country — embiacintf,  at  this  moment,  not  K-ss 
than  om  thousand  milliuns  of  dollars  of  property,  which 
is  in  a  constant  state  of  motion  and  transit  throughout 
the  vast  extent  of  this  Union.  Among  the  most  alarm- 
ing proofs  of  declining  credit  and  reputation  abroad,  is 
the  fact  that  considerable  parcels  of  American  Stocks 
have  recently  been  returned  from  London  as  unsalea- 
ble; and  it  cannot  be  disguised  that  tlie  high  confidence 
of  European  capitalists,  heretofore  reposed  in  the  secu- 
rity of  our  State  Loans  and  Bank  Stocks,  has  been  so 
shaken  by  the  attempts  to  discredit  and  destroy  our  own 
Government  ISank,  as  to  have  produced  the  most  disas- 
trous re-action  in  the  market  here,  followed  by  a  reduc- 
tion in  value  unprecedented  both  in  the  rates  and  rapidi- 
ty of  the  decline. 

Heretofore  our  merchants  have  been  able  to  effect 
loans  upon  a  deposit,  or  sale  of  American  Stocks  in 
London,  as  best  suited  their  convenience,  and  the  de-  | 
mand  for  our  public  improvements:  but  those  facilities  1 
and  resources  are  now  cut  off,  by  the  withdrawal  ofi 
that  confidence  upon  which  alone  they  rested,  and  that ! 
at  a  moment  when  our  extensive  operations,  in  canals  | 
and  rail  roads,  have  rendered  the  exigency  peculiarly  i 
mischevous  and  embarrassing. 

Although  the  undersigned  abstain  from  the  discus- 
sion  of  mere  political  questions,  which  Congress  alone 
are  competent  to  decide,  yet  in  matters  involving  the 
rights  and  interests  of  the  community,  they  look  with  j 
confidence  to  the  powers  reposed  by  the  Constitution  ' 
in  your  honorable  bodies  as  the  true  and  legitimate 
source  of  relief. 

In  recurring  to  that  instrument,  they  find  that  the  ex-  i 
elusive  authority  to  coin  money  and  regulate  the  cur- 
rency is  reserved  to  the  Federal  Government,  and  that 
the  Stales  are  specially  prohibited  from  exercising  that 
vital  function  of  sovereignty — and  can  neither  issue  bills  I 
of  credit,  nor  make  any  thing  but  gold  and  silver  a  le-  I 
gal  tender  in  paj  ment  of  debts.  I 

It  is,  therefore,  apparent  that,  in  applying  a  remedy  I 
for  the  existing  evils.  Congress  would  be  only  exercis- 1 
ing  the  same  constituiional  power  under   which  it  has  i 
twice  created  a  National  Bank,  th;.t  has  been  in  opera-  j 
tion  thirty-six  years  of  the  forty-four  of  our  political  ex-  : 
istence.     It  was  under  that  provision  of  the  Constitution  I 
which  authorizes  Congress  to  coin  money,  and  fix  the 
value  of  the  precious  metals,  (and  by  consequence  the 
value  of  their  paper  representative)  that  the  currency  ] 
of  the  country  has  hitherto  been  regulated,  and  confi-  \ 
dence  and  stability  imparted  to  the  pecuniary  transac- 1 
tions  and  exchanges  of  the  Union— excepting  only  that 
period  from  1811  to  1816,   between  the   expiration  of 
the  charter  of  the  first  Bank  and  the  establisliment  of 
the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States,    when  specie 
payments   were  suspended  by  the  Slatt  Banks-     This  j 
circumstance  conveys  a  salutary  admonition  in  regard 
to  the  importance  and  necessity  of  a  National  Bank  to 
check   and   restrain   excessive    issues  of  notes  by    the  | 
State  Institutions,  and  shows  their  utter  incompetence  \ 
to  furnish  a  safe  and  universal  currency,  inasmuch  as  it  i 
was  through  the  instiumentality  and  agency  of  the  pre-  i 
sent  Bank  of  the  United  States  alone,  that  specie  pay- 
ments were  finally  resumed,  and  the  money  concerns  of 
the  country  restored  to  their  former  sound  condition. 
There  are   some   peculiarities  in  the  currency  of  the  i 
United  States,  as  contrasted  with  that  of  Gieat  Britain  I 
and  France,  which  deserve  the  most  serious  considera- 
tion  of  Congress,  and   which   subject  it  to  dangerous 
fluctuations, unknown  in  those  countries  with  whom  we 
are  most  intimately  connected  in  trade  and  exchanges. 
These  fluctuations  particularly  incident  to  a  circulation  , 
extending  over  twenty-four  States,  and  resting  upon  a  j 
very  limited  metallic  basis,   obviously  requires  the  ut-  | 
most  vigilance  of  the   National  Legislature  to  preserve 
it  from  frequent  convulsions,   and  the  danger  of  a  sus- 
pension of  specie  payments.     The  liability  of  such  a 
catastrophe  is  just  in  proportion  to  the  various  laws,  I 


provisions  and  regulations  of  the  Stales  in  w  hich  these 
Hanks  are  established,  and  to  the  amount  of  specie  in 
their  vaults,  which  in  the  Safety  Fund  Banks  of  New 
York,  appear  by  late  oHicial  returns  to  be  only  oj  per 
cent,  on  their  capitals.  France  incurs  no  risk  from  these 
causes — her  currency  is  all  melallic,  except  about  one- 
tenth.  That  of  Great  Britain  is  /io// of  gold  and  silver, 
and  half  of  Bank  notes,  and  her  great  National  Bank, 
has  therefore  little  comparative  difficulty  in  restraining 
the  issues  of  the  country  banks,  wiiich  are  moreover, 
controlled  by  fourteen  branches,  which  will  probably 
be  soon  increased  in  number.  Tiie  currency  of  the 
United  States  consists  of  the  notes  ol  (our  hundred 
banks,  including  that  of  our  National  Bank — the  aggre- 
gate capitals  of  which  are  about  two  hundred  millions 
of  dollars — the  notes  in  circulation  are  nne  hundred 
millions,  and  the  deposits  estimated  at  fifty  millions  of 
dollars,  making  altogether  one  hundred  and  fifty  mil- 
lions of  dollars  of  currency  in  Bank  notes  and  deposits, 
which  are  sustained  by  only  twenty  millions  m  specie  in 
the  vaults  of  all  the  Banks.  Here  then  is  an  aggregate 
mass  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  dollars  (ex- 
clusive of  negotiable  mercantile  notes  to  an  immense 
amount,)  all  resting  upon  confidence,  and  only  twenty 
millions  of  specie  for  its  support.  Now,  as  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  possesses  one-iialf  of  the  specie  in  the 
vaults  of  all  the  Banks,  to  wit,  ten  millions  of  dollars, 
and  has,  moreover,  large  balances  due  to  it  and  the 
Branches  by  the  State  Banks,  the  inference  is  not  less 
clear  than  satisfactory,  that  Congi-ess  holds,  by  means 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  a  salutary  control 
over  the  issues  of  the  State  Banks,  and  is  able  to  sus- 
tain and  regidate  their  operations,  so  as  to  keep  them 
within  the  limits  necessary  for  their  own  safety,  as  well 
as  that  of  the  country. 

This  control  will  be  seen  and  acknowledged  by  all 
acquainted  with  the  principles  of  banking,  to  be  essen- 
tial to  the  security  of  a  currency  composed  almost  en- 
tirely of  paper,  and  so  very  inferior  in  its  metallic  ba- 
sis, to  that  of  England  and  France.  From  these  data, 
your  memorialists  respectfully  submit,  that  a  Natiorial 
Bank,  whose  notes  circulate  and  command  specie  in 
every  quarter  of  the  Union, is  the  surest  friend  and  sup- 
port of  the  State  Banks,  and  that  its  own  safety  is  iden- 
tified with,  and  absolutely  requires  that  it  should  aid 
and  protect  all  the  sound  State  institutions.  One  of  the 
greatest  dangers  the  undersigned  conceive,  to  which 
the  currency  and  public  and  private  credit  are  now  ex- 
posed, is  the  loss  of  that  confidence  abroad  which  ren- 
dered our  public  Stocks  and  Loans  a  sure  and  safe  re- 
mittance to  England,  and  which,  consequently,  dimin- 
ished the  drain  and  export  of  specie,  when  the  rate  of 
Exchange  was  above  the  par  standard — to  the  same  ex- 
tent in  which  our  stocks  can  be  sold  and  retained  in 
Europe.  It  is,  therefore,  obvious,  that  unless  confi- 
dence in  our  public  securities  can  be  restored  by  pre- 
serving the  national  fliith,  that  the  moment  exchange 
rises  beyond  the  real  par  v.'\lue,  tlie  specie  of  tlie  coun- 
try will  be  drawn  from  the  Banks  as  a  remittance  to 
Europe,  and  leave  thrin  with  empty  vaults  to  deplore, 
a  second  time,  when  too  late  to  be  corrected,  the  fat.il 
policy  of  suspending  specie  payments.  There  is,  in- 
deed, too  much  reason  to  apprehend,  that  the  injury 
and  siiock  which  American  credit  has  sustained  in  Eu- 
rope, by  the  Kite  impeachment  of  our  National  Bank, 
will  not  easily  be  repaired  and  overcome — but  if  even 
that  stain  upon  our  reputation  were  washed  away,  it 
can  oidy  be  done  by  preserving  good  faith  with  the 
stockholders  of  the  Bank,  (both  foreign  and  domestic) 
and  restoring  the  public  deposits  toils  siafe  keeping,  in 
conformity  to  the  conditions  of  its  charter:  and  they 
beg  leave  to  add  their  solemn  conviction,  that  the  sys- 
tem of  internal  improvements,  by  roads  and  canals.noMr 
in  progress  in  Pennsylvania,  and  throughout  the  United 
States,  will, if  aided  and  sustained  by  a  sound  currency, 
through  the  instrumentality  of  a  Nati(nial  Rank,  be  the 
best  guarantee  for  the  pcrpctui  y  of  the  Union,  and  the 


62 


DECLARATION  OF  INDEPENDENCB. 


[Jaxi 


prosperity  and  hnppiness  of  the  Amei-ican  people. 
Tliey  are,  moreover,  tliorouglily  sutislied,  that  the  in- 
terest of  tlie  State  Liiinks  is  not  only  compatible  with 
the  existence  of  a  National  Bank,  but  that  each  in  its 
proper  sphei-e  is  necessary  and  useCnl  lo  the  other. 

In  conclusion,  your  memorialists  respectfully  pray 
your  honorable  bodies  to  cause  the  ])ubl.c  deposits  to 
be  restored  tj  the  Hank  i.f  the  Unittd  States,  as  c/ueh\ 
good  faith  to  the  stockholdeis  in  that  Institution,  and  to 
the  great  interests  of  t.ie  nation. 
i'hiladtlpltiu,  Jamiary  7,  1834. 

UOBKUT   KALSTOy, 
Pres  dent  of  the  Chamber. 
LOUIS  CLAPlElf, 

Vice  President. 
THOMAS  P.  COPK, 

Vice  President. 
Attest — John-  Vacghan-, 

Secretary  of  the  Chamber. 


INDIGENT  WIDOWS'  AND     SINGLE    WOMEN'S 
SOCIETY. 

The  Seventeenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Indigent  Wid- 
ows'and  Single  Women's  Socieiy. 

In  presenting  the  Seventeenth  Annual  Report  of  the 
Indigent  Widows'  and  Single  Women's  Society  to  the 
Patrons  of  the  Inslituiion.it  is  believed  that  a  plain  state- 
ment of  facts  will  be  nio>t  acceptable. 

The  Managers,  during  the  past  year,  have  had  min- 
gled feelings  of  ])leasure  and  of  pain.  Pleasure  in  the 
family  committed  to  their  care  having  enjoyed  unusual 
health,  and  pain  in  having  had  great  difficulty  in  meet- 
ing the  expenses  necessarily  incurred  in  the  mainte- 
nance of  so  large  a  family. 

Fifty  two  aged  females  have  been  in  the  Asylum  the 
last  year — four  w  ere  admitted — four  have  died — forty- 
eight  are  still  under  our  care,  many  of  whom  are  now 
suffering  from  the  pains  and  intiimities  incident  to  ad- 
vanced age.  Five  are  entirely  blind,  and  three  are 
nearly  si>,  but  being  accustomed  to  the  house,  are  able 
to  move  from  their  chambers  to  the  sitting  ro.im,  with- 
out  difficulty.  Among  the  former  number  is  the  Wid- 
ow of  Peter  Melm,  wiio  braved  the  pestilence  of  1793, 
to  attend  the  sick  of  Philadelphia. 

Visit  the  As3lum,  and  you  will  there  behold  the  sad 
reverse  of  fortune!  those  who  were  in  their  youth  in 
affluence  and  met  in  different  scenes,  were  there! — and 
the  niece  of  a  man  who  was  foremost  in  all  acts  of  chari- 
ty and  mercy  in  his  day  and  generation,  has  been  an  in- 
mate for  many  years — and  in  one  instance,  an  individual 
who,  when  her  husband  was  living,  was  a  subscriber  to 
the  institution,  is  now  a  beneficiary  ot  your  botmty. 
Their  lives  being  regular  and  free  from  care,  seems  to 
give  them  renewed  vigor,  and  those  who,  when  ad- 
mitted, appeared  near  the  verge  of  the  grave,  have 
gained  a  longer  lease  of  life.  The  lady  mentioned  in  a 
former  report,  (from  the  WeU  Indies,  )  who  had  lost 
sight  and  hearing,  is  still  in  the  Asylum,  in  better 
health. 

The  Society  was  originated  .Ian.  9,  1817,  and  on  the 
18th  ot  March,  of  the  same  year,  the  first  individual 
was  enrolled.  Since  that  period  one  hundred  and  for- 
ty-eight have  been  received;  of  twenty  of  that  number, 
some  have  been  dismissed  for  disobedience  lo  the  rules, 
some  returned  to  their  friends,forty-cight  still  in  a  com- 
fortable home,  eig'ity  have  past  from  this  world  to  an- 
other, and  in  the  enjoyment  of  religious  privileges, 
many  have  found  a  peace  which  the  world  could  neither 
given  or  take  away,  and  died  in  the  hope  of  a  glorious 
immort;dity. 

Twice  we  have  been  obliged  to  change  our  matron, 
but  trust  the  one  who  now  has  the  chai'ge  of  the  Insti- 
tution, will  long  be  able  to  retain  it. 

The  expenses  have  been  much  greater  than  in  form- 


er years,  in  consequence  of  the  alteration  of  the  street 
in  the  front,  and  of  some  changes  in  the  interior  of  the 
house,  all  of  wliich  have  been  unavoidable.  A  petition 
has  been  sent  to  Councils  for  aid,  which  has  been  un- 
successful, but  another  will  be,  in  the  hope  that  after  a 
plain  explanation  of  facts,  we  shall  meet  with  belter 
success.  We  are,  however,  obliged  to  appeal  to  a  be- 
nevolent public,  to  whom  we  have  never  applied  in 
vain,  and  our  confidence  is  unshuktn  in  Him  who  has 
said  he  will  be  a  husbajid  to  the  widow,  and  we  hum- 
bly believe  he  will  open  the  hearts  of  the  charitable  for 
their  support. 

Bv  the  Tre.asurer's  Report  it  will  be  found  how  en- 
tirely inadequate,  without  subscriptions  and  donations, 
the  funded  property  is,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  fii- 
niily.  Let  us  remember,  therefore,  the  words  of  Him 
who  hath  said,  "the  poor  ye  have  with  you  always,  and 
whensoever  ye  will,  ye  can  do  them  good,"  and  inas- 
much as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these 
m)'  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me." 

Tieniurer's  Rt port  fur  1833. 
Indigent  Widows'  and  Single  Women's  Society,  in  ac- 
count current  with  Rebecca  Chester,  Treasurer. 
1833.  DU. 

Feb.  To  cash  paid  Thomas  Biddle  &  Co. 
for  §1,000  Schuylkill  Navigation 
Loan, 
To  Purchasing  Committee  upon 
Warrant  of  the  Board  of  Mana- 
gers, 
Jan.  1,  1834.  To  Balance  in  favour  of  the 
Society, 


1833.  CU. 

.Tan.  By  Balance  of  former  account, 

By  Cash  Saving   Fund  Society,  a  re- 
turn of  deposits, 
By  admission  of  Pensioners  into  Ays- 

'Inm, 
By  boardof  persons  in  Asylum, 
By  Sundry  Donations, 
By  Annual  Subscriptions, 
By  life  Subscriptions, 
By  Charity  Box, 
By  Fines  from  Managers, 
By  one  year's  Ground  Rent, 
By  Dividends  on  Stocks  and  Interest, 
Dec.By  Cash  received,  amount  of  collec- 
tions taken  up  in  the  1st  Presbyte- 
rian Church, 
By  work  done  at  the  Asylum, 


Balance  (of  account)  in  favour  of  the 
Society, 

E.  E.  Philadelphia,  January  1,  1334. 


$1,070  00 


3,050  00 

25  40 


?4,i45  40 

S  42  51 

700  00 

120  00 

289  41 

815  00 

7:29  00 

240  00 

34  28 

2  00 

11  91 

994  00 

144  79 

22  SO 

^4,145  40 

$25  40 


DECLARATION  OF  INDEPENDENCE. 

The  question  as  to  the  house  in  which  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence  was  written,  has  been  lately  agita- 
ted in  the  newspapers,  and  two  localities  pointed  out— 
neither  of  which,  it  will  appear  by  the  annexed  corres- 
pondence, truly  designated  the  building  in  which  that 
celebrated  document  originated.  These  letters  were 
published  as  an  appendix  to  the  eulogium  of  N.  Biddle, 
Esq.  before  the  American  Phiiosopliial  Society  in  1827. 

MonTicEtto,  Sep.  16,  1825. 
Dear  Sir, 

It  is  not  for  me  to  e'stimate  the  importance  of  the  cir- 


1834.] 


BOARD  OF  TRADE. 


cumst.nces  concerning  which  your  letter  of  the  8th\regulur  ««rf  c.nrfm.«<  fo«.« /^/./-nun^erous  street^ 
mak.s  inquiry.  They  prove,  even  in  their  minuteness,  huies  and  .  eys,  affor.hnff  every  fac,l,tv  for  .mprove. 
the  sacred  :.ttHchmrnrs  of  our  fellow  citizens  to  the  event    ments  as  well  as  convemencc   to  the  puol.c,  have  been 


if  which  ihe  paper  of  July  4,  17/6  was  but  the  decia 
ration,  the  genuine  effusion  of  the  >oul  of  our  country  at 
Hiat  time.  Small  things  mav  perhaps,  like  the  relics  of 
saints,  help  ta  nourish  our  devotion  to  this  holy  bond  of 
our  union,  and  keep  it  longer  alive  and  warm  in  our  af- 
fections. 'I'his  effect  may  i;ive  importance  to  circum- 
stances however  small.  At  the  time  of  writing  tliat  in- 
strument I  lodged  in  the  house  of  a  Mr.  Graaf,  a  new 
brick  house  tliree  stories  high,  of  which  I  rented  the  se- 
cond floor,  consisting  of  a  parlour  and  bed  room  ready 
furnished.  In  that  jiar'our  1  wrote  habitually,  and  in  it 
wrote  this  paper  particularly.  So  far  I  state  from  writ- 
ten proofs  in  my  po-session.  The  proprietor  Graaf  was 
a  young  man,  son  of  a  German,  and  then  newly  married. 
1  think  he  was  a  brickliyer,  and  that  his  house  was  on 
the  south  side  of  Market  street,  probably  between  7th 
and  8lh  streets,  and  if  not  the  only  house  on  that  part 
of  the  street,  I  am  sure  there  were  few  otl.ers  near  it.  I 
have  some  idea  that  it  was  a  corner  house,  but  no  other 
recollections  throwing  anv  light  on  the  question  or  worth 
communication.  I  am  ill,  therefore  only  add  assurance 
of  my  great  respect  and  esteem 


TH.  JEFFERSON. 


Dr.  James  Mense, 

Philadelphia. 


MONTICELLO,  Oct.  30,  1825. 

De£ir  Sir, 

Your  letter  of  Sept.  8,  inquiring  after  the  house  in 
which  the  Declaration  (.f  Independence  was  written,  has 
excited  my  curlosit)  to  know  whether  my  recollections 
were  such  as  to  enable  you  to  find  out  the  house.  A 
Hne  on  the  subject  would  oblige. 

Dear  Sir,  Yours, 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 
Di.  Mease. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  cnrrect  in  his  recollections,  and  the 
house  is  known  to  be  th.at  m.'ntioned  ia  the  text.* 


COMMISSIONERS' 


HALL,    KENSINGTON    DIS- 
TRICT. 

The  Board  of  Commissioners  of  this  truly  interesting 
and  improving  district,  met  on  the  7th  inst.  for  the  first 
time  in  their  new  Hall,  at  the  corner  of  .Masters  and 
Front  streets.  The  hall  is  a  neat  and  beautifully  con- 
structed building  of  brick,  with  a  cupola  intended  to 
con'ain  a  bell  and  clock.  It  leflects  much  credit  on  the 
taste  and  enterprise  of  the  District. 

After  the  organization  of  the  Board,  Henry  Remmy, 
Jr.  Esq.  President,  delivered  the  following  appropriate 
address. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 
Kensington  District  of  the  Northern  Liberties: 

It  is  with  no  ordinary  feelings  of  pleasure  that  I  ad- 
dress you  this  day — lam  aware  that  we  have  met  to 
transact  the  ordinary  business  of  our  constituents  — but 
the  circumstances  under  which  we  assemble  at  this  time 
seem  to  afford  an  opportunity,  of  which  I  avail  myself, 
of  offering  a  few  brief  remarks,  in  relation  to  tfie  District 
we  now  represent. 

But  fourteen  years  s 
came  incorporated,  without  scarcely  a  street  regul 
except  those  which  came  in'o  the  plan  of  the  act  of  the 
LegislatiU'e  of  1795.  Let  us  look  back  through  this 
short  space  of  time,  and  view  the  wonderful  changes 
which  have  been  effected  by  the  enterprise  of  the  in- 
habitants, aided  by  the  ex-rtions  of  their  Commission- 
ers from  time  to  time.     Then  without  a  paved  fcot 


pened — besides  which  most  of  the  principal  streets 
through  our  district  are  already  paved.  Nor  is  this  all, 
gentlemen,  and  it  should  be  a  source  of  gratification  to 
us  to  I'eflt-ct  that  the  corporation  or  turnpike  road  com- 
panies which  held  a  jurisdiction  over  the  two  principal 
avenues  of  our  district,  have,  after  a  long  and  legal  con- 
troversy, relinquished  all  right  and  claim  to  the  tsvo 
great  and  leading  thoroughfares.  In  relation  to  one  of 
them  in  particular,  it  may  be  said  to  have  exhibited  no- 
thing but  a  pool  of  stagnant  water,  threatening  pesti- 
lence to  tho-.e  who  resided  in  its  vicinity,  and  danger- 
ous to  those  who  happened  to  travel  on  it.  In  a  few 
years  what  a  wonderful  chaiigf  I  instead  of  one  being 
proclaimed  as  a  public  nuisance,  it  now  exhibits,  as 
does  the  other  from  the  southern  line  of  our  district,  to 
almost  its  northern  extremity,  a  beautifully  paved 
street. 

You  will  allow  me,  gentlemen,  to  congratulate  yon  on 
the  accomplishment  of  another  matter,  which  had  en- 
gaged the  attention  and  anxiety  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
district  and  their  commissioners  for  some  time  back — 
I  allude  to  the  introduction  of  the  Schuylkill  or  other 
wholesome  water  into  our  district,  whether  for  the  pro- 
motion of  health  or  comfort  of  its  inhabitants,  or  for  the 
protection  of  its  property.  This  you  are  aware  has  hap- 
pily been  effected,  by  contracts  entered  into  between 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  District  of  the  Northern 
Liberties  and  our  own  District:  we  may  therefore  with- 
in a  short  time  expect  to  have  in  common  with  other 
Districts  a  participation  in  so  desirable  a  convenience. 

In  conclusion,  gentlemen,  1  willrecur  to  the  occasion 
which  induces  me  to  offer  these  remarks.  We  meet 
fn-  the  first  time  in  this  hall,  erected  by  and  for  the  con 
venience  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  District,  and  for  the 
comfort  of  its  officers.  The  erection  of  this  building  at 
a  considerable  expense  must  be  regarded  in  no  other 
light  than  a  further  evidence  of  the  enterprise  of  the 
people  of  this  rapidly  increasing  district.  No  district 
in  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  affords  more  opportuni- 
ties for  improvement,  none  ceitainly  has  made  more; 
with  a  large  tract  of  country  open  to  the  enterprise  of 
the  capitalist;  affording  every  facility  to  the  mechanic 
or  manufiicturer,  the  entire  limits  of  its  territory  bound- 
ed  b}'  th  e  river  Delaware  on  its  east,  and  an  already 
populous  district  to  its  south,  a  rich  and  fertile  country 
to  its  north  and  west — may  we  not  be  allowed  to  hope 
that  our  district  may  continue  to  improve  as  it  has  done. 
Ill  fine,  gentlemen,  at  the  public  expense  has  this  Hall 
been  directed,  for  public  convenience.  To  the  ptiblic 
service  let  us  now  dedicate  it,  and  whilst  we  who  repre- 
sent the  interests  of  our  district,  shall  endeavor  faithful- 
ly to  discharge  the  trust  reposed  in  us — let  us  at  the 
same  time  hope  that  those  who  may  succeed  us  will  be 
governed  by  the  same  object. 


BOARD  OK  TRADE. 

Report  of  the    Directors  of  the  Philadelphia  Board  of 

Trade,  read  at  the  stated  meeting  on  the  4th  inst. 

Agreeably  to   the  provisions  of  the   fourth  article  of 

the   Constituti(m,    the    Directors  of    the    Philadelphia 

Ronid  of  Trade,  respectfully  lay  before  the  Association 


the  Kensington  District  be-   ^  Report  of  their  proceedings,  since  their  organization 
scarcely  a  street  regulated,        'r'^<^..  ^^]"'-\  Pr°'^  "-'"ph  has  elapsed,  has  necessarily 
much  limited  their  exertions  and  will  be  a  sufficient  rea- 
son for  presenting  a  brief  Report.     Enough  however 
has  been  done  to  give  encouraging  promise  that  the  an- 
ticipated usefulness  of  the  Association  will  be  in  a  great 
degree  realized.   'IMie  first  meeting  was  lield  on  the  15th 
^".     day  of  October  last,  when  a  Committee  was  appointed 
much   less  paved  streets— our  district  now  exhibit's^a  1 '"''l''^''' =^ ''""'*^'*"'''°"-   At  Anudjoumed  meeting  on  the 

. . I  22(1  of  October,  the  present  Constitution  was   adopted 

*  The  house  now  occupied  by  Mess.  Gratz,   S.   ^V.  !  and  the  officers  of  the  Association   and  the  Director* 
corner  of  .Market  and  7th  street.  were  elected. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


[JijrnART 


At  tlie  first  meeting'  of  the  Directors,  a  Committee  was 
appointed  to  prepare  a  Code  of  By-Laws,  and  to  report 
whether  it  be  expedient  to  propose  any  alteration  in  the 
Constitution.  That  Committee  having  reported  a  draft 
of  the  Constitution  embracing'  several  amendments,  the 
same  was  ordered  to  be  presented  for  consideration  to 
the  Association,  and  was  accordlng'ly  submitted  to  the 
special  meeting  hel  I  on  the  16th  December  last.  One 
of  the  earliest  objects  which  claimed  the  attention  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  was  the  forming  of  a  junction,  between 
the  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  canals,  and  its  great  impor- 
tance induct-d  them  to  recommend  it  to  the  immediate 
and  special  attention  of  the  Directors.  Previous  to  the 
first  meeting  of  the  Directors  it  happily  occurred,  that 
the  subject  was  deemed  so  important  as  to  cause  a  Town 
Meeting  of  the  citizens  of  the  city  and  county,  at  which 
a  Committee  of  seven  persons  was  appointed  to  confer 
with  the  Board  of  Trade.  This  mark  of  confidence  was 
hailed  by  the  Directors  as  a  favourable  omen  of  success, 
and  at  their  fir^t  meeting,  they  appointed  a  Committee 
of  equal  number  to  act  in  concert  with  the  Committee 
of  the  Town  Meeting,  and  appropriated  a  sum  sufficient 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Delegates  to  the  Conven- 
tion at  Warren  in  Ohio.  The  joint  Committee  appoint- 
ed seven  well  qualified  Delegates  to  represent  the  city 
and  county  of  Philadelphia  in  that  Convention,  and  the 
Directors  have  great  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to 
the  able  and  satisfactory  manner  in  which  they  have  dis- 
charged the  duties  committed  to  them.  The  Report  of 
these  Delegates  was  deemed  of  sufficient  interest  to  or- 
der a  special  meeting  of  the  Association,  and  bavins; 
been  submitted  need  occupy  no  further  space  in  this 
Report.  It  being  a  matter  of  great  moment  that  sufln- 
cient  means  of  transportation  should  be  afforded  on  the 
completion  of  the  Portage  Rail  Road,  which  is  nearly 
finlslied,  the  attention  of  the  Directors  has  been  called 
to  the  subject,  and  tliey  have  placed  it  in  charge  of  a 
committee  who  have  not  yet  reported.  To  prevent  mis- 
understanding in  this  and  all  similar  subjects,  the  Di- 
rectors think  it  advisable  to  say,  tl>at  it  is  not  the  ob- 
ject nor  within  the  powers  of  the  Association  to  enter 
into  contracts  for  the  execution  of  this  or  like  matters, 
nor  do  they  at  all  intend  to  interfere  with  iirdividual  en- 
terprise: their  sole  purpose  is,  to  promote  all  objects  j 
which  are  deemed  important  to  the  trade  and  interest 
of  the  community  by  collecting  and  disseminating  infor- 
m.ation,  by  drawing  to  them  the  attention  of  the  public 
and  of  the  constituted  authorities,  and  by  giving  all  iheir 
exertions  and  influence  to  their  full  attainment. 

At  the  instance  of  anumberofrespi-ctable  Merchants, 
the  Directors  addressed  a  memorial  to  Congress,  praying 
that  the  provisions  of  the  18ih  Section  of  the  act  of  July 
14lh,  18j2,  for  a  return  of  duty  on  goods  in  original 
packages,  remaining  in  custody  of  the  Custom  House, 
may  be  extended  to  the  several  periods  of  reduction, 
embraced  by  the  act  of  March  1833. 

The  Law  regulatinff  Commij^sion  business,  being 
thought  defective  in  affording  security  for  advances  made 
on  goods  consigned,  and  differing  much  in  this  respect 
from  the  Laws  of  the  other  States,  a  committee  was  ap 
pointed  to  investigate  the  subject,  who  have  prepared 
a  Memorial  to  the  Legislature.  A  Committee  has  also 
been  appointed  to  examine  the  Inspection  Laws  of  the 
State,  with  a  view  to  memorialize  the  Legislature, 
should  any  Legislative  action  be  found  necessary;  this 
Committee  has  not  yet  reported. 

The  Directors  by  thus  indiscriminately  lending  their 
influence  to  every  branch  of  business  or  trade,  with  a 
view  of  promoting  whatever  may  be  deemed  important, 
and  of  general  utility,  and  by  avoiding  all  interference 
in  matters  of  a  more  private  character,  not  filling  with- 
in the  objects  of  the  Association,  trust  that  they  may  be 
instrumental  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  a  community  j 
in  which  all  have  so  clear  an  interest.  Believing  that 
the  objects  of  the  Association  and  business  of  the  Di 
rectors  required  a  room  for  their  exclusive  use, in  which 
their  papers  might  be  deposited  and  their  meetings  held. 


and  which  might  also  be  a  pleasant  and  useful  resort 
for  the  members  of  the  Association,  the  Directors 
have  rented  a  room  in  the  Exchange  at  250  dollars  per 
annum. 

The  Directors  cannot  conclude  this  report  without  an 
expression  of  their  obligation  to  the  editors  of  the  city, 
for  the  courteous  manner  in  which  they  have  published 
the  reports  and  other  papers  of  the  Directors  and  the 
Association. 

Thus  far  we  may  congi-atulate  the  Association  on  the 
effort  which  has  been  made  to  unite  the  mercantile  en- 
ergies of  our  citv  by  organizing  a  society,  whose  bene- 
fits we  trust  will' be  felt  lliroughout  the  commonwealth. 
The  Board  of  Trade  was  not  constituted  to  promote  mere 
sectional  purposes,  but  to  call  into  active  operation,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  whole,  all  the  resources  of  the  great 
state  of  which  we  are  proud  to  form  a  part,  and  which 
being  poured  into  this  great  seaport  of  Pennsylvania, 
will  make  rich  returns  to  our  fellow  citizens  of  the  in- 
terior, and  to  the  cofTers  of  the  commonwealth. 

PANl  HERS. 

Lkhigh  Gap,  Dec.  24,  1833. 
Mr.  Chapman: 

On  the  22d  inst.  we  received  the  news  of  a  large 
Panther  being  on  the  moutifain.  He  had  been  pursued 
by  two  persons  from  the  little  Gap  to  this  place  where 
they  lost  him.  A  number  of  us  met  and  concluded  he 
shoul'l  not  remain  here  peaceably.  We  went  in  pur- 
suit of  him  and  found  him  among  the  rocks:  the  dogs 
routed   him   and  brought  him  within  600  yards  of  Mr. 

's    house,  where    they    treed  him    and  he  was 

shot.  He  measured  seven  feet  one  inch  in  length,  and 
weighed  135  pounds. 

We  have  the  skin  stuffed  for  the  gratification  of  the 
public.  Yours,  &c. 

JOHN  PRYOR,  Jr. 

EiSTOx,  Dec.  20,  1833. 
A  friend  of  ours,  from  Tobyhaiina,last  week, brought 
to  Easton  a  Panther's  head,  the  premium  for  which  is 
§12.  He  was  out  in  the  woods  attending  to  his  bear 
traps,  when  he  came  across  this  lord  of  the  forest.  The 
shot  was  most  excellent,  taking  eflVct  directly  above 
the  left  eye,  and  at  the  distance  of  forty  yards.  From 
the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  end  of  his  tail  he  measured 
upwards  of  eight  feet. — Argus, 

INSPECTION  OF  SALTED    PROVISIONS. 
To  the  Editors  of  the  Commercial  Herald. 
Gentlemen: 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  number  of  barrels 
and  half  barrels,  of  Beef,  Pork,  and  Herring,  inspected 
by  the  inspector  of  salted   provisions  for  the   city  and 
county,  and  port  of  PhiladelpJiia,  for  the  year  1833. 
3,123  bbls.  of  Beef. 
508  half  bbls.  do. 
6,765  bbls.  of  Pork. 
69  half  bbls.  do. 
52,  bbls.  of  Herring'. 

10,618 

THOMAS  C.  JONES, 
Deputy  Inspector, 
Philadelphia,  January  2d,  1834. 

THE    REGISTER 


PHILADELPHIA,  JAN.  25,  1834. 


Wc  had  another  snow  storm  on  the  20th  inst.  suffi- 
cient to  cover  the  ground  about  two  inches  in  depth. 
Vessels  have  passed  up  and  down  this  week — but  there 
is  now  some  ice  in  the  Delaware — Schuylkill  is  fro- 
zen across,  and  there  is  fine  skaiting  above  the  dam. 


HAZARD'S 

REOI^TER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA, 
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RKPORT  OF   THE  BOARD  OF  PROPERTY. 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Property,  upon'  Unpatented 
Lands. — Read  iu  the  House  of  Representatives,  Dec. 
12,  1833 . 

Board  of  Property  Room, ? 
Harrisburg-,  Dec.  7,  1833,       $ 
Sir — We  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  report,  made 
in  conformity  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  sixth  day  of  April  last,  and  are 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servants, 

SAML.  M'KEAN, 
JACOB  SPANGLER, 
S.  WORKMAN. 
Hon.  James  Findlat,  Es4. 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 

Board  of  Propertt  Room,  '^ 
December  7th,  1833.      3 

To  the  Honourable  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen — In  obedience  to  a  resolution  passed  by 
the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  sixth  of  April  last, 
as  follows,  viz.  "  Resolved  that  the  Board  of  Property 
be  and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  prepare  and  report 
to  this  House  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  Decem- 
ber next,  what  has  been  done,  or  what  steps  taken  to 
comply  with  the  requisitions  of  an  act  passed  the  twen- 
ty-second of  March,  1820,  entitled  "An  act  directing' 
the  recovery  of  the  principal  and  interest  due  to  the 
Commonwealth  from  persons  holding  lands  by  virtue  of 
locations  or  other  office  titles  issued  from  and  under  the 
Proprietary  Government  and  for  other  purposes;  and  an 
act  passed  the  eleventh  of  April,  1825,  explanatory  and 
supplementary  to  said  act;  and  also  an  act  passed  eighth 
April,  1826,  on  that  subject:  That  said  report  exhibit 
a  statement  shewing'  as  far  as  it  can  be  ascertained  the 
number  of  tracts  and  the  aggr.^gate  number  of  acres  in 
each  county,  the  owners  or  occupiers  of  which  have 
been  ascertained,  and  which  shall  at  the  time  of  making 
the  report  still  remain  unpatented,shnwing  also  the  num- 
ber of  tracts  and  aggregate  number  of  acres  in  each  coun- 
ty, which  shall  not  have  been  ascertained  and  the  reasons 
thereof,  showing  further  the  number  of  tracts  and  ag- 
gregate number  of  acres  in  each  county,  which  in  the 
progress  of  the  enquiry  may  have  been  found  to  be  held 
by  prior  grants  and  therefore  lost  to  the  grantees,  to- 
gether with  any  other  information  the  Board  may  think 
necessary  for  the  information  of  the  Legislature  in  re- 
lation to  the  subject,  and  whether  any  further  legal 
provisions  are  necessary  to  en;ible  the  Board  of  Pro- 
perty to  can-y  more  fully  into  effect  the  laws  above  re- 
cited." 

We  have  the  honour  to  report, that  agreeably  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  the  22d  March. 1820,cntitled  "An  act 
directing  the  recovery  of  the  principal  and  interest  due 
the  Commonwealtli  from  persons  holding  lands  by  vir- 
tue of  locations  and  other  office  titles,  issued  from  and 
under  the  Proprietary  Government,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," the  Surveyor  General  had  lists  made  out,  of  all 
the  surveys  on  file  in  this  office  on  those  rights,  for 
which  no  patents  had  issued,  for  all  the  counties  within 
Vol.  Xlir.  9 


the  Old  purchase,  in  wbioh  they  are  situated.  Copies 
of  the  said  lists  were  transmitted  to  the  Deputy  Survey- 
ors of  their  respective  counties  as  directed  by  the  first 
section  of  said  act. 

After  these  lists  were  again  relumed  by  the  said  Depu- 
ty Surveyors,  with  their  reports  thereon  as  far  as  ascer- 
tained,the  Surveyor  General  caused  Tickets  to  be  made 
out  for  calculation  of  the  amount  due  on  the  following' 
number  of  surveys,  of  which  the  owners  and  occupiers 
had  been  reported,  directed  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Land  Office,  preparatory  to  bringing  suits,  as  directed 
by  the  third  section  of  said  act,  viz. 

In  the  years  1822-23  there  were  1312  tickets  issued. 

1823-24  981 

1824-25  999 

Total,         3292 
on  which  calculations  were  accordingly  made  in  that 
office. 

When  these  calculations  were  completed,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Land  Office  was  about  to  order  suits  to  be 
instituted  generally,  but  it  was  ascertained  that  in  se- 
veral of  the  counties  there  were  arrangements  made  for 
resisting  payment,  on  the  ground  that  the  additional 
charge  of  interest  under  the  act  of  25th  January,  1816, 
I  commonly  considered  compound  interest,  was  an  "ille- 
gal claim"  on  the  part  of  the  State.  In  order  to  have 
i  the  matter  brought  to  a  trial  without  expense  to  the 
Commonwealth,  or  oppressive  costs  to  the  debtors,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Lund  Office,  in  the  month  of  October, 
1828,forwarded  oflicLal  certificates  of  the  amounts  due 
on  six  tracts  respectively,  within  three  of  the  counties 
where  opposition  to  payment  was  most  manifest,  to  the 
'  deputies  of  the  Attorney  General,  with  instructions  to 
inb,titute  suits  against  the  reported  owners  of  the  land. 
Suits  were  brought  accordingly,  but  in  consequence  of 
the  act  of  the  8th  April,  1829,  and  the  supplements 
thereto,  prolonging  the  time  allowed  for  making  pay- 
ments, no  more  suits  could  be  instituted;  and  it  has  been 
considered  that  it  would  not  be  equitable  to  press  those 
already  commenced. 

After  the  acts  of  the  11th  April.  1825,  explanatory 
and  supplementary  to  the  act  of  the  twenty-second 
March,  1820,  and  the  act  of  8th  April,  1826,  on  that 
subject,  were  passed,  and  the  time  for  bringing  suits 
\  extended,  the  Surveyor  General  caused  li-ts  to  be  made 
'  out,  of  all  the  warrants  and  locations  in  his  office  under 
'  the  Proprietary  Government,  "on  which  no  surveys  had 
1  heretofore  been  returned."  The  Board  of  Prupirty. 
;  after  hiving  given  public  notice  to  receive  proposals 
■  for  contracts,  in  1827  and  1828,  made  written  contracts 
'  with  "«uitable  persons,"  in  all  the  counties  witlnn  the 
!  old  purchase,  for  which  those  lists  were  made  out,  to 
perform  the  duties  required  by  the  first  and  second  sec- 
lions  of  the  act  of  the  11th  April,  1825,  Within  the  time 
specified  in  their  contracts.  The  Surveyor  General 
had  copies  of  lists  No.  1  and  2,  transmitted  to  the  con- 
tractors,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  aforesaid 
acts.  .  .         - 

The  board  regret  that  they  are  not  in  possession  of 
the  materials,  to  enable  them  to  furnish  a  complete 
statement  of  all  the  information  required  by  tl  e  afore- 
said resolution;  as  the  returns  have  not  yet  been  coni- 
pleted  or  received  from  all  the  contractors.notwiihstand- 
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ing  the  Surveyor  General,  during  the  last  summer,  addressed  circulars  to  delinquent  contractors,  requiring  them 
to  complete  their  contracts  and  make  settlement  with  the  board  of  property  without  delay. 

Although  a  considerable  time  has  elapsed  since  the  expiration  of  the  time  when  their  contracts  were  to  have 
been  completed,  yet  final  returns  have  only  been  received  from  some.and  settlement  made  in  part  by  other  con- 
tractors, as  slated  in  the  following  table,  which  will  exhibit  the  information  required,  so  far  as  it  could  be  made 
out  from  their  reports  and  returns. 


A 

No.    of  Acres 

No.  of  Acres 

B.       1         . 

of  which    the 

of  which  the 

No.ofAcr's 

COUNTIES. 

No.  of 

owners  and  oc- 

No.  of 

owners  and  oc- 

No.  of 

foundtobe                REMARKS. 

Tracts. 

cupiers    have 
been       ascer 
tained. 

Tracts 

cupiers    have 
not    been    as- 
certained. 

Tracts 

held  by  pri- 
or rights. 

Armstrong, 

19 

5123.20 

00 

00 

00  Final  return  and  settlement. 

Adams,* 

00 

00 

00 

00 

OO'Cont'ordec'd.no  new  C  made 

Allegheny, 

173 

44638.42 

2 

500.00 

5Q 

1426.58;Final  return  and   settlemei.t. 

Berks, 

944 

80667  62 

577 

60381.150 

122 

6873.42 

Final  return  and  settlement. 

Bucks, 

116 

7656.24 

163 

16463.145 

17 

2695.122 

Final  return  and  settlement. 

Bedford, 

376 

99203.119 

420 

101139.S4 

20 

4480.110 

Final  return  and  sett,   [cont'r. 

Bradford, 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00|No  ret'n  of  survey  rec'd  from 

Beaver, 

6 

1571.30 

00 

00 

00 

OOlFinal  return  and  settlement. 

Cumberland,* 

0 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00  No  return  rec'd  from  cont'r. 

Cambria, 

54 

16597.93 

25 

6463.126 

00 

OOlFinal  return  and  settlement. 

Centre,* 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00  No  return  from  contractor. 

Chester, 

78 

9021.134 

595 

67230.10 

5 

519. 68  Final  return  and  settlement. 

Clearfield, 

39 

1036    39 

1 

300.00 

2 

586.79iFinal  return  and  settlement. 

Columbia,* 

00 

00 

00 

00 

0 

00|No  return  from  contractor. 

Dauphin, 

129 

20039.7 

477 

b7755  91 

23 

3213.141  Final  return  and  settlement. 

Delaware,* 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00. No  return  from  contractor. 

Franklin, 

566 

73492.111 

294 

48055.89 

131 

20272.5l|Final  return  and  settlement. 

Fayette, 

n 

19476.72 

20 

5689  38 

8 

2299.12  Final  return  and  settlement. 

Greene, 

10 

2816.43 

13 

3249.00 

2 

600.00 

Final  return  and  settlement. 

Huntingdon, 

313 

73925.111 

318 

105456.85 

167 

17491.121 

Final  return  and  settlement. 

Indiana, 

86 

21623.149 

6 

1607.80 

9 

2254.120 

Final  return  and  settlement. 

Lancaster, 

170 

18496.11 

.    281 

31687.8 

2 

192.00 

In  part— seen  this  report. 

Lehigh, 

521 

35230.115 

421 

29465.114 

3 

313.147, 

Final  return  and  settlement. 

Luzerne, 

31 

8159.75 

187 

54649.83 

98 

20445,51 

Final  return  and  settlement. 

Lycoming, 

46 

10606.126 

165 

48319.80 

222 

64423.53 

Final  return  and  settlement. 

Lebanon,* 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

000 

.Vo  report  from  contractor. 

Montgomery, 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

000 

Return  made  by  conl'or,but  ■> 
again  withd'n  as  incorrect.  5 

Mifflin  &  Juniata, 

349 

58665.139 

198 

43359.40 

95 

14169.104 

Final  return   and  settlement. 

Northumberl'd,* 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

000  No  report  from  contractor. 

fJortharopton,* 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

000|No  report  from  contractor. 

Pike, 

103 

15335.38 

34 

5491.30 

00 

OOO'Return  in  part. 

Perry, 

269 

38513.65 

202 

36618.141 

00 

000 

Final  report  and  settlement. 

Schuylkill,* 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

000 

No  report  from  contractor. 

Susquehanna, 

14 

7299.80 

7 

2100.00 

-     00 

000 

Final  report  and  settlement. 

Somerset,* 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

000 

No   report  from  contractor. 

Union, 

67 

8945.115 

14 

2031.1 

5 

733.38 

Settlement  in  part. 

Wayne,* 

00 

00 

00 

00 

w 

000 

No  report  from  contractor. 

Westmoreland, 

281 

J'5441.49 

25 

7026.61 

95 

27823.20 

Final  report  and  settlent. 

Washington, 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

000 

Sett,  in  part— see  this  report. 

York, 

Total, 

1020 

110943.142 

249 

30713.3 

171 

18683.139 

Final  return  and  settlement. 

5872 

873,855.91 

4695 

'n5,75^.\<i 

1240 

251.340.36 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  columns  marked  A  and  B, 
contain  the  aggregate  or  whole  number  of  tracts  and 
acres  in  each  county,  of  which  the  owners  and  occupi- 
ers have  been  ascertained.  Those  in  tlie  columns  mark- 
ed B,  interfere  with,  or  are  covered  by  prior  rights.  In 
the  counties  marked  thus*,  partial  reports  were  made 
by  the  Deputy  Surveyors,  on  list  No.  1,  in  pursuance  of 
the  act  of  the  22d  March,  1820;  but  as  no  reports  have 
yet  been  received  from  the  contractors  for  said  coun- 
ties on  lists  No.  2,  it  was  deemed  unnecessary  to  insert 
them. 

Various  reasons  are  assigned  by  the  contractors, 
"why  the  owners  and  occupiers  have  not  been  ascer- 
tained," of  the  tracts  inserted  under  that  head  in  the 
preceding  table;  but  in  all  cases  where  final  returns 
nave  been  made,  they  reported  those  which  were  fur- 
nished to  be  all  they  could  find.  In  most  cases,  the 
reason  wag  imputed  to  the  very  vague  description  of 


many  of  the  old  warrants  and  applications;  especially 
those  entered  in  list  No.  2,  from  which  alone  it  was  im- 
practicable to  ascertain  where  to  apply  them,  to  make 
surveys  and  returns  upon  them,  with  the  names  of  their 
owners  and  occupiers,  agreeably  to  their  contracts,  with- 
out other informatioTi  which  they  could  not  obtain.  Ma- 
ny of  these  old  rights  hive  probably  been  abandoned, 
and  since  covered  by  other  rights. 

In  other  cases,  particularly  in  Lancaster  county, 
where  there  still  appears  to  be  alarge  proportion  of  the 
land  held  under  old  office  rights,  remaining  unreturned 
and  unpatented,  the  contractors  have  recently  brought 
in  their  lists,  with  wliich  but  little  comparatively  has 
l)een  done,  especially  list  No.  2,  in  consequence  as  they 
stated,  which  is  corroborated  by  other  respectable  per- 
sons, that  the  excitement  in  that  county  was  so  great, 
that  not  only  every  information  was  withheld  from  the 
contractors  in  relation  to  their  lands,  but  personal  vio- 
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lence  threatened,  if  they  attempted  to  make  surveys. 
After  a  great  loss  of  time  and  pecuniary  sacrifice,  tlie 
contractors  deemed  it  necessary  for  their  personal  safe- 
ty to  desist,  and  report  accordingly. 

In  a  communication  to  the  board  it  is  stated,  that  the 
unpatented  lands  in  tliat  part  of  the  county  where  the 
excitement  prevails,  is  of  an  inferior  qiislity,  and  was 
settled  at  so  early  a  period,  at  a  very  high  rae,  tliat  the 
claim  of  tiie  Commonwealth  wduld  probably  exceed 
its  present  value.  The  owners  would  be  satisfied  to 
pay  what  might  be  considered  an  equitable  price,  but  if 
the  claims  of  the  State  were  enforced,  many  who  are  not 
able  to  meet  it  would  be  compelled  to  abandon  iheir 
lands,  witli  their  improvements.  Whether  any  Legis- 
lative provlsiims  should  be  made  to  encourage  the  pa- 
tenting, by  rendering'  the  price  more  equitaljlc,  of  that 
class  of  land,  will  be  for  the  Legislature  to  determine. 

The  contractor  for  Washington  county  reports,  that 
with  the  exception  of  the  few  tracts  returned,  he  has 
been  unable  to  discover  any  others  held  under  proprie- 
tary rights.  In  that  county  they  are  generally  held  by 
Virginia  certificates,  and  other  rights,  as  will  appear 
from  the  following  extract  from  his  report: 

"  That  I  have  used  all  due  diligence  to  perform  the 
duties  of  my  contract,  but  have  not  been  able  to  find  the 
land  mentioned  in  said  lists,  so  as  to  identify  the  same, 
except  in  a  few  cases,  which  are  marked  on  the  lists 
which  I  returned  to  the  Surveyor  General's  Office.  And 
from  all  the  information  I  can  obtain,  after  three  years' 
diligent  inquiry,  and  often  goingout  of  my  way  several 
miles  to  obtain  information,  I  find  that  there  is  little  if 
any  unpatented  land  in  this  county  held  under  any  of 
the  titles  in  the  aforesaid  lists;  most  of  the  unpatented 
land  in  this  county  is  held  by  settlement  right,  without 
any  office  title,  or  by  Pennsylvania  warrants  and  by 
Virginia  certificates." 

Some  of  the  contractors,  from  whom  no  returns  have 
been  received,  it  is  understood  are  deceased;  others 
have  applied  to  be  indulged  with  further  time,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  number  of  old  office  rights  within  their 
districts,  which,  from  their  vague  descriptions  and  other 
difficulties,  could  not  be  completed  in  the  time  requir- 
ed. 

The  Board  deem  it  proper  to  state,  that  from  the  par- 
tial returns  made  by  contractors, it  isimpossible  for  them 
to  say  what  number  of  tracts,  or  how  many  millions 
of  acres  remain  unpatented;  but  are  satisfied  that  the 
amount  due  the  Commonwealth  from  that  source  must 
be  very  considerable. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

SAM'L  M'KEAN, 
.TACOB    SPANGLER. 
S.  WORKMAN. 
To  the  Hon.  James  Findlat, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatlves, 


From  the  Harrisburg  Reporter. 

EXHIBITION  OF  THE  BLIND. 

Agreeably  to  previous  arrangements,  the  pupils  from 
the  Pennsylvania  Institute  for  instruction  of  the 
blind,  were  introduced  into  the  chamber  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  yesterday,  afternoon,  and  examin- 
ed in  the  various  branches  of  education  to  which  their 
attention  has  been  directed.  They  were  accompanied 
from  Philadelphia  by  their  teacher  Mr.  Julius  R.  Fried- 
lander,  and  a  committee  consisting  of  B.  W.  Richards, 
Edward  Coleman  and  John  U.  Frailey,  Esqrs.  who 
were  prest-nt  at  the  examination,  which  was  conducted 
by  Mr.  Friedlander.  It  will  be  recollected  by  our  rea- 
ders, that  this  institution  is  of  recent  origin,  and  that 
instructions  were  commenced  there  only  about  nine 
months  ago  Much  could  not,  therefore,  in  reason  be 
expected;  still  we  believe  that  the  proficiency  exhibit- 
ed by  the  pupils  i  n  spelling,  reading,  writing,  geogra- 
phy, music,  &c.  far  exceeded  public  expectation.    For 


ourselves,  we  confess,  that  we  had  not  before  conceiv- 
ed it  possible  for  those  unfortunate  beings,  deprived  of 
the  most  useful  avenue  to  the  acquirements  of  know- 
ledge, even  to  make  th.at  progress  in  the  rudiments  of 
education,  as  these  in  que^tion  have  already  attained. 
A  method  seems  to  have  been  discovered, by  which  the 
rays  of  knowledge  may  be  admitted  into  the  minds  of 
the  blind,  affording  them  a  mental  light  to  mitigate  the 
enduring  darkness — the  privation  of  a  sense  through 
which  we  derive  the  greatest  share  of  our  pleasures 
and  enjoyments.  Humanity  rejoices  in  the  discovery. 
The  examination  was  attended  by  the  Governor, 
Heads  of  Department,  Members  of  both  branches  of 
the  Legislature,  and  as  many  citizens  as  the  Hall  would 
contain,  numbering,  at  least  one  tliousand.  A  deep  in- 
terest was  manifested  by  all, in  the  various  performances 
of  the  pupils.  The  recitations,  singing,  music  upon 
instruments,  on  which  all  played  in  concert,  elicited 
repeated  bursts  of  applause.  Indeed,  a  more  interest- 
ing exhibition  is  seldom  witnessed.  The  unfortunates 
u-ere  of  themselves  objects  of  the  kindest  compassion — 
appealing  directly  to  the  most  active  sympathies  of  hu- 
manity— add  to  this  the  surprising  evidences  which 
they  exhibited,  to  prove  that  the  blind  are  not  shut  out 
from  the  advantages  of  mental  cultivation;  that  we  still 
have  it  in  our  power  to  soften  the  condition  of  this  ill- 
fated  portion  of  our  race,  and  we  think  all  will  concede 
the  great  interest  of  the  scene. 

We  understand,  that  this  Institution  is  asking  an  en- 
dowment from  the  State.  A  competent  appropriation 
for  this  object,  would,  we  are  fully  pursuaded,  meet 
the  cordial  approbation  of  the  people.  We  cannot  con- 
ceive where  the  public  munificence  could  be  exercis- 
ed on  a  more  praiseworthy  and  humane  institution. 

B.  W.  Richards,  Esq.  delivered  the  follow  ing  ap- 
propriate address  at  the  commencement  of  the  exer- 
cises:^ 

1  am  requested  by  my  colleagues  to  present  a  few 
remarksvpreliminary  to  the  exhibition.  I  cannot  hope 
to  offer  any  thing  worthy  the  attention  of  this  intelli- 
gent and  distinguished  audience.  It  is  proper  however, 
briefly  to  notice  the  origin  and  progress  of  this  infant 
institution.  Sometime  in  November,  1832,  Mr.  Fried- 
lander,  the  respectaale  principal  of  this  school,  came  to 
our  city. 

He  had  been  instructed  in  the  schools  of  Germany, 
Prussia  and  Paris,  and  came  with  the  express  design  of 
founding  an  institution  for  the  blind  in  our  country. 
He  soon  attracted  the  attention  of  several  of  our  be- 
nevolent citizens,  and  through  the  intervention  of  Mr. 
Vaughan,  obtained  a  single  pupil  whom  he  carefully  in- 
structed at  his  own  lodgings.  His  rapid  success  with 
this  pupil  commanded  confidence  in  his  skill  and  fideli- 
ty,  and  in  Jan.  1833,  a  society  was  formed,  contribu- 
tions were  made,  a  board  of  managers  appointed,  and 
subsequently  in  March,  the  school  was  opened.  Under 
great  disadvantages,  a  very  high  degree  of  success  has 
attended  the  institution.  The  pupils  before  you  can 
read,  write,  and  have  a  knowledge  of  arithmetic,  ge- 
ography, music  and  of  several  handicraft  arts.  The  ca- 
pacity of  the  blind  to  receive  and  impart  instruction,  so 
satisfactorily  developed  in  this  institution,  has  been 
known  from  the  earliest  period.  The  transcendant 
powers  of  Homer  and  Milton,  and  the  extraordinary 
attainments  of  Saunderson,  Schoonbergcr  and  others, 
are  familiar  to  this  .audience.  Th;  ability  of  the  blind 
to  attain  eminent  success  in  any  branch  of  science  or 
knowledge  to  which  their  minds  may  be  directed,  has 
its  reason  in  a  correct  analysis  of  the  faculties  of  the 
human  mind.  That  power  of  vision  which  is  the  source 
to  us  of  most  of  our  ideas,  is  at  the  same  time  the  aven- 
ue to  those  distractiivg  thoughts  and  those  fleeting  and 
flitting  images  which  cross  our  minds,  and  prevent  the 
concentration  of  our  powers  upon  the  object  of  mental 
pursuit.  The  blind  are  undisturbed  by  these  confused 
and  transient  images,and  can  direct  their  energies  with 
a  precision  and  singlencM  of  purpose  to  the  object  they 
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seek  to  attain.  It  was  the  Abbe  Hauy  who  established 
the  first  school  for  the  instruction  of  the  blind  at  Paris. 
He  was  attracted  to  this  effort  by  the  extraordinary  at- 
tainments of  a  blind  lady  at  that  time  in  Paris.  It  is 
worthy  of  particularnotice.that  the  first  pupils  of  Hauy 
were  taken  from  the  streets  of  Paris,  where  they  were 
carried  about  by  mountebanks  and  showmen  to  minister 
to  the  pleasures  of  an  idle  populace.  Such  has  frequent- 
ly been  the  degradation  of  the  blind.  Schools  for  t)ie 
blind  were  subsequently  established  in  Russia,  Germany, 
Prussia,  Switzerland,  England, and  recently  in  our  own 
country.  The  most  of  these  schools  ha-ebeen  aided 
by  their  respective  governments.  But  I  forbear  to  de- 
tain you  longer.  Gentlemen  of  the  legislature,  is  not 
this  "Object  worthy  your  patronage?  It  is  not  only  to 
benefit  these  unfortunate,  but  to  render  them  compe- 
tent to  benefit  others,  that  we  invoke  your  aid. 

The  blind,  the  uninstructed,  uneducated  blind,  are 
the  most  helpless  and  dependent  of  all  the  unfortunate. 
The  deaf  and  dumb  can  call  around  him  and  can  feast 
his  eyes  upon  a  thousand  images  of  pleasure.  Not  so 
the  bUnd.  To  him  all  is  darkness  perpetual  and  unmiti- 
gated. To  him  nothing  ever  shines.  He  sympathises 
not  with  the  crowd  around  him,  and  for  the  most  part  is 
a  stranger  to  our  joys.  He  shrinks  into  the  dark  re- 
cesses of  his  own  mind,  and  dreams  in  moody  silence  of 
the  fancied  pleasures  given  so  liberally  to  others;  to  him 
denied.  Despondency.suspicion,  envy,  moroseness  are 
the  characteristics  of  some,  while  others  as  if  in  mad  de- 
fiance,plunge  recklessly  into  vice  and  crime  to  the  deep 
distress  of  their  friends,  and  to  their  own  destruction. 

Who  has  not  sympathised  with  the  dark  and  moody 
solitude  of  the  blind?  that  deep  and  pensive  melancho- 
ly which  sometimes  overwhelms  them,  or  who  may  not 
have  shuddered  at  that  almost  impious  recklessness  with 
■which  they  sometimes  rush  into  gross  and  brutal  sen- 
suality. 

It  is  to  rescue  these  unfortunates  from  such  a  fate,  it 
is  that  you  may  impart  to  them  a  ray  of  that  light  which 
is  from  Heaven,  it  is  that  you  may  remove  the  veil  that 
separates  them  from  tlie  beautiful  and  glorious  objects 
of  creation,  that  we  invoke  your  aid.  You  may  not  in- 
deed restore  their  sight,  but  by  means  of  instruction, 
you  can  open  to  them  anew  world,  impart  to  them  new 
life,  and  shed  upon  their  intellectual  orbs  a  beam, a  flood 
of  light,  which  shall  shine  forever.  This  is  not  fan- 
cy. The  instructed  blind  do  indeed  enter  a  new 
world. 

I  cannot  better  illustrate  this  than  by  relating  an  ac- 
ecdote  of  one  of  these  pupils.  He  is  the  child  of  poor 
parents,  and  was  known  in  his  own  family  by  one  of 
our  estimable  physicians,  as  a  dull  and  melancholy  boy. 
He  was  taken  by  Mr.  Friedlander  without  the  know- 
ledge of  the  physician,  and  after  he  had  received  in- 
struction, and  had  by  rapid  improvement  developed  an 
active  and  intelligent  mind,  he  became  unwell,  and  was 
returned  to  his  family  to  receive  medical  attendance. 
His  physician  was  sent  for,  and  the  boy  received  him 
■with  an  animated  and  happy  face.  Care  and  anxiety 
had  vanished.  Doctor,  said  he  with  great  joy,  I  can 
read,  I  can  write,  I  am  learning  arithmetic  and  music. 
The  Doctor  saw  with  astonishment  and  delight,this  new 
creation.  Gentlemen  of  the  legislature,  you  have  long 
received  the  silent  though  expressive,  praise  and  grati- 
tude of  the  deaf  and  dumb — may  I  not  say  they  have 
spoken  your  praise  to  an  admiring  country. 

Give  to  these  unfortunates  the  light  they  implore  at 
your  hand,  and  they  too  will  sing  your  praise  in  grate 
ful  notes  not  less  expressive  or  less  sincere. 


DEBTS  AND  TAXES  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  PHIL- 
ADELPHIA. 

We  copy  the  following  from  the  daily  papers;  we  do 
not  know  in  which  of  them  it  first  appeared. 

Statement  of  the  debts  and  taxes  of  the  county  of 
Philadelphia,and  the  incorporated  districts  thereof;  and 


also  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  The  taxes  are  for 
1833,  and  the  debts  as  they  stood  on  the  1st  of  Janua- 
ry, 1834. 

Dehts  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia. 

1.  Loans  g251,825  00 

2.  Hoad  damages  25,700  00 

3.  For  the  use  of  the  Board  of  Health         16,128  81 


Total,  §293,653  81 

Taxes  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  including'  state 
tax,  60-100  in  the  glOO  on  real  estate. 

District  of  Spring  Garden. 

Loans,  permanent  140,000  GO 

Tem.porary  32,553  99 

Total  $1/2,553  99 

Taxes — Corporation,  80-100— Lamp  and  watch, 
20-100— County  and  state,  60-100— Poor,  34-100.  To- 
tal, $\  94-100  in  the  §100. 

District  of  the  Northern  Liberties. 
Loans  _  §137,000 

Taxes — Corporation,  60-100 — County  and  state, 
60-100— Poor,  34-100.     Total,  ^1  54-100  in  the  $100. 

District  of  Kensington. 
Debts  about  $70,000 

Taxes — Corporation,  75  100 — County  and  state, 
60-100— Poor,  34-100.     Total,  $1  69-100  in  the  $100. 

Incorporated  Township  of  Moyamensing. 

Loans,  temporary  and  permanent  $48,000 

Taxes— Poor,    40-100— Rnad,    40-100— Lamp    and 

watch,  40  100— Pump,25-100— Schuvlkillwater,20-100 

—County  and  state,60.100.  Total  $2  25-100  in  the  $100. 

District  of  Soutliwark. 
Loans  $130,000 

Taxes — Corporation, 70-100— County  and  state, 60-100 
—Poor,  34-100.     Total,  $1  64-100  in  the  §100. 
The  debt  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia  is 

§2,110,600  00 

The  annual  interest  of  which  is  110,231  00 

The  taxes  are.   City,  75-100— County    and    state, 

60-100— Poor,  34-100.     Total,  §1  69-100  in  the  $100. 


MINT  OF  THE  UNITED   STATES. 

Mint  of  the  United  States.  7 
Philadelphia,  1st  January,  1834.      5 
Sir— 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report  on  the  general 

transactions  of  the  Mint  during  the  last  year. 

The   Coinage  effected  within  that  period  amounts  to 

$3,765,710,  comprising  $978,550  in  gold  coins,  $2,759,- 

000   in  silver,  §28,160   in  copper,    and  consisting  of 

10,307,790  pieces  of  coin,  viz: 

Half  Eagles,         193,630  pieces,  making    §968,150 
Quarter  Eagles         4,160         „  „  10,400 

H.alf  Dollars       5,206,000         „  „  2,603,000 

Quarter  Dollars     156,000        „        „  39,000 

Dimes  485,000        „         „  48,500 

Half  Dimes         1,370,000        „         „  68,500 

Cents  2,739,000        „         „  27,390 

Half  Cents  154,000        „        „  770 


10,307,790  $3,765,710 

Of  the  amount  of  gold  coined  within  the  past  year, 
about  $85,000  were  derived  from  Mexico,  South  Ameri- 
ca and  the  West  Indies;  $12,000  from  Africa;  $868,000 
from  the  gold  region  of  the  United  States,  and  about 
$13,000  from  sources  not  ascertained. 

Of  the  amount  of  gold  of  the  United  States  above 
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mentioned,  about  §5104,000  may  be  stated  to  have  been 
received  from  Virginia,  §!;475,000  from  North  Carolina, 
$66,0U0from  South  Carolina,  ^216,000  from  Georgia, 
and  about  ^7,000  from  Tennessee. 

The  annexed  statement  exhibits  the  quantity  of  g-old 
received  from  the  several  districts  of  the  United  States, 
which  have  thus  far  produced  it  in  quantities  sufficient 
to  be  an  object  of  regard,  commencing'  with  the  year 
1824.  Previously  to  that  period,  gold  hud  been  re- 
ceived at  the  mint  only  from  Nortli  Carolina,  from 
which  quarter  it  was  first  transmitted  for  coinage  in 
1804.  During  the  interval,  however,  fromthat  date  to 
1823  inclusive,  the  average  annual  amount  had  not  ex- 
ceeded ;g2,500. 

In  the  report  of  1st  January  1833,  it  was  remarked 
that  the  quantity  of  gold  of  the  United  States  brought 
to  the  mint  within  die  year  1832,  was  regarded,  accord- 
ing to  estimates  entitled  to  great  respect,  as  not  much 
exceeding  one-half  of  the  quantity  produced  from  the 
mines  within  the  year;  nearly  an  equal  amount  being 
supposed  to  have  been  exported  uncoined,  or  consum- 
ed in  the  Arts.  Nothing  has  since  occurred  to  create  a 
doubt  of  the  correctness  of  that  conjecture.  It  is  al- 
together probable, that  the  remark  is  equally  true  in  re- 
gard to  the  last  year,  and  that  the  amount  of  gold  de- 
rived from  the  Uniteci  States  within  that  period,  has  ex- 
ceeded one  million  and  a  half  of  dollars.  This  sum  it  is 
believed,  is  not  less  than  about  one-fifih  of  the  amount 
of  gold  produced,  within  tiie  same  period,  from  all  oth 
er  sources  in  Europe  and  America,  estimated  according 
to  the  best  authorities. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect 
Your  obedient  serv't 

SAM'L  MOORE. 

The  President  of  the  United  States. 

Statement  of  the  amount  of  gold  produced  annually 
from  the  gold  region  of  the  United  States,  from  the 
year  1824  to  1833  inclusive. 
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DOCUMENTS  RELATING    TO  THE    REMOVAL 
OF    I  HE   DKPOSITS. 

(Continueil  from  vol.  xii.  page  416.) 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  Report  upon  the  subject  of  the  Removal  of  the  Pub- 
lic Deposits  from  the   Bunk  of  the  United  States. — 
December  4,  1833.     Read,  and  laid  upon  the  table. 
TuEASDnr  Department,  '} 
December  3,  1833.      5 
To  the  Hon.  Andrew  Stevenson, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 
Sir:  In  pursuance  of  the  power  reserved  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  by  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,"  I  have  directed  that  the  deposits  of 
the  money  of  the  United  States  shall  not  be  made  in  the 
said  bank  or  branches  thereof,  but  in  ceriain  State 
banks  which  have  been  designated  fur  that  purpose; 
and  I  now  proceed  to  lay  before  Congress  the  reasons 
which  induced  me  to  give  this  order  and  direction. 

The  sixteenth  section  of  the  law  above  mentioned  is 
in  the  following  words:  "And  be  it  further  enacted, that 
the  deposits  of  the  money  of  the  United  States, in  places 
in  which  the  said  bank  and  bianches  thereof  may  be 
established,  shall  be  made  in  said  bank  or  branches 
thereof,  unless  the  Secretary  of  die  Treasury  shall  at 
any  time  otherwise  order  and  direct;  in  which  case,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  immediately  lay  before 
Congress,  if  in  session,  and  if  not,  immediately  after 
the  commencement  of  the  next  session,  the  reasons  of 
such  order  or  direction." 

It  has  been  settled  by  repeated  adjudications,  that  a 
charter  granted  by  a  State  to  a  corporation  like  that  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,is  a  contract  between  the 
sovereignty  which  grants  it,  and  the  Stockholders.  The 
same  principle  must  apply  to  a  charter  granted  by  the 
United  States;  and  consequently  the  act  incorporating 
the  bank  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  contract  between  the 
United  States  of  die  one  part,  and  the  stockholders  of 
the  other;  and  by  the  plain  terms  of  the  contract,  as 
contained  in  the  section  above  quoted,  the  stockholclers 
have  agreed  that  the  power  reserved  to  the  Secretary 
over  the  deposits  shall  not  be  restricted  to  any  particu- 
lar contingencies,  but  be  absolute  and  unconditional, 
as  far  as  their  interests  are  involved  in  the  removal.  The 
order,  therefore,  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  di- 
recting the  public  money  to  be  deposited  elsewhere, 
can  in  no  event  be  regarded  as  a  violation  of  the  con- 
tract with  the  stockholders,  nor  impair  any  right  secur- 
ed to  them  by  the  charter.  The  Treasury  Department 
being  entrusted  with  the  administration  of  the  finances 
of  the  country,  it  was  always  the  duty  of  the  Secretary, 
in  the  absence  of  any  legislative  provision  on  the  sub- 
ject, to  take  care  that  the  public  money  was  deposited 
in  safe  keeping,  in  the  hands  of  faithful  agents,  and  in 
convenient  places,  ready  to  be  applied  according  to  the 
wants  of  the  Government.1  he  law  incorporating  the  bank 
has  reserved  to  him, in  its  full  extent,  the  power  he  be- 
fore possessed.  It  does  not  confer  on  him  a  new  power, 
but  reserves  to  him  his  former  authority  without  any 
new  limitation.  The  obligation  to  assign  the  reasons 
for  his  direction  to  deposit  the  money  of  the  United 
States  elsewhere,  cannot  be  considered  as  a  restriction 
of  the  power,  because  the  right  of  the  Secretary  to  de- 
signate the  place  of  deposit  was  always  necessarily  sub- 
ject to  the  control  of  Congress.  And  as  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  presides  over  one  of  the  Executive  De- 
partments of  the  Government,  and  i>is  power  over  this 
subject  forms  a  part  of  the  executive  duties  of  his  of- 
fice, the  manner  in  which  it  is  exercised  must  be  sub- 
ject to  the  supervision  ofthe  officer  to  whom  the  consti- 
tution has  confided  the  whole-  executive  power,  and  has 
required  to  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  execut- 
ed. 

The  fiiith  of  the  United  States  is,  however,  pledged, 
according  to  the  terms  ofthe  section  above  quoted.that 
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the  public  money  shall  be  deposited  in  this  bank,  "un- 
less the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  otherwise  order 
and  direct."  And  as  this  ai^'reement  has  been  entered 
into  by  Congress  in  belialfof  tlie  Urilied  States,  the 
place  of  deposit  could  not  be  chang-ed  by  a  legislative 
act,  without  disregarding-  a  pledge  which  the  Legisla- 
ture has  given;  and  the  money  of  the  United  States 
must,  therefore,  continue  to  be  deposited  in  the  bank 
until  the  last  hour  of  its  existence,  unless  it  shall  be 
otherwise  ordered  by  tlie  authority  mentioned  in  the 
charter.  The  power  over  the  place  of  deposit  for  the 
public  money  would  seem  properly  to  belong  to  t!ie  Le- 
gislative Department  of  tlie  Government.  And  it  is 
difficult  to  imagine  why  the  authoiity  to  withdraw  it 
from  this  bank  was  confided  exclusively  to  the  Execu- 
tive. But  the  terms  of  the  charter  appear  to  be  too 
plain  to  admit  of  question.  And  althougli  Congress 
should  be  sali.sfied  that  the  public  money  was  not  safe 
in  the  care  of  tlie  bank,  or  should  be  convinced  that  the 
interests  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  imperiously 
demanded  the  removal,  yet  tlie  passage  of  a  law  direct- 
ing it  to  be  done  would  be  a  breach  of  the  agreement 
into  which  they  have  entered. 

Assuming  this  to  be  the  true  construction  of  the  char- 
ter of  the  bank,  it  must  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  withdraw  the  deposits  of  the  public 
money  from  that  institution,  whenever  the  change 
would,  in  any  degree,  promote  the  public  interest.  It 
is  not  necessary  that  the  deposits  should  be  unsafe, 
in  order  to  justify  the  removal.  The  authority  to  re- 
move is  not  limited  to  such  a  contingency.  The  bank 
may  be  perfectly  solvent.and  prepared  to  meet  prompt- 
ly all  demands  upon  it;  it  may  have  been  faithful  in  the 
performance  of  its  duties,  and  yet  the  public  interest 
may  require  the  deposits  to  be  withdrawn.  And  as  that 
cannot  be  done  without  the  action  of  this  department, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  would  betray  the  trust 
confided  to  him,  if  he  did  not  cause  the  deposits  to  be 
made  elsewhere,  whenever  tlie  change  would  advance 
the  public  interests  or  convenience.  The  safety  of  the 
deposits,  the  ability  of  the  bank  to  meets  its  engage- 
ments, its  fidelity  in  the  performance  of  its  obligations, 
are  only  a  part  of  the  considerations  by  which  his 
judgment  must  be  guided.  The  general  interest  and 
convenience  of  the  people  must  regulate  his  conduct. 

The  principle  was  distinctly  asserted  by  Mr.  Craw- 
ford, when  he  was  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  soon 
after  the  bank  obtained  its  charter.  In  a  postscript  to 
his  letter  to  the  President  of  the  Mechanics'  Bank,  of 
New  York,  dated  February  13,  ISir,  he  says,  "  The 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  always  be  disposed  to 
support  the  credit  of  the  State  banks.'and  will,  invaria- 
bly, direct  transfers  from  the  deposits  of  the  public  mo- 
ney, in  aid  of  their  legitimate  exertions  to  maintain  their 
credit.  But  as  the  proposition  of  the  Bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  excludes  the  idea  of  pressure  on  its  part,  no 
measure  of  that  nature  appears  to  be  necessary  at  this 
time.  Other  passages  in  the  correspondence  of  Mr. 
Crawford  with  the  banks,  about  the  period  above  men- 
tioned might  be  referred  to,equally  indicating  the  same 
opinion;  and,  at  that  day,  no  doubt  seems  to  have  been 
entertained  ofthe  power  <jr  of  the  duty  of  the  Secretary, 
in  relation  to  this  subject.  It  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  then  even  suggested  that  the  right  of  removal  de- 
pended on  the  solvency  of  the  bank,  or  the  safety  of 
the  public  money  committed  to  its  custody;  on  the  con- 
trary, in  the  passage  above  quoted,  the  superior  safety 
ofthe  State  banks  is  by  no  means  regarded  as  necessa- 
ry to  give  him  the  right  to  muke  the  transfer  to  them; 
for  he  declares  that  he  will  give  the  deposits  to  the 
State  banks,  on  account  of  their  weakness,  and  to  pro- 
tect them  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  if,  by 
means  of  its  superior  strength,  it  sought  to  oppress 
them.  Nor  can  any  distinction  be  taken  between  the 
transfer  of  a  part,  and  the  transfer  of  the  whole  sum 
remaining  on  deposit.  The  language  of  the  charter  re- 
cognizes no  Buch  distinction;  and  the  principle  asserted 


by  Mr.  Crawford  would  have  led  him  to  the  removal  of 
the  whole  amount  of  the  public  money  to  the  State 
banks,  if  a  pressure  on  the  part  ofthe  Bank  of  the 
United  States  had  rendered  such  a  measure  necessary, 
in  order  to  support  the  State  banks  "in  their  legitimate 
exertions  lo  maintain  their  credit." 

The  language  of  the  law,  therefore,  and  the  usage 
and  practice  of  the  government  under  it,  established 
the  following  princii  les: 

1st.  That  the  power  of  removal  was  intended  to  be 
reserved  exclusivtrly  to  the  Secretary  ofthe  I  i-easury, 
and  that,  according  to  the  stipulations  in  the  charter, 
Congre.ss  could  not  direct  it  to  be  done. 

2d.  That  the  power  reserved  to  the  Secretary  ofthe 
Treasury  does  not  depend  for  its  exercise  merely  on 
the  safety  ofthe  public  money  in  the  hands  of  the  bank, 
nor  upon  the  fidelity  with  v\  hich  it  has  conducted  it- 
self; but  he  has  the  right  to  remove  the  deposits,  and  it 
is  his  duty  to  remove  them  whenever  the  public  inter- 
est or  convenience  will  be  promoted  by  the  change. 

Taking  these  two  principles  as  unquestionable,  1  pro- 
ceed to  state  the  reasons  which  induced  me  to  believe 
that  it  was  necessary  for  the  interest  and  convenience 
ofthe  people  that  the  Bank  ofthe  United  States  should 
cease  to  be  the  depository  of  the  public  money. 

The  charter  of  the  bank,  will  expire,  according  to 
the  existing  law  on  the  subject,  on  the  3d  of  March, 
1836;  and  f'or  two  years  after  the  termin.ation  of  the 
charter,  it  is  authorized  to  use  the  corporate  name  for 
the  final  settlement  and  liquidation  ofthe  affairs  and  ac- 
counts ofthe  corporation,  and  for  the  sale  and  disposi- 
tion of  their  estate,  but  not  for  any  other  purpose.  It  is 
the  duty  of  the  Executive  Departments  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  exercise  the  powers  conferred  on  them,  and  to 
regulate  the  discretion  confided  to  them,  according  to 
the  existing  laws;  and  they  cannot  be  allowed  to  spec- 
ulate on  the  chances  of  future  changes,  by  the  legisla- 
tive authority.  Perhaps  there  may  be  cases  in  which 
the  discretion  vested  in  an  Executive  Department 
might,  with  propriety,  be  in  some  degree  influenced  by 
the  expectation  of  future  legislation;  but  they  must  be 
cases  in  which  the  principles  of  justice,  or  the  public 
interests,  manifestly  call  for  an  alteration  of  the  law;  or 
where  some  expres^sion  of  the  public  opinion  has  strong- 
ly indicated  that  a  change  will  probably  be  made.  But 
where  nothing  of  this  kind  exists,  an  Executive  officer 
ofthe  Government  is  not  authorized  to  regukte  a  dis- 
cretion which  the  law  has  entrusted  to  him,  upon  the 
assumption  that  the  law  will  be  changed. 

In  deciding  upon  the  course  which  it  was  my  duty  to 
pursue  in  relation  to  the  deposits,  1  did  not  feel  myself 
justified  in  anticipating  the  renewal  of  the  charter  on 
either  of  the  above  mentioned  grounds.  It  is  very  evi- 
dent that  the  bank  has  no  claim  to  renewal  founded  on 
the  justice  of  Congress.  For,  independently  of  the  ma- 
ny serious  and  insurmountable  objections  which  its  own 
conduct  has  furnished,  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  the 
grant  to  this  corporation,  of  exclusive  privileges,  at  the 
expense  of  the  rest  of  the  community  for  twenty  years, 
can  give  it  a  right  to  demand  tlie  still  further  enjoyment 
of  its  profitable  monopoly.  Neither  could  I  act  upon 
the  assumption  that  the  public  interest  required  the  re- 
charter  ofthe  bank;  because  I  am  firmly  persuaded  that 
the  law  which  created  this  corporation  in  many  of  its 
provisions  isviot  warranted  by  the  constitution;  and  that 
the  existence  of  such  a  powerful  moneyed  monopoly  is 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  ofthe  people,  and  to  the  pu- 
rity of  our  political  institutions. 

The  manifestations  of  public  opinion,  instead  of  being 
favorable  to  a  renewal,  have  been  decidedly  to  the  con- 
trary. And  I  have  always  regarded  the  result  of  the 
last  election  of  President  of  the  United  States  as  the 
declaration  of  a  majority  of  the  people  that  the  ch.arter 
ought  not  to  be  renewed.  It  is  not  necessary  to  state 
here  what  is  now  a  matter  of  history.  The  question  of 
the  renewal  ofthe  charter  was  introduced  into  the  elec- 
tion by  the  corporation  itself.    Its  voluntary  application 
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to  Congress  for  the  renewal  of  its  charter  four  years  be- 
fore itexpu-ed,  and  upon  the  eve  of  the  election  of  Pre- 
sident, was  understood  on  all  sides  as  bringing  foward 
that  question  for  incidental  decision  at  the  then  ap- 
proaching election.  It  was  accordingly  argued  on  both 
sides  before  tlie  tribunal  of  the  people,  and  their  ver- 
dict pronounced  against  the  bank  by  the  election  of  the 
candidate  who  was  known  to  have  been  always  inflexi- 
bly opposed  to  it. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  could  not  have  been 
justified,  upon  eitlier  of  the  grounds  above  mentioned, 
in  anticipating  any  change  in  the  existing  laws  in  rela- 
tion to  the  bank;  and  as  the  act  of  Congress  which  cre- 
ated the  corporation,  limits  its  duration  to  the  3d  of 
March,  1836,  it  became  my  duty,  as  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  executing  the  trust  confided  to  me  under 
the  law,  to  look  to  that  period  of  time  as  the  termina- 
tion of  its  corporate  existence.  I  had  no  sufficient 
grounds  for  presuming  that  the  law  would  be  altered  in 


assumption  that  this  corporation  would  not  continue  in 
being  after  the  time  above  specified.  And  in  this  stale 
of  things,  without  any  reference  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  bank  had  conducted  itself,  it  became  necessary  to 
decide  whether  tlie  deposits  ought  to  remain  in  the 
bank  until  the  end  of  its  corporate  life,  or  be  removed  at 
some  earlier  period.  In  forming  my  opinion  on  this 
subject,  I  could  only  inquire  wliich  of  these  measures 
would  most  conduce  to  the  public  good 


at  that  time  to  provide  a  substitute  which  would  ward 
off  the  evil.  The  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  in  circulation  on  the  2d  of  September  last,  which 
was  the  date  of  the  latest  return  before  me,  wlien  the  or- 
derfor  removal  was  given,  amounted  to  ,*j^  18,4 13, 287  07, 
scattered  in  every  part  of  the  United  Slates.  And  if  a 
safe  and  sound  currency  were  immediately  provided,  on 
the  termination  of  the  charter,  to  take  the  place  of  these 
notes,  it  would  still  require  time  to  bring  it  into  general 
use,  and,  in  the  interim,  the  people  would  be  subjected 
to  all  tlie  inconveniences  and  losses  which  necessarily 
arise  from  an  imsound  state  of  the  currency.  The  evfl 
would  be  so  great,  and  the  distress  so  general,  that  it 
might  even  compel  Congress  against  its  wishes  to  rechar- 
ter  the  bank  And  perhaps  more  effectual  means  could 
hardly  be  devised  for  ensuring  the  renewal  of  the  char- 
ter. It  is  evident  that  a  state  of  things  so  much  to  be 
deprecated  can  only  be  avoided  by  timely  preparation; 
and  the  continuance  of  the  deposits  can  only  be  justified 
fhis  respect  by  future  legislation,  and  a  new  charter  be  I  by  the  determination  to  renew  the  charter.  The  State 
granted  to  the  bank.  It  was,  therefore,  incumbent  up-  banks  can,  I  have  no  doubt,  furnish  a  general  circulat- 
■  I  discharging  my  official  duties,  to  act  upon  the    ing  medium,  quite  as  uniform  in  value  as  that  which  has 

been  afforded  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  State.  Proba- 
bly more  so.  For  it  is  well  known  that  in  some  of  the 
cities  the  branches  of  the  bank  liave  been  in  !he  liabit, 
whenever  they  thought  proper,  of  refusing  to  honor  the 
notes  of  their  own  bank,  payable  at  other  branches, 
when  they  were  not  oflered  in  discharge  of  a  debt  due 
to  the  United  States.  But  a  currency  founded  on  the 
nolesof  State  banks  could  not  be  suddenly  substituted 
for  that  heretofore  furnished  by  the  Bank  of  the  United 
It  is  obvious  that  the  interests  of  the  country  would  States,  and  take  the  place  of  it,  at  the  same  moment,  in 
..       _.    ..__ii :..! ii,_,i !.___c*u_ u    I i,.r*u~ir., ; —        T.;„^r.^^. .^.;,,i.u«.+i.„-.i 


not  be  promoted  by  permitting  the  deposites  of  the  pub 
lie  money  to  continue  in  the  bank  until  its  chaiter  ex- 
pired. Judging  from  the  past,  it  is  highly  probable 
that  they  will  always  amount  to  several  millions  of  dol- 
lars. It  would  evidently  produce  serious  inconvenience, 
if  such  a  large  sum  were  left  in  possession  of  the  bank 
until  the  last  moment  of  its  existence,  and  then  be  sud- 
denly withdrawn,  when  its  immense  circulation  is  re- 
turning upon  it  to  be  redeemed,  and  its  private  deposi- 
tors removing  their  funds  into  other  institutions.  The 
ability  of  the  bank,  under  such  circumstances,  to  be 
prompt  in  its  payments  to  the  Government,  may  well  b 


every  part  of  the  Union.     It  is  essential  that  the  change 
should  be  gradual,  and  sufficient  time  should  be  allow-  ' 
ed  to  suffer  it  to  make  its  way  by   the    ordinary  opera- 
tions of  commerce,  without  requiring  a  hasty  and  violent 
effort. 

In  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  would  be  highly  injudi- 
cious to  suffer  the  deposits  to  remain  in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  until  the  close  of  its  corporate  existence. 
And  as  they  cannot  be  withdrawn  without  the  action  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  it  must  unavoidably  be- 
come his  duty,  at  some  period  of  time,  to  exercise  the 
power  of  removal.      Laying  aside,  therefore,   fur  the 


doubted,  even  if  the  ultimate  safety  of  the  deposits  j  present,  all  the  considerations  which  the  misconduct  of 
eould  be  relied  upon.  Besides,  the  principal  circulating  the  bank  has  furnished,  the  question  presented  to  this 
medium  now  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  and  the  one  department  was,  how  long  could  the  removal  be  delay- 
most  commonly  used  in  the  exchange  between  distant  ed  consistently  with  the  public  interests?  It  is  a  ques- 
places,  consists  of  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  tion  of  time  only.  The  duty  must  be  performed  at  some 
States,  and  its  numerous  branches.  The  sudden  with-  period,  and  could  not  be  altogether  omitted,  without 
drawal  of  its  present  amount  of  circulation,  or  its  sudden  i  justly  incurring  a  heavy  responsibility  to  the  community 
depreciation  before  any  other  sound  and  convenient  cur-  1  for  all  the  consequences  that  might  follow.     And  it  is. 


rency  was  substituted  for  it,  would  certainly  produce 
extensive  evils,  and  be  sensibly  felt  among  all  classes  of 
society. 

It  is  well  understood  that  the  superior  credit  hereto- 
fore enjoyed  by  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  was  not  founded  on  any  particular  confidence  in 
its  management  or  solidity.  It  was  occasioned  altogelh 


I  think,  apparent  that  the  measure  was  delayed  as  long 
as  was  compatible  with  the  interest  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States. 

The  monthly  statement  of  the  bank,  of  the  2d  Sep- 
tember last,  before. referred  to,  shows  th.it  the  notes  of 
the  bank  and  its  branches,  then  in  circulation,  amount- 
ed to  gl8,413,287  07,  and  that  its  discounts  amounted 


er  by  the  agreement  on  behalf  of  the  public,  in  the  act  i  to  the  sum  of  ^62,653,359  59.  I  he  immense  circula- 
of  incorporation,  to  receive  them  in  all  payments  to  the  I  tion  above  stated,  pervading  every  part  of  the  United 
United  States;  and  it  was  this  pledge  on  the  part  of  the  I  Sti.tes,  and  most  commonly  used  in  the  business  of  coin- 
Government  which  gave  general  currency  to  the  notes  merce  between  distant  places,  must  all  be  withdrawn 
payable  at  remote  branches.  The  same  engagement  in  from  circulation  when  the  charter  expires.  If  any  of  the 
favor  of  any  other  moneyed  institution  would  give  its  notes  then  remain  in  the  hands  of  individuals,  remote 
notes  equal  credit,  and  make  them  equally  convenient  from  the  branches  at  which  they  are  payable,  their  im- 
for  the  purposes  of  commerce.  But  this  obligation  on  I  mediate  depreciation  will  subject  the  holders  to  certain 
the  part  of  the  United  States  will  ce.ise  on  the  3d  of  j  loss.  Those  payable  in  the  principal  commercial  cities 
March,  1836,  when  the  charter  expires;  and  .as  soon  as  I  would,  perhaps,  retain  nearly  their  nominal  value;  but 
this  happens,  all  the  out-standing  notes  of  the  bank  will  j  this  would  not  be  the  case  with  the  notes  of  the  interior 
lose  the  peculiar  value  they  now  possess:  and  the  notes  I  branches,  remote  from  the  great  marts  of  trade.  And 
payable  at  distant  places  become  as  much  depreciated  the  statements  of  the  bank  will  show  that  a  great  part 
M  the  notes  of  local  banks.  And  if  in  the  mean  time,  of  its  circulation  is  composed  of  notes  of  this  descrip- 
no  other  currency  is  substituted  in  its  place  by  common  tion.  The  bank  would  seem  to  have  taken  pains  to  in- 
consent,  it  is  easy  to  foresee  the  extent  of  the  embar  i  troducc  into  common  use  such  a  description  of  paper  as 
lassmant  which  would  be  caused  by  the  sudden  derange-  it  could  depreciate,  or  raise  to  its  par  value,  as  best 
ment  of  the  circulating  medium.     It  would  be  too  late  )  suited  its  own  views;  and  it  is  of  the  fii-st  importance  to 
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the  interests  of  the  public  that  these  notes  should  all  be  and  it  was  proper  that  time  should  be  allowed  them  to 
taken  out  of  circulation,  before  they  depreciate  in  the  [  make  arrangements  with  one  another  throughout  the 
hands  of  the  individuals  who  hold  them;  and  they  ought  coiintry,  in  order  that  they  might  perform  their  duties 
to  be  withdrawn  gradually,  and  their  places  supplied,  as  !  in  concert,  and  in  a  manner  that  would  be  convenient 
they  retire,  by  the  currency  which  will  become  the  sub-  1  and  acceptable  to  the  public.  It  was  essential  that  a 
stitute  for  them.  How  long  will  it  require,  for  the  or-  !  change  so  important  in  its  character,  and  so  extensive  in 
dinary  operations  of  commerce,  and  tiie  reduction  of :  its  operation  upon  the  financial  concerns  of  the  country, 
discounts  by  the  bank,  to  withdraw  the  amount  of  cir-  I  should  not  be  introduced  without  timely  preparation, 
culition  before  mentioned,  without  giving  a  shock  to  There  was  noihing  in  this  proceeding,  nor  in  the  condi- 
the  currency,  or  producing  a  distressing  pressure  on  the  '  tion  of  the  bank,  which  should  at  that  time  have  produ- 
community?  I  am  convinced  that  the  time  which  re  !  ced  a  sudden  and  entire  change  of  its  p  dicy.  For,  in 
mained  for  the  charter  to  run,  afier  the  1st  of   October,  I  addition  to   the  ordinary  receipts  from  bonds  given  on 


(the  day  on  which  the  first  order  for  removal  took  ef- 
fect,) was  not  more  tlian  was  proper  to  accomplish  the 
object  with  safety  to  the  commun  itv.     And  if  it  had  d 


account  of  previous  importations,  the  season  was  at 
hand  when  the  cash  duties  on  woollens  might  well  be 
expected  to  be  very   productive,  and  from  these  two 


pended  upon  my  judgment  at  an  earlier  period,  I  should  |  sources  the  receipts  from  the  customs  were  in  fict  unu 

have  preferred   and  should  have  taken  a   longer  time.  "     "  "  "     '  

Enough,  however,  is  yet  left,  provided  no  measures  are 
adopted  by  the  bank  for  thepurpo^ie  of  inflicting  unne- 
cessary suffering  upon  the  country.  Apart  therefore 
from  any  considerations  arising  out  of  the  conduct  of  the 
bank,  and  looking  merely  to  the  near  approach  of  the 
day  when  it  would  cease  to  exist,  the  withdrawal  of  the 
deposits  appeared  to  be  required  by  the  public  interest, 
at  the  time  when  the  first  order  for  removal  was  given 
by  this  department, 

This  opinion  is  confirmed  by  the  ground  taken  In  fa- 
vor of  the  renewal  of  the  charter;  at  December  session, 
1831.  It  was  then  urged  that  the  short  period  which 
yet  remained  of  its  corporate  existence,  and  the  neces- 
sity of  preparing  to  wind  up  its  concerns,  if  the  charter 
was  not  to  be  renewed,  made  it  proper  that  the  question 
should  at  once  be  decided.  Very  little  more  than  half 
of  that  time  yet  remains.  And  although  I  do  not  con- 
cur in  the  opinions  then  expressed,  and  believe  that  the 
application  was  ill-limed  and  premature,  yet  the  argu- 
ments then  relied  on,  by  many  whose  judgment  is  enti- 
tled to  respect,  afford  strong  grounds  for  cmcluding 
that  the  me:isure  now  adopted  is  not  objectionable  on 
the  score  of  time;  and  that  if  the  deposits  were  not  to 
continue  in  the  bank  until  the  termination  of  its  charter, 
their  withdrawal  could  not  with  propriety  be  longer  de- 
layed. 

There  is,  however,  another  view  of  the  subject,  which, 
in  my  opinion,  made  it  impossible  further  to  postpone 
the  removal.  About  the  1st  of  December,  1832,  it  had 
been  ascertained  that  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  was 
re-elected,  and  that  his  decision  against  the  bank  had 
thus  been  sanctioned  by  the  people.  At  that  time  the 
discounts  of  the  bank  amounted  to  ^61,571, 625  66. 
Although  the  issue  which  the  bank  took  so  much  pains 
to  frame  had  now  been  tried,  and  the  decision  pronounc- 
ed against  it,  yet  no  steps  were  taken  to  prepare  for  its 
approaching  end.  On  the  contrary,  it  proceeded  to  en- 
large its  discounts,  and,  on  the  2d  of  August,  1833,  they 
amounted  to  g64, 160,349  14,  being  an  increase  of 
rtiore  than  two  and  a  half  millions  in  the  eight  months 
immediately  following  the  decision  against  tliem.  And 
so  far  from  preparing  to  arrange  its  affairs  with  a  view 
to  wind  up  its  business,  it  seemed,  from  this  course  of 
conduct,  to  be  the  design  of  the  bank  to  put  itself  in 
such  an  attitude,  that  at  the  close  of  its  charter,  the 
country  would  be  compelled  tosubmit  to  its  renewal,  or 
to  bear  all  the  consequences  of  a  currency  suddenly  de- 
ranged, and  also  a  severe  pressure  for  the  immense  out- 
standing claims  which  would  then  be  due  to  the  corpo- 
ration. While  the  bank  was  thus  proceeding  to  enlarge 
its  discounts,  an  agent  was  appointed  by  tlie  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  inquire  upon  what  terms  the  State 
banks  would  undertake  to  perform  the  services  to  the 
Government  which  have  heretofore  been  rendered  by 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  and  also  to  asccrtni'n 
their  condition  in  four  of  the  principal  commercial  cities, 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  department  to  judge 
whether  they  would  be  safe  and  convenient  depositories 
for  the  public  money.  It  was  deemed  necessary  that 
suitable  fiscal  agents  should  be  prepared  in  due  season 


lly  large,  and  the  amount  of  the  public  deposits  in 
the  bank  proportionably  heavy.  The  capacity  of  the 
bank,  therefore,  at  this  time,  to  afford  facilities  to  com- 
merce, was  not  only  equal,  but  greatly  superior  to  what 
it  had  been  for  some  time  before;  and  the  nature  of  the 
inquiry  made  of  the  State  banks,  confined  as  it  was  to 
the  four  principal  commercial  cities,  showed  that  the 
immediate  withdrawal  of  the  entire  deposis  from  the 
bank,  so  as  to  distress  it,  was  not  contemplated.  And 
if  any  apprehensions  to  the  contrary  were  felt  by  the 
bank,  an  inquiry  at  this  department  would  no  doubt 
have  been  promptly  and  satisfactorily  answered.  And 
certainly  it  was  the  duty  of  the  bank,  before  it  adopted 
a  course  oppressive  to  the  whole  country,  to  be  sure  of 
the  ground  on  which  it  acted.  It  can  never  be  justified 
for  inflicting  a  public  injury,  by  alleging  mistaken  opin- 
ions of  its  own,  when  the  means  of  obtaining  information, 
absolutely  certain,  were  so  obviously  within  its  reach. 
The  change  was  already  designed  to  be  gradual,  and  the 
conduct  of  the  bank  itself  has  since  compelled  me  to  re- 
move a  portion  of  the  deposits  earlier  than  was  original- 
ly intended.  There  was  nothing,  therefore,  in  the  in- 
quiry before  mentioned,  nor  in  the  views  of  the  Exe- 
cutive Department,  nor  in  the  condition  of  the  bank, 
which  justified  a  sudden  and  oppressive  change  in  its 
policy. 

The  situation  of  the  mercantile  claims  also  rendered 
the  usual  aids  of  the  bank  more  than  ever  necessary  to 
sustain  them  in  their  business.     Their  bonds  for  previ- 
ous importations  were,  as  before  stated,  constantly  be- 
coming due,  and  heavy  cash  duties  were  almost  daily  to 
be  paid.     The  demands  of  the  public  upon  those  engag- 
ed in  commerce    were  consequently  unusually   large, 
and  they  had  a  jusi  claim  to  the  most  liberal  indulgence 
from  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  Government,  which  had  for 
so  many  years  been  reaping  harvests  of  profits  from  the 
deposits  of  the  public  money.     But  the  bank  about  this 
time  changed  its  course. 
By  the  monthly  statement  of  the  bank, 
dated  2d  August,  1833,    it    appears 
that  its  loans  and  domestic  bills  of  ex- 
change,    purchased    and  on  hand, 
amounted  to  ^64,160,349  14 

By  the  monthly  statement  of  the  2d  of 
September,  18.33,  they  appear  to 
have  been  62,653,359  59 

By  that  of  the  2d  October,   1833,  they 

were  60,094,202  93 


Ueduction  in  two  months 

By  the  same  papers  it  appears  that  the 
public  deposits  including  those  for 
the  redemption  of  the  pi;blic  debt, 
the  'l"reasurer's,and  those  of  the  pub- 
lic offices,  were  in  August 
September  . 

October 


S4,066,146  21 


7,599,931  47 
9,182,1/3  18 
9.868,435  58 


Inc'se  of  the  public  deposits  in  2  months  §2,268, 504  11 
Total  amount  collec'd  from  the  commu'y  $6,334,650  32 


1834.] 


DOCUMENTS  RELATING  TO  THE  REMOVAT-  OF  THE  DEPOSITS. 


T3 


Thus  upwards  oF  six  millions  of  dollars  were  with- 
drawn from  the  business  of  the  country  by  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  in  tlie  cnurse  of  two  months.  Tills, 
of  itstlt,  must  have  pi'oduced  a  pressure  on  the  money 
market,  i.ffecting  all  commercial  transactions.  Butthe 
curtailment  jn  the  bank  accommodations  of  the  commu- 
nity was  much  larger.  'I'he  policy  adopted  by  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  compelled  the  State  banks  to  take 
the  same  course  in  self  defence;  and  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  appears  to  have  resorted  to  the  expe- 
dient of  drawing-  from  the  State  banks  the  balances  due, 
in  specie,  and  to  have  hoarded  up  the  article  in  its  own 
vaults. 

In  August,  1833,  that  bank  had  in  spe- 
cie .  .         $10,023,677  38 
September           .                 .  10,207,649  20 
October                         .                 .  10,663,441  51 


Showing  an   increase  of  specie  in  two 

months,  of  $639,764  13 


This  suin,  it  is  believed,  was  chiefly  drawn  from  the 
State  banks.  To  fortify  themselves,  those  banks  were 
compelled  to  call  on  their  debtors,  and  curtail  their  ac- 
commodations; and  also  a  large  proportion  of  these  calls 
is  always  paid  in  their  own  notes,  that,  to  obtain 
$100,000  in  specie,  they  are  probably  obliged  to  call 
for  four  or  five  times  that  amount.  To  replace  the 
specie  taken  from  them  by  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  provide  for  their  own  safety,  the  State 
banks,  therefore,  must  have  curtailed  from  two  to  three 
millions  of  dollars.  On  the  whole,  it  is  a  fair  estimate, 
that  the  collections  from  the  community  during  those 
two  months,  without  any  corresponding  return,  did  not 
fall  much  short  of  nine  millions  of  dollars.  As  might 
have  been  expected,  complaints  of  a  pressure  upon  the 
money  market  were  heard  from  every  quarter.  The 
balances  due  from  the  State  banks  had,  during  the  same 
time,  increased  from  g368,969  98  to  2,288,573  19;  and, 
from  the  uncertain  policy  of  the  bank,  it  was  appre- 
hended they  might  suddenly  be  called  for  in  specie. 
The  State  banks,  so  far  from  being  able  to  relieve  the 
community,  found  themselves  under  the  necessity  of 
providing  for  their  own  safet\'. 

A  very  large  proportion  of  the  collections  of  the  bank 
in  August  and  September,  were  in  Philadelphia,  New 
\ork,  and  Boston. 
In  August  and  September, 
the    curtailment  in  Phila- 
delphia was  $195,548  69 
Increase  of  public  deposits       646,846   80 


Actual  collections  by  the  bank 
Increase  of  public  deposits 

in  New  York  1,396,597  24 

Deduct  increase  of  loans  331,295  38 


842,395  49 


Actualcollectionsby  the  bank  1,065,301  86 

Curtailments  in  Boston  717,264  45 

Increase  of  public  deposits        48,069  88 


765,334  33 


Actual  collections  by  the  bank 


Total  collections  In  the  three  cities,     g2, 673,031  68 

It  will  be  perceived  that  it  was  solely  through  the 
increase  of  the  public  deposits  that  the  b mk  raised  ba- 
lances against  the  State  banks  in  New  York,  and  was 
placed  in  a  situation  to  take  from  them,  at  its  pleasure, 
large  sums  in  specie.  And  when  it  is  considered  that 
those  curtailments  and  collections  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  necessarily  compelled  the  State  banks  to 
curtail  also,  we  shall  be  at  no  loss  to  perceive  the  cause 
of  the  pressure  which  existed  in  the  commercial  cities 
about  the  end  of  the  month  of  September.  It  was  im- 
possible that  the  commercial  commimity  could  have  sus- 
tained itself  much  longer  under  such  a  policy.  In  the 
Vol.  XIII,  10 


!  two  succeeding  months,  the  collections  of  the  bank 
,  would  probably  have  exceeded  five  millions  more,  and 
I  the  State  banks  would  have  been  obliged  to  ciu'tail  in 
an  eq\u\l  sum.  The  reduction  of  bank  accommodations 
I  to  the  amount  of  nineteen  millions  of  dollars  in  four 
j  months,  must  have  almost  put  an  end  to  trade;  and  be- 
fore the  1st  of  October  this  pressure  in  the  principal 
commercial  cities  had  become  so  intense,  that  it  could 
not  have  been  endured  much  longer  without  the  most 
serious  embari'assments.  It  was  then  dally  increasing; 
and  from  the  best  information  I  have  been  able  to  ob- 
tain, I  am  persuaded  that  if  the  public  moneys  receiv- 
ed for  revenue  had  continued  to  be  deposited  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  for  two  months  longer,  and 
it  had  adhered  to  the  oppressive  system  of  policy  which 
it  pursued  during  the  two  preceding  months,  a  wide- 
spread scene  of  bankruptcy  and  ruin  must  have  follow- 
ed. There  was  no  alternative,  therefore,  for  the  Trea- 
sury Department,  but  to  act  at  once,  or  abandon  the 
object  altogether.  Duties  of  the  highest  character 
would  not  permit  the  latter  course,  and  I  did  not  hesi- 
tate promptly  to  resort  to  the  former, 

I  have  stated  the  condition  of  the  mercantile  classes 
at  the  time  of  the  removal,  to  explain  why  it  was  im- 
possible to  postpone  it  even  for  a  .short  period.  Under 
other  circumstances,  I  should  have  been  disposed  to 
direct  the  removal  to  take  effect  at  a  distant  day,  so  as 
to  give  Congress  an  opportunity  of  prescribing,  in  the 
mean  time,  the  places  of  deposit,  and  of  regulating  the 
securities  proper  to  be  taken.  It  is  true  that  the  power 
given  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  remove  the 
deposits  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  necessarily 
carries  with  it  the  right  to  select  the  places  where  they 
shall  afterwards  be  made.  The  power  of  removal  can- 
not be  exercised  without  placing  them  elsewhere;  and 
the  right  to  select  is,  therefore,  contained  in  the  right 
to  remove.  It  is  also  true  that,  in  my  judgment,  as 
has  already  been  stated,  the  public  interest  would  have 
been  advanced  if  the  cliange  had  taken  place  at  an  ear- 
lier peri(id.  Yet  as  a  few  months  would,  in  ordinary 
times,  have  made  no  very  serious  difference,  and  the 
removal  had  already  been  delayed  imtll  the  meeting  of 
Congress  was  approaching,  I  should  have  preferred  ex- 
ecuting the  measure  in  a  manner  that  wotild  have  ena- 
bled the  Legislature  to  act  on  the  subject  in  advance  of 
the  actual  removal,  if  it  had  deemed  it  proper  to  do  so. 
But  the  conduct  of  the  bank  left  me  no  choice,  except 
between  the  immediate  removal  and  its  final  rehnquish- 
ment.  For,  if  the  measure  had  then  been  suspended, 
to  be  resumed  at  a  future  time,  it  was  in  the  power  of 
the  bank  to  produce  the  same  evil  whenever  it  was  again 
attempted.  Putting  aside,  therefore,  from  the  view  of 
the  subject  which  I  am  now  presenting,  all  the  induce- 
ments which  grew  out  of  the  misconduct  of  the  bank, 
and  regarding  only  its  approaching  end,  and  the  inten- 
sity of  the  pressure  it  was  then  producing.no  further  de- 
lay was  admissible. 

The  facts  and  reasons  above  stated  appear  to  have 
established  the  following  propositions: 

1st.  That  it  was  the  duty  of  this  department  not  to 
act  upon  the  assumption  that  the  legislative  power 
would  hereafter  change  the  law  in  relation  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States;  and  it  was  bound  to  regulate  its 
conduct  upon  the  principle  that  the  existence  of  this 
corporation  would  terminate  on  the  3d  of  March,  1836. 

2cl.  The  public  interest  required  that  the  deposits  of 
public  money  should  not  continue  to  be  made  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  St.ates,  until  the  close  of  its  exis- 
tence, but  should  be  transferred  to  some  other  place, 
at  snme  period  prior  to  that  time. 

3d.  The  power  of  removal  being  reserved  exclusive- 
ly to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasin-y,by  the  terms  of  the 
charter,  his  action  was  necessary  in  order  to  effect  it, 
and  the  deposits  couhl  not,  according  to  the  agreement 
made  by  Congress  with  the  stockholders, have  been  re- 
moved by  the  legislative  branch  of  the  Government,  un. 
til  the  charter  was  at  an  end. 
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4th.  The  near  approach  of  the  time  when  the  char- 
ter would  expire,  as  well  as  the  condition  of  the  mer- 
cantile community,  produced  by  the  conduct  of  the 
bank,  rendered  the  removal  indispensable  at  the  time 
it  was  begun,  and  it  could  not  have  been  postponed  to 
a  later  day,  without  injury  to  the  country. 

Acting-  on  these  principles,  1  should  have  felt  myself 
bound  to  follow  the  course  I  have  pursued  in  relation  to 
the  deposits,  without  any  reference  to  the  misconduct 
of  the  bank.  But  there  are  other  reasons  for  the  re- 
moval growing  out  of  the  manner  in  which  the  affairs  of 
the  bank  have  been  managed,  and  its  money  appUed, 
which  would  have  made  it  my  duty  to  withdraw  the  de- 
posits at  any  period  of  the  charter. 

(To  be  continued.) 


WEST-CHESTER  RAIL  ROAD. 

Pursuant  to  previous  notice,  a  meeting  of  the  Stock- 
holders of  the  West-Chester  Rail  Uoad  Company  was 
held  on  the  20th  day  of  January,  1834,  at  the  house  of 
William  Reed,  in  the  borough  of  West  Chester,  for  the 
purpose  of  electing  seven  Directors  of  said  company  for 
the  ensuing  year,  and  also  for  the  purpose  of  taking  in- 
to consideration  the  propriety  of  making  a  branch  rail 
road  from  West-Chester,to  the  Pennsylvania  Rail  Koad, 
in  tlie  direction  of  Thomas's  marble  quarries. 

Philip  Price  was  called  to  the  Chair,  and  Wm.  Dar- 
lington and  Joseph  Hemphill,  Jr.  Esq'rs.  were  chosen 
Secretaries. 

Dr.  Wm.  Darlington,  President  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors,then  read  the  report  of  that  Board  to  the  Stock- 
holders, and  also  the  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Company.  Which,  on  motion  were  accepted,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Third  Annual  Rhpoht 
0/  the  Directors  of  the  West-Chesttr  Rail  Road  Com- 
pany. 
In  submitting  their  Third  Annual  Report,  the  Direc- 
tors of  the  West-Chester  Rail  Road  Company  are  ena- 
bled to  congratulate  the  Stockholders  upon  the  com- 
pletion of  the  track,  and  the  openingof  the  communica- 
tion, on  the  Columbia  railway,  into  the  city  of  Philadel 
phia.  T  his  desirable  event,  after  a  most  discouraging 
delay,  took  place  on  the  25th  of  the  last  month,  on 
which  day,  a  number  of  distinguished  gentlemen,  men- 
bers  of  the  Legislature,  and  others,  having  accepted  an 
invitation  to  visit  our  borough;  entered  the  Cars  in 
Broad IStreet,  passed  over  tije  new  bridge  and  inclined 
plane,  and  after  a  gratifying  excursion,  were  returned 
and  landed  at  the  same  place  in  the  evening.  Since 
then,  the  intercourse  with  the  City  has  been  direct,  up- 
on the  rail  road,  instead  of  taking  stages  at  the  head  of 
the  Plane,  as  heretofore;  and  has  consequently,  added 
much  to  the  convenience  and  comfort  of  travellers. 
The  only  circumstance  which  detracts  from  the  entire 
satisfaction  of  all  concerned,  is  the  necessity  which  still 
exists,  of  passing  the  inclined  plane,  at  Schuylkill,  with 
horse  power,  instead  of  competent  and  secure  machine- 
ry. It  is  hoped,  however,  that  the  state  authorities 
will  promptly  perceive  and  appieciate  the  importance 
of  adequate  arrangements  to  pass  Cars.of  every  descrip- 
tion,over  that  difficult  portion  of  the  road,vvitli  the  least 
possible  risk  to  persons  and  property.  The  constant 
liability  to  accident,  in  passing  a  plane  of  such  high 
grade,  especially  with  loaded  burthen  Cars — must  remain 
a  source  of  painful  anxiety  to  every  reflecting  mind,  so 
long  as  the  business  at  that  place  shall  be  left  to  the 
management  and  discretion  of  inexperienced  or  casual 
conductors  of  horse  power;  and  it  is  believed  that  the 
speedy  adoption  of  a  niore  systematic  and  secure  mode 
of  transit,  under  the  direction  of  responsible  agents,  is 
called  for  by  every  consideration  of  policy  and  humani- 
ty. In  the  mean  time,  it  is  proper  to  observe,  that  ev- 
ery precaution  has  been  taken,  by  the  Directors  of  this 
•oropany,  and  those  with  whom  they  are  connected,  to 


insure  the  utmost  degree  of  safety  to  passengers  and 
property,  which  careful  drivers,  extra  horses,  and  the 
most  substantial  applimces  can  afford.  Their  experi- 
ence thus  far,  they  are  happy  to  say,  has  been  entirely 
satisfactory;  and  it  is  their  intention  to  omit  no  means, 
and  spare  no  expense,  proper  on  their  part,  to  render 
the  intercouse  with  the  city,  by  the  rail  road,  as  per- 
fect, and  beneficial  to  the  community,  as  possible. 

Since  the  last  report,  it  was  found  expedient  to  call 
in  the  tenth  and  last  instalment  of  the  capital  stock. 
This  became  necessary,  in  consequence  ot  the  atnount 
of  damages  awarded  to  landholders  along  the  hne  of 
the  road, — the  construction  of  additional  sidings,  or 
turn-outs;  and  a  more  durable  horse  path,  which  expe- 
rience had  shewn  to  be  indispensable;  and  moreover, 
to  enable  the  Directors  to  organize  an  efficient  line  of 
passenger  Cars  between  the  borough  and  city,  and  to 
make  such  further  provision  of  c^rs,  horses,  &c.  as  the 
business  of  the  company  might  require.  These  mea- 
sares  have  chiefly  been  accomplished.  An  Union  Line 
of  passenger  cars,  of  ample  capacity  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  travellers,  and  of  which  the  company  are  pro- 
prietors of  one  half,  was  established  in  May  last;  and 
continues  to  run  twice  each  way,  daily,  between  West- 
Chester  and  Philadelphia.  The  travelling  portion  of 
the  community  have  already  had  a  pleasing  demonstra- 
tion of  the  value  of  our  improvement, — not  only  in  the 
celerity  and  comfort  with  which  tKeir  trips  are  per- 
formed; but  also  in  a  material  reduction  of  the  charges, 
formerly  exacted  on  the  stage  route.  These  benefits, 
however,  are  but  a  part  of  what  may  now  be  speedily 
expected.  The  Directors  have  marie  arrangements  for 
establishing  a  line  of  burthen  cars,  which  will  be  put  in 
operation  without  delay;  and,  which,  it  is  confidently- 
believed,  will  cause  the  advantages  of  the  rail  road  to  be 
sensibly  felt  by  the  whole  of  our  active,  business-doing 
community. 

By  the  Treasurer's  statement,  hereto  an- 
nexed, it  appears  that  the  amount  of 
capital  paid  in,  is  g99,960  00 

The  amount  of  Capital  expended,  for 
construction  of  Rail  Road,  buildings, 
fencing,  damages,  cars  and  horses,&c.         96,898  98 


Leaving  a  balance  of  capital,  (which  has 

been  advantageously  invested,)  of 
The  amount  received  for  tolls,  freights, 

&c.  is 
The  amount  of  expenses,   for  wages  of 

agents,   drivers,   horse  keeping,    tolls, 

&c.  to  January  1,  1834,  is 

Balance, 
Deduct  dividend,  declared  Jan.  1,  1834, 


3,061  02 
7,870  22 

4,493   14 

S3,377  08 
3,000  00 

Balance  on  hand,  S377  08 

The  receipts  of  the  company  having,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Directors,  authorized  a  dividend  of  three  per 
cent,  of  the  capital  sfock,the  same  was  accordingly  de- 
clared on  the  first  instant. 

The  impediments  hitherto  existing,  by  reason  of  the 
unfinished  portion  of  the  state  rail  way,  and  the  extra 
arrangements  necessa'-ily  required  by  that  imperfection, 
have  thus  far  caused  the  expenditures  to  bear  a  large 
proportion  to  the  receipts;  but,  the  communication 
with  the  city  being  now  completed,  it  is  not  thought 
unreasonable  to  calculate  that  the  future  operations  of 
the  company  may  be  rendered  much  more  productive. 
It  is,  in  fact,  only  from  this  date  that  the  rail  road  can 
be  considered  as  fairly  ready  for  the  commencement  of 
a  regular,  advantageous  business. 

In  their  last  report,  the  Directors  adverted  to  the 
subject  of  a  lateral  or  branch  rail  road,  of  about  one  and 
a  half  miles  in  length,  to  intersect  the  Columbia  rail 
way  near  the  lime  and  marble  quarries,  in  the  Great 
Valley.  An  act  of  Assembly  has  been  since  passed, 
authorizing  the  company  to  construct  such  branch.  For 
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the  purpose  of  enabling  the  Stockholders  to  decide 
upon  the  propriety  of  undertaking'  the  work,  the  Di- 
rectors caused  a  survey  and  estimite  to  be  made,  which 
was  laid  before  a  special  meeting'  of  tlie  Stockholders, 
on  the  21st  of  November  last;  when  the  question  was 
postponed  to  the  present  annual  meeting.  The  facili- 
ties which  rail  roads  offer  for  transposing  heavy  mate- 
rials, give  much  positive  encouragement  to  make  the 
proposed  branch, — by  which  there  would  be  opened  to 
West-Chester  and  the  country  adjacent,  a  new  and 
most  valuable  trade,  particularly  in  l;me  and  limes'one; 
as  well  as  lumber,  and  other  heavy  articles,  which  can 
only  be  derived  from  the  proposed  connection.  Not  on- 
ly wuuld  a  large  and  valuable  trade  be  opened  to  the 
agricultural  and  mercantile  part  of  the  community,  in 
the  vicinity  of  our  road,  but  the  connection  would  also 
enable  us  to  bring  a  large  porticn  of  the  citizens  of 
the  county,  who  have  business  at  the  seat  of  justice,  one 
third  nearer^xn  ])oint  of  time;  whilst  it  would  enable  the 
company  to  derive  a  consequent  and  proportionate  ad- 
vantage in  tlie  conveyance  of  passengers.  The  mere 
revenue  arising  from  the  use  of  the  branch  o/o«e,  shojld 
not  be  considered  as  the  full  amount  to  be  set  off 
against  the  cost  of  its  construction,  inasmuch  as  the 
business  which  it  would  diffuse  over  other  parts  of  the 
road,  already  made,  would  be  equal,  in  fact,  to  an  ex- 
tension of  some  6  or  7  miles  of  road,  for  the  expense 
of  constructing  one  mile  and  an  half.  As  the  cost  of  the 
branch,  by  one  route,  has  been  carefully  estimated  by 
the  same  accoiuplished  Engineer  who  located  and  con- 
structed our  main  line,  and  has  been  found  not  to 
exceed  ten  thousand  dollars;  and  as  another  route  has 
been  suggested,  which,  though  somewhat  more  circuit- 
ous, will  require  less  expenditure;  it  may  well  merit 
the  consideration  of  the  company,  whether  the  under- 
taking ought  not  now  to  be  attempted.  If  the  present 
Stockholders  do  not  incline  to  furnish  the  means,  them- 
selves, they  might  authorize  an  enlargement  of  the  capi- 
tal to  the  requisite  extent,  by  new  subscriptions,  under 
such  provisions  and  stipulations  as  would  be  equitable 
and  just,  both  to  the  old  and  new  Stockholders,  and 
thereby  obtain  the  means  of  greatly  extending  the  ben- 
efits of  the  existing  improvement,  without  at  all  im- 
pairing the  value  of  the  present  Stock. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
By  order  of  the  Board, 

WM.  DARLINGTON,  President. 
Jan.  20,  1834. 

TREASURER'S   REPORT. 

Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  the  West-Chester  Rail 
Road  Com])any,  from  its  commencement  up  to  the 
completion  of  the  one  track,  including  buildings, 
horses,  Sic. 

DR. 

To  amount  of  Capital  Stock  paid  in  g99,960  00 
CR. 

By  whole  amount  of  grading  and  road  for- 
mation 33,766  64 
Sleepers  3,494  20 
Iron,  castings,  spikes,  &.c.  12,303  89 
String-pieces,  hauling,  wharfage,  &.c.  8,711  32^^ 
Construction  of  track,  including  horse- 
path 10,170  65i 
Salu-ies  and  wages  4,457  35 
Incidental  expenses  1,314  59 
Stone  furnished  -  6,217  05 
Buildings  1,917  83 
Cars  and  horses  6,559  02 
Real  Estate  51  69 
Fencing  4,287  35 
Damages  to  land,  crops,  &c.  3,497  33 
Discount  paid  on  money  borrowed  72  67 
Expenses  belonging  to  construction  of 

road  77  39 

Balance  of  Capital  on  hand  3,06102 


Treasurer  of  the  West-Chester  Rail  Road  Company  in 

account  with  said  Company,  January  1,  1834. 

1)11. 

To  amount  of  tolls  and  freight  received  J7,719  22 

Damages  recovered  for  injury  to  road  9  00 

Dividend  on  Bank  stocks  112  00 

3  quarters  rent  from  Warnick  30  00 

g7,870  22 


CR. 

By  cash  paid  Hickman  James,  agent 

$550  00 

Moisc-feed 

6U9  99 

Expense 

1,4:8  37 

Drivei's'  wages 

491  08 

State  of  Penna.  (tolls,) 

165  72 

Joint  stock  account 

887  63 

Lancaster  Company  at  settlement  up  to 

January  1,  1834 

360  35 

First  Dividend— 3  per  cent. 

3,000  00 

Balance  on  hand 

377  08 

§7,870  22 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  WILLIAMSON,  Treasurer. 
January  1,  1834. 

It  was  then,  on  motion,  Resolved,  that  the  Chairman 
and  Secretaries  of  the  meeting  act  as  Judges  of  the 
Election  :;ow  to  be  held  for  the  purpose  of  electing  se- 
ven Directors  for  said  company  for  the  ensuing  year. 

When,  on  counting  off,  it  appeared  that  Dr.  William 
Darlington,  David  Townsend,  Ziba  Pyle,  Jonathan  Val- 
entine, Jonathan  Jones,  Eusebius  Townsend,  and  Eli- 
hu  Chauncey,  were  unanimously  elected. 

The  meeting  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  subject  of  constructing  a  branch  rail  road,  from  the 
West-Chester,  to  the  Pennsylvania  Rail  Road,  which 
was  laid  over  from  the  last  meeting  of  the  Stockhold- 
ers 

On  motion  of  W.  H.  Dillingham,  Esq.  the  following 
resolutions  were  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed 
with  the  other  proceedings  of  the  meeting. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  construct  a  branch 
rail  road, from  the  West-Chester  rail  road  to  some  point 
on  the  "  Philadelpliia  and  Columbia  rail  way,"  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  lime  and  marble  quarries  of  the  Great 
Valley. 

Resolved,  That  in  order  to  enable  the  company  to 
construct  said  branch,  the  Capital  Stock  be  increased 
the  sum  of  ;^10,000  by  new  subscriptions,  as  authorized 
by  the  supplement  to  the  act  of  incorporation;  and  that 
the  Directors  be  requested  to  open  books  for  that  pur- 
pose, at  such  times  and  places  as  they  may  deem  expe- 
dient. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  be  the  terms  upon 
which  (in  addition  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  incor- 
poration) the  said  stock  shall  be  subscribed,  viz.  A 
separate  account  shall  be  kept  by  the  board  of  Direc- 
tors, of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  on  account  of  the 
additional  stock  and  branch,  and  no  dividend  shall  be 
made  on  such  new  stock,  nor  any  benefitderived  to  the 
holders  thereof,  exceptthe  profits  arising  from  the  busi- 
ness of  the  branch  road  alone,  until  the  exjjiration  of 
six  montlis  from  and  after  the  completion  of  said  branch; 
after  which  time  the  holders  of  such  new  stock,  and 
the  present  stockholders,  shall  be  entitled  to  equal 
privileges  and  immunities  in  the  corporation,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  amount  of  slock  held  by  them  respec 
tively. 

Resolved,  That  when  the  said  sum  of  $10,000  shall 
be  subscribed,  the  Directors  cause  the  said  branch 
road  to  be  constructed  on  such  route  and  in  such  man- 
ner as  they  shall  deem  most  conducive  to  the  interest* 
of  the  Company. 

PHILIP  PRICE,  Chairman. 

Wm.  Dablirotoit,  ; 


^99,960  00       jo».   HzMFBiLi,,jr. 
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FRANKLIN  INSTITUTE. 

The  Annual  Meeting'  of  the  Institute  was  held  at 
their  Hall,  on  Thursday  evening-,  January  16th  1834. 

Mr.  C.  C.  Haven  was  appointed  chairman. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Managers  presented 
the  Annual  I{eport,  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  be 
published. 

_  The  resolutions  recommended  by  the  Board  estab- 
lishing the  Committee  on  Science  and  Arts  were 
adopted. 

The  Tellers  reported  the  result  of  the  Annual  Elec- 
tion for  Officers  and  Managers  for  the  ensuing  year, 
from  which  it  appeared  that  the  following  gentlemen 
were  duly  elected,  viz: 

James  Ronaldson,  President. 

Isaiah  Lukens  and  Thomas  Fletcher,  Vice  Presi- 
dents. 

William  S.  Perot,  Recording  Secretary. 

Isaac  Hays,  M.  D.  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Frederick  Fraley,  Treasurer. 

MANAGERS. 


Samuel  V.  Merrick 
Abraham  Miller 
William  H.  Keating 
Isaac  B.  Garrigues 
Rufus  Tyler 
John  Struthers 
Matthias  VV.  Baldwin 
Mordecai  D.  Lewis 
Charles  H.  White 
Thomas  Scattergood 
Benjamin  Reeves 
Alexander  Dallas  Bache 


J.  Henry  Biilkley 
Alexander  Ferguson 
Joshua  G.  Harker 
John  Agnevv 
John  Wiegand 
William  B.  Reed 
George  Fox 
Alexander  McGlurg 
*  Robert  Lindsay 
"Joseph  S.  Waiter,  jr. 
*John  A.   C.  Trautwine 
•Samuel  Hufty. 
(Extract  from  the  Minutes.) 

C.  C.  HAVEN,  Chairman. 
WnLiAM  S.  Perot,  Recording  Secretary. 

At  a  meeting'  of  the  Board  of  Managers  held  Janua- 
ry 18, 

Mr.  Alexander  Ferguson  was  elected  Chairman  of 
the  Board,  and 

Messrs.  M.  VV.  Baldwin  and  Frederick  Fraley,  Cura- 
tors for  the  ensuing  year. 

ANNUAL  REPORT. 
To  the  Franklin  Institute  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
for  the  promotion  of  the  Mechanic  Arts,  the  Board  of 
Managers  respectfully  submit  the  Tenth  Annual  Re- 
port. 

The  condition  of  the  Institution,  which  it  is  made,  by 
the  Constitution,  the  duty  of  the  Managers  at  this  time 
to  report  to  the  members  of  the  Institute,  is  one  well 
deserving  mutual  congratulation.  From  a  small  begin- 
ning', in  an  attempt  to  diffuse  useful  knowledge,  to  pro- 
mote practical  science  and  the  mechanic  arts,  tlie  insti- 
tution has  grown  to  be  respected  by  her  members  and 
the  public,  and  to  feel  th.t  her  efforts  have  been 
crowned  with  a  success,  which  stimulates  to  new  exer- 
tion. 

The  growing  taste  for  science,  fostered  by  the  lec- 
tures of  the  Institute,  manifests  itself,  in  the  most  une- 
quivocal manner,  by  the  numbers  of  the  class  which 
throng  the  lecture  room  the  accommodations  of  which 
it  has  been  nc^^essary  to  extend  by  evei-y  device  which 
the  capacity  of  the  room  will  permit.  To  the  lecturers 
who  have  by  the  accumulated  labors  of  past  years  and 
of  the  present  one,  brought  about  such  a  result,  the 
thanks  of  the  Institute  are  due,  and  are  given  as  freely 
as  the  instruction  has  been  communicated.  The  course 
of  Chemistry,  by  Professor  J.  K.  Mltrhell,  which  gave 
such  general  satisfaction  during  the  last  year,  has  had 
new  and  appropi'iate  interest  Infused  into  it  during  the 
present.  The  division  of  the  courses  of  Natural  Phil- 
osophy from  that  on  Mechanics  bus  permitted  the  lec- 
turer, Professor  W.  R.  Johnson,  to  present  to  the  class 
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new  matter  for  consideration,  of  a  popular  as  well  as  of 
a  practical  kind.  To  Governeur  Knicrson,  M.  D.  who 
has  for  the  second  time  come  forward  with  a  course  on 
Meteorology,  and  to  J.  Millington,  Esq.  late  Professor 
of  Natoral  Philosophy  in  the  Royal  Institution  of  London, 
who  is  engaged  in  a  most  able  series  of  lectures  to  the 
class  on  Astronomy,  the  Managers  thus  publicly  tender 
their  thanks.  By  the  aid  of  tiiese  gentlemen  the  class 
is  provided  regularly  with  three  lectures  during  each 
week. 

With  a  view  to  the  promotion  of  an  interesting  branch 
of  Science,  Geology,  the  Board  of  .Managers  have  grant- 
ed the  use  of  their  lecture  room  to  Henry  D.  Rogers, 
Esq.  late  Profe.ssor  of  Chemistry  in  Dickinson  College, 
for  the  purpose  of  delivering  a  cour,-e  of  lectures  on 
that  subject.  To  these  lectures  members  of  the  Insti- 
tute are  admitted  on  a  very  favorable  footing. 

The  arrangements  made  in  the  other  branches  of  in- 
struction should  secure  for  them  the  warm  support  of 
the  members  of  the  Institute.  The  Committee  on  In- 
struction have  placed  the  Drawing  School  under  the 
charge  of  Mr.  William  Mason,  whose  abililies  as  a  teach- 
er in  that  branch  are  extensively  known.  The  accom- 
modations of  the  school,  which  were  last  year  increased, 
by  allotting  to  it  the  front  room  on  the  third  floor  of  the 
hall,  an  excellent,  and  an  efficient  discipline  combined 
with  thorough  instruction  render  this  school  in  every 
respect  deserving  the  patronage  of  the  Mechanic.  The 
English  school  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Seth  Smith  is  no 
less  efficient,  and  it  is  believed  b}'  the  board  that  strict 
Inquiry  into  items  of  expenditure  will  satisfy  the  mem- 
bers that  the  tuition  fee  fixed  in  this  school  is  in  reality 
not  higher  than  a  much  less  nominal  sum  might  prove 
when  added  to  incidental  expenses,  which  are  here  not 
liable  to  be  charged. 

As  subsidiary  to  the  instructions  of  the  lecture  room 
should  be  noticed  those  opportunities  afforded  for  the 
acquirement  of  information,  by  the  library  and  reading 
room,  and  for  mutual  instruction,  by  the  monthly  meet- 
ings for  conversation  on  mechanical  and  general  science. 
During  the  year  the  committee  on  the  Library  have  ad- 
ded to  the  limited  number  of  works  now  in  our  posses- 
sion whenever  the  funds  at  their  disposal  would  permit. 
Donations  have  been  received  from  many  public  spirited 
Individuals  among  our  members,  in  the  foremo'.t  rank 
of  whom  by  the  number  of  their  donations  ought  to  be 
slated  the  names  of  the  enterprising  publishers  Messrs. 
Carey,  Lea  &.  Blanchard.  The  donations  received, 
with  the  names  of  the  donors  attached,  h.ave  been  regu- 
larly placed  upon  the  shelves  by  the  Comm  ttee,  whose 
duties  have  been  furtlier  pursued  by  the  preparation 
of  a  catalogue  of  the  Library,  which  is  now  nearly  com- 
pleted. 

The  monthly  meetings  for  conversation  have  proved 
highly  acceptable  to  the  members;  the  absence  of  form 
and  the  conslder.nble  variety  introduced  in  them  have 
led  to  a  regular  Increase  in  the  attendance  upon  them: 
their  organization  requires  only  to  be  a  little  better  un- 
derstood to  enable  each  one  present  to  attend  in  succes- 
sion to  every  one  of  the  objects  which  may  be,  in  the 
course  of  discussion  submitted,  for  examination. 

As  contributing  to  sustain  the  spirit  of  scientific  in- 
quiry, the  J  nurnal  of  the  Franklin  Institute  should  be 
noticed  in  conexlon  with  the  foregoing  subjects.  Pub- 
lished in  monthly  numbers,  furnished  at  a  reasonable 
price,  and  in  both  matter  and  manner  worthy  of  the  in- 
stitution from  which  it  em.anates,  this  Journal  is  winning 
its  way  into  extended  notice.  Every  member  ol'  the  In- 
stitute, whose  means  are  in  any  w.iy  adequate  to  it, 
should  be  a  subscriber,  recollecting  that  an  increased 
subscription  will  enable  Us  conductors  to  add  to  its  effi- 
ciency and  will  relieve  the  institution  from  anj'  charg^e 
concerning  it.  The  volumes  tor  the  past  year  have  con- 
tained 872  pages,  of  wliich  495  pages  have  been  of 
original  matter,  liaving  been  devoted  to  the  record  of 
American  inventions.  'I'he  labors  of  the  editor  may  well 
be  classed,  as  they  have  just  been,  with  original  matter. 
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includins^as  tbey  do  the  reasoned  abstract  of  manuscript 
descriptions,  wiili  rem:\rks  which  the  experience  of  Dr. 
Jones  renders  particularly  valuable.  Sixty  eight  ])eri- 
odicals,  Coreig'n  and  domestic,  and  newspapers;  receiv- 
ed in  ex  hang-e  for  the  .lotirnal,  are  placed  at  the  dis- 
posal of  llie  committee  in  the  Library  for  the  reading- 
room  by  the  committee  on  publication.  Of  the  contri- 
butions to  practical  science,  the  experiments  on  water 
wheels,  first  undertaken,  have  been  (ail  before  the  pub- 
lic, but  the  report  is  yet  incomplete:  The  investigations 
on  the  explosion  of  steam  boilers  will  soon  be  submitted 
to  the  Treasury  Department  oftlie  United  States,  under 
the  direction  of  which  the  experiments  have  been  made, 
and  to  the  public  tlirutig-h  our  Journal.  Tiie  public 
mind  has  been,  by  a  cour.se  of  melancholy  accidents, 
but  too  we'l  prepared  for  the  reception  of  a  report  by 
the  committee  on  this  subject.  The  branch  of  this  in- 
quiry relating  to  the  strength  of  iron  and  copper  has 
been  nearly  brought  to  a  close.  It  has  already  been  re- 
ported to  the  Institute  that  at  the  last  session  of  the 
legislature  of  our  state,  the  secretary  of  the  Common- 
wealth was  instructed  by  the  House  of  Hepresentatives 
to  refer  to  the  Managers  of  the  Franklin  Institute,  a  bill 
relating  to  weights  and  measures,  and  to  admeasure- 
ment. The  committee  oppointed  to  consider  this  sub- 
ject have  obtained  from  their  members  an  abstract  of 
the  proceedings  in  England,  France,  and  of  the  reports 
upon  the  same  subject  in  our  own  country;  these  docu- 
ments as  furnishing  valuable  matter  for  the  understand- 
ing of  the  subject,  will  be  at  once  submitted  through 
the  pages  of  the  Journal.  The  committee  have  report- 
ed in  part  to  the  managers,  and  have  stated  that  their 
labors  will  require  but  a  few  weeks  to  bring  them  to  a 
close. 

Among  the  acquisitions  made  during  the  year,  the 
collections  in  Natural  History  belonging  to  the  Maclu- 
rean  Lyceum  have  already  been  noticed.  The  miner- 
als of  this  collection  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee 
on  minerals,  who  have  been  engaged  in  arranging  them. 
The  other  properly  will  be  exchanged  for  articles 
more  immediately  within  the  scope  of  this  institution. 

The  Model  room  on  the  third  floor  of  the  H:ill,  has 
been  put  in  compleie  order  by  the  Committee  on  Mod- 
els. The  Minagers  again  call  the  attention  oftlie  mem- 
bers to  the  propriety  of  making  this  room  the  deposito- 
ry for  specimens  of  their  skill,  the  ground  work  of  a  mu- 
seum of  practical  science, 

The  success  of  the  exhibition  of  domestic  manufac- 


have  examined  the  different  models  which  have  been 
submitted  to  them,  and  have  selected  for  trial  those 
which  tluy  have  dceme<l  most  likely  to  be  successful; 
they  have  fui  titer  applied  to  the  I'hiladclphia  and  Ger- 
mantown  tail  road  company  for  permission  to  make  the 
necessary  trials  upon  their  read.  In  order  to  remove 
any  soiuce  of  complaint  in  relation  to  their  selection  of 
machines  for  trial,  they  have  informed  all  the  in\entors 
who  have  offered  models  for  examination,  that  they  will 
if  furnished  with  the  macliine  at  the  expense  of  tlie  tn- 
ventors,  make  trial  of  it. 

Fully  convinced  of  the  benefits  which  have  already- 
accrued  to  the  community  fi'om  the  labors  .of  this  insti- 
tute, in  disseminating  information  and  a  spirit  of  inqui- 
ry among  the  mechanics,  your  board  have  sought  means 
by  which  such  usefulness  may  be  ii^creased. 

Hitherto,  with  some  exceptions  well  known  to  you, 
the  labors  of  the  institute  have  been  directed  principal- 
ly to  the  instruction  of  its  members,  while  the  commu- 
nity has  not  in  turn  been  benefitted  by  the  members  to 
the  extent  which  the  amount  of  talent  and  information 
possessed  by  them  woidd  warrant  the  public  in  expect- 
ing. This  defect  may  be  attributed  rather  to  want  of 
opportunity  than  to  want  of  inclination.  By  our  pre- 
sent organization  all  labors  calculated  to  increase  the 
usefulnessof  the  institution  are  devolved  upon  its  mana- 
gers, and  a  few  others  who  have  shown  zeal  in  its  be- 
half, while  the  mass  of  its  membeis  retire  from  labor, 
probably  because  they  have  not  been  made  to  feel 
how  usefid  their  exertions  may  be  to  the  public  and  to 
themselves. 

An  experience  of  ten  years  has  fully  tested  the  wis- 
dom of  the  organization  of  the  institute  as  far  as  regards 
its  fiscal  concerns  and  its  economy  as  a  body  politic;  the 
organization  could,  probably,  not  be  improved.  Your 
board  are  of  opinion  that  such  is  not  the  case  with  the 
arrangement  for  the  scientific  labors  of  the  institution, 
which  can  only  be  benefitted  by  the  co-opeia'.ion  of 
those  whom  education,  business  in  life,  and  habits  ren- 
der peculiarly  qiudified  for  the  task  Your  board  in 
confoimity  with  these  views,  would  ask  your  considera- 
tion of  the  resolutions  that  accompan\  this  report;  the 
object  of  which  is  lo  unite  the  effor's  of  those  members 
who  may  be  able  and  willing  to  take  charge  of  the  sci- 
entific duties  of  the  Institute. 

Tlie>'  propose  for  this  pui  pose,  to  create  a  committee 
to  be  called  the  Committee  on  Science  and  the  Arts. 
This  committee  to  be  composed  of  all  members  who 


tures  held  in  October  last,  has  been  alluded  to  in  the  i  will  voluntarily  enrol  their  names  and  engage  to  give 
last  quarterly  report.  Since  that  time  the  detailed  re- |  their  services.  This  enrolment  being  merely  intended 
port  of  the  comnittee  on  premiums  and  exhibitions  has  I  as  a  pledge  that  the  members  of  the'committee   stand 


been  received  and  published  in  our  Journal.  The  p 
miums  and  certificates  of  honorary  mention  awarded  to 
successful  competitors  at  the'  exhibition  were  publicly 
presented  by  the  President  of  the  Institute  in  the  Socie- 
ty's Hall.  Domestic  occurrences  led  to  the  disappoint- 
ment of  the  Managers  and  of  the  Institute  in  the  delive- 
ry of  the  public  address  which  v/as  expected  from  the 
Hon.  Daniel  \Vebbter  of  Massachusetts.  The  number 
ofpremiums  awardedat  the  last  exhibition  was  33, and 
of  certificates  of  honorary  mention  48;  a  reference  to 
the  list  will  show  that  the  committee  have  been  true  to 


ready  when  called  upon  lo  render  such  services  as  the 
Institute  may  require,  which  they  may  be  competent  to 
render.  The  s^-vices  required  will  be  to  take  part  in 
committees  upon  subjects  connected  with  physical  sci- 
ence, to  examine  new  machines  or  other  inventions,  to 
discuss  such  subjects  as  maj  be  deemed  of  interest,  in 
the  pages  of  the  Journal,  and  in  general  such  labors  as 
mav  tend  to  the  dissemination  of  information  connected 
with  science  and  the  arts. 

It  is  believed  that  there  are  many  of  our  younger  fel- 
ow  members  who  having  been  diu'ing  some  part  of  the 


their  trust  in  excluding  from  their  awards  the  influence  last  years  in  attendance  upon  the  lectures  and  schools  of 
of  local  or  sectional  feelings.  The  premium  for  an  im-  1  the  Institute,  are  now  ifady  to  rep.ay  with  interest  from 
proved  lamp  for  lighting  our  streets,  which  the  commit-  i  their  acquired  stock  of  knowledge,  the  benefits  which 
tee  were  enabled  to  offer  through  the  liberality  of  the  [  they  may  have  received.  These  members  will  by  the 
councils,  has  not  yet  been  awarded.  The  duties  of  the  ;  plan  now  submitted,  be  made  known  to  the  society, 
committee  on  inventions  have  rather  increased  during  '  and  the  benefits  of  their  exertions  gained  to  the  inslitu- 
the  past  year,  and  they  deserve  the  thanks  of  the  board    tion. 


for  tlie  regularity  with  which  they  have  discharged 
them.  They  have  had  before  them  thirty-four  inven- 
tions either  for  advice,  for  decision  upon  them,  or  for 
report.  One  branch  of  their  duties  is  yet  incomplete, 
namely  the  reference  to  Ihem  of  the  decision  as  to  the 
successful  com[)etitor  for  the  premium  for  siopjjing  the 
sparks  which  issue  from  the  chimneys  of  locomotive  en 


gines,  where  wood  is   used  for   fuel.     The  committee    137  are  life  members, 


The  Board  conclude  their  report  by  an  exhibit  of 
the  numberof  members  of  the  Institute  and  of  the  finan- 
ces. 

On  the  first  of  January,  1833,  there  were  attached  to 
the  institution  142J  members;  during  the  year  there 
have  been  added  290  members  and  53  have  resigned  or 
are  deceased.     The  present  number  is  1659,  of  which 
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CLEARFIELD. 


[FiBBOABT 


During  the  present  quarter,  Messrs.  Geo.  Jones,  Jas.  j 

Magee,  W.  H.  Ellis,  and  Isaac   B.  Garrigues,  have  be-  ; 

come  life  members.  I 

The  Treasurer's  report  herewith  submitted,  shows  a  ! 

balance  in  his  hands  of  gl049  57, 

ALEX.  DALLAS  BACHE,  Ch'n. 
Wm.  Hamilton,  Actuary. 
Resolutions  recommended  hy  the  Board  and  adopted  hy 
the  Institute. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  recommend  to  the  Insti- 
tute at  their  annual  meeting,  the  passage  of  the  follow- 
ing sesolutions: 

1st.  Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  inventions 
heretofore  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Managirs  shall  be 
extended  under  the  title  of  committee  on  "  Science  and 
the  Arts,"  and  that  the  number  composing  said  commit- 
tee shall  hereafter  be  unlimited. 

2d.  Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  "  Science  and 
the  Arts,"  shall  consist  of  such  members  of  the  Institute 
as  shall  voluntarily  enrol  their  names  as  members  there- 
of in  a  book  to  be  prepared  for  the  purpose,  and  who 
will  by  enrolling  their  names  pkdge  tbemselvesto  per- 
form such  duties  to  be  hereinafter  described,  as  may 
devolve  upon  them,  and  to  sustain  by  their  labors  the 
scientific  character  of  the  [nstitute. 

1.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  that  committee  to  hold  pe- 
riodical meetings  at    the  Hall  of  the  Institute,  at  such 

times  as  they  may  deem  expedient,  to  enact  rules  for 
their  own  regulation,  and  to  appoint  a  member  to  pre- 
side over  their  deliberations. 

2.  It  shall  b  e  the  duty  of  said  committee  to  examine 
either  as  a  body,  or  by  suli-comm  ttees,  all  inventions 
that  may  be  submitted',  and  to  make  a  detailed  descrip- 
tive report,  giving  tlitir  opinion  with  candor  and  impar- 
tiality on  the  inventions  submitted  in  the  manner  now 
practised  by  the  committee  of  inventions. 

3.  It  shull  be  the  duty  of  that  committee  to  conduct 
by  sub  committee  or  otherwise,  such  scientific  investiga- 
tions as  may  be  deemed  worthy  ot  consideration,  and  to 
publish  the  results  in  the  Journal  of  the  Institute. 

4.  It  shull  be  the  duty  of  that  committee  by  sub- 
committee or  otherwise,  to  inquire  and  report  into  the 
state  of  t!ie  Arts  generally,  or  into  the  state  of  any 
branch  thereof,  when  called  upon  to  do  so,  in  order  to 
disseminate  useful  practical  information,  or  historical 
facts  in  relation   thereto. 

5.  To  that  committee  shall  be  confided  in  general,  the 
Scientific  duties  which  devolve  upon  the  Insthution, 
tending  to  mutual  instruction  and  the  dissemination  of 
knowledge,  and  which  are  not  specially  instructed  by 
the  constitution  to  the  officers  of  the  Institute. 

3d.  Uesolved,  Tliat  the  said  committee  shall  be  gov- 
erned in  the  expenditure  of  money  l»y  the  s.ame  rules 
as  govern  all  other  standing  committees,  and  it  shall  not 
be  competent  to  them  to  contract  any  debts,  until  they 
shall  have  been  authorized  by  an  appropriation  made 
by  the  Board  of  Man.agers,  upon  the  requisition  of  the 
committee. 

4tb.  Resolved,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  Science  and  the  Arts,  to  report 
the  proceedings  of  the  committee  to  the  Board  of  Mana- 
gers, at  least  three  weeks  previous  to  each  quarterly 
meeting  of  the  Institute,  in  order  that  the  information 
therein  contained,  may  be  included  in  the  quarterly  re- 
port: and  report  to  the  Institute  whenever  they  are  di- 
rected so  to  do. 

5th.  Resolved,  That  the  chairman  of  the  committees 
shall  be  elected  annually  at  the  first  meeting  afier  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Institute. 


CLEARFIELD. 

Several  editors  of  newspapers,  we  observe,  are  very 
punctual  in  keeping  the  public  informed  of  the  doings 
in  their  towns,  the  improvements  making,  the   public 


houses,  the  increase  and  advantages  of  trade,  &c.  all 
answering  one  purpose  at  any  rate — the  filling  up  of 
their  respective  papers — which  is  sometimes  an  object. 
Now,  we,  approving  of  this,  and  knowing  that  our  vil- 
lage is  not  seen  by  most  persons  travelling  between 
Bellefonte  and  Erie;  and,  at  the  same  time,  having  not 
the  least  desire  to  keep  her  "  name  and  fame"  from  the 
knowledge  of  the  public,  deem  it  proper  that  we  should 
say  something  concerning  it  at  this  time,  Let  it  first  be 
understood,  that  our  village  is  not  an  incorporated  bo- 
rough— why  this  is  so  we  are  not  altogether  aware— but 
we  think  that  before  another  New  Year's  day,  if  the 
Legislature  does  its  duty,  we  will  have  a  Town  Council 
and  Burgess  elected.  We  therefore  need  not  boast  of 
our  municip.al  regulations;  our  Town  Hall,  our  Market- 
houses,  public  squares,  fashionable  streets,  &.c. ;  yet 
without  all  these,  we  have  quite  a  snug  little  village, 
lying  at  the  bases  of  some  half  a  dozen  hills,  not  so  high 
but  you  can  scan  their  peaks  at  one  view,  all  covered 
with'a  variety  of  timber  and  the  soil  generally  good 
abounding  in  bituminous  coal  and  mostly  freed  from 
rock  or  stone,  which  imparts  to  our  town — lying  on  a 
level  plain — quite  a  romantic  appearance.  The  old  In- 
dian name  of  our  town,  is  Chinkciacajioose,  and  to  this 
day,  there  live  settlers  around  it  still  able  to  relate  an 
account  of  the  occasional  visits  of  the  wild  man  of  the 
woods,  with  many  other  reminiscenses  of  "  Chinkcla- 
camoose,"  highly  interesting  and  curious  to  those  who 
know  little  "  the  man  of  the  tomahawk  and  hunting- 
shirt."*  There  is  a  small  stream,  a  short  distance  north 
of  the  town,  which  still  retains  its  ancient  name  of 
"  Chinkclacamoose."  On  this  stream,  near  its  mouth, 
stands  the  town  Grist-mill,  a  saw-mill,  a  distillery,  &c. 
the  property  of  Alex'r  Irvin,   Esq. 

The  Vk'est  branch  of  the  Susquehanna,  "  passes  silent- 
ly" by  the  town,  except  in  times  of  high  water  or  the 
breaking  up  of  the  ici ,  when  there  is  occa'-ionally  a  leak 
into  some  of  the  town  lots,  or  a  noise  occasioned  by 
loading  arks  and  tying  rafts  and  preparing  for  a  trip  on 
top  of  the  water  to  market,  in  order  to  get  a  little  of  the 
ready  money.  It  contains  between  30  and  40  families; 
the  number  to  a  family  we  don't  know,  but  suppose  it 
is  in  the  same  proportion  as  in  most  places — has  three 
taverns,  five  stores,  two  printing  offices,  a  jail,  (we 
mention  the  jail  in  time  for  fear  we  mit;ht  forget  it,  as 
the  wall  which  is  made  by  standing  sticks  of  timber  on 
an  end — the  only  way  to  distinguish  it  from  other  build- 
ing— is  beginning  to  give  way  and  in  a  short  time  per- 
haps may  not  be  observed  at  all) — has  a  brick  court 
house.  Catholic  Chapel,  and  an  Academy,  together 
with  many  other  fine  edifices  not  yet  built!!  Thera 
are  also  two  tanneries,  I  wo  cabinet  makers,  three  black- 
smiths, a  gunsmith,  and  several  shoemakers  and  tailors, 
leaving  a  residue  embracing  chiefly  carpenters  squires 
and  lawyers.  Upon  the  whole,  we  have  quite  an  indus- 
trious population — and  but  little  troubled  with  idlers, 
commonly  called  "  Gentlemen."  And  if  any  call  should 
be  made  for  first  rate  marksmen,  on  any  emergency,  we 
would  beg  leave  to  recommend  our  townsmen  as  the 
best,  for  the  ''  hide  and  tallow"  of  fine  large  bullocks 
are  frequently  won,  by  three  shots,  at  a  centre,  thirty- 
five  yards  oft-hand,  the  whole  requiring  not  more  than 
three-eighths  of  an  inch  of  a  string  from  the  pin  !  ! 

CLEAnriELD  Town,  lies  between  three  and  four  miles 
norih  of  the  Erie  turnpike — destitute,  as  yet,  of  any 
leading  road  or  turnpike;  however,  books  are  now 
opened  to  obtain  stock  to  make  one  from  the  Snow-shoe 
turnpike  through  this  place  and  to  intersect  the  Belle- 
fonte turnpike  near  Curwensville — the  distance  between 
the  two  villages  is  six  miles.  A  bridge  across  the  river 
is  building,  which,  when  finished,  will  be  a  great  induce- 
ment to  other  improvements,  and  hasten  the  period 
when  we  shall  have  a  turnpike,  and  with  it  the  line  of 
stages  to  Erie.  Banner. 


*  We  would  recommend  to  the  editor  to  collect  and 
pubhsh  them — Ed.  Reg. 
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POST 

OFFICE  DEPAUTMENT. 

January  1st,  1834. 

List  of  Post  Offices  established. 

discontinued,   and 

Offices,  the   names  of  which  have  be 

en  changed  since 

the  1st  of  July  last;  being  the  date  of  the  last  published 

list  of  post  office 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Adams 

Cashtovvn 

Established. 

Allegheny 

Wilkin's 

do 

Armstrong' 

Horner's  Mills 

do 

Beaver 

Little  Heaver 

do 

Berks 

Manokcsey 

do 

Bradford 

West  Uurlington 

do 

do 

Kummerfield  Creek     do 

Bucks 

Summcrv'lle 

do 

Centre 

Martha  Furnace 

do 

do 

Centre  Line 

do 

do 

Hannah  Furnace 

do 

Chester 

Nottingham 

do 

do 

Pickering 

do 

Crawford 

South  Shenango 

do 

Erie 

Harbour  Creek 

do 

Huntingdon 

Vineyard  Mills 

do 

Juniata 

Walnut 

do 

Lancaster 

Andrew's  Bridge 

do 

do 

Coopersville 

do 

Lycoming 

Claffin's 

do 

McKean 

Salt  Valley 

do 

Montgomery 

BiUigomingo 

do 

do 

ShannonviUe 

do 

Northumberland 

Bear  Gap 

do 

Washington 

Pike  Run 

do 

Adams 

Whitestown 

Discontinued. 

Armstrong 

Worthington 

do 

Centre 

Buffalo  Run 

de 

Lycoming 

Lycoming  Creek 

do 

Philadelphia 

Ariel 

do 

do 

Cedar  Grove 

do 

Pike 

Naglesville 

do 

Warren 

Green  VwUey 

do 

Washington 

Dunningsville 

do 

Lancaster 

Earle 
"Blue  Ball 

Changed  to 

The  following  MEMORIAL  has  been  signed  by  many 
thousands  of  our  citizens,  and  the  subscription  is  still 
in  progress. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  Stales  of  America,  in  Congress 
assembled: 

The  Memorial  of  the  subscribers — Merchants,  Manu- 
facturers, Traders  and  others,  citizens  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania,  residing  in  the  city  and  county 
of  Philadelphia — respectfully  showeth: 

That  they  are  in  the  midst  of  unexampled  suflTering 
and  pecuniary  distress.  That,  instead  of  relief,  they 
have  only  a  prospect  of  continued  and  increasing  mise- 
ry, the  severity  of  which  cannot  be  measured  by  any 
thing  that  has  yet  occurred.  It  is  confined  to  no  class, 
but  extends  to  all. 

The  industrious  portion  of  the  community,  and  espe- 
cially those  who  depend  upon  their  daily  exertions  for 
the  support  of  themselves  and  their  families,  are  threat- 
ened with  extreme  want.  Upon  many  of  them,  indeed, 
it  has  come  already.  The  larger  channels  being  exhaust- 
ed or  obstructed,  the  smaller  ones  fail  of  supply;  and 
what  in  one  part  of  society  produces  poverty  and  insol- 
vency, in  another  (and  by  far  the  larger)  strips  them  of 
the  means  of  providing  themselves  with  food  and  rai- 
ment: or  obliges  them  to  become  dependent  for  both 
upon  a  scanty  and  degrading  charity. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  your  memorialists  to  enter  into 
details,  which  in  so  many  ways  have  come  before  your 
Honorable  bodies  They  offer  themselves,  in  sincerity 
and  truth,  as  witnesses  of  the  fact,  that  there  is  deep 


and  pervading  distress,   and  they  ask   of  Congress  to 

ant  relief. 

Your  memorialists  ask  relief  from  Congress,  because 
they  are  sure  tl.at  Congress  have  the  power  to  grant  it. 
The  whole  of  their  distress  is  to  be  traced  to  the  disor- 
dered state  of  the  currency;  and  the  disordered  state  of 
the  currency  is  owing,  as  they  believe,  entirely  to  the 
removal  of  the  Government  deposits  from  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  There  is  no  other  discernible  cause 
tliat  lias  constributed  in  the  slightest  degree  to  the  pre- 
sent disastrous  condition  of  the  country,  and  every  man 
who  is  capable  of  reflecting  knows,  that  this  cause  is  in 
itself  sufficient.  Your  memorialists,  therefore,  iiave  no 
hesitation  in  saying,  that  this  unhappy  measure,  and  this 
alone,  has  suddenly  changed  the  aspect  of  society, 
spreading  gloom,  anxiety,  sufl'ering  and  dismay,  where 
before  there  was  industry,  contentment,  and  cheerful 
confidence. 

The  cause  of  the  evil  being  thus  obvious,  the  remedy 
becomes  pl.\in.  The  restoration  of  the  deposits  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  will  restore  the  circulation, 
and  in  a  very  short  time  bring  back  to  us  the  means  of 
enjoying  the  bounties  of  Providence;  of  which,  abun- 
dant as  they  are,  we  are  now  deprived.  Why  should 
this  be  denied  to  us?  Why  should  we  be  condemned 
to  suffer  in  the  midst  of  abundance?  Why  should  a 
measure  be  persisted  in,  whicli  helps  no  class  of  the 
community,  unless  it  be  those  who  have  money  to 
lend,  by  enabling  them  to  obtain  exorbitant  usury, 
while  it  is  crushing  and  destroying  the  industrious? 

Your  memorialists,  therefore,  earnestly  ask  that  the 
deposits  may  be  restored,  and  relief  ihus  be  granted  to 
a  suffering  people.     

GOVERNOR'S  MESSAGE 

To  the  Senate  and  House  nf  Representatives  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen— The  Messrs.  S.  &  M.  Allen,  the  holders 
of  the  loan  authorized  by  the  act  of  the  16th  February 
last,  having  failed  to  deposit  to  the  credit  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, according  to  a  requisition  made  upon  them, 
the  last  monthly  instalment  of  said  loan,  I  deem  it  my 
duty  to  communicate  tlie  fact  to  the  General  Assembly, 
and  to  request  that  a  temporary  loan  of  a  sum  not  less 
than  $300,000  m;iy  be  authorised  to  be  made  forthwith 
to  satisfy  the  creditors  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  to 
enable  the  State  to  meet  its  engagements  with  contract- 
ors and  others  employed  in  the  prosecution  of  the  pub- 
lic works,  the  said  sum  to  be  repaid  out  of  the  residue 
of  the  original  loan  above  ment'oned,  as  soon  as  the  same 
can  be  realized  under  a  new  contract,  for  which  propo- 
sals will  be  forthwith  issued. 

GEO.  WOLF. 

Harrisburg,  Jan.  21,  1834. 


Appoijttments. — The  Orphans'  Court  have  appoint- 
ed Messrs.  Richard  Hush,  Geoi-ge  M.  Dallas,  VVillianf* 
M.  Meredith,  William  Kawle,  Jr.  and  Jes.ee  R.  Bur- 
den, Auditors,  to  settle  and  adjust  the  accounts  of  the 
Executors  of  Stephen  Girard. 


CITY  ELECTION,   FOIt  MAYOR— PITTSBURG. 

N.  Ward, 
E.  Ward. 
S.  Ward, 
W.  Ward, 

Tdesdat,  January  14,  1834. 
Fettigrew.    Darra^h.      Lowry.       Thtal. 
166             139             20                 325 
241             118             27                386 
202               91             22                315 
235            137            27                399 

485 


96 


1425 


NonmsTOwx. — The  Norristown  Register  of  Wed- 
nesday, says:  "On  Thursday  last,  the  twenty- four  town 
lots  advertised  by  John  Markley,  Esq.  of  this  borough, 
were  disposed  of  at  public  sale,  for  a  sum  little  short  of 
§4,000.  A  ycHr  since,  the  value  of  the  entire  tract, 
thus  disposed  of,  was  estimated  at  less  than  $1,800. 
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Fi-otn  the  Bucks  County  Intelligencer. 
A  S  lA  I'EMENr, 
Showing'  the  two  extremes  of  Farenlieit's  Thermom- 
eter, siiuuted  where  there  was  a  free  circulation  of  air, 
and  northern  exposure,  in  each  month,  and  the  corres- 
ponding' day  of  the  month; — Also,  the  perpendicular 
depth  of  Rain,  which  fell  during  the  several  months  of 
the  year  1833 — at  the  residence  of  J.  B.  Solebury, 
Bucks  county.  Penna. 
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ss 

=o^- 

li-S 

o 

MONTHS. 

Ua: 

b^ 

1  £ 

^■n 

Eco 

as 

J  t« 

as 

-« 

January 

62° 

6 

9° 

11 

3,91 
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2,68 

April 

88 
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May 

88 
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7,54 

June  .- 

84 

19 

46 

4 

10,95 

July 

96 

22 

52 

19 

5,30 

August 

8r 

15 

48 

30 

7,34 

September  . 

88 

19 

38 

14 

5,49 

October 

80 

17 

28 

.31 

11,95 

iSTovember  . 
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2 

20 

17 

3.00 

December 

50 

6 

16 

28 

7,22 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  number  of  bushelg 
of  Grain,  snlt  (coastwise,)  and  Coal,  discharged  at  the 
port  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  year  1833:- 


627,654     bushels  Corn 
156,2551-         do      Wheat 


9,890f  bush.  Flaxseed 
378         do  Beans  &  Peas 
63,971  J       do  Salt 
180,145         do  Coal. 


77,302J         do      Rye 
45,7601-         do      Barie 
94,454^         do      Oats. 

GEORGE  M.  HECKMAN,  Measurer. 
U,  S.  Gazette. 
January  1,  1834. 

From  the  Commercial  Herald. 
Flouii  Inspection. — Amount  of  Flour  and  Meal  In- 
spected for  the  Port  of  Philadelphia  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1833: 


I    67,60 


Inches. 

1821  there  fell  46,00 

In  1827 

22              -       39,00 

28 

23                     53,30 

S9 

24                     49,70 

1830 

25                    44,30 

31 

26                       41,10 

32 

Being  much  the  largest  fall  of  rain  since  I  have  kept 
an  account. 

Inches. 
58,00 
53,47 
53,13 
55,58 
56,10 
56,59 
50,52  being  th e  average  for  the  last  twelve  years. 
1833  noc  included. 

From  the  Commercial  Herald. 
{From  the  Custom  House  Books. ) 
CoMMEiicE  OF  PHiLADEtPHiA.. — Arrivals  at  the  Port  of 
Philadelpliia,  from  the  1st  of  January  to  the  31st  Decern 
ber,  1833,  inclusive. 


Wheat  Flour 
do         do 

Rye  Flour 

Corn  Meal  . 
do     do 

Middlings     . 

Jan.  6,  1834. 


378.590  barrels. 
22,725  half  do. 
40,011  barrels. 
40,415  do. 
7,549  hhds. 
2,577  barrels. 
3.  DAVIS,  Inspector. 


CoMMEncE  opPhiladelphia. — The  following  we  have 
ascertained  is  the  amoutit  of  tonnage  empluyed  in  the 
coasting  trade,   entered  at  the    Custom-House,  in  the 
fburtii  quarter  of  1833,*— 23,983,31  tons.    Of  this,  the 
principal  arrivals  were  from  the  following  ports,  viz: 
77         .         .         from         .         .         New  York 
34     .         .         .      do      .         ,         .     Baltimore 
30         .         .  do  .         .         Boston 

10     .         ,  .     do       .         .  .     New  Orleans. 

*  In  addition  to  the  above  there  was  a  large  number 
of  coastwise  arrivals  in  the  fourth  quarter  of  1833,  not 
required  bylaw  to  be  entered  at  the  Custom  House. 
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January, 

7 

0 

12 

35 

14 

68 

February,     . 

11 

3 

30 

371     7 

88 

March, 

7 

1 

46 

122 

28 

201 

April, 

11 

0 

45 

220 

37 

313 

May, 

8 

2 

70 

230 

29 

339 

8 

7 

61 

229 

25 

330 

July, 

14 

3 

84 

252 

54 

407 

August,     . 

13 

3 

49 

167 

4(; 

'272 

September, 

4 

5 

61 

i'09 

39 

318 

October,      . 

8 

0 

52 

183 

38 

284 

November, 

7    2;  41 

171 

34 

255 

December,     . 

3    5    37 

95 

26 

166 

' 





Total. 

IO1I34  291 

1950371 

3047 

Arrivals  and  Clearances. 

American  Tonnage  entered  from   foreign 

ports  in  the  fourth  quarter  of  1833. _  14,485  72 

Foreign    Tonnage   entered  from  foreign 

ports,  in  the  fourth  quarter  af  1833.  _  5,684  20 

American    Tonnage   cleared  for    foreign 

ports,  in  the  fourth  quarter  of  1833.  14,451  31 
Foreign     Tonnage     cleared    for   foreign 

ports,  in  the  fourth  quarter  of  1833.         4,591  01 


Bark  — The  Inspector  of  Bark  has  politel}'  furnished 
us  with  the  following  statement  of  the  quantity  of  Bark, 
inspected  in  1831,  '32,  and  '33,  viz: 

1831  3975  hlids.     6  tierces,     137  brls. 

1832  2235     "         3       «'  159     " 

1833  3414     "         1       "      .     169     " 

JOSEPH  S.  RILEY,  Inspector. 


THE    REGISTER 

PHILADELPHIA,  FEB.  1,  1834. 

The  navigation  of  the  Delaware  has  been  interrupt- 
ed this  week  by  floating  ice — and  the  Schuylkill  has 
been  closed.  The  weather  is  now  more  moderate,  and 
probably  those  obstructions  will  soon  be  removed. 

We  are  indebted  to  a  friend  at  Washington  for  a 
pamphlet  copy  of  Mr.  Binney's  speech,  which  will  be 
inserted,  after  the  document  commenced  this  week, 
shall  have  been  concluded. 

From  Mr.  Miller  we  have  received  the  fourth  report 
of  the  Commissioners  on  the  Revised  Code,  to  the  Le- 
gislature, 

HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

A  Quarterly  Meeting  of  the  Historical  Society  of 
Pennsylvania  will  be  held  at  the  Philosophical  Hall, 
over  the  Athenaeum, on  Mond.ay  evening,  the  3d  instant, 
at  7  o'clock.  The  attendance  of  the  members  is  par- 
ticularly requested. 

J.  B.  TYSON,  Sec'y. 

Februarv  1st,  1834. 
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MUNCY  AND  MONROE  TURNPIKE  ROAD  COM- 
PANY. 

Report  oftht  Preaidtnt  and  Managers  to  the  Stockhold- 
ers of  the  Muncy  and  Alonroe  turnpike  Road  Com- 
pany. 

The  Miincy  and  Monroe  Turnpike  Road  Company 
originated  in  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  passed  Februa- 
ry 23,  1831,  which  authorized  the  Governor  to  grant  a 
charter  to  the  company  as  soon  as  150  shares  of  the  stock 
at  $20  each  should  be  taken.  /  subscription  to  the 
amount  of  20,000  dollars  was  authorized,  and  the  Com-  j 
pany  were  required  to  commence  the  work  within  three 
j'ears  after  the  passage  of  the  act  and  to  complete  it 
within  eight  years  tliereafter.  The  whole  amount  of 
$20,000  has  not  been  subscribed-,  but274shares  amount- 
ing to  §5,480,  wliicli  is  more  than  the  amount  required 
by  the  act,  having  been  taken,  the  charter  wasgi'anted 
July  16,  1832,  and  on  the  28th  day  of  August  following 
the  company  was  organized. 

The  first  object  of  the  Managers  was  to  locate  the 
road:  in  the  performance  of  which  duty  they  regret  that 
they  have  found  some  difficulty,  not  in  the  choice  of  a 
feasible  and  eligible  route,  but  in  giving  satisfaction  to 
those  differently  interested.  A  route  under  the  authori- 
ty of  the  state,  had  been  surveyed  and  located  at  much 
expense,  by  Messrs.  Brindle,  Eldked,  and  Mason, 
Commissioners  appointed  by  the  Legislature.  All  three 
of  these  gentlemen  being  officers  of  the  Company,  and 
the  last  named  a  Manager,  it  would  seem  to  be  inexpe- 
dient to  incur  the  expense  to  the  Company  of  another 
survey,  because  the  route  selecied  by  these  gentlemen, 
who  had  undoubtedl}'  discharged  their  duty  in  making 
examinations,  could  be  adopted  with  perhaps  a  few  al- 
terations, which  could  be  made  without  expense  when 
the  contractors  should  commence  the  work.  But  some 
of  the  stockholders  appearing  to  feel  a  great  desire  that 
the  road  should  pass  through  Hughesville,  and  the  Ma- 
nagers being  willing  to  gratify  them  if  possible,  author- 
ized at  their  first  meeting  a  survey  of  that  route;  which 
was  done,  and  all  the  Managers,  except  one,  proceeded 
to  examine  the  route  which  had  been  proposed  and  sur- 
veyed. The  result  was  an  unanimous  opinion  of  the 
Managers  that  part  of  the  route  was  impracticable,  and 
it  was  therefore,  abandoned.  But  witii  a  hope  of  find- 
ing another  route  passing  through  Hugliesville,  more 
eligible,  they  formed  two  parties  and  separated,  each 
party  exploring  a  new  route.  And  after  a  full  examina- 
tion, and  finding  all  the  routes  unfavorable,  a  majority 
of  the  Board  agreed  to  adopt  the  route  of  the  State 
road,  selected  by  the  Commissioners,  with  such  altera- 
tions as  might  be  found  necessary  or  proper  for  the  pur- 
pose of  avoiding  steep  ascents  and  obtaining  belter 
ground.  Tha  President  and  Managers,  however,  have 
the  satisfaction  of  assuring  the  Stockliolders  that  all  the 
difficulties  attending  the  locatinn,  and  which  were  tlie 
consequences  thereof,  have  passed  away  without  injur 
ing  in  the  least  degree  the  prospects  of  the   Company. 

It  being  evident  that  the  funds  of  the  Company  were 
not  sufficient  to  complete  the  road,  the  Managers  have 
not  prosecuted  tlie  work  with  as  much  vigor  as  they 
would  desire,  and  as  tliey  would  have  done  under  differ- 
ent circumstances.  Two  contracts,  however,  have  been 
made,  one  for  making  half  a  mile  covering  a  part  of  the 
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most  difficult  section  of  the  road,  at  gl  40  per  rod,  or 
at  the  i-ate  of  §443  00  per  mile.  The  other  contract  is 
for  making  a  quarter  of  a  mile  at  §1  31  per  rod,  which 
is  at  the  rate  of  $419  20  per  mile.  The  contractors  for 
the  first  half  mile  have  commenced  work,  and  have  pro- 
gressed so  far  that  they  will  be  able  to  complete  it  in  a 
few  weeks  after  the  season  for  operations  of  this  kind 
shall  open  in  the  spring,  at  wliich  time  the  Managers 
are  resolved  to  prosecute  the  work,  by  entering  into  new 
contracts  for  making  the  road,  as  extensively  as  the 
means  of  the  Company  will  warrant,  relying  upon  the 
public  spirit,  the  enterprise,  and  the  intelligence  of  the 
people,  to  make  up  the  deficiency  in  the  funds  of  the 
Company. 

The  Managers  confidently  believe  that  public  atten- 
tion cannot  fail  to  be  directed  sooner  or  later  to  the  im- 
portance of  constructing  this  road.  It  lies  almost  on  a 
direct  line  from  Washington  city  to  the  northern  lakes, 
and  the  Allegheny  mountain,  if,  where  the  road  will 
pass,  it  may  so  be  called,  scarcely  presents  an  impedi- 
ment to  its  general  utility.  With  a  view  of  making  pub- 
lic the  advantages  which  this  route  presents,  the  Board 
deem  it  proper  to  give  a  short  description  of  it,  the 
facts  of  which  wore  obtained  by  the  survey  which  was 
carefully  made.     It  follows: — 

The  ground  from  Muncy  to  Webster's  is  firm  and 
hard,  of  an  excellent  quality  for  making  road.  Between 
those  places  it  pas.'^es  over  some  gentle  undulations,  but 
no  hill  worthy  of  being  noted.  The  ground  is  general- 
ly rising  but  almost  imperceptibly  for  eleven  miles  to 
the  foot  of  the  Allegheny.  The  southern  side  of  this 
hill  is  passed  in  the  distance  of  one  mile,  at  sn  ascent  of 
,  four  and  a  half  degrees  from  a  horizental  line.  Passing 
the  summit  of  the  mountain,  a  distance  of  two  and  a  half 
j  miles,  the  descent  of  the  north  side  gradually  begins, 
I  but  which  descends  generally  at  about  the  same  degree 
j  as  its  southern  side.  The  route  then  strikes  the  flats  of 
I  the  Ogdonian  creek,  a  branch  of  the  I.oyalsock,  and 
I  pursues  a  level  route,  with  few  immaterial  exceptions, 
I  to  the  foot  of  Lick  hill.  It  ascends  this  about  80  rods 
at  five  degrees,  and  the  rest  of  ilie  hill,  about  three 
I  quarters  of  a  mile  rises  at  four  degrees.  From  the 
I  summit  of  this  hill,  it  is  five  miles,  the  whole  distance 
'  almost  level  to  the  foot  of  Burnet's  ridge.  'l"h  s  is  the 
most  considerable  hill  on  the  whole  route,  but  the  south 
j  side  is  overcome  in  a  distance  of  three  quaiters  of  a 
mde,  at  an  ascent  of  five  degrees.  From  the  summit 
'  North  the  route  descends  gradually  from  one  to  two  de- 
'  grees,  scarcely  to  be  perceivtd,  a  distance  of  two  and  a 
;  iialf  miles.  I  hen  it  descends  to  Mill  stone  lun,  a  mile 
t  and  tliree  quarters,  varying  from  two  to  four,  and  in 
I  some  short  distances  to  five  degrees.  From  Mill  stone 
i  rim  it  is  seven  and  a  half  miles  to  Monroe  Corners, 
j  nearly  level  the  whole  distance. 

From  an  examination  of  these  facts,  which  have  been 
I  obtained  by  an  examination  of  the  ground,  by  the  Pre- 
(  sident  and  Managers,  it  will  be  found  that  there  are  on- 
ly three  points,  where  there  are  any  material  deviations 
I  from  a  level  road — the  Allegheny,  Lick  hill  and  Biu-- 
j  net's  ridge,  and  that  the  road  will  pass  them  at  so  trifling 
an  elevation  that  they  form  no  objection  to  the  road. 
;  In  the  whole  distance  from  Muncy  to  Monroe,  there  are 
only  400  rods  or  one  mile  and  a  quarter,  which  deviates 
.five  degrees  from  a   level;  and  about  two  miles  and 
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three  quarters  which  rises  four  and  four  and  a  half  de- 
grees. All  the  rest  is  less  than  four  By  applying  me- 
chanical principles,  as  now  settled  and  approved  by 
those  who  understand  the  science,  to  this  road,  which 
before  the  road  is  made,  will  be  tlie  only  means  of  ascer- 
taining its  feasibility  and  uliliiy,  it  will  be  found  that  no 
greater  loads  are  drawn  over  the  best  level  roads  in  this 
part  of  the  country,  than  can  be  drawn  over  this  by  the 
application  of  the  same  power.  To  go  into  a  mathe- 
matical calculation  of  the  weight  which  a  span  of  horses 
can  draw  over  the  worst  parts  of  this  road  will  require 
some  little  time  and  trouble,  and  will  be  entering  a  field 
not  usual  in  estimating  the  advantages  and  disailvanta- 
ges  of  a  common  turnpike  road.  But  we  believe  it 
would  be  better  forthe  country  if  it  were  done  in  layinj; 
out  all  common  roads,  because  the  ascent  which  is  ad- 
missible on  any  road  over  which  loads  are  to  be  drawn, 
may  be  accurately  ascertained  by  well  settled  principles. 
We  are  induced  to  do  it  in  this  case  for  the  purpose  of 
proving  to  the  satisfaction  of  every  reader,  that  what- 
ever obstacle  the  Allegheny  may  present  at  other  places 
to  the  formation  of  a  good  road,  it  really  presents  none 
here.  The  formidable  mountains  which  the  traveller 
encounters  between  Berwick  and  Towanda,  here  dwin- 
dle into  ordinary  hills. 

It  is  said  that  the  average  draught  of  a  horse  going  at 
the  rate  of  two  and  a  half  miles  per  hour  is  equal  to 
raising  150  lbs.  suspended  over  a  pully.  It  has,  how- 
ever, bee  n  estimated  much  higher,  and  some  of  the 
best  informed  upon  the  subject  place  it  as  high  as  200 
pounds,  and  this  is  still  less  than  others  have  placed  it. 
The  friction  at  the  axle  of  a  wheel  has  been  ascertained 
to  be  equal  to  one  fortieth  part  of  the  load,  and  a  wheel 
is  propelled  at  a  mechanical  advantage,  equal  to  the 
ratio  of  the  diameter  of  the  wheel  to  the  diameter  of  the 
axle.  In  ascending  the  slope  of  a  road,  the  load,  or  ra- 
ther the  resistance  to  tlie  progress  of  the  carriage,  in- 
creases as  the  degree  of  ascent  increases.  '1  hat  portion 
of  the  load  which  would  be  represented  on  a  quadrant 
by  the  «j)?eof  the  angle  of  inclination,  is  to  be  added  to 
the  actual  draught  of  the  horse,  supposing  it  to  be  sus- 
pended over  a  pully.  To  make  this  principle  still  plain- 
er, we  will  express  it  differently: — between  a  horizontal 
and  a  vertical  line,  there  are  ninety  degrees.  It  may  be 
divided  into  as  many  parts  as  may  be  desired,  but  for 
purposes  of  practical  convenience  a  quarter  of  a  circle 
has  been  divided  into  ninety  parts,  called  degrees.  If 
the  horizontal  line  be  raised  one  degree,  the  vertical  line 
of  the  quarter  circle,  is  thrown  one  degree  from  its  verti- 
cal position,  and  a?  that  one  degree  is  to  the  ninety  de- 
grees of  the  quarter  circle,  so  is  the  increase  of  the  re- 
sistance to  the  load.  That  is,  where  the  inclination  is  five 
degrees,  the  horse  must  actually  lift  five-ninetieth  parts 
or  one-eighteenth  part  of  the  load;  wheieas  before  the 
carriage  began  to  ascend.  ti>e  resistance  was  only  the 
friction  and  the  inequalities  of  the  road.  Common  wag- 
gons will  weigh  about  five  hundred  pounds;  the  diame- 
ter of  the  fore  wheels  are  three  feet  eight  inches,  the 
hind  wheels  four  feet  eight  inches.  The  axles  of  both 
are  about  four  inches.  The  friction  then,  according  to 
the  foregoing  rules,  at  the  fore  wheel,  amounts  to  one 
in  440,  and  at  the  hind  wheel,  to  one  in  560,  the  average 
of  which,  will  be  one  in  500.  That  is,  ahorse  must  ex- 
ert the  same  power  to  overcome  the  friction  at  the 
wheels  of  a  common  waggon,  weighing  with  its  loa<l  500 
pounds.that  he  would  to  draw  one  pound  fastened  at  the 
end  of  a  string,  and  suspended  over  a  pully.  So  that 
on  a  perfect  level  road,  where  there  is  no  other  resis- 
tance than  the  mere  friction  of  the  wheel,  one  horse  will 
draw,  on  such  a  wagon,  33  tons  and  a  fraction  over,  es- 
timating his  power  at  150  pounds.  This  is  vastly  more 
than  is  commonly  drawn  on  the  best  level  turnpike 
roads,  because  there  are  other  deductions  to  be  made 
besides  the  fi-iction  at  the  axle.  Small  stones  against 
which  the  wheels  are  continually  coming  in  contact, 
and  the  penetration  of  the  wheels  into  the  ruts  of  the 
road  form  by  far  the  greatest  part  of  the  resistance.     It 


is  estimated  that  143  parts  of  the  power  of  a  horse  is 
-expended  in  overcoming  these  obstacles  on  the  most  fa- 
vorable level  road,  so  that  only  seven  pounds  of  a  horse 
power  is  exerted  against  the  friction  of  the  asle  in  pro- 
pelling a  waggon.  There  is,  however  another  materi- 
al fiict  which  is  to  be  taken  into  consideration.  A  horse 
does  not  continually  exert  his  whole  strength,  but  the 
estimate  of  his  power,  is  made  upon  the  supposition  that 
so  much  of  it  is  to  be  continually  exerted  for  eight  hours 
in  a  day,  and  is  made  with  direct  reference  to  what  the 
horse  it  able  to  bear  without  injury.  I  his  average  pow- 
er, as  we  have  befure  stated,  is  sometimes  rated  at  more 
than  200  pounds.  What  the  maximum  strength  is  we 
do  not  know,  but  from  what  we  every  day  see,  we  must 
conclude  that  it  is  far  above  such  a  draught  as  he  would 
be  able  to  bear,  without  injury,  eight  hours  a  day. 
Some  writers  rate  the  power  of  a  horse  at  240  pounds, 
when  the  horse  is  used  six  hours  in  a  day,  and  goes  a 
little  less  than  two  and  a  halt  rrriles  an  hour — but  even 
this  must  fall  far  shrrt  of  the  absolute  power  of  a  com- 
mon horse.  But  as  we  desire  to  be  within,  rather  than 
beyond  the  truth,  in  any  calculation  we  may  make, 
with  reference  to  this  road,  we  will  not  go  beyond  200 
pounds  as  sometimes  rated  for  a  horse  power,  to  be  ex.- 
erted  eight  hours  in  a  day.  Over  many  of  the  roads  fn 
this  country,  a  common  team  of  two  horses  draw  only 
from  15  to  18  cwt.  and  few  go  above  15  cwt.  and  then 
only  when  two  or  more  teams  are  in  company  so  that  in 
going  up  some  of  the  hills  they  can  assist  each  other, 
by  doubling  teams.  We  are  not  acquainted  with  any 
road,  except  for  short  distances,  where  the  average  load 
of  an  ordinary  team,  exceeds  one  ton  besides  the  weight 
of  the  carriage.  On  this  road  we  will  suppose  that 
3000  pounds,  that  is,  a  wagon  weighing  500  pounds 
loaded  with  2500  pounds  is  to  be  dragged  by  two  horses 
over  the  most  difficult  ascent  on  this  road,  which  rises 
five  degrees  above  a  horizontal  line.  One-eigliteenth 
part  of  this  load,  or  166  and  2-3  pounds  are  to  be  lifted 
by  the  horses.  The  power  then  which  will  be  necessa 
ry  to  drag  the  load  up  this  ascent,  at  the  rate  of  two  and 
a  half  miles  an  hour,  may  be  estimated  thus. 

The  tisu  1  inequalities  of  the  road  143  pounds. 

Five  degrees  of  ascent  166|  say  167 

friction  at  the  axle  6 

Total  316 

Thus  it  appears  that  this  falls  84  pounds  short  of 
many  of  the  estimates  of  a  two  horse  power,  400 
pounds;  so  that  it  requires  no  unusual  exertion  of  pow- 
er for  two  horses  to  drag  a  greater  load  over  the  worst 
part  of  this  ruad,  than  is  usually  taken  over  the  Ber- 
wick turnpike  only  by  means  of  doubling  teams.  This 
excess  of  80  pounds  is  sufficient  to  move  at  the  same 
speed,  on  a  level  road,  where  there  is  no  other  resistance 
than  the  friction  of  the  wheel,  a  friction  more  than  18 
tons,  and  on  a  common  level  road,  with  the  usual  re- 
sistance added  to  the  friction,  1680  lbs.  This  excess 
may  be  applied  to  increasing  the  load  or  the  speed,  the 
last  of  which,  we  think,  could  be  rated  on  this  road  at 
thirty  miles  a  day.  The  very  great  advantages,  there- 
fore, of  this  road  must,  we  think,  be  apparent  to  every 
one  who  is  acquainted  with  the  condition  and  character 
of  the  principal  roads  in  this  section  of  the  state. 

5y  comparing  this  route  with  others  leading  North 
and  South,  it  is  foimd  that  distance  is  against  all  the 
other  routes,  and  in  favour  of  this.  If  this  turnpike 
were  completed  it  would  inevitably  take  the  whole  of 
the  Northern  and  Southern  travel.  By  drawing  a  line 
from  Washington  City  to  Geneva,  in  the  state  of  New 
York,  a  point  at  which  the  routes  unite,  it  will  be  found 
that  Towanda  and  Muncy  lie  nearly  on  a  line,  and  also 
nearly  on  a  straight  line  from  Washington  City  to 
Sackett's  Harbor,  on  Lake  Ontario.  The  great  inland 
route,  from  North  lo  South,  must  always  pass  through 
the  great  valley  of  the  Susquehanna  which  will  alw.^yB 
secure  to  this  route  a  decided  advantage.  From  North- 
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umberland  there  are  three  routes  besides  this  which 
unite  again  at  Geneva,  the  shortest  of  which  is  by  the 
way  of  Willianisport  and  Elmira,  and  is  7  miles  longer 
than  this  route,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following'  table 
of  distances: 

Elmira  Route, 
From  Northumberland  to 

Williamsport  the  distance  is    40  miles. 
Elmira  76     " 

Geneva  60     «' 


Total 


176 


Berwick  Route, 

From  Northumberland  to 

Berwick 

33  miles 

Towanda 

58     " 

Ithaca 

50     " 

Geneva 

42     " 

Total 

183 

Owego  Jioute. 

From  Northumberland  to 

Wilkesbarre 

61  miles. 

Owego 

78     " 

Ithaca 

29     " 

Geneva 

42     " 

Total 

210 

Mtinci/  Route. 

From  Northumberland  to 

Muncy 

26  miles 

Towanda 

50     " 

Ithaca 

50     '« 

Geneva 

42     " 

Total 


168 


With  a  view  of  these  facts,  the  advantages  of  ground 
presenting  a  good  soil  with  slight  ascents,  and  being 
the  shortest  route,scarcely  a  doubt  can  exist  that  a  well 
made  road  connecting  Towanda  and  Muncy,  will  se- 
cure the  whole  of  the  travelling  which  is  continually 
ebbing  and  flowing  from  North  to  South.  At  present 
the  Northern  and  Southern  travellers  are  forced  to  go 
240  miles  out  of  their  direct  course  by  the  way  of  New 
York.  Can  the  idea  be  entertained  a  moment  that  any 
one  prosecuting  his  business,  would  choose  to  travel 
565  miles  for  the  purpose  of  going  325?  If  this  road 
were  completed,  the  whole  of  this  travelling  would  be 
secured  to  this  road,  which  has  one  half  less  land  car- 
riage than  the  New  York  route.  Those  who  have  pass- 
ed from  Washington  northward,  by  the  way  of  New 
York,  may  easily  conceive  how  the  number  of  passen- 
»gers  would  be  swelled  upon  this  road.  But  if  we  should 
be  disappointed  in  this  estimate,  and  we  should  have 
only  one  half  of  the  business  and  one  third  of  the  plea- 
sure travelling,  which  now  passes  by  way  of  New  York, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  stock  of  this  company 
would  be  as  good  as  the  stock  of  the  great  Philadelphia 
and  Lancaster  load,  so  that  instead  of  sinking  the  capi- 
tal vested,  as  has  been  done,  in  the  attempt  to  climb 
the  mountains  between  Berwick  and  Towanda,  it  would 
yield  a  reasonable  profit. 

To  the-  inhabitants  in  the  vicinity  of  this  road,  and 
at  each  end  of  it,  there  are  other  considerations,  which 
should  force  their  attention  to  its  early  completion.  By 
a  reference  to  the  map  of  Pennsylvania,  it  will  be  seen 
at  a  glance,  that  the  nearest  points  at  which  the  North 
and  West  Branches  approach  each  other,  are  at  Muncy 
and  Towanda;  and  the  completion  of  the  road  would 
immediately  open  an  immense  trade,  of  which  Towanda 
and  Muncy  would  become  the  depots.  The  plaster  and 
salt  of  the  North  would  be  exchanged  in  large  quanti- 
ties for  the  iron   and  lime  of  the  South.     We  have  all 


witnessed  the  immense  exchanges  of  these  articles  that 
are  continually  made  between  Williamsport  and  Klmlra, 
with  the  present  almost  impassable  condition  of  that 
road.  The  inhabitants  of  Williamsport  are  not  looking 
to  this  quarter  for  their  supplies  of  salt  and  plaster,  but 
Elmira  is  sixteen  miles  more  distant  from  them  than  To- 
wanda, and  as  soon  as  the  Owego  and  Ithaca  rail  road 
shall  be  completed,  which  event  is  expected  the  ensu- 
ing summer,  those  articles  can  be  obtained  cheaper  at 
Towanda  than  at  Elmira.  Is  it  not  certain  then  that 
the  whole  Northern  trade  of  Williamsport  would  inev- 
itably take  this  channel  as  soon  as  a  good  road  be 
opened.  It  will  not  be  less  certain  because  their  at- 
tention has  not  been  directed  this  way.  Commerce  is 
always  controlled  by  interest;  and  if  the  inhabitants  of 
Williamsport  could  obtain  their  supplies  of  salt  and 
plaster  at  a  less  price  by  going  59  miles  for  it  instead  of 
75,  they  would  leave  their  accustomed  channel  and 
take  the  new  one.  The  saving  to  them,  in  the  trans- 
portation alone,  would  be  about  equal  to  j^3  00  per 
ton. 

In  conclusion, thePresident  and  Managers  deem  it  pro- 
per,not  only  to  urge  these  views  upon  the  stockholders, 
but  to  urge  them  individually  to  perseverance,  in  im- 
pressing upon  the  community  the  importance  of  this 
road,  not  only  as  a  means  of  facilitating  the  con'inued 
intercourse  between  the  North  and  South,  which  will 
eventually  be  effected  by  means  of  this  road,  but  as  a 
means  of  promoting  their  own  interest  and  conve- 
nience. In  comparison  to  the  importance  of  the  object 
to  be  accomplished,  the  expense  of  its  construction  is  a 
mere  trifle,  and  the  means  of  the  country  abundant. 
We  are  confident  that  nothing  is  wanting  but  a  proper 
understanding  of  the  value  of  the  improvement,  and 
the  true  interest  of  the  inhabitantsin  its  vicinity,  to  find 
public  spirit  and  enterprise  roused,  and  a  sufficient 
amount  of  funds  invested  to  complete  the  work  without 
delay. 

By  order  ofthe  Board, 

ED.  J.  ELDRED,  President. 


From  the  Philadelphia  Gazette. 
PROCEEDINGS  OF  COUNCILS. 

Friday  evening,  Dec.  6th.     ■ 
SELECT  COUNCIL. 

In  the  absence  ofthe  president,  Mr.  Groves  was  call- 
ed to  the  chair. 

Mr.  Worrell  presented  a  petition  from  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Union  Church, 
praying  for  the  erection  of  a  patent  reflecting  lamp,  in 
front  of  their  church,  in  Fourth  street,  near  Arch.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Select  Committee  appointed  on  a  similar 
application  from  the  Fifth  Baptist  Church. 

Mr.  Lippincott  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  read  in 
his  place  a  bill, entitled  a  "Supplement  to  an  Ordinance 
for  appropriating  the  sum  of  §10,000  from  the  income 
ofthe  Girard  Estates,  for  the  improvement  of  the  city 
property  on  Schuylkill."  The  bill  provides  that  the 
further  sum  of  goboo  be  appropriated  from  the  sjime 
fund,  to  he  devoted  to  defr.iy  the  expenses  of  paving. 
Mr.  L.  in  presenting  the  bill,  remarked,  that  from  the 
late  appropriation  of  $10,000,  the  sum  of  600  had  been 
set  apart  for  paving  expenses,  which  had  not  been 
found  sufficient.  This  bill  was  read  three  times,  pass- 
ed, and  sent  to  Common  Council  for  concurrence. 

The  Committee  on  the  Girard  Lands,  out  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Philadelphia,  made  a  report  in  relation  to  the  situ- 
ation of  Girard  Lands  in  Erie  county,  accompanied 
with  a  letter  from  George  A.  Elliott,  Esq.  ofthe  town 
of  Erie,  .agent  for  the  lands  under  Mr.  Girard. 

The  letter  communicated  information  that  the  Gi- 
rard propel  ty  in  Erie  county,  consists  of  5700  acres  of 
excellent  land,  situated  about  25  miles  from  Erie,  and 
six  from  the  lake  shore.     Previous  to  the  death  of  Mr. 
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Girard,  Mr.  Elliott  had  contracted  for  building  a  grist- 
mill on  the  premises,  but  that  event  dissolved  the  con- 
tiact.  The  land  is  of  the  first  quality  for  grazing,  but 
has  not  been  improved,  except  in  one  or  two  ]>laces, 
which  has  been  taken  possession  of  by  squatters.  Mr. 
E.  further  stated  that  there  are  taxes  for  1832  and  '23, 
to  the  amount  of  $265  99,  due  and  unpaid  on  the 
lands. 

To  the  report  were  appended  two  rt  solutions,  em- 
powering the  committee  to  employ  an  agent  to  take 
charge  of  the  lands  in  question,  who  shall  be  allowed 
a  fair  compensation,  and  directing  tlie  Board  of  Com- 
missioners of  the  Girard  Estate,  to  pay  to  the  order  of 
Mr.  Elliott,  the  amount  due  for  taxes,  together  with 
five  per  cent,  commission,  Both  resolutions  were 
adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Girard  Lands,  to  whom  was  re- 
ftrred  an  item  of  unfinished  business,  in  relation  to 
the  Boudinot  lands,  m  ide  a  report  on  the  subject,  re- 
commending that  application  be  made  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, (or  permission  to  sell  the  lands  bequeathed  the  ci- 
ty, by  Elias  Boudinot,  of  Mount  Holly,  N.  J.  and  that 
the  proceeds  be  applied  to  the  purposes  named  by  the 
testator.  A  memorial  to  the  legislature  was  appended. 
The  bequest  of  Mr.  Boudinot,  consists  of  a  tract  of  un- 
improved land  in  Centre  county,  which  has  proved  en- 
tirely unavailing  as  a  source  of  revenue;  the  proceeds 
were  directed  by  the  testator  to  be  used  for  the  pur- 
chase of  fuel  in  the  summer  season,  which  should  be 
sold  to  the  poor  during  the  winter  at  a  low  price. 

Select  Council  passed  resolutions  directing  the  memo- 
rial to  be  forwarded  to  the  legislature,  and  instructing 
the  City  Solicitor  to  append  thereto  a  copy  of  the  will 
of  Mr.  Boudinot. 

The  ordinance  providing  for  the  appointment  of  Joint 
Standing  Committees,  was  received  from  Common 
Council,  amended,  in  which  amendments  the  Select 
Council  concurred,  by  a  vote  of  5  to  4,  and  the  bill  was 
finally  passed. 

COMVION  COUNCIL. 

A  petition  was  presented  from  sundry  citizens  on  the 
Schuylkill  Front,  praying  that  measures  may  be  adopt- 
ed to  prevent  the  violation  of  the  Sabbath  that  now  oc- 
curs in  tiiat  neighborhood  below  Walnut  street.  He- 
ferred  to  Committee  on  Police, 

A  petition  was  presented  from  Thomas  and  George 
Truman,  stating  that  tliey  have  invented  an  improved 
reflecting  Lamp,  and  pray  that  Councils  w  ill  appoint  a 
committee  to  examine  its  merits.  Referred  to  a  select 
committee,  consisting  of  Messrs  Wright  and  Byerly  of 
the  Common  Council,  and  Messrs.  Worrell  and  Price 
of  the  Select. 

Cn  motion  of  Mr.  Chandler,  Council  entered  on  the 
csnsideration  of  the  Ordinance  establishing  a  new  Po- 
lice ibr  the  city.  On  motion  of  Dr.  Huston,  Council 
resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Dr.  Schott 
in  the  chair.  The  question  being,  shall  this  Ordinance 
pass  a  third  reading — 

Dr.  Huston  moved  to  strike  out  certain  words  from 
the  enacting  clause.  He  said,  in  making  a  m(  tion  of 
that  kind  he  would  not  disguise  that  if  it  prevailed,  he 
would  follow  it  up  with  other  amendments  which  would 
totally  change  the  character  of  the  whole  bill. 

A  message  from  the  Select  Council  here  interrupted 
Dr.  Huston's  remarks,  and  before  he  resumed,  Mr. 
Troth  rose  and  stated,  that  as  it  appeared  Dr.  H.  had 
come  prepared  to  offer  objections  in  detail  to  the  bill, 
it  would  perhaps  be  acceptable  to  the  friends  of  the 
bill,  if  he  would  freely  express  his  objections,  without 
attacking  it  by  slight  amendmen's,  whose  tendency 
could  not  well  be  seen,  unless  the  mover  of  them  chose 
to  explain — thai  the  friendsof  the  bill  entert.iiiied  great 
respect  for  his  (Dr.  M's)  opinions  on  the  subject,  and 
did  not  do\ibt,  in  case  he  succeeded  in  defeating  the 
present  bill,  that  he  was  prepared  to  offer  as  a  substi- 
bute  one  which  should  be  abundantly  belter. 


Dr.  Huston  said  in  reply — After  the  invitation  from 
the  gentleman  on  my  right,  (Mr.  Troth,)  I  will  endea- 
vour to  explain  to  the  committee  the  considerations 
which  induce  me  to  object  to  the  passage  of  this  bill. 
In  the  first  place,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  not  conceal  from 
you  that  I  object  to  the  bill  entirely.  It  is  based  on  the 
j  London  system  of  police,  a  system  which  is  altogether 
j  inapplicable  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  Our  popula- 
I  tion  is  very  far  from  being  of  the  degraded  character  of 
j  London,  and  we  do  not,  therefore,  need  the  force  and 
compulsion  which  is  necess:<ry  to  keep  the  population 
j  of  that  city  in  order.  Besides  this,  the  London  system 
is  inadequate  to  the  purpose  intended, though  elaborate 
and  highly  expensive.  It  is  contended  that  our  watch- 
men, as  at  present  organized,  have  too  much  ground  to 
pass  over  in  their  nightly  rounds;  yet  the  bill  before  us, 
instt  ad  of  narrowing  the  circuit,  actually  extends  it. 
We  have  now  107  beats — yet  your  bill  reduces  them  to 
100;  how  then  if  the  present  "system  is  defective,  as  it 
is  acknowledged  here  as  well  as  every  where  else,  can 
the  new  plan  be  better?  It  is  in  reality  worse.  You 
have  reduced  its  extent  to  get  rid  of  the  expense.  But 
I  would  have  you  bear  in  n  ind  that  the  system  you  now 
propo.se,  is  eminently  defective  and  inefficient,  unless 
carried  out  to  its  utmost  extent.  The  striking  off  of 
seven  beats  must  be  a  temporary  affair — for  as  the  de- 
fects of  the  new  plan  will  be  apparent,  even  to  its 
friends,  the  moment  it  goes  into  operation,  those  beats 
must  be  added,whiletheir  number  will  be  constantly  in- 
creasing with  the  growth  and  expansion  of  the  limits 
to  be  watched.  What  then  becomes  of  the  saving  it  is 
now  alleged  will  accrue?  I  admit  the  present  system 
is  exceedingly  bad.  The  city  is  in  reality  not  watched 
by  night,  and  during  the  day  it  is  left  to  take  care  of  it- 
self The  duties  of  the  watchmen  are  so  mixed  up  with 
others  as  to  be  for  all  useful  purposes,  entirely  nugato- 
ry. There  is  no  scouring  of  alleys  and  bye  streets  du- 
ring the  day,  as  there  should  be,  and  in  the  evening, 
until  watch  hours,  the  city  is  without  a  solitary  guar- 
dian; and  that  too,  when  its  quiet  is  so  frequently  dis- 
turbed by  collections  of  unruly  boys  at  various  points, 
and  when  unprotected  females,  whose  business  com- 
pels them  to  walk  alone  after  night  fall,  are  liable  to  be 
insulted  in  the  streets. 

The  great  evil  of  the  present  system  is  this.  You 
make  the  watchman  light  his  own  lamps;  that  occupies 
him  two  hours  at  least;  it  is  a  laborious  and  fatiguing 
duty,  and,  added  to  the  exhaustion  already  produced 
by  the  ordinary  occupations  of  the  day,  rendered  ne- 
cessary for  the  support  of  his  family  by  the  inadequacy 
of  his  wages,  when  the  hour  of  duty  arrives,  his  sys- 
tem is  so  much  exhausted  that  it  is  matter  of  no  wonder 
if  he  is  found  sleeping  in  his  box.  It  is  indeed  too 
much  to  expect  human  nature  to  bear  up  for  the  whole 
night  after  such  heavy  draughts  upon  its  powers.  The 
practice  of  calling  the  hours  is  a  certain  warning  for 
thieves  when  to  begin  and  when  to  cease  their  depre- 
dations. At  the  approach  of  d.aylight  again,your  watch- 
man puts  out  his  lamps  and  quits  his  post.  It  will  be 
foun<l,I  vk'ill  not  hesitate  to  say,  thiit  more  robberies  are 
committed  in  this  interval,  than  at  any  other  time.  Let 
the  system  be  remedied  by  giving  the  watchman  plenty 
of  wholesome  rest — give  him  time  and  help — pay  him 
well — let  him  be  excused  from  lighting  his  lamps,  as 
well  as  putting  them  out.  1  hey  should  burn  out  of 
themselves,  as  they  do  in  other  cities,  he  would  stay  on 
his  beat  until  broad  daylight.  The  loss  of  oil  would 
not  be  great.  Have  also  a  da}'  watch.  Let  them  walk 
about  all  day,  and  quell  riots,  as  well  as  prevent  them 
in  the  evening,  make  them  responsible  for  their  re- 
spective districts,  which  being  small,  will  always  be 
kept  quiet.  These  modifications  will  enable  us  to  em- 
ploy a  better  and  more  intelligent  class  of  men  than  we 
have  heretofore  been  obl'ged  to  confide  in. 

Mr.  Chandler  addressed  the  committee  in  reply. 
It  is  true,  Mr,  Chairman,  that  the  bill  before  us  is  in 
a  great  measure  a  copy  of  the  London  Police  system, 
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and  if  it  be  an  elaborated  one.it  is  proper  that  it  should 
be  so,  because  it  is  intended,  like  its  prototype,  for  the 
care  and  regulation  of  a  great  city,  So  fiu-  from  its  be- 
ing found  inadequate,  it  is  highly  esteemed,  and  the 
citizens  of  London  cheerfully  yield  to  the  enormous  ad- 
ditional expenses  which  its  introduction  imposes  on 
them.  To  the  activity  and  usefulness  of  the  London 
day  police, the  newspapers  offer  us  continual  evidence. 
The  system,  there,  is  extended  and  expensive,  here,  it 
would  be  lessened,  because  our  limits  and  population 
are  smaller.  Great  cities  are  admitted  on  all  hands  to 
be  great  sores,-  we  should  therefore  (and  I  beg  pardon 
of  the  gentleman  who  has  addressed  the  committee,  for 
interfering  in  the  smallest  way  with  his  profession) 
make  the plaister  in  proportion.  We  have  nothing  to 
do  with  their  extensive  details.  The  expense  of  the 
system  is  the  only  objeclion  with  me,  and  that  I  do  ac- 
knowledge is  "a  rock  of  offence."  The  plan  is  beauti- 
ful— and  if  I  could  by  any  means  be  prevailed  upon  to 
reject  it,  I  must  say  that  will  be  only  because  o\u'  "po- 
verty, and  not  our  will  consents."  The  mere  presence 
of  a  day  police  will  prevent,  not  quell  a  riot.  Ex- 
pense is  inseparable  from  a  system  so  perfect  as  this. 
If  we  do  lake  seven  men  off,  and  leave  a  bare  hundred, 
we  keep  our  men  on  duty  all  the  time.  The  gentle- 
man offers  us  no  better  plan — no  digested  system,  nor 
a  cheaper  one.  I  am  prepared  to  stand  by  this  here, 
as  well  as  elsewhere.  All  I  have  to  urge  is  this,  that 
we  do  not  patch  up  a  bad  system  when  the  cost  of  the 
patch  will  buy  us  a  new  coat. 

Mr.  Troth  said  that  the  will  of  Stephen  Girard  made 
it  absolutely  obligatory  on  Councils  to  legislate  on  this 
subject,  and  there  could  be  no  doubt  but  the  time  for 
such  action  had  arrived.  He  thought  they  ought  not 
to  strike  from  the  spirit  or  letter  of  the  will.  The  in- 
come of  the  Girard  estate,  say  in  two  years  from  this, 
would  unquestionably  be  ^130,000.  Now  it  was  small, 
because  heavy  improvements  were  in  course  of  com- 
pletion. After  all  allowances,  there  will  be  abundance 
left  to  build  up  a  Police  System  every  way  worthy  of 
the  will.  Dr.  Huston  offers  no  substitute  for  the  plan 
before  us.  What  then  sh.all  we  do?  Shall  we  wriit  for 
him?  I  say  proceed.  A  few  small  alter.itions  will  re- 
move all  difficulties.  The  present  system  is  so  bad  that 
it  connot  be  mended — we  must  have  an  entirely  new 
one.  The  watch-boxes  must  be  taken  out  of  the  streets. 
Let  us  not  postpone  the  subject.  I  am  not  afraid  to 
support  this  plan,  though  it  involve  a  cost  of  #45,000. 

Dr.  Huston  rejoined.  He  said  he  was  disappointed 
in  seeing  himself  thus  opposed;  nothing  but  a  sense  of 
duty  would  have  induced  him  to  persist  in  a  chance  of 
being  again  left  in  a  mortifying  minority,  as  had  been 
so  often  the  case  with  him.  He  washed  his  hands  of 
the  bill.  The  people  look  to  Councils  for  a  reduction 
of  taxes,  and  we  should  carry  out  the  will  in  so  reduc- 
ing them.  He  believed  Mr.  Troth  in  error  as  to  the 
income  of  the  Girard  estate;  his  estimate  was  only 
^60,000,  even  when  the  great  square  was  finished  and 
vented.  Yet  gl 0,000  more  than  we  now  spend  for  po- 
lice purposes,  is  to  be  spent  out  of  this  ^60,000.  The 
system  must  be  increased  in  six  months  so  as  to  swal- 
low up  all  the  income,  and  so  exclude  the  reduction  of 
taxes. 

Mr.  Troth  explained,  and  the  question  being  put  on 
the  amendment  proposed  byDr.  Huston,  it  was  reject- 
ed, there  being  but  one  vote  in  support  of  it. 


Thursday  evening,  Dec.  12M. 
SELECT    COUNCIL. 

The  President  submitted  the  following  communication 
from  the  City  Commissioners — 

The  City  Commissioners,  in  compliance  with  a  reso- 
lution of  Councils  passed  on  the  11th  April  last,  requir- 
ing them  to  report  to  Councils  at  tlicir  first  meeting  in 
December  annually  the  number  of  dwellings,  stores,  and 


public  buildings  erected  within  the  City  proper,  during 
the  season,  respectfully  submit  the  following  report. 

It  appears  from  the  Register  of  permits  granted  for 
placing  building  materials,  that  the  whole  number  of 
new  buildings  of  every  description  erected  within  the 
bounds  of  the  city  proper,  during  the  past  season,  has 
been  four  hundred  and  ninety-two. 

These  buildings  are  of  the  following  kinds,  in 


Three  story  dwellings. 

286 

Four  story  dwellings, 

26 

Two  story  dwellings, 

33 

Four  story  stores. 

59 

Three  story  stores, 

H 

Two  story  stores, 

2 

One  story  store. 

2 

Two  story  shops. 

4' 

One  story  shop, 

2 

Three  story  factory, 

1 

Two  story  manufactory, 

1 

Churches, 

5 

Three  story  public  school  house, 

1 

Stables, 

6 

Malt  house. 

1 

Two  story  coach  house. 

1 

Four  story  back  buildings. 

2 

1  hree  story  back  buildings. 

21 

Two  story  back  buildings. 

24 

One  story  back  building, 

4 

Total, 

492 

The  President  presented  a  communication  from  the 
City  Commissioners,  submitting  a  statement  in  relation 
to  various  appropriations  which  had  been  overdrawn. 
Referred  to  the  committee  on  Finance. 

The  President  presented  a  communication  from  the 
Managers  of  the  Will's  Hospital,  asking  for  the  use  of 
one  of  the  Council  chambers  for  a  place  of  meeting  for 
the  Board.  Referred  to  Committe  on  City  Hall  and 
State  House. 

Mr.  Eyre  presented  a  memorial  signed  on  behalf  of 
seventy  members  of  the  Washington  Fire  Company,  and 
by  a  number  of  citizens  not  firemen,  praying  for  the 
erection  of  a  Fire  Bell  in  the  south-western  section  of 
the  city.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fire  Compa- 
nies. 

Mr.  Price  offei-ed  a  resolution,  that  the  architect  and 
superintendent  of  Girard  College  Buildings,  be  directed 
to  prepare  and  submit  to  Councils,  two  drafts  and  de- 
scriptions of  the  said  buildings,  and  also  reports  in  du- 
plicate, showing  what  progress  has  been  made  in  the 
erection  thereof,  and  the  present  state  of  the  work  which 
was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Groves,  the  following  resolutions 
were  called  up  and  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  make  the  Schuylkill 
Permanent  Bridge  a  free  bridge. 

Resolved,  That  a  memorial  be  transmitted  to  the  Le- 
gislature of  this  State,  requesting  them  to  take  the  ne- 
cessary measure  for  providing  for  the  appointment 
of  such  number  of  disinterested  persons  as  they  may 
think  proper  to  appraise  the  s-iid  bridge,  and  determine 
the  value  thereof,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  an  act 
entitled  "  an  act  to  authorise  the  Governor  of  the  Com- 
monwealth to  incorporate  a  company  for  erecting  a  per- 
manent bridge  over  the  river  Schu}  Ikill,  at  or  near  the 
city  of  Philadelphia."— Approved,' March  16,  1798. 

Resolved,  That  the  memorial,  and  a  copy  of  the 
foregoing  resolution  be  signed  by  the  President  of  the 
Select  and  Common  Councils,  and  forwarded  by  them 
to  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate,  and  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  requesting  them  to  hay  the  same  be- 
fore the  bodies  of  the  Lcgi'^latiires,  over  which  they  re- 
spectively preside. 

Mr.  (.roves  called  uj)  the  ordinance  in  reference  to 
proposed  improvements  in  Franklin  Square,  which,  at 


DOCUMENrS  RELATING  TO  THE  REMOVAL  OF  THE  DEPOSITS. 


[Fkbhuart 


the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Eyre,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Squares. 

Mr.  Groves  offered  a  resolution  that  the  clerks  be  au- 
thorized to  arrange  the  papers,  resolutions  and  reports, 
which  have  been  acted  upon  by  the  preseri^  or  any  for- 
mer Councils,  and  label  them  so  that  they  may  be  con- 
veniently referred  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Meredith,  the  resolution  was  amend- 
ed, by  further  directing  the  clerks,  to  prepare  a  digest 
of  the  city  ordinances  passed  since  the  date  of  the  last 
digest,  and  of  the  acts  of  the  State  Legislature,  in  the 
same  period,  referring  to  llie  city,  and  that  they  be  al- 
lowed a  reasonable  compensation  for  their  services. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

COMMON  COUNCIL. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  tlie  subject  of 
estabhshing  an  asylum  for  lost  children,  made  report  that 
such  an  asylum  was  already  established  by  the  Provident 
Society,  in  South  alley,  into  which  between  two  and 
three  hundred  lost  children  have  been  received  annu- 
ally, and  restored  to  their  friends.  Committee  discharg- 
ed. 

Mr.  Toland,  from  the  Committee  on  Accounts,  pre- 
sented a  report,  recommending  the  addition  of  another 
member  to  the  Board  of  City  Commissioners,  accompa- 
nied by  an  ordinance  to  that  effect,  which  was  read  twice 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Chandler  called  up  the  ordinance  establishing  a 
new  police. 

Mr.  Gilder  said,  I  am  not  prepared,  Mr.  President,  to 
vote  on  this  bill,  and  I  believe  that  many  otlier  gentle- 
men are  equally  unprepared.  I  cannot  make  a  set 
speech  upon  the  question,  even  if  it  were  necessary,  or 
if  I  had  any  desire  to  launch  out  upon  a  topic  which  has 
been  so  fully  commented  on.  I'lUt  I  am  not  prepared 
to  swallow  up  the  whole  of  the  Girard  income  at  once, 
by  establishing  this  police  system.  It  now  amounts  to 
only  5g45,817,  and  this  police  bill  will  require  an  expen 
diture  of  that  sum,  in  addition  to  what  we  now  spend 
upon  tl  e  present  system.  The  whole  subject  has  been 
too  hastily  gone  through,  and  is  too  closely  pressed  on 
us  for  an  immediate  decision.  We  should  have  more 
time;  neither  we  nor  our  constituents  are  prepared  for 
so  large  an  expenditure  of  mont}'.  I  move,  sir,  that  the 
bill  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Chandler  replied, — 

I  rise,  Mr.  President,  quite  as  much  unprepared  to 
make  a  set  speech  as  the  gentleman  who  has  just  sat 
down;  and  I  beg  leave  moreover  to  assure  him  that  the 
horror  which  he  entertains  of  voting  away  the  public 
money,  is  not  a  whit  holier  than  that  which  I  myself  en- 
tertain. His  appeal  to  us  for  more  time  to  consider  tlie 
meritsof  this  bill,  would  have  carried  a  more  gi-acious 
appearance  with  it,  had  he  not  endeavored  to  put  a  stop- 
per on  the  whole  aff;iir  by  the  motion  he  h.is  just  made. 
No  matter  how  great  m.ay  be  our  desire  to  economise 
agreeably  to  the  imperative  suggestions  of  the  gentle- 
man, he  ties  our  hands  from  what  we  would  willingly 
do,  by  endeavoring  to  thrust  the  bill  out  of  the  house, 
where  it  will  be  quite  beyond  the  reach  of  any  economi- 
cal amendment.  If  we  are  to  be  reproached  with  want 
of  thrift  and  prudence  in  the  appropriation  of  this  money 
or  indeed  of  any  otiier  money  committed  to  oiu'  keep- 
ing by  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  let  us  at  least  have 
the  chance  of  retrenciiing;  let  the  subject  be  discussed 
in  such  a  way  as  to  afford  us  an  opportunity  of  doing 
much  good  with  a  little  money:  do  not  throw  the  mat- 
ter wholly  out  of  our  hands  by  a  proceeiiing  so  summa- 
ry as  this  But  remember,  sir,  th.it  the  object  now 
in  contemplation  is  an  especial  recommendation  of  the 
will  of  Stephen  Girard,  and  by  no  means  so  entirely 
within  our  discretion  as  the  gentleman  seems  to  suppose. 
We  were  last  week  told  that  in  two  years  from  this  the 
income  of  the  Girard  estate  would  be  $133,000— yet  the 
gentleman  now  says  the  whole  income  will  be  swallow- 
ed up,  having  assumed  it  to  be  no  more  than  about 


g45,000.  If  we  suffer  the  subject  to  pass  away  now, 
it  is  gone  altogether;  and  on  the  evils  of  such  a  result,  I 
am  certain  tiiat  I  need  not  enlarge.  Our  streets  are  out- 
raged in  a  way  that  I  am  confident  might  be  prevented. 
Talk  of  this  bill  increasing  our  taxes! — the  objection  is 
futile— let  a  store  be  broken  open  and  robbed  a  quan- 
tity of  good'i,  and  you  will  hear  how  heavy  that  tax  is. 
The  bill  has  not  been  hurried  through — it  came  up  lei- 
surely, and  has  been  bandied  about  from  committee  to 
committee,  and  from  meeting  to  meeting,  and  yet  gen- 
tlemen tell  us  they  are  not  prepared  to  vote  upon  it! — 
Tlie  outrage  in  Washington  street  last  night,  is  of  itself 
enough  to  prepare  them  to  vote — for  it  was  an  outrage 
disgraceful  to  the  police  of  our  city.  If  the  bill  is  really 
bad,  let  us  remedy  it,  not  reject  it  altogether. 

Dr.  Huston  rose  in  reply — 

It  is  highly  necessary,  Mr.  President,  to  decide  this 
question:  We  must  take  this  bill  altogether,  or  reject 
it  altogether.  I  must  be  allowed  to  say  that  I  will  give 
my  vote  for  the  rejection.  The  originator  of  the  bill 
himself  confessed  that  it  was  a  mere  experiment,  imper- 
fect in  its  details,  and  that  he  would  not  be  responsible 
for  the  inaccuracy  of  its  operations.  Who  then  does  the 
gentleman  on  my  left  (Mr.  Chandler)  expect  to  father 
it?  Surely  not  us,  who  cannotagree  even  upon  its  out- 
line. 1  repeat  it,  that  we  have  now  107  beats;  you  re- 
duce them  to  100,  and  thus  materially  lengthen  the 
round  of  the  watchman.  Gentlemen  whose  opinions 
are  entitled  to  high  respect  assert  that  it  is  a  mere  ex- 
periment. I  go  further,  and  say  bluntly  that  we  have 
not  the  money  to  spare.  I  hold  in  my  hand  an  official 
statement,  of  the  Girard  income,  and  it  amounts  to  on- 
ly §78,000,  out  of  which  some  very  heavy  items  are  to 
be  annually  paid.  Your  bill  calls  for  $56,000  more  than 
we  now  spend.  I  admit  it  is  an  especial  object  of  atten- 
tion in  the  will  of  Mr.  Girard,  but  it  is  by  i\o  means  the 
only  one,  neither  is  it  fair  for  gentlemen  to  say  that  we 
can  improve  the  police,  in  no  other  way  than  by  adopt- 
ing this  bill. 

The  question  being  taken  to  postpone  indefinitely,  it 
was  lost,  and  the  bill  was  finally  lost  by  council  refusing 
to  pass  it  to  a  third  reading.  A  new  bill  was  then  intro- 
duced, the  object  of  which  was  nearly  similar,  which 
was  read  three  times  and  passed,  by  the  following  vote: 

Jt/es — Messrs.  Byerly,  Chandler,  Firth,  Lancaster, 
M'.MuUin,  Montelius,  Robins,  Smith,  Schott,  Troth, 
Warner,  Wright,  White— 13. 

iVoes— Darragh,  Gilder,  Hutchinson,  Huston,-  Kirk, 
Toland.  Yarnall— 7. 
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Reasons  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
(Continued  from  page  74.) 
It  will,  I  presume,  be  admitted  on  all  hands,  that  the 
bank  v/as  incorporated  in  order  to  create  a  useful  and 
convenient  public  agent  to  assist  the  Government  in  its 
fiscal  operations.  The  act  of  incorporation  was  not  de- 
signed merely  as  an  act  of  favour  to  the  stockholders, 
nor  were  exclusive  privileges  given  to  them  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enabling  them  to  obtain  political  power,  or  to 
amass  wealth  at  the  expense  of  the  people  of  the  Unit- 
ed  States.  The  motive  for  establishing  this  vast  monop- 
oly w:is  the  hope  that  it  would  conduce  to  the  public 
good.  It  was  created  to  be  the  agent  of  the  public; 
to  be  employed  for  the  benefit  of  the  people;  and  the 
peculiar  privileges  and  means  of  private  emolument, 
given  to  it  bj-  the  act  of  incorporation,  were  intended 
as  rewards  for  the  services  it  was  expected  to  perform. 
It  was  never  supposed  that  its  own  separate  interests 
would  be  voluntarily  brought  into  collision  with  those  of 
the  public.  And  still  less  was  it  anticipated  that  it  would 
seek,  by  its  money,  to  obtain  political  power,  and  con- 
trol the  action  of  the  Government,  either  by  the  fa- 
vors it  can  shower,  or  the  fear  of  its  resentment.  Its 
duty  was  simply  that  of  an  agent,  bound  to  render  cer- 
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tain  services  to  its  principal,  in  consideration  of  ilie  ad- 
vantages granted  to  it.  And,  like  every  other  public 
agent  or  officer,  its  own  separate  interests  were  subor- 
dinate to  its  duty  to  tiie  jjublie.  It  was  bound  to  con- 
sult the  general  good  rather  than  its  private  emolument, 
if  they  should  happen  to  come  in  conflict  with  one  ano- 
ther. If,  therefore,  it  sought  to  obtain  political  pow- 
er.or  to  increase  its  gains  by  means  which  would  proba- 
bly bring  distress  on  the  community,  it  violated  ils  du- 
ty, and  perverted,to  thei^ublic  injury, the  powers  which 
were  given  to  be  used  for  the  public  good.  And,  in 
such  an  event,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  public  servants,  to 
whom  the  trust  was  reserved,  to  dismiss  it,  so  far  as 
might  lawfully  be  done,  from  the  agency  it  liad  thus 
abused. 

Regarding  the  bank,  therefore,  as  the  agent  of  the 
United  States,  and  bound  by  the  duties,  and  liable  to 
the  obligations  which  ordinarily  belong  to  the  relation 
of  principal  and  agent,  except  where  the  charter  hus 
otherwise  directed,  I  proceed  to  state  the  circumstan- 
ces which  show  that  it  had  justly  forfeited  the  confi- 
dence of  the  Government,  and  that  it  ought  not  to  have 
been  further  trusted  as  the  depository  of  the  public  mo- 
ney. 

The  United  States,  by  the  charter,  reserved  the 
right  of  appointing  five  directors  of  the  bank.  It  was 
intended  by  this  means  not  only  to  provide  guardians 
for  the  interests  of  the  public  in  the  general  admin- 
istration of  its  affairs,  but  also  to  have  faithful  officers, 
whose  situation  would  enable  them  to  become  intimate- 
ly acquainted  with  all  the  transactions  of  the  institution, 
and  whose  duty  it  would  be  to  apprise  the  proper  au- 
thorities of  any  misconduct  on  the  part  of  the  corpora- 
tion likely  to  affect  the  public  interest.  The  fourth 
fundamental  article  of  the  constitution  of  the  corpo- 
ration declares  that  not  less  th^n  seven  directors  shall 
constitute  a  board  for  the  transaction  of  business.  At 
these  meetings  of  the  Board,  the  directors  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States  had  of  course  a  right  to  be  pre- 
sent; and,  consequently,  if  the  business  of  the  corpora- 
tion had  been  transacted  in  the  manner  which  the  law 
requires,  there  was  abundant  security  that  nothing- 
could  be  done, injuriously  affecting  the  interests  of  the 
people,  without  being  immediately  communicated  to 
the  public  servants,  who  were  authorized  to  apply  the 
remedy.  And  if  the  corporation  has  so  arranged  its 
concerns  as  to  conceal  from  the  public  directors 
some  of  its  most  important  operations,  and  has  thereby 
destroyed  the  safeguards  which  were  designed  to  se- 
cure the  interests  of  the  United  States,  it  would  seem 
to  be  very  clear  that  it  has  forfeited  its  claim  to  confi- 
dence, and  is  no  lunger  worthy  of  trust.  In  the  ordina- 
ry concerns  of  life,  among  individuals,  no  prudent  man 
would  continue  to  place  his  funds  in  the  hands  of  an 
agent,  after  he  discovered  that  he  was  studiously  con- 
cealing from  him  the  manner  in  which  they  were  em- 
ployed. The  public  money  ought  not  to  be  guarded 
with  less  vigilance  than  that  of  an  individual,  and  mea- 
sures of  concealment  on  the  part  of  this  corporation  are 
not  only  contrary  to  the  duties  of  its  agency,  but  are  al- 
so in  direct  violation  of  the  law  to  which  it  owes  its  cor- 
porate existence.  And  the  same  misconduct  which,  in 
the  case  of  private  individuals,  would  induce  a  priidcjit 
man  to  dismiss  an  agent  from  his  employnn  iit,  would 
require  a  similar  course  towarils  tl  e  tisc.l  ;>gent  of  the 
Government,  by  the  officer  to  whom  the  law  has  en- 
trusted the  supervision  of  its  conduct,  and  given  the 
power  of  removal. 

Tried  by  these  principles,  it  will  be  found  that  the 
conduct  of  the  bank  made  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Ireasury  to  withdraw  from  its  care  the  public 
funds. 

1st  Instead  of  a  board  constituted  of  at  least  seven 
directors  according  to  thechirter,  at  which  those  ap- 
pointed by  the  United  States  have  a  right  to  be  pre- 
sent, many  of  the  most  important  money  transactions  of 
the  bank  have   been,    and  still  are,    placed  under  the 


control   of  a   committee,  denominated  the   Exchange 
Committee,  of  which  no  one  of  the  public  directors  has 
bein  allowed  to  be  a  menibci-  since  the  commencement 
i)f  the  present  year.     'I'his  conunittee  is  not  even  elect- 
ed by  the  Board,  and  the  public  directors  have  no  voice 
in  their  appointment.      They  are  chosen  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  bank,  and  the  business  of  the  institution, 
which  ought  to  be  decided  on  by  the  Board  of  Directors, 
is  in  many  instances  transacted  by  this  committee;  and  no 
one   has  a  right  to  be  present  at  their  proceedings  but 
the  President,  and  those  whom  he  sliall  pleuse  to  name 
as  members  of  this  committee.     Thus  loans  are  made, 
unknown  at  the   time- to  a  majority  of  the  Board,   and 
paper  discovmted  which  might  probably  be  rejected  at 
a  regular  meeting   of  the  directors.     I'he  most  impor- 
tant operutions  of  the  bank  are  sometimes  resoK  ed  on 
and  executed  by  this  committee;  and  its  measures  are, 
it  appears,   designedly,  and  by   regular  system,  so  ar- 
ranged, as  to   conceal  from  the  officers  of  the  Govern- 
j  ment  transactions  in  which  the  public  interests  aredeep- 
i  ly  involved.    And  this  fact  alone  furnishes  evidence  too 
strong  to  be  resisted,  that  the   concealment  of  certain 
important  operations  of  the  corporation  from  the  officers 
of  the  Government, is  one  of  the  objects  which  is  intend- 
ed to  be  accomplished  l)y  means  of  this  committee.  The 
plain  words  of  the  charter  are  violated,  in  order  to  de- 
j  privethe  people  of  the  United  States  of  one  of  the  prin- 
j  cipal  securities  which  the    law   had   provided  to  guard 
;  their  interests,  and  to  render  more  safe  the  public  mo- 
I  ney  entrusted  to  the  care  of  the  bank.     Would  any  in- 
:  dividual  of  ordinary  discretion  continue  his  money  in  the 
I  hands  of  an  agent,  who  violated  his  instructions  for  the 
j  purpose   of  hiding   from  him  the  manner  in  which  he 
1  was  conducting  the  business   confided  to  his   charge.'' 
1  Would  he  continue  his  property  in  his  hands,  when  he 
I  had  not   only  ascertained  that    concealment  had  been 
I  practised  towards  him,  but  when  the  agent  avowed  his 
;  determination  to  continue  in  the  same  course,    and  to 
withhold  from  him  as  f^r  as  he  could  all  knowledge  of 
I  the  manner  in  which  he  was  employing  his  funds?  If  an 
individual  would  not  be  expected  to  continue  his  con- 
I  fidence  under  such  circumstances,  upon  what  principle 
j  could  a  different  line  of  conduct  he  required  from  the 
I  officers  of  the  United  States,  charged  with  the  care  of 
I  the  public  interests?     The  public  money  is  surely  en- 
I  titled  to  the  same  care  and  protection  as  that  of  an  in- 
I  dividual;  and  if  the  latter  would  be  bound  in  justice  to 
j  himself  to  withdraw  his  money  from    the  hands  of  an 
I  agent  thus  regardless  of  his  duty,the  same  principle  re- 
quires that  the  money  of  the  United  States  should,  un- 
j  derthelike  ciicumstances.be  withdrawn  from  the  liands 
of  their  fiscal  agent.     And  as  the  power  of  withdrawal 
I  was  confided  to  the  Secretary  of  the   Treasury,    it  was 
1  his  duty  to  remove  it  on  this  ground  alone,  if  no  other 
cause  of  complaint  had  existed  against  the  bank.     The 
conduct  of  the  bank  in  relation  to  the  three  per  cent, 
stock  of  the  United  States,  is  a  memorable  instance  of 
the  power  exercisi  d  in  Secret  by  the  Exchange  Com- 
mittee, and   the  abuses   to  which  it   is  incident.     The 
circumstances  attending  that  transaction  have  been  so 
fully  laid  before  Congress  and  the  public,  that  it  is  use- 
less to   repeat  them  here.     It  was  a  case  in  which  this 
committee  not  only  managed  in  secret  a  moneyed  trans- 
action of  vast  amount,  intimately  coimected  with  the 
interests  of  the  people  of  this  coun'ry,   but  one  where 
I  the  measures  ot  the  Government  were  thwaited  by  the 
j  bank,  and  tiie  nation  compelled   lo  continue  for  a  time 
liable  for  a  debt  which  it  was  ready  and  desired  to  ex- 
'  tinguish.   Nor  is  this  the  only  measure  of  the  kind  which 
j  has  come   officially  to  my  knowleilge.     I  have  the  ho- 
!  nor  to  present  herewith  a  rep'rt,  made    by  three  of  tlie 
!  public  direct  rs  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
on  the  22d  of  April,   1833,  (marked  A,)  in  which,  in 
compliance  with  a  reqviest  that  they   would   communi- 
cate to   him  such    information  as  was  within  their  per- 
[  sonal  knowledge, relative  to  the  unusual  proceedings  of 
i  the  Boaid  of  directors,  they  disclose  the  exceptionable 
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manner  in  which  the  power  conferred  by  law  on 
the  board  has  been  surrendered  to  the  Exchange  Com- 
mittee; that  this  lias  been  done  evidently  with  the  de- 
sign of  preventing  a  proper  and  contemplated  examina- 
tion into  the  accounts  of  persons  whose  paper  was  of- 
ferred  for  discount;  that  a  minority  of  the  Board,  appa- 
rently sufficient  to  have  prevented  the  loan  if  the  secu- 
rity was  bad,  were  deprived  of  their  votes  upon  the 
question;  and  that  the  long  established  by-laws  of  the 
institution  were  set  aside  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
those  designs  into  effect  with  less  difficulty  or  embar- 
rassment. 

If  proceedings  like  this  are  sanctioned  by  the  consti- 
tuted authorities  of  the  United  States,  the  appointment 
of  directors  on  their  part  is  an  idle  ceremon}',  and  af- 
fords no  safeguard  to  the  public  treasure  in  the  custo- 
dy of  the  bank.  And  even  legislative  enactments  in 
relation  to  this  corporation  are  of  but  little  value,  if  it 
may  at  its  pleasure  disregard  one  of  the  fundamental 
articles  of  its  constitution,  and  transfer  to  a  secret  com- 
mittee the  business  which  by  law  ought  to  be  transact- 
ed by  the  Board.  It  is  scarcely  necessary,  in  present- 
ing this  document  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  to 
notice  an  objection  which  has  been  sometimes  put  for- 
ward against  the  publication  of  any  proceedings  which 
relate  to  the  accounts  of  private  individuals.  The  cir- 
cumstances detailed  are  the  regular  and  official  trans- 
actions of  the  Board  ofDirectoi-s,  nof  do  they  involve 
the  private  debtor  and  creditor  account  of  persons  deal- 
ing with  the  bank,  which  is  alone  included,  in  the  dis- 
tinction taken  by  the  charter,  in  regard  to  private  ac- 
counts. If  the  argument  thus  brought  forward  were  a 
sound  one,  there  could  be  no  such  thing  as  an  examina- 
tion of  any  value  into  the  conduct  of  the  bank,  because 
the  business  of  the  bank  being  with  individuals,  its  mis- 
conduct could  never  be  shown  without  bringing  before 
the  public  the  individual  transaction  in  which  the  con- 
duct of  the  bank  was  impeached.  And  if  it  could  make 
good  the  position  that  such  proceedings  never  are  to 
be  exposed  to  the  public,  because  individuals  are  con- 
cerned in  them,  it  would  effectually  shut  out  all  useful 
examination,  and  be  enabled  to  apply  its  money  to  the 
most  improper  purposes,  without  detection  or  expo- 
sure. When  its  conduct  is  impeached,  on  the  ground 
that  it  has  used  its  great  money  power  to  obtain  politi- 
cal influence,  the  investigation  of  the  charge  is,  in  its 
very  nature,  an  inquiry  into  its  transactions  with  indi- 
viduals. And  although  the  accounts  brought  forward 
on  such  occasions  may  be  the  accounts  of  individuals, 
yet  they  are  also  the  accounts  of  the  bank,  and  show 
its  conduct.  And  being  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  Govern- 
ment, with  such  immense  power  to  be  exercised  for  good 
or  for  evil,  the  public  safety  requires  that  all  of  its  pro- 
ceedings should  be  open  to  the  strictest  and  most  rigo- 
rous scrutiny.  Its  charter  may  be  forfeited  by  its  mis- 
conduct, and  would  be  justly  forfeited,  if  it  sought  to 
obtain  a  political  influence  in  the  affairs  of  the  nation. 
And  yet  such  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  bank  can  nev- 
er be  proved,  except  by  the  examination  and  disclosure 
of  its  dealings  with  individuals. 

2d.  It  is  not  merely  by  its  concealments  that  the 
bank  has  ]jroved  itself  regardless  of  the  duties  of  its 
agency.  Its  own  interests  will  be  found  to  be  its  rul- 
ing principle,  and  the  just  claims  of  the  public  to  be 
treated  with  but  little  regard,  when  they  have  come 
into  collision  with  the  interests  of  the  corpor.ation.  This 
was  but  too  plainly  the  case  in  the  affair  of  the  three 
per  cents,  above  mentioned.  A  recent  instance  proves 
that  its  rule  of  action  is  not  changed  in  this  respect. 
And  the  failure  of  the  French  Government  to  pay  the 
bill  drawn  for  the  first  instalment  due  by  the  treaty,  has 
been  made  the  occasion  of  endeavoring  to  obtain  from 
the  public  the  sum  of  gl58,8i2  17,  to  which  no  princi- 
ple of  justice  aiipears  to  entitle  it.  The  money  for 
which  the  bill  was  sold,  remained  in  the  bank.  The 
expenses  it  incurred  were  of  small  amount,  and  these 
the  Government  are  willing  to  pay.     But  the  corpora- 


tion not  content  with  the  profits  it  was  deriving  from 
.the  millions  of  public  money  then  in  its  vaults,  and 
I  which  it  was  daily  using  in  its  discounts,  endeavours  to 
;  convert  the  public  disappointment  into  a  gainful  trans- 
j  action  for  itself;  and  demands  the  large  sum  above  men- 
j  tioned,  without  pretending  that  it  sustained  any  loss  or 
j  inconvenience,  commensurate  with  the  amount  it  seeks 
,  to  obtain  from  the  Government.  The  fiscal  agent  of 
I  the  public  attempts  to  avail  itself  of  the  unexpected 
I  disappointment  of  the  principal,  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
hancing its  own  [profits  at  the  expense  of  the  commu- 
nity. 

3d.  There  is  sufficient  evidence  to  prove  that  the 
bank  has  used  its  means  with  a  view  to  obtain  political 
power,  and  thereby  secure  the  renewal  of  lits  char- 
j  ter. 

I  The  documents  which  have  been  heretofore  Laid  be- 
fore Congress,  and  are  now  on  its  files,  will  show  that  on 
the  31st  of  December,  1830,  the  aggregate  debt  due  to 
the  bank  was  §42,402,304  24,and  that,on  the  31st  of  De- 
cember,  1831,  it  was  §63,026,452  93,  being  an  exten- 
sion of  its  loans,  in  a  single  year,  of  twenty  millions  of 
dollars,  and  an  increase  of  nearly  fifty  per  cent,  on  its 
previous  accommodations. 

And,  as  if  to  leave  no  room  to  doubt  as  to  the  motive 
of  this  extraordinary  conduct,  it  continued  to  add  rapid- 
ly to  its  loans,  anil  on  the  1st  of  May,  1832,  while  its 
petition  for  the  renewal  of  its  charter  was  yet  pending 
before  Congress,  they  amounted  to  ^7u,428,070  72, 
being  an  increase  of  g7, 401, 617  79  in  the  four  preced- 
ing raoEiths,  and  making  altogether  an  addition  of 
g28, 025,766  48  in  the  short  space  of  sixteen  months, 
and  being  an  extension  of  more  than  66  per  cent  on  its 
previous  loans.  Such  an  increase  at  such  a  period  of  its 
charter  is  without  example  in  the  history  of  banking  in- 
stitutions. On  the  3 1st  of  December,  1830,  when  its 
loans  amounted,  as  above  stated,  to  only  $42,402,304  24, 
the  corporation  had  been  in  existence  fourteen  years. 
The  sudden  and  great  increase  was  made  when  the 
charter  was  drawing  to  a  close,  and  it  had  but  little 
more  than  four  years  to  run.  It  cannot  be  supposed 
that  these  immense  loans  were  made  from  a  confident 
expectation  that  the  charter  would  be  renewed.  On 
i  the  contrary,  it  is  now  an  historical  fact,  that  the  bank 
'  itself  deemed  the  chances  of  renewal  so  doubtful,  that, 
in  the  session  of  Congress  beginning  in  December,  1831, 
■  it  petitioned  for  a  recharter,  and  the  reason  generally 
I  assigned  for  pressing  for  a  decision  at  that  time  was  the 
I  great  extent  of  its  business,  and  the  necessity  of  prepar- 
I  ing  to  bring  it  to  a  close  if  the  charter  was  not  to  be  re- 
I  newed.  Thus,  with  but  little  more  than  four  years  to 
I  run,  with  doubtful  chances  of  renewal,  and  aware  of  the 
necessity  of  beginning  to  arrange  its  vast  transactions, 
I  it  increases  its  loans  in  sixteen  months  more  than  twenty- 
I  eight  millions  of  dollars.  Was  this  imprudence  only.' 
I  It  cannot  be  believed  that  those  who  manage  its  con- 
!  cerns  could  have  committed  such  an  oversight.  Can 
I  any  proper  reason  be  assigned  for  this  departure  from 
j  the  course  which  the  interests  of  a  moneyed  ccrporation, 
as  well  as  those  of  the  country,  obviously  require.  1  am 
not  aware  tliat  any  sufficient  justification  has  been  offer- 
ed. And  this  extraordinary  increase  of  its  loans,  made 
j  in  so  short  a  space  of  time,  at  such  a  period  of  its  charter, 
1  and  upon  the  eve  of  a  severely  contested  election  of 
'  President,  in  which  the  bank  took  an  open  and  direct 
I  interest,  demonstrates  that  it  was  using  its  money  for  the 
[  purpose  of  obtaining  a  hold  upon  the  people  of  this 
1  country,  in  order  to  operate  upon  their  tears,  and  to  in- 
duce them,  by  the  apprehension  of  ruin,  to  vote  against 
the  candidate  whom  it  desired  to  defeat.  In  other  words, 
this  great  moneyed  corporation  determined  to  enter  the 
pclitical  arena,  and  to  influence  the  measures  of  the 
Government,  by  causing  its  weight  to  be  felt  in  the 
election  of  its  officer-. 

But  if  the  circumstances  above  stated  were  not  of 
themselves  sufficient  to  prove  that  the  bank  had  sought 
by  its  money  to  obtain  political  power,  and  to  exercise, 
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by  that  means,  a  controlling  influence  on  the  measures    could  not  be  tolerated  even  if  the  individual  stockhoh! 


of  the  Government,  recent  developements  have  furnish- 
ed such  proof  as  to  leave  no  roDUi  for  doubt.   I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  herewith  an  official  statement  (marked 
B.)  signed  by  four  of  the  public  directors  of  the  bank, 
showing  at  the  same  time  the  unlawful  manner  in  which 
its  business  is  conducted,  and  the  unwarrantable  purpo- 
ses to  which  its  money  has  been,  and  still  is  applied.  It 
will  be  seen  by  the  proceeding's  therein  stated  that  the 
whole  capital  of  the  bank  is,  in  ettect,  placed  at  the  dis- 
position of  the  President'of  that  institution.     He  is  au- 
thorized to  expend  what  he  pleases  in  causing   "to  be 
prepiu-ed  and  circulated  such  documents  and  papers  as 
may   communicate  to  the  people  information  in  regard 
to  the  nature,  and  operations  of  the  bank."  And  he  may 
therefore,  under  the  very  indefinite  terms  of  the  reso- 
lutions, employ  as  many  persons  as  he  pleases,  at  such 
salaries  as  he  thinks  proper,  either  to  prepare  daily  par- 
agraphs for  newspapers  in  favor  of  the  bank,  or   to 
write  pamphlets  and  essays  to  influence  the  public  judge- 
ment.    And  he  may  even  provide  for  the  publications 
by  salaries  to  printers,  or  by  purchasing  presses   and 
types,  and  placinij  them  in  the  hands  of  agen'.s  employ- 
ed and  paid  by  the  bank.      There  is  no  limitation  short 
of  the  capital  of  the  bank,  as  to  the   sum  of  money  he 
may  thus  expend  in  different  parts  of  the  United  States. 
From  the  description  of  articles  which  appear  to  have 
been  paid  for  under  this   resolution,  it  seems  that  the 
President  of  the  institution   has  supposed  that  publica- 
tions containing  attacks  on  officers  of  the  government 
who  are  supposed  to  stand  in  the  way  of  the  renewal  of 
the  charter,  is  one  of  the  modes  of  "  communicating  to 
the   people  information  in  regard  to  the  nature   and 
operations  of  the  bank."     This  construction  was,  it  ap- 
pear*, approved  by  the  Board,  as  they  continued  the 
authority  in  his  hands  unchanged,  after  the  manner  in 
which  a  portion  of  the  money  had  been  applied  was  laid 
before  them.     And  we  are  left  to  conclude  that  this  in- 
stitution is  now  openly  in  the  field  as  a  political  partizan, 
and  that  one  of  its  means  of  warfare  is  the  destruction 
of  the  political  standing  of  those  who  are  opposed  to  the 
renewal  of  the  charter.     The  sum  actually  charged    to 
the  expenses  under  this  resolution,  is  sufficientl}'  start- 
ling.     How  much  more  may  have  been  already  squan- 
dered, we  are  yet  to  learn.      And  the  work  of  preparing 
and  circulating  such  pablications  is  still,  it  is  presumed, 
going  on,  under  the  last  resolution  of  the   Board.     It  is 
moreover  impossible  to  ascertain  the  specific  purposes 
to  which  the  money    may  in    fact  have    been  applied, 
since  vouchers  are  not  required  to  show  the  particular 
services  for   which  it   was  given.      With  these  positive 
proofs  of  the  efforts  of  the  bank  to  obtain  power,  and 
to  influence  the  measures  of  the  Government,  I  have 
not  hesitated  as  to  the  path  of  duty.     If,  when  this  evi- 
dence was  before  me,  I  had  failed  to  withdraw  the  depo- 
sits of  public  money  from  tlie  bank,  it  would  have  been 
lending  the  countenance  and  support  of  this  department 
to  measures  which  are  but   too  well  calculated    to  de 
stroy  the  purity  of  our  institutions,  and  endanger  thereby 
the  liberties  of  the  people.      It  cannot  be  supposed  that 
these  expenditures  are  justifiable   on  the  ground   that 
the  bank  has  a  right  to  defend   itself,  and  ih.at  the  mo- 
ney in  question  was  therefore  properly  expended.  Some 
of  the  items  accounted  for  sufficiently  show  in   what 
manner  it  was  endeavoring  to  defend  its  interests.     It 
had  entered  the  field  of  political  warfare,  and,  as  a  po- 
litical partizan,  was  endeavoring  to  defeat  the  elections 
of  those  who  were  opposed  to  its  views.   It  was  striving, 
by  m..-an3  of  its  money,  to  control  the  course  of  the  Go- 
vernment, by  driving  from  power  those  who  were  ob- 
noxious to  its  resentment.     Can  it  be   permitted  to  a 
great  moneyed  corporation  to  enter  on  such  a  contro 


ers  alone  were  thus  using  their  own  money  to  promote 
their  own  interests.  But  it  is  not  only  the  money  of  in- 
dividuals which  is  thus  applied.  The  one-fifth  of  the 
capital  of  the  bank,  amounting  to  seven  millions  of  dol- 
lars, belongs  to  the  United  States,  and  the  one-fifth  of 
the  money  which  has  been  expended,  and  is  yet  to  be 
expended  under  this  resolution,  is  the  i>roperty  of  the 
public,  and  does  not  belong  to  private  individuals.  Yet 
tlie  Board  of  Directors  assert  the  right,  not  only  to  au- 
thorize the  expendittire  of  the  money  of  individual 
stockholders,  in  order  to  promote  their  individual  inter- 
ests, but  have  also,  by  the  resolution  in  question,  taken 
upon  themselves  to  give  the  like  authority  over  money 
which  belongs  to  tlie  United  States.  Is  an  institution 
which  deals  thus  with  the  money  of  the  people,  a  prop- 
er depository  for  the  pul>lic  funds?  When  such  a  right 
is  openly  claimed,  and  acted  upon  by  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors, can  the  money  of  the  United  States  be  deemed 
safe  in  its  hands.  The  same  principle  that  would  sanc- 
tion the  application  of  one  portion  of  tlie  public  money 
to  such  purposes,  would  justify  the  like  use  of  all  that 
may  come  to  its  possession.  The  Board  of  Directors 
have  no  lawful  authority  to  employ  the  money  of  the 
United  States  for  such  objects.  So  far  as  the  nation  is 
concerned  in  the  character  of  the  bank,  the  people, 
through  their  own  representatives  in  Congress,  can  take 
care  of  their  own  rights,  and  vindicate  the  character  of 
the  bank,  if  they  think  it  unjustly  assailed.  And  they 
do  not  need  the  aid  of  persons  employed  and  paid  by 
the  bank,  to  learn  wiiether  its  charter  be  constitutional 
or  not,  nor  whether  the  public  interest  requires  it  to  be 
renewed.  Nor  have  they  autiiorized'tlie  {'resident  and 
directors  of  that  institution  to  expend  the  public  money 
to  enlighten  them  on  this  subject. 

The  resolution  in  qnesiion  is  moreover  in  direct  vio- 
lation of  the  act  of  Congress  by  which  this  corporation 
was  established.  And  it  is  difficult  to  imagine  how  the 
unlimited  and  irres[)onsible  power  over  the  money  of 
the  bank,  which  the  directors  have  given  to  the  Presi- 
dent, can  be  reconciled  to  the  clause  in  its  charter  wliich 
requires  seven  directors  to  form  a  Board  for  the  trans- 
action of  business.  If  the  expenditure  of  money  for  the 
purposes  contemplated  by  the  resolution  be  a  legitimate 
part  of  the  business  of  the  corporation,  the  Board  could 
not  lawfully  transfer  it  to  one  of  its  officers,  unless  they 
can,  by  resolution,  surrender  into  the  hands  of  their 
President  the  entire  power  of  the  corporation,  and  com- 
mit to  the  care  of  a  single  individual  the  corporate  pow- 
er which  the  law  has  declared  should  be  exercised  by 
the  Board  of  Directors, 

Cliief  .Justice  Marshall,  in  the  case  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  vs.  Dandridge,  when  speaking  of  the 
bonds  required  to  be  given  by  the  cashiers  of  the  Bank, 
says:  "It  requires  very  little  knowledge  of  the  interior 
of  banks,  to  know  that  the  interests  of  the  stockholders 
are  committed  to  a  very  great  extent  to  these,  and 
other  officers.  It  was,  and  ought  to  have  been  the  in- 
tention of  Congress  to  secure  the  government,  which 
took  a  deep  interest  in  this  institution,  and  to  secure  in- 
dividuals, who  embarked  their  fortunes  in  it  on  the  faith 
of  the  Government,  as  far  as  possible  from  the  malprac- 
tices of  its  officers,"  But  the  directors  of  the  bank 
seemed  to  have  acted  on  principles  directly  opposite  to 
those  stated  by  the  Chief  Justice,  and  instead  of  endea- 
voring to  secure  "as  far  as  possible"  the  public  and  in- 
dividuals from  the  malpractices  of  its  officers,  they  place 
the  funds  of  the  bank  under  the  control  of  a  single  offi- 
cer, from  whom  neither  security  nor  specific  vouchers 
have  been  required.  It  is  true  that,  in  the  opinion  which 
the  Chief  Justice  gave  in  the  case  from  which  the  above 
passage  is  quoted,  he  differed  from  the  rest  of  the  court. 


versy,  and  tiicn  justify  its  conduct  on  the  ground  that  it    But  the  difference  was  on  other  principles,  and  not  on 
is  defending  its  own  interests*     The  right  of  such  an  in-  j  the  one  above  st.atcd. 

stitution  to  interfere  in   the  pofitical  concerns    of  the  |      In  forming  my  judgment  on  this  as  part  of  the  case, 

country,  for  anv  cause  whatever,  can  never  be    recog-  |  I  have  not  regarded  the  short  time  the  charter  ha.«  yet 

nized;  and  a  defence  like  this  on  the  part  of  the  bank  I  to  run.     But  my  conduct  has  been  governed  bv  coiisi- 
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derations  which  arise  altogether  out  of  the  course  pur- 
sued by  the  bank,  and  which  would  have  equally  influ- 
enced the  decision  of  this  department  in  relation  to  tl  e 
deposits;  if  the  bank,  were  now  in  the  first  years  of  its 
existence;  and  upon  this  view  of  the  subject  the  follow- 
ing propositions  appear  to  be  fully  maintained. 

1st.  1  hat  the  bank,  being  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  the  duties  which  the  law  requires  it  to  per- 
form, is  liable  to  all  the  responsibilities  which  attach  to 
the  character  of  agent  in  ordinary  cases  of  principal  and 
agent  among  individuals;  and  it  is  therefore  the  duty  of 
the  officer  of  the  Government,  to  whom  the  power  has 
been  entrusted,  to  withdraw  from  its  possession  the 
public  funds  whenever  its  conduct  towards  its  principal 
has  been  such  as  would  induce  a  prudent  man  in  private 
life  to  dismiss  his  agent  from  his  employment. 

2d.  That  by  means  of  its  exchange  committee,  it  has 
so  arranged  its  business,  as  to  deprive  the  public  servants 
of  those  opportunities  of  observing  its  conduct  which 
the  law  had  provided  for  the  safety  of  the  public  money 
confided  to  its  care;  and  that  there  is  sufficient  evi- 
dence to  show  that  the  arrangement  on  the  part  of  the 
bank  was  deliberately  planned,  and  is  still  persisted  in, 
for  the  purpose  of  concealment. 

3d.  'I  hat  it  has  also,  in  the  case  of  the  three  percent 
stock,  and  of  the  bill  of  exchange  on  France,  endeavor- 
ed unjustly  to  advance  its  own  interests  at  the  expense 
of  the  interests  and  just  rights  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States. 

If  these  propositions  be  established,  it  is  very  clear 
that  a  man  of  ordinary  prudence  in  private  life  would 
withdraw  his  funds  from  an  agent  who  had  thus  behav- 
ed himself  in  relation  to  his  principal;  and  it  follows  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
withdraw  the  funds  of  the  United  States  from  the 
Bank. 

4th.  That  there  is  sufficient  evidence  to  show  that 
the  bank  has  been,  and  still  is  seeking  to  obtain  politi- 
cal power,  and  has  used  its  money  for  the  purpose  of 
influencing  the  election  of  the  public  servants;  and  it 
was  incumbent  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasmy,  on 
that  account,  to  withdraw  from  its  possession  the  money 
of  the  United  States,  which  it  was  thus  using  for  im- 
proper purposes.  Upon  the  whole,  I  have  felt  myself 
bound  by  the  strongest  obligations  to  remove  the  depo- 
sits. The  obligation  was  imposed  upon  me  by  the  near 
approach  of  tlie  time  when  this  corporation  will  cease 
to  exist,  as  well  as  by  the  course  of  conduct  which  it  has 
seen  fit  to  pursue. 

The  propriety  of  removing  the  deposits  being  thus 
evident,  and  it  being  consequently  my  duty  to  select  the 
places  to  which  they  were  to  be  removed,  it  became 
necessary  that  arrangements  should  be  immediately 
made  with  the  new  depositories  of  the  pubhc  money, 
which  would  not  only  render  it  safe,  but  would  at  the 
same  time  secure  to  the  Government,  and  to  the  com- 
munity at  large,  the  conveniences  and  facilities  that 
were  intended  to  be  obtained  by  incorporating  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  Measures  were  accordingly  taken 
for  that  purpose,  and  copies  of  the  contracts  which  have 
been  made  with  the  selected  banks,  and  of  the  letters  of 
insiruc;ions  to  them  from  this  department,  are  herewith 
submitted.  The  contracts  with  the  banks  in  the  interior 
are  not  precisely  the  same  with  those  in  the  Atlantic 
cities.  The  difference  between  them  arises  from  the 
nature  of  the  business  transacted  by  the  banks  in  these 
different  places.  The  State  banks  selected  are  all  insti- 
tutions of  high  character  and  undoubted  strength,  and 
are  under  the  management  and  control  of  persons  of  un- 
questioned probity  and  intelligence.  And,  in  order  to 
ensure  the  safety  of  the  public  money,  each  of  them  is 
required,  and  has  agreed,  to  give  security  whenever  the 
amount  of  the  deposit  shall  exceed  the  half  of  the 
amount  of  the  capital  actually  paid  in;  and  this  depart- 
ment has  reserved  to  itself  the  right  to  demand  security 
whenever  it  may  think  it  advisable,  although  the  amount 
on  deposit  may  not  be  equal  to  the  sum  above  stated. 
The   banks  selected  liave   also  severally    engaged   to 


transmit  money  to  any  point  at  which  it  may  be  requir- 
ed by  the  directions  of  this  department  for  the  public 
'  service,  and  to  perfurm  all  the  services  to  the  Govern- 
'  ment  which  were  heretofore  rendered  by  the  Bank  of 
I  the  United  States.  And,  by  agreements  among  them- 
I  selves  to  honor  each  other's  notes  and  drafts,  they  are 
I  providing  a  general  currency  at  least  as  sound  as  that  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  will  afford  facilities 
to  commerce  and  in  the  business  of  domestic  exchange 
quite  equal  to  any  which  the  community  heretolore  en- 
joyed. J'here  has  not  been  yet  sufficient  time  to  perfect 
these  arrangements,  but  enough  has  already  been  done 
to  show  that,  even  on  the  score  ot  expediency,  a  bank 
of  the  United  States  is  not  necessary,  either  for  the  fis- 
cal operations  of  the  Government,  or  the  pubhc  conve- 
nience; and  that  every  object  which  the  character  of 
the  present  bank  was  designed  to  attain,  may  be  as  ef- 
fectually accomplished  by  the  State  banks.  And,  if  this 
can  be  done,  nothing  that  is  useful  will  be  lost  or  en- 
dangered by  the  change,  while  much  that  is  desirable 
will  be  gained  by  it.  For  no  one  of  these  corporations 
will  possess  that  absolute,  and  almost  unlimited  domin- 
ion over  the  property  of  the  citizensof  the  United  States 
which  the  present  bank  holds,  and  which  enables  it  at 
any  moment,  at  its  own  pleasure,  to  bring  di.stress  upon 
any  portion  of  the  community  whenever  it  may  deem  it 
useful  to  its  interest  to  make  its  power  felt.  The  influ- 
ence of  each  of  the  State  banks  is  necessarily  limited  to 
its  own  immediate  neighborhood,  and  they  will  be  kept 
in  check  by  the  other  local  banks.  They  will  not,  there- 
fore, be  tempted  by  the  consciousness  of  power  to  as- 
pire to  political  influence,  nor  likely  to  interfere  in  the 
elections  of  the  public  servants.  They  will,  moreover, 
be  managed  by  persons  who  reside  in  the  midst  of  the 
people  who  are  to  be  immediatelj»  affected  by  their 
measures;  and  they  cannot  be  insensible  or  indifferent 
to  the  opinions  and  peculiar  interests  of  those  by  whom 
they  are  daily  surrounded,  and  with  whom  they  are  con- 
stantlj'  associated.  These  circumstances  always  furnish 
strong  safeguards  against  an  oppressive  exercise  of  pow- 
er, and  forcibly  recommend  the  employment  of  State 
banks  in  preference  to  a  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
with  its  numerous  and  distant  branches.  A  corporation 
of  the  Latter  description  is  continually  acting  under  the 
conviction  of  its  immense  power  over  the  money  con- 
cerns of  the  whole  country,  and  is  dealing  also  with  the 
fortunes  and  comforts  of  men  who  are  distant  from  them 
and  to  whom  they  are  personally  strangers.  The  di- 
rectors of  the  bank  are  not  compelled  to  hear,  daily, 
the  complaints,  and  witness  the  sufferings  of  those  who 
may  be  ruined  by  their  proceedings.  From  the  nature 
of  man,  such  an  institution  cannot  always  be  expected 
to  sympathize  with  the  wants  and  feelings  of  those  who 
are  affected  by  its  policy.  And  we  ought  not,  perhaps, 
to  be  surprised  if  a  corporation  like  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  from  the  feelings  oFrivalry,  or  from  cold 
calculations  of  interest  or  ambition;  should  deliberately 
plan  and  execute  a  course  of  measures  highly  injurious 
and  oppressive  in  places  where  the  directors  who  con- 
trol its  conduct  have  no  local  sympathies  to  restrain 
them. 

It  is  a  fixed  principle  of  our  political  institutions  to 
guard  against  the  unnecessary  accumuLalion  of  power 
over  persons  and  property  in  any  hands.  But  no  hands 
.are  less  worthy  to  be  trusted  with  it  than  those  of  a 
moneyed  corporation.  In  the  selection,  therefore,  of  the 
State  banks  as  the  fiscal  agents  of  the  Government,  no 
disadvantages  appear  to  have  been  incurred  on  the  score 
of  safety  or  convenience,  or  the  general  interests.of  the 
country,  while  much  that  is  valuable  will  be  gained  by 
the  change.  I  am  however  well  aware  of  the  vast  pow- 
er of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  of  its  ability  to 
bring  distress  and  suffering  on  the  country.  This  is  one 
of  the  evils  of  chartering  a  bank  with  such  an  amount 
of  capital,  with  the  right  of  shooting  its  branches  into 
every  part  of  the  Union,  so  as  to  extend  its  influence  to 
every  neighborhood.  The  immense  loan  of  more  than 
twenty-eight  millions  of  dollars  suddenly  poured  out, 
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chiefly  in  the  AVestern  States  in  1831,  and  the  first  four 
month*  in  1832,  sufftciemly  attests  that  the  bank  is  sen- 
sible of  the  power  which  its  money  gives  it,  and  has  pla- 
ced itself  in  an  attitude  to  miike  the  people  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  feel  the  weig-ht  of  its  resentment,  ifthey  pre- 
sume to  disappoint  the  wishes  of  the  corporation.  By 
a  severe  curtailment  it  has  already  made  it  proper  to 
withdraw  a  portion  of  the  money  it  held  on  deposit,  and 
transfer  it  to  ihe  custody  of  the  new  fiscal  agents,  in  or- 
der to  shield  the  community  from  the  injustice  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  But  I  have  not  supposed 
that  the  course  of  the  Government  ouglit  to  be  regulat- 
ed by  the  fiar  of  the  power  of  the  bank.  If  such  a  mo- 
tive could  be  allowed  to  influence  the  legislation  of 
Congress,  or  the  action  of  the  Executive  Departments 
of  the  Government,  there  is  an  end  to  the  sovereighty 
of  the  people;  and  the  hberties  of  the  country  are  at 
once  surrendered  at  the  feet  of  a  moneyed  corporation. 
They  may  now  demand  the  possession  of  the  public  mo- 
ney, or  the  renewal  of  the  charter;  and  if  these  objects 
are  yielded  to  them  from  apprehensions  of  their  power, 
or  from  the  suffering  which  rapid  curtailments  on  their 
part  are  inflicting  on  the  community,  what  may  they 
not  next  require?  Will  submission  render  such  a  cor- 
poration more  forbearing  in  its  course?  What  law  may 
it  not  hereafter  demand,  that  it  will  not,  if  it  pleases,  be 
jible  to  enforce  by  the  same  means? 

These  considerations  need  not,  however,  be  pressed 
further  in  this  report.  They  are  too  obvioHs  and  striking 
to  need  enforcement  by  argument.  And  1  rely  with 
confidence  on  the  representatives  of  this  enlightened 
nation  to  sustain  a  measure  which  the  best  interests  of 
the  country  called  for,  and  which  had  become  absolute- 
ly necessary  to  preserve  untainted  its  free  institutions, 
and  to  secure  the  liberties  and  happiness  of  the  people. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B   TANEY, 
^  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

(To  be  continued.) 


Ft>fsinl833 — according  to  the  record  book  of  one 
of  the  engine  companies,  viz: 

City,  22 

N.  Liberties,  9 

Spring  Garden,  6 

Kensington,  5 

Southwark,  3 
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The  whole  amount  of  damages  was  g59,600 

LEHIGH  COAL    AND  NAVIGATION  COMPANY. 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Lehigh  Coal 
and  Navigation  Company,  to  the  Stockholders. — Ja- 
nuai-y  13,  1834. 

At  an  election  held  on  the  13th  of  January  1834,  the 
following  named  persons  were  chosen  ofRers  of  The 
Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company  for  the  ensuing 
year:  viz. 

President, 
Joseph  Watson. 
Managers, 
Josiah  White  John  Cook 

Erskine  Haza.d  George  Peterson 

Timothy  Abbott  Jonathan  K.  Hassinger 

Thomas  Earp  Evans  Kogers 

Ephraim  Haines  John  M'AHister. 

Treasurer, 
Otis  Ammidon, 
EDWIN  WALTER,  Secretary. 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 
The  Managers  of  The  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation 


Company  present  to  the  Stockholders  the  following  as 
their  Annual  Report: 

A  very  great  improvement  has  been  experienced  in 
the  condition  of  the  Delaware  division  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Canal,  durini^  the  past  scas(m.  Our  business  up- 
on it  commenced  on  the  25th  of  March,  with  boats  car- 
rying from  40  to  45  tons,  and  closed  on  the  15th  of  De- 
cember, with  a  boat  loaded  with  60  tons  of  coal.  It 
was,  however,  interrupted  in  the  course  of  the  season 
for  seventy-six  days,  and,  in  consequence,  it  became 
necessary  to  unload  24,000  tons  of  coal  at  South  Kaston, 
and  2,645  tons  in  the  neigiibourhood  of  New  Hope, 
which  have  since  been  brought  down. 

The  breaches  which  caused  the  interruptions  were 
thoroughly  repaired,  and  many  parts  of  the  Canal  have 
been  much  strengthened.  The  whole  line  is  now  in 
such  a  situation  that  but  little  delay  from  casualties  is 
anticijjated  for  the  future,  and  tlie  Canal  Commission- 
ers are  contemplating  the  construction  of  a  feeder  at 
Black's  Eddy,  which,  besides  removing  the  necessity  of 
so  strong  a  current  from  the  Lehigh  to  supply  the  Ca- 
nal, will  enable  the  lock  tenders  to  kee])  the  lower  le- 
vels to  the  proper  height  with  more  certainty,  and  thus 
admit  of  heavier  lading  on  the  boats.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, the  Managers  believe  it  will  never  again  be 
necessary  to  resort  to  the  old  method  of  bringing  down 
the  coal  in  box  boats  or  arks,  by  the  channels  of  the 
Delaware  river. 

The  whole  quantity  of  coal  taken  from  the  mines  in 
1833,  was  124,508  tons,  of  which  122,928  tons  were 
shipped  from  Mauch  Chunk,  being  nearly  50,000  tons 
more  than  the  shipments  of  1832.  In  the  early  part  of 
the  season,  before  the  Delaware  Canal  was  in  complete 
order,  about  7,000  tons  were  sent  down  in  arks;  and, of 
the  balance,  carried  to  market  in  canal  boats,  91,824 
tons  were  transported  on  the  Delaware  Canal, on  which 
the  Company  have  paid  to  the  commonwealth  toll 
amounting  to  $31,941  68. 

The  freight  of  the  coal  has  exceeded  the  estimate,  in 
consequence  of  the  use  of  arks  in  the  early  part  of  the 
season,  the  low  average  of  the  cargoes  in  the  boats.and 
their  detention  by  the  interruptions  of  the  Delaware  Ca- 
nal; but,  from  the  improved  state  of  that  Canal,  and 
other  increased  facilities  for  transacting  business.we  an- 
ticipate a  material  reduction  in  the  cost  of  our  coal  for 
the  future. 

The  Lehigh  Navigation  continues  to  fulfil  our  antici- 
pations of  its  capability  and  permanency.  The  follow- 
ing is  a  list  of  the  freight  which  has  been  transported  on 
it  during  the  past  season,  viz. 

Tons.       cwt. 
Coal  -  -        122,928      0 

Grain  -  1,206       0 

Flour  -  -  3,473     10 

Salt  -  395       2 

Salt  Fish,  Beef  and  Pork  326     10 

Other  Provisions  -  95       1 

Beer,  Porter  and  Cider  0    12 

Whiskey        -  -  357      9 

Hav  and  Straw         -  64      9 

Lumber  -  -        3,850     15 

Cord  Wood  -  2,429       0 

Bricks  -  -  279      2 

Slate  -  387     15 

Lime  and  Limestone         -  3,482     10 

Other  Stone,  Sand  and  Plaster  1,335     16 
Iron  -  -  413     14 

Iron  Ore  -  1,047       5 

Pitch,  Tar  and  Rosin  5     14 

Merchandise  -  730     12 

Total    142,808     16 

The  total  amount  of  tolls  received  on  the  Lehigh  Na- 
vigation, exclusive  of  coal  carried  on  the  Company'* 
account,  was  $21,653  56. 

The  Rail  Road  to  the  Room  Run  Mines  has  been  com- 
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pleted,  and,  it  is  thought,  will  bear  a  comparison  with 
any  other  work  of  a  similar  kind  that  has  been  construct- 
ed. There  have  been  transported  on  it  from  those 
mimes,  during  the  past  year,  21,000  tons  of  coal. 

Contracts  for  raining  coal  at  the  old  mines,and  at  the 
new  mines  at  Room  Run,  and  delivering  it  on  board  the 
boats  at  Mauch  Chunk,  have  already  been  entered  into 
for  the  ensuing  season. 

Mauch  Chunk, Nesquehoning  and  South  Easton  have 
been  miich  improved.  On  most  of  the  lots  which  have 
been  disposed  of  in  those  places  by  the  Company,  to 
individual  houses,  stores  or  mills  have  been  already 
built  or  will  be  erected  during  the  present  year.  Nu- 
merous applications  continue  to  be  received  for  other 
lots.  The  increase  of  population  in  tiiese  thriving 
towns  will  eventually  add  much  to  the  trade  on  the  Le- 
high and  Delaware  Canals,  and  must  speedily  atti-act 
business  from  the  Susquehanna,  even  under  the  pre- 
sent circumstances  of  the  country.  But  the  proposed 
connexions  between  the  Susquehanna  and  the  Lehigh, 
by  the  Nescopec  Canal  and  by  the  Wilkesbarre  Rail 
Road,  are  the  only  means  by  which  the  trade  of  the 
North  and  West  Branches  can  be  made  tributary  to  the 
Lehigh  and  Delaware  Canals. 

The  Delaware  and  Raritan  Canal,  we  are  informed, 
is  nearly  completed,  and  is  expected  to  open  for  navi- 
gation in  the  ensuing  summer.  This  will  extend  the 
market  for  coal  in  New  Jersey,  and,  as  it  is  capable  of 
passing  sloops,  will  increase  our  facilities  for  transpor- 
tation to  the  northern  and  eastern  states. 

The  Morris  Canal  is  improving  in  strength,  and  has 
met  with  comparatively  few  casualties  during  the  past 
season.  The  quantity  of  coal  from  the  Lehigh,  trans- 
ported by  it  in  1833,  was  about  13,000  tons,  and  an  in- 
creased demand  upon  that  route  may  be  confidently 
anticipated  this  year. 

An  additional  wharf  and  yard  have  been  procured  by 
the  Company  in  the  Northern  Liberties,  for  the  sale  and 
shipment  of  coal;  and  another  establishment  is  in  prep- 
aration, and  will  soon  be  occupied  for  the  same  pur- 
poses, in  Southwark. 

For  information  respecting  the  profits  of  the  Compa- 
ny, and  the  cash  transactions  of  the  past  year,  the 
Stockholders  are  referred  to  the  Report  of  the  Divi- 
dend Committee,  and  the  Treasurer's  Account,  which 
will  be  laid  before  the  meeting. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Managers, 

JOSEPH  WATSON,  President. 
Philadelphia,       7 

January  13,  1834.  5 
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At  a  Meeting  of  the  Manufacturers,  Mechanics,  Mer 
chants.  Traders  and  others  of  tlie  City  and  County  of 
Philadelphia,  Signers  of  the  Memorial  to  Congress,  ask- 
ing relief  from  the  present  pecuniary  distress,  by  re- 
turning the  Government  Deposits  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States;  held  at  the  Musical  Fund  Hall,  Februa- 
ry 3d,  1834.     On  motion  of  Gideon  Scull,  Esq. — 

JOHN  A.  BROWN,  was  called  to  the  Chair. 

And,  on  motion  of  Samuel  Comly,  Esq. — 

Samuel  Richards        ~\ 

Mathew  Carey 

William  Gill 

Israel  Roberts 

John  Scholefi 

George  Miller  f     Vice  Presidents. 

Thomas  Fletcher 

Benjamin  Naglee 

Robert  Burton  . 

Bela  Badger  J 

Jacob  M.  Thomas 
Henry  C.  Corbit  t     Were  appointed 

Richard  Morgan  (  Secretaries, 

Charles  J.  Wolbert 


The  Chairman  stated  the  object  of  the  meeting; 
when  Caleb  Cope,  Esq  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed at  a  preliminary  meeting,  to  have  charge  of  the 
Memorial,  presented  the  same,  and  stated  that  10,259 
signatures  had  been  obtained;  that  no  minor,  so  far  as 
the  knowledge  of  the  Committee  extended,  had  been 
permitted  to  sign;  that  all  were  freemen,  speaking  in 
the  "fearless  tones  of  freemen,''  and  not  in  the  "  cau- 
tious whispers  of  trembling  slaves."  The  following 
list  contains  the  numbers  and  various  occupations  of 
the  signers;  and  Memorials  are  still  in  circulation,  for 
those  citizens  who  have  not  yet  had  an  opportunity  of 
affixing  their  names  to  the  memorial,  viz — 

722  Manufacturers  74  Lumber  merchants 

504  Weavers  281  Farmers  and  Millers 

1118  Merchants  94  Inn  keepers   &.   hvery 

256  Tailors  stable  keepers 

258  Boot  &  shoemakers       53  Saddle  &.  Harness  ma- 

251  Grocers  kers 

185  Draymen, Carters, &      57  Painters  and  Glaizers 
Porters  153  Book  sellers  and  Sta- 

268  Watchmakers,    sil-  tioners 

ver  smiths,  &.  Jew-       33  Coach  makers 
ellers  57  Brush  makers 

149  Tanners,    Curriers,       51   Coopers 

and  leather  dealers       62  Ship    carpenters,   rig- 
432  Clerks  &.  Account-  gers,    rope    makers 

ants  and  sail  makers 

146  Blacksmiths  &  stove       34  Comb  makers 

makers  42  Copper  Smiths  and  Tin 

441  Carpenters  workers 

205  Storekeepers  48  Brokers 

241  Printers  S3  Bakers 

119  Lamp    and  Instru-       34  Tobacconists 

ment  makers  20  Brewers 

228  Laborers  21  Auctioneers 

97  Ironmongers  47  Coal  and  Flour   deal- 

224  Hatters  ers 

150  Druggists  78  Mariners    and  Water- 
84  Attorneys  men 

105  Cabinet  and  Chair      57  Engravers 
makers  35  Teachers 

102  Umbrella  makers  16  Sugar  refiners 

188  Brick  makers,brick-      18  Distillers 

layers  and  Plaster-       30  Iron  masters 
ers  439  Mechanics   in    various 

60  Stone  cutters  other  branches 

82  Physicians 
1718  Citizens,  including  artists,   builders,   engineers, 
publishers,  shipwrights,  paper  hangers,  gilders, 
iron    founders,    turners,     upholsterers,    wheel- 
wrights, tallow  chandlers,  butchers  and  others, 
as  may  be  seen   b}'  reference  to  the   signatures, 
to  which  the    signers  have    annexed   their  re- 
spective professions  and  occupations.    .Making 
10,259. 
On  motion  of  John  S.  Riddle, 

Resolved,  That  twenty-four  delegates  be  appointed 
by  this  meeting,  to  represent  at  V/ashington,  the  views 
and  wishes  of  the  memorialists,  and  to  take  such  mea- 
sures there  as  may  appear  proper  and  expedient  to  sa- 
tisfy the  Senators  and  Representatives  of  Pennsylvania, 
of  the  urgent  necessity  of  immediate  legislation,  to  re- 
lieve the  country  from  existing  sufiering,  and  avert  the 
greatest  temporary  evils. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  twenty-three  per- 
sons be  appointed  by  the  chair  to  nominate  to  the  meet- 
ing a  suitable  delegation,  in  conformity  with  the  pre- 
ceding resolution. 

Whereupon  the  chair  appointed 

John  S.  Riddle  Robert  Toland 

Robert  Wain  Werton  C.  Donr.ldson 

Wm.  Chaloner  Cornelius  S.  Smith 

Richard  Price  Thos.  S.  Richards 

Jos.  S.  Riley  M.  Humphreys 
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Lawrence  Shuster  B.  McCready 

Cornelius  Tiers  Jos.  R.  Bolton 

Win.  U.  Thompson  Peter  Parker 

Robert  Howell  Jos.  Murray 

Charles  Masscy  John  D.  Goodwin 

Thos.  Wood  Samuel  Grant 

Joseph  W.  Ryers. 
Who  after  having  retired  for  some  time,   nominated 
the  following  gentlemen: 

Eliim  Chauncey  Robert  T.  Potts 

Thomas  Fassitt  Benj.   Naglee 

James  Martin  Henry  Troth 

William  Gill  Mordecai  D.  Lewis 

Benj.  W.  Richards  Jos.  Smith,  Carpenter 

John  Strothers  Meritt  Canby 

Samuel  Comly  John  S.  Warner 

Caleb  Cope  J.F.  Leaming 

John  M.  Ogden  Isaac  Macauley 

Thos.  Fletcher  Henry  White 

Gideon  Scull  Cornelius  Tiers 

John  AVaters  Bela  Badger 

Which  nomination  was  unanimously  concurred  in, 
and  they  were  authorized  to  fill  any  vacancy  that  may 
occur. 

On  motion  of  Charles  Masse}',  and  seconded  by  John 
M.  Scott,  Esq.  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions, 
were  carried  by  general  acclamation,  having  been  first 
eloquently  supported  by  the  latter  gentleman,  and  by 
Professor  Hare. 

Whereas,  The  Memorial,  now  encircling  the  walls  of 
this  Hall,  contains  the  written  attestations  of  10,259 
freemen  to  the  mournful  truth,  that  the  people  of  the 
City  and  County  of  Philadelphia  "  are  in  the  midst  of 
unexampled  suflTering  and  distress;  that  instead  of  re- 
lief, they  have  only  a  prospect  of  continued  and  increas- 
ing misery,  the  severity  of  which  cannot  be  measured 
by  any  thing  that  has  yet  occurred;  that  this  distress  is 
to  be  traced  to  the  disordered  state  of  the  currency, and 
that  of  the  removal  of  the  Government  Deposits  from 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States:"  And,  whereas,  this 
meeting  has  assembled,  not  in  the  spirit  or  with  the 
feelings  of  party,  but  in  the  spirit  and  with  the  feelings 
of  freemen,  to  devise  the  means  of  presenting  their 
grievances  to  the  consideration  of  the  constituted  au- 
thorities of  the  Nation,  and  of  demanding  from  them 
some  just  measure  of  relief:     Therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Delegates  appointed  to  present 
the  Memorial  which  states  our  sufferings,  be  instructed 
in  the  manly  and  plain  language  of  free  citizens  of  a 
free  Republic,  to  lay  our  grievances  before  the  Itepre- 
sentatives  of  the  People,  and  to  ask  at  their  hands  that 
the  fatal  step  which  has  led  to  our  present  distress,  be 
retraced,  and  the  policy  which  is  causing  our  ruin,  be 
abandoned. 

And,  whereas,  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  "that 
the  Bank  of  the  U.  States  has  tended  in  a  great  degree 
to  maintain  a  sound  and  uniform  currency — to  facilitate 
the  financial  operations  of  the  Government — to  reguLite 
foreign  and  domestic  exchange — and  has  been  condu- 
cive to  commercial  prosperity;"  and  that  no  measure 
short  of  a  re-charter  of  that  Institution  will  restore  con- 
fidence to  the  country,  and  pive  permanent  relief  from 
the  distress  under  which  the  Nation  is  suffering. 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  from  this  meeting  be 
further  instructed  to  address  themselves  to  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Pennsylvania  in  both  houses  of  Congress, 
and  to  state  to  them  that  it  is  the  desire  of  the  freemen 
composing  tliis  assembly  that  "they  use  their  exertions 
to  obtain  a  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Slates  during  the  present  session  of  Congress, 
with  such  alterations  (if  any  be  necessary)  as  may  se- 
cure the  rights  of  the  States." 

Resolved,  Tliat  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  and  of 
the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be  transmitted  to  the 
governor  of  this  commonwealth,  and  to  the  Senate  and 


House  of  Representativ3s  of  this  State  as  an  evidence 
that  the  People  of  the  District  respond  heartily  to  the 
sentiments  expressed  by  those  bodies — and  by  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor;  in  the  resolutions  by  them  so- 
lemnly adopted  and  by  him  approved  in  April,  1831, 
and  in  February,  1832. 

On  motion  of  John  Scholefield, 

Resolved,  That  the  manly  and  independent  conduct 
of  our  esteemed  fellow  citizen,  William  J.  Duane,  in 
refusing  to  be  the  instrument  of  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posits, and  in  preferring  to  retire  to  private  life  rather 
than  sacrifice  his  public  duty,  merits  the  thanks  and 
gratitude  of  his  country. 
On  motion  of  Henry  Nixon, 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  Memorial  to  Congress, 
together  with  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting,  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  that  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed,  to  present 
the  same,  with  a  request  that  he  will  submit  the  sub- 
ject to  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature,  and  invite 
their  co  operation  in  measures  deemed  of  vital  impor- 
tance to  the  interests  and  welfare  of  this  Common- 
wealth. 

The  following  gentlemen  compose  the  Commit- 
tee:— 

Henry  Nixon,  Henry  Cope,  Joseph  S.  Riley,  Robert 
AValn,  Joseph  H.  Dulles. 
On  motion  of  C.  G.  Childs, 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  pre- 
sented to  the  officers  presiding  over  it,  and  also  to 
John  M.  Scott,  Esq.  for  his  appropriate,  manly  and 
eloquent  address,  and  that  a  copy  of  the  same  be  re- 
quested for  publication. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be 
published  in  the  papers  in  the  City  and  County  of  Phil- 
adelphia. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 

JOHN  A.  BROWN,  President 
Samuel  Richards 
Matbew  Caret 
Wm.  GitL 
Geo.  Miller 
Benj.  Naglee 
Israel  Roberts 
John  Scolefield 
Thos.  Fletcher 
Robert  Bdrton 
Bela  Badger 

Vice  Presidents. 
Jacob  M.  Thomas 
Henry  C.  Corhit 
Richard  Mors;an 
Chas.  J.  JVulbert 

Secretaries. 


An  incident  occurred  during  the  address,  that  may  be 
considered  worthy  (if  notice.  Mr.  Scott  was  remarking 
upon  the  attempts  made  by  certain  persons  to  drown 
the  voice  of  public  complaint,by  declaring  thatthere  was 
no  suffering,  no  tU--tress  in  the  community,  when  sortie 
one  in  the  crowd  exclaimed,  "Judge  w*  *•••»."  As 
soon  as  the  noise  had  subsided  which  was  consequent 
upon  this  "  palpable  hit,"  Mr.  Scott  continued — "Yes, 
Mr.  President,  was  the  honorable  gentleman  just  men- 
tioned by  the  person  on  the  floor,  now  present,  we 
could  satisfy  him  that  there  is  very  great  pecuniary  dis- 
tress— we  would  give  him  satisfaction  in  the  voice  of 
the  people;  and,"  continued  the  spe:iker,  pointing  to 
the  list  of  names  festooned  along  the  four  sides  and 
across  the  centre  of  the  Hall,  "we  could  afford  him  the 
ociilar  proof  by  pointing  to  "  i/ie  hand  xcritingum  Hit 
wall." 

"And  a  Daniel,"  said  some  of  the  crowd,  "will  see 
and  expound  it  to  him." 

U.  S.  Gazettt. 
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For  the  Register. 
LOGAN,  THE  INDIAN  CHIEF. 
Mr.  Hazard: — 

In  your  Register  of  Dec.  the  28th, 1  perceive  an  article 
taken  from  the  Germantown  Telegraph,  written  it  is 
probable  by  a  well  known  and  respectable  antiquarian, 
whose  authority  upon  most  points  of  Colonial  History  I 
should  not  pretend  to  question;  but  as  he  has  in  this  in- 
stance been  misled  by  some  erroneous  local  tradition, 
and  as  I  think  the  fact  possesses  an  interest  not  alto- 
gether local,  it  may  be  well  to  set  it  in  its  true  light. 

After  speaking  of  the  connexion  of  James  Logan  with 
the  Indian  Tribes  of  Pennsylvania  during  nearly  fifty 
years,  in  which  time  he  entirely  secured  their  esteem 
and  afTectionjthe  writer  states  "that  Wingahocking  one 
of  their  Chiefs  proposed  to  Logan  an  exchange  of 
names  in  the  Indian  Fashion:  this  being  agreed  to,  the 
Indian  took  the  name  of  Logan,  and  the  name  of  the 
Chief  was  given  to  the  Creek  running  through  the 
Stenton  Grounds,"  &c. 

I  would  observe  that  it  is  not  said  here,  nor  is  there 
any  reason  to  believe  that  Secretary  Logan,  even  among 
his  Indian  friends,  ever  bore  the  name  Wingahocking — 
which  politeness  and  policy  might  have  required — and 
it  would  have  been  a  poor  compliment  to  the  Indian  to 
give  to  a  petty  stream  the  name  which  he  did  not  him- 
self condescend  to  use. 

I  recollected  afterwards  that  Secretary  Logan  and 
the  Chieftain  of  the  same  name  could  scarcely  be  called 
contemporaries,  and  certainly  could  not  have  long  en- 
joyed the  friendship  of  each  other — as  James  Logan 
terminated  his  connexion  with  the  Indians  as  early  as 
1748 — and  tlie  Indian  was  still  a  vigorous  warrior  when 
killed  about  30  years  later. 

My  doubts  thus  suggested  were  fully  confirmed  by 
further  investigation,  and  1  conceive  that  the  etymolo- 
gy ^of  the  name  Wingahocking  is  alone  perfect  evidence 
that  this  story  is  utterly  without  foundation. 

Logan  the  Indian  was  a  Cayuga  Chief,  and  his  origi- 
na  name  would  have  been  in  that  language,  but  Win- 
gahocking is  in  the  Delaware  dialect,  and  its  n»  aning 
is,  "  Choice  land  for  cultivating  or  planting — a  favour- 
ite spot — fine  land"  exactly  corresponding  with  the  na- 
tural character  of  Stenton  fiu-m,  no  doubt  its  original 
name;  and  certainly  never  belonged  to  any  Indian 
Chief — all  whose  names  were  significant  of  some  quality 
or  commemorative  of  some  act — and  tho'  sometimes  ta- 
ken from  an  animal  or  inanimate  object  to  which  the 
Indian  may  have  had  some  imagined  resemblance,  ne- 
ver that  I  can  discover  were  derived  from  localities. 

Though  the  story  of  the  exchange  of  names  is  without 
foundation,  it  is  not  the  less  true  that  the  Indian  Chief 
did  derive  his  name  from  the  Provincial  Secretary. 

He  was  the  second  son  of  a  most  worthy  Chief  of  the 
Cayuga  tribe — a  virtuous,  shrewd  and  sober  man,  nam- 
ed Shicalamy,  wlio  resided  at  Shamokin.  Many  years' 
intercourse  between  Shicalamy  and  James  Logan  con- 
firmed a  mutual  esteem  and  friendship;  and  when  in 
the  latter  period  of  their  lives,  their  infirmities  prevent- 
ed their  seeing  each  other,  few  messengers  passed  be- 
tween  Philadelphia  and  Shamokin,   without   bearing 


from  one  to  the  other  an  expression  of  aflTection,  or 
some  more  substantial  proof  of  recollection.  Shicala- 
m}'  died  in  1749,  a  convert  of  the  Moravian  Missionaries, 
whose  Historian,  Loskiel,  bears  honourable  testimony 
of  his  worth.  His  wife  it  is  said,  was  a  Shawanese  wo- 
man, and  their  son  received  from  them  the  name  of 
their  old  friend  and  benefactor.  Such  is  the  history  of 
the  name  which  it  is  likely  enough  was  given  in  Chris- 
tian Baptism  not  after  any  Indian  fashion  whatever. 

There  is  a  short  memoir  of  the  Chieftain  Logan  in 
Mr.  Thatcher's  lives  of  the  Indians,  which  if  you  have 
space,  I  would  recommend  to  you  to  reprint  as  a  se- 
quel to  this  letter. 

With  much  respect, 

I  am  yours,  &c.  I.  F.  F. 


MESSAGE  OF  THE  GOVERNOR, 


Accompanied  with   a  memorial  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Courts  of  Pennsylvania. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen: — a  memorial  signed  by  the  judges  of  the 
Supreme  court,  and  directed  to  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives,  setting  forth  in  a  plain  but  forcible 
manner,  the  total  inability  of  that  branch  of  the  judica- 
tory to  discharge,  with  satisfaction  to  themselves,  or 
with  advantage  to  the  public,  the  onerous  and  continu- 
ally accumulating  duties  which  the  present  condition 
and  circumstances  of  the  commonwealth  devolve  upon 
them,  and  suggesting  the  adoption  of  Legislative  mea- 
sures, having  a  tendency  to  mitigate  their  labors  and  to 
enable  them  to  dispense  justice  with  greater  delibera- 
tion and  in  a  manner  calculated  to  avoid  the  too  fre- 
quent difference  of  opinion  among  themselves,  as  well 
as  to  ensure  more  confidence  in  their  decisions,  has 
been  forwarded  to  me,  with  a  request  that  I  would 
cause  the  same  to  be  laid  before  the  General  Assembly. 
Emanating  as  this  request  does,  from  so  respectable  a 
source,  1  take  great  pleasure  in  transmitting  the  memo- 
rial to  the  two  Houses,  and  in  recommending  the  views 
and  suggestions  of  the  memorialists  to  the  early  and  fa- 
vorable consideration  of  the  Legislature,  with  whom 
alone  exists  the  power  to  afford  the  relief  desired.  The 
facts  stated  in  the  memorial  are  notoriously  true,  and  it 
is  due  to  public  justice  as  well  as  to  the  memorialists, 
that  a  speedy  and  an  effectual  remedy  should  be  provid- 
ed. Permit  me,  gentlemen,  to  urge  this  subject  upon 
your  attention,  and  to  express  the  hope  that  tlie  appeal 
of  the  judges,  which  may  be  considered  as  addressed 
not  to  tlie  sympathies  but  to  the  justice  of  the  General 
Assembly,  will  not  be  disregarded. 

GEO.  WOLF. 

Harrisburg,  January  the  15th,  1834. 

MEMOJIIAL. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentativea  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  the  memorial  of  the 
undersigned,  judges  of  the  Supreme  court,  resficctfuUy 
represents: 

That  previous  to  the  organization  of  the  present  Cir- 
cuit courts,  there  was  a  gradual  increase  of  the  business 
of  the  Supreme  court  produced  by  an  increase  of  the 
population,  Iiabits  of  speculation,  and  the  judicial  or- 
ganization of  new  counties.  This  increase  was  met  by 
correspondent  exertions  on  the  part  of  the  judges,  and 
while  the  accumulation  produced  by  it  did  not  transcend 
their  efforts,  it  was  not  felt  by  the  public  to  be  an  evil. 
The  re-establishment  of  the  Circuit  court,  instead  of 
lessening,  as  was  anticipated,  the  business  in  bank  in  a 
degree  to  compensate  for  the  time  consumed  in  circuit 
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duties,  has  added  very  materially  to  the  previous  accu- 
mulation. Many  causes  come  from  the  Circuit  courts 
by  appeal;  and  not,  as  in  the  case  of  a  writ  of  error,  for 
the  examination  of  a  few  abstract  points  of  law,  but  for 
a  reinvestig'ution  of  the  merits  of  the  whole  cause  inclu- 
ding both  the  evidence  and  the  law.  An  appeal  from 
the  Circuit  court,  therefore,  is  found  to  occupy  double 
the  time  that  is  requisite  for  the  heaving  of  a  writ  of  er- 
ror; and  to  say  nothing  of  the  time  consumed  on  the 
circuits,  the  whole  increase  of  business  from  Uiis source, 
is  a  clear  addition  to  what  was  sufficiently  burthensome 
before.  From  these  causes,  the  accumulation  has  reach- 
ed a  point  which  renders  the  efforts  of  the  judges 
though  strenuously  applied  for  more  than  three  hundred 
days  in  the  year,  inadequate  to  reduce  iter  even  to  keep 
pace  with  it. 

The   extraordinary  exertions  heretofore  made,  must 
necessarily  be  relaxed  when  the  object  to  be  attained 
by  them,  is  fmind  to  be  a  hopeless  one.     Even  were 
the  undersigned  able  to  keep  the  business  down  by  dint 
of  labor,  it  would   deserve  consideration  whether  the 
rapidity  with  which  it  woidd  be  requisite  to  move,  is 
compatible  with  safety  in  a  court  whose  errors  are  with- 
out remedy  in  the  particular  cause.   In  the  four  country 
districts,  the  undersigned  have  usually  despatched  from 
seventy  to  a  hundred  causes  in  the  four  weeks,  being  at 
the  rate  of  nearly  four  causes  a  day;  and  yet  a  consid- 
erable number  have  ordinarily  remained  untouched  for 
vjrant  of  time.     In  the   western  tlistrict,   the  remnants 
amount  to  more  than  a  hundred,  and  are  yearly  increas-  i 
ing.   The  consequences  of  this  extreme  haste,  are  occa- 1 
sional  error,  and   a   too  frequent  division  of  opinion,  I 
which  lessens  the  authority  of  the  decision,  and  would 
more  seldom  occur  if  time  were  allowed  for  delibera-  j 
tion.     In  order  to  eradicate  an  occasional  vicious  prin- 
ciple hastily  introduced,  before  it  has  become  inveter  } 
ate,  the  undersigned  are  compelled  to  review  their  own  j 
decisions  more  frequently  than  seems  to  be  consistent  I 
with  the  st.ibility  of  judicial  precedents.  These  remarks,  j 
however,  are  applicable  only  to  the   country  districts.  I 
In  Philadelphia,  where  the  amount  in  contest  is  usually 
greater,  and  the  arguments  consequently  fuller,  there  j 
is  sufficient  time  for  reflection  and  consultation.  I 

Though  an  appellate  tribunal  is  not,  in  its  design,  a  j 
court  for  the  despatch  of  the  current  of  ordinary  busi- 
ness, it  seems  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  litigated  I 
causes  in  the  fifty-three  courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  | 
District  courts,  finds  its  way  into  the  Supreme  court, 
besides  a  very  considerable  shar3  of  the  business  in  the  j 
Orphans'  courts  and  Quarter  sessions .  It  is  worthy  of 
remark,  too,  that  anew  and  no  inconsiderable  share  of, 
appellate  jurisdiction,  has  been  created  by  the  act  for 
the  distribution  of  monies  in  court  among  lien  creditors. 
In  addition,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  undersigned,  beside  the 
usual  Nisi  Prius  courts  at  Philadelphia,  to  hold  a  Circuit 
court  in  each  of  the  counties  in  which  there  are  causes 
at  issue,  (and  there  is  usually  business  in  three-fourths  of 
them)  the  judgments  in  which  ordinarily  come  up  by 
appeal,  to  swell  the  business  in  bank.  Finally  a  con- 
siderable share  of  business  originates  in  the  Supreme 
court  itself,  by  Habeas  Corpus,  Mandamus,  information 
in  the  nature  of  Quo  Warranto,  and  the  inspection  of 
the  charters  of  incorporation.  From  this,  the  Legisla- 
ture may  perceive  that  the  business  cast  upon  the  court 
is  more  than  it  can  bear.  It  is  no  alleviation  of  the  cir- 
cuit duties,  to  find  that  the  number  of  causes  in  many  of 
the  counties,  is  comparatively  small.  The  time  consum- 
ed in  the  same  whether  there  is  business  for  the  whole 
week  or  not;  and  it  is  rather  a  source  of  vexation  than 
otherwise,  that  a  judge  is  sometimes  compelled  to  travel 
two  hundred  miles  to  try  a  single  cause. 

The  causes  of  the  increase  of  business  in  the  Supreme 
court,  are  principally  these: — 1.  The  circuit  duties  im- 
posed on  its  judges;  and  the  consequent  review  in  bank, 
oftheir  own  decisions:— 2.  The  abuse  of  the  right  of 
appeal  from  the  county  courts: — 3.  The  increase  of 
population  and  consequent  organization  of  addition.il 


courts: — 4.  The  general  increase  of  litigation  from  the 
increase  of  trade  and  speculation.  The  accumulation 
from  the  last  two,  cannot  be  prevented. 

The  undersigned  are  aware  that  the  accumulation 
from  the  Circuit  courts,  is  an  inconvenience  which  it  is 
difficult  to  deal  with;  and  they  express  no  opinion  on 
the  subject  oftheir  abolition.  Still  it  is  due  to  the  oc- 
casion to  say  that  such  a  measure  is  one  of  the  very  few 
which  are  practicable,  and  at  the  same  time  competent 
to  afford  any  thing  like  substantial  and  permanent  relief. 
Should  it  be  the  pleasure  of  the  Legislature  to  leave 
these  writs  untouched,  something,  though  much  less 
might  be  accomplished  by  lessening  the  amount  of  the 
business  derived  from  the  county  courts. 

The  excessive  use  of  the  writ  of  error,  which  is  sen- 
sibly felt  to  be  a  grievance  in  Pennsylvania,  is  the  result 
of  an  absence  of  all  those  checks,  the  affidavit  of  the 
suitor  excepted,  which  are  interposed  to  guard  it  from 
abuse  elsewhere.  The  costs  in  the  Supreme  Court  are 
too  inconsiderable  to  enter  into  the  computation  of  the 
chances,  or  of  the  benefit  to  be  derived  from  delay,  even 
should  the  event  be  unpropitious.  In  appeals  from  the 
Circuit  courts,  even  the  affidavit,  inefficient  as  it  is 
found  to  be  in  other  cases,  is  wanting.  Including  the 
tax  of  three  dollars,  the  costs  of  a  writ  of  error  paid  down 
at  the  purchasing  of  the  writ,  are  barely  five  dollars; 
and  those  subsequently  incurred  are  seldom  as  much 
more,  and  still  more  seldom  paid.  As  an  execution  can 
not  be  issued  from  the  Supreme  Court  on  an  affirmance 
or  reversal,  the  prothonotary  has  no  direct  means  of 
collecting  his  costs,  but  an  action  before  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  which,  if  the  party,  as  he  usually  does,  lives  in 
another  county,  is  very  inefficient.  The  lien  which  the 
officer  has  on  the  record,  is  fruitless,  where  no  further 
steps  are  to  be  taken  in  the  court  below,  as  neither  party 
has  an  object  to  accomplish  in  such  a  case,  by  carrying: 
the  record  down;  and  where  that  was  otherwise,  instanc- 
es have  been  knov/n  of  a  second  trial  by  consent,  with- 
out an  actual  transmission  of  the  record.  It  may  readily 
be  imagined,  then,  that  an  unsuccessful  party  will  not 
be  deterred  from  taking  the  benefit  of  a  desperate 
chance,  where  there  is  comparatively  nothing  to  pay  for 
it;  and  accordingly  we  find  that  three-fourths  of  the 
judgments  removed,  are  affirmed. 

In  the  courts  of  primary  resort,  justice  ought  to  be 
as  cheap  as  possible,  because  the  presumption  of  right 
is  not  unfavoi'able  to  the  party  seeking  redress.  But 
when  his  cause  has  been  adversely  judged,  by  a  tribunal 
competent  to  the  decision  of  it,  the  presumption  is  posi- 
tively against  him;  and  if  he  will  obtrude  himself  on 
another  tribunal,  it  ought  to  be  at  his  peril.  If  it  were 
practicable,  it  might  be  desirable  for  the  satisfaction  of 
the  suiters  to  make  the  appellate  court  as  e.asy  of  access 
as  are  the  primary  ones;  but  as  that  cannot  be  done 
without  choking  up  the  appellate  court,  and  causing  a 
stagnation  of  the  entire  stream  of  justice,  necessity  re- 
quires that  it  should  be  otherwise.  In  some,  if  not  all 
our  sister  states,  a  penalty  in  proportion  to  the  matter  in 
controversy,  is  imposed  on  unsuccessful  appellants  or 
plaintiffs  in  error.  In  addition  to  this,  if  writs  of  error 
were  subjected  to  the  special  allowance  of  a  judge  of 
the  Supreme  court,  where  the  matter  in  contest  is  under 
one  hundred  dollars,  it  would  m.aterially  lessen  a  consi- 
derable part  of  the  business,  and  prevent  important 
principles  which  are  sometimes  involved  in  these  small 
matters,  from  being  decided  without  the  lights  afforded 
by  a  full  argument. 

Beside  these  causes  of  increase,  it  is  not  certain  but 

that  a  too  wide  extension  of  the   terms  of  the  Supreme 

■  Court,  has  encouraged  appellate  litigation;  and  perhaps 

something  might  be  effected  by  consolidating  the  three 

middle  districts   as  the   seat  of  Government.     In  any 

event,  it  would  relieve  the  judges  from  a  fruitless  ex- 

I  penditure  of  two  weeks,  in  addition.al  journey   to   the 

I  western  countries,  caused  by  fixing  the  period  for  hold- 

j  ing  the  term  at  Chambersburg,  between  the  season  for 

,  holding  the  Circuit  Courts  in  those  counties  and  the  term 
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at  Pittsburg.  Should  it  be  the  pleasure  of  the  Legisla- 
ture not  to  consolidiite  the  middle  districts,  it  is  submit- 
ted whether  this  time  would  not  be  beneficially  saved 
by  placing  the  term  at  Chambcrsburg  immediately  after 
that  at  Sunbury,  allowing  a  sufficient  interval,  however, 
for  the  judges  to  travel  from  the  one  place  to  the  other. 
Closely,  though  not  necessarily  connected  with  the 
foregoing,  is  the  delay  that  has  occurred  in  publishing 
the  reports.  Owing  to  the  multiplication  of  law  books 
every  where,  the  unaided  patronag-e  of  the  profession  is 
insufficient  to  quicken  the  pace  of  the  reporters.  The 
judges  are  unable  to  return  an  accurate  recollection  of 
their  own  decisions;  and  hence  the  decision  of  a  cause 
is  often  deferred;  in  order  to  consult  manuscripts  at 
home,  wliich  would  in  our  sister  states,  where  the  ex- 
ertions of  the  reporters  are  stimulated  by  the  patronage 
of  the  government,  be  published,  and  on  the  table  of  the 
court.  A  prompt  circulation  of  the  latest  decisions, 
would  prevent  many  an  unsustainable  action  from  being 
instituted,  and  put  a  stop  to  those  already  brought.  It 
is  respectfully  suggested  that  a  small  salary  in  addition 
to  the  profits  of  the  book,  would  relieve  the  court  and 
the  profession  from  much  inconvenience  on  that  head. 

The  undersigned  respectfully  conceive  that  they  dis- 
charge a  duty  which  they  owe  to  the  public,  in  suggest- 
ing to  the  Legislature  the  existence  of  defects  in  our  ju- 
diciary system,  with  which  their  business  and  situ.ation 
render  them  particularly  familiar.  That  they  are  actu- 
ated by  no  personal  considerations,  is  proved  by  the  un- 
doubted fact,  that  no  act  of  legislation  can  so  far  reduce 
the  amount  of  labour  which  it  will  always  be  necessary 
for  them  to  perform,  as  to  leave  them  a  longer  period 
for  their  families  and  private  concerns,  than  they  at 
present  enjoy.  Under  any  modification  of  the  system, 
their  labo\ir  must  be  unintermitted.  But  the  mischiefs 
they  have  indicated,  being  remedied,  they  would  have 
the  consolation  of  perceiving  that  their  labours  were  ad- 
equate to  the  object,  and  the  suitors  and  the  public  sa- 
tisfied. 

AH  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  B.  GIBSON, 
MOLTON  C.  ROGERS, 
CHARLES  HUSTON, 
JOHN  ROSS, 
JOHN  KENNEDY. 
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PHILADELPHIA,  FEB.  8,  1834. 

Appointments  by  the  Governor. 
THOMis  Sergeant,  Esq.  Associate  Judge  of  the  Su- 
preme  Court   of  Pennsylvania,   in  the  room  of  John 
Ross,Esq.  deceased.  AncHiBALB  RANDAiL.Esq.  Judge 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 


The  Board  of  Health  have  just  issued  their  annual 
Statement  of  diseases  and  deaths  during  the  year  1833. 
As  we  have  not  room  this  week  for  the  tables  in  detail, 
we  insert  for  the  present  the  following  notes  we  have 
hastily  made  upon  them.  The  whole  number  of  deaths 
during  the  year  is  4440 

There  however  ought  to  be  deducted  the  still 

born  312 


Which  will  leave  from  disease  or  accidents 
Of  these  there  died  under  1  year         1337 

1  and     2      375 

2  and     5       321 
5  and  10       131 

10  and  15         78 


4128 


15  and  20 

103 

20  and  30 

531 

30  and  40 

534 

40  and  50 

362 

50  and  60 

245 

60  and  70 

185 

70   and  80 

141 

80  and  90 

79 

90  and  100 

17 

100  and  110 

3 

4440 

So  that  more  than  one  half  died  under  20  years  of 
age. 

The  deaths  in  1833,  were  1394  less  than  in  1832,  af- 
ter  allowing  for  the  deaths  from  cholera — which,  tak- 
ing into  view  the  increase  of  population,  shews  the  past 
to  have  been  a  year  of  uncommon  health.  In  1832, 
the  proportion  was  1  in  32.84  of  the  population,  and  in 
1833,  it  is  about  1  in  44.17.  We  estimate  the  popula- 
tion at  182,355. 

The  number  of  males  was  2412,  and  of  females  2028, 
or  in  proportion  of  100  males  to  84  females.  Under  20 
years  there  were  1261  males,  and  1084  females,  or  100 
of  the  former  to  85.96  of  the  latter,  and  above  20  years 
there  were  1151  males,  and  941  females,  or  100  males 
to  82.01  females, 

There  were  3962  white,  and  478  colored  persons;  or 
100  white  to  12.32  colored. 

The  greatest  number  of  deaths  occurred  in  July,  and 
the  smallest  in  November, 

About  half  of  the  deaths  were  caused  by  9  diseases, 
in  the  following  order  as  to  number — consumption  650 — 
convulsions  266 — cholera  infantum  197 — debility  189 — 
dropsy  of  the  head  170 — inflammation  of  the  lungs  166 
— smallpox  156 — mania  a  potu  and  intemperance  142 
— inflammation  of  the  bowels  135.  There  were  18 
cases  of  suicide,  5  murders,  8  poisoned, — 55  were 
drowned,  16  took  laudanum  to  excess! 

There  were  reported  by  157  practitioners 7642  births, 
viz:  3840  males,  and  3802  females — or  in  the  propor- 
tion of  100  males  to  99.01  females — being  a  rather  larger 
proportion  of  females  than  usual,  last  year  the  males 
were  in  excess. 

The  difference  between  the  births  and  deaths  is 
3202. 

Of  the  births  312  were  still  born — or  1  in  24.  Of  the 
males  186  were  still  born,  or  1  in  20;  and  of  the  females 
126,  or  1  in  30. 

The  proportion  of  deaths  to  births  1  to  1.72  or  76 
births  to  44  deaths. 

There  were  about  21  births,  and  12  deaths  per  day. 

The  deaths  from  consumption  bear  about  the  usual 
proportion  of  1  in  6i  to  6  J — of  the  650  who  died  with 
it  342  were  males  and  308  females;  of  these  104  were  un- 
der 20  years,  343  between  20  and  40,  and  203  upwards 
of  40.  Of  the  whole  number  of  deaths  between  20  and  40, 
more  than  one-third  were  from  consumption. 
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Report  of  the  Joint  Committe  of  the  two  Houses  of 
llie  Pennsylvania  Legislature,  on  tlie  subject  of  a  Sjs- 
tem  of  General  F.ducution,  together  with  the  Bill  re- 
ported by  said  Committee,  and  an  Appendix  contain- 
ing sundry  communications  on  the  subject  of  Com- 
mon Schools.  —  Samuel  Breck,  Chaiiman.  Bead  in 
the  Senate,  January  22,  1834,  and  1500  copies  order- 
ed to  be  printed. 

Report  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  the  two  Houses  of 
(he  Hennsylvania  Legislature,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  following  Resolution: 

"  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  in  con- 
junction with  a  like  committee  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, for  the  purpose  of  digesting  a  system  of  ge- 
neral education  for  this  Commonwealth,  and  that  all  re- 
ports, together  with  the  unfinished  business  of  last  ses- 
sion, upon  that  subject,  be  referred  to  said  joint  com- 
mittee, who  are  instructed  to  report  as  early  as  possible, 
by  bill  or  otherwise." 

In  Pennsylvania,  our  riglit  of  suffrage  is  as  broad  as 
possible.  A  citizen,  who  pays  a  tax  of  a  few  cents  on- 
ly, can  go  to  the  election,  with  power  equal  to  him  who 
contributes  many  hundred  dollars;  and  by  his  vote,  di- 
rect tiie  public  weal,  with  the  same  autliority  as  the 
richest  citizen.  It  becomes  necessary,  therefore,  to 
give  the  man  of  humble  means,  an  opportunity  of  un- 
derstanding the  political  advantages  in  which  he  so 
largely  shares."  "  Our  institutions,"  says  a  great  states- 
man, "are  neither  designed  for,nor  suited  to  a  nation  of 
ignorant  paupers.  To  be  free,  the  people  must  be  in- 
telligently free." 

The  number  of  voters  in  Pennsylvania,  unable  to 
read,  have  been  computed,  from  data  in  other  states, 
at  many  thousand;  and  two  thousand  five  hundred, 
grow  up  to  be  voters  annual!)',  who  are  equally  igno- 
rant. In  a  republican  government,  no  voter  shnuld  be 
without  the  rudiments  of  learning;for  aside  from  political 
considerations,  education  purifies  the  morals,  and  les- 
sens crime.  Our  philanthropists,  who  visit  our  jails, 
have  ascertained  that  more  than  half  the  convicts  are 
unable  to  read.  It  is  better  to  avert  crime,  by  giving 
instruction  to  our  youth,  than  punish  them  when  men, 
as  ignorant  convicts. 

A  radical  defect  in  our  laws  upon  the  subject  of  ed- 
ucation, is  that  tlie  public  aid  now  given,  and  imperfect- 
ly given,  is  confined  to  t'le  poor.  Aware  of  this,  your 
committee  have  taken  care  to  exclude  tlie  word  poor, 
from  the  bill  which  will  accompany  this  report,  meaning 
to  make  the  system^eHe/-a/;thatistosay,to  form  an  edu- 
cational association  between  the  rich,  the  comparative- 
ly ricii,  and  the  destitute.  Let  them  all  fare  alike  in 
the  primary  schools;  receive  the  same  elementary  in- 
struction; imbibe  the  snme  republican  spirit,  and  be 
animated  by  a  feeling  of  perfect  equality.  In  after  life, 
he  who  is  diligent  at  school,  will  take  his  station  ac- 
cordingly, whether  born  to  weahh  or  not.  Common; 
schools,  universally  established,  will  multiply  the 
chances  of  success,  perhaps  of  brilliant  success,  among 
those  who  may  forever  continue  ignorant.  It  is  the  du- 
ty of  the  State  to  promote  and  foster  such  establish- 
ments. That  done,  the  career  of  each  ynuth  will  de- 
pend upon  himself.  The  State  will  have  (jiven  the  first 
impulse;  good  conduct  and  suitable  application  must  do 
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the  rest.  Among  the  indigent,  "  some  flashing  of  a 
mounting  genius"  may  be  found;  and  among  both  rich 
and  poor,  in  the  course  of  nature,  many  no  doubt  will 
sink  into  mediocrity,  or  beneath  it.  "Vet  let  them  start 
with  equal  advantages,  leaving  no  discrimination  then 
or  thereafter,  but  such  as  nature  and  study  shall  pro- 
duce. 

As  a  preliminary  step,  your  committee  addressed 
through  their  chairman,  a  letter,  accompanied  by  in- 
terrogatoi-ies  to  the  Governors  of  the  States  of  Maine, 
Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New  Hampshire,  New 
York,  and  Ohio.  Very  prompt,  full  and  satisfactory- 
replies  were  immediately  made.  Several  individuals, 
residing  abroad  and  in  Pennsylvania,  distinguished  by 
their  zeal  and  intelligence  in  matters  of  general  educa- 
tion, were  likewise  addressed  by  letter,  from  whom 
communications  containing  much  infi)rmation  have  been 
received,  and  are,  as  your  committee  think,  of  suffi- 
cient value  to  be  preserved;  for  which  reason,  they 
have  annexed  them  as  an  appendix  to  this  report. 

The  bill  now  presented  for  your  consideration,  and 
as  they  hope  for  your  adoption,  contains  no  compulso- 
ry provision  whatever.  The  city  of  Philadelphia,  the 
county  of  Philadelphia,  and  every  other  county,  when 
this  bill  shall  become  a  law,  will  constitute  a  school  di- 
vision, and  every  ward,  borough  or  township,  will  con- 
stitute a  school  district.  A  joint  meeting  of  the  county 
commissioners,and  a  delegate  from  each  school  district, 
shall  authorize  the  expenditure,  if  any,  in  each  district; 
and  these  appropriations  will  be  levied  and  collected  in 
the  usual  manner.  School  directors,  elected  in  each 
school  district,  will  determine  the  number  of  schools  to 
be  opened  therein,  and  provide  them  with  suitable 
school  houses.  Manual  labor  may  or  may  not  be  asso- 
ciated with  the  usual  studies.  Twoinspectors,appointed 
by  the  District  Court  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadel- 
phia,and  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas,  shall  visit  every 
school  in  their  respective  districts,  for  the  purpose  of 
inspecting  the  morals,  learning  and  ability  of  the  teach, 
ers,  and  shall  recommend  applicants  for  places  as  teach- 
ers;  watch  overthe  progress  and  conduct  of  the  scholars, 
&c.  A  superintendent  takes  charge  of  the  whole  sys- 
tem, which  he  regulates  according  to  the  various  pow- 
ers entrusted  to  him.  The  colleges  and  academies  now 
in  operation,  will  be  invited  by  him  to  educate,  in  the 
aggregate,  two  hundred  young  men  in  two  years,  to  be 
engaged  as  teachers,  as  soon  as  the  pl.m  can  be  well  or- 
ganized fir  common  school  purposes;  and  finally,  an  an- 
nual appropriation  is  made,  out  of  funds  which  will  be 
more  particularly  alluded  to  and  explained  in  another 
part  of  this  report. 

The  office  of  superintendent  of  the  public  schools  ex- 
ists in  the  State  of  New  York,  and  is  exercised  there 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  in  the  way 
proposed  by  your  committee  in  the  bill.  Whenever 
our  system  shall  become  fully  developed,  and  the  du- 
ties thereof  be  too  laborious  for  that  officer,  so  as  to  re- 
quire the  whole  and  exclusive  attention  of  a  competent 
individual,  such  an  one  can  then  be  appointed;  but  for 
the  first  few  year?,  the  two  offices  can  be  connected. 

The  authority  of  the  superintendent,  in  New  York, 
extends  over  more  than  nine  thousand  school  districts. 
He  receives  fiom  them  a  periodical  account  of  their 
progress,  their  organization,  their  success  or  their  de- 
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fectiveness.  With  us,  he  will  be  the  Executive  officer 
in  the  new  department.  It  will  be  his  duty  to  report, 
annually,  upon 

1.  Ihe  condition  of  the  common  schools  of  the 
State. 

2.  To  furnish  estimates  and  accounts  of  expenditures 
of  the  school  monies. 

3.  Give  plans  for  the  improvement  and  management 
of  the  common  school  fund,  and  better  org-anization  of 
the  common  sqhools,  and  whatever  else  he  may  deem 
it  expedient  to  communicate. 

The  law  will  conlrol  him  fully,  and  he  may  be  cen- 
sured and  removed  like  other  officers.  On  him,  as 
agent,  will  depend  the  well  working  of  the  system;  and 
as  that  system  extends,  with  the  increase  of  our  num- 
bers, he  may  be  usefully  aided  by  deputies,  who  may 
personally  inspect  the  scliools  of  every  division,  by  dis- 
tricting the  State  for  that  purpose.  It  may  be  a  part 
of  his  duty,  to  interchange  reports,  annually,  with  of- 
ficers of  a  similar  character  in  other  States,  for  the 
purpose  of  correcting  our  own  system,  and  improving 
theirs. 

But  the  chief  preparatory  step  is,  unquestionably, 
the  formation  of  teachers;  and  on  this  highly  important 
subject,  the  information  collected  by  your  committee  is 
ample.  Wherever  systems  of  common  schools  exist, 
there  is  but  one  voice  on  this  head.  Seminaries  for  the 
instruction  of  teachers,  are  as  important  as  medical 
schools  for  physicians.  Under  the  proposed  system,  a 
large  supply  of  teachers  will  soon  be  wanted;  and  these 
must  be  properly  formed  for  that  vocation.  They  must 
be  taught  the  art  of  well  governing  a  school;  they  must 
acquire  the  knowledge  necessary  to  be  communicated, 
and  the  art  of  communicating  that  knowledge.  For 
this  purpose,  a  central  school,  associated  with  manual 
labour,  has  been  suggesteil,  and  a  bill  was  reported  to 
the  House  of  Kepresentatives,  last  year,  upon  that  sub- 
ject. Ii  was  a  favourite  plan  of  the  great  De  Witt  Clin- 
ton. One  or  two  hundred  teachers,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  State,  might  be  thus  prepared  annually;  but 
the  method  recommended  by  the  Governor,  has  been 
adopted  by  your  committee,  who  believe  that  the  ex- 
isting colleges  may  be  able  to  furnish  model  schools  and 
a  teacher's  course.  Any  common  school,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  a  college,  would  afford  an  opportunity, 
daily,  for  the  student  to  learn  practically  that  part  of 
his  future  duty  which  relates  to  the  management  of 
scholars,  without  Intermitting  the  course  prescribed  in 
college.  At  the  end  of  two  years,  he  will  receive  a 
certificate  from  the  trustees,  if  properly  qualified.  In 
addition  to  these  colleges,  some  of  the  best  academies 
may  be  selected,  and  thus  augment  the  supply;  so  that 
two  huiidred  competent  teachers  may  be  furnished  an- 
nually, who,  at  an  expense  of  forty  dollars  each,  would 
cost  eight  thousand  dollars  a  year.  Most  of  our  acade- 
mies have  fallen  to  the  grade  of  common  schools.  This 
is  a  melancholy  truth — so  that  very  few  of  them  can  be 
used  as  seminaries  for  forming  teuchers.  Very  elabo- 
rate manuscript  communications  on  the  subject  of  aca- 
demies, have  been  addressed  to  the  committee.  By 
these  we  are  informed,  that  in  some  of  our  sisier  States, 
seminaries,  such  as  our  academies  were  intended  to  be, 
are  the  bone  and  sinew  of  the  system  of  general  educa- 
tion; forming  a  connecting  link  between  the  colleges. 
'I'hey  exert  also,  as  grammar  schools  of  the  villages,  a 
controlling  influence  on  education;  and  we  may  hope,in 
Pennsylvania,  that  the  opportunity  now  .'•florded  to 
them,  of  instructing  teachers  for  common  schools,  will 
be  a  means  of  restoring  them  to  the  rank  which  they 
ought  to  occupy.  In  Massachusetts,  where  the  teach- 
er's course  is  liberal,  these  academies  attract  sometimes 
as  many  as  one  hundred  young  men,  who  intend  to  be- 
come practical  teachers.  Were  our  academies  to  be 
moderately  endowed  and  remodelled,  they  might  exer- 
cise an  intermediate  influence  in  almost  every  county.be- 
tween  the  colleges  and  common  schools,  by  qualitying 
teachers  for  one,  and  preparing  students  in  classical  stu- 


dies for  the  other.  But  how  are  young  men  to  be  induced 
to  take  up  the  business  of  teaching?  To  this  your  commit- 
tee answer,by  giving  them  a  respectable  standing  in  so- 
clety — by  making  their  salaries  large  enough  to  maintain 
them  and  their  families,  'i  he  character  of  a  school  is 
formed  by  the  character  of  the  teacher;  and  the  respect 
and  obedience  of  the  pupil,  is  regulated  by  the  measure 
of  respect  which  the  master  receives  from  the  public. 
A, shameful  parsimony  prevails  in  the  remuneration  of 
teachers  of  common  schools.  The  male  teacher's  pay, 
in  New  York,  is  something  under  twelve  dollars  a 
month;  in  Ohio,  it  is  from  trelve  to  twenty.  Females, 
in  New  York,  average  five  dollars,  and  in  Connecticut, 
some  women  teach  for  seventy -five  cents  a  week! !  Well 
paid  teachers  are  the  cheapest. 

It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  the  public  treasury  is  to 
bear  the  whole  burden  of  the  teacher's  salaries.  On  the  .  ■ 
contrary,  the  best  trained  among  them  will  look  for 
their  compensation,  in  a  great  degree, to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  school  districts.  It  is  so  elsewhere.  For  exam- 
ple— in  New  York,  the  whole  expenditure  of  the  teach- 
ers' money,  for  1831,  was  §663,902,  out  of  which,  the 
State  paid  but  $50,000;  while  the  school  bills,  paid  vo- 
luntarily  by  individuals,  besides  the  local  school  tax, 
was  g358,320. 

A  like  plan, in  reference  both  to  teacher  and  schools, 
must  be  followed  in  Pennsylvania;  and  although  we 
may  not  see  it  succeed  at  first,  perseverance  will  ulti- 
mately cause  it  to  triumph.  Nor  ought  we,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  your  committee,  to  be  discouraged,  should  the 
people  be  slow  in  putting  into  operation  the  system  now- 
offered;  for  they  find,  by  the  report  of  the  NewrYork 
superintendent  of  1833,  that  in  1816,  only  140,000 
scholars  attended  school.  The  increase,  in  16  years,  in 
the  districts  vi'hich  have  adopted  the  school  system,  was 
354,853  scholars;  and  Governor  Marcy  informs  your 
committee,  that  this  year  the  whole  numberis  512,475. 
So  rapid  an  Increase  from  so  moderate  a  beginning, 
gives  great  reason  to  hope,  that  the  inhabitants  of  our 
own  Commonwealth,  will  gradually  shake  off  the  leth- 
argy that  now  prevails;  for  it  cannot  be  denied,  that 
much  apathy  on  the  subject  of  education,  has  hereto- 
fore existed  in  Pennsylvania — and  this  may  be  proved 
by  the  sad  disparity  between  those  who  avail  them- 
selves of  the  free  school  education,  and  those  who 
pay  no  attention  to  education  at  all.  Of  these  lat- 
ter. Governor  Wolf  computes  the  number  at  400,000. 
Assuming  the  last  census  as  a  basis,  we  have  635,849 
children  under  twenty  years  of  age:  between  four  and 
five  hundred  thousand  of  these  are,  by  the  constitution, 
placed  under  the  guardianship  of  the  Legislature,  of 
which,  by  official  returns  made  last  year  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Commonwealth,  only  17,462  are  now  re- 
ceiving (and  that  nominally  perhaps)  instruction  gratis.' 
Here,  then,  are  400,000  at  least,  wholly  without  any 
kind  of  schooling.  Yet  we  now  only  begin  to  hear  a 
murmur  of  discontent  from  their  parents,  and  a  wish  to 
claim  the  feeble  advantages  granted  by  our  existing 
laws.  It  is  a  Legisktive  duty,  as  your  committee 
thinks,  to  prepare  the  minds  of  our  fellow  citizens  for 
improvement  in  this  respect,  and  bring  them  gradually 
to  the  adoption  of  universal  education. 

Your  committee  proceed  to  consider,  very  briefly, 
the  system  of  schooling,  as  associated  with  manual  la- 
bour. Some  of  our  seminaries  have  considerable  expe- 
rience on  that  subject.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Junkin,  princi- 
pal of  the  Lafayette  college,  may  be  classed  among  the 
most  competent  teachers  of  the  Fellenbergplan:  and 
the  union  of  collegiate  education  and  manual  labour 
has,  under  his  direction,  been  very  successful.  Country 
schools  may  also  be  benefitted  by  a  like  union,  by  ha- 
ving small  lots  of  land  attached  to  a  school  house,  that 
shall  be  arranged  for  a  work  shop  and  farming.  With 
these,  a  teacher  can  be  maintained  by  the  labour  of  the 
boys,  who  may  be  made  to  work  one  hour  and  a  half  a 
day  only  for  that  purpose.  This  will  be  the  means  of 
instructing  and  employing  them,  and  laj'ing  the  foun- 
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dation  of  future  habits  of  industry.  The  connexion, 
however,  is  left  by  the  bill,  to  the  choice  of  the  people. 
It  may  be  adopted  or  omitted.  The  subject,  never- 
theless, is  recommended  to  the  special  attention  of  the 
Legislature,  as  one  that  is  more  and  more  appreciated, 
as  the  successful  experience  of  our  seminaries  fully  de- 
monstrate. We  see  there,  young  men  between  eigh- 
teen and  twenty-eight,  work  out  by  manual  labor  of 
three  hours  a  d  ly,  the  whole  expense  of  a  collegiate 
education,  and  thus  qualify  themselves  most  perfectly 
for  future  usefulness  as  instructors. 

Having  gone  through  the  general  provisions  of  the 
bill,  your  committee  now  offer  a  few  observations,  up- 
on the  w.ays  and  means  for  carrying  them  into  effect,  or 
ratlier  for  commencing  a  system  that  is  intended  soon, 
with  the  good  will  of  their  fellow  citizens,  to  become 
general. 

The  school  fund,  in  April,  will  be  five  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  the  annual  addition,  arising 
out  of  the  tax  of  one  mill,  land  warrants,  &.C.,  will  be, 
in  round  numbers,  two  hundred  thousand,  which,  witli 
interest  accumulating  in  the  internal  improvement  fund, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1831,  will  in  1839  or 
'40,  give  a  capital  of  more  than  two  millions  of  dol- 
lars,  which  at  5  per  cent,  will  yield  the  one  iiundred 
thousand  dollars  set  apart  by  said  act, to  be  aunuallj  dis- 
tributed for  the  use  of  schools.  To  this  accumulating 
stock  may  be  added  large  premiums  and  bonus  on 
banks,  the  charters  of  which  are  soon  to  be  renewed, 
and  capitals  increased.  If  this  increase  should  go  no 
further  than  two  millions  of  dollars, at  five  per  cent,  bo- 
nus and  a  premium  of  five  per  cent,  on  selling  the  stock, 
would  give  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  your 
committee  recommend  to  be  appropriated  for  the 
use  of  schools  and  forming  teachers,  in  the  following 
manner : 

1.  The  year  1834  may  require  for  teachers' instruc- 
tion and  initiative  measures,  twenty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars; that  is  to  say,  two  hundred  young  men  for  future 
teachers  at  40  dollars  each,  will  be  $8000,  and  to  aid 
ill  organizing  the  new  common  schools,  §17,000. 

2.  As  the  plan  developes  itself,  the  increase  of 
schools  and  teachers  will  require  for  the  year  1835,  the 
sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

3.  In  1836, we  may  hope  that  sufficient  extension  will 
have  taken  place  to  require,  according  to  the  provi- 
sions of  the  bill,  a  state  contribution  of  §75,000. 

4.  In  1837,  a  sum  of  fifty  thousand  will  be  left  unex- 
pended of  the  bank  bonus,  he,  which  may  go  towards 
defraying  the  expense  of  that  year,  and  to  which  may 
be  added  twenty -five  thousand  from  the  school  fund 
of  the  State. 

5.  In  1838  and  '39,  the  school  fund,  should  it  furnish 
$75,000  for  each  of  those  years,  will  only  postpone  the 
accumulation  of  that  fund  to  two  millions  of  dollars,  one 
single  year;  that  is  to  say,  until  1841,  when  it  may  pay, 
at  5  per  cent.,  the  yearly  sum  of  §100,000,  as  called 
for  by  the  law  of  1831. 

Should  these  expectations  be  realized,  it  remains  to 
Bee  in  what  way  these  annual  Slate  contributions  can  be 
expended  to  the  best  advantage;  and  this  brings  us  to 
consider  the  modes  adopted  elsewhere. 

In  Ohio,  with  a  school  fund  of  §550,000,  a  tax  of 
three  fourths  of  a  mill  on  the  dollar,  is  collected  in  the 
same  manner  and  at  the  same  time  that  the  general  re- 
venue is  collected. 

In  New  York,  the  school  fund  is  $1,754,046,  and 
yields  annually,  gl06,800,  only  glOO.OOO  of  whicli  is 
distributed;  thit  is.about  one  eleventh  part  of  the  whole 
school  expense:  and  no  town  can  partake  of  the  state 
distribution,  unless  it  levies  upon  its  inhabitants  two- 
eleyentlia,  or  a  sum  double  the  amount  of  that  to 
which  it  is  entitled  from  the  fund  of  general  apportion- 
ment. This  tax  is  laid  upon  the  several  towns  and  ci- 
ties; another  two-elevenths  is  raised  by  a  tax  upon  the 
property  of  the  several  districts,  in  pursuance  oft  vote 
of  the  inhabitants  thereof;  and  the  residue,  nearly  six- 


elevenths,  (being  $606,799,)  is  paid  voluntarily  by  the 
parents  and  guardians  of  the  scholars.  The  whole  an- 
nual amount  of  the  school  expense  in  that  state,  is 
$1,126,482  45.  The  number  of  pupils  taught  with  this 
fund,  was  last  year  512,465,  at  an  annual  average  cost 
of  two  dollars  and  twenty-eight  cents  each. 

This  association  of  state  appropriations  and  taxes, 
succeeds  well  in  Ohio  likewise;  but  in  Connecticut, 
where  few  or  no  taxes  are  laid  for  schooling,and  where 
last  year  $85,000  were  expended  on  that  object,  out  of 
a  school  fund  of  {j^l, 950,000,  the  system  is  U  ss  perfect. 
Its  defects, which  -.ire  ascribablein  part  to  other  causes, 
are,  however,  gradually  disappearing,  and  means  are 
about  being  taken  to  create  a  rigid  inspection  of  the 
schools.  When  tlie  tax  existed,  the  school  was  better 
sustained,  and  the  parents  far  more  vigilant.  The  an- 
nual average  expense  in  Connecticut,  on  25,000  scho- 
lars, is  two  dollars  and  ciglity  cents.  All  the  other 
states  of  New  England, derive  nearly  the  whole  of  their 
funds  for  the  use  of  schools,  from  taxes. 

By  a  tabular  statement  of  the  colleges  in  Pennsylva- 
nia, the  number  of  students  is  placed  as  530,  as  fol- 
lows:. 

University,  Philadelphia  .  .        126 

Carlisle  .  •  ,  21 

Canonsburg-  .  .  •        167 

Washington  ...  47 

Meadville         .  .  .  .  6 

Alleghenytown  .  .  .53 

Easton  .  .  .  .40 

Uniontown  .  ,  .  70 

530  divided  into  1,347,672,  the  amount  of  our  popu- 
lation  will  give  about  one  college  taught  individual  to 
every  2540  inhabitants. 

We  do  not  possess  the  means  of  ascertaining  the  com- 
parison between  those  who  receive  common  schooling 
and  the  whole  population  of  the  state. 

As  to  the  mode  of  instruction,  it  is  the  opinion  ofdis- 
tinguished  individuals  of  experience  in  this  State,  that 
the  course  and  subjects  of  study,  ought  to  be  left  to  the 
discretion  of  the  district  school  officers  and  teachers. 
It  is  the  practice  in  New  York,  where  the  laws,  in  rela- 
tion to  these  matters,  are  silent.  Mr.  Roberts  Vaux  of 
Philadelphia,  has  given  very  valuable  information  on 
'  primary  schooling,  which  will  accompany  this  report. 
;'  He  recommends  likewise  the  plan  of  a  book,  to  be  com- 
I  posed  purposely  for  the  use  of  schools,  and  to  be  wide- 
'  ly  diffused  among  them,  with  a  motto,  which  the  illus- 
I  trious  Penn,  founder  of  our  state,  placed  on  the  seal  of 
I  the  first  and  only  literary  incorporation, granted  by  him, 
I  in  the  city  and  county  of  Pennsylvania,  about  150  years 
ago:  "Good instruction  is bttfer  than  riches."  Theforce, 
beauty  (and  truth)  of  the  sentiment,  says  that  gentle^ 
man,  has  lost  nothing  by  the  lapse  of  time,  nor  by  the 
experience  of  mankind. 

Your  committee  believe  that  a  book  which  shall  con- 
tain the  duty  of  a  child  or  adult,  towards  his  Creator, 
his  parents  and  teachers, and  when  arrived  to  manhood, 
his  political  and  social  duty,  as  voter,  juror,  arbitrator, 
&c.,  with  like  admonitory  instructions  to  females.might 
be  advantageously  recommended  and  circulated  by  the 
superintendent  of  schools.  This  would  contribute  to 
I  the  formation  of  good  morals,  and  add  to  the  instruc- 
'  tion  of  the  children.  Let  the  children  be  kept  constantly 
!  in  mind  of  the  necessity  of  self  control,  obedience  to 
parents,  and  wherever  else  obedience  is  due;  nor  should 
the  masters  or  mistresses  neglect  manners.  Early  at- 
tention to  manners,]ea.ds  to  a  betterdeportment  towards 
each  other,  in  periods  of  life  when  decorum  becomes  a 
matter  of  social  duty  and  civilization.  At  home  and 
abroad,  manners  perhaps  too  much  neglected  by  those 
who  have  the  care  of  the  rising  generation.w  ill  in  all  fu- 
ture intercourse  with  mankind,  be  highly  beneficial. 

In  concluding  these  remarks,your  committee  advert, 
with  very  great  pleasure,  to  the  spirit  and  zeal  for  uni- 
versal education, which  are  at  this  moment  animatin^^  hU 
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our  own  country,  and  many  parts  of  Europe.  Not  an 
address  is  sent  from  the  State  Executives,  to  their  Le- 
gislatures, without  an  exhortation  in  favour  of  this  im- 
portant object.  One  Governor  calls  the  establishment 
of  a  system  of  universal  education  "  a  master  stroke  of 
policy."  "If  people  would  value  it  as  they  ou^ht," 
says  the  distinguished  president  of  the  university  of 
Transylvania,  in  Kentucky,  "  instead  of  placing  it  low 
down  on  the  list  of  dispensables,  teachers  and  scholars 
would  press  forward  to  honour  and  profit  by  the  sys- 
tem; the  future  men  and  matrons  of  our  beloved  coun- 
try, would  take  their  stations  in  life, intellectually  fitted 
to  peiform,s'eadily,soberly,and  of  course  usefully,  their 
several  duties."  In  short,  all  depends  "upon  the  prev- 
alence of  an  enlightened  and  liberal  public  sentiment 
with  regard  to  the  value  of  education.  It  is,  if  the  peo- 
ple knew  it,  the  best  source  of  ivealth.  Knowledge  is 
uenlth,  as  well  as  power.  Intelligeiice  and  wealth  sus- 
tain to  each  other,  the  relation  of  cause  and  effect." 

For  this  reason  it  is,  that  many  of  the  royal  govern- 
ments of  Europe  are  taking  vast  pains  to  enlighten 
their  subjects.  England  is  engaged  in  maturing  a  ge 
neral  system.  Prussia  has  already  perfected  hers.  In 
that  kingdom,  in  the  year  1829,  there  were  twenty- 
eight  seminaries,  with  1500  pupils, intended  for  teachers, 
which  furnished  600  annually  besides  many  private 
seminaries  engaged  in  the  same  work.  The  whole  num- 
ber of  teachers  in  Prussia,  (or  a  population  of  thirteen 
millions,  is  22,000.  The  annual  demand  is  900.  By 
common  consent,  the  profession  of  teaching. is  allowed 
to  rank  there  with  the  liberal  professions. 

In  France,  general  education  has  been  resorted  to, 
for  the  purpose  of  suppressing  crime.  The  courts  of 
criminal  justice  of  that  country  tried,  in  the  year  1831, 
seven  thousand  six  hundred  and  four  cases,  out  of  which, 
four  thousand  six  hundred  could  neither  read  nor  write; 
two  thousand  and  forty-seven  possessed  a  very  imper- 
fect knowledge  of  reading  and  writing,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety  only, had  received  a  superior  education, 
out  of  whom,  sixty-nine  were  acquitted.  These  re- 
sults induced  the  French  government  to  establish  ele- 
mentary schools  in  every  cowm«ne,or  township,  through- 
out France. 

Considering,  then,  our  own  great  deficiency  in  Penn- 
sylvania, the  numerous  solicitations  from  our  fellow  citi- 
zens, and  the  bright  examples  set  us  both  in  America 
and  Europe,  your  cDmmittee  recommend,  with  great 
earnestness,  to  the  Legislature,  the  passage  of  the  bill 
now  reported,  or  some  other  of  a  character  suited  to 
the  subject;  so  that  this  session  may  not  close,  without 
enacting  a  law  which  shall  serve  as  a  beginning  to  a 
system  of  education,  that  may  from  year  to  year  be  in- 
creased, until  it  becomes  co-extensive  with  the  State, 
and  commensurate  to  the  wants  of  the  people. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


AN  ACT  TO  ESTABLISH  A  GENERAL  SYSTEM 

OF  EDUCATION  BY  COMMON  SCHOOLS. 

Whereas,  universal  education  would  operate  as  a  pow- 
erful check  upon  vice,  and  would  do  more  to  diminish 
the  black  catalogue  of  crimes  than  any  other  measure, 
whether  for  prevention  or  punishment:  And  whereas, 
it  is  enjoined  by  the  constitution,  as  a  solemn  duty,  which 
Cannot  be  neglected  without  a  disregard  of  the  moral 
and  political  safety  of  the  people:  And  whereas,  the 
fund  for  common  school  purposes,  under  the  act  of  the 
second  of  April  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
one,  will,  on  the  fourth  of  April  next,  amount  to  the  sum 
of  five  hundred  and  forty-six  thousand  five  hundred  and 
sixty -three  dollars  and  seventy  two  cents,  and  will  soon 
reach  the  sum  of  two  millions  of  dollars,  when  it  will 
produce  an  interest  of  o:;e  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
which,  by  said  act,  is  to  be  paid  for  the  support  of  com- 
mon schools:  And  whereas,  provision  should  be  made 
by  law  for  the  distribution  of  the  benefits  of  this  fund, 


to  the  people  of  the  respective  counties  of  the  Common- 
we:tlth:  Therefore, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  Ge- 
neral Assembly  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the 
authority  of  the  same: 

Section  1.  That  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia, 
and  ever}'  other  county  in  this  Commonwealth,  shall 
each  form  a  school  division;  and  that  every  ward,  town- 
ship or  borough,  within  the  several  school  divisions, 
shall  each  form  a  school  district,  each  of  which  shall 
cciutain  a  competent  number  of  common  schools  for  the 
education  of  every  child  within  the  limits  thereof,  who 
shall  apply,  by  his  or  her  parents  or  guardian,  for  ad- 
mission and  instruction. 

Section  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  sheriff  of  each 
county,  thirty  days  previous  to  the  election  of  supervi- 
sors in  the  respective  townships,  of  town  council  in  the 
respective  boroughs,  and  of  constables  in  the  respective 
cities  of  this  Con.monwealth,  to  give  notice  by  procla- 
mation, to  the  citizens  of  each  school  district,  to  hold 
elections  in  their  respective  townships,  wards  and  bo- 
roughs, at  the  places  where,  and  at  the  time  when,  they 
hold  their  elections  for  such  supervisors,  town  council 
and  constables,  to  choose  six  citizens  of  each  school  dis- 
trict, to  serve  as  school  directors  of  said  districts,  res- 
pectively; which  elections  shall  be  conducted  and  held 
by  the  same  persons,  and  in  the  same  manner  as  such 
elections  for  supervisors,  town  council  and  constables, 
are  by  law  held  and  conducted. 

Section  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  school  di- 
rectors, within  ten  days  after  the  period  of  their  first 
election,  to  meet  in  their  respective  school  districts, 
when  each  board  sh;dl  choose,  out  of  their  own  body,  a 
president  and  secretary,  and  a  delegate  to  the  joint  de- 
legate meeting  provided  for  in  the  following  section; 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  board,  on  the  day  of 
their  first  assembling  as  aforesaid,  to  divide  themselves 
into  '.hree  classes,  the  first  of  which  shall  serve  until  the 
next  election,  the  second  until  (he  second  election,  and 
the  third  until  the  third  election  following,  so  that  one- 
third  of  each  board  may  be  chosen  aimually;  and  if  any 
vacancy  shall  occur,  by  death  or  otherwise,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  board  in  which  such  vacancy  may  occur, 
to  fill  the  same,  who  shall  serve  as  a  school  commission- 
er until  the  next  election. 

Section  4.  On  the  first  Monday  in  May,  in  each  year, 
there  shall  be  held,  in  each  division,  a  joint  meeting  of 
the  county  commissioners  and  one  delegate  from  each 
board  of  school  directors  within  said  county  or  school 
division;  in  which,  it  shall  be  decided  whether  or  not  a 
tax  for  the  expenditure  of  each  district  be  levied;  and 
if  a  tax  be  authorized  by  a  majority  of  the  joint  meeting, 
it  shall  be  proportioned  among  the  several  districts,  ac- 
cording to  the  number  of  taxable  inhabitants  in  each 
district:  each  delegate  to  the  joint  meeting,  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive  one  dollar  per  day,  for  each  day's 
attendance  spent  by  him  in  travelling  to  and  from,  and 
attending  said  meeting;  to  be  paid  out  of  the  county 
treasury. 

Section  5.  The  appropriations  made  for  the  common 
schools,  by  the  joint  meeting,  shall  be  considered  part 
of  the  authorized  estimates  of  county  expenditures,  and 
shall  be  levied  and  collected  in  the  usual  manner:  Pro- 
vided, that  no  tax  shall  be  less  in  amount,  than  double 
the  funds  which  may  be  furnished,  as  hereinafter  direct- 
ed, out  of  the  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  in  aid  of 
common  schools,  organized  according  to  the  provisions 
of  this  act:  And  provided  further,  that  to  constitute  a 
joint  meeting,  at  least  two  of  the  county  commissioners 
and  a  majority  of  the  delegates  of  the  school  districts  in 
each  division  shall  be  required;  and  if  no  quorum  be 
present,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  them  to  hold  further  meet- 
ings until  one  is  obtained. 

Section  6.  If  it  shall  be  determined  by  such  delegate 
meeting,  that  no  appropriation  for  common  schools  shall 
be  made  by  a  tax  on  the  school  districts  of  the  division 
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or  county,  for  the  current  year,  the  said  division  or  coun- 
ty, for  that  year,  shall  receive  no  proportion  of  the 
school  fund  from  the  State,  for  that  year;  but  such  pro- 
portion ot  such  school  fund  as  woidd  have  gone  to  such 
division  or  county,  if  such  appropriation  liad  been  made, 
shall  g-o  and  be  appropriated  to  such  other  divisions  or 
counties  in  the  Commonwealth,  for  that  year,  in  the  ra- 
tio of  the  taxables  of  such  divisions  or  counties,  as  do  by 
such  delegate  meetings  determine  to  make  such  appro- 
priation; and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  county  commis- 
sioners of  each  county,  in  each  year  after  such  delegate 
meeting  may  have  been  held,  to  communicate  the  pro- 
ceedings thereof  to  the  general  superintendent:  Provi- 
ded, that  in  case  it  shall  have  been  determined,  by  any 
such  delegate  meeting,  that  no  appropriation  for  com- 
mon schools  should  be  made  for  the  current  year,  the 
acts  of  Assembly  to  provide  for  the  education  of  the  poor 
gratis  now  in  force,  shall  remain  in  force  in  such  divi- 
sion or  county,  for  the  current  year. 

Section  7. '  Within  twenty  days  after  such  joint  meet- 
ing of  the  delegates  as  aforesaid,  or  at  such  time  as  such 
joint  meeting  shall  fix  and  determine,  if  such  delegate 
meeting  shall  have  determined  to  make  an  appropria- 
tion as  aforesaid,  the  people  of  the  several  school  dis- 
tricts shall  assemble  in  their  respective  wards  or  districts, 
at  the  usual  place  of  holding  ward  or  township  elections, 
or  at  such  place  as  may  be  fixed  by  such  delegate  meet- 
ing; and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  delegate  meeting, 
to  give  due  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  holding  such 
meetings  of  the  people,  in  the  said  school  districts.  And 
the  people  of  said  districts,  when  so  assembled,  shall  be 
organized  by  appointing  a  chairman,  and  the  secretary 
of  the  board  of  d'rectors  of  the  proper  district  shall  be 
secretary  of  the  said  meeting,  and  shall  record  the  pro- 
ceedings of  such  meeting,  in  the  book  cf  minutes  of  the 
said  board;  or  in  his  absence,  that  duty  shall  be  perfor- 
med by  some  other  director  of  the  said  board,  It  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  board  of  directors,  to  communicate 
to  such  meeting,  such  matters  in  reference  to  the  com- 
mon school  of  the  district,  as  may  be  important,  which 
may  be  considered  by  such  meeting;  And  it  shall  be  in 
the  power  of  the  said  meeting  to  decide,  by  a  majority 
of  votes,  whether  they  will  raise  for  the  current  year  a 
Slim  in  addition  to  that  determined  on  by  the  delegate 
meeting  aforesaid,  to  be  applied  to  the  common  schools 
of  the  said  district;  and  if  such  meeting  shall  so  deter- 
mine to  raise  such  additional  sum,  it  sliall  be  the  duty  of 
the  secretary  to  certify  the  same  to  the  commissioners 
of  the  count}',  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  add  the  same  as 
an  increase  upon  the  assessment  or  tax  of  the  said  dis- 
trict, and  the  same  shall  be  collected  as  county  rates 
and  levies  are  by  law  collected. 

Section  8.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several  boards 
of  school  directors,  to  determine  the  number  of  schools 
to  be  opened  in  their  respective  districts;  to  cause  suita- 
ble buildings  to  be  erected,  purchased  or  hired,  for 
schools;  to  appoint  capable  teachers  at  liberal  sala- 
ries; to  admit  scholars;  to  have  the  general  superinten- 
dence of  the  schools  of  their  respective  districts;  to  pay 
the  necessary  expenses  incurred  thereby,  by  orders 
drawn  on  their  treasurer,  signed  by  the  president,  and 
countersigned  by  the  secretary  of  the  respective  boards. 
Provided,  that  no  school  director  shall  receive  any  emo- 
lument whatever,  for  his  services,  except  when  serving 
as  a  delegate,  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act; 
but  he  shall  be  exempted,  during  the  performance  of 
the  duties  of  said  ofHce,  from  militia  duty,  or  serving 
in  the  offices  of  constable,  supervisor,  or  overseer  of  the 
poor. 

Section  9.  Wliereas,  manual  labor  may  be  advanta- 
geously connected  with  intellectual  and  moral  instruc- 
tion, in  some  or  all  of  the  schools,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  school  directors  to  decide  whether  such  connection 
in  their  respective  districts  shall  take  place  or  not;  and 
if  decided  affirmatively,  they  shall  have  power  to  pur- 
chase materials  and  employ  artizans  for  the  instruction 
of  the  pupils  in  the  useful   branches  of  the  mechanic 


arts,  and  where  practicable,  in  agricultural  pursuits: 
Provided,  nevertheless,  that  no  such  connection  sliall 
take  place  in  any  common  school,  unless  four  out  of  the 
six  directors  of  the  district  shall  agree  thereto. 

Section  10.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  board  of  school 
directors,  by  two  or  more  ofthuir  number,  to  visit  every 
school  within  their  school  district;  atUastonce  in  every 
month,  and  cause  tlie  result  of  said  visit  to  be  entered 
in  the  minutes  of  the  board;  and  it  shall  be  their  further 
duty,  to  make  an  annual  and  full  report  to  the  district 
inspectors,  to  be  appointed  as  hereinafter  directed,  of 
the  tiituationof  each  school  in  their  district,  the  number 
of  scholars,  the  studies  pursued,  and  whether  in  connec- 
tion with  manual  labor,  the  number  of  months  in  the 
year  the  school  shall  have  been  opened,  the  expenses 
attending  each  school,  salary  of  the  teacher,  and  his 
or  her  qualifications  and  general  conduct,  together 
with  such  infoi'mation  as  may  be  beneficial  in  forming  a 
just  estimate  of  the  value  of  such  schools;  and  this  re- 
port to  the  said  inspectors,  shall  be  made  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  Octi)ber  in  each  )  ear. 

Section  11.  Annually  on  the  first  Monday  in  April, 
the  District  Court  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadel- 
phia, sliall  appointtwo  competent  citizens  of  each  school 
district  in  the  school  division,  composed  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia,  to  be  inspectors  of  the  public 
schools  therein;  and  a  similar  duly  shall  be  performed 
by  the  several  courts  of  Common  Pleas  in  this  Common- 
wealth, annually,  at  their  first  session  af.er  the  election 
of  school  directors  for  each  district  within  their  respec- 
tive counties  or  divisions. 

Section  12.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  school  inspect- 
ors to  visit  every  school  in  their  respective  districts,  at 
least  once  in  every  three  montiis,  and  as  much  oftciier 
as  they  may  think  proper,  to  inquire  into  the  moral 
character,  learning  and  ability  of  the  several  teachers 
employed  therein;  they  shall  have  power  to  examine  sny 
person  wishing  to  be  employed  as  a  teacher,  and  if  found 
qualified  and  of  good  moral  character,  shall  give  him  or 
her  a  certificate  to  that  effect,  naming  therein  the 
branches  which  he  or  she  is  found  qualified  to  teach, 
which  certificate  shall  be  valid  for  one  year  from  the 
date  thereof,  and  no  longer;  and  no  person  who  shall 
not  have  obtained  such  certificate,  shall  receive  from 
the  county  treasury  or  the  treasury  of  the  Common- 
wealth, any  compensation  for  his  or  her  services. 

Section  13.  The  inspectors  of  any  school  division  may 
meet  at  such  time  and  places  as  they  may  deem  expedi- 
ent, and  adopt  such  rules  for  the  examination  of  teach- 
ers and  schools,  and  prescribe  such  forms  for  certificates 
as  they  may  deem  necessary  to  produce  uniformity  in 
such  examin^ilions  and  certificates  throughout  tie  school 
division;  and  they  may,  if  they  deem  it  expedient,  ap- 
point days  for  the  public  examination  of  teachers,  and 
require  all  teachers  to  be  examined  in  public;  and  said 
inspectors,  or  any  one  of  them,  may  visit  all  district 
schools  in  their  school  divisions,  and  examine  the 
same. 

Section  14.  Whenever  the  inspectors  meet  together, 
as  they  are  empowered  by  the  preceding  section,  they 
shall  organize  themselves  for  the  proper  transaction  of 
business,  and  each  inspector  shall  be  governed  by  the 
rules  then  adopted  in  his  examinations,  and  observe 
such  firms,  in  his  certificates,  as  shall  be  prescribed  by 
the  majority  of  the  inspectorsof  the  school  division  thus 
assembled;  and  no  certificate  of  qualification  shall  be 
given  by  the  inspectors,  or  any  of  them,  to  any  teacher, 
unless  he  oi*^he  be  found  qualified  to  teach  reading, 
writing,  and  arithmetic. 

Section  15.  The  school  inspectors  shall  minutely  ex- 
amine into  the  state  and  condition  of  the  schools,  both  as 
respects  tiie  progress  of  the  scholars  in  learning,  and 
the  good  order  of  the  schools;  give  their  advice  to  the 
school  directors  as  to  the  government  thereof;  make  an 
annual  report  to  the  superintendent  of  the  public  sshoolj, 
on  or  before  the  first  Mondiiy  in  November,  of  the  situu< 
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tion  of  the  schools  in  their  respective  districts,  founded  newspapers  and  otherwise,  the  provision  of  this  section, 
on  their  own  observations;  and  the  report  of  ihe  reppec-  that  )oung  men  of  good  moral  character  may  make  ap- 
tive  school  directors,  to  include  the  cliaracter  of  the  I  plication  to  liim  lo  be  instructed  as  aforesaid, 
teachers;  the  number  of  scholars  admitted  during^  the  Section  19.  That  no  individual  thus  applying  shall  be 
year  in  the  several  schools  under  their  inspection;  the  |  admitted,  however,  unless  between  the  ages  of  sixteen 
branches  of  study  taught  in  each  school;  the  number  of  j  and  twentj'-one,  nor  remain  for  a  longer  period,  than 
months  in  the  year  during'  which  each  school  shall  have  j  two  entire  years;  and  every  pupil  receiving  instruction 
been  kept  open;  the  cost  of  school  houses,   either  for  I  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  required,    before  he   commences 


building,  renting  or  repairing,  and  all  other  costs  that 
may  have  been  incurred  in  maintaining  the  several 
schools  in  their  respective  districts;  and  also  shall  cause 
the  same  to  be  published  in  the  school  division,  at  the 
expense  of  the  respective  city  or  county. 

Section  16.  The  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth 
shall  be  superintendent  of  all  the  public  schools  estab- 
lished by  virtue  of  this  act,  and  he  shall  perform  the  fol- 
lowing duties: 

I.  Prepare  and  submit  an  annual  report  to  the  Legis- 
lature, containing  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the 
common  schools,  estimates  and  accounts  of  expenditures 
of  the  school  moneys,  plans  for  the  improvement  of  the 
common  school  system,  and  all  such  matters  relating  to 
his  office  of  superintendent,  and  to  the  concerns  of  the 
common  schools,  as  he  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  com- 
municate. 

IL  He  shall  prepare  suitable  blank  forms,  with  neces- 


his  studies,  to  engage  himself,  by  his  parent  or  guardi 
an,  to  perform  the  duty  of  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools 
of  this  Commonwealth,  for  the  term  of  two  years,  or  in 
default,  to  pay  to  the  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth, 
twice  the  amount  of  the  usual  college  expenses  for  in- 
struction, which  penalty  shall  be  sued  for  and  recover- 
ed from  the  parent  or  guardian  aforesaid. 

Section  20.  As  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  after 
their  appointment,  the  teachers  of  the  several  districts 
shall  meet  in  their  respective  school  divisions,  and  adopt 
a  uniform  course  of  study,  to  be  pursued  in  every  school 
in  the  division:  Provided,  that  no  course  shall  be  adopt- 
ed which  has  not  been  first  submitted  to  the  superin- 
tendent for  his  approbation,  and  shall  not  have  receiv- 
ed the  assent  of  a  majority  of  the  teachers  of  said  school 
division. 

Section  2L  thousand  dollars  are  appropriated 

this  year,  out  of  the  school  fund,  to  cover  the  expense 


sary  instructions  for  making  district  and  division  reports,  |  of  such  school  districts  as  may  be  immediately  organized. 


and  for  conducting  the  necessary  proceedings  under  his 
jurisdiction,  and  he  shall  cause  the  same,  together  with 
all  such  information  as  he  may  deem  necessary  for  the 
further  Improvement  of  the  schools,  to  be  transmitted 
to  the  several  boards  of  directors. 

III.fHe  shall  sign  all  orders  on  the  state  treasury,  for 
the  payment  of  moneys  into  the  county  scliool  funds; 
but  no  such  order  shall  be  drawn,  until  the  county  com 


and  the  cost  of  forming  teachers  as  herein  provided  for; 
and  the  sum  of  dollars  is  hereby  appropriated 

and  directed  to  be  paid  by  the  proper  officer,  out  of 
the  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  superintend- 
ent, when  he  shall  draw  his  warrant  therefor;  and  the 
said  school  fimd,  under  the  like  provisions  and  restric- 
tions, shall  be  chargeable  with  thousand  dollars 
for  the   year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-five,  which 


missioners  shall  have  furnished  him  with  a  certificate,  j  sum  shall  be  annually  thereafter  appropriated  and  paid 
which  they  are  hereby  required  to  do,  of  the  amount  of  as  aforesaid,  until  the  year  when  the  school  fund  shall 
school  tax  having  been  paid  into  the  county  treasury,  yield  an  interest  of  one  hundred  tliousand  dollars  anim- 
according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act.  _  I  ally,  when  that  sum  shall   be  distributed  in  each  year, 

IV.  If  any  controversy  shall  arise,  in  relation  to  the  j  amongst  the  school  divisions  created  by  the  adoption  of 
assessment  and  collection  of  taxes,  the  distribution  of  this  act,  in  manner  following:  The  superintendent  of 
public  money,  the  formation  of  districts,  or  any  other  common  schools  shall  give  notice,  in  at  least  one  public 
cause  connected  with  common  schools,  an  appeal  to  the  newspaper  in  every  school  division  within  this  Common- 
superintendent  shall  be  made,  who  is  hereby  authorized  wealth,  for  the  space  of  three  weeks,  of  the  sum  to 
to  settle  and  adjust  all  such  disputes,  without  cost  to  the  |  whicli  such  division  may  be  entitled,  having  reference 
parties;  and  all  money  reasonably  expended  by  him,  in  in  such  distribution  to  the  number  of  taxable  inhabitants 
this  and  other  matters  appertaining  to  the  execution  of  j  in  said  division,  and  these  funds  shall  be  again  distribu 
his  duty  as  superintendent,  shall  upon  due  proof,  be  j  ted  to  the  different  districts,  in  proportion  to  the  taxa- 
allowed  to  him  by  the  auditor  general,  and  paid  out  of  i  bles  of  said  district;  and  as  soon  as  practicable  thereaf- 


the  state  treasury 

Section  17.  That  the  county  commissioners  shall 
whenever  a  school  division  is  formed,  transmit  all  ac- 
counts audited  by  the  proper  officer,  to  the  superintend- 
ent, once  every  year,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  No- 
vember. 

Section  18.  That  the  superintendent  shall,  immedi- 
ately after  the  passage  of  this  act,  send  a  circular  letter 
to  the  colleges  and  principal  academies  of  this  Common- 
wealth, requesting  to  know  how  many  young  men  be- 
tween the  ages  of  sixteen  and  twenty,  can  be  Instructed 
at  each.  In  a  suitable  manner  for  becoming  teachers  of 
common  schools,  and  to  obtain  from  those  Institutions 
the  cost  of  such  instruction,  whether  connected  with 
manual  labor  or  otherwise;  from  among  which,  he  shall 
select  such  as  may  agree  to  form  twenty-five  or  more 
teachers  each,  in  two  years,  at  an  annual  expense  that 
shall  not  exceed  forty  dollars  per  annum,  for  each  stu- 
dent: Provided,   that  the    whole  cost   for  teaching  as  , ,,- ,..., ,  

aforesaid,  shall  not  in  any  one  year  exceed  eight  thou-  I  ditors  of  the  county  shall  audit,  settle  and  adjust, 


ter,  the  directors  of  said  school  fund  shall  cause  the  dis- 
tributive share  of  each  school  divisi(m  to  be  paid  to  the 
treasurer  thereof,  which  share  shall  be  apportioned 
amongst  the  rei^pective  districts  of  the  several  divisions, 
by  tliejoinf  meeting  thereof,  according  to  the  said  prin- 
ciple of  distribution  prescribed  for  the  superintendent. 

Section  22.  The  county  commissioners  of  each  coun- 
ty in  the  Commonwealth,  shall  have  power  to  take  and 
hold,  in  fee.  simple  or  otherwise,  any  estate,  real  or  per- 
sonal, which  shall  be  given  by  any  person  or  person.", 
or  bodies  corporate,  for  the  use  of  any  school  division 
or  district  within  the  said  county. 

Section  23.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  treasurer 
of  each  county,  for  the  time  being,  to  receive  all  the 
moneys,  from  whatever  sources  they  may  arise  or  be- 
come due,  that  are  to  be  applied  to  the  support  of  any 
school  or  schools  created  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act  within  said  county;  and  he  shall  keep  a  just  and  true 

account  of  all  his  receipts  and  payments,  which  the  aii- 
.....     j.j^^ 


sand  dollars,  which  sum  is  hereby  appropriated  annual- 
ly, for  two  years,  it  being  the  intention  of  the  Legisla- 
ture in  making  this  appropriation,  to  commence  a  plan 
that  may  lead  to  a  future  supply  of  suitable  teachers; 
and  the  superintendent  is  hereby  authorized  and  direct- 
ed to  fill  up  all  the  vacancies  in  all  the  colleges  of  this 
Commonwealth  that  are  bound  to  Instruct  yoimg  men 
gratis,  and  to  make  known  by  advertisements,  in  the 


manner  as  they  shall  audit,  settle  nnd  adjust  his  accounts, 
as  county  treasurer;  which  accounts,  so  audited,  shall 
be  transmitted  to  the  superintendent  of  coinmon  schools 
by  the  county  commissioners,  as  directed  by  this  act. 
And  the  said  treasurer's  accounts  shall  contain  a  true 
statement  of  all  moneys  received  during  the  year,  for 
the  use  of  any  school  or  schools  of  any  division  or  dis- 
trict of  his  county;  designating,  In  said  accounts,  from 
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what  sources  said  moneys  have  been  derived,  and  to  what 
uses  they  have  been  applied;  and  such  account  sl^all  be 
sworn  or  affirmed  lo  by  him. 

Seclion  24.  Kverv  board  of  school  directors  shidl  draw 
their  order  on  the  county  treasurer,  for  expenses  incur- 
red by  them,  to  the  order  of  the  person  or  persons  to 
whom  the  amount  may  be  due,  and  shall  plainly  desiff- 
nate  the  service  or  services  on  account  of  which  the  said 
order  is  drawn;  the  bond  of  said  treasurer  shall  be  for- 
feited, by  any  failure  to  comply  with  the  duties  enjoin- 
ed upon  him'by  this  act;  and  upon  settlement  of  the  ac- 
count of  such  treasurer,  if  any  balance  is  found  due  by 
him,  the  transcript  of  such  balance  may  be  filed  in  the 
court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  proper  county,  and  the 
same  shall  be  a  lien  upon  the  real  estate  of  sucii  ti'easur- 
er,  in  like  manner  as  balances  due  by  him  to  the  coun- 
ty and  Commonwealth,  are  made  liens  by  act  of  Assem- 
bly. 

Section  25.  So  much  of  any  act  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly as  is  hereby  altered  or  supplied,  is  hereby  repealed, 
except  the  act  and  its  supplements  now  in  operation  in 
the  city  and  county  of  Pliiladelphi,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
provide  for  the  education  of  children  at  the  public  ex- 
pense, within  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia," 
which  are  in  no  wise  to  be  considered  as  altered,  amend- 
ed or  repealed,  but  shall  be  concurrent  with  the  provi- 
sions of  this  act. 

(To  be  continued.) 


From  the  Philadelphia  Gazette. 
ANNUAL   REPORT   OF  THE    NORTHERN  DIS- 
PENSARY, FOR  1  HE  YEAR  1833. 
There  liave  been  under  the  care  of  the  Dispensary 
from  .laiiuary  1st,  to  December  31st,  1833,  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty  patients,  viz: 

Remaining  under  care  from  last  year,  10 

Admitted  since  that  time,  810 


ATHENJEUM.— iVjne^een/A  Annual  Report. 

The  Directors  of  the  Athenaeum,  in  compliance  with 
the  requisitions  of  the  Charter,  submit  to  the  Stock- 
holders a  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures, 
and  general  condition  of  the  Institution.for  the  past  year. 
It  appears  from  the  Treasurer's  accounts  herewith  pre- 
sented, that  the  amount  received  during  that  period  is 
three  thousand  and  seventy-eight  dollars,fifty  cents,  viz. 
From   413  Stockholders,  §1,652  00 

Arrears,  78  00 

78  subscribers  for  a  year  and  portiotis 

of  a  year,  526  00 

Transfers,  5  00 

Interest  on  Stock,  exclusive  of  Leh- 
man fund,  567  50 
Sale  of  ten  shares,  250  00 


820 


Of  whom  the  number  Cured  is  736 

Relieved,  30 

Irregular,  15 

Dead,  24 

Sent  to  Hospital,  4 

Remaining  under  care,  11 


RECEIPTS. 

Balance  in  the  Treasury  last  year,  §272  27 

Annual  Contribution,  216  00 

Life            do.              Abraham  Lower,  30  00 
Do.             do.              ThomasH.Yardley,M.D.  30  00 
Legacy  of  James  King                   $500  00 
Less  State  Tax  of  2^  per  cent.         12  50 

487  30 

Income  on  Wills'  Legacy,  302  07 

Interest  on  Bond  Stocks,  268  92 

Principal  of  do.,  sold  or  paid  off,  5,178  94 

Quarter's  rent  of  house,  27  50 

Fixtures  and  Medicines  sold  Apothecary,  21  83 

g6,835  03 

EXPENDITURES. 

Medicines  and  Apotiiecary's  Salary, 

Bleeiling,  Cupping  and  Leeching, 

Printing, 

Instruments  and  box, 

Sundries, 

Furniture, 

Real  Estate,  taxes  and  repairs. 

Collector's  commissions. 

Stock,  Lehigh  Loan, 

Balance  in  the  Treasury, 

g6.835  O; 
JOS.  S.  RILEY,  President. 
TaoMis  TiMMijfos,  Secretary. 


S3, 078  50 
The  disbursements  have  amounted  to  three  thousaud 
and  twenty  five  dollars  fifty-seven  cents,  viz: 
For  Books,  Magazines,  Foreign  Periodicals, 

and  English  Newspapers,  -  524  60 

For  American  Newspapers,  -  408  37 

Binding,  -  -  72  19 

Lights,  -  -  287  82 

Fuel,  -  -  66  00 

Postage,  -  -  128  45 

Furniture,  -  -  146  25 

Incidental  exp'es  and  wages  of  messengers,  190  49 
Rent,  -  -  475  00 

Librarian's  Salary,  -  600  00 

Commissions  on  collections,  125  40 

S3, 025  57 
The  amount  of  capital  invested  in  stocks  and  mort- 
gages is  twenty-two  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  dollais  twenty-one  cents.  Twelve  thousand  four 
hundred  and  fifty-three  dollars  and  forty-five  cents  of 
this  sum  is  the  present  amount  of  the  principal  and  in- 
terest of  the  legacy  of  the  late  William  Lehman,  ap- 
propriated specifically  by  the  terms  of  the  bequest, 
"for  the  construction  of  a  suitable  building"  for  this  in- 
stitution. 

The  accommodations  now  enjoyed  by  the  Athenjcum, 
though  in  many  respects  highly  desirable,  do  not  afford 
sufficient  room  for  its  increasing  Library,  nor  that  pro- 
tection from  fire,  which  the  Directors  feel  it  their  duty 
to  provide.  An  effort  has  lately  been  m.ide  to  induce 
the  literary  and  scientific  societies  to  unite  with  this  in- 
stitution in  the  construction  oi  a.  fire  proof  edifice,  for  the 
safe  keeping  of  their  valuable  libraries  and  cabinets, 
and  the  more  ample  convenience  of  their  stockholders 
and  visiters.  This  plan  has  been  received  with  appro- 
bation by  our  fellow  citizens,and  though  obstacles  have 
arisen  to  its  immediate  adoption,  it  is  yet  hoped  that  the 
publicity  given  to  it  may  lead  lo  its  completion  at  no  dis- 
tant day. 

Duringthe  last  year  a  valuable  addition  hasbeen  made 
to  the  Library  of  the  Atliensum  of  500  volumes,  be- 
queathed by  John  L.  Harris  of  Burlington,  New  Jersey. 

It  has  been  the  object  of  the  Directors  to  make  the 
Athenaeum  an  agreeable  resort  for  strangers  sojourning 
in  our  city.and  they  are  gratified  to  find  that  in  the  past 
twelve  months,  upwards  of  eleven  hundred  gentlemen 
have  been  introduced. 

In  conclusion  it  is  satisfactorj'  to  be  en.ibled  to  remark, 
that  this  establishment  has  been  eminently  instrumental 
in  thecultiv.ition  of  a  literary  taste  in  Phil.-\delphia,  and 
of  affording  the  means  for  the  indulgence  of  that  taste  in 
the  most  economical  and  substantial  manner.  These  are 
important  considerations,  especially  for  young  persons, 
who  are  thereby  induced  to  pass  their  evening  hours  of 
leisure  in  the  acquirement  of  valuable  knowledge  within 
the  walls  of  this  useful  Institution.  On  behalf  of  the 
Board  of  Directors.  ROBERTS  VAUX, 

CLE.MENT  C.  BIDDLE, 
WM.  M.  MEREDITH, 

Philada,  Jan.  29th,  1834.  Committee. 
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STATEMENT  OF  DEATHS,   WITH  THE   DISEASES    AND  AGES, 
In  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia,  from  the  1st  of  January,  1833,  to  the  1st  of  January,  1834. 
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0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0   0 
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6 

3 

5 

6 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1  1 
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7 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

8 

3 

0 

G 

1 
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1 

0 

1 

1 

c 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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0 
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41 

49 

41 

49 

57 
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0 

0 
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0 
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c 
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c 
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0 

0    0 
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0 

0 

27 

51 

35 
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f 

11 

J 
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1 

2 

2 

0 

0 

2 

3 

3 

c 
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8 

c 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

C 

C 

0 
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J 

c 

0 

0 

0 

c 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 
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1 

c 

0 

c 
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Q 

0 
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] 

c 

1 
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0 

c 

0 

0 

0 

c 

f 

c 
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( 

1 

1 

c 

0 

c 

0 

0 

c 

c 

c 

0  0' 

Old  Age 

It 

i     4~ 

c 

c 

0 

c 

0 

0 

0 

c 

c 

5 
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Ossification  of  the  Heart 

( 

( 

c 

c 

o;  c 

c 

0 

0 

c 

c 

0    0 
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c 

c 

0      0 

c 

c 

c 

c 

• 

c 

0    0 

0  0  1 
0  0  1 
0  0  40 
0  0  8 
0  0  3 
0  0  1 
0  0  1 
0  0  9 
0  0  3 
0    0        1 

Phlegmasia  Dolens 

C 

c 

c 

o!   c 

c 

c 

1    c 

( 

c 

c 

0   0 

Palsy 

1 

!     2S 

■ 

1 

0 

c 

] 

c 

1 

i 

5]  1 

7    5 

I'leurisy 

c 

1 

0 

c 

c 

c 

1 

c 

: 

( 

3!    S 

1    0 

Poisoned     . 

c 

o|   c 

0 

c 

0 

c 

c 

1 

- 

c 

0   0 

Perished  from  exposure 

] 

0     1 

c 

0 

0 

0 

1    c 

( 

c 

0   0 

Polypus  of  the  Nose 

c 

0     0 

a 

0 

c 

0 

i   c 

( 

0  0 

Rheumatism 

1      0 

0 

0 

] 

1 

c 

1      ^ 

c 

0    1 
n  n 

Rupture  of  Blood  vessel 

( 

0     0 

0 

0 

c 

0 

c 

3      ( 

Heart 

i 

1 

0,     0 

0 

0 

c 

0 

1 

0    c 

)    c 
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Sudden 

12 

11 

2 

5 

7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

3 

3 

1 

3 

1 

1 

0 
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Scrofula     . 

9 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Syphilis 

4 

3 

2 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

SuiciJe       . 

12 

6 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

8 

8 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Scalding 

1 

2 

1 

2 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Still-born   . 
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312 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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Small-Pox 

90 

66 

56 

52 

31 

15 

37 

14 

4 

7 

29 

13 

5 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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Scirrhus    . 

0 
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0 

0 
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0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 
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0 

0 

0 
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1 
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0 
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0 
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36 
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Vomiting 
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0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

^ 

0 

0 
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Whooping-Cough     . 

26 

27 

26 

27 

28 

10 

12 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

53 
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5 

2 

5 

0 

2 

2 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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0 
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2 

3 

1 

0 
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0 

0 

0 

7_9 

0 

_17 

0 

6 
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Total 

2412 

2028 

1261 



1084 

1337 

531 

534 

362 

185 

141 

Of  the  above  there  were  males  of  20  years  and  upwards,  1,151;  under  20  years,  1,261;  females  of  2U  years 
and  upwards  944;  under  20  years  1,084. 

There  were  406  returns  received  at  the  Health  office,  of  persons  who  died  in  the  Aims-House  of  the  City  and 
Districts  during  the  year;  478  People  of  Colour  are  included  in  the  total  number  of  deaths. 

Agreeable  to  returns  made  at  the  Health  Office  and  collected  from  157  Practitioners  of  Midwifery,  there  have 
been  born  in  the  City  and  Liberties,  from  the  1st  of  January,  1833,  to  the  1st  of  January,  1834,  3,840  males,  and 
3,802  female  children,  making  the  total  number  of  births  7,642,  leaving  a  difference  between  the  birihs  and 
deaths  of  3,202. 


DEATHS  IN    EACH    MONTH    OF    THE    ABOVE 
PERIOD. 

Total. 

395 
.       320 

366 
.       323 

357 
.      350 

586 
.      402 

347 
,      360 

315 
.     319 

2099  2341  4440 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Health 

WM.  A.  MARTIN,  Clerk. 
Health  Office,  Philad.  Jan.  1st,  1834. 


Adults. 

Children 

January    . 

203 

192 

February 

.       152     . 

168     . 

March      . 

180 

186 

April 

175    . 

148    . 

May 

178 

179 

June 

141     . 

209 

July 

224 

362 

August 

.       162    . 

240 

September  . 

167 

180 

October 

199    . 

161 

November  . 

166 

149 

December 

.      152    . 

167 

BIRTHS  IN  EACH    MONTH. 


Males. 

Females, 

Total, 

January     . 

357       . 

323 

.     680 

February 

.     331 

.     328 

659 

March 

354       . 

332         . 

.     686 

April 

.     272 

.     293 

565 

May 

262      . 

305 

.     567 

June 

.     285 

.     284 

569 

July 

•      303      . 

283 

.     586 

August 

.    361 

.     330 

691 

September  . 

346      . 

352 

.     698 

October 

.     349 

.     312 

661 

November     . 

306     . 

300 

.     606 

December 

,     314 

.     360 

674 

3840 


3802 


7642 


For  tables  showing  the  births  in  each  month  for  ten 
years,  as  also  some  curious  facts  and  calculations  on  this 
subject,  see  a  paper  entitled  "  Medical  Statistics,"  by^ 
Governeur  Emerson  M.  D.  published  in  the  American 
Journal  of  Medical  Sciences  for  November  1831. 
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DOCUMENTS   RELATING    TO    THE    REMOVAL 
OF    THE  DEPOSITS. 

(Continued  from  page  91.) 

Appendix  to  ihe  Report  of  the  Government  Directors. 

C. 

TnEAsonT  Dr.rinTJiENT,  > 
September  26,  1833.  5 
Sir:  Believing'  that  the  public  interest  requires  that 
the  B.mk  of  the  United  St.ates  should  cease  to  be  the 
depository  of  the  money  of  tlie  United  States,  I  have 
determined  to  use  the  State  banks  as  ]<laces  of  deposit, 
and  have  selected  for  that  purpose  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, the  Girard  bank. 

You  will  therefore  present  the  enclosed  draught  of  a 
contrp-ct  to  that  bank,  and  upon  tlie  execution  of  the 
contract  you  will  forward  it  to  this  department.  You 
■will  ask  the  aid  of  the  District  Attorney  of  the  United 
States,  who  will  see  that  the  contract  is  executed  in 
due  form,  under  the  corporate  seal.  The  contract  be- 
ing executed,  you  will  then  deposit  all  of  the  public  mo- 
ney which  iin:iy  come  to  yonr  hands  after  the  thirtieth 
day  of  this  present  month  of  September,  in  the  bank 
above  mentioned,  until  the  further  order  of  this  depart- 
ment. You  will  also  deposit  in  the  said  bank  for  col- 
lection all  the  bonds  which  may  hereafter  be  taken  for 
the  payment  of  duties.  You  will  also  call  on  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  at  Philadelphia,  and  receive  from 
it  all  bonds  heretofore  given  to  the  United  States, which 
are  payable  on  or  after  the  first  day  of  October  next, 
and  deposit  them  for  collection  in  the  aforesaid  State 
bank.  I  send  you  herewith  an  order  on  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  for  that  purpose. 

When  the  contract  shall  have  been  executed  by  the 
State  bank,  you  will  forward  the  enclosed  letters  to  the 
Collectors  at  Bridgetown,  Burlington,  Great  Egg  Har- 
bor, Little  Egg  Harbor,  who  have  heretofore  deposited 
the  monev  received  by  them  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States. 

You  will  continue  to  deposit  as  usual  in  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  until  the  30th  of  this  present  month 
of  September,  inclusive. 

You  will  keep  a  copy  of  the  contract  executed  by  the 
hank,  and  from  time  to  time  advise  this  department  of 
any  thing-  you  m.ay  deem  material  to  the  public  interest, 
connected  with  the  change  of  the  deposits. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

R,  B.  TANEY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
To  James  N.  BAiiKEn,  Esq. 

Collector,  Philadelphia. 


TnEAsuRT  Depaiitment,  7 
September  26,1833.      5 

Sir:  The  Girard  bank  has  been  selected  by  this  de- 
partment as  the  depository  of  the  public  money  collect- 
'ed  in  Philadelphia  and  its  vicinity,  and  the  Collector  at 
Philadelphia  will  hand  you  the  form  of  a  contract  pro- 
posed to  be  executed,  with  a  copy  of  his  instructions 
from  this  department. 

In  selecting  your  institution  as  one  of  the  fiscal  agents 
of  the  Government,  I  not  only  rely  on  its  solidit}'  and 
established  character,  as  affording  a  sufficient  guaranty 
for  Ihe  safety  of  the  public  money  entrusted  to  its  keep- 
ing, but  I  confide,  also,  in  its  disposition  to  adopt  the 
most  liberal  course  which  cii-ciimsianct  s  will  admit  to- 
wards otlier  moneyed  institutions  generally,  and  par- 
ticularly totho,e  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

The  deposits  of  tlie  public  money  will  enable  you  to 
afford  incrcas-d  facilities  to  commerce,  and  to  extend 
youraccommodaiion  to  individuals.  And  as  the  duties 
which  are  payable  to  the  Government  arise  from  the 
business  and  enterprise  of  the  merchants  engaged  in  fo- 
reign trade.it  is  bu'  reasonable  that  they  should  be  pre- 
ferred, in  the  addition;il  accommodation  which  the 
public  deposits   will   enable   your  institution  to  give, 


whenever  it  can  be  done  without  injustice  to  the  claims 
of  other  classes  of  the  community. 
I  am,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  TANEY, 
Secretarv  of  the  Treasury. 
To  the  PiiEsiDENT  of  the  Girard  Bank, 

Philadelphia. 

E. 

TnEASUiiT  Depahtment,  7 
September  26,  1833.      5 
Sir:  You  will  deliver  to  the  Collector  at  Philadelphia 
all  bonds  to  the  United  Slates,  p.ayable  on  or  after  the 
1st  d.ay  of  October  next,  which  may  be  in  your  posses- 
sion, on  the  receipt  of  this  order. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  TANEY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
N.  BiDDLE,  Esq.  President  Bank  U.  S., 

Philadelphia. 

Collector's  Opfice,  7 
Philadelphia,  Sept.  28,  1833.      3 
Sir:  I  h.^d  the  honor  to  receive,    last  evening,  your 
communication  dated  the  26th  instant, in  relation  to  the 
deposit  of  the  public  money  and  bon.ds  for  collection  in 
this  district,  together  with  its  several  enclosures. 

Agreeably  to  your  direction,  I  this  morning  present- 
ed to  the  President  of  the  Girard  bank  the  letter  ad- 
dressed to  him,  with  the  draught  of  the  contract,  and  a 
copy  of  the  instructions  received  by  me.  The  Board  of 
Directors  was,  in  consequence,  convened  at  12  o'clock; 
but,  owing  to  the  absence  of  some  of  the  members,and 
the  desire  to  have  a  full  board,  it  adjourned  to  meet  at 
half  past  5  o'clock  this  evening;  at  that  hour  a  full  at- 
tendance of  the  Board  took  place,  and  the  terms  pro- 
posed were  unanimously  agreed  to.  I  have,  therefore, 
the  honor  to  transmit  the  conti-act,  executed  in  due 
form,  after  being  submitted  to  the  Attorney  of  the- 
United  States. 

The  late  hour  at  which  the  instrument  was  complet- 
ed, has  made  it  necessary  to  postpone  the  execution  of 
the  remaining  part  of  your  instructions  until  Monday, 
when  I  shall  proceed  to  withdraw  the  bonds  deposited 
for  collection,  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
place  them  in  the  Girard  Bank. 

The  letters  to  the  Collectors  at  Bridgetown,  Burling- 
ton, Great  Egg  Harbor,  and  Little  Egg  Harbor,  receiv- 
ed with  your  communication,  have  been  forwarded 
agreeably  to  your  direction. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  N.  BARKEU,  Collector. 
The  Hon.  R.  B.  Tawet, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Memorandum  of  an  agreement  made  and  entered  into 
this  twenty-eight  day  of  September,    in  the  year  of 
our   Lord  one   thousand   eight   hundred  and  thirty- 
three,  between  "the  Girard  B  .nk,  in  the  city  of  Phil- 
adelphia," and  the  United  States  of  America. 
1st.  The  said  bank  agrees  to  recei\  e,  and  enter  to 
the  credit  of  the   'I'reasurer   of  the  United  States,    all 
sums  of  money  offered  to  be  deposited   on   account   of 
the  United  States  whether  offered  in  gold  or  silver  coin, 
'n  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  or  branches, 
n  notes  of  any  bank  which  arc  convertible  into  coin,  in 
its  immcdi;ite  vicinity,or  in  the  notes  of  any  bank,  which 
is  for  the  time  being  in  the  habit  of  receiving. 
2d.   If  the  deposit  in  said  bank  shall  exceed  one-half 
of  its  capital  stock  actually  paid  in,  it  is  agreed  that  col. 
lateral  security,   satisfactory  to  the  Secretary   of  the 
Treasury,  shall  be  given  for  its  safe  keeping  and  faitl^ 
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ful  disbursement:  Provided,  That  if  the  said  Secretary 
shall  at  any  time  deem  it  necessary, the  said  bank  agrees 
to  give  collateral  security  when  the  deposit  shall  not 
equal  one-half  the  capital. 

3d.  The  said  bank  agrees  to  make  weekly  returns  of 
its  eTitire  condition  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  of  the  slate 
of  his  accounts,  and  submit  its  books  and  transactions  to 
a  critical  examination  by  the  Secretary,  or  any  agent 
duly  authorized  by  him,   whenever  he  shall  require  it. 

'i'his  examination  may  extend  to  all  the  books  and 
accounts,  to  the  cash  on  hand,  and  to  all  the  acts  and 
concerns  of  the  bank,  except  the  current  accounts  of 
individuals;  or,  as  far  as  is  admissible,  without  a  viola- 
tion of  the  bank  charter. 

4ih.  The  said  bank  agrees  to  pay,  out  of  the  deposit 
on  hand,  all  warrants  or  draughts  which  may  be  drawn 
upon  it  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
transfer  any  portion  of  that  deposit  to  any  other  bank 
or  banks  employed  by  the  Government  within  the 
United  States,  whenevei  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
may  require  it,  without  charge  to  the  Government  for 
transportation  or  difference  of  exchange,  commission, 
or  any  thing  else  whatsoever;  but  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  give  reasonable  notice  of  the  time  when 
such  transfer  will  be  required. 

5th.  The  said  bank  agrees  to  render  to  the  Govern- 
ment, whenever  required  by  the  proper  authority,  all 
or  an)'  portion  of  the  services  now  performed  by  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  wliich  might  be  lawfully 
required  of  it  in  the  vicinity  of  said  contracting  bank, 

6th.  If  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  think  pro- 
per to  employ  an  agent,  or  agents,  to  examine  and  re- 
port upon  the  accounts  and  condition  of  the  banks  in 
the  service  of  the  Government,or  any  of  them,  the  said 
bank  agrees  to  pay  an  equitable  proportion  of  his  or 
their  expenses  and  compensation,  according  to  such 
apportionments  as  may  be  made  by  the  said  Secretary. 

7th,  Whenever  required  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  the  said  bank  agrees  to  furnish  with  all  con- 
venient despatch  bills  of  exchange  on  London,  payable 
at  such  sight  as  may  be  required,  at  the  usual  market 
price  for  the  time  being,  without  commission,  or  ad- 
vance for  the  profit  of  said  bank,  or  any  charge  what- 
sover  beyond  the  actual  cost,  the  payment  of  said  bills 
to  be  guarantied  by  said  bank. 

8th.  It  is  agreed  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
may  discharge  the  said  bank  fiom  the  service  of  the 
Government,  whenever,  in  his  opinion  the  public  in- 
terest may  require  it. 

In  witnei-s  whereof,  the  said  Glrard  bank,  in  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  has  caused  to  be  affixed  i'.s  corporate 
seal,  attested  by  the  signatures  of  its  President  and 
Cashier,  on  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

JAS.  SCHOl'T,  President. 
[t.  8.]  WM.  D.  LEWIS,  Cashier. 


GinAni)  Rank,  7 
Philadelphia,  September  28,  1833.      3 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  favor  of  tiie  26ih  instant,  informing  me  that  3'ou 
had  selected  this  bank  "as  the  depository  of  the  public 
money  collected  in  Philadelphia  and  its  vicinity,  and 
that  the  Collector  would  hand  me  the  form  of  a  contract 
proposed  to  be  executed,  with  a  copy  of  his  instruc- 
tions from  your  department. 

The  documents  alluded  to  were  accordingly  furnish- 
ed me  this  morning,  and  the  contract  has  been  duly 
executed  on  behalf  of  this  bank,  by  order  of  the  Board 
of  Directors.  It  will  doubtless  reach  you,  through  the 
medium  of  Major  Barker,  by  the  mail  which  conveys 
this. 

In  making  the  present  announcement,  I  take  occa- 
sion to  express  the  high  sense  entertained  by  the  di- 
rectors of  this  institution  of  the  honor  conferred  upon 


it  by  so  distinguished  a  mark  of  your  confidence,  and 
to  tender  you  the  assurance  that  the  duties  we  are 
about  to  undertake,    will  be  performed  faithfully,  and 
according  to  our  best  ability  and  judgment, 
I  remain,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

.IAS.  SCHOTT,  President, 
Honourable  R.  B.  Taney, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Washington. 
(To  be  continued.) 


DANVILLE  AND  POT  ISVILLE  RAIL-ROAD. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Inland  Navigation  and  In- 
ternal Improvement,  Relative  to  the  Danville  and 
Pottsville  Rail-road. — By  Mr.  Keating.  Read  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  Jan  29,  1834. 

The  committee  on  inland  navig.ation  and  internal  im" 
provement,  to  whom  were  referred  memorials  from  the 
board  of  Managers  of  the  Danville  and  Pottsvile  rail- 
road company,  and  from  a  large  number  of  citizens  of 
NorlhumberlanJ,  Schuylkill  and  other  counties, praying 
for  aid  on  the  part  of  the  State  to  the  said  road, 

REPORT, 

That  in  order  fully  to  appreciate  the  claims  of  the 
company  upon  the  State,  for  assistance  in  their  opera- 
tions, it  becomes  necessary  to  enquire  into  the  objects 
cf  the  work,  the  difficulties  to  be  encountered,  the  pro- 
gress that  has  been  made,  and  the  benefits  which  the 
State  at  large  may  derive  from  its  completion. 

The  object  of  the  road  appears  to  be  to  add  another 
connexion  to  those  now  completed  or  in  progress  be- 
tween the  waters  of  the  Schuylkill  and  those  of  the 
Susquehanna — between  the  interior  and  the  seabo.ard — 
between  the  inland  counties  of  Pennsylvania  and  its 
great  commercial  metropolis.  If  your  committee  have 
rightly  understood  the  objects  of  internal  improvements, 
they  consist  first  in  facilitating  the  navigation  of  our 
streams,  and  assisting  the  descent  of  produce  down  our 
great  vallies,  and  secondly  in  connecting  the  inhabitants 
of  remote  vallies  by  transverse  lines,  passing  from  one 
stream  to  another.  Of  these,  the  first  are  the  easiest 
achieved;  the  course  of  trade  will  natur.ally  effect  them; 
as  soon  as  the  accumulation  of  produce  becomes  suffi- 
ciently great,  it  will  (unaided  by  any  extraneous  pow- 
er) break  down  all  obstructions,  and  open  its  way  to 
market.  But  the  accomplishment  of  the  transverse 
lines  is  of  a  different  character.  The  gravity  of  the 
trade,  may  be  considered  as  opposing  rather  than  facili- 
tating their  execution.  Its  tendency  being  to  float 
down  stream,  it  requires  extra  aid  and  assistance  to  di- 
vert it  from  its  natural  channels,  and  to  carry  it  across 
from  one  valley  to  another,  if  such  an  object  be  deem- 
ed desir.able. 

That  this  result  is  important,  in  a  country  of  large 
extent  like  the  United  States,  and  that  it  is  highly  de- 
sirable in  a  State  situated  as  is  Pennsylvania,  are  pro- 
positions which  your  committee  deem  too  plain  to  re- 
quire proof.  If  these  facilities  be  not  given,  reason 
teaches  and  experience  proves,  that  while  the  trade  of 
the  northwestern  counties  of  this  State  will  tend  to  the 
lakes,  and  thence  pass  to  the  Atlantic  by  northern 
channels,  the  productions  of  the  Allegheny  and  the 
Monongahela,  with  tiieir  several  tributaries,  will  float 
thousands  of  miles  down  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi  to 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  at  less  expense  than  is  required  to 
carry  them  a  few  hundred  miles  across  to  the  waters  of 
the  Atlantic.  In  like  manner,  the  produce  of  the  Bus- 
quehanna  tends  to  tlie  Chesapeake,  wltli  greater  force 
than  to  the  Delaware,  though  the  tongue  of  land  be- 
tween the  two  vallies  be  but  of  very  moderate  width. — 
Such  transverse  lines  may  be  considered  as  the  great 
braces  which  bind  together  the  distant  paris  of  the  Slate. 
They  serve  to  connect,  by  the  strong  ties  of  mutual  in- 
terest and  frequent  intercourse,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
difiere  at  vallies  of  Pennsylvania,  and  to  induce  them  to 
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carry  to  the  Delaware  the  productions  which  would 
otherwise  seek  a  miirket  in  Quebec,  New  York,  Balti- 
more, or  New  Orleans.  'I'he  fostering  of  this  commer- 
cial and  social  connexion  is,  in  the  opinion  of  your 
committee,  one  of  the  first  duties  of  the  State;  and  if 
judiciously  executed,  it  can  scarcely  be  carried  too  far. 
From  the  earliest  days  of  our  republic,  it  has  engaged 
the  attention  of  our  statesmen.  It  should  never  be  lost 
sight  of,  until  the  wliole  trade  of  our  northern  and  west- 
ern counties  shall  be  made  to  flow  to  the  southeast, 
until  the  produce  of  Lake  Erie  and  of  the  Allegheny 
shall  be  fully  conducted  into  the  valley  of  the  Susque- 
hanna, and  from  the  latter  into  that  of  the  Delaware. 

Where  nature  has  refused,  or  stinted  the  means  of 
making' or  supplying  canals,  art  and  science  have  pro- 
vided measures  of  nearly  equal,  if  not  (as  some  sup- 
pose,) ot  superior  advant.age,  by  means  of  railroads. 

The  connexion  of  the  Susquehanna  with  the  Schuyl- 
kill, was  contemplated  at  an  early  period;  and  the  com 
mencement  of  a  work  to  effect  it  so  early  as  '93,  is  one 
of  the  striking  evidences  of  the  great  importance  which 
the  generation  that  preceded  us,  ascribed  to  this  con- 
nexion. At  that  time,  rail  roads  were  (for  all  practical 
purposes  of  trade,)  unknown  and  untiiought  of;  and 
hence  the  connexion  of  the  valley  of  the  Susque- 
hanna, at  or  near  the  point  of  junction  of  its  two  great 
branches  with  the  valley  of  the  Schuylkill,  was  not 
contemplated.  But  from  the  moment  that  rail  roads 
were  first  suggested  as  substitutes  for  canals,  and  long 
before  their  merits  were  generally  understood,  a  few- 
bold  and  original  minds  immediately  pointed  out  the 
immense  advantages  which  they  were  likely  to  produce 
to  the  whole  world,  but  chiefly  to  the  United  States, 
and  perhaps  to  none  of  the  States  more  than  to  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Among  these  men,  of  mind  suflficiently  enlarged  to 
grasp  at  new  and  yet  undeveloped  schemes,  was  the 
late  Gen.  Daniel  Montgomery,  who  at  once  perceived 
the  advantages  of  such  an  improvement  to  the  section 
of  country  in  which  he  lived,  and  who,  having  once 
seen  it,  spared  no  effort  to  eflect  its  accomplislmient. 
From  that  moment,  to  the  last  period  of  his  valuable  ex- 
istence, the  best  energies  of  his  mind  were  uninterrupt- 
edly devoted  to  it. 

With  this  view,  he  was  active  in  obtaining  from  the 
Legislature,  in  182S,  directions  to  the  canal  commis- 
sioners "to  cause  to  be  m.ade  surveys,  examinations  and 
estimates  from  some  point  on  the  Schuylkill  canal  to  a 
point  or  points  on  the  Susquehanna  river,  between  Cat- 
tawissa  and  SuTibury,"  with  a  view  to  facilitate  the  for- 
mation of  a  company,  for  the  incorporation  of  which, 
he  had  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  law  of  April  8th, 
1826.  Those  surveys  were  made  in  182S,  by  Moncure 
Robinson,  Esq.,  an  engineer  well  known  to  all,  as  hav- 
ing received  repeated  evidences  of  the  confidence  of 
the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania. 

At  that  time,  it  was  believed  that  the  efforts  of  a  pri- 
vate corporation,  unassisted  by  public  funds,  would  suf- 
fice to  effect  the  desired  object:  with  this  view,  the 
matter  was  no  further  pressed  upon  the  Legislature,and 
private  capital  was  sought  to  accomplish  this  great  pub- 
lic improvement.  In  183),  the  company  went  into 
operation.  The  largest  contributor  to  it'was  the  late 
Stephen  Girard;  a  man  whose  powerful  and  enterpriz- 
ing  spirit  was  such,  as  fully  to  estimate  the  value  of 
such  a  scheme.  After  carefully  enquiring  into  its  merit?, 
and  wei.ghing  them  with  his  usual  deliberation,  he  be- 
came a  large  stockholder  in  the  company ;  having,  no 
doubt,  in  view  at  the  time,  to  drive  on  the  work  with 
his  accustomed  perseverance,  until  it  should  reach  the 
valuable  landed  property  which  he  had  recently  acquir- 
ed in  Schuylkill  county.  How  far  he  would  have  gone 
beyond  this  point,  if  he  had  lived,  it  is  impossible  to  as- 
certain, and  therefore  unnecessary  to  enquire.  But  the 
spirit  which  influenced  the  actions  of  this  keen-sighted 
capitalist,  to  leave  no  part  of  his  valuable  estate  unim- 


proved, and  to  cause  the  whole  of  it  to  pour  its  produc- 
tions into  the  great  reservoir  of  his  wealth  in  Philadel- 
phia, should  induce  the  State  to  promote,  in  like  man- 
ner, a  scheme  which  is  greatly  to  advance  the  value  of 
its  property. 

Your  committee  have  not  viewed  it  as  a  mere  ques- 
tion of  investment,  to  determine  what  per  centage  it 
would  yield  upon  the  capital  em.b.arked  in  it.  The 
State  has,  we  apprehend,  other  and  greater  interests  at 
stake,  and  derives  other  and  more  valuable  benefits 
from  such  works, than  the  mere  dividend  to  be  obtained 
from  them. 

An  inspection  of  the  maps  of  New  York  and  Penn- 
sylvania, must  satisfy  us  that  all  the  trade  of  the  south- 
ern part  of  the  State,  of  all  that  lies  south  of  Seneca 
lake,  will  find  a  nearer  and  better  market  in  Philadel- 
phia, than  in  the  city  of  New  York;  provided  the  means 
of  communication  are  opened. 

The  nearest  route  is  undoubtedly  down  the  valley 
of  the  Schuylkill,  and  all  that  is  requisite  is  a  short  and 
direct  communication  from  the  Susquehanna  to  the  head 
waters  of  the  Schuylkill.  None  such  is  now  opened, 
at  a  higher  point  than  Middletown  and  Reading;  and  it 
cannot  be  denied  that  it  is  the  interest  of  the  State,  that 
a  higher  communication  should  be  made.  Looking  at 
the  immense  trade  which  must  eventually  be  carried  on 
between  the  v.alleys  of  the  Susquehanna  and  Schuylkill, 
the  committee  are  of  opinion  tiiat  too  many  lines  of 
communication  cannot  be  opened,  and  that  the  trade 
will  increase  in  the  ratio  of  the  number  of  avenues  that 
are  opened  for  it. 

The  works  of  the  company  have  been  driven  with  the 
highest  intelligence  and  activity.  The  route  was  lo- 
cated by  their  engineer,  Mr.  Robinson,  on  or  near  the 
line  of  Lis  original  surveys.  A  considerable  portion  of 
it  is  now  completed,  and  in  full  operation.  This  includes 
no  less  than  six  Inclined  pl.anes,  of  an  unusually  bold 
construction,  a  tunnel  of  great  beauty,  and  a  line  of 
road  surpassed  by  none  in  the  world,  for  the  wildness 
of  the  country  in  which  it  was  executed,  and  for  the 
difficulties  which  have  been  successfully  overcome.  The 
road  is  now  completed  as  far  as  Girardville,  and  an  ex- 
tensive coal  business  will  be  carried  on  upon  it,  next 
season.  By  this  work,  the  great  coal  region  beyond 
the  Broad  Mountain  (which  until  now  was  inaccessible) 
is  connected  with  the  improvements  on  the  Schuylkill. 
The  question  presents  itself,  whether  this  fine  work  is 
to  remain  unfinished,  cr  to  be  continued  until  it  shall 
reach  the  waters  of  the  Susquehanna.  The  importance 
of  this  line  having  been  made  manifest,  by  the  surveys 
executed  under  the  sanction  of  the  State;  by  the  for- 
mation of  a  private  company  to  achieve  the  proposed 
object;  by  their  zealous  attempts  to  accomplish  it,  and 
by  the  signal  success  that  has  hitherto  attended  their 
operations;  it  would  seem  to  be  the  duty  of  the  State, 
to  lend  its  assistance  to  forward  the  completion  of  the 
road. 

In  presenting  these  views,  the  Committee  are  influ- 
enced by  a  due  regard  for  the  interests  of  the  State,and 
for  the  merits  of  the  company;  whose  means  to  finish 
it  are  evidently  inadequ.ate. 

By  the  completion  of  this  road  to  the  waters  of  the 
Susquehanna,  the  great  coal  regions  on  the  Shamokia 
and  .Mahoiioy  will  find  an  outlet  for  their  produce,  which 
will  considerably  increase  the  tolls  on  the  Susquehanna 
divisionof  the  Pennsylvania  canal;  upon  which  it  must 
descend,  from  Danville  or  Sunbury,  on  its  way  to  tide 
water;  contributing,  in  its  passage,  to  the  supply  of 
the  thriving  country  along  the  valley. 

The  aid  granted  by  the  State  to  the  Union  canal 
comp^tny,  and  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal 
company,  places  the  claims  of  the  Danville  and  Potts- 
ville  company,  for  relief,  on  a  strong  foundation,  and 
would  perhaps  justify  an  application  for  a  large  appro- 
priation. But  as  their  object  may,  it  is  hoped,  be  ac- 
complished without  such  a  contribution,  the  committee 
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have  prepared  a  bill,  merely  pledging'  the  faith  of  the 
State  for  the  pa3'ment,  for  a  term  of  years,  of  the  inte- 
rest upon  such  stock  (to  the  amount  of  say  two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars)  as  may  be  hereafter  subscribed; 
which  pledge  will  onl}'  operate  against  the  State,  when 
the  revenues  of  the  company  are  inadequate  to  the 
payment  of  said  interest. 

In  whatever  light  we  consider  tliis  work,  either  as  one 
calculated  to  benefit  the  counties  of  Columbia  and 
Schuylkilli  as  the  feeder  of  a  great  accession  to  the 
trade  on  the  Schuylkill  and  Susquehanna  canals;  as 
tending  to  developethe  mineral  resources  of  Pennsyl- 
vania; or,  finally,  as  a  link  in  the  great  chain  that  must 
bind  together  the  northern  and  southern  sections  of  the 
States  it  commends  itself  to  the  particular  attention  of 
the  Legislature. 

With  these  views,  the  committee  report  a  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  granting  aid  to  the  Danville  and  Pottsville 
rail-road." 


County  Commissioners'  Office, 

November  26,  1S33. 
To  Commodore  James  Barron,  U.  S,  Navy: 

Dear  Sir, — We,  the  undersigned,  Commissioners  of 
the  county  of  Philadelphia,  take  great  pleasure  in  mak- 
ing known  to  you,  the  invaluable  aid  we  received  during 
the  late  season,  (in  the  erection  of  a  county  bridge  over 
Gunner's  Run,  near  Dyottville  Glassworks,  at  its  junc- 
tion with  the  Delaware  river,)  l)y  the  use  of  the  Valve 
Board  Pump  invented  by  you,  which  has  enabled  us  to 
overcome  the  great  and  constant  accumulation  of  water 
from  the  foundation  of  the  bridge;  as  a  proof  of  its  utili- 
ty, the  bason  above  the  Coffer  Dam,  200  feet  long,  60 
feet  wide,  and  upwards  of  eight  feet  deep,  was  discharg- 
ed in  one  day  by  your  pump,  with  the  aid  of  the  one 
previously  in  use;  the  water  running  in  at  the  same  time 
from  different  places;  and  from  accurate  calculation, 
this  invaluable  pump  must  have  discharged  at  the  rate 
of  65,000  gallons  per  hour.  We,  tlierefore,  have  no 
hesitation  in  earnestly  recommending  it  to  all,  who  may 
have  occasion  for  the  aid  of  a  powerful  machine  of  this 
description,  as  it  may  be  enlarged  to  any  dimcns'ons, 
and  put  in  operation  by  steum,  horse,  or  water 
power.  We,  Ihertfore,  having  the  utmost  confi- 
dence in  the  great  public  advantage  that  must  result 
from  your  important  invention,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
entertaining  the  highest  regard  for  your  obliging  and 
disinterested  attention,  do,  with  entire  satisfaction,  ten- 
der to  you  our  sincere  thanks. 

With  great  esteem,  we  are 

your  obedient  servants, 

THOMAS  MAGUIRE. 
JO    N  THOMPSON, 
DAVID  PAUL, 
County  Commissioners. 


County  Commissioners'  Office, 

Philadelphia.  Dec.  3,  1833. 
To  Commodore  James  Barron,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Dear  Sir, — In  addition  to  the  information  communi- 
cated to  you,  on  the  subject  of  your  valuable  Valve 
Board  Pump,  we  beg  leave  to  state,  that  sixteen  men 
were  only  required  to  keep  these  two  pumps  going 
throughout  the  day. 

With  sentiments  of  high  respect,  we  remain  your  obe- 
dient servants. 

JOHN  THOMPSON, 
DAVID  PAUL, 
THOMAS   MAGUIRE. 
Count)  Commissioners. 


For  the  Register. 
LOG.\N,  THE  INDIAN  CHIEF. 
Mr.  Hazard: — 

Your  correspondent  "I.  F.  F."  was  mistaken  in  im- 
puting the  article  to  me,  respecting  the  Indian  name  of 
Wingohocking,  being  exchanged  for  that  of  Logan.  It 
was  a  very  pardonable  misapprehension,  because  of  its 
signature  "  W."  and  its  attempt  at  an  illustration  of  our 
early  history.  It  may  be  seen  in  your  article  "  Ger- 
mantown,"  by  me,  published  in  your  first  volume  of  the 
Register,  page  290,  that  I  then  gave  it  as  a  fact  that 
Wingohocking  was  an  early  Indian  name  of  the  Creek, 
for  so  I  had  seen  it  marked  in  some  early  maps  which 
I  had  seen — perhaps  in  Holmes'  at  the  City  Library, 
which  you  will  please  to  consult,  and  then  add  your 
opinion. 

But  I  had  another  purpose,  in  setting  myself  to  this 
subject;  it  was  to  ascertain  from  your  correspondent, 
"I.  F.  F."  whether  he,  as  he  gave  the  meaning  of 
Wingohocking  in  the  Delaware  dialect,  could  not  de- 
duce from  the  same  source,  the  import  of  several  other 
of  our  Indian  names  in  and  about  our  county  of  Phila- 
delphia. They  might,if  known,  serve  to  elucidate  use- 
fully, some  local  incidents  of  remote  time.  I  have  be- 
fore me  the  letter  of  a  Moravian  Missionary  among  the 
Delawares,  of  the  year  1824,  directly  to  the  point  of  ex- 
plaining as  many  as  two  dozen  of  our  Indian  names. 
The  result  was,  that  neither  he,  nor  the  best  informed 
and  oldest  of  the  Delawares,  understood  these  as  Dela- 
ware names;  and  he  advises  me,  that  they  seem  by  their 
construction  to  be  of  Shawnee  formation.  Perhaps  this 
idea,  if  known  to  Mr.  Vetake  in  his  late  Quartei'Iy  Re- 
view, might  have  suggested  to  his  correspondent  an 
additional  argument  for  his  non-reception  of  the  belief 
of  the  original  character  of  the  Lenni  I.enape  or  Dela- 
wares in  Pennsylvania. — Certainly  if  v/e  could  arrive  at 
the  origin  of  local  names,  we  should  have  a  better 
guide  to  the  national  character  of  those  who  conferred 
them.  But  to  return  more  immediately  to  the  subject 
in  hand,  I  desire  to  inform  your  correspondent,  that  the 
name  "Wingohocking,"  notwithstanding  his  assertion 
of  its  being  a  Delaware  word,  and  meaning  "  a  favour- 
ite_spot,''  &c,,  is  actually  among  the  list  which  the  Del- 
awares themselves  could  not  interpret!  I  mean  no  of- 
fence to  your  correspondent,  but  to  excite  him  to  a 
closer  investigation,  in  hopes  that  if  he  has  access 
to  facts  competent  to  explain  our  Indian  names,  that  he 
will  be  pleased  to  aim  at  the  explanation  of  such  In- 
dian names  as  we  now  possess  in  our  county.  Indeed 
we  should  be  glad  to  see  the  thing  attempted  over  a 
much  more  extended  field — to  places  all  over  our  State, 
— yea,  over  our  whole  country, — such  as  Susque- 
quehaiina,  Chesapeake,  Potomac,  &c.  Among  the 
names  which  I  had  submitted  to  my  Delaware  corres- 
pondent, are  the  words  Coaqiianock,Shakamaxon,  Pau- 
taxat, — Sepassin,  Mocoponacka,  Tenicum,  Wiccacoa, 
Tacony,  Moyamensing,  [said  to  be  a  place  of  Deer  and 
Turkies,]  Passyunk,  [suid  to  mean  a  place  of  Geese,] 
Conoquinoque,  Sepekin,Cohoksink,Wiss.ahiccon,  [said 
to  mean  crooked,]  Mingo,  &c.  &c.  The  three  first  on 
the  list,  were  the  only  ones  to  which  he  could  affix  any 
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meanlng.and  that  by  a  little  alteration— such  as  Poutax- 
at,  to  Poutpecat,  which  would  mean  a  great  bend  of  a 
gulf— a  bay  of  a  river,  and  Coaquanaque  would  mean  a 
very  large  high  pine  tree. 

If  these  remarks  are  worth  any  thing  for  your  pages, 
they  are  at  your  service. 

From  your  friend, 

J.  F.  WATSON. 
Germaniown,  Feb.  11, 1834, 

P.  S.  The  Secretary  of  War,  Barbour,  once  under- 
took to  offer  several  of  our  Indian  names  to  be  inter- 
preted, by  the  remote  Indian  Agents,by  my  suggestion. 
How  it  succeeded  I  never  heard. 

"Watsons'  "  Tales  of  Olden  Times,"  page  58,  says, 
"Frankfordliesonthe  creek, the  Indian  Wingohocking, 
which  comes  from  the  Fiankford  Company's  Land," 
in  Germantown. 


Since  the  receipt  of  the  above  letter,  we  have  had 
an  opportunity  of  examining  Ileckwelder's  communica- 
tion to  the  American  Philosophical  Society,  and  pub- 
lished by  them  in  1833,  entitled  "names  given  by  the 
Lenni  Lenape  or  Delaware  Indians,  to  rivers,  streams 
and  places  in  Pennsylvania,  &c."  from  which  we  ex- 
tract the  following  explanations  of  some  of  the  names 
mentioned  by  Mr.  Watson. 

1.  Coaquannock — the  grove  of  long  pines. 

2.  Shakamaxon — place  of  eels. 

3.  Cohocksink — pine  lands,  where  the  timber  is 
principally  pine. 

4.  Maupackhan — the  large  potatoe  stream. 

By  reference  to  Heckwelder's  work  referred  to,  Mr. 
W.  will  find  thrit,  to  a  considerable  extent,  the  desider- 
atum suggested  by  him,  has  been  supplied.  We  may 
at  some  future  time,  make  more  copious  extracts  from 
it.— Ed. 


BRIDGE  AT    ROBBSTOWN. 

"  Bridge  over  the  Youghiagheny,  at  Eohhstown.  This 
nobJe  structure  was  finished  a  few  weeks  since,  and  we 
are  told  that  it  is  decidedly  the  handsomest,  and,  from 
appearance,  the  most  substantial  bridge  in  this  country. 
It  is  482  feet  long,  and  rests  upon  two  large  stone  abut- 
ments, and  two  stone  piers — the  piers  are  50  feet  in 
length,  17  feet  in  width,  and  between  31  and  32  feet 
high,  and  contain  with  the  abutments,  about  3,840 
perches  of  stone; — the  timber  used  in  building  it,  is  es- 
timated at  about  230,000  feet  The  contract  for  the 
erection  of  it  was  taken  by  Mr.  Maize,  at  J?  16, 000 — of 
this  amount  the  state  subscription  was  ,g8,550;  the  bal- 
ance of  7,450  was  raised  by  individual  subscription,  by 
tlie  citizens  of  Robbstown  and  its  immediate  vicinity,  all 
of  which  was  punctually  paid  into  the  treasury,  and  the 
claims  of  the  contractor  discharged.  It  is  supposed  that, 
when  the  expense  of  erecting  a  toll  house,  building 
guard  w.alls  to  the  abutments,  and  other  incidental  ex- 
penses are  counted  up,  the  company  will  be  in  debt 
about  §1000. 

"  The  bridge  is  situated  on  one  of  the  great  thorough- 
fares from  the  east  to  the  west,  and  there  can  be  httle 
doubt  but  the  stock  will  prove  a  profitable  investment 
of  capital.  It  is  believed,  by  those  who  are  judges  of 
such  matters,  that  the  stockholders  will  realize  a  divi- 
dend of  from  10  to  20  per  cent  per  annum." 
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Extract  from  the  Metcuroloj^ical  Register,  taken  at  the 

State  Capitol — I/arrisburg,  Pennsylvania, 

Br  James  Wuihht,   Librarian. 
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Day  of  the  month. 
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On    the  20th    at   noon,  thermometer   at  8o' 
highest. 

On  the  23d  in  the  morning,  at  40°,  the  lowest. 

The  wind  has  been  4  days  cast  of  the  meridian,  18 
days  west  of  it,  and  4  days  north,  and  4  south. 

Very  little  rain  during  the  month. 

Mean  temperature  of  this  month  2°  warmer  than  last 
September, 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


[Febbcabt 


Columbia,  Feb.  8,  1834.      ] 

The  ice  on  the  Susquehanna,  opposite  Columbia, 
moved  off  on  Thursday  last,  and  the  river  is  now  clear, 
with  the  exception  of  a  short  distance  out  from  the 
Wrig^htsville  shore, — Columbia  Spy. 

EABTHacAKE. — On  Wednesday  night  last,  at  about 
half  past  10  o'clock,  a  shock  of  an  earthquake  was  felt 
in  this  place.  It  was  accompanied  by  a  low  rumbling 
noise,  which  man)^  at  the  moment,  thought  was  occa- 
sioned by  the  passing  of  a  stage  along  the  street.  Crock- 
ery and  other  articles  on  shelves  were  noticed  to  shake 
very  considerably.  Its  duration  coultl  not  have  exceed- 
ed twelve  seconds.  We  have  heard  it  remarked  by  a 
number  who  were  out  of  doors  at  the  time,  that  there 
was  a  great  change  in  the  atmosphere  immediately  be- 
fore the  shaking — it  being  so  hot  and  oppressive,  as  to 
render  it  difficult  to  breathe.  The  shock  was  said  to 
be  the  most  violent  one  ever  experienced  in  this  part  of 
the  country.  Lancaster,  and  other  places  as  far  as  heard 
from,  were  similarly  visited. 

It  is  said  that  a  second  shock  was  experienced  at  about 
12  o'clock  of  the  same  night,  but  as  we  have  not  much 
authority  for  this,  we  are  inclined  to  think  that  it  ex- 
isted only  in  the  troubled  dreams  of  some  of  the  alarm- 
ed.— Columbia  Spy. 


Appointments  by  the  Governor. 
Col.  Robert  Orr  to  be  Associate  Judge  of  Armstrong 
Co. 

Henry  Myers    to  be  Associate  Judge  of  Delaware 
Co. 

By  the  Attorney  General 
Edmund  C.  Watmough,  Deputy  Attorney  General  of 
the  Mayor's  Court  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia. 


CoMMEBCE.— It  appears  from  tables  in  Moore's  Price 
Current  that  there  were  exported  from  Philadelphia 
during  the  4th  quarter  of  1332,  and  the  -first  3  quarters 
of  1833  of 

Domestic  and  foreign  white  and  printed  cottons  as 
follows — 


THE    REGISTER 


PHILADELPHIA,  FEB.  15,  1834. 

The  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania  have  now  in 
the  press  "  A  Description  of  New  Sweden,"  by  Thomas 
Campanius  Holm.  This  work  was  published  at  Stock- 
holm, in  the  year  1702,  and  has  been  translated  from 
the  Swedish  by  Peter  S.  Du  Ponceau,  Esq.  a  member 
of  the  society.  It  is  adorned  with  various  maps  and 
plates,  among  which  there  is  a  map  of  both  sides  of  the 
river  Delaware,  from  the  Capes  up  to  Trent  on  falls, 
made  in  the  year  1654  and  1655  by  the  Swedish  Engi- 
neer Peter  Lindstrom.  It  shows  the  situation  of  that 
part  of  our  country,  at  the  time  when  the  Swedes  were 
in  possession  of  it,  38  years  before  the  landing  of  Wil- 
liam Penn.  The  rivers,  creeks,  forts,  towns,  and  places 
are  delineated  with  their  Swedish  and  Indian  names,  a; 
they  existed  at  that  time.  There  is  also  a  map  of  Penn 
sylvania  as  it  was  at  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century, 
about  ten  years  after  the  foundation  of  this  city.  At  the 
end  of  the  book,  there  is  a  list  of  the  Swedish  families 
that  lived  on  the  banks  of  the  Delaware  in  tlie  year 
1693,  with  all  their  nam^B,  and  the  number  of  individu- 
als contained  in  each  family. 

This  work  cannot  but  be  interesting  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersc}',  and  Delaware,  particular- 
ly to  those  who  are  of  Swedish  descent,  and  in  general 
to  the  lovers  of  the  ancient  history  of  their  country. 

It  will  be  published  in  a  few  days,  by  McCarty  &.  Da- 


Ma.  Wall, — The  gross  receipts  of  Mr.  Wall,  (the 
blind  Irish  Harper)  at  the  Chesnut  street  theatre,  were 
gl054,75. 


Domestic  piece  goods,  value 
"         cotton  yarns,     " 


Foreign  piece  goods,  value 


$102,567 
21,739 


$124,306 
107,169 


Total  $231,475 

Value  of  foreign  goods  imported  into  Philadelphia 
from  30th  September  1832,  to  30th  September  1833, 
from  foreign  ports  .  .  $10,451,250 

Value  of  goods  exported  during  the  same  time  to  Fo- 
reign ports. 

Domestic  .  .  .  $2,666,693  GO 

Foreign         ....       1,407,651  00 


Total 


$4,074,344  00 


402  vessels  arrived  at  Boston  from  Philadelphia,  dur- 
ing the  year  1833. 

Ata  meeting  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania, 
held  at  the  Philosophical  Hall,  on  Monday,  the  third 
day  of  February,  1834,  the  Society  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  which  resulted 
as  follows, 

President — William  Rawle. 

Vice-Presidents — Roberts  Vaux,  John  B.  Gibson,  of 
Carlisle;  Thomas  C.  J.ames,  Richard  Biddle,  of  Pitts- 
burg.  y 

Corresponding  Secretary — Thomas  J.  Wharton. 

Recording  Secretary — J.  R.  Tyson. 

Treasurer — W.  Mason  Walmsley.  ] 

Curator — Samuel  Hazard, 

Council — P.  S.  Du  Ponceau,  John  Vaughan,  T.  M.  . 
Petitt,  C.  J.  Ingersoll,  G.  B.  Wood,  G.  W.  Smith,  J. 
Francis  Fisher,  B.  H.  Coates,  B.  R.  Morgan,  Peter 
Jl'Call,  J.  M.  Barclay,  Alfred  Langdon  Elwynn,  Horace 
Binney,  jr. 


Printed  every  Saturday  morning,  by  Wm.  F.  Geddes, 

No.  9  Library  street,  at  $5  per  annum. 
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DOCUMENTS    RELATING   TO    THE    REMOVAL 
OF  THE  DEPOSITS. 

(Continued  from  page  103.) 
Repwt  of  the  Commillee  on  Finance. 
Mr.  Webster,  Chairman. 
The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  w.is  referred  the 
report   of  the   Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  3d  of 
December,  1833,  on  the  removal  of  the  pubhc  depo- 
sits from  the  Bank  of  tlie  United  States,  and  a  resolu- 
tion, submitted  to  tlie  Senate  by  an  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Kentucky,  declaiing  that  the  reasons  assign- 
ed by  the  Secretary  for  the  removal  of  the  said  depo- 
sites,  are  unsatisfactory  and  insufficient,  have  agreed 
on  the  following  report. 

The  act  incorporating  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
as  is  justly  remarked  by  the  Secretary,  is  a  contract, 
containing  stipulations  on  the  part  of  tlie  Government, 
and  on  the  part  of  the  corporation,  entered  into  for  full 
and  adequate  consideration. 

The  Government  became  party  to  this  contract  by 
granting  tlie  charter,  and  the  Stockholders  by  accept- 
ing it.  "In  consideration,"  says  tiie  charter,  "of  the 
exclusive  privileges  and  benefits  conferred  bj'  this  act 
on  the  said  bank,  the  president  and  directors  thereof 
shall  pay  to  the  United  States,  out  of  the  corporate  funds 
thereof,  one  million  and  five  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
in  three  equal  payments;"  and  in  another  section,  it  de- 
clares that  "during  the  continuance  of  this  act,  and 
whenever  required  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
the  said  corporation  shall  give  the  necessary  facilities 
for  transferring  the  public  funds  from  place  to  place, 
within  the  United  States  or  the  territories  thereof,  and 
for  distributing  the  same  in  payment  of  tlie  public  cre- 
ditors, witliout  charging  commissions,  or  claiming  allow- 
ance on  account  of  difference  of  exchange;  and  shall  d') 
and  perform  the  several  respective  duties  of  the  com- 
missioners of  loans  for  the, several  states,  or  any  one  or 
more  of  them,  whenever  required  by  law." 

The  section  immediately  following  this  provision,  is 
in  these  words:  Jind  be  it  fuHher  enacted.  That  the  de- 
posites  of  the  money  of  the  United  States,  in  places  in 
which  the  said  bank  and  branches  thereof  may  be  es- 
t.ablislied,  shall  be  made  in  said  bank  or  branches,  un- 
less the  Secrt-tary  of  the  Treasury  shall  at  any  time, 
otherwise  order  and  direct,  in  which  cise  tlie  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury  shall  immediately  lay  before  Congress 
if  in  session,  and  if  not,  immediately  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  session,  the  reasons  for  such  or- 
der or  direction." 

It  is  not  to  be  denied  or  doubted,  that  this  custody  of 
the  public  deposits  was  one  of  the  "  benefits"  conferred 
on  the  bank  by  the  charter,  in  consideration  of  the  mo- 
ney paid,  and  the  services  undertaken  to  be  p'.-rformed 
by  the  bank  to  the  Government,  and  to  this  custody  the 
bank  has  a  just  right,  unless  such  causes  have  arisen  as 
may  have  justified  the  Secretary  in  giving  an  order  and 
direction  for  changing  that  custody.  Any  order  or  di- 
rection, therefore  issued  under  the  provisions  of  tliis  law, 
necessarily  involves  a  consideration  of  the  just  extent 
of  the  Secretary's  power  and  of  the  rights  oi'the  i)ank. 
But  Congress,  in  making  this  provision,  unquestiona- 
bly had  in  view  the  safety  of  the  pubhc  funds,  and  cer- 
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tain  important  financial  objects,  as  well  as  the  making 
of  a  just  consideration  to  the  bank,  for  the  sum  paid, 
and  the  services  undertaken  by  it;  and  with  this  view, 
also,  it  has  expressed  its  will,  tliat  the  deposits  shall 
continue  to  be  iTiade  in  the  bank,  until  good  cause  shall 
arise  for  ordering  otherwise.  Of  this  good  cause  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasiny,  in  the  first  instance,  and 
Congress,  idtimately  and  conclusively  is  constituted  the 
judge.  Every  order,  therefore,  of  the  Secretary,  for 
changing  the  deposits  presents  for  the  examination  of 
Congress,  a  question  of  general  political  propriety  and 
expediency,  as  well  as  a  question  of  right  and  obliga- 
tion to  the  bank. 

These  questions  may  be  considered  together.  They 
are  intimately  connected;  because  the  rights  of  the  bank 
to  retain  the  deposits,  and  to  enjoy  the  advantages  to 
be  derived  therefrom,  cannot  be  denied  unless  a  case  is 
shown  to  have  arisen  within  the  just  power  of  removal, 
vested  in  the  Secretary,  and  which  made  it  his  duty  to 
exercise  that  power.  The  Secretary  is  only  to  remove 
the  deposits  for  reasons.  Of  these  reasons  he  is  to  give 
an  account  to  Congress;  if  they  be  insufficient  to  justify 
the  removal,  the  bank  lias  a  right  to  a  return  of  the  de- 
posits, and  the  country  has  a  right  also,  to  expect  that, 
in  that  case,  the  public  treasure  will  be  restored  to  its 
former  place  of  safety. 

The  Secretary  having  removed  the  deposits,  and  hav- 
ing reported  his  reasons  to  both  houses,  the  whole-sub- 
ject is  now  before  Congress,  by  way  of  appeal  from  his 
decision ;  and  the  question  is  whether  that  decision  ouglit 
to  stand,  or  ought  to  be  reversed. 

The  power  of  the  Secretary  under  the  law,  is  evident- 
ly but  provisional.  It  is  a  power  wiiich  he  may  exercise 
I  in  the  first  instance,  but  the  propriety  of  his  conduct, 
in  every  instance  of  its  exercise,  is  ultimately  referred  to 
I  the  wisdom  of  Congress,  and  by  Congress  it  must  be 
judged.  He  is  authorized  to  do  the  act,  but  Congress 
j  is  to  examine  it  when  done,  and  to  confirm  or  reverse  it. 
I  'I'he  Secretary  may  change  the  deposits,  but  when 
I  chan.e:ed,  Congress  is  to  decide  on  the  causes  of  sucli 
change,  with  authority  either  to  sanction  the  removal, 
1  or  to  restore  the  deposits,  according  to  its  own  judgment 
ol  right  and  expediency. 
I  In  order  to  decide  whether  the  act  of  tlie  Secretary 
I  ought  to  be  confirmed,  it  is  requisite  in  the  first  place, 
I  to  form  a  just  opinion  of  the  true  extent  of  his  power, 
j  under  tiie'law;  and,  in  the  second  place,  to  consider 
!  the  validity  of  the  reasons  which  he  has  specially  as- 
I  signed  for  the  exercise  of  that  power  in  the  present 
I  case. 

The  opinion  of  the  Secretary  is,  that  his  power  over 
the  deposits,  so  far  as  respects  the  rights  of  the  b.ank, 
is  not  limited  to  any  particular  continge.icies,  but  is  ab- 
{  solute  and  unconditional.  If  it  be  absolute  and  uncon- 
ditional, so  flu-  as  respects  the  rights  of  the  bank,  it  must 
be  absolute  and  unconditional  in  all  other  respects;  be- 
cause,  it  is  obvious,  iftliere  he  any  limitation,  that  lim- 
litation  is  imposed  .as  much  for  the  benefit  of  the  bank 
as  for  thcsccurifv  of  the  country.     The  bank  has  con- 


I  as  tor  me  sccin  itv  Ol  nic- cinmu^^ .  tut  ■/.mn.  .■..;.  k-un- 
!  traded  for  the  keening  of  the  puljfic  moneys,  and  p.aid 
'  for  it,  as  for  a  privilege  or  benefit.  U  has  agreed,  at 
1  the  same  time,  llut  the  Secretary  shall  pos.sess  the  pow- 
er of  removal;  but  then,  it  is idso  agreed,  that  whcnevei- 
1  this  power  is  escrcised,  the  reasons  ihcieof  shall  be  re- 


114 


DOCUMENTS  RELATING  TO  THE  REMOVAL  OF  THE  DEPOSITS. 


fFEBBCABT 


ported  to  Congress;  Congress  being  thus  constituted  the 
final  juflge,  as  well  of  the  rights  of  the  bank,  in  this 
particular,  as  of  the  good  of  the  country.  So  tiiat  if  the 
Secretary's  power  be  in  truth  absolute  and  uncondition- 
al, it  restrains  Congress  from  judging  whether  the  pubhc 
good  is  injured  by  the  removal,  just  as  much  as  if  it  re 
strains  it  from  judging  whether  the  rights  of  the  bank 
are  injured  by  the  removal;  because  the  limitation,  if 
any,  is  equally  for  the  security  of  the  bank  and  of  the 
public. 

If  the  bank  be  interested  in  retaining  the  deposits, 
then  it  is  interested  in  the  truth  or  falsUy,  in  the  suffi 
ciency  or  insufficiency,  of  the  reasons  given  for  their  re- 
moval. Especially  is  it  so  interested,  since  these  reasons 
are  to  be  rendered  to  a  tribunal  which  is  to  judge  over 
the  Secretary,  and  may  form  a  different  opinion  on  the 
validity  of  these  reasons,  and  may  reverse  his  decision. 
It  clearly  has  an  interest  in  retaining  the  deposites,  and 
therefore  is  as  clearly  concerned  in  the  reasons  which 
the  Secretary  may  give  for  their  removal.  And  as  he  is 
bound  to  give  reasons,  this  very  ciicumstance  shows 
that  liis  au'hority  is  not  absolute  and  unconditional. 
Because,  how  can  an  appeal  be  given  from  the  decision 
of  an  absolute  power;  and  how  can  such  a  jiower  be 
called  on  to  give  reasons  for  any  instance  of  its  exer- 
cise.' If  it  be  absolute,  its  only  reason  is  a  reference  to 
its  own  will. 

The  committee  think  therefore,  that  no  absolute  and 
unconditional  power  was  conferred  on  the  Secretary; 
that  no  authority  was  given  him  by  which  he  could  de- 
prive the  bank  of  the  custody  of  the  public  monies 
without  reason;  and  that,  therefore,  his  opinion  is  not  to 
be  admitted;  that  in  no  evejit  can  any  order  for  remov- 
ing the  deposits  impair  the  right  secured  to  the  bank  by 
the  charter.  If  removed  without  good  cause,  the  com- 
mittee think  the  removal  does  impair  the  rights  of  the 
bank. 

But  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  as  to  his  own  pow- 
ers, is  hardly  more  limited  in  respect  to  the  government 
and  the  country,  than  in  regard  to  the  rghts  of  the 
bank. 

His  opinion  is,  that  i(  is  his  duty,  and  within  his  au- 
thority, in  this  view,  also  to  withdraw  the  deposits  of 
the  public  money  from  the  bank,  whenever  such  a 
change  would,  in  any  degree,  promote  the  public  inter- 
est. "The  safety  of  the  de])osits,"  he  says,  "the 
ability  of  the  bank  to  meet  its  engagements,  its  fidelity 
in  the  performance  of  its  obi  gations,  are  only  a  part  of 
the  considerations  by  which  his  judgment  must  be  guid- 
ed The  general  interest  and  convenience  of  the  peo- 
ple must  regulate  his  conduct." 

By  the  general  inteiesl  and  convenience  <  f  the  people, 
the  Secretary  can  only  mean,  of  course,  his  own  sense 
of  that  interest  and  convenience;  because  they  are 
not  otherwise  to  be  asceitained  than  by  his  own  judge- 
ment. 

The  Secretary's  construction  of  the  law,  is,  there- 
fore, that  he  has  power  to  remove  the  deposits,  when- 
ever, for  any  reason,  he  thinks  the  public  good  requires 
it. 

In  this  interpretation  of  the  design  and  object  of  the 
law,  and  this  broad  construction  of  the  Secretary's  pow- 
er, the  committee  do  not  concur. 

Although  the  power  of  the  Secretary  is  not  restricted 
by  any  express  words  or  terms  nor  by  any  parjticular 
occasions  for  its  exercise,  specially,  and  expressly  de 
signated  or  prescribed  by  the  law,  yet  it  is  not  to  be  ad- 
mitted,  as  the  committee  think,  tl  at  this  power  is  to  be 
exercised  capriciously,  or  in  an  arbitrary  manner,  or  for 
loose  or  conjectural  reasons,  or  on  any  idea  of  an  unlimi- 
ted discretion  vested  in  the  Secretary,  to  judge  on  the 
general  question  of  ihe  public  welfare;  or  indeed,  on 
any  other  grounds  thai.-  those  of  necessity;  or  plain  and 
manifest  expedience,  directly  connected  with  the  sub- 
ject over  which  the  power  exists. 

The  keeping  of  the  public  money  is  not  a  matter 
which  is  lefV,  or  was  intended  to  be   left  at  the  will  of 


the  Secretary,  or  any  other  officer  of  the  Government. 

This  [Hiblic  money  has  a  place  fixed  by  lav,  and  settled 
by  contract;  and  this  place    is   the   bank  of  the  United 

Stales.  In  this  place  it  is  to  remain,  until  some  event 
occur  requiring  its  removal.  To  remove  it,  therefore, 
from  this  place,  without  the  occurrence  of  just  cause, 
is  to  thwart  the  end  and  design   of  the  law,  defeat  the 

will  of  Congress,  and  violate  the  contract  into  which  the 

Government  has  solemnly  entered. 

It  is  fit  to  be  observed,  that  no  other  law  confers  on 
the  Secretary  such  a  wide  discretion  over  the  public 
interests,  in  regard  to  any  subject,  or  gives  him  a  pow- 
er to  act  on  the  rights  of  others,  or  on  the  rights  of  the 
public,  in  part  of  his  official  duties,  with  so  unlimited 
an  authority  as  is  here  asserted.  Every  where  else,  he 
jippears  in  the  character  of  a  limited  and  restricted 
agent.  He  is  the  financial  officer  of  the  Government;  he 
is  the  head  of  the  Department  <.f  the  Treasury.  His 
duty  is,  to  report  annually  to  Congress  the  state  of  the 
finances;  and  to  communicate  to  either  House,  when  re- 
quested, any  information  respecting  the  Treasury;  and 
he  is  to  superintend  the  collection  of  the  revenue.  But 
he  has  no  authority  over  the  circulatng  medium  of  the 
country,  either  metallic  or  paper,  nor  has  he  the  control 
of  the  national  currency.  It  is  no  part  of  his  dut}'  either 
to  contiact  or  expand  the  circulation  of  bank  paper, 
nor  in  any  other  way  to  exercise  a  general  superintend- 
ence over  the  money  system  of  the  country.  These 
general  iiiterests  of  the  Government  and  the  people  are 
not  confided  to  his  hands  by  any  of  the  laws  which  crea- 
ted his  (.ffice,  and  have  prescribed  his  duties — and  the 
committee  are  (<f  opinion,  that  the  chatter  of  the  bank 
no  more  intended  to  give  such  a  wide  scope  to  the  Se- 
cretary, in  regard  to  the  deposits,  than  other  laws  in- 
tended to  give  him  the  same  wide  scope,  in  respect  to 
other  duties  of  his  office.  No  intimation  of  such  inten- 
tion is  found,  either  in  the  charter  itself,  or  in  any  of 
the  legislative  debates  which  took  place  in  both  Houses 
when  the  bank  was  established — or  in  the  discussions 
which  have  been  had  on  the  various  occasions  which 
have  been  more  recently  presented  for  calling  forth  the 
sentiment  of  Congress.  In  none  of  these  sources,  is  there 
to  be  found  any  proof  that  the  Legislature  has  delegat- 
ed, or  intended  to  delegate,  this  extraordinary  power  of 
judging  of  the  general  interest  of  the  people  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury.  Such  a  power,  did  he  possess 
it,  would  nccess.irily  make  him  the  general  superintend- 
ent of  all  the  proceedings  of  the  bank — because  it  would 
enable  him  to  compel  the  bank  to  conform  all  its  opera- 
tions to  his  pleasure,  under  penalty  of  suflering  a  remo- 
val of  the  public  moneys.  This  would  be  little  less 
than  placing  all  the  substantial  power  of  managing  the 
bank,  in  his  hands.  But  he  is  not  by  law  its  manager, 
nor  one  of  its  manager.s — nor  has  he  any  right,  in  any 
form,  to  interfere  in  its  management.  On  the  contraiy, 
the  very  language  of  the  charter  rejects  all  idea  of  such 
general  su  pet  vision  over  its  concerns  by  him,  or  any 
other  officer  of  the  Government.  That  language  is  that 
"/or  the  manai^ement  of  the  affairs  of  the  corporation, 
there  shall  be  25  directors  annually  chosen :"  and,  under 
the  restrictiotis  contained  in  the  chatter,  these  directors 
ate  entrusted  with  the  whole  general  business  of  the 
bank,  subject,  of  course,  to  all  the  provisions  of  the 
charter  and  the  by-laws;  subject,  too,  always,  to  the 
inspection  and  examination  of  either  Mouse  of  Congress; 
subject  always  to  regular  inquiry  and  tiial,  and  bound 
always  to  communicate  to  the  head  of  the  Treasuiy  De- 
parlnunt,  on  request,  statements  of  its  amount  of  stock, 
debts  due,  moneys  deposited,  notes  in  circulation,  and 
specie  on  hand. 

Under  these  restrictions,  the  establishment  of  its  offi- 
ces, and  the  appointment  of  its  officeis,  the  amount  of 
its  discounts  and  every  thing  respecting  those  discounts 
its  purchases  and  sales  of  exchange,  and  all  other  con- 
cerns of  the  institution,  :ire  to  be  conducted  and  mana- 
ged by  the  directors.  There  is  nothing  in  the  charter, 
giving  the  slightest  authority  of  the  Secretary  to  decide 
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»s  between  the  bank  on  the  one  liand,  and  the  Govern- 
ment or  the  people  on  the  otlier,  whether  the  general 
management  of  the  directors  is  wise  or  unwise,  or  wiie- 
tlier  in  regard  to  matter^  not  connected  with  the  depo- 
sits, ithasor  has  not  violated  the  conditions  of  its  cliar 
ten.  The  statement  wliich  the  bank  is  bound  to  make 
to  the  S.  cretary,  he  may  lay  before  Congress;  and  he 
is  doubtless,  bound  by  his  official  duty;  to  communicate 
to  Congress  any  other  information  in  his  possession; 
tending,  in  his  judgment,  to  sliow  tliat  the  bank  iiad  dis- 
regarded its  charter,  nr  failed  to  fulfil  all  or  any  of  its 
duties.  But  here  his  authority,  so  far  as  it  regards  tlie 
general  course  and  operations  of  the  bank,  ends.  It  is 
then  for  Congress  to  act,  if  it  see  occasion,  and  to  adopt 
the  regular  remedies,  for  any  evils  which  il  may  suppose 
to  exist.  But  it  transcends  tlie  power  of  Congress  itself 
to  pronounce  the  charter  violated,  witiiout  hearini,'', 
without  trial,  without  judgment;  far  less  is  any  such 
power  of  pronouncing  final  judgment  confided  to  the 
Secretary.  His  power  simply  is,  that  in  regard  to  the 
deposits  of  the  public  money,  he  is  to  judge,  in  the 
first  instance,  whether  just  cause  has  arisen  for  their  re- 
moval. 

The  Secretary  seems  to  suppose,  indeed  the  very  ba- 
sis of  his  argument  assumes,  that  the  law  has  confided  to 
him  a  general  guardianship  over  the  public  welfire,  so 
far  as  that  welfare  is  in  any  way  connected  with  the 
bank,  or  liable  to  be  affected  by  its  proceedings;  and 
that  he  holds  the  power  of  the  removing  the  deposites  as 
the  means,  or  instnmient  by  which  he  is  to  enforce  his 
own  opinions  respecting  tliat  welfare.  The  committee 
do  not  adopt  this  opinion.  They  think  that  if  such  had 
been  the  design  of  the  law,  ils  provisions  would  have 
been  different  from  those  which  it  does  actually  con- 
tain. 

If  such  general  guardianship  had  been  intended  to  be 
conferred  on  the  Secretary,  it  is  reasonable  to  believe 
that  he  would  have  been  vested  with  powers  more  suita- 
ble to  such  a  liigh  trust.  If  he  hf.d  been  made  or  intend- 
ed to  be  made,  general  inspector  or  superintendent, 
other  authority  than  merely  that  of  removing  the  depo- 
sits, would  have  been  given  him,  for  this  plain  reason, 
that  the  Government  and  the  country  have  interests  of 
much  magnitude  connected  with  the  bank,  besides  the 
deposits  of  the  public  moneys  in  its  vaults,  and  to  which 
interests,  if  endangered,  the  removal  of  the  deposits 
would  bring  no  security. 

The  Government  is  proprietor  of  seven  millions  of  the 
stock  cf  the  bank,  and  yet  no  authority  is  given  to 
the  Secretary  to  sell  this  >tock  under  any  circumstan- 
ces whatever,  or  in  any  other  way  to  interfere  with  it. 

The  bills  and  notes  of  the  bank,  too,  are  made  re- 
ceivable in  all  payments  to  the  United  States,  until  Con- 
gress shall  otherwise  order;  and  no  power  is  given  to 
the  Secretary  to  prevent  their  being  so  received,  either 
during  the  session  of  Congress,  or  in  its  recess,  ho.wever 
the  credit  of  these  bills  and  notes  might  become  depre- 
ciated. 

How  is  it  possible  to  conceive  that,  if  Congress  intend 
ed  to  give  to  the  Secretary  a  general  right  to  judge  of 
the  operations  and  proceedings  of  the  bank,  and  a  pow- 
er, of  course,  to  declare  when  it  had  violated  its  duty, 
and  was  no  longer  trustworthy,  it  should  yet  leave  him 
under  an  absolute  obligation  to  receive  its  bills  and  notes 
in  all  payments  to  the  Treasury,  though  they  might 
have  lost  all  credit,  antl  place  no  means  in  his  hands  to 
execute  his  hig  >  authority  of  superintendent,  except  the 
mere  power  of  removal. 

Whenever  it  is  clear  that  Congress  has  given  the  Se- 
cretary a  power,  it  has  given  him  the  means  of  inform- 
ing his  judgment  as  to  the  propriety  of  exercising  that 
power.  He  has  power  to  rem  .ve  the  deposits,  and  am- 
ple means  are  afforded  him  by  which  he  mav  learn, 
from  time  to  time,  whether  those  deposites  are  safe. — 
For  this  purpose,  it  is  expressly  made  the  duty  of  the 
bank  to  furnish  him,  so  often  as  he  sh;dl  require,  if  not 
oftener  than  once  a  week,  with  a  statement  of  the 


amount  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  corporation,  of  the 
debts  due  to  it,  of  the  moneys  deposited  in  it,  ofiis  notes 
in  circulation,  and  specie  on  hand,  and  he  has  a  right  to 
inspect  the  general  accounts,  in  the  books  of  the  bank, 
relating  to  this  statement.  This  statement  enables  him 
to  judge  of  the  solvency  and  stability  of  the  bank,  and 
of  the  safety  of  the  public  money  deposited  in  it.  Here 
then,  is  a  power,  and  all  ap])ropriate  me:ins  given  for 
ihe  just  and  enlightened  exercise  of  that  power.  Confin- 
ed to  the  deposits,  the  power  is  accompanied  with  all 
rational  auxiliaries  and  attendants. 

But  for  the  depreciation  of  the  bills  of  the  bank, 
should  that  hajipen,  and  for  other  cases  of  maladminis- 
tration. Congress  has  provided  just  and  a()propriate  re- 
medies, to-be  applied  by  itself  or  others,  in  exclusion  of 
the  Secretary.  For  the  redress  of  these  evils,  no  power 
is  given  to  him. 

For  the  security  of  the  public  interest  the  law  re- 
serves a  I  ight  to  either  House  of  (Congress,  to  inquire, 
at  all  times,  into  the  proceedings  of  the  bank,  and  if,  on 
such  inquiry,  it  appears  in  any  respect  to  have  violated 
its  charter.  Congress  may  bring  it  to  trial  and  judgment. 
Power  is  given  to  the  President,  also,  to  institute  judi- 
cial proceedings,  if  he  shall  have  reason  to  believe  that 
any  such  violation  has  taken  place.  But  no  such  power 
is  given  to  the  Secretary. 

The  proposition,  then,  cannot  be  maintained,  that 
Congress  has  relied,  for  the  security  of  the  public  inter- 
ests, and  the  preservation  of  the  general  welfare,  so  far 
as  il  is  connected  with  the  bank,  on  a  general  discretion 
reposed  in  the  Secretary,  for  two  reasons,  first,  because 
it  has  not  gi\en  him  the  appropriate  instances:  and  se- 
condly, because  it  has  in  those  instances,  either  express- 
ly reserved  those  powei-s  to  itself,  or  expressly  confer- 
red them  on  the  President. 

If  the  Secretary  cannot  prevent  the  notes  of  the  bank 
from  being  received  at  the  custom  house,  and  the  land 
offices,  even  after  'hey  should  be  discredited;  if  he  have 
no  power  to  touch,  in  any  way,  the  seven  millions  of 
slock  belonging  to  the  Government;  if  the  power  of  ex- 
amination into  the  proceedings  of  the  bank  be  given, 
not  to  him,  but  to  either  House  of  Congress,  if  he  have 
no  power,  but  Congress  and  the  President,  each  has 
power,  to  di]'ect  a  legal  investigation  into  the  conduct 
of  the  bank,  how  can  it  possibly  be  maintained  that  a 
general  inspection  and  guardianship  over  the  public 
welfare,  so  fiir  as  it  is  connected  with  the  bank,  is  con- 
fided to  him,  and  that  his  authority  to  remove  the  depo- 
sit, w.as  given,  not  to  protect  the  deposits  themselves, 
and  secure  their  proper  use,  but  to  enable  him  to  en- 
force upon  the  bank,  under  penalty  of  their  removal, 
such  a  course  of  managem  nt,  as  his  sense  of  the  public 
interest,  and  the  convenient  e  of  the  people,  may  re- 
quire.' Such  a  construction  would  give  tlie  law  a  strange 
and  an  undeserved  character.  It  would  convert  the 
power  of  removal,  intended  for  rcmed}'  and  redress,  in- 
to a  mere  instrument  of  punishment;  and  it  would  au- 
thorize the  infliction  of  that  punishment  without  hearing 
or  trial,  in  the  very  cases  in  which  the  law  yet  says,  tliat 
if  violation  of  duty  be  charged,  the  charge  shall  be 
heard  and  tried  before  judgment  is  pronounced,  and  the 
duty  of  preferring  this  charge,  and  of  prosecuting  it  to 
judgment,  is  given,  not  to  the  Secretary,  but  to  Con- 
gress, and  to  the  President. 

The  contingent  power  given  to  the  Secretary  to  re- 
move the  deposits,  evidently  shows  that  Congress  con- 
templ.itt-d  the  possibility  of  tlie  happening  of  some  sud- 
den evil,  for  which,  either  no  other  remedy  was  providi 
ed,  or  none  which  could  be  applied  willi  sufficient 
promptitude;  and  fi)r  which  evil,  removal  would  be  a 
just  and  appropriate  remedy.  The  remedy  prescribed, 
then,  tt  aches  us  the  nature  of  the  evils  which  were  ap- 
prehended. We  can  readily  understand  th.at  threatened 
danger  to  the  funds  was  one.  and  probably  the  chief  of 
those  evils;  because  change  into  other  hands  is  the  rea- 
dy and  appropriate  measure,  which  would  rationally 
suggest  itself  toall  minds,  as  the  proper  security  against 
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such  danger;  and  change  is  the  remedy  actually  pre- 
scribed. Neglect  to  transfer  the  deposits  from  one 
place  to  another,  as  the  exigencies  of  Government  might 
require,  and  thereby  to  furnish  those  facilities  of  ex- 
change, which  the  charter  demands  of  the  bank,  with- 
out commission  and  without  charge,  is  another  evil  for 
which,  should  it  happen,  the  remedy  would  naturally 
be  the  withdrawing  of  the  funds,  and  the  placing  of  them 
in  their  former  custody,  so  that  they  could  be  transfer- 
red or  exchanged  by  the  Treasury  itself. 

But  who  can  see  any  connexion  or  relation,  such  as 
ordinarily  exist  between  an  evil  apprehended,  and  a 
remedy  proposed — between  such  an  evil  as  a  supposed 
over  discount,  for  instance,  by  the  bank,  at  one  time, 
or  an  under  discount  atanotlier,  and  the  abrupt  remov- 
al of  the  deposits?  And  if  no  one  can  see  the  connex- 
ion, how  can  it  be  supposed  that,  in  giving  the  power 
of  removal  as  a  remedy  Congress  had  in  view  any  such 
evil? 

A  question  may  arise  between  the  Government  and 
the  bank,  respecting  the  right  of  the  parties  to  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,as  in  the  case 
of  the  French  bill. 

It  is  a  question  on  which  different  opinions  may  be 
entertained, and  which  is,  in  its  nature, fit  for  judicial  de- 
cision. Does  any  man  imagine  that  such  a  case  as  this 
was  in  the  eye  of  Congress,  when  they  granted  the 
power  of  withdrawing  tlie  whole  public  treasure  from  the 
bank?  Can  it  be  for  one  moment  maintained,  that  Con- 
gress intended  tint,  in  such  a  case,the  Secretary  should 
compel  the  bank  to  adopt  his  own  opinion  by  the  ex- 
ercise of  a  power,  the  very  exertion  of  which  deranges 
the  currency,  interferes  with  the  industrj'^  of  the  peo- 
ple, and,  under  some  circumstances,  would  hazard  the 
safety  of  the  whole  revenue? 

The  Committee  think  it  cannot  admit  of  rational 
doubt,  that  if  Congress  had  intended  to  give  to  the  Se- 
cretary any  power  whatever,  not  directly  touching  the 
deposits  themselves,  not  only  would  it  have  specially 
pointed  out  the  cases,  but  it  would  also,  most  assuredly, 
have  provided  a  remedy  more  suitable  for  each  case. 
'I'he  nature  of  the  remedy,  therefore,which  is  prescrib- 
ed, clearly  shows  the  evils  intended  to  be  provided 
against. 

To  admit  (he  Secretary's  conduct  is  subject  to  no 
control  but  his  own  sense  of  the  general  interest  and 
convenience  of  the  people,  is  to  acknowledge  the  cx- 
istence,in  his  hands,  of  a  discretion  so  broad  and  unlimit- 
ed, that  its  consequences  can  be  no  less  than  to  subject, 
not  only  all  the  o|)erations  of  the  bank  and  its  officers, 
but  its  powers  and  capabilities,  perhaps  its  very  exis- 
tence to  his  individual  will.  He  is  of  opinion  that  the 
law,  creating  it,  is  in  many  of  \is provisions,  unconstitu- 
tional; he  may  not  unnaturally,  therefore,  esteem  it  to 
be  his  duty  to  restrain  and  obstruct  to  the  utmost  of 
his  power,the  operations  ofthose  provisions, thusdeem- 
ed  by  him  to  be  unconstitutional.  He  is  of  opinion,  that 
the  existence  of  such  a  powerful  moneyed  monopoly  is 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people.  It  would  re- 
sult from  this,  that  if  In  the  discharge  of  his  official  du- 
ty, he  is  to  follow  no  guide  but  his  own  sense  of  the  in- 
terest of  the  people,  he  might  feel  bound  to  counteract 
the  operations  of  this  dangerous  monopoly,  diminish  its 
circulation,  curtail  its  means,  and  prejudice  its  credit. 
To  accomplish  these  very  purposes,  and  these  alone, 
he  might  withdraw  the  deposits.  The  power  given 
him  by  Congress,  would  thus  be  used  to  defeat  the  will 
of  Congress,  in  one  of  its  most  important  acts,  by  dis- 
crediting and  otherwise  injuriously  i.ffecting  an  instltu- 
tioUjWhich  Congress  has  seen  fit  to  establish, and  which 
it  has  declared  shall  continue  with  all  its  powers  to  the 
expiration  of  its  charter. 

The  power  conferred  on  the  Secretary  is  a  trust  pow- 
er, and  like  other  trust  powers,  in  tlie  absence  of  ex- 
press terms,  setting  forth  the  occasions  for  its  exercise, 
it  is  to  be  construed  according  to  the  subject  and  ob- 
ject of  the  trust.     As  in  other  cases  of  the  deposit  of 


monies  in  banks,  the  primary  object  sought  to  be  ac- 
compllslied  by  Congress,  by  that  provision  of  the  char- 
ter now  under  consideration,  is  the  safe  keeping  of  the 
money.  The  Secretary's  trust,  therefore,  primarily  and 
piinclpally.  respects  this  safe  keeping.  But  another 
object  is  distinctly  disclosed  in  the  charter,  which  ob- 
ject is  intimately  connected  with  the  fund,  and  that  is 
its  transfer  and  exchange  from  place  to  place,  as  the 
convenience  of  Government  might  require.  "  The  Se- 
cretary's trust,  therefore,  respects  also  this  other  ob- 
ject thus  connected  with  the  fund;  and  when  either  of 
these  objects  requires  a  removal,  a  removal  becomes  a 
just  exercise  of  ills  autliority.  To  this  extent,  none  can 
doubt  the  existence  of  his  power.  If,  in  truth,  the  mo- 
ney is  believed  to  be  unsafe;  if,  in  truth,  the  bank  will 
not  grant  the  facilities  which  it  has  promised,  in  con- 
sideration of  receiving  and  holding  the  fund, then,  cer- 
tainly, it  ought  to  be  removed.  But  here  the  power 
must  stop  or  else  it  is  altogether  unbounded. — Here  is  a 
just  and  reasonable  limit,  consistent  with  tlie  character 
of  the  power,  consistent  with  the  general  duties  of  the 
Secretary,  and  consistent  with  the  nature  of  the  remetly 
provided. 

The  charter  of  the  bank  is  the  law:  it  is  the  ex- 
pressed will  of  the  legislature.  That  will  is,  that  the 
bank  sh;tll  exist,  with  all  its  powers,  to  the  end  of  its 
term.  That  will,  too,  as  the  committee  think,  is,  that 
the  public  deposits  shdl  continue  in  the  bank,  so  long 
as  they  ate.safe,  and  so  long  as  the  bank  fulfils  all  its  du- 
ty in  regard  to  them.  The  Secretary  assumes  a  broad- 
er ground.  He  claims  a  right  to  judge  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  bank  on  all  subjects.  Admitting  the  fund  to 
be  safe,  and  admitting  that  the  bank  has  performed  all 
its  duties  in  regard  to  it,  he  claims  an  authority,  never- 
theless, to  remove  the  deposits  whenever  he  shall  form 
an  opinion,  founded  on  the  conduct  of  the  bank,  in  any 
particular,  whatever,  and  however  unconnected  with 
the  public  monies,  that  the  general  interest  of  the  peo- 
ple requires  such  removal.  If,  in  ills  opinion,  it  dis- 
counts too  little,  or  discounts  too  much:  if  it  expands  or 
contracts  its  circulation  too  fu^t,  or  too  slow;  11  its  com- 
mittees are  not  properly  organized;  if  it  claim  dam- 
ages on  protested  bills,  whirh  it  ought  not  to  claim;  if, 
in  his  opinion,  still,  it  is  guilty  of  a  wrong  meddling  in 
politics,  or  if  it  do  any  thing  else,  not  consistent  with 
his  sense  of  the  public  interest;  he  has  a  right  to  vi- 
sit it  with  a  withdrawal  of  the  public  money  from  its 
custody. 

If  this  claim  of  power  be  admitted,  it  would  seem  to 
the  Committee  to  be  a  fair  result,  that  the  Secretary 
has  power  to  withdraw  the  deposits,  for  no  other  rea- 
son than  that  he  differs  with  Congiess  upon  its  consti- 
tutional autliority  to  create  any  bank,  or  upon  the  con- 
si  Itutionality  of  this  particular  bank,  or  upon  the  utility 
of  continuing  it  in  the  exercise  of  its  chartered  powers 
and  privileges  till  its  term  shall  expire. 

The  committee,  therefore,  are  of  opinion  that  it  was 
not  the  intention  of  the  Legislature  to  give  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  a  general  guardianship  over  the  pub- 
lic interests  in  all  m.atters  connected  with  the  bank;  but 
that  this  power  is  a  limited  one,  and  is  confined  to  the 
safety,  and  the  proper  management  of  that  portion  of 
the  public  interest  to  which  it  expressly  relates;  that 
is  to  say,  to  the  public  monies  in  deposit  in  the 
bank. 

But  the  extent  of  the  Secretary's  discretion,  as  as- 
serted by  Himself,  reaches  even  farther  than  the  wide 
range  which  the  committee  has  here  described.  It  is 
not  confined  to  the  protection  of  all  the  various  Inter- 
ests which  the  Government  of  the  country  have  in  the 
bank,  or  to  a  supervision  and  control  over  all  the  con- 
duct of  the  bank.but  it  embraces  all  branches  of  the  pub- 
lic interest,  and  touches  every  thing  which  in  any  way 
respects  tlie  good  of  the  people.  He  supposes  himself 
rightfully  to  possess  the  power  of  removing  the  depos- 
its wheneverany  causes,  springing  up  in  any  part  of  the 
whole  wide  field  of  the  general  interest,  may  appear  to 
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him  to  call  for  such  removal.  Notwithstanding,  he  may 
suppose  all  the  great  interests  confiileil  to  the  bank  to 
be  perfectly  safe;  notwithstancling  he  may  have  no  oc- 
casion to  complain  of  any  part  of  its  conduct;  notwith- 
standing', even,  it  may  so  have  demeaned  itself  as  to 
have  become  the  object  of  his  ftivorand  regard:  yet,  if 
his  construction  be  admitted,  he  may  remove  tlie  depos- 
its simply  because  he  may  be  of  opinion  that  he  might 
place  them,  with  a  prospect  of  still  greater  advantage, 
in  other  hands.  If  he  be  of  opinion  that  the  commerce 
of  the  country,  or  its  manufacturers  would  be  bem-fit- 
ted  by  withdrawing  the  public  money  from  one  bank 
and  placing  it  in  many,  that  would  be  an  exercise  of  au- 
thority entirely  within  the  limits  whicli  he  prescribes  to 
himself  It  would  be  a  case  in  which  lie  would  only 
follow  his  own  sense  of  what  the  general  interest  and 
convenience  of  the  people  required.  He  might  think, 
too,  that  by  withdrawing  .'dl  the  public  treasure  from 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  placing  it  in  the 
hands  of  twenty  or  thirty  State  banks,  to  remain  there 
during  his  pleasure,  and  to  be  drawn  thence,  again,  at 
his  will,  he  might  be  enabled  effectually  to  advance 
certain  other  objects  which,  whatever  others  might 
think  of  thefli,  he  might  consider  to  be  essential  to  the 
good  of  the  people.  All  this,  if  he  be  right,  is  within 
his  just  autliorily.  A  power,  necessarily  running  to 
this  extent,  is  a  power,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
which  can  never  be  admitted. 

Having  thus  expressed  an  opinion  upon  the  general 
extent  of  the  power  claimed  by  tlie  Secretary,  the  com- 
mittee proceed  to  consider  the  reasons  which  he  has  re- 
ported to  Congress  as  the  particular  grounds  on  which 
the  power  has  been  exercised  in  the  present  case. 

The  first  reason  assigned  by  the  Secretary,is  the  near 
approach  of  the  period,  when  the  bank  charter  will  ex 
pire.  That  period  is  the  4th  of  March,  1836,  more  than 
two  years  distant;  nearly  two  years  and  a  half  at  the 
time  of  the  removal.  Three  sessions  of  Congress,  are, 
in  the  mean  time,  to  be  holden;  and  inasmuch  as  the 
Secretary  himself,  says  that  "  the  power  over  the  place 
ot  the  deposits  for  the  public  money  would  seem  pro- 
perly to  belong  to  the  legislative  department  of  Go- 
vernment," the  committee  think  it  might  reasonably 
h  ive  been  expected  by  him,  that  Congress  would  not 
fail  to  make,  in  season,  suitable  regulations  on  a  subject 
thus  admitted  to  be  within  the  just  exercise  of  its  au- 
thority, and  properly  one  of  its  duties. 

Why,  then,  should  he  not  have  waited  till  Congress 
had  seen  fit  to  act  upon  the  subject,  or  had  manifested 
a  disposition  not  to  act? — The  matter  of  tne  deposits 
had  been  before  Congress  last  session,  and  Congress 
had  then  thought  no  provision  to  be  as  yet,  necessary. 
Its  undoubted  sense  was,  that  the  public  monies 
should  remain  were  they  were.  This  was  manifested  by 
proofs  too  clear  to  be  questioned.  Another  session  was 
fast  approaching;  and  why  was  not  the  whole  subject 
left  where  Congress  had  chosen  to  leave  it  at  the  end 
of  its  last  session,  to  await  the  free  exercise  of  its  legis- 
Jative  power  at  this  session? — It  might  have  been  fit  for 
the  Executive  to  call  the  attention  of  Congress,  at  this 
time,  to  the  necessity  of  some  legal  provisions  respect- 
ing the  future  custody  of  the  public  monies;  and  it  would 
dt)ubtless,  have  been  proper  for  Congress,wilhout  such 
call,  to  take  tip  and  consider  the  subject  at  its  own  sug- 
gestion; but  the  committee  see  no  reason  whatever,  in 
the  approaching  expir.ition  of  the  charter,  for  a  change 
so  sudden,  and  producing  such  important  effects,  made 
so  long  before  that  expiration,  at  a  time  when  Congress 
had  recently  had  the  subject  before  it;  and  when,  too, 
it  wa-s  again  about  to  assemble,  and  would  natm-ally 
have  reasonable  and  full  opportunity  to  adopt  any  ne- 
cessary legislative  provisions. 

The  Secretary  has  stated  no  reason  satisfactory  to  the 
committee,  for  not  deferring  this  important  step  until 
the  meeting  of  Congress.  He  sets  forth  no  emergency, 
no  sudden  occasion,  nothing  which,  in  their  judgment, 
made  imiTiediate  action  by  him  necessary. 


1  he  Sccret:iry  supposes  it  to  have  been  his  duty  to 
act  on  the  belief  that  the  bank  charter  would  not  be  re- 
newed; and  he  refers  to  recent  popular  elections  in  sup- 
port of  this  opinion.  'I  he  committee  believe  it  alto- 
gether unusual  for  reasons  of  that  kind  to  be  assigned 
for  public  and  official  acts.  On  such  subjects,  opinions 
may  be  very  various.  Different  and  opposite  conclu- 
sions may  be  drawn  from  the  same  facts  by  different 
persons.  One  man  may  think  that  a  candidate  has  been 
elected  on  account  of  his  opposition  to  the  bank;  anoth- 
er may  see  only,  that  he  has  been  chosen, notwithstand- 
ing such  opposition.  One  may  regard  the  opposition 
or  the  support  of  any  measuie,  by  a  particular  candi- 
date, us  having  been,  itself,  a  promoting  cause  of  the 
success  of  his  election;  another  may  esteem  it  as  a  for- 
midable objection,  overcome,  however,  by  more  pow- 
erful reasons;  and  others,  again,  may  be  of  opinion  that 
it  produced  little  or  no  effect  on  the  one  side  or  the  oth- 
er. lUit  if  inferences,  less  uncertain,  could  be  drawn 
from  such  occurrences,  the  committee  still  think,  that 
for  a  public  officer  to  presume  what  law  the  Legislature 
will  or  will  not  pass  respecting  matters  of  finance,  from 
the  election  of  a  particular  person  to  be  Chief  .Magis- 
trate, implies  a  consequence  from  such  election  which 
the  constitutional  independence  and  dignity  of  the  Le- 
gislatui-e  do  not  allow  to  be  admitted. 

But  if  for  this,  or  other  reasons,  the  Secretary  had 
persuaded  himself  that  the  charter  of  the  bank  would 
not  be  renewed,  still,  it  certainly  did  not  follow  that 
the  deposits  ought  to  be  removed  before  Congress  had 
decided  on  the  hands  into  which  they  should  be  trans- 
ferred, and  had  made  suitable  regulations  respecting 
thffiir  future  custody.  Ifthere  were  good  ground  for 
thinking  that  Congress  would  not  re-charter  the  hank, 
for  that  very  reason  there  was  equally  good  groiuid  for 
supposing  that  it  would  make  proper  and  suitable  pro- 
vision for  the  keeping  of  the  public  monies  elsewhere. 
How  could  the  Secretary  doubt  that  Congress  would 
omit  to  do  that  which  he  avers  to  be  one  of  its  appropri- 
ate duties'  The  question  is,  not  what  measures  Con- 
gress might  be  expected  to  adopt — whether  the  re- 
chartering  of  the  b;mk,  or  what  other  mea-ures;  but 
whether  it  ought  not  to  have  been  presumed  that  it 
would  adopt  some  measure,  and  that,  a  seasonable  and 
proper  one,  accoi-ding  to  its  power  and  its  duties; 
and  whether,  therefore,  this  anticipation  of  the  action 
of  Congress,  on  the  eve  of  its  session,  is  to  be  justi- 
fied. 

The  bank  charter  declares  that  the  deposits  of  the 
public  money  shall  be  made  in  the  bank  and  its  offices, 
and  that  the  bank  shall  continue  till  March,  1836. 
Where  does  the  Secretary  find  his  power  to  decide 
that  tlie  deposits  shall  be  so  made  but  for  seventeen 
years  from  the  date  of  the  charter,  instead  of  twenty? 
if  he  may  thus  withdraw  the  deposits  two  or  three  years 
before  the  expiration  of  the  charter,  what  should  re- 
strain him  fiom  exercising  the  same  authority  five 
years  before  its  expiration,  or  ten  years?  A  plain 
and  cogent  necessity,  the  existence  of  a  case  which 
admits  of  no  reasonable  doubt,  and  which  is  too 
urgent  for  delay  till  Congress  can  provide  for  it,  can 
alone  justify  an  interierence  with  the  public  monies 
lodged  in  the  bank  by  law  for  the  double  purpose  of 
safe  keeping,  and  fulfilment  of  solemn  contract. 

But  supposi!;g  it  not  reasonable  for  the  Secretary  to 
liave  expected  the  interpo.sition  of  Congress,  and  ad- 
mitting that  he  might  consider  the  withdrawing  of  the 
deposits  as  an  act  which  was  to  be  done  at  some  time 
by  himself,  how  can  it,  nevertheless,  be  argued  that  so 
early  and  so  sudden  a  withdrawal  was  necessary?  The 
committee  can  perceive  no  possible  reason  for  this  in 
any  state  of  fads  made  known  to  them. 

The  withdrawal  of  the  money  left  on  deposit  from  a 
bank  whose  charter  is  about  to  expire  is  naltu'ally  one 
of  the  things  longest  postponed.  It  is  as  safe 'the  last 
day  of  the  existence  of  the  bank, in  common  cases,  as  at 
any  previous  period.    The  bank  expects  the  recal  of  its 
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deposits  near  the  period  of  its  expiration,  and  prepares    it  to  be  corrected  by  withdrawing^  the  deposits?     What 
itself  accordingly.    I'lie  operation, if  made  gradually, pro- )  connexion  is  tliere  between  the  two  things?     It  is  not 


duces,  when  thus  conducted,  ti.e  least  possible  distur- 
bance in  the  business  of  the  community.  Former  expe- 
rience would  seem  to  have  held  out  a  salutarj  light  for 
the  guidance  of  the  Secretary  in  this  part  of  his  official 
duty. 

At  the  time  of  the  expiration  of  the  charter  of  the 
former  bank,  Mr.  Gallatin  was  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, and  the  public  deposits  were  in  the  bank.  The  char- 
ter of  the  bank  was  to  end  on  the  4th  of  .Viarch,  1811, 
and  it  does  not  appear  that  Mr.  Gallatin  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  make  any  provision  whatever  for  removing 
any  part  of  the  deposits,  except  by  drawing  on  them  fur 
the  common  uses  of  Government,  until  late  in  the  very 
month  preceding  the  expiration  of  the  charter.  A  large 
amount  of  these  deposits  remained,  indeed,  in  the  vaults 
of  the  bank  after  its  charter  had  expired,  and  until  they 
were  wanted,  in  the  general  operations  of  the  Treasu- 


pretended  that  this  mode  of  discounting  bills,  endan- 
gered the  deposits;  it  is  not  pretended  that  it  made  the 
bank  either  less  able,  or  less  willing,  to  perform  every 
one  of  its  duties  to  Government.  How  should  the  with- 
drawal of  the  deposits  then  be  suggested,  by  the  dis- 
covery  of  such  an  irregularity,  real  or  supposed?  The 
committee  are  not  able  to  perceive  the  least  propriety, 
in  applying  the  power  of  removal,  to  a  proceeding  of 
this  kind,  even  if  it  were  admitted  to  be  irregular  or  il- 
legal. But  is  the  practice  illegal?  It  is  believed  to  be 
not  at  all  unusual.  It  is  believed  to  be  quite  common 
in  banks  of  large  business,  for  bills  of  exchange,  which 
are  presented  every  day,  and  almost  every  hqur  in  the 
day,  to  be  discounted  either  by  a  committee  of  the  di- 
rectors, or  by  the  president,  or  even  other  officers;  act- 
ing under  such  general  orders  and  instructions  as  the 
directors,  at  their  staled  meetings,  prescribe.     A  large 


ry.   And  why  should  it  be  otherwise?    Why  should  that  !  board  of  directors  cannot    assemble    every   day,   per- 
be  done   suddenly   now,    which   the    Secretary  thinks  I  haps  not  oftener  than  twice  a  week.  If  bills  of  exchange 


could  not  be  done  suddenly  hereafter,  without  great 
convenience?  Is  it  not  the  just  inference,  from  his  own 
argument,  that  the  thing  should  not  have  been  done 
suddenly  at  all.  As  to  tlie  idea,  that  the  credit  of  the 
paper  of  the  bank  will  be  depreciated,  near  the  time  of 
the  expiration  of  its  charter,  or  that  it  would  be  incon- 
venient for  it,  at  that  time,  to  be  called  on  for  the  de- 
posits, the  committee  are  utterly  at  a  loss  to  see  the 
slightest   foundation  for  such  an  opinion.     Experience 


coidd  only  be  discounted  at  these  periodical  meetings, 
the  business  of  exchange  could  not  go  on  with  the 
promptitude  and  despatch  so  important  to  commercial 
men  in  such  transactions. 

The  committee  suppose  the  truth  of  these  remarks 
will  be  at  once  admitted  by  all  who  have  knowledge  of 
business  of  this  kind. 

The  general  management  and  control,  the  authority 
ofexamiiiing  and  supervising,  of  contracting  or  enlarg- 


is  against  it;  and  all  reason,  as  the  Committee  think,  is    ing  the  amount  of  daily  discounts,  according  to  the  state 


against  it  also.  There  is  nothing  to  render  it  in  any  !  of  the  bank,  and  of  giving  every  other  order  and  direc- 
degree  doubtful,  that  the  bills  of  the  bank  will  be  in  as  I  tion  on  the  subject,  still  remains  with  the  directors,  and 
good  credit  the   last  day  of  its  cliarter,  and  even  after    is  constantly  exercised  by  them.     They  still  manage 

y  shall  be  outstanding,  as  they  are  now,     the  affairs  of  the  bank,  in  the  language  of  the  charter, 

little  to  render  it  doubtful,  that  then,  as    i 


although  they  may  depute  to  a  committee  the  authority 


that  time, 
and  there 

now,  the  bank  would  be  competent  to  answer  all  de- j  of  inquiring  and  deciding  upon  the  credit  of  persons 
mands  upon  it.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  the  whose  n'lmes  are  on  the  bills  of  exchange  offered  for 
withdrawal  of  the  fund  was  both  unnecessarily  early,  discount,  and  on  the  rate  of  exchange,  ctirrent  at  the 
and  unnecessarily  sudden.  It  miglithave  been  made  gra- I  day.  The  legal  question  would  be,  whether  the  di- 
dually;  it  might  have  been  deferred;  and  it  might  have  I  rectors,  by  rule  or  by  law,  may  not  authorize  a  small 
been,  and  ought  to  have  been, as  the  Committee  think,  j  number  of  their  own  board  to  discount  bills.  The  bank 
not  ventured  upon  at  all,  until  the  attention  of  Congress  i  has  been  advised  that  it  might  rightfully  do  this;  and  if 
itself  had  been  called  to  the  subject.  The  Committee  j  it  be  not  clear  that  this  opinion  is  right,  it  is  certainly 
therefore  entirely  dissent  from  this  first  reason,  report-  |  far  from  clear  that  it  is  wrong,  and  in  this  state  of  the 
ed  by  the  Secretary.  They  see  nothing  which  proves  question,  the  general  practice  of  other  banks,  under 
to  them  the  existence  of  the  slightest  occasion  for'tak-  |  similar  provisions  in  their  c]iarters,may  well  relieve  the 


ing  this  important  step,  at  the  moment  it  was  takeni, 

So  far  as  it  depends  on  this  reason,  the  Committee 
think  the  removal  was  made  without  necessity,  without 
caution  or  preparation;  with  a  suddenness  naturally 
producing  mischievous  consequences,  and  in  unjustifia- 
ble anticipation  of  the  legislation  of  Congress. 

But  the  Secretaiy  thinks  there  are  other  reasons  for 
the  removal,  growing  out  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
affairs  of  the  bank  have  been  managed,  and  its  money 
applied, which  would  have  made  it  his  duty  to  withdraw 
the  deposits,  at  any  period  of  the  charter. 

Of  these  reasons,  thus  arising  from  the  alleged  mis- 
conduct of  the  bank,  the  first  is,  that  many  impoi-tant 
money  transactions  of  the  bank  are  placed  under  the 
control  of  a  Committee  of  Kxchange,  of  which  commit- 
tee, no  one  of  the  public  directors,  as  they  are  calledj-vis 
allowed  to  be  a  member,  instead  of  being  transacted  by 
a  board  of  seven  directors. 

This  charge  consists  of  two  parts;  first,  that  the  dis- 
counts of  bills  are  made  by  a  committee;  and  not  by  a 
quorum  of  the  board;  second,  that  the  public  directors 
are  not  allowed  to  be  of  this  conmiittee. 

First.  It  is  not  alleged  tliat,  in  the  discounts  of  bills 
by  this  committee, any  indiscretion  has  been  committed, 
or  any  loss  incurred,  or  that  in  consequence  thereof, 
any  facility  to  the  mercantile  community  has  been  with- 
held, or  any  duty  of  the  bank  to  the  Government  vio- 
lated. The  objection  is,  simply,  that  bills  are  discount- 
ed by  a  committee.  Supposing;  this  to  bo  an  irregulari- 
ty, or  illegality,  in  the  proceedings  of  the  board,  how  is 


directors  from  the  imputation  of  intentional  misman- 
agement. 

If,  in  all  this,  the  bank  has  violated  its  charter,  what 
other  banks  of  extensive  business  have  not  done  the 
same  thing? 

But  the  other  subject  of  complaint,  and  that  which 
seems  to  be  regarded  as  the  more  offensive  part  of  this 
regulation,  is,  that  the  public  directors,  as  they  are  call- 
ed, were  not  allowed  to  be  on  this  committee 

It  may  be  observed,  in  the  first  place,  that  if  the  dis- 
counting bills  of  exchange,  by  a  committee  instead  of 
a  whole  board  of  directors,  be  illegal,  it  woidd  hardily 
be  rendered  legal  by  placing  any  or  all  of  these  public 
directors  on  the  committee  as  members.  But  the  Sec- 
retary seems  to  suppose  that  there  was  some  particular 
object  in  this  exclusion  of  these  directors,  as  if  there 
had  been  something  wrong  to  be  done,  and  therefore 
secrets  to  be  kept  by  this  committee.  It  is  not  easy  to 
see  what  foundation  there  can  be  for  this  opinion.  All 
these  discounts  are  matter  of  record.  They  appear  ev- 
ery day  in  the  bo.iks  of  the  bank.  Every  director,  on 
or  off  the  committee,  sees  them,  or  may  see  them,  at 
pleasure.  There  is  no  secrecy,  nor  any  motives  for  se- 
crecy, so  far  as  this  committee  can  perceive.  Very 
proper  causes  may  have  existed,  for  aught  that  can  have 
been  known  by  the  Senate,  for  the  omission  of  these 
particular  directors  from  this  particular  committee. 
Their  services  might  have  been  deemed  more  useful  in 
other  committees,  or  however  respectable  in  general 
character,  or  however  useful  in  other  parts  of  the  di- 
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rection.  they  may  have  been  esieemed  not  so  well  ac- 
quuinted  as  others  wiih  the  business  of  foreign  and  do- 
mestic exchange.  And  even  ifthere  were,  or  are  oili- 
er causes  for  the  omission,  sucli  as  tend  less  to  prove 
the  existence  of  that  harmony  and  miiUial  respect  which 
it  is  so  desirable  shouKl  prevail  in  such  a  l)oard,  these 
causes  cannot  furnish  any  just  ground  for  asserting, 
either  that  the  business  of  exchange  was  illegally  con- 
ducted, or  that  the  constitution  of  the  committee  was 
proof  of  the  existence  of  any  motive  not  fit  to  be 
avowed.  _  -        _ 

But  the  Secretary  entertains  an  opinion  respecting 
the  character  and  duties  of  the  directors  appointed  by 
the  President  and  Senate, in  whicli  the  committee  do  not 
concur.  He  denominated  them  "  public  directors" — 
"ofHcersot  the  Government,"  &c. 

By  the  charter  of  the  bank  there  are  to  be  twenty- 
five  directors.  Of  those,  twenty  are  to  be  chosen  by 
the  individual  stoclcholdeis,  and  five  appointed  by  the 
President,  with  the  advice  ami  consent  of  the  Senate. 
As  the  Government  owned  one  fifth  of  the  stock  of  the 
bank,  it  was  judged  expedient  to  place  in  the  hands  of 
the  President  and  Senate  the  appointment  of  one-fifth 
of  all  the  directors.  But  they  are  not  called  directors, 
nor  officers  of  the  Government,  nor  public  agents.  Nor 
are  they  entitled,  so  far  as  the  committee  can  perceive, 
to  either  of  these  appellations,  any  more  than  the  other 
directors.  The  whole  twenty-five  directors  are  joint 
managers  of  a  joint  fund,  each  possessing  precisely  the 
same  powers,  and  charged  with  the  same  duties  as  eve- 
ry other. — They  derive  their  appointments,  it  is  true, 
from  diflerent  origins,  but  when  appointed,  their  au- 
thority is  the  same.  Tiiere  is  not  one  word  in  the  char- 
ter intimating,  in  the  remotest  manner,  that  the  five  di- 
rectors appointed  by  the  President  and  Senate  have  any 
particular  duty,  or  are  the  objects  of  any  peculiar  trust. 
The  charter  calls  them  not  Government  directors,  not 
public  directors,  but  simply  the  directors  appointed  by 
the  President  and  Senate.  They  are  placed  in  the  di- 
rectioa  to  consult  with  the  other  directors,  for  the  com- 
mon good  of  the  bank,  and  to  act  with  these  others,  and 
vote  with  them  on  all  questions  They  are,  what  the 
law  calls  them,  directors  of  the  bank,  not  agents  of  the 
Government.  They  are  joint  trustees  with  others,  in  a 
joint  interest.  If  any  thing  illegal  or  improper  takes 
place  in  the  board,  they  are  bound  to  resist  it  by  the 
duty  which  they  owe  the  individual  stockholders,  as 
much  as  the  duty  they  owe  by  the  Government;because 
they  are  agents  of  the  individual  stockholders  and  have 
the  same  authority  to  bind  them  by  their  acts,  as  to 
bind  the  Government;  and,  in  like  manner,  it  is  the  du- 
ty of  those  directors  who  are  appointed  by  the  indivi- 
dual stockholders,  to  give  notice,  as  well  to  Govern- 
ment as  to  the  stockholders,  if  any  thing  illegal  lakes 
place,  or  be  threatened. — All  those  directors  act  and 
vote  cogether  on  the  smallest  as  well  as  on  the  highest 
occasions;  and  by  their  joint  votes,  bind  tlie  corpora- 
tion, and  bind  both  the  Government  and  individual 
stockholders  to  the  extent  of  their  respective  interests 
in  the  corporal  ion. 

If  the  directors  appointed  by  the  President  and  Se- 
nate, had  been  excluded  by  the  charter,  from  any  p  a-t 
of  the  power  exercised  by  the  others;  if  it  had  been  for- 
bidden them  to  inierfere,  to  the  same  extent,  and  with 
the  same  effect,  as  the  rest,  in  the  common  business  of 
the  bank,  there  might  be  some  reason  for  that  suppos- 
ing an  uncommon  character,  a  character,  not  so  much 
of  action  as  of  supervision  and  inspection  was  intended 
to  be  conferred  on  ihem.  But  they  do  interfere,  and 
justly,  in  all  transactions  of  the  bunk.  They  do  vote 
and  act  on  all  subjects,  like  the  other  directors.  Being 
then  pDsessed  of  this  common  character  of  directors, 
and  enjoying  all  its  powers  to  the  fullest  extent,  the 
commitee  know  no  (orm  of  argument,  by  which  an  un- 
common and  extraordinary  character  is  to  be  raised  by 
construction,  and  superadded  to  the  common  character 
of  directors,  which  thus  already  belongs  to  them. 


By  granting  the  charter,  and  by  accepting  it,  the 
Government  on  one  hand, and  the  individual  stockhold- 
ers on  the  other,  liave  agreed,  that,  of  the  directors,  as 
joint  agents  of  all  parties,  the  stockholders  shall  appoint 
twenty,  and  the  Government  five.  The  interest  of  all 
parties  is  confided  to  this  joint  agency;  and  any  distinc- 
tion in  their  powers,  as  arising  from  ihtir  diflTerent 
modes  of  appointment,  is,  in  the  judgment  of  the  com- 
mittee, not  to  be  sustained.  They  regard  such  distinc- 
tion as  entirely  inconsistent  with  the  nature  of  the  agen- 
cy cieated,  and  as  deriving  not  the  least  countenance 
from  any  thing  contained  in  the  law. 

The  committee,  nevertheless,  to  avoid  misapprehen- 
sion, wish  to  repeat,  that  it  is  undoubtedly  the  duty  of 
the  directors  appointed  by  the  President,  and  of  all  di- 
rectors, to  give  notice,  both  to  Government  and  the 
stockholders,  of  any  violation  of  the  charts  r  committed 
or  threatened. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  thought  proper  to 
observe.that  the  measures  of  the  coinmittee  of  exchange 
are,  as  it  appears,  designedly  and  by  system,  so  arrang- 
ed as  to  conceal  from  the  ofiicers  of  the  Government 
transactions  in  which  the  public  are  deeply  involved. 
'I'his,  it  must  be  aditiitted,  is  a  very  serious  charge.  It 
imputes  a  corrupt  motive.  'I'he  committee  have  sought 
for  the  foundation,  either  in  evidence  or  argument,  on 
which  this  charge  rests.  They  have  found  neither. 
They  find  only  the  charge,  in  the  first  place;  and  then 
they  find  the  charge  immediately  stated  as  a  fact,  and 
relied  on  as  the  basis  of  other  charges. 

The  second  reason  specially  reported  by  the  Secre- 
tary as  arising  from  the  conduct  of  the  bank,  respects 
the  bill  of  exchange  drawn  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  on  the  Government  of  France,  and  purchased 
by  tlie  bank. 

The  gener.il  facts  connected  with  this  case  are 
these : 

By  the  late  treaty  of  indemnity  between  the  United 
States  and  France,  it  was  stipulated  that  the  French 
Government  should  pay  to  that  of  the  United  States 
twenty-five  millions  of  francs,  to  be  distributed  among 
those  American  citizens  who  had  claims  against  France 
for  the  unlawful  seizure,  capture  and  condemnation  of 
their  vessels  and  property,  the  whole  sum  to  be  paid  in 
annual  instalments  of  four  millions  one  hundred  and 
^ixty-six  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-six  francs.each 
into  the  hands  of  such  persons  as  shall  be  authorized  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  receive  it;  the 
first  instalment  to  be  paid  at  the  expiration  ol  one  year 
next  following  the  exchange  of  the  ratification. 

On  the  expiration  of  the  year,  the  Secretary  drew  a 
bill  of  exchange,  signed  by  himself  as  Secretary,  on  the 
French  Government  for  the  amount  of  this  instalment, 
and  sold  it  to  the  bank  like  any  other  bill  of  exchange, 
and  received  the  proceeds  by  credit  of  the  amount  to 
the  account  of  the  treasurer  in  the  bank. 
I  On  presentment  of  the  bill  at  the  French  Treasury, 
payment  was  refused;  the  bill  was  accordingly  duly  pro- 
tested, and  it  was  then  taken  up  by  a  third  person  for 
account  of  the  bank.  The  damages  accruing  on  this 
bill,  according  to  law  and  to  constant  usage  in  such  ca- 
se', are  one  hundred  and  fifty  eight  thousand  dollars. 

If  this  bill  had  been  transferred  by  the  bank,  as  pro- 
bably it  was,  the  bank  itself  would  have  been  answera- 
ble for  damages  even  at  a  higher  rate,  if  a  third  person 
had  not  taken  up  the  bill  forthe  honor  of  the  bank. 

On  receiving  information  of  the  protest  of  the  bill, 
the  officf  rs  of  the  bank,  as  was  their  duty,  gave  imme- 
diate notice  to  th-^  Treasury  Department,  and  acconi- 
p.inied  that  notice  with  the  inform.aion,  always  made 
in  such  cases.that  tlie  drawers  of  the  bill  would  be  held 
answerable  for  the  damages.  Such  is  the  substance  of 
the  facts  in  thisci.se. 

The  bank,  it  would  appear,  was  willing  to  collect 
the  bill  on  account  of  government,  and  to  credit  the 
treasury  with  the  proccetis  when  received;  a  course  of 
proceedings  which  had  this  to  recommend  it,  that  the 
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money  to  be  received  on  the  bill,  was  to  be  received  by 
the  Government  simply  in  trust  for  claimants  under  the 
French  treaty,  and  was  not  ultimately  destined  to  the 
ordinary  uses  of  the  Treasury.  On  the  contrary,  in- 
deed before  the  dishonor  of  the  bill  was  known,  it  had 
been  made,  already,  the  leg-al  duty  of  the  Secretary  to 
place  the  fund,  so  soon  as  received,  at  interest  for  the 
benefit  of  the  claimants. 

But  it  was  thoui^ht  best  to  sell  the  bill,  and  to  realize 
at  once  its  amount  into  the  Treasury;  and  the  bill  was 
sold  to  the  bank,  in  preference  to  others  ofFering  to 
purchase,  for  no  reason,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  except 
that  the  terms  of  the  bank  were  more  satisfactory.  '1  he 
bill  was  thus  purchased  by  the  bank,  and  its  proceeds 
credited  to  the  Treasury.  This  was  a  mere  transaction 
of  the  purchase  and  .sale  of  the  bill  of  Exchang-e.  There 
was  no  trust  confided  to  the  bank,  and  no  fiscal  agency 
in  the  whole  matter.  Indeed  the  ag'ency  of  the  bank 
had  been  declined,  the  Secretary  preferring  to  deal 
with  it  not  as  an  agent,  but  as  a  purchaser,  proposing 
to  it  not  to  collect  tlie  bill,  but  to  buy  it.  On  being  re- 
mitted to  Europe,  and  presented  for  payment,  the  bill 
was  protested.     By  the  universal  commercial  law, 


that  the  Secretary  holds  the  power  of  removal  as  a  per. 
fectly  arbitrary  power,  and  may  exercise  it,  by  way  of 
punishment,  whenever,  in  any  particular,  the  conduct 
or  the  opinions  of  the  bank  do  not  conform  to  his  plea- 
sure. 

The  Secretarj'  does  not  argue  this  matter.  He  offers 
no  reason  in  opposition  to  the  legal  right  of  the  bank  to 
the  damages  claimed.  Indeed,  he  hardly  denies  the 
right.  He  commences  his  observations  en  the  subject, 
by  .saying  that  tlie  ruling  principle  of  tlie  bank  is  its  own 
interest;  and  closes  them  with  another  declaration,  that 
asfiscal  agent  of  the  public,  it  availed  itself  of  the  dis- 
appointment of  its  principal,  for  the  purpose  of  enlarg- 
ing its  own  profits. 

Assertions  like  these,  however  else  they  may  be  dis- 
posed of,  cannot  be  made  subjects  of  argument. 

The  last  charge  preferred  against  the  bank,  is,  that 
it  has  used  its  means  with  a  view  to  obtain  political 
power,  and  thereby  secure  the  renewal  of  its  char- 
ter. 

The  very  statement  of  such  a  charge,  as  a  reason  for 
removing  tlie  deposits,  is  calculated  to  excile  distrust, 
in  the  wisdom  and  propriety  of  that  measure;  because 


Government,  on  the  occurrence  of  this  protest,  became  j  tlie  charge,  too  general  to  be  proved,  is  too  general,  al- 
amenable  to  the,  bank  for  the  amount  of  tl.e  bill,  with  i  so,  to  be  disproved;  and  s'nce  it  must  always  rest  main- 
damages.  These  damages  may  be  ultimately  claimed,  I  ly  on  mere  opinion,  it  might  be  made  at  any  time,  by 
with  justice  from  the  Frencli  Government,  if  the  bill  any  secretary,  against  any  bank.  It  would  be,  therefore, 
was  drawn  upon  sufficient  grounds,  and  on  proper  always  a  convenient  cloak  wnder  which  to  disguise  the 
authority;  in  other  vvords,ifthe  obligation  of  the  French     true  motives  of  official  conduct. 

Government  was  such  that  it  was  bound  to  accept  and  If  proof  be  made  nut  that  the  funds  of  the  bank  have 
pay  the  bill;  but  unless  there  be  something  in  the  case  ]  been  a]^plied  to  illegal  objects;  the  proper  mode  of 
to  vary  the  general  rule,  which  the  committee  do  not  j  dress  and  punishment  should  have  been  adopted,  but 
perceive,  these  damages  were  part  of  the  debt  which  I  what  has  this  to  do  with  the  deposits?  As  in  the  case 
had  become  due  to  the  bank,  as  much  as  the  principal  !  witli  the  French  bill,  the  Secretary  cannot  justify  the 
sum  of  the  bill.     If  this  be  so,  how  could  the  directors  '  removal  of  the  deposits  on  any  such  grounds  as  this,  un- 


relinquish  this  part  of  the  debt  any  more  than  the  othei  ? 
They  are  agents  for  the  corporation;  they  act  as  trus- 
tees, and  have  no  authority,  without  consideration,  to 
release, either  to  the  Government  or  to  individuals,debts 
due,  or  properly  belonging  to  the  corporation. 

it  has  been  suggested  that  the  bank  should  have  tak- 
en up  this  bill,  when  protested  on  Government  account. 
Two  answers  may  be  given  to  this  suggestion:  the  first 
is,  that  the  bill  had  been  taken  up  by  a  correspondent 
abroad  for  account  of  the  bank,  before  it  was  known  in 
the  United  States  that  it  had  been  protested:     The 


less  it  be  cnnceded  that  he  may  use  the  power  of  remo- 
val as  a  punishment  for  an}'  ofl'ence  of  any  kind  which 
tiie  bank,  in  bis  opinion,  may  have  committed.  The 
committee  have  already  expressed  the  opinion  that  no 
such  latitude  of  power  belongs  to  him,  and  the  assertion 
of  such  a  powLr,  lor  such  a  cause  as  is  now  under  con- 
sidtration,  shows  that  the  power  o\ight  never  to  belt- 
to  any  secretary,  because  the  offence,  on  account 
which  it  is  here  proposed  to  be  exercised,  is  a  political 
offence,  incapable  of  definition,  depending  merely  on 
the  Secretary's  opinion,  and  necessarily  drawing  into  its 


cond  is,  that  it  would  have  been  unlawful  for  the  bank  |  consideration  all  the  exciting  controverted  topics  of  the 
to  have  advanced  such  amount  to  the  Government,  or  1  day.  The  bank,  it  is  said,  "has  sought  to  obtain  politi- 
on  account  of  Government  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  j  cal  powei-. "  What  is  the  definition  of  such  an  offence 
this  bill,    or   for  any    other  purpose,    without    an    act    as  this?     What  acts  constitute  it'    How  is  it  to  be  tried? 


of  Congress.     1  he  express  words  of  the  charter  forbid 
it. 

But,  as  a  reason  for  removing  the  deposits,  it  appears 
to  the  committee  quite  immaterial  whether  the  bank  be 
right  or  wrong  in  claiming  these  damages.  It  wrong  it 
will  not  recover  them.  It  is  not  to  judge  of  its  own 
rights;  and  if  the  appropriate  tribunals  sha'U  decide  that 
the  bank  was  acting  on  this  occasion,  or  ought  to  have 
acted  as  the  agent  of  (Jovernment,  or  that  it  was  its  du- 
ty to  take  up  the  bill  on  account  of  Government,  then 
the  damages  will  not  be  awarded  to  it.  And  in  the  worst 
aspect  of  this  case,  how  can  its  conduct,  in  this  respect, 
be  any  possible  reason  to  justify  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posits? What  connection  has  this  occurrence  with  the 
safe  keeping  of  the  public  treasures,  or  with  the  remit- 
ting them  from  place  to  place,  to  meet  the  convenience 
of  the  Government,  according  to  the  duty  of  the  bank 
under  the  charter?     The  bank  thinks  it-elf  entitled  to 


Who  is  to  be  the  judge?  What  punishment  shall  follow 
conviction?  All  must  see  that  charges  of  this  nature 
are  but  loose  and  vague  accusations,  which  may  be  made 
at  any  time,  and  can  never  be  either  provtcl  or  dispro-  , 
ved;  and  to  admit  them  as  sufficient  grounds,  or  justify 
the  removal  of  the  deposits,  would  be  to  concede  to 
the  Secretary  the  possession  of  a  power  purely  arbi-  . 
trary. 

Tiie  m;iln  f;ict  relied  on  for  this  cause  of  removal! 
shows  how  extremely  unsafe  all  proceedings  on  any  such 
reasons  must  be.  'I  lie  main  fact  is,  that,  between  De- 
cember 1830,  and  December  1831,  the  bank  extended'! 
its  loans  twenty  millions  ofdolljrs;  and  it  is  further  al- 
leged that,  as  if  to  leave  no  doubt  of  the  motive  of  this 
extraordinary  conduct,  it  continued  to  add  rapidly  to 
its  loans,  until  in  May,  1832,  while  its  petition  for  renew- 
al was  pending,  those  loans  amounted  to  seventy  mil- 
lions.    And  the  Secretary  declares  that  this  extraordl 


damages  on  a  protested  bill,  purchased  and  held  by  itself  [  nary  increase  of  loans  made  in  so  short  a  space  of  time, 
and  drawn  by  government.  The  Secretary  of  the  Trea-  j  and  on  the  eve  of  a  contested  election  in  which  the  bank 
sury  thinks  otherwise.  If  there  be  no  reason  to  doubt  ]  took  an  open  and  direct  interest,  demonslr.ites  that  it 
the  sincerity  of  the  Secretary's  conviction,  tliere  is  as  was  using  its  money  to  o!}taln  ahold  upon  the  people  of 
little  to  doubt  the  sincerity  of  that  entertained  by  the  J  the  country,  to  induce  them,  by  the  apprehension  o! 
bank;  and  it  is  quite  inconceivable  to  the  committee  I  ruin,  to  vote  against  the  candidate  whom  it  desired  to 
that  the  pending  of  such  a  difference  of  opinion,  on  defeat.  This  is  strong  assertion,  but  so  far  as  the 
such  a  question,  should  furnish  any  reason  whatever  for  mi'tee  perceive,  it  is  assertion  merely.  It  is  but  the  Se- 
withdrawing  the  deposits,  unless  it  be  at  once  admitted  \  crctary's  own  inference   from  facts,   from  which  very' 


1834] 


DOCUMENTS  RELATING  TO  THE  REMOVAL  OF  THE  DEPOSITS. 


121 


acts  his  predecessors  in  office  have  drawn  no  such  con- 
clusions. 

This  great  extension  of  the  loans,  be  it  remembered, 
took  place  in  1831.  Why  was  it  not  then  complained 
of.'  How  sliould  it  have  escaped  the  vigilance  of  the 
Secretary  at  that  day,  at  the  time  it  took  place?  And, 
if  it  did  not  then  escape  his  vigilance,  why  did  he  not 
then  remove  the  deposits?  So,  also,  as  to  the  amount  of 
loans  in  May,  1832.  That  amount  was  perfectly  well 
known  at  tlie  time,  and  if  it  proved  any  offence,  why 
was  not  the  punishment  inflicted  then?  How  siiould  all 
other  Secretaries  have  slept  over  this  great  mischief 

It  might  further  be  well  asked,  what  evidence  is  there 
of  the  existenceof  any  such  motive  as  is  imputed  to  the 
bank  in  this  extension  of  its  loans?  There  is  no  evidence 
but  the  mere  fact  itself  of  the  extension,  and  it  cannot  be 
denied  that  other  very  different  reasons  for  the  exten- 
sion may  have  existed;  so  that  the  charge  is  proved  no 
otherwise  than  by  inferring  a  bad  motive  from  an  act 
lawful  in  itself,  and  for  which  good  reasons  may  have 
existed,  nor  is  it  either  acknowledged,  nor,  so  far  as  the 
committee  know,  proved  that  the  bank  took  an  open 
and  direct  interest,  as  a  corporation,  in  the  election  re- 
ferred to.  The  bank  certainly  was  much  interested  in 
certain  accusations  which  had  been  brought  against  it, 
and  which  became  subjects  of  public  discussion  during 
the  pendency  of  that  election.  It  had  been  charged 
with  great  misconduct  and  gross  violation  of  its  charter. 
These  accusations  must  undoubtedly  have  called  on  the 
directors  for  answer.  If  made  before  Cong'ress,  they 
were  to  answer  before  Congress;  if  made  judicially, 
they  wera  to  answer  in  the  courts;  if  made  in  an  official 
and  formal  manner,  and  in  that  manner  submitted  to  the 
judgmtnt  of  the  country,  the  directors  were  bound  to 
meet  them  before  that  country  by  every  fair  use  of  fact 
and  argument,  not  only  for  the  purpose  of  defending 
themselves  as  directors,  but  for  tlie  higher  purpose  of 
maintaining  the  credit  of  the  bank,  and  pro'.ecting  the 
property  entrusted  to  their  care.  If  in  tbus  defending 
the  bank  before  the  community,  the  directors  carried 
their  measures  beyond  this  fair  object  of  defence,  or  if 
they  resorted  to  dishonorable  or  indecorous  modes  of 
discussion;  if  they  sought  rather  to  inflame  than  to  rea- 
son;  if  they  substituted  personal  crimination  for  argu- 
ment, if,  even,  they  met  invective  and  violence  witii 
corresponding  invective  and  violence;  they  followed  bad 
examples,  and  are  not  to  be  justified. 

But  on  their  right  to  defend  themselves  before  the 
public  against  gr;ive  charges  brought  against  tliem  and 
urged  before  the  public,  the  committee  entertain  no 
doubt,  and  they  are  equally  clear  in  opinion  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  not  constituted  the  judge 
of  the  mode  of  exercising  this  right,  and  cannot  justly 
remove  the  deposits  merely  because  the  conduct  of  the 
bank,  in  this  particular,  has  not  happened  to  conform 
to  his  wishes. 

The  committee,  therefore,  consider  this  last  reason 
of  Ihe  Secretary  equally  insufficient  with  the  rest,  and 
they  regard  it  as  the  most  objectionable  of  all  in  its 
principle,  inasmuch  as  it  proceeds  on  grounds  which, 
if  admitted,  would  leave  a  very  high  official  duty  to  be 
exercised  from  considerations  connected  with  the  po- 
litical feehngs  and  party  contests  of  every  day,  with 
no  guide  but  the  individual  opinion  of  the  officer 
who  is  to  perform  the  act;  an  opinion  which,  it  is  pos- 
sible, may  itself  be  no  less  tinctured  with  political  mo- 
tive and  feeling  than  the  conduct  which  it  would  repre- 
hend. 

If  an  unlimited  power  be  conceded  to  the  Secretary 
to  inflict  penalties  on  the  bank  for  supposed  political 
motives  in  acts  legal  in  themselves,  whore  is  the  se- 
curity that  the  judge  may  not  be  found  acting  under 
the  same  impulses  which  he  imputes  to  the  party  ac- 
cused? 

The  committee  entertain  no  doubt  that  the  immedi- 
ate cause  of  the  existing  public  distress  is  to  be  found 
in  the  removal  of  the  public  deposits,  and  in  the  man- 
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ner  in  which  that  removal  has  been  made.  No  other 
adequate  cause  has  been  suggested;  and  those  who  jus- 
tify the  removal  do  not  so  much  deny  this  to  have  been 
the  cause,  as  insist  that  it  was  not  necessary  that  any 
such  effect  should  have  followed  from  it.  In  other 
words,  they  argue  that,  notwithstanding  the  remov- 
al, the  bank  still  possessed  the  power,  if  it  had  cho- 
sen to  exercise  it,  of  warding  off  the  blow  which  has 
fallen  on  the  country,  or  at  least  of  mitigating  its  seve- 
rity. 

Nothing  could  have  been  rationally  expected  but  that 
the  bank,  d  prived  of  the  deposits,  and  denounced  by 
the  Executive  Government,  would  f\;el  itself  called  on  to 
take  just  care  of  its  own  interest  and  its  own  credit. 
Of  the  means  necessary  to  the  attainment  of  these  ends, 
the  directors  alone  were  judges,  and  the  committee 
have  no  evidence  before  them  to  sliow  they  have  not 
exercised  theirjudgment  fairly, — and  with  a  real  solici- 
tude to  accommodate  the  commercial  community  in  the 
altered  state  of  things  as  far  as  has  been  practicable 
consistently  with  the  security  of  the  institution,  which 
it  is  equally  their  duty'to  the  public  and  the  stockhold- 
ers to  maintain.  Tliey  are  certainly  under  every  obli- 
gation of  duty,  in  the  present  distressed  stale  of  the 
country,  to  do  every  thing  for  the  public  relief  which 
is  consistent  with  the  safety  of  the  bank,  and  with 
those  considerations  which  the  approaching  expiratioa 
of  its  charter  makes  it  important  for  the  directors  to  re- 
gard. 

The  removal  Itself,  and  the  manner  of  effecting  it, 
are  causes  entirely  sufficient,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
committee,  to  produce  all  the  consequences  which  the 
country  has  experienced,  and  is  experiencing,  and 
these  consequences,  they  think,  are  to  be  referred  to 
these  causes  as  their  just  m-igin.  How  could  any  other 
result  have  been  expected?  The  amount  of  the  depos- 
its was  nine  millions  of  dollars.  On  this  amount  in  de- 
posit there  was  susta'ned,  no  doubt,  a  discount  of  far 
greater  magnitude.  The  withdrawal  of  this  sum  of  nine 
millions  from  the  bank  necessarily  compelled  it  to  di- 
minish its  discounts  to  the  full  extent  of  all  that  part 
which  may  be  supposed  to  have  been  sustained  by  it. 
It  is  to  be  remembered,  too,  that  this  was  done  .at  a  mo- 
ment when  business  of  every  kind  was  pressed  with 
great  activity,  and  all  the  means  of  the  country  fully 
employed. 

The  withdrawing  of  so  large  an  amount  at  such  a 
time,  from  hands  actually  holding  and  using  it,  could 
not  but  produce  derangement  and  pressure,  even  if  it 
had  been  immediately  placed  in  other  oanks,  and  if  no 
unfriendly  feeling,  and  no  want  of  confi  lence,  had 
attended  the  transaction.  But,  it  is  quite  obvious  that 
the  operation  to  which  the  Secretary  has  resorted  lias 
been  attended  with  both  these  additional  and  powerful 
causes  of  derangement.  It  has  created  unfriendly  feel- 
ings, and  it  has  diminished  confidence.  This  change  of 
the  deposits  is  made  on  the  strength  of  charges  .against 
the  bank  of  a  very  grave  and  aggravated  nature,  such 
as,  if  true,  would  most  seriously  affect  its  credit  for  sol- 
vency and  stability.  It  is  proclaimed  to  the  whole  world 
as  having  converted  itself  into  a  political  partizan,  mis- 
applied its  funds,  neglected  its  highest  duties,  and  en- 
tered on  a  career  of  electioneering  against  the  govern- 
ment of  the  country. 

These  serious  charges  necessarily  put  the  bank  on  its 
defence,  and  the  extraordinary  spectacle  is  exhibited  of 
a  warfare  by  the  National  Government  on  the  Na- 
tional Bank,  notwithstanding  that  the  Government  is 
itself  a  great  proprietor  in  the  bank,  and  notwithstand- 
ing that  the  notes  of  the  bank  are  the  currency  in 
wiiich  the  revenues  of  the  country  arc  by  law  receiva- 
ble. 

The  true  and  natural  relation  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  bank  is  altogether  reversed.  Instead  of 
enjoying  the  confidence  of^the  government, it  is  obliged 
to  sustain  its  most  serious  official  assault,  and  to  main- 
tain itself  against  its  denunciations.     The  banks  select- 
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ed  by  government  as  its  agents  are  themselves  thrown,  j  ry  to  consider  whether  there  be  any  difference  between 
perhaps  unwillingly,  into   an  attitude  of  jealousy  and   his  power  over  monies  already  in  the  bank, and  hispow 


suspicion  with  the  Rank  of  the  United  States.  1  hey  be- 
come cautious  and  fearful,  therefore,  in  all  proceedings; 
and  thus  those  who  should  co-operate  to  relieve  the 
public  pressure,  are  considering  mainly  tlieir  own  safe- 
ty. Fearful  of  each  otlier,  and  fearful  of  the  govern- 
ment, they  see  the  distress  continue,  with  no  power  of 
beneficial  interoosition. 

It  may  be  asked,  why  are  not  these  deposit  banks 
able  to  maintain  as  large  a  circulation  on  the  nine  mil- 
lions of  deposits  as  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates? 
And  will  they  not  be  thus  able  when  the  present  panic 
shall  have  subsided?  1  he  committee  think  both  the 
questions  easily  answered. 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States  has  a  credit  more 
general,  it  may  be  said  more  universal  than  any  State 
bank  does  possess.  The  credit  of  the  Bank' of  the 
United  States  is  equally  solid,  its  bills  and  notes  receiv- 
ed with  equal  confidence  for  the  purpose  of  circulation 
and  remittance,  in  every  quarter  of  the  country.  No 
paper  ciiculation,  so  far  as  the  Committee  know.which 
ever  appeared  in  the  world,  has  approached  nearer  to 
the  value  and  uniformity  of  a  specie  currency  than  the 
notes  and  bills  of  the  Baiik  of  the  United  States.  To  the 
State  banks  these  notes  and  bills  have  performed  the  of- 
fice of  specie.  All  the  State  banks  h.ave  discounted 
upon  the  possession  of  them,  with  the  same  freedom 
and  boldness  as  they  would  have  done  on  an  equal 
amount  of  the  precious  metals.  The  curtailment  of 
their  circulation,  therefore,  is  not  merely  a  withdrawing 
of  the  amount  curtailed  from  the  general  mass  of  circu- 
lation; it  is  removing,  rather  to  the  amount  curtailed, 
the  basis  of  the  general  circulation;  and  although  the 
actual  am.ount  of  notes  and  bills  has  not  bten  recently 
greatly  diminished,  there  is  reason  to  suppose  that  the 
amount  held  by  the  State  banks  has  been  greatly  di- 
minished. 

The  removal  of  the  deposits  has  operated  directly  on 
the  amount  of  the  circulating  medium  at  a  moment  when 
that  amount  could  not  bear  any  considerable  reduction 
suddenly  made,  without  producing  sensible  effect.  It 
has  ditninished  prices,  and.in  some  instances,  it  has  had 
this  eflf?ctto  a  very  material  degree.  It  has  operated 
on  the  internal  exchange,  and  has  most  manifestly, been 
attended  with  very  serious  and  heavy  inconvenience  in 
that  important  branch  of  the  national  interest.  More 
than  all,  it  has  acted  on  opinion ;  it  has  disturbed  the  ge- 
neral confidence,  it  has  weakened  the  public  faith  in 
the  sotindness  of  the  currency,  and  it  has  alarmed  men 
for  the  security  of  property.  As  yet,  we  hardly  know 
its  efficts  on  the  credit  of  the  country  in  Europe.  Per- 
haps it  is  not  easy  to  anticipate  those  effects;  but  if 
causes  which  operate  here  should  be  found  to  have 
been  efficient  there  also,  a  still  greater  degree  of  pres- 
sure and  distress  than  has  yet  been  felt  may  be  ex- 
ptcted. 

The  committee,  therefore,  cannot  but  regard  the  re- 
.moval  of  the  deposits,  on  the  whole,  as  a  measure  high- 
ly inexpedient,  and  altogether  unjustifiable.  The  pub- 
lic monies  were  safe  in  the  bank.  This  is  admitted. 
All  the  duties  of  tlie  bank  connected  with  these  public 
monies  were  faithfully  discharged.  This,  too,  is  admit- 
ted. 1  he  subject  h,ad  been  recently  before  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  that  House  had  made  its 
opinion  against  the  removal  known  by  a  very  unequivo- 
cal vote.  Another  session  of  Congress  was  close  at 
hand,  when  the  whole  matter  would  ag;iin  come  before 
it.  Under  these  circumstances,  to  make  the  removal, 
with  the  certainty  of  creating  so  much  alarm,  and  of 
producing  so  much  positive  evil  and  suffering,  such  de- 
rangement of  the  currency,  such  pressure  and  distress 


er  to  suspend  future  deposits.  The  committee  forbear, 
Iso,  to  consider  the  propriety  of  the  measures  adopted 
by  tlie  Secretary,  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  public  mo- 
nies since  their  withdrawal  from  the  Bank.  They  for- 
be.ar,  too.from  entering  into  any  discussion,  at  present, 
of  the  course  of  legislation  proper  to  be  adopted  by 
Congress  under  the  existing  st.ate  of  things.  In  this  re- 
port, they  have  confined  their  consideration  to  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposits,  the  reasons  assigned  first,  and  its 
immediate  consequences;  and  on  these  points  they 
have  formed  the  opinions  which  have  now  been  express- 
ed. 

They  recommend  to  the  Senate  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution  which  has  been  referred  to  them. 


SYSTEM  OF  GENERAL    EDUCATION. 

(.Continued  from  page  103.) 

APPENDIX. 

Circular  addressed  to  the  Governors  of  Maine,  New- 
Hampshire,  Connecticut,  New  York,  and  Ohio. 

The  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  now  in  session,  ha- 
ving appointed  a  joint  committee  of  both  Houses,for  the 
purpose  of  arranging  a  suitable  plan  of  general  educa- 
tion in  this  Commonwealth;  that  committee,  knowing 
the  great  importance  of  the  subject  entrusted  to 
them,  and  anxious  to  obtain  information  from  every 
quarter,  where  systems  have  been  long  in  operation, 
respectfully  solicit,  through  their  chairman,  an'.wers  to 
the  following  questions,  and  such  remarks  upon  points 
that  have  a  bearing  on  the  subject,  as  your  Excellency 
may  have  the  goodness  to  give. 

1.  Have  you  a  school  fund  sufficiently  large  to  meet 
the  expense  of  your  system,  witliout  resorting  to  tases.^ 

2.  How  large  is  the  school  fund? 

3.  If  you  tax  how  is  the  tax  laid? 

4.  What  number  of  scholars  of  both  sexes? 

5.  Is  the  system  universal;  and  if  so,  do  the  rich  avail 
themselves  of  it? 

6.  Are  your  teachers  formed  or  prepared  in  the  com-  - 
mon  schools,  or  have  you  model  schools  for  them? 

7.  What  is  the  average  annual  salary  of  those  teach- 
ers, and  what  the  cost  per  head  of  the  scholars? 

8.  What  is  the  mode  of  instruction;  whether  by  the 
system  of  Lancaster,  or  in  the  usual  way? 

9.  What  branches,  if  any,  do  your  laws  direct  to  be 
taught,  beyond  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic;  and  at 
what  age  are  the  children  admitted  and  dismissed? 

10.  How  does  your  plan  work?  is  it  susceptible  of 
improvement;  if  so,  in  what  way? 

11.  How  many  scholars  compose  a  school? 

12.  Are  the  two  sexes  taught  together;  and  if  not, 
are  males  or  female  teachers  employed  for  the  instruction 
of  the  girls? 

13.  Does  your  plan  oblige  each  township,  or  school 
district,  to  furnish  funds  of  equal  amount  to  those  fur- 
nished by  the  Legislature,  or  arising  from  the  school 
fund? 

14.  Is  manual  labour  in  any  way  connected  with  your 
system  of  instruction? 

15.  Are  your  schools  kept  open  all  the  year;  if  not, 
how  mmy  months? 

Finally.  May  I  ask  of  your  Excellency,  a  copy  or  an 
abstract  of  your  school  laws,  and  such  observations  and 
suggestions  as,  in  your  opinion,  may  aid  the  joint  com- 
mittee in  executing  the  important  trust  confided  to 
them?  particularly  in  relation  to  the  amount  of  the 
school  fund  annually  expended;  its  competency  to  give 
a  rudimental  education;   and  the  mode  of  its  adminis- 


.,.  uU  the  branches  of  the  business  of  private  life,  is  an  I  tratinn,  disbursement,  &c, 

act  which  the  committee  think  the  Senate  is  called  on        With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

to  disapprove.     The   reasons  which  have  thus  been  Your  most  obedient, 

stated  apply  to  the  whole  proceedings  of  the  Secretary  ;  _      SA  MUEL  BRECK, 

relating  to  the  public  deposits,  and  make  it  unnecessa- '  Chairman  of  Joint  Committee. 
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Letter  from  Rev.  Dr.  George  Junkin,  Preside  nt  of  'the 
Liifayelte  College  at  Easton." 

To  Samuel  Breck,  Esa. 

Chairman  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Education, &c. 

Sir:  Viewing'  your  committee  as  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting ever  riised  by  the  legislature  of  my  native 
State,  and  feeling  a  deep  concern,  in  the  success  of 
your  pi  ins  and  objec's,  and  hoping,  that  a  few  remarks  j 
on  the  only  two  queries  in  your  letter  on  which  I  feel 
myself  in  any  peculiar  degree  qualified  to  descant,  1 
submit  them  with  great  pleasure. 

The  queries  to  which  1  allude  are  the  6lh  and  14th. 
The  former  of  these,  to  wit:  "Are  your  teacliers  form- 
ed or  prepared  in  the  common  schools,  or  have  you 
model  schools  for  them,"  introduces  the  great  subject 
of  supplying  the  leading  desideratum  in  a  svstemofj 
common  schools,  viz:  competent  teachers.  Had  we  a 
million  a  year  in  our  school  funl,  still  the  means  do  not 
exist,  properly  qualified,  to  meet  the  necessities  of  tlie 
country.  They  are  yet  to  a  great  degree,  to  be 
taught  and  trained.  How  shall  this  be  effected.  He 
who  will  return  the  best  response  to  this  enquiry  will 
be  a  public  benefactor. 

In  prosecuting  this  enquiry,  it  may  be  best  to  state 
distinctly  the  thing  desired,  or  in  other  words,  to  de- 
fine a  good  teacher.  And  I  suppose  three  qualifications 
to  be  indispensable,  viz:  1st.  The  art  of  governing  a 
school.  2nd.  I  he  art  of  communicating  knowledge. 
3d.  The  knowledge  to  be  communicated. 

These  are  set  down  in  what  I  take  to  be  the  order 
of  their  importance,  but  they  are  all  equally  indispen- 
Siible.  The  last,  or  mere  science  without  the  art  of 
communicating  it,  is  a  nullity  except  to  the  possessor. 
The  second  art  is  dependent  on  the  first:  if  he  cannot  so 
govern  as  to  command  respect,  and  vnn  upon  affection, 
he  cannot  find  access  to  the  understanding,  and  conse- 
quently, he  cannot  teach  it,  to  develope  its  own  pow- 
ers. 

Now,  if  we  suppose  the  existence  of  an  ordinary 
judgment  and  perception  in  one  destined  to  be  a  teach- 
er, it  must  be  evident,  that  his  capacity  to  train  other 
inind^,  will  very  much  depend  upon  the  systematic  ac- 
curacy, to  which  his  own  has  been  subjected  in  its  train 
ing.  The  art  of  communicating  must  be  deeply  affect- 
ed by  the  practice  of  acquiring,  and  the  habits  formed 
by  that  practice. 

These  remarks  all  go  to  evince  the  necessity  of  a 
model  school  in  which  shall  be  taught  the  science,  that  is, 
the  knowledge  of  letters  and  other  things,  to  be  taught 
to  the  children  in  our  common  schools,  and  the  arts  of 
communicating  and  governing.  It  does  appear  to  me 
impossible,  to  obtain  the  right  kind  of  teachers,  and  in 
adequate  numbers  without  it. 

This  point  settled,  our  next  business  is,  to  settle  the 
plan  of  obtaining  this  object.  And  here  I  know  of  but 
three  projects: 

1.  A  manual  labour  academy  near  Harrisburg,  under 
the  immediate  direction  of  the  state  authorities,  in 
which  100  of  the  future  teachers  are  to  be  pupils. 

This  project  is  liable  to  some  difficulties  and  objec- 
tions. 
1.  It  must  be  expensive;  a  farm  of  100  acres 

will  cost  glO.OOO 

The  necessary  buildings,  20,000 

Four  professors,and  a  superintendent  of  the 

farm,  another  of  the  mechanical  branches, 
and   a   general  business   agent,   will  cost 

yearly  $5,000,  equal  to  a  capital  of  100,000 

The  farm  Slock  must  cost  1,000 

The  tools  ana   stock  in  trade  of  three  or 

four  mechanical  branches,  12,000 


The  amount  necessary  to  be  invested. 


,«;u3,ooo 


Now,  if  the  tuition  be  gratuitous,  as  is  contemplated 
in  this  plan,  J'ou  have  nothing  to  set  aga  nsl  this  ex- 


penditure as  a  draw  back,  but  the  profits  of  the  farm 
and  shops. 

The  farm  profits  cannot  be  estimated  at  more  than 
five  per  cent   on  the  investment,  s;iy  g5lJ0. 

Tiie  profits  in  the  mechancal  departments  must  be- 
long to  the  pupils,  or  you  will  have  none.  If  they  are 
not  paid  for  their  labour  they  cannot  be  expected  to 
perform  it;  for  the  mere  gratuity  of  tuition  is  not  equal 
to  three  hours  per  day  at  labour.  Deduct,  then,  the 
principal  of  ^500,  or" §510,000  off,  and  vour  academy 
for  100  pupils  stands  the  State  in  $133,000. 

2.  Another  difficidty  wovdd  be  found  in  conducting 
such  an  establishment  by  State  autlionty  directly,  in 
preserving  it  free  from  the  fluctuations  of  poll (ical  feel- 
ing and  party  purposes. 

3.  A  third  objection  is,  the  expense  necessarily  in- 
curred by  young  men  in  travelling  from  the  extreme 
borders  of  the  State,  to  any  one  point.  Should  the  pro- 
posed academy  have  two  vacations  in  the  year,  the  dis- 
tant student's  travelling  expenses,  alone,  could  not  fall 
much  short  of  ;S100. 

4.  Agreat  difRcnlly  must  arise  in  determining  who  shall 
avail  himself  of  the  benefits  of  the  proposed  academy. 
To  meet  this,  it  has  been  proposed  'hat  they  sball  be 
sent  in  the  ratio  of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. But  still  the  difficulty  exists.  If  to  enter 
this  academy  be  an  object  of  de-i;-e,  there  will  be  ten 
applicants  from  a  county  entitled  to  'only  one.  Who 
shall  determine  the  question?  Can  it  be  determined 
without  favoritism? 

5.  But  the  worst  of  all  the  objections  is  its  inade- 
quacy; and  tliis  in  two  respects: 

First — as  to  numbers.  If  the  school  teachers'  course 
requires  two  years,  (and  less  it  cannot  well  be,)  then 
this  academy  cm  turn  off  into  the  field  of  service  but 
fifty  in  a  year.  But  the  State  needs^ye  thousand  teach- 
ers, which  it  would  require  one  hundred  years  to  fur- 
nish. 

Secondly — The  proposed  academy  would  prove  inad- 
equate for  another  reason,  viz:  it  cannot  furnish  the 
requisite  practical  training.  The  future  teachers  are 
here  themselves  pupils,  and  they  are  not  supposed  to 
be  children,  but  youth  approaching  to  manhood.  Now 
the  business  of  teaching  and  governing  children,  such 
as  exist  in  common  schools,  is  quite  different  from  go- 
verning and  teaching  young  men,  and  therefore,  the 
young  men  here,  would  not  see  and  participate  in  the 
j  libors  of  a  school.  They  would  not  learn,  practically, 
I  what  it  is  to  manage  a  common  school.  This  last  ob- 
I  jection  lies  with  equal  force  against  the 
I  Second  Project,  I  heard  raised  on  this  subject,  viz: 
I  The  establishment  of  model  schools,  without  manual  la- 
bour, where  the  future  teachers  shall  be  taught  on  the 
best  plans.  We  have  settled  the  question  of  model 
schools.  They  are  necessary;  and  chiefly  with  refer- 
erence  to  the  practical  training  in  the  difficult  miitters 
of  government  and  discipline:  and  without  an  actual 
school  of  children,  you  have  no  model  at  all,  be  the 
building  and  fixtures  and  apparatus  and  teacher  never 
so  perfect.  The  very  idea  of  a  model,  implies  a  pat- 
tern, or  example,  set  before  the  persons  to  whom  it  is  a 
model.  If  he  himself  is  an  integral  part  of  the  school — 
a  pupil  in  it — it  cannot  be  to  him  a  model.  There  lies 
then  in  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  this  necessity,  to 
wit:  You  must  have  a  school  to  teach  the  science,  and 
another  school  to  teach,  by  the  living  thing  itself,  the 
arts  of  government  and  practical  details.  Now  these 
are  furnished  in  the  only  remaining,  or 

Third  Project,  or  plan,  which  is  that  of  establishing 
in  the  existing  colleges  of  our  state,  model  schools,  and 
a  teacher's  course. 

This  project  has  in  its  favor,  the  plea  of  perfect  sim- 
plicity, and  may  be  explained  in  a  few  words: 

1.  Let  eacli  college  fix  upon  a  liberal  course  of  stu- 
dies for  school  teachers,  and  constitute  a  new  degree  in 
graduation. 

2.  Let  a  common  school,  to  be  kept  full  of  children 
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from  the  neighborliood,  in  every  respect,  such  as  is  de- 
sirable to  see  established  in  every  district  of  the  slate, 
be  established  contiguous  to  the  college  buildings,  which 
school  shall  be  a  model  in  its  buildings,  ils  fixtures,  desks, 
books,  apparatus,  rules  and  regulations  and  mode  of 
management. 

3.  Let  the  candidate  for  the  collegiate  honor  of  a 
school  teacher's  diploma,  be  in  every  respect,  on  the 
same  footing  in  college  with  other  students — study  in 
the  same  class,  his  own  particular  branches— submit  to 
the  same  system  of  disciphne,  &c.,  and  let  him  in  addi- 
tion to  these,  spend  a  part  of  every  day  in  the  common 
school,  as   a  spectator,  and  occasionally  as  an  assistant. 

4.  When  he  shall  have  completed  his  course,  which 
will  take  two  years,  let  him  pass  a  final  examination, 
and  if  approved,  recei\e  the  honorable  testimonial  of 
the  board  of  trustees. 

5.  Let  every  teacher  thus  qualified,  who  shall  teach 
within  the  slate,  receive,  besides  the  provisions  made 
for  his  support  by  the  people,  a  yearly  allowance 
from  the  school  fund,  for  every  year  he  shall  teach  in 
one  place. 

Such  is  the  plan.     Let  us  look  at  its  advantages. 

And  First — It  effectually  guards  against  the  imposi- 
tion practised  by  incompetent  teachers. 

Second— Vl  v/WX  cost  but  little.  Any  college  in  the 
state,  if  in  operation,  might  establish  such  a  system,  at 
an  expense  not  exceeding  §2,000. 

Third — The  ninnbeis  that  miglit  thus  be  prepared 
for  service.  Without  any  increase  of  professors,  ex- 
cept the  teacher  of  the  model  school,  whose  support 
would  perhaps  come  wholly  from  the  parents  of  the 
children,  each  college  might  instruct  fifty  such  students 
in  addition  to  their  present  numbers.  This  would  usher 
forth  twenty-five  per  year,  which,  if  the  eight  colleges 
of  the  state,  were  in  operation,  would  furnish  two  hun- 
di'cd  well  trained  teachers  every  year. 

Fourth — It  will  secure  adequate  talents  in  this  most 
important  department  of  the  public  service.  Here  lies 
a  great  difficulty.  Men  of  talent  will  not  pursue  school 
teaching  as  a  business  of  life.  It  is  only  pursued  as  a 
stepping  stone  to  more  honorable  and  profitable  pur- 
suits. And  why.'  Simply  because  it  is  not  honorable 
or  profitable. 

It  is  a  maxim  in  political  economy,  that  if  you  create 
a  demand  for  any  article;  you  will  bring  that  article  into 
the  market.  Create  a  demand,  i.  e.  offer  a  price  for 
talents  in  this  department,  and  if  it  be  not  disreputable 
you  will  have  them.  Besides,  if  you  elevate,  agreeably 
to  this  plan,  school  teaching  to  the  dignity  of  a  learned 
profession,  you  make  it  honorable,  and  men  of  true 
honor  will  enter  it  with  a  view  to  permanency.  But  so 
long  as  the  phrase,  "an  old  school  master,"  is  a  term 
of  reproach,  we  shall  find  difficulty  in  retaining  the  tal- 
ents of  the  country,  in  the  country's  most  important 
service. 

Fifth — It  binds  the  extreme  interests  of  education 
into  "a  perfect  unity.  This  has  long  appeared  to  me  a 
desideratum.  It  meets  one  of  the  evils,  inseparable 
from  two  entirely  distinct  organizations  in  the  system  of 
public  instruction.  Let  your  collegiate  institutions  be 
entirely  separate  and  dissociate  from  the  common 
schools,  and  the  tendency  is,  to  create  a  feeling  in  both 
of  separation,  yea,  of  contrariety  of  interests.  And  it 
is  obvious  that  the  results  are  anti-republican.  They 
create  higher  and  lower  ranks  of  classes  in  the  commu- 
nity. Indeed  this  feeling  already  exi.sts.  I  have  been 
grieved  to  see  its  effects  on  the  minds  of  some  of  our 
most  valued  friends  in  the  education  cause,  and  I  have 
deprecated  ils  effects.  T  he  rich,  to  whom  alone  college 
education  is  ordinarily  accessible,  are  thus  separ.ated 
from  the  poor,  who  are  able  to  go  no  higher  than  the 
common  school.  Now,  the  pi'oject  before  us  brings  an 
antidote  to  this  schismatic  prison.  It  links  the  extremes 
together.  The  school  teacher  goes  forth  from  the  midst 
of  a  large  circle  of  college  acquaintances,  a  profession- 
al man.     He  carries  with  him  to  the  labours  of  his  most 


important  avocation,  all  the  kindly  feelings,  and  cher- 
hes  the  pleasant  recollections  of  his  college  friends. 
His  former  associates  settle  around  him  in  the  other 
earned  professions;  their  friendships  are  kept  up;  their 
intimacies  lead  them  to  occasional  visits.  The  lawyer, 
the  physician,  the  cL  rgyman  call  upon  their  profession- 
al friend  in  his  school;  enquire  into  his  success,  views 
and  prospects;  at  his  request,  examine  the  school  and 
make  such  remarks  upon  the  performance, as  may  have 
the  best  effect.  Thus,  the  very  pupils  couceivea  strong 
feeling  of  interest  in  the  friend  of  their  teacher,  and  all 
the  stimulating  result  of  a  public  examination,  is  the  re- 
sult of  a  friendly  call.  They  feel  more  respect  for  their 
teacher  from  the  very  fact  that  gentlemen  of  education 
and  standing,  pass  him  not  by  in  contempt. 

./2  Sixth  happy  result  from  this  plan  would  be,  the 
eliciting  the  best  talents  in  the  country.  Your  teachers, 
thus  associated,  would  have  frequent  opportunity  of 
inviting  attention  to  the  particular  pupils  who  might 
display  genius,  and  of  obtaining  the  opinions  of  men 
competent  to  judge  correctly  on  the  questions  of  en- 
couraging their  parents  to  send  them  to  higher  semina- 
ries. Thus  the  school  becomes  more  efficiently,  what, 
in  any  system,  it  must  necessarily  be  in  some  degree — 
a  nurserj'  for  the  college:  The  tendency  is  to  union. 

The  14th  query  in  your  paper,  brings  up  the  subject 
of  manual  labour  in  common  schools.  Is  it  practicable 
and  expedient.'  I  think  it  is  both;  and  for  the  simple 
reason,  that  it  has  been  long  practised,  and  the  good 
sense  of  a  large  portion  of  the  population  of  our  State, 
has  awarded  the  verdict  of  its  expediency.  It  must,sir, 
be  known  to  you,  and  the  committee,  that  a  very  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  best  village  schools  for  females, 
are  manual  labour  schools.  Labours  api^ropriate  to 
their  sex,  are  performed  by  a  large  number  of  our 
daughters,  as  a  part  of  the  system  of  common  school 
training. 

But  can  boys  be  brought  under  the  same  system.'  Why 
not.'  Is  there  less  stamina,  physical,  intellectual  or 
moral,  in  the  son  than  in  the  daughter  of  the  same  pa- 
rents.' Shall  the  sister,  of  slender  form,  be  profitably 
employed  from  one  to  three  hours  per  day,  in  labours 
adapted  to  her  constitution  and  sphere  of  action  in  fu- 
ture life:  and  shall  her  brother,  of  vigorous  native  pow- 
ers, be  incapable  of  a  correspondent  application  of 
them.' 

I  have  often  thought,  and  do  still  believe,  that  the 
true  reason  of  the  fact,  that  in  village  and  country 
schools,  boys  are  more  difficult  to  manage  than  girls,  is 
to  be  found  in  this  very  difference  in  their  treatment. 
The  time  expended  by  the  latter  at  the  needle,  in  and 
out  of  school  hours,  is  too  often  expended  by  the  form- 
er in  idleness,  and  consequently  in  the  acquisition  of 
vicious  habits.  The  difference  undoubtedly  does  exist, 
and,  to  my  mind  it  is  a  moral  and  mental  phenomenon, 
much  more  satisfactorily  accounted  for  on  the  above  '1 

principle,  than  on  the  hypothesis  of  any  original  differ- 
ence in  the  natural  qualities. 

It  may  be  enquired — if  manual  labour  has  been  found 
profitable  for  the  one  sex,  why  has  it  not  been  introduc- 
ed into  schools  for  the  other.'  The  proper  answer  to 
this,  is  found  in  the  circumstance,  that  the  furnishing 
of  the  means  to  boys  for  labour,  must  be  attended  with 
considerable  expense.  In  the  summer,  they  may  rea- 
dily be  employed  in  the  garden  and  on  the  farm.  For 
this  purpose,  1  would  have  every  school  premises  in 
small  villages  and  country  places,  to  consist  of  some  6 
or  10  acres  of  land,  a  teacher's  dwelling  and  small  barn, 
and  a  school  house  with  basement  story,  and  perhaps 
garrett,  fitted  up  for  shops.  Thus  furnished,  an  inge- 
nious and  enterprising  teacher,  especially  if  he  have 
graduated  in  a  Fellenberg  college,  with  the  labour  of 
his  boys  for  one  hour  and  a  half  per  day,  would  find  lit- 
tle difficulty  in  raising  the  entire  sustenance  for  his  fa- 
mily, and  his  boys  will  be  saved  the  mischievous  conse- 
quences of  idleness,  whilst  they  will  learn  much  that 
may  be  of  great  advantage  to  them  in  future  life. 
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In  winter  they  may  be  employed  in  manufiictunn,^ 
corn  brooms,  matts,  hny  forks,  rakes,  &c.,  accordin.^  to 
the  wants  of  the  neighborhood.  The  advantag'e  of  this 
system  would  be 

1.  Security  to  health,  by  systematic  exercise,  free 
from  the  violence  which  emulation  at  play  often  pro- 
duces. 

2.  Security,  to  some  extent,  against  the  heart-burn- 
ings, jealousies  and  quarrels  which  generally  grow  out 
of  rivalry  at  play. 

3.  Security  against  the  greatest  of  all  obstacles  to 
success  in  teaching, — fialiits  of  idleness. 

4.  The  practical  illustration  of  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant lessons  that  can  be  taught  a  child,  viz:  Let  all 
your  powers  be  expanded  in  doing  good. 

5.  The  immense  benefits  which  must  result  from 
the  formation  of  hahits,  under  the  direction  of  tiiis  prin- 
ciple. 

6.  The  saving  of  expense,  After  the  first  invest- 
ment, a  small  salary  would  make  the  teacher  comforta- 
able. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect  for  yourself 
personally,  and  your  valued  fellow  labourers,  1  submit 
these  hasty  remarks  to  your  consideration,  and  subscribe 
myself. 

Your  obliged  humble  servant, 

GKO.   JUNKIN. 
Harrlsburg,  Dec.  17th,  A.  D.  1833. 
(To  be  continued.) 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF    THE    WATERING  COM- 
MITTEE. 
Bead  /an.  23,  1834. — Publishcdby  order  of  the  Councils. 
To  the  Select  and  Common  Councils  of  the  City  of 
Philadelphia. 
The   Watering  Committee   respectfully  present  to 
Councils  the  annexed  accounts  and   statemehts,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  income  _and  expenditure  of  the  important 
public  works  under  their  direction,  for  the  year  1833; 
and  also  submit  an   estimate  for  the  present  year,  and 
such   remarks  as  seem  to  be  requisite,  in   considering 
the  duty  which  they  have  to  perform. 
The  amount  of  the  estimate  of  the  last  year 
was  raised  by  the  sum,  reserved  from  the 
Water  Rents  of  1832,  of  §26,084  75 

There  was    also  reserved  from 
the  same  source,  as  per  last  re- 
port, a  further  sum  for  the  pay- 
ment of  accounts,   remaining 
unsettled  in  1832,  as  follows, — 
Due  to  Thomas  D.   Grover,  and 
others,  on  account  of  building 
guard   pier    and    ice   break- 
er, S6,38r  50 
Due  to  Peter  Fritz, 
for  marble  fountain 
basin,  1,050  00 
Due  for  taxes  on  Fair 
Mount  Estate,  for 
1832  787  92 

8,225  42 

To  which  add,  granted  by  reso- 
lution of  Councils  in  May  last 
for  the  purchase  of  iron  pipes, 
&c.  15,000  00 


Making  the  appropriations  for  1833,  $49,310  17 

Of  which  there  was   expended  during  the 

year,  as  per  accounts, 

No3.  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  and  8,  as  follows:— 
For  the  distribution,  §4,624    11 

For  Fair  Mount  Works,  14,937   12 

For  Iron  Pipes,  11,887  97 

For  Water  Power.  1,697  00 

For  Salaries,  3,490  00 


For  Incidentals 
For  Building, 


529  10 
188  76 


37,354  06 
§511,956  11 


Leaving  a  balance  of 

From  which  it  is  necessary  to  deduct  th 
supposed  balances  of  unsettled  accounts 
due  ti)  Thomas  D.  Grover,  and  others,  for 
building  guard  pier,  ice  breaker,  and  for 
repairs  to  old  wharf,  &,c.  7,201  26 

Leaving  a  balance  foi*"  Laying  iron  pipes  in 
streets  which  may  be  ordered  to  be  paved 
or  where  tr.ansient  applications  are  made 
for  a  supply  of  water  in  1834,  §4,754  85 

There  have  also  been  taken  from  the  Wa- 
ter Rents  of  the  year  1833,  the  following 
amounts,  to  wit: — 

By  the  order  of  Councils,   as  per  the  last 

Annual  Report,  page  5,  $29,701  85 

T.nken  for  the  Sinking  Fund  in  June  Last,       16,000  00 

Paid   Frederick  Graff,  as  per  a  resolution 

of  Councils,  in  June  last,  4,000  00 


Making, 


849,701  85 


1  he  bill  rendered  by  Mr.  Grover,  for  building  the 
guard  pier,  ice  breaker,  and  repairs  to  the  old  wharf  on 
Coates's  street,  amounts  to  a  considerable  sum  beyond 
his  estimates.  The  Committee  have  proposed  to  Mr, 
Grover  to  have  his  account  settled  by  referees  Mr. 
Frederick  Erdman  has  been  named  to  Mr.  Grover  as 
the  referee  appointed  on  behalf  of  the  City.  'I  he  pro- 
position sent  to  Mr.  Grover  on  the  subject,  in  Decem- 
ber last,  remains  unanswered. 

The  estimate  for  iron  pipes,  in  1833,  was  iTiade  on  the 
supposition  that  ii'on  pipes  v\  ould  only  be  required  in 
small  streets  for  uhich  petitions  for  a  supply  of  water 
were  already  handed  in — the  quantity  estimated  for 
was  3,000  feet.  During  the  year,  9,497  feet  were  laid, 
chiefly  for  the  object  of  giving  a  supply  of  vi  ater  to  new 
improvements  west  of  Broad  street.  The  rapid  state 
of  improvements  now  progressing  in  Chestnut  street, 
west  of  Broad  street,  leaves  very  little  doubt  but  that 
in  a  short  period  of  time  tiie  buildings  will  be  extended 
to  the  western  termination  of  the  city.  These  additions 
to  our  citj',  with  similar  ones  now  being  made  along  the 
margin  of  the  Schuylkill,  from  Chestnut  street  to  Cedar 
street,  have  induced  the  committee  to  recommend  the 
extension  of  the  iron  pipes  in  that  district,  in  compli. 
ance  with  the  petitions  of  the  citizens  in  that  quarter. 
At  present,  the  iron  pipes  terminate  in  Chestnut  street 
west  of  Schuylkill  sixth,  from  which  it  is  calculated  to 
carry  them  down  Chestnut,  from  that  point  across 
Schuylkill  front  to  Beach  street,  and  from  thence  south- 
ward either  along  Ashton  or  Beach  street  to  Cedar 
street,  together  with  such  branch  pipes  as  may  give  a 
supply  of  water,  so  much  wanted  for  culinary  uses,  and 
more  particularly  for  the  protection  of  much  valuable 
store  and  other  prtperty  from  conflagration.  The  old 
wooden  pipes  in  High  street,  ruiming  west  from  the 
main  atBioad  street  to  Schuylkill  fifth  street,  have  be- 
come decayed,  and  from  the  increased  improvemtnt  in 
th.at  district,  are  too  small  to  give  a  supply  of  water  in 
times  of  fire.  The  Committee  have  therefore  conclud- 
ed to  replace  them  with  two  ranges  of  six  inch  iron 
pipes,  which  are  also  included  in  the  estimate  of  1834. 
l)uring  the  year,  the  water  wheels  and  works  connect- 
ed to  them,  together  with  the  wharf  property  and  store 
house  in  Coates's  street,  have  been  placed  in  good  re- 
pair— the  latter,  as  soon  as  the  pavement  in  said  street 
(which  is  now  in  hand)  shall  be  finished,  nay  be  rent- 
ed to  .advantage.  The  safety  banks  for  the  support  of 
the  northern  side  of  the  reservoirs,  have  been  extended 
so  as  entirely  to  secure  them  from  accidents.  In  accor- 
dance with  the  resolution  of  Councils,  the  Committco 
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have  entered  into  contracts  for  having  the  steam  engine 
buildings  placed  in  a  state  of  repair  suited  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  works,  for  the  convenience  of  strangers  and 
the  public,  who  visit  that  place,  and  for  tenements  for 
the  workmen  who  have  the  cliarge  of  the  pump  ma- 
chinery. For  these  improvements,  Councils  appropria- 
ted $3,500,  of  which  $il88  76,  have  been  expended  on 
account.  In  September  hist,  the  Watering  Committee 
directed  their  superintendent  to  liave  the  ground  filled 
up  and  the  curb  stone  prepared  for  setting,  along  the 
line  of  Coates's  street,  agreeably  to  the  act  of  the  Le- 
gislature, which  granted  to  the  city  a  certain  space  of 
ground  on  said  street,  for  the  purposes  of  building 
guard  pier  and  ice  breaker,  and  for  the  protection  of 
the  Fair  Mount  Works.  The  work  was  execuied,  and 
the  lines  of  ihe  property  described  bj'  a  temporary  en- 
closure, when,  without  any  previous  notice  by  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  district,  they,  with  a  number  of  their 
.workmen,  erased  the  enclosure  belonging  to  the  city, 
and  took  forcible  possession  of  the  ground  and  part  of 
the  curb  stone  belonging  to  the  city  corporation.  The 
Committee  having  deemed  it  improper  to  contend  force 
to  force  to  retake  possession,  have  instructed  the  city 
solicitor  to  institute  suit  against  the  Commissioners  for 
the  trespass. 

As  it  is  probable  that  the  water  wheels  Nos.  1,  2,  and 
3,  which  have  been  in  use  since  1822,  will  require  to  be 
renewed  in  one  or  two  years,  the  Committee  recom- 
mend, that  an  additional  wheel  and  jjump  be  placed  in 
the  building,  the  cost  for  which  is  embraced  in  the  esti- 
mate for  the  year.  Councils  directed  that  the  Commit- 
tee should  appoint  persons  to  examine  the  state  of  .the 
dam  at  Fair  Mount,  and  also  to  have  gauged  the  quanti- 
ty of  water  flowing  over  the  dam  at  the  driest  season. 
Gentlemen  were  appointed  to  perform  those  duties,  but 
circumstances  occurred,  which,  connected  with  the  se- 
vere indisposition  of  the  superintendent,  who  was  una- 
ble to  attend,  prevented  the  surveys  from  being  made. 

Since  the  last  Heport,  the  Committee  have  entered 
into  contracts  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  District  of 
the  Northern  Liberties,  and  the  Commissioners  of  the 
District  of  Kensington,  for  supplying  the  latter  with 
Schuylkill  water.  As  the  latter  district  will  receive  their 
water  through  the  pipes  belonging  to  the  former  district 
it  became  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  city,  in 
granting  a  supply  of  water  to  Kensington,  that  agree- 
ments should  be  made  with  the  Commissioners  of  both 
districts.  These  agreements  have  been  duly  signeil  and 
delivered,  and  the  Commissioners  of  Kensington  are 
engaged  in  making  preparations  to  lay  a  considerable 
quantity  of  pipes  in  the  spring,  from  which  an  increased 
amount  of  svater  rents  will  be  added  to  the  duplicates  of 
the  present  year. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Spring  Garden, 
having  late  in  the  season  of  1833  determined  to  have 
Coates's  street  curbed  and  paved,  on  which  account 
$691  30  has  already  been  expended,  a  further  sum  will 
be  required  for  the  payment  of  paving  the  street  and 
foot  pavement  of  Coates's  and  Fair  Mount  streets,  with 
the  necessary  regulation  of  the  grounds  belonging  to 
the  city  adjoining  thereto. 

On  8th  February  last,  the  solicitor  received  the  amount 
which  had  been  assessed  for  ground  taken  from  the  city 
at  Fair  Mount,  for  widening  Coates's  street  from  fifty  to 
eighty  feet,  which  sum  he  placed  in  the  city  treasury, 
amounting  to  5g2,500.  There  was  also  paid  into  the 
city  treasury,  by  the  superintendent,  for  rent  of  wharf 
on  Coates's  street,  for  old  pipes,  iron  and  other  articles 
sold,  the  sum  of  J,l,780  44— making  together  g4,280  44 
which,  as  per  an  Ordinance  of  Councils  ot  the  25th 
April  last,  has  been  carried  by  the  city  treasurer  to  the 
account  of  the  tax  fund. 
The  duplicates  of  water  rents  of  the  year 

1833,  amounted  to  §77,567  75 

After    deducting    losses,    allowances,   and 

commissions  for  collection,  from  the  same 

and  adding  thereto  the  increase  of  1833, 


arising  from  fractional  parts,  they  amount  to  79,437  01 


Being  an  increase  of  the  revenue,  of  ^1,869  26 

The  water  rents  for  1834,  are  as  follows — 
City,  $50,025  50 

Northern  Liberties,  16,879  25 

Spring  Garden,  9,536  50 

Sonthwark,  8,176  00 

Moyamensing,  921  75 

85,539  00 


Leaves  the  disposable  amount  of  water  rents 
for  1834,  g87,408  25 

From  which  deduct  the  estimated  amount 

for  the  support  of  the  works,  for  1834,       52,933  00 


Leaving  at  the  disposal  of  Councils, 


§34,475  26 


■Which  may  be  applied  for  the 
annual  appropriation  in  aid  of 
the  Sinking  Fund,  as  per  Re- 
solution of  Councils,  $16,000  00- 

And  to  the  tax  fund,  18.475  26 


■$34,475  26 


Or  if  Councils  should  deem  it  expedient  to 
borrow  on  loan  that  part  of  the  amount  of 
tlie  estimate  which  is  for  permanent  im- 
provements at  Fair  Mount,  and  laying  iron 
pipes,  amounting  to  $41,933 — the  water 
rents  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  works 
for  1834,  will  then  be  g76,408  26 

Thus  it  wiTl  appear,  that  although  the  annual  expen- 
ses in  support  and  for  the  improvement  of  the  works, 
are  considerable,  still  it  is  highly  pleasing  to  know  that 
those  expenses  will  gradually  decrease,  while  the  in- 
come derived  from  them  is  rapidly  increasing. 
The  increase  of  water  rents  for  1834,  is — 
City,  §3,415  25 

Districts,  4,556  00 

~ $7,971  25 

1  he  Committee,  in  closing  their  Report,  deem  it  ex- 
pedient to  state,  that  the  dispute  with  the  Schuylkill 
Navigation  Company,  relative  to  the  forcible  possession 
taken  by  them  of  the  toil  house  and  locks  opposite  to 
Fair  Mount,  is  not  yet  settled.  Suits  have  been  institut- 
ed against  them,  in  compliance  with  the  resolutions  of 
Councils,  passed  April  4th,  1833,  which  we  hope  will 
come  to  trial  at  an  early  date;  we  have  likewise  appoint- 
ed a  committee  to  carry  into  execution  the  second  reso- 
lut  on,  for  authorizing  us  to  make  application  to  the 
Leglshiture  for  a  confirmation  of  the  grants  and  privi- 
leges transferred  to  the  city  by  the  Navigation  Compa- 
ny, which  will  no  doubt  eventuate  in  our  regaining  our 
rights  and  property. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted 

JOHN  P.  WETHERILL, 
Chairman  of  the  Watering  Committee. 

During  the  year  1833,  there  have  been  Laid  of  Iron 
pipes. 


Feet.  In. 

In  the  City 

9497     0 

Northern  Liberties 

1981    9 

Southwark 

2046    6 

Spring  Garden 

7489    0 

Moyamensing 

6519    0 

There  were  hid  previously.       Feet.  In. 
In  the  City  248,261     0 

N.  Liberties       57,095     2 
Southwark  38,779  10 

Spring  Garden  36,349     9 
Moyamensing        4217     0 


27533     3 


nearly  80  miles. 


384,702    9 
Making  a  total  of  feet  412,236    0 
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The  total  amount  of  money  paid  into  the   Treasury 
i„  1833,  was  $81,217  45 

The   water  rents  cin   the   Girard  Estate  in   V'e    Ci- 
ty, amounted  to  §386  00 
The  increase  of  the  water  rents  durln.^  1833,  was 
In  theCitv                                    §3415  25 
N.  Liberties                          1739  50 
Southwark                               762  75 
Spring-  Garden                     1526  50 
Moyamensing                        527  25 


Total  increase 


87971  25 


The  total  amount  of  water  rents  received  from  the  City 
in  1833,  was  g50,336  95 

Do.     from  1802  to  1832, both 

inclusive  629,436  98 


Total  from  the  City  679,773  93 

From  Spring  Garden,  1826  to  1833,  30,458  11 

Southwark  "  34^427  79 

N.  Liberties  "  70,081  74 

Moyamensing,  1832  &  1833         694  32 


Total 

Fire  plugs  erected  in  1 833 . 
N.  Liberties  3 

Southwark  3 

Spring  Garden  .  15 
Moyamensing       17 

38 


8815,435  89 


Total  120 
87 
81 
25 

Total       313 


There  are  furnished  with  water  in  the 
N.  District  of  the  City,  4446  dwellings  &  other  establ' 


do 

N.  Liberties 
Spring  Garden 
Southwark 
Moyamensing 


do 


4587 
2134 
1249 
1056 
112 

13,584 


Making  an  income  for  1834,  of  g85,539  00.  The 
rates  are  from  $1  50  to  300  dollars.according  to  the  use 
made  of  the  water.  The  last  sum  is  for  a  Bath-house. 
The  dwellings  are  principally  at  $5  00  to  7  50. 

Summary  of  Boats,  Rnfts,  and  Freight, 
EXPORTED  ON  THE  LEHIGH  CANAL,  IN  1833. 


Ascend. 

Descend. 

Total 

Loaded  Boats 

848 

3377 

4225 

Passenger  do 

n 

10 

21 

Empty        do 

2601 

118 

2719 

Kafts  and  Lumber 

12 

100 

112 

3,472 

3,'605 

7,077 

FREIGHT.             Tons  cwt.   Tons  cwt.  Tons  rvvt 

Coal 

1 

22,928     122,928 

Grain 

407.    2 

798.18 

12'6 

Flour 

129.13 

3343. 17 

3473.10 

Salt 

395.   2 

.'595.  2 

Salt  Fish,  Beef  and  Pork 

■^15.13 

10.17 

326.10 

Beer,  Porter  &  Cider 

12 

12 

Other  Provisions 

65.11 

29.10 

95.   1 

Whiskey 

58.  5 

299.  4 

357.  9 

Hay  and  Straw 

64.  9 

61..  9 

Lumber 

648.  2 

3202.13 

3850. 15 

Cordwood 

103. 

2326. 

2429. 

Bricks 

279.  2 

279.  2 

SlHte_ 

23.15 

364. 

387.15 

Lime'and  lime  stone 

3482-10 

3483.10 
1335.16 

Other  stone  and  Plaster 

1193.19 

141.17 

Iron 

78.  5 

335.  9 

413.14 

Tons  cwt.  Tons  cwt.  Tons  cwt. 
Iron  Ore  1031.   5  16.        1047.  5 

Pitch,  Tar,  &  Rosin  5.11  3          5.14 

Merchandize  705.15  24.17    730.12 

89S7.11      133,821.5142,808,16 

Amount  of  Toll  received  in  addition  to  tliaf  on  the 
Company's  Coal.  $21,653,56 


From  the  U.  S.  Gazette. 

DELAWARE  COAL  COMPANY. 

By  the  laws  inc  orporating  the  Lycoming,  the  Dela- 
ware, and  the  North  American  Coal  Companies,  each 
are  required,  annually,  to  furnish  to  the  LegisLiture,  an 
abstract  of  their  accounts;  verified  by  the  oath  or  affir- 
mation of  the  President,  or  Secretary  "showing  the 
whole  amount  of  their  capital  actually  paid  into  the 
funds  of  the  comp.any,  the  sums  expended,  and  the  pro- 
fits accruing  within  the  year,  and  the  amount  of  dividend 
declared  within  each  year,  &.c.  8cc.  We  have  before 
us  copies  of  the  statements  made  in  compliance  with 
this  act  by  the  Delaware  Coal  Compaii}',  which  we  con- 
dense as  follows: 

1st.   Of  the  business  of  the  company,  from  the  first 
January  to  the  30th  November,  1833;  from  which  it  ap- 
pears that  on  the  31st  December,  1832 — 
The  Company  had  on  hand  1285  tons  of 

coal  valued  at  _  g4,468  50 

And  brought  to  market  in  the  year  1833,  to 
the  30th  November,  23,047  tons  of  coal 
(Navigation  Company's  toll  weight,)  which 
cost  for  minintj,  hauling,  rail  rond  tolls, 
wharf  expenses,  tolls  to  the  Schuylkill 
Navigation  Company,  freights,  taxes,  de- 
preciation in  value  of  personal  property, 
and  all  other  contingent  expenses  to  Phil- 
adelphia, 83,313  18 
That  the  comp:inypaid  for  rents,  salaries 
and  labor,  and  all  other  contingent  ex- 
penses in  Philadelphia,  and  the  balance 
of  interest  account  to  the  30th  Novem- 
ber, 10,209  44 

Together  amounting  to  $97,991   12 

And  that  to  the  same  date  (30th 
Novemberl  the  Company's  re- 
tail and  cargo  sales  and  ship- 
ments of  coal  had  been  21,057 
tons,  amounting  to  $106,688  91 

And  had  remaining  on  hand  3,237 
tons  coal,  valued,  on  the  wharf 
at  Philadelphia,  at  11,329  50 

118,018  41 

Leaving  a  balance  to  the  credit  of  profit  and 

loss,  $20,027  29 

The  Genernl  Statement  of  the  affali  s  of  the  Compa- 
ny to  the  same  date  shows  the  following — 
I'he   Real   Estate,    including  the    improve- 
ments made   on  it,  wiiich  h;id  not  been 
charged  to  profit  and  loss,  cost  the  Com- 
pany $180,533  27 
Personal  property,  viz — 

Cash  on  hand,  4,637  53 

Coal   unsold,    at  Philadelphia 

valued  at  11,329  50 

1  hirtysix  Canal  Boats,  9,728  16 

Rail  ro.id  and  Mine  Waggons 
horses,  mules,  iron,  lumber, 
mining  tools,  &c.  &c.  per  in- 
ventory and  value  Nov.  30,    12,338  75 

38,033  94 

Balance  of  sales  and  shipments  and   other 
accounts  in  favor  of  the  Company  38,401  18 

S256,968  39 
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The  amount  of  the  capital  stock  actually 
paid  into  the  funds  of   the  Company,  on 


5,000  shares,  is 


The  Company  owed,  on'cbnveilible  Loan 
certificates,  and  balances  in  favor  of  sun- 
dry persons 

The  balance  of  profit  and  loss 
account,  in  favor  of  the  Com- 
pany, for  the  year  ending'  on 
the  31st  December,  1832,  was    30,639  18 

From  which  has  been 
deducted  for  loss- 
es and  allowances 
since  made  1,439  40 

And  a  dividend  of  12 
per  ct  on  |;125,600 
the  capital  stock 
then  actually  paid 
in  15,072  00    16,511  40 


§149,750  00 


,903  03 


Leaving  a  balance  of  14,127  78 

To  which  add  the  balance  of  pro- 
fit and  loss  per  statement  of 
the  business  of  1833,  to  No- 
vember 30th,  20,027  29 

34,155  07 
Deduct  expenditures  in  driving' 
drifts  and  tunnels,  in  1832  and 
1833,  ^5,568  96;  and  other 
improvements  of  Real  Estate 
270  75  5,839  71 

28,315  36 

g256,968  39 

From  the  above  balance,  of  profit  and  loss,  November 
30th,  1833,  $28,315  36.  The  Company  have  since  de- 
clared a(half  yearly )  dividend  of  6  per  cent  on  ;6149 ,750, 
the  capital  then  paid  in,  amounting-  to  8,935   00 

Which  still  leaves  a  balance  to  the  credit  of 

profit  and  loss,  of  $19,330  3 


PROSECUTIONS    FOR   MURDER. 

Monday,  Feb.  10. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  following  let- 
ter from  the  Attorney  General: 

To  the  Honourable  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
sentatives. 

Sir — In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives adopted  on  the  6th  instant,  to  the  effect 
that  the  Attorney  General  be  requested  to  communicate 
information  on  certain  points  respecting'  prosecutions 
for  Murder,  I  have  the  honour  very  respectfully  to 
state, 

Fiml,  That  the  2d  section  of  the  act  of  Assembly, 
passed  the  22d  of  April,  1794,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
better  preventing  of  crimes  and  for  abolishing'  the  pun- 
ishment of  death  in  certain  cases,"  designated  the  tri- 
bunal which  shall  determine,  in  a  prosecution  for  mur- 
der; whether  the  crime  be  of  the  first  or  second  de- 
gree— "7%c  Jury  before  whom  any  person  indicted  for 
murder  shall  he  tried,  shall,  if  they  find  such  person 
guilty  thereof,  ascertain  in  their  verdict  whetlier  it  be 
murder  of  the  first  or  second  degiee."  Until,  there- 
fore, a  prosecution  for  murder  reaches  the  stage  of  tri- 
al, through  all  the  preparatory  proceedings  of  accusa- 
tion, arrest,  commitment,  indictment  and  arraignment 
— the  law  does  not  contemplate,  and  there  is 'no  prac- 
tice of  which  I  am  apprised, that  the  distinction  betwi  en 
the  capital  and  the  inferior  mufder,  should  be  assumed 
or  settled. 

Second,  That  I  do  not  believe  it  to  be,  any  where,  a 
practice  for  the  attorney  of  the  commonwealth,  "m  all 


cases  of  homicide  including  such  as  are  clearly  supposed 
to  he  no  more  than  mandauglUer,"  to  indict  for  mur- 
der. 

If,  indeed,  a  doubt  exists  as  to  the  legal  character  of 
the  act  perpetrated,  it  may  be  a  duty,  and  it  is  usual, 
for  the  prosecuting  counsel  so  to  form  the  written 
chart,  e  as  will  leave  it  at  the  option  of  the  Grand  Jury, 
whether  to  put  the  accused  upon  trial  for  the  highest  of- 
fence or  not: — and  in  general,  the  facts  being  but  imper- 
fectly collected  .xt  preliminary  inquests  and  hearings, and 
very  partially  communicated  to  the  prosecuting  officer, 
it  is  deemed  by  him  a  measure  of  prudent  caution  to 
shape  the  indictment  so  that  it  may  be  applied  by  the 
Grand  Jury,  at  their  discretion, to  a  case  of  Murder  and 
of  Manslaughter.  But  where  an  accurate  knowledge 
of  all  its  circumstances  divests  a  case  of  doubt,  and  in- 
spires a  belief  that  it  is  "  clearly  no  mure  than  Man- 
slaughter," and  the  return  of  the  committing  magistrate 
so  denominates  it,  I  am  unapprised  that  any  prac- 
tice exists  of  tendering  an  aggravated  charge  to  the 
Gland  Jury. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  most  obed't  serv't, 

G.  M.  DALLAS. 

Lancastbh,  Pa.  Feb.  7. 
EinTHauAKE. — About  half  past  ten  o'clock  on  Wed- 
nesday night  last,  we  had  something  like  the  shock  of 
an  earthquake, attended  with  a  considerable  noise.  The 
shaking  of  the  houses  was  such,  as  in  some  instances, 
to  extinguish  lamps,  and  the  people  generally  were  so 
alarmed  as  to  rush  to  the  window,  or  into  the  streets. 
It  did  not  exactly  resemble  former  shocks  of  earth- 
quakes which  we  have  felt  and  heard,  and  we  should 
be  rather  inclined  to  attribute  it  to  the  explosion  of  a 
quantity  of  gunpowder,  were  we  aware  that  there  was 
a  sufficient  quantity  to  produce  the  effect  within  the 
necessary  distance. — Journal. 

Pittsburg. — Pittsburg  \s  a.  port  of  entry,  and  ship- 
building has  been  carried  on  with  spirit,  even  at  the 
source  of  the  Ohio.  A  curious  incident,  connected 
with  this  subject  was  mentioned  by  Mr.  Clay,  on  the 
floor  of  Congress.  "  To  illustrate  the  commercial  ha- 
bits of  the  American  people,  he  said  he  would  relate  an 
anecdote  of  a  vessel  built  and  cleared  out  at  Pittsburg, 
for  Leghorn.  When  she  arrived  at  her  place  of  desti- 
nation, the- master  presented  his  papers  to  the  proper 
officer,  who  would  not  credit  them;  but  said  to  him, 
'  Sir  your  papers  are  forged.  There  is  no  such  place 
as  Pittsburg  in  the  world!  Your  vessel  must  be  confi.s- 
cated.' — The  trembling  Captain  Laid  before  the  officer 
the  map  of  the  United  States — directed  him  to  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico — pointed  out  to  him  the  mouth  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi— led  him  a  thousand  miles  up  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Ohio,  and  thence  another  thousand  up  to  Pitts- 
burg. '  There,  sir,  is  the  port  where  my  vessel  clear- 
ed out!'  'I'he  astonished  officer,  before  he  had  seen 
the  map,  would  as  reailily  have  believed  that  this 
vessel  had  been  navigated  from  the  moon, 

Mabietta,  Feb.  6. 
Several  of  our  citizens  were  somewhat  alarmed  be- 
tween 10   and  11  o'clock  last   evening,    by  the  occur- 
rence of  some  phenomena  which  they  attributed  to  a 
slight  shock  of  an  earthquake. 

Jlnothei  Soldier  of  the  Revolution  gone. — Died,  at  his 
leisdence,  in  Mountjoy  township,  on  the  22d  Dec.  Mr. 
Andrew  Little,  Sen.,  aged  85  years  1  month  and 
25  days. 

One  circumstance  of  his  life  has  been  somewhat  sin- 
gular; having  lived  all  his  days  nearly  upon  the  same 
spot;  during  52  years  of  which  he  raised  11  children; 
all  of  whom  he  saw  married,  and  never  had  a  death  in 
his  own  family— his  eldest  child  being  the  first  who 
died,  .it  the  age  of  upwards  of  50  years. 
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so  well  be  maintained  amidst  the  fluctuations  of  public 


Report  of  the  Comnittee  on  Iiil;ind  Navigation  and  In- 
ternal Improvement. — By  Mr.  Miller,  Chairman. 
Read  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  February  10, 
1834. 

The  Committee  on  Inland  Navigation  and  Internal 
Improvement,  Report: — The  history  of  the  last  Session 
of  the  Legislature,  exhibits  a  determination  to  complete 
all  the  canals  and  rail  roads  then  under  contract,  at  a 
period  as  early  as  possible,  by  appropriating  all  tlie 
means  then  deemed  necessary  to  carry  into  eflfect  that 
judicious  design.  The  motives  to  this  course  were, 
obviously,  to  preserve  the  popularity  of  a  system  vast 
in  the  extent  of  its  views,  as  important  in  its  anticipat- 
ed results — retarded  in  its  progress  by  difficulties  and 
obstacles,  which  nothing  but  science,  skill,  patience 
and  perseverance  could  overcome  at  one  time,  inter- 
posed by  the  hand  of  nature,  which  wisdom  could  not 
foresee,  prudence  avert,  or  human  power  control.  At 
others,  by  injudicious  legislation,  and  misplaced  econo- 
my; by  the  honest  fears  of  those  unfriendly  to  the 
whole  scheme,  or  the  improvident  measures  adopted 
by  the  inciutious  confidence  and  ardent  anticipations  of 
its  friends: — thus  was  the  completion  of  the  line  of  im- 
provements connecting  the  Ohio  and  the  Delaware,  to- 
gether with  the  lateral  branches,  too  long  delayed. 
The  dread  of  a  burdensome  State  debt,  the  imposition 
of  a  small  tax  on  the  estates  and  incomes  of  individuals, 
and  the  small  amount  of  revenue  which  the  improve- 
ments had  yielded,  in  the  shape  of  lolls,  excited  in  the 
minds  of  many  of  our  citizens  far  more  uneasiness  than 
was,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  called  for  by 
the  circumstances  of  the  ca«e. 

That  the  limited  amount  of  revenue  obtained  by  the 
State  from  these  works,  and  the  unavoidable  and  vexa- 
tious delays  which  had  hitherto  retarded  their  comple- 
tion, should  excite  the  apprehensions  of  the  wavering 
and  the  timid,  and  the  remonbtrances  ot  the  unfriendly, 
is  not  calculated  to  excite  surprise  in  a  country  govern- 
ed by  laws  enacted  by  the  people,  who  are  at  once  the 
rulers  and  the  ruled.  Under  despotic  governments.the 
will  of  the  sovereign  is  the  only  law,  and  must  be  obey- 
ed. There,  the  revenues  of  the  State  may  be  directed 
to  the  accomplishment  of  such  measures  as  he  may  ap- 
prove: the  opinion  of  the  subject  is  disregarded,  and 
his  voice  unheard; — and  whether  his  projects  are  dic- 
tated by  wisdom  or  by  folly;  whether  they  subserve  the 
interests  of  his  people,  his  lust  of  conquest,  or  his  as- 
pirations for  glory  and  renown,  they  are  prosecuted  to 
completion,  or  defeated  for  want  of  power  or  inadequa- 
cy of  means.  Under  our  better  system  of  government, 
where  the  humblest  citizen  participates  in  the  govern- 
ment of  the  land  in  which  he  lives,  and  the  disposal  of 
its  revenues,the  voice  of  public  opinion  muat  be  heard; 
and  whelher  its  mandates  lead  to  evil  or  to  good,  they 
cannot,  ought  not,  dare  not  be  disregarded  !  Whether 
the  one  or  the  other  form  of  government  be  the  best, 
it  cannot  be  necessary  to  determine — happily,  that  is 
already  done;  but  under  our  system,  excellent  as  it  is, 
and  attended  with  advantages  not  always  duly  appre- 
cia'-:d,  there  are,  also,  inconveniences;  and,  in  the  case 
under  review,  that  steadiness  of  purpose  and  perseve- 
rance in  action,  so  essential  to  ultimate  success,  cannot 
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opinion. 

Influenced  by  motives  originating  in  causes  of  this 
and  a  kindred  description,  the  advocates  and  the  op- 
ponents of  the  improvement  system  united  in  a  com- 
mon effort  to  complete  all  the  public  works  then  un- 
der contract,  and  appropriated  to  that  object  all  the 
funds  then  deemed  necessary  to  effect  their  object  as 
early  as  practicable.  Circumstances  of  a  nature  de- 
tailed in  the  report  of  the  Canal  Commissioners,  ac- 
count for  the  disappointment  which  the  public  have 
experienced  by  the  non-fulfilment  of  theip  expecta- 
tions. 

That  the  public  works  of  the  State  have  been  retard- 
ed in  their  progress,  by  the  causes  ind  cated,  will  not 
be  denied;  thut  losses  to  a  great  amount  have  been  the 
result,  and  the  effect  of  the  losses  discouraging  to  all, 
is  certainly  true;  but  it  is  equally  so,  that  their  march 
has  been  steadily  onward,  and  that  every  year  we  wit- 
ness the  completion  of  parts  of  them  which  were  not 
completed  in  the  preceding  one.  .^t  this  period  of 
time,  we  find  one  track  of  the  Allegheny  portage  rail 
road  has  been  extended  from  the  western  termination 
of  the  Juniata  division  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal  to  the 
western  base  of  the  mountain  barrier,  and  connected 
with  the  eastern  end  of  the  western  division  of  the  ca- 
nal,— thus  overcoming  the  most  formidable  interruption 
to  a  cheap  and  uninterrupted  communication  between 
the  east  and  the  west. 

Reverting  to  the  Susquehanna,  we  find  one  track  of 
the  Columbia  rail  road  uniting  (in  addition  to  other 
links  already  completed  and  in  use)  that  river  with  the 
commercial  metropolis, — thus  affording  an  additional 
channel  of  communicaiion  between  the  commer- 
cial cities  of  the  east,  and  the  immense  and  teeming  re- 
gions of  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributaries. 
I  It  is  true,  that  these  roads  are  not  finished.  It  is  also 
,  true,  that,  even  in  the  imperfect  state  in  which  they 
'  will  be  found  at  the  usual  time  of  the  opening  of  the 
j  trade  of  the  approaching  season,  ihey  will  afford  the 
;  means  of  greatly  reducing  the  expenses  of  transporta- 
;  tion,  and  enable  our  merchants  to  compete  more  suc- 
I  cessfully  with  our  enterprising  neighbours,  in  their 
I  struggle  for  that  trade;  while  the  produce  of  the  west 
'  will  have  the  advantage  of  a  ready  and  cheap  transpor- 
:  tation  to  an  eastern  market.  At  Philadelphia,  the  sel- 
j  ler  of  produce  will  have,  on  either  hand,  the  means  of 
'  access  to  the  markets  of  New  York  and  Baltimore,  if 
j  they  should  present  greater  temptations  for  sale  or  pur- 
chase, of  which  he  may  avail  himself,  or  dispose  of  and 
exchange  his  produce  where  he  is,  and  supply  himself 
with  those  he  may  need.  Nor  should  it  excite  any  sur- 
prize if  produce  and  merchandize  should  hcreafier  pass 
j  between  New  York  and  Pittsburg,  by  the  canals  and 
I  rail  roads  of  this  State  and  those  of  New  .lersev,  espe- 
cially at  some  seasons  of  the  year.  But  un'il  both  tracks 
I  of  these  rail  roads  shidl  have  been  completed, and  all  the 
i  facilities  which  can  subserve  to  make  them  useful  in  the 
I  most  extended  sense  of  the  term,  they  cannot  offer  to 
the  passing  trade  all  the  advantages  they  are  calculated 
,  ultim.attly  to  afford — nor,  even  then,  can  the  Common- 
wealth reasonably  expect  to  realize  at  once  the  amount 
'  of  revenue,  which,  it  would  be  scepticism  to  doubt, 
may  or  will  be  derived  from  them.      The  disposition  of 
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men  to  frequent  long^  established  marts,  and  to  travel 
to  them  on  the  beaten  path,  is  not  suddenly  overcome. 
Old  habits  not  rt-adily  abandoned;  olil  associations  not 
easily  broken  up;  a  sudden  transition  (ioni  one  course 
to  another,  can  only  be  induced  from  powerfully  inter- 
esting motives.  'I'he  waggoner  reluctantly  abandons 
his  old  calling-;  the  trader  is  frequently  interested  in  the 
employ  ment  of  the  wag-g-oner.  The  rail  road  system  of 
travel  is  not  fully  adapted  to  the  demands  of  a  trade, 
the  extent  of  which  can  only  be  determined  by  its  own 
development.  Delays  occur,  discontent  ensues,  the 
paits  of  the  system  are  not  in  harmony  with  each  other, 
— gradually,  however,  they  all  become  adjusted  to  each 
other;  the  system  is  formed  and  completed,  and  moves 
harmoniously.and  hand-in-hand  with  the  demands  made 
upon  it.  'i  he  smaller  .asperities  are  smoothed  down, — 
gradually,  the  old  disappears  and  the  new  takes  its 
place;  and  as  the  keel  boat  has  been  displaced  by  the 
steam  boat,  on  the  waters  of  the  west,  so  will  (but  not 
to  the  same  extent)  the  wagg-^n  disappear,  and  be  dis- 
placed by  the  rail  road  car  on  the  line  of  the  rail  road. 

To  secure  to  the  public  the  earliest  use  of  the  facili- 
ties thus  at  hand;  to  remove  all  doubts  as  to  their  sta- 
bility, and  every  fear  of  any  interruptions  in  the  chan- 
nels of  trade,  which  might  arise  from  a  temporary  de- 
ficiency of  water  in  any  of  the  canals;  to  secure  them 
against  the  risk  of  accidents,arising  from  any  and  every 
cause  obedient  to  human  control,  is  at  once  consistent 
with  the  dictates  of  common  sense,  and  the  most  refin- 
ed policy.  Nothing  is  so  well  calculated  to  mar  the 
prospect  of  a  speedy  and  ample  revenue  from  these 
works,  .as  occasional  interruptions,  arising  from  a  doubt 
of  their  being  fully  supplied  with  v/ater,  and  of  course, 
nothing  so  likely  to  inspire  and  sustain  public  confi- 
dence, as  a  certainty  of  the  reverse.  If  tliese  views  are 
correct,  the  appropriations  tor  the  construction  of  fee- 
ders or  reservoirs,  from  which  copious  supplies  of  wa- 
ter may  be  drawn  into  the  canals,  in  aid  of  the  ordinary 
sources  of  supply,  in  seasons  of  scarcity,  should  be  lib- 
erally granted.  It  cannot  be  necessary  to  insist  upon 
this  point  farther  than  to  say,  that  it  is  essential  to  the 
ultimate  prosperity  and  success  of  the  whole  system. 
It  is  not  intended  by  these  remarks,  to  cast  any  censure 
on  the  agents  of  the  public,  or  to  intimate  a  suspicion 
that  the  subject  has  been  neglected,  or  a  want  of  fore- 
sight evinced  by  them;  but  they  are  dictated  by  an  ex- 
cusable anxiety  to  prepare  to  meet  the  demands  of 
a  trade,  the  extent  of  which  cannot  be  foreseen  or  cal- 
culated. 

The  importance  of  a  connexion  of  the  Ohio  and  the 
Pennsylvania  canals,  is  too  obvious  to  need  a  very 
elaborate  argument.  The  public  mind  has  become 
fully  awake  on  this  subject,  and  the  importance,  and 
even  necessity  of  availing  ourselves  of  the  means  in  our 
power  to  effect  it,  is  justly  appreciated  by  the  patriotic 
and  the  discerning  in  both  States.  Public  opinion  and 
legislative  effort  had  long  slumbered,  as  if  unconscious 
that  such  a  connexion  was  within  the  range  of  practica- 
bility  or  usefulness;  but  that  slumber  could  not  con- 
tinue. It  is  broken.  While  the  h.ss  of  much  of  the 
trade  of  the  State  of  Ohio  was,  and  is  felt  and  acknow- 
ledged by  the  merchants  of  Philadelphia,  and  fast  leav- 
ing them  to  add  to  the  vast  trade  of  a  rival  city,  and 
her  already  jus'ly  boasted  commercial  preeminence; 
while  western  Pennsylvania  found  successful  competi- 
tors in  the  manufactures  of  that  country,  from  a  quar- 
ter with  which  they  had  not  hitherto  found  it  necess.ary 
to  contend,  and  with  whom,  they  could,  by  means  of 
this  connexion,  successfully  compete,  if  not  exclude — 
the  citizens  of  Ohio  were  fully  sensible  to  the  inconve- 
nience, delay  and  disappointment,  they  frequently  ex- 
perienced in  getting  to  another  market,  more  distant, 
more  interrupted  than  the  desired  one;  the  risks  to 
which  their  property  is  exposed  in  crossingalake,whose 
watsrs  are  equally  agitated  by  the  wi'.ids,  and  equally, 
if  not  more  dangerous  to  navigation,  than  those  of  the 
Atlantic  ocean.     While  the  circumstances  just  mention- 


ed limited,  and  still  limits,  in  some  parts  of  that  State, 
the  range  of  agricultural  exertion,  those  products  fre- 
quently reach  the  market  of  New  York  in  an  injured 
conditiun.which  unfits  them  to  bear  the  ssiutiny  of  the 
inspector.  It  is,  therefore.not  calculated  to  excite  sur- 
prise, that,  long  since,  the  Legislatures  of  both  States, 
foreseeing,  though  not  then  experiencing  the  evils 
since  felt,  should  concur  in  the  adoption  of  measures 
leading  to  a  consummation  so  desirable  to  both.  Ac- 
cordingly, on  the  10th  of  January,  1827,  the  Legisla- 
ture of  that  State  passed  an  act,  entitled  An  act  to  in- 
corporate the  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  canal  company, 
which  act  was  approved  and  ratified  by  the  Legislature 
of  Pennsylvania,  by  an  act  passed  on  the  14th  of  April 
of  the  same  year.  The  operation  of  these  acts  is  limit- 
ed to  ten  years,  three  of  which  are  unexpired.  The 
adoption  of  prompt  and  vigorous  measures  will  enable 
the  citizens  of  both  States  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
immense  advantages  which  will  inevitably  result  from 
making  a  connexiun,  opening  into  a  field  of  trade,  the 
extent  and  advantages  of  which  can  be  conjectured, 
but  not  justly  appreciated;  affording  to  the  citizens  of 
botli  States  a  more  extended  and  profitable  use  of  their 
improvements,  an  increased  revenue,  and  a  more  gener- 
al and  advantageous  employment  for  the  individuals  en- 
gaged in  it.  It  will  not  be  presumed  fair  to  infer,  not- 
withstanding the  powerful  motives  which  should  influ- 
ence this  State  in  desiring  this  connexion,  that  its 
funds  should  be  invested  in  a  work  to  be  made  beyond 
the  limits  of  its  jurisdiction;  but  this  objection,  however 
sound  it  may  be,  will  not  apply  to  the  due  encourage- 
ment, by  the  stimulus  of  a  guarantee  of  interest  on 
stock  in\  ested  in  it  by  individuals  for  a  limited  time,  to 
be  repaid  when  the  interest  on  the  capital  invested 
should  exceed  a  given  rate  per  cent.  'While  on  this 
subject,  your  c  mmittee  will  indulge  themselves  in  ma- 
king a  passing  inquiry,  arising  out  of  those  which  have 
preceded  it,  as  one  worthy  of  more  Legislative  atten- 
tion than  they  can  now  bestow  upon  it,  viz:  Whether  it 
is  not  consistent  with  the  public  interest  to  improve  the 
State  by  rail  roads  and  canals,  by  means  of  incorporat- 
ed  companies  of  individuals  of  its  own  citizens,  invest- 
ing theirown  funds,  and  laboring  for  the  promotion  of 
their  own  interest.  Chartered  with  sufficient  safe- 
guard to  individual  rights  and  pubhc  security,  ensuring 
to  the  State  the  due  fulfilment  of  their  engagements, 
the  right  of  revocation  of  their  charters  under  certain 
contingencies,  and  to  such  companies  a  certain  amount 
of  interest  for  a  term  of  years,  or  until  the  profits  of  the 
work  should  render  it  unnecessary,  and  providing  for 
the  re-payment  of  whatever  amountmight  be  expended 
under  the  provisions  of  the  guarantee,  would  not  be  a 
better  method,  in  most  cases,  than  the  one  now  pur- 
sued. One  advantage,  at  least,  would  result  from  the 
adoption  of  such  a  plan  in  cases  where  strong  motives 
of  public  interest  do  not  require  a  different  one.  The 
present  system  requires  a  confidence  in  the  agents  of 
the  public,  which,  whether  merited  or  not,  is  perhaps 
too  frequently  witliheld;  and  the  important  duties  in- 
cumbent  upon  them,  must  frequently  be  performed  un- 
der the  vigilant,  jealous  and  suspicious  eyes  of  those 
who,  from  motives  arising  from  local,  political  or  per- 
sonal causes,  are  interested  in  thwarting  their  execu- 
tion or  hindering  their  success. 

These  remarks  are  not  intended  to  imply  censure  on 
our  predecessors,  nor  on  the  general  features  of  the 
plan  now  pursuing  in  the  execution  of  the  magnificent 
project  x\ovf  approximating  to  final  completion.  The 
result  of  an  attempt  to  carry  into  effect  an  undertaking 
of  such  magnitude  by  any  other  means  than  the  resour- 
ces and  credit  of  a  powerful  State, could  only  have  been 
failure,  procrastination  and  defeat. 

Should  these  views,  on  which  less  reflection  and  study 
have  perhaps  been  bestowed  than  they  merit,  be  adopt- 
ed, it  would  be  necessary  never  to  lose  sight  of  one  es- 
sential reservation— the  right  of  the  State  to  puichasin|^ 
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on  fair  terms,  after  a  stated  period,  whatever  improve- 
ments might  thus  be  made  under  its  sanction. 

The  coin:nittee  have,  perliaps,  too  widely  digressed, 
and  now  return  to  the  subject  digressed  from,  in  con- 
nexion with  that  digression.  In  the  special  report  made 
to  the  House  by  tlie  canal  commissioners,  on  the  19lh 
of  December  hist,  they  say:  "  A  navigable  feeder  from 
the  AllcRheny  river,  to  intersect  the  Pennsylvania  canal 
at  the  north-east  end  of  the  aqueduct,  near  the  mouth  of 
the  Kiskiminetas,  would  be  a  valuable  improvement,  for 
the  following  reasons: 

"  Ist.  The  can."il,  (to  wit — the  Western  division,)  has 
now  to  be  fed  with  water  from  the  Leechburg  dam  in 
the  Kiskiminetas,  (which  dam  is  twenty-three  feet  high 
above  low  watermark,)  to  Pittsburg,  being  about  thir- 
ty-six miles  in  distance,  including  the  two  branches  into 
the  Allegheny  and  Monongahela  rivers.  In  the  months 
of  August  and  September  last,  the  Kiskiminetas  river 
became  so  low,  that  for  afew  weeks,  a  full  head  of  wa- 
ter could  not  be  maintained  in  the  canal.  What  has 
happened,  may  again  t.ake  place,  duringa  very  dry  sea- 
son, and  th.at  too  at  a  time  when  an  immense  trade  will 
require  a  corresponding  increase  of  lockage  water.  A 
feeder  from  the  Alleglieny  river,  would  not  only  release 
the  Kiskiminetas  from  supplying  thirty  miles  below  the 
junction,  but  in  case  of  much  leakage  through  the  high 
,  dam  at  Leechburg,  it  would  also  assist  the  navigation 
on  the  same  level,  for  twelve  miles  above  the  junction; 
hence,  for  this  reason  alone,  such  a  feeder  is  very  desira- 
ble. 

"2d.  Such  a  feeder  would  be  a  guarantee  against 
any  very  serious  interruption  of  the  trade  on  the  main 
line,  in  the  event  of  a  failure  of  the  great  aqueduct  over 
the  Allegheny  river,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Kiskiminetas; 
but  without  the  feeder,  a  breach  of  that  aqueduct 
would  render  the  seventy  three  miles  of  canal  below 
Blairsville,  wholly  useless  for  the  great  western  com- 
merce, 

"  3d.  The  feeder  would  be  from  thirteen  to  sixteen 
miles  long,  depending  upon  the  site  chosen  for  a  dam 
in  the  Allegheny  river,  and  in  either  case  would,  with 
the  pool  of  the  dam  give  an  artificial  navigation  of  about 
twenty  miles.  This  improvement  would  accommodate 
some  valuable  salt  works,  and  unite  Kittanning,  the 
county  town  of  Armstrong  county,  and  the  surrounding 
country  more  closely  with  the  Pennsylvania  canal,  and 
it  would  also  be  a  link  in  the  chain  of  future  improve- 
ments for  connecting  the  main  line  of  canal  with  the 
French  creek  division. 

"  4th.  Should  the  canal  be  continued  from  the  pre- 
sent termination  of  the  western  division,  in  Allegheny 
town,  to  connect  with  the  Beaver  division,  this  feeder 
will  be  indispensable." 

But  the  subject  is  introduced  here,  more  from  its  ac- 
cordance with  the  views  already  expressed  in  this  re- 
port, relating  to  the  importance  of  maintaining  a  full, 
constant  and  certain  supply  of  water  in  the  canals,  and 
the  serious  interruption  which  would  ensue  in  the  event 
of  a  breach  in  the  aqueduct,  than  for  the  other  reasons 
alleged;  not  that  these  are  of  little  importancfe,  but  that 
they  are  less  essential  under  the  circumstances  novv  ex- 
isting, than  to  those  which  will  in  all  probability  occur 
hereafter.  In  accordance,  a  resolution  of  the  commit- 
tee of  this  House,  has  instructed  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  write  to  the  proper  department  at  Washington,  re- 
questing a  copy  of  certain  surveys  deemed  necessary  to 
a  fuller  understanding  of  the  details  of  the  subject.  No- 
thing has  been  done  in  furtherance  of  these  views;  but 
they  think  them  of  too  much  import  to  be  passed  slight- 
ly by.  The  problem  whether  the  quantity  of  water  now 
to  be  depended  upon  is  sufficient  for  the  expected  trade, 
will  only  be  solved  b)  the  event.  Will  it  be  most  pru- 
dent to  await,  or  prepare  for  it? 

In  the  bill  reported  by  your  committee,  now  on  your 
files,  provision    is  made  for  the  extension  of  the  canal 


long  been  known  and  acknowledged,  and  is  fully  acce- 
ded to  by  the  committee.  It  forms,  as  is  well  known, 
a  part  of  the  original  plan  for  tlie  improvement  of  the 
State,  and  connecting  the  waters  of  Lake  Krie  wilh  the 
great  western  line  of  communication  between  the  east- 
ern and  western  w.aters;  and,  it  is  presumed,  will  ulti- 
mately prove  highly  advantageous  to  the  revenue  and 
prosperity  of  the  Commonwealtii,  and  promote  the  in- 
terest of  the  citizens  of  its  territory.  Unfortunately, 
the  variant  opinions  of  the  advocates  of  this  connexion, 
as  to  the  best  manner  of  doing  it,  has  hitherto  had  the 
effect  of  procrastinating  the  execution  of  the  project. 
I'he  decision  is  now  referred  to  the  canal  commission- 
ers. Thirty  miles  of  this  work  are  authorized  to  l)e  put 
under  contract,  and  two  hundred  tiiousand  dollars  ap- 
propriated to  it.  One  hundred  thousand  dollars  are  al- 
so appropriated  to  the  construction  of  a  canal  extend- 
ing from  the  Clienango  dam  at  or  near  the  town  of  New- 
castle, to  the  Ohio  State  line,  which  is  also  authoriztd 
to  be  put  into  contract,  dependent  however  on  tlie  lo- 
cation, on  the  part  of  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  so 
far  as  relates  to  th:it  p.art  of  tiie  contemplated  connex- 
ions with  the  Ohio  canal,  lying  within  her  own  territo- 
ries. 

The  sum  of  three  hundred  .ind  sixty-five  thousand, 
nine  hundred  dollars,  is  appropriated  to  lay  a  second 
track  of  rails  on  the  AlK  glieny  Portage  rail  road.  Be* 
sides  these,  there  are  no  appropriations  of  magnitude 
for  new  works.  The  remaining  appropriations  fall  with- 
in the  strict  meaning  of  old  work,  although  a  large 
amount  is  required  to  defray  the  expense  of  additional 
work  on  the  Columbia  rail-road,  believed  to  be  requir- 
ed by  the  known  or  supposed  views  of  the  Legislature 
at  their  last  session,  and  is  estimated  by  the  commission- 
ers at  osjocr  their  report. 

The  appropriations  for  repairs,  forms  an  item  much 
larger  than  might  be  anticipated,  and  is  attributable  to 
the  peculiar  character  of  the  pa'^t  season — remarkable 
for  high  and  destructive  floods,  which  did  unusual 
damage  to  the  public  works,  and  requires  a  large  ex- 
penditure. Your  committee  would  not  deserve  the  trust 
reposed  in  them,  did  they  not  recommend  some  provi- 
sion of  funds  which  might  be  promptly  applied  to  the 
payment  of  repairs  of  injuries  of  this  description.  Par- 
simony in  this  case  is  but  another  name  for  waste  and 
prodigality.  When  the  funds  are  exhausted,  the  inju- 
ry must  be  left  unrepaired — the  canals  useless,  and 
trade  interrupted,  or  m;n  must  be  employed  at  prices 
enhanced  by  the  prospect  of  del.y  of  payment.  Your 
committee  are  not  prepared  to  suggest  any  better  plan 
to  meet  this  difficulty,  than  to  vest  in  the  Governor  of 
this  Commonwealth,  authority  to  borrow  the  necessary 
amount  for  this  specific  purpose,  when  the  public  ser- 
vice requires  it,  to  which  your  committee  do  not  per- 
ceive any  sound  objection. 

Your  committee  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  their 
deep  regret,  that  the  pecuniary  difficulties  which  now 
excite  the  anxiety  and  the  fears  of  so  many  individuals 
in  our  beloved  country,  should  threaten  to  dissipate 
those  visions  of  prosperity  in  which  the  State  has  so 
long  indulged,  at  a  moment  when  their  realization  seem- 
ed to  be  at  hand,  and  to  excite  just  apprehension  th«t 
the  funds  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of 


ippropriations,  cannoi 


t  be  obtained  on  the   same 


advantageous  terms  as  heretofore.  It  would  be  equally 
idle  to  enquire  into  the  cause  of  these  difficulties,  as  to 
suggest*  remedy,  in  a  case  where  both  cause  and  re- 
medy are  so  much  the  subject  of  ardent  and  bitter  con- 
troversy. Time  alone  can  clear  aw.ay  the  mists  with 
which  the  prejudices  of  the  different  partizans  have  en- 
veloped b.-th,  and  exhibit  th.^m  in  the  light  of  truth. 
The  patriot  cannot  but  lament  the  effect.  To  wh.at- 
ever  decision  the  eitibarrassi ng  circumstances  of  the 
times  may  lead.the  F.egislature  with  respect  to  the  new 
work  recommended  on  the  files  of  the  House,  the  com- 


from  either  end  of  the  French  creek  feeder,  towards  the    pletion  of  that  under  contract,  together  with  the   corn- 
harbor  of  Erie.     The  importance  of  this  connexion  has  '  pletion  of  the  second  track  of  the  Allegheny   Portage 
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rail-road,  seem  to  your  committee  to  be  indispensable 
even  in  the  emergency  anticipated,  an  opposite  course 
involving,  in  their  opinion,  a  sacrifice  of  the  highest  in- 
terests of  the  community;  but  they  still  indulge  the 
hope  that  measures  may  be  adopted  to  disperse  the 
gloom  that  shrouds  the  prospect,  and  restore  to  it  its 
wonted  brightness. 

The  same  causes  will,  in  all  probability,  seriously  af 
feet  the  revenue  arising  from  the  tolls,  on  such  of  the 
public  works  as  are  now  completed,  or  speedily  to  be  so, 
by  their  disastrous  effect  on  the  trade  and  enterprise 
of  the  community;  but  whatever  may  be  the  pecuniary 
condition  of  tlie  country,  unreasonable  expectations  and 
idle  anticipations  should  not  be  indulged.  Experience 
proves  every  work,  and  every  change  progressive.  To 
divert,  at  once,  the  whole  current  of  trade  is  impossi- 
ble. The  revenue  arising  from  every  canal  or  rail-road, 
now  in  a  flourishing  condition,  has  required  a  lapse  of 
years  to  raise  it  to  its  present  amount,  of  which  the  ca- 
nals of  New  York  and  Ohio,  the  Union  canal  and  the 
Schuylkill canal,and others  well  known,  are  illustrations. 
If  we  may  be  allowed  to  reason  from  experience,  the 
increase  of  revenue  from  our  own,  however  rapid,  will 
be  progressively  developed,  and  at  a  period  not  very 
remote,  satisfactory. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


METEOROLOGICAL   REGISTER. 

Extract  from  the  Meteorological  Register,  taken  at  the 

State  Capitol — Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania, 

Br  James  Wbioht,  Librarian. 
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On  the*17th  in  the  evening,  thermometer  at  72°,  the 
highest. 

On  the  31st  in  the  morning,  at  25°,  the  lowest. 

The  wind  has  been  9  days  east  of  the  meridian,  20 
days  west  of  it,  and  1  day  north,  and  1  south. 

There  was  rain  on  1st,  7lh,  12th,  20th,  21st,  16th, 
and  17th. 

Frost  on  the  5th,  19th,  23d,  and  24th. 

Mean  temperature  of  this  month  5°  colder  than  last 
October. 
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(Appendix,  Continued  from  page  125.) 

Letter  from  Rev.  Chauncey  Colton,  President  of  the 

"Bristol  College." 

To  the  Hon.  Samuel  Breck, 

Chairman  of  the  Joint  Committee,  &.c. 

Sir: — The  subject  with  which  your  joint  committee 
is  charged,  appears  to  me  to  be  one  of  such  profound 
interest  to  the  future  prosperity  of  our  Commonwealth, 
that  I  iTiost  cheerfully  comply  with  your  request,  in  sub- 
mitting a  few  remarks  on  three  or  four  topics  embraced 
in  the  schedule  of  enquiries,  which  you  were  so  good  as 
to  put  into  my  hands  last  evening. 

The  difficulty  of  embodying  a  system  of  popular  edu- 
cation, excellent  in  itself,  has  been  greatly  lessened  by 
the  volumes  of  practical  results  gathered  from  the  expe- 
rience of  our  sister  States.  The  main  difficulty  of  the 
problem,  appears  to  me  to  lie  in  the  adaptation  of  such 
a  system  to  the  existing  state  of  things  in  this  Common- 
wealth. Massachusetts,  for  example,  has  a  universal 
system  of  common  school  education,  based  upon  taxa- 
tion, of  which  the  rich  and  the  poor  alike  and  in  com- 
mon avail  themselves.  This  system  works  well.  It  is 
well  adjusted  to  the  other  parts  of  the  machinery  of 
civil  economy  and  jurisprudence  of  that  State.  Connec- 
ticut and  New  York,  on  the  other  hand,  have  school 
funds  to  meet  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  current  expenditures 
for  instruction  in  their  common  schools.  Their  system 
of  districts  is  nearly  identical  with  that  of  Massachusetts; 
and  in  the  former  of  these  States,  (Connecticut)  the 
whole  system  operates  so  efficiently,  that  an  adult,  either 
colored  or  white,  can  scarcely  be  found,  who  is  not 
pretty  familiar  with  the  rudimental  branches  of  English 
education.  In  New  York,  from  the  difference  of  circum- 
stances, hundreds  are  to  be  found,  who,  under  the  same 
system,  are  left  wholly  untaught.  The  common  school 
systems  of  Vermont  and  Maine,  are  based  upon  the 
same  general  principles  in  regard  to  districts,  taxation, 
&.C.  as  Massaciiusetts;  and  the  state  of  society  and  tone 
of  public  sentiment  on  the  subject  of  education,  being 
very  like  what  obtains  in  Massachusetts,  the  resuUs  are 
ne_arly  the  same — universally  diffused  education,  and  a 
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healthful  and  active  interest  in  the  promotion  of  it, 
from  the  common  school  to  iht  college  and  university, 
la  adapting  a  system  of  common  schools  to  the  exist- 
ing state  of  things  in  our  Commonwealth,  we  are  met, 
as  appears  to  me,  with  five  prominent  points  of  diiRculty 
and  embarrassment. 

1.  The  general  apathy  which  exists  on  the  subject, 
and,  to  a  certain  extent,  prejudice  against  concerting 
any  measures  which  might  contribute  to  a  more  health- 
ful state  ot  things  in  education. 

2.  The  want  of  immediately  available  resources  in 
the  treasury  of  the  Commonwealth,  for  educational  pur- 
poses. 

3.  The  low  state  of  our  common  scbools. 

4.  The  depressed  and  embarrassed  state  of  our  char- 
tered academies  and  colleges. 

5.  The  want  of  competent  teachers  for  the  common 
schools  and  academies. 

In  regard  to  these  several  points  of  difficulty,  I  beg 
respectfully  to  submit  the  f  lUowing  suggestions. 

1.  In  reg-ard  to  the  apatliy  which  exists  in  most  of  the 
counties  of  the  State,  on  the  subject  of  education. 

Assuming  the  returns  of  the  last  census  as  a  basis,  we 
have  the  fact  before  us,  that  there  are  in  this  common- 
wealth 730,C69  children  and  youth,  under  the  age  of 
20  years.  Between  four  and  five  hundred  thousand  of 
these,  at  a  moderate  estimate,  are,  by  the  constitution, 
placed  under  the  special  guardianship  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, for  gratuitous  instruction.  Now  it  appears  from 
authentic  documents,*  that  only  20,000  of  these  are  re- 
tui-ned  as  charily  scholars,  actually  receiving,  {nominal 
ly,  I  should  perhaps  say,  receiving)  the  gratuitous 
instruction  to  which  they  are  by  the  constitution  enti- 
tled. The  astounding  fact,  that  there  remains  nearly 
400,000  wholly  uninstructed,  and  that  this  is  borne 
without  scarcely  a  murmur,  or  a  wish  to  have  it  other- 
wise, evinces  a  degree  of  apathy  truly  alarming. 

How  may  the  popular  sentiment  on  this  subject  be 
roused,  that  the  way  may  be  prepared  for  the  adoption 
and  successful  and  efficient  operation  of  a  general  sys- 
tem of  education?  No  system,  however  intrinsically 
excellent,  could,  in  the  present  state  of  public  senti- 
ment, in  perhaps  a  majority  of  our  counties,  obtain. 
But,  let  the  subject  of  popular  education  be  entertained 
in  our  legislative  halls,  from  year  to  year,  as  a  subject 
of  the  gravest  practical  interest  which  can  employ  the 
wisdom  of  our  legislators — let  the  existing  evils  be  fair- 
ly guaged  and  set  forth — let  facts,  derived  from  the 
present  state  of  things  in  a  majority  of  our  counties,  be- 
come familiar  to  those  who  occupy  the  high  places  of 
influence,  and  who  will  diffuse  these  facts  widely  among 
their  constituents — allay  existing  prejudices,  and  gradu- 
ally prepare  the  way  for  the  introduction  of  a  universal 
system  of  education,  which  shall  not  only  provide  for 
those  children  and  youth  who  are  under  the  special 
guardianship  of  the  Legislature,  but  the  300,000  others 
whose  education  must  be  in  the  last  degree  defective, 
under  their  present  advantages. 

In  addition  to  these  means  of  arousing  public  senti- 
ment to  the  paramount  importance  of  this  subject,  let 
i  convention  of  teachers  he  called,  after  the  example  of 
New  York,  Kentucky,  Massachusetts,  and  llliode  Island, 
and  other  sister  States,  embracing  a  full  representation 
from  the  presidents  and  professoi's  of  our  colleges, 
principals  of  flourishing  private  schools,  corporate  aca- 
demies, and  teachers  of  common  schools.  Let  the  lead- 
ing objects  of  this  convention  or  association,  be  to  ehcit 
sound  practical  results  from  the  experience  of  those  ac- 
tually engaged  in  the  duties  of  teaching — to  gather  edu- 
cational statistics  from  this  and  every  part  of  the  coun- 
try, and  from  other  countries — to  discuss  the  relative 
merits  of  systems,  modes  of  school  and  college  govern- 
ment, methods  of  communicating  instruction,  text  books. 


•  Ueturnsofths  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  un- 
der a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
9th  January,  1833.    See  Ueg.  Vol.  si.  p.  209. 


&c.  Let  this  teachers'  convention  be  requested  to  re- 
port to  (he  Legislature  on  the  whole  length  and  breadth 
of  the  subject,  and  to  place  at  the  disposal  of  the  com- 
mittee on  education,  such  statistics  as  may  be  of  perma- 
nent practical  value. 

Such  conventions  of  teachers  have,  in  those  States  in 
which  they  have  been  held,  exerted  the  happiest  influ- 
ence, not  only  in  raising  the  tone  of  public  sentiment 
on  the  general  subject  of  education,  but  in  uniting 
more  closely  those  who  are  engaged  in  the  duties  of 
teaching,  and  imparting  new  impulses  to  those  schools 
and  academies  which  were  languishing,  by  introducing 
the  best  systems  of  government  and  instruction,  the  most 
approved  text  book.  Sic. 

2.  The  second  point  of  difficulty  in  the  work  before 
us,  arises  from  the  want  of  immediately  available  funds 
for  educational  pin-poses. 

The  munificent  prospective  appropriation,  which  re- 
flects so  much  honor  upon  the  session  of '31,  and  which 
in  eight  or  nine  years  will  place  §100.000  annually,  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Legislature,  specifically  for  common 
school  purposes,  underwrites,  as  appears  to  me,  any 
respoflsibilily  which  may  be  incurred  by  moderate  appro- 
priations made  to  the  existing  and  rising  colleges  and 
academies,  with  a  view  to  preparing  the  way  {especially 
in  the  training  uf  teachers)  for  the  operation  of  a  gener- 
al and  efficient  system,  when  these  funds  shall  become 
available. 

3.  The  next  point  of  difficulty,  which  to  my  mind 
presents  itself  in  this  problem,  is  the  exceedingly  de- 
pressed state  of  common  schools,  where  they  exist 
throughout  the  Commonwealth. 

It  is  not  merely  the  fact  that  they  are  depressed,  but 
that  they  are  so  depressed  as  to  have  produced  upon  tlie 
minds  of  those  in  their  immediate  vicinity,  an  impression 
of  their  utter  worthlessness  and  to  have  excited  a  pow- 
erful prejudice  against  every  thing  which  bears  the 
name  of  common  school.  Little  or  nothing,  as  appears 
to  me,  can  be  done,  which  shall  be  broutjht  effectually 
to  bear  upon  these  schools,  until  some  general  system 
shall  have  passed  ihe  Legislature;  but  measures  might 
at  once  be  adopted,  which  would  prepare  the  way  and 
contribute  powerfully  toward  the  healthful  operation  of 
such  a  system,  when  introduced.  These  measures  come 
more  appropriately  under  the  discussion  of  the  two  fol- 
lowing points  of  difficulty,  which  I  have  supposed  to 
exist,  viz: 

4  and  5.  Tht  low  and  embarrassed  state  of  our  charter 
ed  academies  arid  colleges,  and  the  want  of  competent 
teachers  fur  common  schools  and  academies. 

Of  the  chartered  academies  of  this  State,  there  are 
now  forty-four  or  forty-five,  nominally  in  existence.  A 
very  small  fraction  of  this  number,  however,  are  in  suc- 
cessful operation.  Most  of  these  have  fallen  to  the  grade 
of  the  most  ordinary  common  schools;  some  of  them  are 
a  burlesque  upon  the  name  of  academies;  others  have 
lost  their  charter.  Not  a  few  of  the  whole  number  char- 
tered have  become  entirely  extinct.  1  hese  academies 
have  all  received  legislative  appropriations,  of  at  least 
$2,000  each,  some  of  them  a  much  larger  amount. 

Now,  in  mo.st  of  our  sister  States,  where  the  interests 
of  liberal  and  popular  education  have  been  most  success- 
fully cherished,  the  county  academies  are  the  very  bone 
and  sinew  of  the  system.  As  a  connecting  link  between 
the  colleges  and  ihe  grammar  schools'  of  the  villages  and 
the  common  schools  of  ihe  districts,  they  exert  a  control- 


*  In  Massachusetts  for  example,  the  grammar  school 
is  a  very  important  feature  of  the  system.  Every  vil- 
lage, having  a  given  population,  is  required  by  law  to 
support  a.  grammar  Bchool,  a  given  number  of  months 
each  year.  This  school  is  usually  located  in  the  centre 
district  of  the  village,  and  affords  competent  instruction 
not  only  in  the  rudimental  branches,  but  in  English 
Grammar,  Geography,  Algebra,  History,  a  Compcmti- 
um  of  Natural  Philosophy,  Rhetoric,  and  Latin  and 
Greek. 
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ling  influence  upon  the  whole  subject  of  education. 
Tliey  are  so  well  endowed  by  the  State  (often  also  by 
private  benefactors)  as  to  be  placed  upon  a  tolerably 
independent  basis.  Their  buildin.tfs  are  in  general  com- 
modiaus,  and  erected  at  an  expense  of  from  $3,000  to 
§5,000.  Some  of  them  have  considerable  libraries, 
chemical  and  philosophical  apparatus,  a  comfortable 
house  for  the  principal,  &c.  and  usually  pay  from  §300 
to  §1,000  salary  to  the  principal.  This  amount  is  al- 
most uniformly  derived  from  the  tuition  of  students, 
who  are  charged  from  $2  50  to  $3  50  per  quarter,  or 
fromSlO  to  §14  per  year.  The  principals  or  preceptors 
of  these  academies,  are  from  among  the  cleverest  of  the 
graduates  of  the  colleges  and  universities,  and  often  re- 
tain their  conne.xion  with  the  academies  over  which  they 
preside,  for  years,  in  some  instances,  as  that  of  Exeter, 
New  Hampshire,  for  lift-.  Thus  these  academies,  oc- 
cupying a  position  of  commanding:  influence,  and  being 
located  in  the  very  centre  and  fucus  of  those  means 
wliich  may  be  the  most  efl^ectually  brought  to  bear  up- 
on the  great  mass  of  mind  in  the  village  grammar 
sciiools  and  district  schools,  present  continually  the 
most  powerful  attraction  to  the  young  of  both  sexes 
within  the  range  of  their  influence.  They  exert  also  a 
most  valuable  and  powerful  impulse  upon  every  grade 
of  education  below  them,  and  their  tendency  is  constant- 
ly to  push  forward  the  standard  of  liberal  educatim  in 
the  colleges  and  universities  above  them.  They  have 
most  of  them  at  present  a  valuable  teacher's  course  con- 
nected with  them,  and  during  the  autumn  term  of  each 
year,  often  attract  from  20  to  100  young  men  who  are 
preparing  to  become  practical  teachers. 

A  question  of  very  grave  importance  suggests  itself 
to  my  mind,  while  comparing  tlie  chartered  academies 
of  our  State  with  those  adverted  to  above,  viz:  Cannot 
our  academies  be  renovated  and  /ilaced  upon  sicck  a  fuoting 
as  would  ^ive  to  them  at  length  the  relutive  importance 
and  influence  which  iheij  ought  to  possesi  in  a  well  ar- 
ranged general  system?  I  am  fully  aware  of  the  pecu- 
liar embarrassments  of  some  of  them.  Years  may  elapse 
before  the  reaction  produced  by  their  repeated  failures 
will  become  neutralized.  But  suppose  a  minute  ex.imi- 
nation  were  instituted,  and  it  were  found  that  twenty- 
five  out  of  the  whole  number  could  be  resuscitated,  and 
new  life  and  efficiency  given  to  them  by  moderate  annu- 
al appropriations?  Might  not  the  success  of  these 
twenty-five  demonstrate  the  vulue  and  importance  of 
this  feature  of  a  system  of  general  education,  and  ren- 
der it  comparatively  easy  at  some  future  period,  to  es- 
tablish and  sustain  a  flourishing  academy  in  every  coun- 
ty of  the  Commonwealth? 

In  connection  with  this  topic,  we  have  that  of  the  de- 
pressed and  embarrassed  condition  of  most  of  the  col- 
leges of  the  State.  Of  the  eight  or  nine  chartered 
colleges  and  universities,  two  or  three  have  actually 
closed  their  halls;  two  or  three  otliers  have  but  a  lan- 
guishing and  sickly  existence;  and  but  for  the  rank 
they  hold  on  the  basis  of  their  charter,  of  conferring 
degrees,  could  scarcely  be  said  to  occupy  a  position 
equal  to  the  academies  of  some  of  the  sister  States.  By 
extending  moderate  legislative  patronage  to  all  the  col- 
leges of  the  State;  for  example,  gi, 000  each,  to  relieve 
any  present  embarrassments,  and  §2,000  annually,  to 
enable  them  to  increase  their  libraries,  chemical  and 
philosophical  apparatus,  and  (where  manual  labour  is 
identified  with  their  course)  to  add  to  their  mechanical 
and  agricultural  implements,  and  to  provide  for  a  teach- 
er's course;  might  not  the  object  of  furnishing  competent 
teachers  for  the  academies  and  common  schools  be  effectu- 
ally subserved? 

The  very  intim  ite  connection  subsisting  between  a 
flourishing  state  of  the  colleges,  (especially  those  of 
the  country,)  and  a  healthful  state  of  the  academies 
and  common  schools,  may  not  at  once  appear  obvious: 
but  so  forcibly  does  it  present  itself  to  my  mind,  th.at  I 
can  scarcely  conceive  it  possible  for  the  hitter  to  flour- 
ish without  the  former;  and  it  is  equally  impossible  for 


the  former  to  flourish,  in  a  high  degree,  without  the 
latter.  The  colleges  must  educate  teachers,  compe- 
tent, well-finished  men. — The  teachers,  on  the  other 
hand,  in  the  schools  and  academies,  must  train  youth 
for  the  colleges.  The  obvious  reasons  why  the  gradu- 
ates of  the  colleges  of  this  Commonwealth  are  compar- 
atively so  few,  are,  first — the  depressed  state  of  the 
academies,  which  rarel}  furnish  students  for  the  college 
classes:  and  secondly — the  meagre  slate  of  the  colleges, 
which  almost  rarely  furnish  teacliers  for  the  academies. 
A  reason,  also,  why  nearly  three-fourths  of  our  most 
eminent  civilians,  and  nearly  an  equal  proportion  of 
eminent  men  in  the  other  professions,  are  from  other 
States,  or  graduates  of  the  colleges  of  other  States,  is,  that 
the  colleges  of  our  own  State  do  not  possess  such  at- 
traction, from  the  real  advantages  which  they  hold  out, 
as  to  compete  with  those  above  alluded  toj  nor  do  they 
exert  such  an  influence  in  calling  forth  native  talent,  as 
to  meet,  from  the  yearly  number  of  their  gradujites,  the 
annual  demand. 

In  regard  to  the  supply  of  competent  ieachers,a.  subject 
intimately  connected  with  the  above,  and  already  allud- 
ed to,  it  is  obvious  that  nothing  like  the  requisite  num- 
ber can  be  immediately,  or  for  several  j'ears,  furnished. 
How,  under  the  existing  state  of  things,can  we  begin  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  meet  the  more  pressing  wants,  and 
ultimately,  to  make  a  permanent  and  full  provision  for 
all  the  children  and  youth  of  the  State? 

In  Prussia,  where  the  science  of  education  {pedago- 
gics) is  carried  to  a  very  high  degree  of  excellence,and 
where  the  profession  of  teaching  is  by  common  consent 
allowed  a  high  rank  among  the  liberal  professions, they 
have  teachers'  seminaries.  In  1830,  tliere  were  thirty 
of  these  seminaries,  containing  1600  or  1700  puplls,and 
furnishing  froiTi  650  to  700  teachers  annually.  The 
students,  in  most  of  these  institutions,  continue  from 
two  to  three  years,  and  on  leaving,  receive  a  certificate 
of  their  competency.  In  some,  they  continue  a  shorter 
period, and  receive  only  a  condition:d  recommendation. 
In  such  cases,  it  is,  by  an  edict  of  Government,  made 
their  duty  to  return  again,  after  teaching  two  or  three 
years,  for  further  exercise  and  trial  in  the  institution, 
until  they  are  formally  invested  or  recommended  as  in- 
structors. It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  these  excellent 
seminaries  for  teaching,  have  principally  arisen  (indeed 
with  one  or  two  exceptions)  since  1815;  after  the  atten- 
tion of  government  and  the  public,  had  been  particularly 
turned  lo  the  improvement  of  common  schools.  The  more 
elevated  the  standard  of  instruction  became,  the  more 
pressing  necessity  there  was  found  to  be,  for  well  edu- 
cated instructors;  and  these  teachers'  seminaries  have 
been  increasing  in  numbers  and  excellence,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  increasing  demand  for  able  teachers. 

With  several  of  the  institutions  for  general  education, 
answering  to  our  colleges,  in  Prussia,  a  teachers'  course. 
is  connected.  This  was  the  earliest  efficient  measure, 
bearing  upon  a  supply  of  competent  teachers.  With  each 
of  the  institutions  of  this  class,  a  model  school  of  chil- 
dren is  united,  in  order  to  afford  an  opportunity  to  the 
young  men  who  are  to  be  teachers,  to  become  familiar 
with  the  management  of  the  school-room,  the  disposi- 
tions of  children,  and  to  acquire  a  facility  in  communi- 
cating knowledge.  In  so  ripe  and  perfect  a  system  of 
general  education  as  th.at  of  the  Prussian  dominions, 
this  is  found  to  be  a  most  admirable  feature. 

I  have  not  adverted  to  the  Prussian  system,  with  a 
view  of  recommending  it  as  a  whole.  No  greater  mis- 
take in  the  practical  concerns  of  education  can  be  com- 
mitted, than  copying  entire  systems,  without  carefully 

*  The  profession  of  teachers,  numbers,  in  the  Russian 
dominions,  from  21,000  to  23,000.  The  annual  demand 
to  fill  the  vacancies  which  occur  yearly,  is  estimated  in 
a  recent  German  work  on  education,  to  be  nearly  900. 
I  he  number  actually  furnished  by  the  teachers' semina- 
ries, being  about  700,  the  remaining  number  is  taken 
from  the  gymnasia  and  schools  of  general  education. 
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estimating'  the  difference  of  cii-cumstances.  What  is 
intrinsically  excellent  and  admirably  adapted  to  the  lati- 
tude of  Goltingen  or  Wurtcmbiirg-,  may  be  a  disastrous 
failure  at  Harrisbiirg-. 

Nothing  but  a  deep  and  thorough  acquaintance  with 
the  existing  circumstances,  peculiar  prejudices,  and 
organization  of  society,  can  furnish  a  safe  and  intelligent 
basis  of  calculation,  as  to  the  fitness  of  any  given  sys 
tern,  or  the  modification  which  it  sliould  receive. 

In  Massachusetts,  they  have  ventured  gradually  to 
adopt  several  features  of  the  Prussian  or  German  sys- 
tem. First,  connecting  the  teachers'  course  wiih  the 
colleges  and  academies;  and  within  the  last  year,  esta- 
blishing a  teachers'  seminary , without  the  model  school  of 
boys.  'l"he  former,  the  teachers'  course,  has  been,  in  al- 
most every  instance,  successful.  The  latter,  the  teach- 
ers' seminary,  is  so  far  successful,  though  it  is  generally 
believed  to  have  been  prematurely  established.  From 
the  personal  qualifications,  and  long  and  rare  expe- 
rience of  its  principal,  [Mr.  Hall,]  1  do  not  doubt  it 
may  become  a  permanent,  and,  perhaps,  a  triumphantly 
successful  institution.  But  owing  to  the  difference  of 
circumstances,  the  same  seminary  would  languish  and 
die  among  us.  The  teachers'  course  might  be  added  to 
our  college  system,  and  at  length  to  that  of  the  acade- 
mies, when  they  shall  have  become  sufficiently  elevat- 
ed. When  the  circumstances  are  favourable,  the  mo- 
del childrens'  school  might  be  connected  with  this  course. 
The  colleges,  however,  are,  and  will  continue  to  be,  so 
few, that  it  were  impossibk-  that  they  should  accomplish 
more  than  a  fractional  part  of  the  work.  They  are, 
moreover,  remote  from  the  great  bulk  of  the  popula- 
tion. It  is,  as  before  hinted,  to  tlie  county  academies 
that  we  must  look.  Let  the  colleges  first  furnish  com- 
petent and  efficient  teachers  for  these  academies,  with 
the  certain  prospect  that  they  will  be  needed.  There  is, 
in  all  our  counties,  a  rich  mine  of  talent,  which  remains 
unwrought.  Now,  it  is  only  necessary  to  get  access  to 
it  with  proper  means  and  facilities  for  operation,  to 
bring  it  out  to  the  light,  and  stamp  upon  it  a  coinage 
and  superscription  which  will  give  it  currency.  These 
academies,  if  on  a  proper  basis,  in  a  flourishing  condi- 
tion, and  in  the  hands  of  well  qualified  teachers,  would 
bring  the  blessings  of  education  so  near  to  every 
mind  that  is  susceptible  of  the  least  impulse  or  excite- 
ment, that  they  could  not  fad  to  bring  out  for  teachers 
of  common  schools,  and  for  the  liberal  professions, 
hundreds  who,  but  for  the  nearness  of  their  residence 
to  those,  would  never  have  conceived  it  possible  to  ac- 
quire any  thing  beyond  the  merest  rudiments  of  educa- 
tion. 

I  beg  to  assure  you,  sir,  of  the  high  consideration 
which  I  entertain  toward  yourself  personally,  and  the 
honourable  gentlemen  of  your  committee,  and  to  sub- 
scribe myself. 

Very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAUNCEY  COLTON. 
Ilarrisburg,  19th  December,  18j3. 

(To  be  continued.) 


GREAT  MEEIING  OF  THE  PEOPLE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  mechanics,  manufacturers,  mer- 
chants, and  others,  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadel- 
phia, signers  of  the  memorial  to  Congress]^  asking  relief 
from  the  present  pecuniary  distress  of  the  country, held 
on  the  square  fronting  the  Merchants'  New  Exchange, 
February  22,  1834, 

John  A.  Brown,  Esq.  in  the  Chair,  and 

Samuel  Richards,  William  Gill,  Benjamin  Naglee, 
George  Miller,  Israel  Roberts,  Thomas  Fletcher,  Ro- 
bert Barton,  John  Scholefield,  Bela  Badger,  Vice  Pre- 
sidents; and 

Jacob  M.  Thonus,  Henry  C.  Corbit,Richard  .Morgan, 
Charles  J.  Wolbert,  Secretaries. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  the  object  of  the  meeting 


was  to  receive  the  report  of  the  Delegation  appointed 
at  the  meeting  held  on  the  3d  inst. 

Whereupon,  Elihu  Chuunciy,  Esq.  on  behalf  of  the 
Delegation,  ottered  tlie  following  report,  which  was 
read  by  Joseph  M'Uvaine,  Esq.  and  adopted  by  general 
acclamation, 

REPORT    OF    THE    COMMITTEE    OF   DELE- 
GATES. 

The  Committee  of  Delegates  appointed  by  a  "  meeting 
of  the  mechanics,  manufacturers,  merciiants,  traders, 
and  others,  signers  of  the  memorial  to  Congress,  ask- 
ing relief  from  present  distress  by  returning  the  Go- 
vernment  Deposits  to  the  Bank  of  tlie  United 
States, "  to  represent  at  Washington  the  views  and 
wishes  of  the  memorialists,  respectfully  submit  the 
following 

REPORT. 

On  the  evening  of  Saturday,  the  8th  of  February, 
twenty-one  of  the  Delegates  assembled  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  and  entered  on  the  duties  assigned  them 
by  their  fellow  citizens.  After  a  consult.ation  with  the 
Representatives  from  the  Second  and  Third  Congres- 
sional Districts,  it  was  determined  that  General  M'Kean, 
of  the  Senate,  and  Mr.  Binney,  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, should  be  requested  to  take  charge  of  the 
Memorial  of  the  Citizens  of  Philadelphia,  entrusted  to 
the  Committee;  a  request  to  which  both  of  these  gen- 
tlemen promptly  and  cheerfully  acceded. 

On  Monday,  the  10th,  Mr.  Binney  laid  the  Memorial 
before  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  an  eloquent 
and  judicious  speech,  admirably  calculated  to  promote 
its  objects,  and  bespeak  the  favorable  attention  of  the 
members.  He  vouched  in  the  strongest  manner  for  the 
authenticity  of  the  signatures,  the  truth  of  t!ie  state- 
ments contained  in  the  Memorial,  and  for  the  character 
and  motives  of  the  subscribers.  The  Delegates  were 
delighted  with  the  manner  and  language  of  Mr.  Binney 
on  this  interesting  occasion,  and  witii  the  obvious  effect 
produced  upon  the  House.  Of  that  gentleman  it  is 
abundant  praise  to  say  that  he  realised  every  expecta- 
tion which  their  knowledge  of  his  distinguished  talents 
and  high  personal  character  had  led  them  to  indulge. 

At  his  suggestion  the  Memorial,  after  being  read  by 
the  Clerk,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  with  the  names  and 
occupations  of  all  the  subscribers. 

On  Tuesday,  the  11th  of  February,  another  copy  of 
the  Memorial  was  presented  to  the  Senate,  by  General 
M'Kean,  with  a  few  appropriate  remarks.  As  that  gen- 
tleman resides  a  distance  from  the  City  of  Philadelphia, 
and  could  therefore  have  little  personal  knowledge  of 
the  condition  of  this  community,  or  of  the  individuals 
who  signed  the  Memorial, a  letter  (of  which  the  follow- 
ing is  a  copy)  had  been  addressed  to  him  by  the  Dele- 
gales,  which  letter  was  read  with  the  Memorial,  and 
with  it  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Finance. 

City  of  Wasuington,  Feb.  11,  1834. 

"  Sir — Having  been  deputed  by  a  large  number  of 
the  citizens  ofthe  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  to 
present  to  Congress  their  Memorial  on  the  subject  of 
the  present  national  distress,  we  request  of  you  the  fa- 
vor to  offer  the  same  to  the  consideration  ofthe  Senate; 
and,  in  doing  so,  we  would  state  some  circumstances 
which  our  immediate  relation  to  the  parties  enables  us 
to  know. 

"That  paper  contains  the  signatures  of  ten  thousand 
two  hundred  and  fifly-nine  persons,  who  are,  as  we 
verily  believe,  citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phila- 
del|.hia,  of  full  age,  and  for  the  most  part,  individu:illy 
known  to  us.  It  expiesses  the  sentiments  of  men  of 
every  political  sect,  in  every  station  of  life,  and  engag- 
ed in  every  branch  of  honest  industry;  of  those  who, 
differing  on  many  other  points,  are  brought  together  by 
a  common  sense   of  suffijring,  and  among  whom  there 
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prevails   a  feeling  of  intense  alarm,  anxiety  and  dis- 
tress. 

"  Our  community  await  the  action  of  Congress,  in  the 
most  painful  suspense;  making  every  effort  to  sustain 
its  condition,  and  to  avert  that  ruin  which  may  possibly 
overtake  them,  wliile  (he  representatives  of  the  Peo- 
ple are  yet  deiiberating  on  the  subject.  The  miseries 
of  our  fellow  citizens  caimot  be  depicted  without  enter- 
ing too  much  into  detail.  We  may  say,  however,  that 
the  suspension  of  our  commerce  and  industry  has  al- 
ready been  so  great, that  thous.indsare  without  employ- 
ment, who  may  be  driven,  by  further  pressure,  and  ir- 
resistible necessity,  to  acts  of  violence  and  fraud. 

"  Believing  that  a  most  dangerous  crisis  is  fast  ap- 
proaching, we  come  to  the  constituted  authorities  of 
the  nation,  praying  them  to  exercise  that  power  which 
they  alone  possess,and  by  a  prompt  and  efficient  reme- 
dy, to  save  our  country  from  the  disastrous  conse- 
quences of  a  depreciated  currency,  and  a  general  in- 
solvency. 

"  At  this  moment  of  anxiety,  we  have  left  our  private 
concerns,  and  have  come  to  the  seat  of  Government, 
prepared  to  attest  the  facts,  and  sustain  the  principles 
contamed  in  the  Memorial.  We  therefore  respectfully 
request  that,  in  presenting  it,  you  will  express  these 
views  to  ihe  Senate,  with  our  earnest  hope  that,  by  the 
prompt  and  efficient  action  of  the  Government,  the 
people  may  be  rescued  from  the  evils  they  now  feel, 
and  from  the  still  greater  calamities  which  they  justly 
apprehend. 

"  We  hsve  the  honour  to  be,  with  profound  respect, 
your  obedient  servants, 

"  Elihu  Chauncey,  Henry  Troth,  Mordecai  D.  Lew- 
is, Merrit  Canby,  John  S.  Warner,  J.  Fisher 
Learning,  Joseph  H.  Dulles,  Isaac  Macauly,Joseph 
Mcllvaine,  Joseph  Smith,  Thomas  Fassitt,  James 
M;utin,  John  Struthers,  Samuel  Comly,  Caleb 
Cope,  Thomas  Fletcher,  Gideon  Scull,  Bela  Bad- 
ger, Itobert  T.  Potts,  Benjamin  Naglee. 
"Hon.  Sancel  M'Kean,  U.  S.  Senate." 

Tn  further  execution  of  the  duties  assigned  to  them, 
the  delegiles  touk  the  earliest  opportunity  to  call  upon 
all  the  Representatives  in  Congress  from  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  frankly  to  lay  before  them  the  exist- 
ing state  of  the  currency,  commerce,  and  industry  of 
the  country;  the  causes  which  have  led  to  so  much  pub- 
lic anxiety, and  private  distress, and  the  remedies  which, 
in  their  judgment,  would  prove  effectual. 

They,  at  the  same  time,  extended  to  those  gentlemen 
a  general  invitation  to  visit  them  in  their  rooms,  for  the 
purpose  ot  discussing  the  interesting  questions  connect- 
ed with  their  mission;  which  invitation  was  very  gener- 
ally accepted,  and  became  the  source  of  much  plea- 
sure, as  well  as  instruction,  to  the  delegates.  They 
were  gratified  to  find  thai  a  majority  fi  the  Pennsylva- 
nia members  disapprove  the  course  of  the  F.xecutive 
in  its  controversy  with  the  bank,  and  regarding  that 
course  as  the  primary  cause  of  the  distresses  of  the 
cojntry,  will  vote  for  the  restoration  of  the  deposits, 
and  the  re-charter  of  the  institution.  They  were  gra- 
tified, moreover,  by  the  politeness  of  many  gentlemen 
whose  views  were  different,  and  by  the  disposition, 
which  nearly  all  of  them  evinced,  patiently  to  hear,  an  1 
candidly  to  examine,  the  facts  and  arguments  adduced 
by  the  delegates.  Such  conduct  is  evidence,  at  least, 
of  a  conscientious  regard  for  the  interests  and  opinions 
of  their  constituents,  and  justifies  tlie  hope  wiiich  the 
delegates  confidently  entertain,  that  when  public  opi- 
nion shiU  have  been  roused  in  the  various  districts  of 
the  State,  and  that  opinion  freely  expressed,  the  almost 
unanimous  voice  of  Pennsylvania,  in  both  Houses  of 
Congress,  will  utter  a  veto  against  Executive  usurpa- 
tion, and  demand  the  restoration  of  the  country  to  its 
former  happy  and  prosperous  state. 

The  delegates  cannot  take  leave  of  this  part  of  the 
subject,  without  tendering  to  those  members  from  Penn- 


sylvania, with  whom  they  maintained  this  friendly  and 
agreeable  intercourse,  the  cordial  thanks  of  themselves 
and  their  fellow  citizens;  nor  can  they  omit  particularly 
to  mention  the  polite  attentions  and  zealous  co-opera- 
tion of  Messrs.  Binney,  Harper,  and  Watmough,  the 
more  immediate  representatives  of  this  community. 

The  memorial  being  thus  satisfactorily  disposed  of  in- 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  the  delegates  thought  it  re- 
spectful to  call  on  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  make  known  to  him  the  condition,  the  sufferings, 
and  opinions  of  their  constituents.  This  interview  took 
place  by  appointment  at  2  o'clock  on  the  11th  of  Feb- 
ruary. The  delegates  having  been  severally  introduc- 
ed to  the  President,  were  received  with  such  politeness 
and  courtesy  of  manner,  as  to  justify  the  expectation  of 
a  patient  and  candid  hearing.  In  this,  however,  they 
were  disappointed.  The  Chairman  had  hardly  announc- 
ed in  one  or  two  sentences  the  general  nature  of  our 
mission,  -when  the  President  interrupted  him,  .and  pro- 
ceeded in  a  vehement  discourse  of  more  than  twenty 
minutes'  duration,  to  announce  to  us,  and  through  us  to 
our  constituents,  /lis  opinions,  and  his  determinations,  in 
reference  to  the  restoration  of  the  deposits,  therechar- 
ter  of  the  bank,  and  the  future  disposition  of  the  pub- 
lic revenue.  In  the  course  of  those  remarks  (which  as 
they  were  long,  and  somewhat  desultory,  it  is  deemed 
unnecessary  to  present  in  detail)  the  following  positions 
were  distinctly  assumed  by  the  President: 

1.  That  application  for  relief  must  be  made  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  not  to  him;  that  whatever 
distress  existed  in  the  community  (and  he  believed  there  ■ 
was  some  distress)  had  been  caused  by  the  bank,  which 
was  hoarding  its  specie  and  curtailing  its  discounts  in 
order  to  crush  the  State  banks  and  compel  the  govern-' 
ment  to  abandon  its  policy.  That  the  executive  had  i 
power  to  relieve  the  distress  of  the  communit}',  but  thai 
the  stockholders  of  the  bank  might  effect  that  object' 
by  electing  directors  who  would  conduct  its  affairs  hori' 
estli/  and  on  principles  of  Christian  benevolence, 

2.  That  the  present  directors  of  the  bank  had  violat-' 
ed  its  cha'  ter;  by  giving  to  the  president  the  whole  pow-' 
er  of  the  bank;  a  power  to  use  its  funds  without  vouch- 
er or  receipt.  That  such  a  power  in  the  hands  of  one' 
man,  was  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  country,  and 
liad  been  used  to  destroy  the  elective  franchise.  I'hat' 
the  president  of  the  bank,  if  an  honest  man,  would  not 
have  accepted  a  trust  so  uidawful.  That  for  these  rea-' 
sons  he  regarded  the  b  mk  as  a  monster  of  corruption,' 
which  he  was  determined  to  put  down.  That  a  bank  ! 
using  its  powers  ought  (as  he  repeatedly  expressed  it): 
to  be  robbed  of  those  powers. 

3.  That  the  law  creating  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  was  in  his  opinion  unconstitutional.  That  i 
power  to  create  a  National  Bank,  was  conferred,  or  in-' 
tended  to  be  conferred  by  the  constitution — That  the 
provision  by  which  Congress  was  authorized  to  regulate  "" 
the  currency,  had  reference  only  to  domestic  and  foreign 
coin,  and  not  to  paper  of  any  description. 

4.  That  having  made  up  his  mind  irrevocably  upon 
all  these  \io'm\s— Andrew  Jackson  never  would  restore 
the  deposits  to  the  Bank — Andrew  Jackson  would  never 
rccharter  that  monster  of  corruption — That  neither  per- 
suasion nor  coercion;  not  the  opinions  of  the  people, 
nor  the  voice  of  the  legislature,  could  shake  his  fixed 
determination — That  sooner  than  consent  to  restore  the 
deposits,  or  recharterthe  Bank,  he  would  undergo  the 
tortures  of  ten  Spanish  inquisitions;  that  sooner  than, 
live  in  a  country  where  such  a  power  prevailed,  he 
would  seek  an  asylum  in  the  wilds  of  Arabia. 

5.  It  was  announced  by  the  President  that  he  meant 
to  continue  the  present  system  of  collecting  the  reven- 
ue by  the  State  Banks,  until  the  experiment  had  been 
fully  tried,  and  at  all  events  until  the  expiration  of  the 
ch.arter  of  the  United  States  Bank.  That  he  had  no- 
doubt  of  the  success  of  the  experiment,  nor  that  the 
Slate  Banks  would  answer  all  the  purposes  of  the  coun*r 
try: — Thiit  he  would  furnish  the  country  with  as  good, 


1834] 


CHEAT  MEETING— REPORT  OF  THE  DELEGATES. 


137 


nay,  a  better  and  more  solvent  currency  than  that  of  the 
National  Baftk. — That  he  h;icl  early  foreseen  and  provi- 
ded against  the  inclinilion  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  to  crush  the  State  Banks,  and  tliat  his  interposi- 
tion alone  h;vd  saved  them  from  ruin.  That  he  would 
continue  to  protect  the  State  Banks  by  all  the  means  in 
his  power. 

6.  The  President  admitted  that  considerable  distress 
had  lollowed  the  action  of  the  Government  in  relaticm 
to  the  deposits.  He  had  never  doubted  that  Brokers  a.nd 
Stock  Speculators,  and  all  who  were  doing  business  upon 
borrowed  capital,  would  suffer  severely,  under  the  ef- 
fects of  the  measure,  and  that  all  such  people  oug'ht  to 
break. 

The  foregoing  paragraphs  are  believed  to  contain  ail 
the  important  ideas  expressed  by  the  President,  in  the 
first  part  of  his  discourse  to  the  Delegates.  In  some 
emphatic  expressions  his  language  is  accurately  pre- 
served, while  liis  numerous  repetitions  of  the  same  idea 
in  different  words,  vvliich  served  unnecessarily  to  pro- 
long the  interview,  have  been  avoided.  Once  or  twice 
the  Chairman,  took  occasion  to  explain  that  he  seemed 
to  misappiehend  the  position  of  tl\e  Deleg.ates;  that  they 
had  not  come  to  represent  the  bank  or  promote  its  in- 
terests, but  to  lay  before  him  the  condition  and  wishes 
of  citizens  of  Philitdelphiu,  unconnected  with  that  insti- 
tution and  engaged  in  the  various  departments  of  com- 
merce and  industry.  Such  explanation's,  however,  pro- 
duced no  visible  effect  on  the  tenor  of  the  President's 
discourse,  nor  did  he  allow  an  opportunity  to  make 
those  statements  as  to  the  condition  of  this  community 
with  which  tlie  delegates  were  especially  charged. 

In  reference  to  this  declaration,  that  he  would  con- 
tinue, the  present  system  ef  collecting  the  revenue 
through  the  State  Banks,  until  the  experiment  had  been 
fairly  tried,  one  of  the  Delegates  inquired,  whether  he 
had  determined  upon  any  plan  by  which  tlie  country 
might  be  relieved  in  case  the  experiment  failed.  His 
answer  was,  that  he  was  disposed  to  be  candid,  and 
would  explain  his  views  on  that  point.  That  in  order 
to  restore  the  currency  to  the  condition  intended  by  the 
the  Constitution,  and  place  the  monied  concerns  of  the 
country  where  the  sages  of  tlie  Constitution  found  and 
left  them,  he  proposed  to  put  out  of  circulation  all  notes 
of  five  dollars  and  under  by  placing  the  public  money  in 
such  State  Banks,  as  would  issue  no  notes  below  ten 
dollars — and  by  forbidding  the  receipt  in  payment  of 
the  revenue  of  the  notes  of  all  banks,  which  should  is- 
sue notes  under  ten  dollars.  That  the  same  process 
would  next  be  pursued  in  reference  to  all  notes  under 
twenty  dollars,  and  thus  a  metallic  currency  be  ensur- 
ed for  all  the  common  purposes  of  life,  while  the  use  of 
bank  notes  would  be  confined  to  those  engaged  in  com- 
merce. 

The  same  delegate  having  inquired  when  he  propo- 
sed to  put  this  plan  into  execution,  the  answer  was,  not 
immediately — not  until  the  expiration  of  the  charter  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  Go  home,  gentlemen, 
(said  he)  and  tell  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  re- 
lieve the  country  by  increasing  its  business.  Let  the 
United  States  Bank  make  no  run  upon  the  State  Banks, 
and  I  will  take  care  that  the  State  Banks  make  no  run 
upon  her.  Let  the  war  between  the  Banks  cease,  and 
all  will  be  well  in  forty-eight  hours.  The  Bank  of  the 
United  States  is  trying  to  crush  the  State  Banks.  Tell 
the  State  Banks  that  1  will  protect  them,  and  that  the 
power  of  the  United  States  Bank  is  nearly  gone,  and 
that  it  will  be  compelled  to  cease  its  present  course. 
Here  one  of  the  deleg.ites  observed  to  the  President — 
we  are  many  of  us,  sir,  connected  with  State  Banks, 
and  yet  we  know  of  no  such  warfare  between  them  and 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  you  speak  of.  It  does 
not  exist  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  There  is,  on  the 
contr&ry,  the  utmost  good  will  and  harmony  between 
the  United  States  Bank  and  the  other  Banksof  our  city, 
and  nearly  all  the  latter  are  in  favor  of  a  re  charter.  To 
which  the  President  quickly  replied — I  know  all  about 
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it,  sir;  I  know  that  some  of  your  banks  have  combined 
in  favor  of  the  B.mk  of  the  United  States;  I  have  exam- 
ined the  whole  subject,  and  understand  it  better  than 
any  of  you.  I  have  looked  impartially  .at  both  sides  of 
the  question,  and  have  the  best  inforui.ition  on  the  sub- 
ject, from  Maine  to  New  Orleans,  from  the  most  un- 
doubted sources.  I  learn  this  morning,  (Feb.  11  )  from 
New  York,  that  slocks  are  rising,  ancl  that  money  is  be- 
coming .abundant.  Let  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  pur- 
sue their  business  on  principles  of  Chrisiian  benevolence, 
and  all  will  be  wi-11.  Let  them  wind  up  the  business  of 
the  Bank,  without  attempting  to  break  down  the  Go- 
vernment, and  force  a  recharter,  and  it  will  die  with  the 
blessings  of  thousands;  otherwise,  it  will  have  the  curses 
of  millions.  1  have  read  the  scriptures,  gentlemen,  and 
I  find  that  when  Moses  ascended  the  mountain,  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel  rebelled,  and  made  a  golden  calf  and  wor- 
shipped it,  and  it  brought  a  curse  upon  them.  This 
bank  will  be  a  greater  curse.  1  have  no  hostility  to  the 
bank;  lam  willing  it  should  expire  in  peace;  but  if  it 
does  persist  in  its  war  with  the  Government,  I  have  a 
measure  in  contemplation  wliich  will  destroy  it  at  once, 
and  which  I  am  resolved  to  apply,  be  the  consequences 
to  individuals  what  they  may.  The  Bank  has  in  circu- 
lation ten  millions  of  checks,  which  I  have  no  doubt  are 
illegal,  and  wliich  I  will  direct  the  State  Banks  to  refuse 
in  payment  of  tiie  public  revenue.  These  checks  must 
then  be  returned  upon  the  Bank,  and  will  drain  her  of 
the  specie  she  is  hoarding.  This  measure  I  will  apply, 
unless  the  bank  desists  from  its  course. 

Here  the  Chairman  remarked,  that  the  bank  was  per- 
fectly aware  of  the  design  of  the  Executive  in  reference 
to  the  checks,  and  gave  it  as  a  reason  for  not  extending 
its  discounts,  and  fur  retaining  so  large  an  amount  of 
specie  on  hand.  That  daily  and  hourly  applications  for 
relief  were  made  by  our  citizens  to  the  bank,  without 
effect.  That  the  Directors  of  that  iiisiitution  felt  bound 
to  husband  their  resources  and  stand  on  the  defensive, 
while  so  serious  a  weapon  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Execu- 
tive. Well,  sir,  replied  the  President,  let  them  do  right 
and  I  will  not  injure  them,  but  if  they  persist  in  mea- 
sures which  I  deem  oppressive  and  unjust,  they  must 
expect  to  feel  my  power.  In  the  course  of  these  re- 
marks, of  which  a  plain  and  certainly  not  an  exaggerat- 
ed sketch  has  been  attempted  by  your  delegates,  the 
President  veiy  frequently  used  the  expression  that  HE, 
was  determined  to  place  and  to  leave  HIS  government, 
where  the  sages  who  framed  the  Constitution  found  and 
left  it,  and  also  to  place  the  currency  and  revenue  of  the 
country  where  the  sages  found  and  left  it. 

It  occurred  to  se>-eral  of  the  delegates  to  ask  for  an 
explanation  of  phrases  which  conveyed  no  distinct  or 
tangible  meaning  to  their  minds.  Their  historical  read- 
ing had  taught  them,  that  the  framers  of  the  Constitu- 
tion found  the  government  in  anarchy  and  left  it  in  or- 
der; that  they  found  the  currency  and  revenue  in  ruins, 
and  left  both  in  a  state  of  exalted  prosperity;  and  that 
one  of  the  instruments  by  which  this  change  had  been 
effected,  was  a  national  bank,  bearing  almost  equal  date 
with  the  constitution  itself— a  bank  of  the  same  kind 
which  the  President  had  stigmatized  as  a  monstrous 
contrivance  above  and  against  both  the  constitution  and 
the  law.  Fearing  however  that  it  might  lead  to  a  con- 
troversy about  facts  and  history,  and  unwilling  to  con- 
tend with  one  whose  opportunities  at  least  have  been 
better  than  their  own,  they  abstained  from  inquiries 
which  their  curiosity  strongly  urged,  but  which  prom- 
ised to  lead  to  no  useful  result. 

The  interview  iiad  now  lasted  about  an  hour,  and 
during  that  period  it  had  been  impossible  for  the  dele- 
gates, without  unpardonable  rudeness  towards  the  Chief 
Magistrateof  the  nation,  to  explain  to  him  their  busi- 
ness and  their  wishes.  It  had  become  obvious,  more- 
over, that  his  mind  was  pro-occupied  by  a  view  of  the 
subject,  which  would  neutralize  the  effects  of  facts  or 
reasoning,  that  he  regarded  the  whole  question  as  a  con- 
test between  the  bank  on  the  one  hand,  and  him  and 
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HIS  government  on  the  other;  a  contest  in  which  tlie 
people  had  no  concern,  except  as  they  might  ari-ay 
themselves  as  partizans  of  either,  th;\t  he  considered  his 
own  powiT,  and  the  stability  of  HIS  governmen*  staked 
upon  the  issue;  and  consequently  that  the  arguments  of  | 
those  who  disclaim  connection  with  either  parly,  and 
owned  no  allegiance  but  to  truth  and  justice,  and  the 
common  weal,  would  either  be  rejected  without  a  hear- 
ing, or  if  heard,  would  be  utterly  disregarded.  I 
Chs  delegates,  therefore,  as  soon  as  this  painful  and  I 
(as  free  citizens  they  must  add)  humiliating  conviction  , 
was  forced  upon  their  minds,  rose  to  talce  leave.  One 
of  Iheir  number  seized  the  opportunity  ofa  parting  word 
to  say,  with  emphasis,  that  to  the  President,  and  to  his 
conduct  in  removing  the  putjlic  deposits,  tlie  citizens  of 
Philadelphia  attribute;!  tlie  distress  under  which  they 
labor.  His  reply  to  this  remark  was  but  a  repetition  of 
assertions  previously  made,  and  the  delegates  retired 
with  no  cause  of  complaint  as  to  their  personal  treat- 
ment, but  indignant  that  the  voice  of  more  than  ten 
thousand  citizens,  could  be  deemed  by  the  President  un- 
worthy his  aitention,  and  with  a  sad  conviction  that  the 
high  places  of  power,  in  a  land  boasting  of  its  freedom, 
were  closed  and  barred  against  unpalatable  truth. 

The  remainder  of  the  week  was  devoted  by  the  De- 
legates to  conversations  with  members  of  Congress,  as 
well  from  other  States  as  from  Pennsylvania,  and  to  the 
collecting  of  such  information  as  they  thought  might 
prove  useful  and  interesting  to  then-  fellow  citizens. 
They  have  pleasure  in  saying,  that  the  reception  and 
the  treatment  which  they  experienced  in  all  quarters 
was  of  the  most  cordial  and  friendly  kind.  Among  the 
gentlemen  from  other  States, to  whose  co-operatlo«  they 
feel  particularly  indebted,  are  .Messrs.  Clay,  Calhoun, 
"Webster,  Southard,  Sprague,  Mangum,  Chambers,  Por- 
ter, Preston  of  the  Senate;  and  Messrs.  M'Duffie,  E. 
Everett,  Huntingdon,  and  Selden,  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, all  well  known  by  character  to  our  con- 
stituents, and  the  latter  more  especially  for  his  recent 
disregard  of  parly  connections,  when  they  seemed  to 
conflict  with  the  obligations  of  truth,  and  with  his  high 
sense  of  public  duty  and  personal  honor. 

Upon  the  whole  the  delegates  have  abundant  reason 
to  rejoice  in  the  gener.il  result  of  their  efforts  and  ob- 
servations at  the  seat  of  Government.  They  believe 
that  their  exertions  in  connexion  with  those  made  by 
other  Committees  from  various  parts  of  the  country  have 
produced  a  decided  impression  upon  Congress,  and  that 
the  great  work  in  which  the  American  people  have  so 
deep  an  Interest,  is  auspiciously  begun.  They  could 
perceive  even  among  the  most  zealous  supporters  of  the 
Executive,  a  growing  distrust  of  the  capacity  of  the 
State  Banks,  to  answer  the  purposes  of  the  country,  and 
an  increasing  opinion  that  some  institution  of  a  nation- 
al kind  was  necessary  to  regulate  the  currency  and  to 
collect  and  distribute  the  public  revenue. 

They  found,  moreover,  that  the  scruples  of  those 
who  have  heretofore  regarded  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  as  unconstitutional,  were  fast  yielding  to  the  con- 
viction that  the  power  to  create  a  fiscal  agent,  responsi- 
ble to  Congress,  is  quite  as  clear,  as  the  power  to  em- 
ploy as  such  agents  those  banks  already  established, 
over  which  Congress  has  no  control,  but  whose  respon- 
sibility must  be  to  the  Executive  alone. 

They  would  recommend  to  all  wlio  disapprove  the 
late  measure  of  the  executive,  not  only  to  express  their 
opinions  in  public  meetings  and  memorials  to  Congre 
but  also  through  the  instrumentality  of  respectable 
committees,  who  may  converse  face  to  face  with  their 
own  Representatives,  and  prove  by  their  presence  at 
such  distance  from  their  homes,  that  no  trifling  or  ima- 
ginary evils  are  the  subjects  of  complaint.  If  this  course 
be  persevered  in,  the  delegates  entertain  a  sanguine 
hope,  that  before  the  close  of  the  present  session,  the 
primary  causes  of  the  embarrassment  of  the  community 
may  be  effectually  removed. 
To  sustain  this  opinion  which  some  miy  consider  rash, 


let  us  look  back  upon  the  change  already  effected.  Six 
weeks  ago  the  aspect  of  affairs  at  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment, was  gloomy  in  the  extreme.  To  those  who  mourn- 
ed over  the  bleeding  constitution  and  prostrated  indus- 
try of  the  country,  there  seemed  no  hope,  but  in  the 
patriot's  maxim  not  to  despair  of  the  republic,  while 
thnt  republic,  had  form  and  being.  At  that  period  of 
darkness  the  Executive  was  supported  by  a  large  ma- 
jority of  the  House  of  Representatives,  banded  together 
by  party  relations  which  seemed  indissoluble,  and  bar- 
ring at  the  threshhold  every  measure  of  relief  How 
different  is  the  present  condition  of  tbat  House.  In  a 
recent  vote  of  direct  censure  upon  the  conduct  of  the 
President,  a  bare  majority  of  the  members  present 
(which  if  all  the  seats  were  full  would  sink  into  a  mi- 
nority) have  refused  to  concur.  Of  those  who  refused, 
many  are  known  to  the  delegates, to  differ  with  the  Presi- 
dent as  to  the  constitutionality  and  necessity  of  a  Nation- 
al bank,  and  when  the  question  directly  occurs  will  so 
record  their  votes. 

And  how  has  all  this  change  been  wrought.?  By  the 
voice  of  an  injured  people  newly  awakened  to  this  in- 
teresting subject — a  voice  first  uttered  in  the  South, and 
now  returning  in  echoes  upon  all  the  winds — a  voice 
that  must  prevail  unless  the  people  falter  in  the  path  of 
duty  and  abandon  a  work  which  is  only  yet  begun. 
The  great  effort  should  be  to  rouse  public  opinion  in  all 
parts  of  the  country,  and  bring  it  to  bear  upon  the  Pre- 
sident and  Congress.  When  the  former  shall  have  ex- 
perienced its  concentrated  force,  it  will  be  time  enough 
for  him  to  announce  his  irrevocable  decree.  Until  then 
the  delegates  must  continue  to  believe,  what  the  theory 
and  practice  of  our  government  have  heretofore  taught, 
that  the  people  are  sovereign  and  that  no  servant  of 
theirs  will  dare  disobey  them. 

The  delegates  having  now  completed  the  formal  du- 
ties assigned  them  by  their  fellow  citizens,  beg  leave  to 
close  with  one  or  two  considerations  of  most  serious  im- 
port. 

The  difficulties  and  embarrassments  which  they  were 
commissioned  to  explain  to  the  Representatives  of  the 
people,  and  from  which  they  were  instructed  to  demand 
immediate  relief,  are  not  temporary  in  their  nature  but 
certain  to  continue  with  increasing  severity,  until  the 
cause  which  produced  them  is  removed,  and  a  just  con- 
trol over  the  currency  of  the  country  once  more  estab- 
lished through  the  agency  of  a  national  bank.  That  no 
other  agency  can  effect  this  object  has  more  than  once 
been  proved  by  disastrous  experience,  and  that  the 
winding  up  of  the  present  bank,  without  any  adequate 
provision  for  supplying  its  place,  must  spread  ruin  and 
idleness  and  poverty  where  prosperity,  industry  and 
co'iifort  have  heretofore  prevailed,  is  as  certain  as  the 
connexion  between  cause  and  effect. 

Let  no  man  therefore  who  disapproves  of  the  conduct 
of  the  government  in  reference  to  the  bank,  stop  short 
in  his  exertions,  of  the  great  object  of  producing  its  re- 
charter.  Let  no  one  delude  himself  with  the  hope  that 
commerce  and  industry  will  gradually  accommodate 
themselves  to  the  new  state  of  things,  and  that  though 
the  career  of  the  executive  remain  unchecked  all  may 
yet  be  well  with  the  country  and  the  people.  That  there 
will  be  periods  of  occasional  relaxation  in  the  money 
market  is  to  be  expected  as  the  result  of  other  and  ob- 
vious causes.  But  the  pressure  must  recur  with  addi- 
tional force  after  each  interv.al  of  comparative  relief.  It 
must  continue  with  such  intervals,  until  either  its  catise 
be  removed,  or  the  whole  property  of  the  country  has 
undergone  a  revolution.  Severe  as  have  been  the  suf- 
j  feringsof  business  men,  within  the  last  three  months, 
that  class  of  the  community  are  as  yet  on  the  threshhold 
of  the  destiny  which  awaits  them.  Numerous  as  have 
been  the  failures  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  they  are 
but  feeble  shadows  of  those  coming  events,  which,  un- 
less Providence  shall  soften  the  hearts  of  our  rulers, 
must  involve  the  land  in  universal  bankruptcy. 

Again — The  system  by  which   the  revenue  of  the 
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country  is  now  collected  and  distributed  in  opposition 
to  law,  and  in  violation  of  a  solemn  contract— that  sys- 
tem to  wliicli  the  community  is  indebted  for  all  its  suf- 
ferings; is  deliberately  spoken  of  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  as  an  EXPKKIMEMT.  which  he  is 
determined  to  try;  and  on  the  failure  of  which  he  will 
endeavor  to  find  some  suitable  remedy  for  the  injuries 
it  has  occasioned. 

Is  there  an  American  citizen,  who  can  listen  to  such 
a  declaration  without  serious  alarm?  Is  there  a  cit'izen 
who  will  not  inquire  by  what  authority  it  is,  that  the 
fruits  of  liis  industry  and  the  hopes  of  his  offspring 
are  made  the  subject  of  wanton  or  useless  experiment. 

Is  there  a  citizen  who  will  not  pronounce  that  such  a 
power,  if  it  exist  at  all,  exists  by  usurpation,  and  not  un- 
der the  letter  of  the  Constitution? 

The  fact  is,  this  movement  is  but  the  last  of  a  long 
series  of  experiments  upon  the  credulity  and  indolence 
of  the  American  people,  all  tending  to  tne  same  object, 
to  prostrate  public  opinion  at  the  feet  of  a  faction,  and 
secure  to  that  faction  both  permanent  and  unlimited 
power.  Hitherto  these  experiments  have  seemed  to  be 
successful.  A  disciplined  array  ot  office  holders  and 
office  seekers,  the  standingarmy  of  executive  influence, 
have  contrived,  in  a  great  measure,  to  suppress  public 
sentiment,  and  to  substitute  in  its  pi  ice  a  sluvish  echo  of 
their  master's  will.  Industrious  and  quiet,  and  unambi- 
tious citizens,  with  nothing  to  ask  of  the  government 
but  protection,  have  abstained  too  much  from  public  af- 
fairs, and  have  thus  left  the  government  of  the  countrj' 
in  the  hands  of  a  small,  but  active  and  organized  mino 
rity.  The  last  great  eff'ort  of  that  faction  to  place  the 
whole  revenue  at  the  disposal  of  the  executive,  and  to 
grasp  the  purse  with  the  SAme  hand  that  wields  the 
sword,  will  if  it  prove  successful,  fix  their  power  beyond 
the  danger  of  disturbance. 

It  is  fur  the  people,  the  real  people  of  this  country 
those  uho  love  the  Constitution,  and  value  its  privi- 
leges, those  who  depend  for  their  standing  and  liveli- 
hood upon  neither  politics  nor  office,  to  determine  tlie 
result  of  tliis  final  and  fatal  experiment.  Such  indi- 
viduals, if  they  would  save  the  country,  must  be  up 
and  doing;  and  they  should  take  no  rest  until  the  ob- 
ject is  attained.  'J  he  present  is  no  time  for  half  way 
measures.  It  is  emphatically  a  time  when  first  princi- 
ples must  be  looked  to,  and  no  dalliance  indulged  with 
questions  of  expediency.  He  that  would  serve  his 
country  in  this  hour  ot  peril,  must  seek  instruction 
from  the  pure  oracles  of  freedom,  and  reject  the  false 
prophets  who  prophecy  in  its  name.  He  must  contri- 
bute his  full  quota  to  that  active  and  wholesome  public 
sentiment,  which  alone  can  preserve  our  institutions, 
and  operate  as  a  check  upon  unprincipled  rulers.  He 
must  realize  that,  if  he  neglect  to  speak  or  act,  on  all 
proper  occasions,  upon  the  great  questions  now  at  is- 
sue,he  becomes  recreant  to  his  own  lntertst,and  betrays 
his  country  into  the  hands  of  her  enemies. 

If  the  present  condition  of  ihe  country  be  such,  as 
justly  to  excite  the  apprehensions  of  every  American 
patriot,  it  should  be  viewed  with  still  greater  alarm  by 
the  people  of  Pennsylvania.  The  fiscal  concerns  of 
this  commonweal!  h  are  in  a  condition  to  feel, with  double 
severity,  any  violent  shock  to  public  confidence,  any 
derangement  of  the  currency,  or  prostration  of  the  en- 
terprise and  industry  of  her  citizens.  Her  wide  spread 
system  of  internal  improvements,on  which  nearly  twen 
ty  millions  have  already  been  expended.is  yet  unfinish 
ed.  To  the  revenue  from  her  canals  and  rail  roads  she 
h  is  looked  with  confidence  for  resources  to  meet  her 
engagements;  and  that  revenue  cannot  flow  into  the 
public  treasury  until  her  leading  communications  be- 
tween the  Atlantic  and  the  interior  arc  ready  for  use. 
In  the  present  state  of  embarrassment  and  alarm,  while 
money  is  commanding  an  exorbitant  in'erest  for  the 
private  use;  where  is  she  to  look  for  funds  to  complete 
her  magnificent  works,  or  to  place  them  in  a  condition 
to  be  useful  and  profiiable. 


Had  it  pleased  Providence  to  prolong  the  prosperity 
of  the  country  for  another  year,  she  might  have  realis- 
ed in  part  the  fruits  of  her  enterprise,  and  would  have 
occupied  a  position  comparatively  safe.  As  it  is,  if 
the  policy  and  the  action  of  the  General  Government 
undergo  no  change,  she  must  be  content  to  pause,  not 
at  the  outset  or  in  the  middle  of  a  glorious  career,  but 
with  the  goal  of  her  enterprise  distinctly  in  view;  and 
after  nearly  all  the  expense  and  inconvenience  has 
been  incurred.  Can  her  citizens  fuil  to  be  indignant  at 
such  an  issue?  Will  their  indignation  be  less,  because 
the  shaft  which  has  levelled  their  hopes  with  the  dust 
was  foiged  and  aimed  by  the  hand  of  a  rival?  The  del- 
egates think  not.  They  believe  that  a  spirit  is  now 
abroad  in  Pennsylvania  which  is  destined  to  redeem 
both  herself  and  the  country.  They  know  that  she 
has  the  power.  They  know  that  when  her  censures 
shall  have  been  uttered  against  the  faction  which  now 
rules  the  land,  tiiat  faction  will  sink  into  helpless  imbe- 
cility, and  no  obstacle  will  remain  to  the  satisfactory 
adjustment  of  these  momentous  questions  which  agitate 
the  communitv. 

One  word  of  exhortation  to  their  fellow  citizens,  and 
the  delegates  have  done.  It  is  no  common  occasion 
which  has  called  for  this  unprecedented  assemblage. 
The  evils  to  be  averted  are  of  no  common  character, 
and  call  for  the  exertion  of  extraordinary  energy.  A 
contest  has  commenced— the  parties  to  which  are  the 
people  on  one  hand,  and  the  Executive  on  the  other— 
acontest  full  of  difficulty  and  involving  our  dearest  in- 
terests as  citizens  and  as  freemen.  Let  all  so  regard  it, 
and  let  all  so  conduct  themselves  as  to  show  they  un- 
derstand  its  nature  and  its  consequences.  Let  him  that 
hath  property,spare  of  his  abundance  to  secure  the  re- 
mainder; let  him  that  hath  talents  or  affluence  expend 
them  freely  in  the  cause  of  social  happiness  and  of  char- 
tered rights— and  he  that  has  neither  of  these,  let  him 
bring  a  patriot's  heart  and  a  patriot's  voice  as  his  most 
acceptable  sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  his  country. 

Let  old  and  young,  rich  and  poor,  the  learned 
and  the  unlearned,  join  hand  in  hand,  and  with  one 
voice  and  spirit,  as  they  have  one  inteiest  in  the  event, 
unite  their  efTorts  to  bind  up  the  wounds  of  their  af- 
flicted country,  and  restore  her  once  more  to  health 
and  prosperity.  If  the  prevalence  of  such  a  feeling 
shall  (late  from  this  day,  the  hallowed  anniversary  of 
the  birth  of  the  father  of  his  country,  each  succeeding 
return  of  the  same  auspicious  day,  will  carry  with  it  an 
additional  claim  to  the  respect  and  veneration  of  the 
American  people. 

ELIHU  CHAUNCEY, 
THOMAS    FASSITT, 
JAMES  MARTIN, 
WILLIAM  GILL, 
JOHN  STRUTHKRS, 
SAMUEL  COMLY, 
CALEB  COPE, 
JOSEPH   H.   DULLES, 
THOMAS  FLEl  CHER, 
GIDEON  SCULL, 
JOHN  WATEKS, 
ROBERI-  T.  POTTS, 
BENJAMIN  NAGLEE, 
HENRY  TROTH, 
MOROECAI  U.   LEWIS, 
JOSEPH   SMITH, 
MERUIT   CANBY, 
JOHN  S.    WARNER, 
J.  FISHKR  LE.MING, 
ISAAC  MACAUl.EY, 
JOSEPH   M  ILVAINE, 
BELA  BAUGEU. 

Committee. 

CAtEn  Cope,  Esquire,  on  behalf  of  the  Delegation 
offered  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions,  which 
were   seconded  by  Joseph    R.  Ikoehsol,  Esquire,  by 
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which  gentleman  they  were  most  eloquently  and  ably 
supported,  and  were  adopted  without  dissent. 

The  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowirg  preamble  and  resohitiuns. 

Whereas  it  is  believed,  that  a  sound  currency  is  es- 
sential to  national  prosperity,  and  that  to  the  influence 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  are  to  be  attributed  the 
advantages  of  a  sound  and  equal  circulating  medium, 
high  public  credit  and  low  rates  of  interest,  in  the  en- 
jo)  ment  of  which  private  enterprise  has  flourished,  and 
the  finances  of  the  state  and  of  the  general  government 
have  been  successfully  managed,  and  it  is  evident  that 
the  attempts  now  made  to  break  up  a  system  so  fully 
tested  and  so  admirably  adapted  to  our  country,  are 
highly  injurious,  and  if  persisted  in  will  be  destructive 
alike  to  public  and  private  prosperity,  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  present  crisis,  so  full  of  danger 
to  the  constitution,  and  so  marked  by  assaults  upon  all 
that  is  valuable  in  property  and  in  civil  rights,  demands 
our  resolute,  active  and  unyielding  efforts,  to  restore 
the  broken  faith  of  the  government  and  to  sustain  the 
institutions  of  our  country. 

2.  Resdlved,  That  the  avowed  intention  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive to  prosecute  an  Experiment  on  the  National 
Currency,  bv  wielding  al  his  sole  will  the  entire  reven- 
ue, is  a  usurpation  incompatible  with  our  system  of  go- 
vernment, and  at  utter  variance  with  the  duties  of  a 
Chief  Magistrate  of  a  Republic,  who  is  no  more  above 
the  law  than  the  humblest  citizen  of  our  land. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  sentiments  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  his  manner  and  tone  at  the  recent 
interview  with  the  delegates  from  this  community,  and 
his  open  declarations  onthat  and  other  occasions,  evince 
a  settled  purpose  to  destroy  the  present  currency  of 
the  country,  by  a  rash  and  ruinous  experiment.  That 
by  his  disregard  of  consequences,  resulting  from  the 
measures  of  his  administration;  by  his  reluctance  to 
listen  to  facts  or  reason.and  by  substituting  the  personal 
feelings  and  arbitrary  will  of  Andrew  J  acksov,  in  place 
of  the  official  dignity  and  constitutional  action  of  the 
Phesident  or  the  United  States,  he  has  introduced 
into  the  Government  a  feature  unknown  to  the  Consti- 
tution and  dangerous  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
people. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  common  prosperity  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  United  States,  and  more  especially  the 
peculiar  interests  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  and  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  demand  an  immediate  re-char- 
ter of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  so  that  confidence 
may  be  restored,  lost  faith  be  recovered,  an  impulse  to 
industry  be  given,  and  our  country  be  raised  from  its 
present  despondency,  to  a  state  of  active  and  cheerful 
enterprise. 

5.  Resolved,  That  in  the  present  suspension  of  com- 
merce and  the  arts;  and  in  the  consequent  distress 
spread  through  society,  we  see  but  the  beginning  of 
those  evil?,  wliich  if  they  be  not  remedied  by  the  ac- 
tion of  Congress,  will  eventually  produce  most  extended 
ruin— that  it  is  the  duty  of  every  man,  who  has  any 
thing  to  lose  by  a  revolution,  or  any  thing  to  gain  by  a 
government  of  laws,  to  put  forth  his  strength  in  belialf 
of  his  country,  and  not  to  give  back  until  truth  shall 
prevail,  and  the  country  be  restored  to  its  former  pros- 
perity. 

6.  Resolved,  That,  in  a  crisis  like  this,  all  minor  dif- 
ferences of  opinion,  all  secondary  distinctions  of  sec- 
tions or  of  party  should  be  cast  aside,  and  the  freemen 
of  the  country  should  be  urged  to  rally  under  the  broad 
banner  of  the  Constitution,  in  defence  of  their  primary 
and  essential  rights. 

7.  Resolved,  Tiiat  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
of  otlier  States,  be  invited  to  hold  county  and  town 
meetings,  for  the  purpose  of  averting  the  approaching 
I'uin—and  it  is  recommended  that  Committees  of  Cor- 
respondence be  organized,  and  that  deputations  from 
each  meeting  to  be  sent  to  Washington,  to  explain  to 
Congress  the  condition  of  the  country,  and  to  enforce 


the  necessity  of  immediate  relief;  by  a  restoration  of 
the  currency  and  public  confidence. 

8.  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  free- 
men of  the  several  counties  of  Pennsylvania  who  ag^-ee 
with  us  in  sentiment  as  to  the  causes  and  remedy  of 
the  present  distress,  to  appoint  delegates  to  a  general 
convention  to  be  held  in  Harrlsburg,  for  the  purpose  of 
devising  measures  to  restore  the  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try. 

9/  Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  the 
Girard  Bank  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  ought  not  to 
retain  the  public  deposits  and  thereby  countenance  and 
uphold  a  system  which  is  believed  to  be  unlawful,  and 
which  experience  has  already  shown  to  have  a  disas- 
trous influence  on  the  prosperity  of  the  city. 

10.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  thirty  be  appoint- 
ed by  this  meeting  with  power  to  convene  from  time  to 
time,  to  fill  vacancies  in  their  own  body,  or  otherwise 
to  enforce  the  objects  of  this  meeting  at  Washington, 
Harrlsburg,  and  elsewhere;  to  correspond  with  other 
committees  throughout  the  United  States,  and  to  adopt 
such  measures  as  in  their  judgment  will  tend  to  accom- 
plish the  objects  of  the  foregoing  resolutions,  and  to 
continue  the  same  until  their  exertions  shall  be  crown- 
ed with  success. 

On  motion  of  Ellhu  Chauncey,  Esq.  it  was 
Resolved,  That  tlie  President,  Vice  Presidents  and 
Secretaries  of  this  meeting  be  authorized  to  select  a 
committee  of  safety  consisting  of  thirty  citizens  to  per- 
form the  duties  designated  by  the  tenth  resolution,  and 
to  give  notice  thereof  in  the  public  papers. 
On  motion 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  pre- 
sented to  Joseph  R,  Ingebsoll,  Esq.  for  his  appropri- 
ate and  eloquent  address  delivered  on  this  occasion, 
with  the  request  of  a  copy  for  publication. 
On  motion  of  John  A.  Brown,  Esq.  it  was 
Resolved  unanimously.  That  the  thanks  of  this  meet-, 
ing  are  justly  due  and  heartily  offered  to  the  gentle- 
men composing  the  delegation  to  AVashington  lor  the 
prompt  and  faithful  manner  in  which  they  have  dis- 
charged the  duty  confided  to  them. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be. 
published  in  all  the  daily  papers  of  this  city. 
On  motion  adjourned. 

JOHN  A.  BROWN,  President. 

Samuel  Richards, 

William  Gill, 

Benj.  Naglee, 

Geo.  Miller, 

BelaBadgeb, 

Israel  Roberts, 

Thos.  Fletcher, 

Robert  Burton, 

John  Scholefield, 

Vice  Presidents, 
Jacob  M.  Thomas, 
Henry  C.  Corbit, 
R  chard  Morgan, 
C.  J.  Wolbert, 

Secrefaries. 
At  the  conclusion  of  the  meeting,  nine  hearty  cheers 
were  given  for  the  "  Constitution  and  the  Laws." 

COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 
The  Committee  appointed  at  the  meeting  of  manu-  ' 
facturers,  mechanics,  merchants,  traders  and  others, 
held  on  the  22d  inst.  at  the  New  Exchange,  have  se- 
lected the  following  named  gentlemen  to  act  as  the 
Committee  of  Safety,  under  the  10th  resolution  of  that 


house  this  evening  at  7^  o'clock. 

The  following  is  a  libt  of  the  Committee. 
Ellhu  Chauncey  Henry  Flickwir 

Caleb  Cope  Daniel  Fitler 

Charles  Williams  Arundinus  Tiers 
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Henry  Troth  Samuel  Grant 

Gideon  Scull  1  imoliiy  Caklwell 

Samutl  Comly  Andrew  C.  B.irclay 

Charles  Massey  Trueman  M.  Hubbell 

Joseph  M'llvaine  Robert  Wain 

John  Stmthers  Joseph  II.  Dulles 

Meiritt  Canby  Uobert  T.  Potls 

Joseph  Few  Smith  Cornelius  Tiers 

Thomas  Fassitt  Robert  Toland 

Joseph  Smith, (carpenter)  Thomas  V.  Hoopes 
Lawrence  bhuster  Isaac  Koons 

David  Woelpper  Hugh  Hollingfshead 

JOHN  A.  BROWN,  Chairman. 
Jacob  M.  Thomas,  Secretary. 


WESTERN  PENITENTIARY. 

Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  visit  the  Western 
Penitentiary  — Mr.  M'Cleane,  Chairman.  Read  in 
the  House  of  Representatives,  Feb,  10,  1834. 

The  Committee  appointed  under  a  resolution  of  this 
House  "to  visit  the  Western  Penitentiary,  to  inspect 
and  examine  the  progress  of  the  work,  and  to  report  to 
this  House  what  further  improvements  and  alterations 
may  be  necessary  to  complete  the  same,"  Repotit, 
The  t  its  membe.-s  examined  with  as  much  scrutiny  and 
care  as  the  short  time  they  were  enabled  to  devote  to 
this  subject  would  permit — Tlie  block  of  cells  under 
progress;  the  accounts  and  vouchers  of  those  entrusted 
with  the  disbursement  of  the  money  appropriated  to 
remodel  the  prison;  the  situation  of  the  convicts,  with 
reference  to  their  physical  and  moral  condition,  togeth- 
er with  the  fidelity  and  exertions  of  the  warden  and  his 
assistants  to  secure  the  benefits  for  w  hich  the  prison  was 
intended,  and  the  objects  for  which  our  enliglitened 
penal  code  was  adopted.  1  here  being  as  yet  but  one 
block  of  cells  commenced, the  examination  was,  of  course, 
confined  to  this.  It  is,  however  the  largest  block  that 
can  be  erected  within  the  present  bounds,— extending 
across  the  centre  of  the  building,  and  containing  one 
hundred  and  eight  commodious  cells,  all  of  wiiich  are 
well  ventilated,  witli  sufficient  light,  and  an  admirable 
apparatus  for  observing  cleanliness.  The  cells  in  the 
lower  tier  are  necessarily  somewliat  larger  than  those 
in  the  second  story;  but  in  both  ranges  they  are  suffi- 
ciently capacious  to  admit  of  the  employment  of  the 
convicts  at  any  of  the  mechanical  occupations.  The 
cells  themselves  are  built  of  freestone,  in  a  manner 
which  reflects  great  credit  on  the  skill  and  judgement 
of  the  architect  and  workmen. 

T  he  second  story  of  the  range  of  cells  is  roofed  in 
by  solid  slabs  of  stone,  extending  across  from  one  par- 
titit  n  wall  to  the  other,  and  secured  down  by  strong 
bolts  in  a  manner  that  would  appear  to  render  it  utterly 
impossible  for  one  confined  wiihin  the  cell,  by  the  ut- 
most efforts  of  ingenuity  and  perseverance,  to  effect  an 
escape.  This  plan,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee, 
is  much  preferable  to  the  arched  roofs  of  the  Eastern 
Penitentiary,  both  as  to  durability  and  security.  Indeed, 
the  whole  plan  of  the  structure  appears  to  be  admirably 
calculated  to  answer  the  purposes  for  which  it  is  intend- 
ed. It  is,  however,  to  be  regretted,  that  the  cells  are 
not  yet  in  such  a  state  of  forwardness  as  to  fit  them  for 
the  reception  of  the  convic's,  and  from  what  could  be 
learned  on  the  spot,  will  not  be  before  the  middle  of 
March  or  first  of  April  This  is  much  to  be  regretted, 
as  the  discipline  at  present  observed  in  the  prison  is 
necessarily  very  defective  from  the  miserable  plan  of  the 
old  building,  being  totally  unfit  for  observing  the  ret;u- 
lalionsor  adopting  the  metliod  for  labor  enjoined  by 
our  laws  for  the  direction  of  Penitentiary  punishment. 

Theplan  embraced  for  the  construction  of  the  present 
one,  it  is  confi<lently  believed,  will  obviate  every  diffi- 
culty, and  produce,  according  to  the  opinion  of  compe- 
tent and  judicious  persons,  the  best  structure  yet  devis- 


ed for  the  employment  and  reformation  of  the  unfortu- 
nate beings  who  are  to  become  its  occupants. 

The  nuu.ber  of  cells  in  the  range  now  constructing, 
although  sufficient  lor  the  separate  confinement  of  all 
the  convicts  at  present  in  the  Penitentiary,  it  is  proba- 
ble will  not  remain  long  so.  But  there  are  other  rea- 
sons which  induce  the  committee  to  recommend  to  the 
Legislature  the  propriety  of  making  an  early  appropria- 
tion to  continue  the  progress  of  the  work  according  to 
the  original  plan  proposed  for  reconstructing  the  prison 
so  far,  at  least,  as  to  complete  another  block  of  cells. 
All  the  fixtures  and  necessary  apparatus  for  continuing 
the  work  are  now  on  the  spot,  and  in  condition  to  be  ef- 
fectually applied  to  the  purposes  for  which  they  were 
constructed.  A  large  quantity  of  materials  not  made 
use  of  in  the  range  nearly  completed,  can  be  advanta- 
geously worked  into  the  block  designed  to  be  built; 
but  if  its  progress  should  now  be  arrested  this  would  all 
be  lost,  and  of  course  the  Commonwealth  lose  the 
amount  of  the  original  cost,  which  was  very  considera- 
ble. 

There  is  another  consideration,  of  some  importance, 
which  should  induce  the  Legislature  to  prevent,  if  pos- 
sible, any  interruption  to  the  continuance  of  the  work: 
— The  persons  who  have  had  the  superintendence,  and 
performed  the  labour  of  what  has  already  been  so  well 
accomplished,  are  at  hand  to  engage  in  its  continuance, 
and  of  course  their  experience  must  have  supplied  them 
with  the  knowledge  of  the  best  means  and  cheapest 
way  of  overcoming  the  difficulties  which  must  necessa- 
rily be  encountered  in  every  new  undertaking, — being 
aware  that  the  circumstances  which  retarded  the  speed 
of  their  former  labours  will  accelerate  their  future  ef- 
forts. From  these  considerations,  the  committee  woulil 
recommend  to  the  Legislature  to  make  an  immediate 
appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  Inspec- 
tors to  continue  their  improvements  without  interrup- 
tion. 

I  From  an  examination  of  the  books  and  vouchers  of 
those  entrusted  with  the  disbursement  of  the  money  al- 
ready appropriated,  it  appears  that  the  following  sums 
have  been  expended  for  the  several  objects  specified. 

For  building  materials,  $2^,680  24 

Labor,  superintendence,  he.     13,444  62^ 
General  expenses,  2,225  41 


Total, 
Amount  of  cash  disbursed, 


$38,350  27i 
35,777  Sii 

Balance,  §2,572  76^ 


From  the  above  statement  it  appears, that  the  amount 
expended  for  these  several  oljjects  exceeds  the  amount 
of  cash  disbursed  by  $2,572  76^,  which  is  accounted 
for  by  the  fact  that  considerable  sums  are  credited  on 
the  books  to  contractors  a:;d  others  for  building  mate- 
rials and  general  expenses,  which  have  not  yet  been 
paid.  Before  dismissing  this  subject,  the  members  of 
ihe  committee  would  do  great  injustice  to  their  own 
feelings  if  they  omitted  to  inform  the  House  of  tlie  evi- 
dence that  was  afforded  on  this  examination  of  the  in- 
dustry, zeal  and  fidelity  of  the  gentlemen  entrusted 
with  these  laborious  duties,  and  that  this  arduous  labor 
is  performed  without  compensation,  and  from  a  feeling^ 
of  public  spirit  alone. 

On  proceeding  to  examine  the  situation  of  the  con- 
victs, the  committee  were  at  once  th'jroiighly  convinced 
of  the  total  unfitness  of  the  old  building  for  the  pur- 
poses  of  Penitentiary  punishment.  There  being  at 
present  more  prisoners  than  cells  to  confine  them  in,  tlic 
Warden  is  compelled  to  put  two  in  one  cell,  and  thus 
violate  the  Act  of  Assembly  and  the  sentence  of  the 
court  by  which  they  were  convicted.  Nor  is  this  the  only 
inconvenience.  The  cells  in  which  they  are  confined 
being  so  small,  and  having  no  means  of  ventilation,  the 
air  within  '.hem,  in  a  few  hours,  becomes  so  impure  u 
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lo  prejudice  their  health,  and  renders  it  necessary  to 
open  the  doors  of  their  apartments,  and  thus  allow 
a  full  communication  between  the  prisoners.  At 
the  same  time,  the  rooms  are  so  small  and  badlj'  lighted 
they  are  unable  to  employ  themselves  at  any  labor 
whilst  confined  in  them;  the  consequence  of  which  has 
been,  and  now  is,  that  the  Warden,  in  order  to  keep 
them  employed,  has  to  resort  to  the  old  mode  of  Peni- 
tentiary labor,  by  employing  the  mechanics  in  the 
workshops  of  the  prison,  and  the  laborers  in  the  yard. 
It  is,  however,  but  justice  to  the  Warden  to  say,  that 
the  prisoners  have  been  as  profitably  employed  as  cir- 
cumstances would  permit.  That  portion  of  tliem  en- 
gaged as  laborers,  are  employed  in  working  at  the  cells 
now  erecting;  a  daily  account  of  their  labor  is  kept, 
and  a  credit  given  to  the  county  from  wlience  they 
came; — in  this  way,  many  of  them  are  enabled  to  pay 
the  expense  of  their  support.  Those  engaged  in  the 
mechanic  arts  can  do  still  more;  from  which  the  hope 
may  be  indulged,  that  when  the  new  building  is  finished 
the  community  will,  in  some  measure,  be  relieved  from 
the  double  burthen  of  outrage  on  its  peace  and  proper- 
ty, and  the  maintenance  of  the  perpetrator. 

From  what  has  been  said,  it  will  readily  be  inferred 
that  nothing  is  gained  in  the  way  of  reformation.  The  con- 
victs, from  unrestrained  intercourse,  soon  lose  every 
feeling  of  shame  or  mortification  from  the  circumstances 
in  which  they  are  placed,  and  their  undivided  attention 
appears  to  be  absorbed  in  devising  means  for  escape; 
indulging  hopes  of  pardon,  or  contriving  for  future  de- 
predations on  society.  The  sooner,  therefore,  the 
whole  structure  is  completed,  the  belter  it  will  be  for 
the  interests  of  the  people. 

The  sum  necessary  to  carry  this  desirable  purpose  in- 
to effect,  will  be  about  ^50,000,  agreeably  to  an  esti- 
mate furnished  the  board  of  Inspectors  by  the  Architect, 
who  is  ready  to  obligate  himself  to  accomplish  it  for 
that  amount.  When  finished,  your  committee  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying,  it  will  be  unrivalled,  in  the  per- 
fection of  its  design,  for  preventing  the  escape,  ensur- 
ing the  comfort,  and  contributing  to  the  reformation  of 
the  convict.     Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  be  instructed  to  bring 
in  a  bill  granting  an  appropriation  to  continue  the  re- 
modelling and  improvement  of  the  Western  Peniten- 
tiary. 


COLONEL  M'LANE. 


This  venerable  and  distinguished  soldier  of  the  revo- 
lution, after  having  reached  the  patriarchal  age  of  83, 
closed  his  earthly  pilgrimage  at  Wilmington,  Delaware, 
a  short  time  since. 

Colonel  M'Lane  was  distinguished  for  daring  person- 
al courage  and  for  his  unremitting  activity  as  a  partisan 
officer.  He  was  long  attached  to  Lee's  famous  legion 
of  horse,  which,  throughout  the  war,  was  the  terror  of 
the  British.  An  instance  of  his  personal  powers,  relat- 
ed to  us  bj'  himself,  we  may  be  permitted  to  give. 

While  the  British  occupied  Philadelphia,  Col.  M'Lane 
was  constantly  scouring  the  adjacent  country,  particu- 
larly the  upper  part  of  Philadelphia,  Bucks,  and  Mont- 
gomery counties — seizing  every  opportunity  to  cut  off 
the  scouting  parties  of  the  enemy,  to  intercept  their 
supplies  of  provisions,  and  to  take  advantage  of  every 
opening  which  offered  for  striking  a  sudden  blow.  In 
tliis  capacity  he  rendered  many  important  services  to 
the  army,  and  caused  great  alarm  to  the  British;  and 
though  they  frequently  attempted  to  surprise  and  take 
him,  yet  such  was  his  constant  watchfulness,  that  none 
of  their  attempts  succeeded.  Having  concerted  wiih 
Capt.  Craig  [now  living,  we  believe,  near  Belvidere, 
N.  J.)  the  plan  of  an  attack  upon  a  small  detachment 
of  the  enemy,  they  agreed  to  rendezvous  at  a  house  near 
Shoemakertown,  eight  miles  from  Philadelphia,  on  the 
Willow  Grove  turnpike.     Col.  M'Lane,  having  ordered 


his  little  band  of  troopers  to  follow  at  some  distance, 
commaniled  two  of  them  to  precede  the  main  body,  but 
also  to  keep  in  his  rear;  and  if  they  discovered  an  ene- 
my to  ride  up  to  his  side  and  inform  him  of  it  without 
speaking  aloud.  While  leisurely  approaching  the  place 
of  rendezvous,  in  this  order,  in  the  early  grey  of  the 
morning,  the  two  men  directly  in  his  rear,  foigetting 
their  orders,  suddenly  called  out,  "  Colonel,  the  Brit- 
ish!" faced  about,  and  putting  spurs  to  their  horses, 
were  soon  out  of  sight.  The  Colonel,  looking  around, 
discovered  that  he  was  in  the  centre  of  a  powerful  am- 
buscade, into  which  the  enemy  had  silently  allowed  him 
to  pass  without  his  observing  them.  They  lined  both 
sides  of  the  road,  and  had  been  stationed  there  to  pick 
up  any  straggling  party  of  the  Americans  that  might 
chance  to  pass.  Immediately  on  finding  they  were  dis- 
covered, a  file  of  soldiers  rose  from  the  side  of  the  high- 
way, and  fired  at  the  colonel,  but  without  effect — and 
as  he  put  spurs  to  his  horse,  and  mounted  the  roadside 
into  the  woods,  the  other  part  of  the  detachment  also 
fired.  The  Colonel  miraculously  escaped:  but  a  shot 
striking  his  horse  on  the  flank,  he  dashed  through  the 
woods,  and  in  a  few  minutes  reached  a  parallel  road 
upon  the  opposite  side  of  the  forest.  Being  familiar 
with  the  countr}',  he  feared  to  turn  to  the  left,  as  that 
course  led  to  the  city,  and  he  might  be  intercepted  by 
another  ambuscade.  Turning,  therefore,  to  the  right, 
his  frightened  horse  carried  him  swiftly  beyond  the 
reach  of  those  who  fired  upon  him. 

All  at  once,  however,  on  emerging  from  a  piece  of 
woods,  he  observed  several  British  troopers  stationed 
near  the  road,  and  directly  in  sight  ahead,  a  farm  house, 
around  which  he  observed  a  whole  troop  of  the  ene- 
my's cavalry  drawn  up.  He  dashed  by  the  troopers 
near  him,  without  being  molested,  they  believing  he  was 
on  his  way  to  the  main  body  to  surrender  himself.  The 
farm  house  was  situated  at  the  intersection  of  two  roads, 
presenting  but  two  avenues  by  which  he  could  escape. 
Nothing  daunted  by  the  formidable  array  before  him,  he 
galloped  up  to  the  cross  roads;  on  reaching  which  he 
spurred  his  active  horse,  turned  suddenly  to  the  right, 
and  was  soon  fairly  out  of  the  reach  of  their  pistols, 
though  as  he  turned,  he  heard  them  call  loudly,  surren- 
der or  die,  A  dozen  were  instantly  in  pursuit;  but,  in 
a  short  time,  they  all  gave  up  the  chase  except  two. 
Col.  M'Lane's  horse,  scared  by  the  first  wound  he  had  ' 
ever  received,  and  being  a  chosen  animal,  kept  ahead 
for  several  miles,  while  his  two  pursuers  followed  with 
unwearied  eagerness. 

The  pursuit  at  length  waxed  so  hot  that,  as  the  Colo- 
nel's horse  stepped  out  of  a  brook  that  crossed  the  road, 
his  pursuers  entered  at  the  opposite  margin.  In  ascend- 
ing a  little  hill  the  horses  of  the  three  were  greatly  ex- 
hausted, so  much  that  neither  could  be  urged  faster 
than  a  walk.  Occasionall)',as  one  of  the  troopers  pursued 
a  little  in  advance  of  his  companion,  the  Colonel  slack- 
ened his  pace,  anxious  to  be  atiacked  by  one  of  the 
two — but  no  sooner  was  his  willingness  discovered  than 
the  other  fell  back  to  his  station.  They  at  length  ap. 
proached  so  near  that  a  conversation  took  place  between 
them;  the  troopers  called  out — "  Surrender,  you  c — d 
rebel,  or  we'll  cut  you  to  pieces."  Suddenly  one  of 
them  rode  up  on  the  right  side  of  the  Colonel,  and 
without  drawing  his  sword,  laid  hold  of  his  collar.  The 
latter,  to  use  his  own  words,  'had  pistols  which  he  knew 
he  could  depend  upon. '  Drawing  one  from  the  hols- 
ter, he  placed  it  to  the  heart  of  his  antagonist,  fired  and 
tumbled  him  dead  to  the  ground.  Instantly  the. other 
came  up  on  his  left,  and  also  seized  him  by  the  collar 
of  his  coat.  A  fierce  and  deadly  struggle  here  ensued; 
in  the  course  of  which  Col.  M'Lane  was  desperately 
wounded  in  the  back  of  the  left  hand,  cutting  asunder 
the  veins  and  tendons  of  that  member.  Seizing  a  fa- 
vorable opportunity,  he  drew  his  other  pistol,  and  with 
a  steadiness  of  purpose  which  appeared  even  in  his  re- 
cital of  the  incident,  placed  it  directly  between  the  eyes 
of  his  adversary,  pulled  the  trigger,  and  scattered  the 
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brains  on  every  side  of  the  road.  Fearing^  that  others 
were  in  pursuit  he  abandoned  his  horse  hi  tlie  highway; 
and,  apprehensive,  from  his  extreme  weakne'ss,  that  he 
might  die  from  loss  of  blood,  he  crawled  into  an  adja- 
cent mill  pond  entirely  nuked,  and  at  length  succeeded 
in  stopping' the  profuse  flow  of  blood,  occasioned  by  his 
vjround.  We  have  seen  a  painting  oftiiis  desperate  en- 
counter, very  accurately  representing  the  contest.  It 
used  to  be  common  in  our  auction  rooms,  but  of  late 
years  has  become  scarce.  It  should  be  revived,  painted 
on  a  large  scale,  and  be  hung  up  in  the  house  of  every 
man  who  venerates  the  memory  of  the  departed  patriots 
of  ihis  country.  Germaniown  Telegraph. 

CENTKAL  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH. 

We  learn  that  this  Congregation  is  formed  out  of  a 
part  of  the  Congregation  worsiiipping  in  the  Second 
Presbyterian  Church,  corner  of  Third  and  Arch  street, 
formerly  uiider  the  care  of  the  late  Rev.  Joseph  San- 
ford.  After  the  lamented  death  of  Mr.  Sanford,  a 
part  of  the  Congregation  withdrew,  purchased  a  lot  at 
the  southeast  corner  of  Eighth  and  Cherry  street,  90 
feet  front  on  Eighth  street,  by  160  feet  on  Clierry 
street,  running  to  Sheppard's  alley.  Arrangements 
were  made  for  building  in  March,  1833.  April  22d, 
the  corner  stone  was  laid  with  appropriate  ceremonies, 
and  on  the  same  day,  the  Rev.  John  McDowell,  D.  D. 
of  Elizabethtown,  N.  J.  was  unanimously  elected  Pas- 
tor of  the  Congregation.  Matthew  L.  Bevan,  Samuel 
Richards,  and  Matthew  Newkirk,  were  appointed  a 
building  Committee,  and  the  Committee  employed  the 
Rev.  James  Smith,  Superintendent — Michael  Garnett 
&  Son,  Carpenters— John  Schaffer,  Stone  Mason- 
John  Struthers,  Marble  Mason — James  Allen,  Plaster- 
er— Ettinger,  Perrine  &  Co.  Bricklayers — Bancroft  & 
George,  Painters — and  John  Rambo,  for  Iron  Hailing. 
On  the  lot  is  erected  a  Church  68  feet  front  by  104  feet 
in  length,  including  the  vestibule  and  portico.  The 
front  is  finished  in  the  Grecian  doric  order,  with  a  full 
columned  portico  and  marble  flight  of  steps.  On  the 
east  end  of  the  lot,  and  connected  with  the  church,  is 
erected  a  three  story  building,53  feet  in  length,  and  43 
feet  in  width.  The  first  story  is  neatly  finished  for  a 
lecture  room — second  story  divided  into  two  Sabbath 
school  rooms — the  third  story  in  one  room,  and  a  large 
room  finished  in  the  basement  story  of  the  Church,  for  a 
coloured  school.  The  Sabbath  School  rooms  will  ac- 
commodate 900  children.  On  the  north  side  of  the 
church  there  are  twenty-one  vaults,  finished  and  co- 
vered with  marble  slabs.  The  interior  of  the  Church  is 
finished  in  a  neat  and  rich  style — all  of  the  pews  in 
the  Church  are  lined  with  blue  moreen,  and  the  seats 
on  the  lower  floor  cushioned,  and  will  seat  about  1400  j 
persons.  The  Church  is  to  be  lighted  by  one  grand 
reflector  from  the  centre  of  the  ceiling,  with  42  lamps 
in  it.  The  lot  is  enclosed  by  a  neat  iron  railing  fence, 
and  the  whole  establishment  will  cost  about  $65,000, 
and  be  completed  in  a  short  time  and  opened  for  pub- 
lic worship. 


Expenditures  by  the  City  Commissioners 
New  paving,  ..... 

Unpaved  streets, 
Cleansing  the  streets, 
Docks  and  sewers,  .... 

Lighting  and  watching, 
Pumps  and  <vells. 

Regulating  ascents,  .  .  i 

Expenses  of  offices, 
Services  in  markets. 

Incidental  expenses  of  Councils,        .       , 
Repairing  over  water  pipes,     . 
City  property,        .... 
Repaving  footways. 
Expenses  authorized  by  Councils, 
Sanatory  fund,  .  .  .  . 

Broad  street  rail  road. 


in  1833. 

36,802  90 

.      866  \7 

36,544  91 

r,231  26 

66,95r  15 

1,699  76 

622  12 

rer  05 

686  70 
92  02 

12,807  20 

37,950  78 

607  11 

,     6,995  71 

1,632  12 

21,405  64 
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The  Governor  has  sent  a  message  to  the  Legislature, 
in  relation  to  the  loan,  which  was  lately  unsuccessfully, 
brought  into  market.  His  Excellency  attributes  the  fai- 
lure principally  to  the  Bank  United  States,  and  recom- 
mends a  demand  upon  the  State  Banks  for  the  amount 
of  five  per  cent  on  their  capital, whidi  by  their  charters 
they  are  required  to  loan.  We  received  the  Message 
too  late  for  insertion  this  week;  it  will  appear  next. 


Total, 

For  the  following  items. 
Advertising, 
Black  smith's  work. 
Brick  layer's  work. 
Bricks, 

Care  of  clocks. 
Care  of  Frunkhn  square. 

Independence  do. 

Washington     do. 

Penn  do. 

Carpenter's  work. 
Cleansing  docks  and  sewers. 

Do.       city. 
Collecting  vaccine  cases, 
Curbstone  setting, 
Flagstone, 
Gravel, 

Hardware,  .... 

Hauling  gravel  and  paving  stone, 
KlUing  dogs,  1426, 
Laborers  and  carters. 
Lamp  and  tin  work,     . 
Lime, 
Lumber, 

Messengers  at  ofiices. 
Miscellaneous,         .  . 

Oil,         .... 
Painting  and  glazing,  , 

Paving  stone. 

Pay  of  watch,  .  ,     .. 

Petty  Bills, 

Printing  and  stationary. 
Pump  maker's  work,     . 
Regulating  ascents. 
Services  in  markets. 
Taxes, 
Turning, 
Wharf  building, 


.     233,668  60 


$6A7  08 
.      654  73 

907  50 
3309  77 

265  87 

.     313  36 

380  44 

908  75 
.  48  11 
2,395  53 

468  87 

36,474  18 

288  75 

.      711  24 

4,108  66 

738  54 

239  93 

7,067  88 

1,426  00 

22,062  75 

1,429  05 

119  70 

1,^5  90 

480  00 

58,213  05 

22,700  96 

248  07 

15,973  93 

40.468  64 

3,218  83 

2,122  29 

1,314  67 

622  12 

667  73 

471  94 

.      201  52 

.       131  44 


In  the  northern  diitrict, 
there  was — 


nder  charge  of  John  White, 
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Neto  paving  done,  7,766  square  yards,  which  inchid- 
ing-  stone,  gravel,  bricks,  flag  stone  and  digging,  cost 
g7,894  83,  being  gl  01^  per  square  yard. 

Repaving  2,453  square  yards, cost  1,570  44,  or  nearly 
64  cents  per  square  yard. 

The  number  of  yards  paved  with  one  load  of  stone, 
averaged  about  6  7-11  lbs. 

In  the  middle  district,  under  care  of  Thomas  East- 
lack,  there  were  of  new  paving,  15,970  square  yards, 
which  cost  ^16,885  79,  or  nearly  gl05|  per  square 
yard. 

Repaving  5,034  yards,  cost  1,482  45,  or  nearly  73 
cents,  per  yard. 

A  lo.ad  of  stone  averaged  6  5-12  square  yards. 

Southern  district,  under  charge  of  Wm.  Paries. 

Ntw  paving  18933,  cost  §15927  87i,  or  84^  cents 
per  square  yard. 

Repaving  1,370  yards,  cost  $403  28,  or  nearly  29^ 
cents. 

A  load  of  stone  average,  7  5-12  square  yards,  paved. 

On  Sunday  last,  the  CENTRAL  PRESBYTERIAN 
CHUHCH,  of  which  a  description  is  this  week  inserted, 
was  opened  for  public  worship.  Sermon  in  the  morning, 
by  Rev.  Dr.  John  McDowell,  (the  pastor,)  in  the  after, 
noon,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Miller,  ot  Princeton,  and  in 
the  evening,  by  Rev.  Dr.  William  Neill,  of  German, 
town.  The  house  was  crov/ded  during  each  service, 
but  especially  so  in  the  evening,  when,  for  the  first  time, 
the  superb  apparatus  for  lighting  the  church  was  illumi- 
nated. This  consists  of  a  circular  frame  work,  or  rather 
plate,  occupying  a  central  opening  in  the  ceiling,  ten 
feet  six  inches,  in  diameter;  so  arranged  as  to  be 
drawn  up  above  the  ceiling  into  a  chamber  prepared  for 
it,  and  rendered  fire  proof:  from  which,  the  apparatus 
when  lighted,is  caused  to  descend,upon  a  level  with,  or 
perhaps  a  few  inches  below  the  celling.  In  the  centre 
of  the  plate  is  a  large  gilt  star;  at  some  distance  from  it 
is  a  circular  row  of  lamps,  eacli  lamp  having  a  silver- 
plated  reflector  attached  to  it,  with  a  central  opening  to 
receive  the  chimney  of  the  lamp.  A  similar  row  of 
lamps  and  reflectors  is  arranged  around  the  circumfer- 
ence of  the  plate,  and  the  space  between  the  rows,  is 
covered  with  a  rich  crimson  ground,  with  gilt  stars  in- 
terspersed. A  sliding  stage  is  placed  over  the  opening 
in  the  ceiling,  when  the  apparatus  is  drawn  up,  so  as  to 
enable  the  Sexton  to  light  the  lamps,  'i'he  whole  num- 
ber of  lamps  and  reflectors  is  forty,  and  we  understand 
that  the  place  of  the  large  star  in  the  centre  is  to  be 
filled  by  a  lamp  and  reflector,  which  will  much  improve 
its  appearance.  By  means  of  this  apparatus,  the  whole 
church  is  furnished  with  a  most  brilliant  and  at  the  same 
time  agreeable  light  ;  the  galleries  of  course  receiving 
the  strongest  portion.  The  pews  under  the  galleries, 
not  enjoying  the  direct  rays  from  the  reflectors,  require 
the  aid  of  a  few  lamps,  but  persons  occupying  the  pews 
beyond  the  galleries,  can  see  perfectly  well  to  read 
without  any  additional  light.  This  is,  we  believe,  the 
first  attempt  in  this  country,  to  illuminate  churches  by 
this  method,  and  we  consider  it  a  very  great  improve 
ment,  as  it  removes  the  unpleasant  obstructions  to  the 
view  of  the  speaker,  and  other  inconveniences  to  which, 


by  the  usuiil  mode  of  chandeliers  suspended  fronvthe  ceil- 
ing, the  audience  is  subjected.  The  apparatus  was  made 
by  Messrs.  Cornelius.  We  have  not  learned  the  cost  of  it. 
We  understand  that  daring  the  week,  pews  have  been 
taken  by  members  of  the  congregation,  (to  whom  only 
they  have  as  yet  been  offered,  at  the  valuation)  amounting 
to  upwards  of  §20,000.  Others  who  wish  to  connect 
themselves  with  this  church,  will  have  an  opportunity  of 
obtaining  pews, on  Monday  afternoon  next.  The  gentle- 
men who  have  been  Instrumental  in  erecting  this  house, 
deserve  great  credit  for  furnishing  so  neat,  noble  and 
comfortable  a  building,  and  one  which  is  so  highly  or- 
namental to  the  section  of  the  city,  in  which  it  is  located. 

We  observe  by  an  advertisement,  that  Cornelius 
Tiers,  of  this  city,  in  connexion  with  several  boat  own- 
ers at  diff'erent  places  on  the  route,  have  established  a 
daily  line  for  transporting  merchandise  and  general 
freight,  between  this  city  and  Pittsburgh,  and  all  inter- 
mediate places.  The  line  consists  of  sixteen  Union 
Canal  covered  boats,  thirty-two  cars  on  the  Portage 
rail  road,  and  seven  Pennsylvania  Canal  covered  boats 
on  the  western  division  of  the  Pennsylvania  Canal. 
Goods  will  be  carried  through  (either  way)  by  this  line 
in  ten  days, — a  boat  will  arrive  at,  and  depart  from 
Philadelphia  and  Pittsburgh,  every  day,  except  Sunday. 
The  line  will  commence  running  upon  the  first  opening 
of  canal  navigation. 

Meetings  are  becoming  so  numerous  in  the  city,  and 
throughout  the  state,  to  express  the  views  of  all  parties 
upon  the  present  alarming  situation  of  affairs,  that  we 
cannot  keep  pace  with  them.  We  can  therefore  only 
make  selections  from  the  more  important  proceedings, 
or  insert  them  gradatim,  as  we  can  find  room.  The 
whole  country  seems  to  be  aroused  upon  the  subject,and 
a  state  of  feeling  is  being  engendered,  which  we  should 
be  glad  to  see  appeased  by  the  speedy  removal  of  the 
exciting  causes,  before  it  becomes  uncontrollable. 

A  new  town  has  been  laid  off"  by  Robert  Darragh, 
Hiram  S.  Stow,  Charles  T.  Whippo  and  John  R  Shan- 
non, called  Moravia,  "situated  on  the  state  road, 
about  half  way  between  Beaver  and  Mercer,  on  the 
Pennsylvania  Canal,  at  the  head  of  slack  water  naviga- 
tion,  in  a  healthy  fertile  country,  abounding  in  springs 
of  excellent  water,  bituminous  stone  coal,  iron  ore,  lime 
and  sand  stone."  Lots  to  be  sold  by  auction,  on  the 
premises,  April  29th,  next. 

The  weather  has  been  unusually  mild  for  the  season. 
Some  maple  trees  in  the  State  House  Yard,  have  been 
in  blossom  several  days.  Leaves  are  putting  out  on 
the  willow,  honey-suckle  and  lilac,  and  we  fear  from  the 
warm  rains  we  have  had,  the  fruit  trees  may  be  too  far 
advanced  to  withstand  later  frosts,  which  must  yet  occur. 

Five  fresh  shad,  taken  in  the  river  Delaware,  were 
sold  in  the  fish  market,  on  the  25th  of  February. 

31,843  barrels  of  flour,  and  301.693  bushels  of  odYri 
were  received  at  Boston,  fr»ni  Philadelphia,  n  1833. 
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GOVERNOR'S  MESSAGE. 
Read  in  the  Senate  and  House    of  Representatives, 

February  26,  1834. 

To  the   Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 

Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen:— Recent  events  have  proiluced  a  change 
in  th^  pecuniary  relations  of  the  Commonwealth,  so 
sudden  and  unexpected,  and  of  a  character  so  blighting 
to  the  reasonable  hopes  and  expectations  which  had 
heretofore  been  fondly  cherished,  and  which,  from  the 
flattering  prospects  the  recent  prosperous  condition  of 
the  Common  A'ealth  held  ont  to  us,  we  had  every  rea- 
son to  believe  woidd  be  realized,  tliat  I  feel  it  my  duty 
to  bring  the  subject  before  tlie  representatives  of  the 
people,  as  claiming,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  tlieir  atten- 
tion, and  such  prompt  legislative  action,  as  will  be  best 
calculiited  to  meet  the  emergency. 

Of  iheloanof  tliree  hundred  thousand  dollars,  recent- 
ly authorized  by  the  General  Assembly,  to  meet  de- 
mands upon  the  treasury,  arising  from  t!ie  failure  on 
the  part  of  the  holders  of  the  principal  loan  of  last  year, 
to  comply  with  their  contract,  the  sum  of  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars  still  remains  und'sjiosed  of;  and  for 
the  balance  of  the  last  year's  loan,  amounting  to  seven 
hundred  and  twenty-nine  thousand  dollars,  and  up- 
wards, which  had  been  thrown  into  tlie  market,  and 
which  it  was  expected  would  have  been  negotiated  on 
the  twenty-second  instant,  I  regret  to  say,  not  a  bid  was 
received.  A  disappointment  so  extraordinary,  was 
scarcely  to  have  oeen  expected,  even  under  the  present 
deranged  state  of  the  money  market;  but  whilst  we 
may  regret  that  a  combination  of  circumstances,  so  uii- 
propitious  and  discouraging  in  their  character,  and  bear- 
ing upon  the  important  interests  of  tiie  Com|monwealth, 
should  exist,  it  is  at  the  same  time  gratifying  to  know, 
that  the  causes  in  which  they  originated  are  not  ascriba- 
ble  to  any  depression  of  the  credit  of  the  State;  to  any 
want  of  punctuality  in  meeting  its  engagements;  in  the 
payment  of  interest  upon  its  debt,  or  to  an}'  mismanage- 
ment on  tlie  part  of  those  to  whom  lias  been  intrusted 
the  charge  and  administration  of  its  fiscal  and  olher  con- 
cerns. I  infer  this  from  the  fact,  that  if  such  cause  had 
existed,  its  notoriety  would  long  since  have  been  made 
manifest.  It  is  said  by  those  conversant  with  such  mat- 
ters, and  whose  opportunities  for  acquiring  correct  in- 
formation on  tlie  subject,  entitles  them  to  belief,  that 
Pennsylvania  stocks  are  in  as  good  credit,  and  maintain 
9is  high  prices  in  foreign  markets  now,  as  they  have  done 
at  any  time  heretofore. 

To  what  cause  then  .ire  we  to  look  for  the  difficuhies 
which  embarrass  us  on  ever)'  side?  It  must  be  owing  to 
extraneous  circumstances,  unconnected  with  the  com- 
monwealth or  its  trans.actions,  and  over  wliicli  it  lias  no 
control.  We  must  be  indebted  it  is  presumed,  for  this 
unprnpitious  state  of  things,  to  tlie  existing  excitement 
and  alarm  got  up  in  relation  to  a  supposed  general  state 
of  pressure,  distress  and  embarrassment,  said  now  to  be 
prevalent  in  the  money  market;  and  about  which  we 
hear  so  much.  All  confidence  in  the  currency  of  tlie 
country,  is  said  to  be  destroyed;  that  banks  as  well  as 
individual  capitalists,  are  unwilling  to  adventure  upon 
Vofc.  XIII.  J9 


speculations  or  investments  of  any  kind,  or  to  part  with 
their  money  upon  any  terms.  ,.      , 

Various  causes  have  been  assigned  for  this  alarming 
state  of  things,  all  more  or  less  plausible.  Among 
others  it  is  said  that  the  removal  of  the  public  deposits 
from  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  by  the  General  Go- 
vernment, has  been  tlie  means  of  producing  all  the  mis- 
chief and  pressure  under  which  the  country  is  now  la- 
boring; and  yet  many  of  tlie  friends  of  tliat  institution 
admit,  that  a  restoration  of  the  deposits  is  not  necessa- 
rv  to  the  relief  of  the  money  market.  Whatever  other 
causes  may  exist.  It  cannot  be  disguised  that  we  have 
amongst  us  a  powerful  moiiled  institution,  which  is  at 
this  time  seeking,  bv  all  the  means  of  which  it  is  capa- 
ble, to  accomplish  certain  objects  indispensable  to  its 
existence;  and  having  an  energetic,  a  firm  and  unbend- 
ing antagonist  to  contend  against,  all  its  energies  and 
all  its  powers  (and  they  are  of  no  ordinnry  character) 
have  been  put  in  motion,  to  defeat  his  measures  and  to 
frustrate  his  designs  in  relation  to  it.  . 

It  can  scarcely  be  doubted,  from  the  course  of  opera- 
tions that  institution  has  been  pursuing  for  some  time 
past,  (whether  justifial^le  or  not  I  will  not  undertake  to 
determine,)  tlwt  the  State  is  indebted  in  a  great  mea- 
sure for  its  disappointmen's  heretofore,  and  for  the  fail- 
ure to  obtain  its  loan  of  Saturd  .y  last.  Whether  by 
brin^inff  Indiscriminate  ruin  and  distress  upon  an  unof- 
fendmg  commuiiUy  bv  the  Bank  is  the  most  certam 
mode  of  obtaining  a  return  of  the  pablic  deposits,  a  re- 
newal of  its  charter,  or  an  extension  of  time  to  wmd  up 
its  business,  is  a  question  for  those  who  have  the  du-ec- 
tion  and  management  of  its  aflTairs  to  determine  A 
milder  and  more  liberal  course  might  have  been  attend- 
ed with  more  favorable  results.  .      ,    1       J 

Tlie  State  of  Pennsvlvania  may  be  crippled  and  em- 
barrassed in  her  pecuniu-y  arrangements,  and  parahzed 
for  a  time,  in  her  efforts  to  complete  her  great  chain  of 
improvements,  by  the  depressing  policy  of  the  Bank, 
but  that  is  no  reason  why  we.should  despair  of  the  Com- 
,monwealth;  our  pubhc  works  may  langmsh  for  a  sea. 
son,  but  will  not  be  sutfered  to  languish  long;  the  re- 
i  sources  of  the  State  are  ample;  her  credit  is  un.mpa.r- 
i  ed;  her  public  stocks,  although  under  a  momentary  de- 
ipression  at  home,  are  highly  acceptable  abroad,  and 
i  will,  before  I  ng,  be  as  eagerly  sought  after  by  the  ca- 
1  l/itiiist  IS  ever;  the  crisis  in  our  pecuniary  affairs  must 
'  soon  arrive,  if  we  have  not  already  reached  it-the 
clouds  of  distress  and  despondency  which  have  been,  in 
my  humble  estimation,  inconsiderately  and  needlessly 
brought  upon  us,  must  soon  be  removed,  and  a  happy 
!  chanfe  and  a  more  prosperous  era  must  inevitably  await 

I  "'in  the  mean  time,  the  balance  of  the  old  loan  for 
I  which  no  offer  was  obtained  on  Saturday  last,  will  be 
I  again  placed  in  the  market,  and  contuuicd  the 
shall  have  been  negotiated.  I  would  take  th  s 
)  -"^pectfullv  to  recommend  to  the  consiaeral.on  of  tie 
neral  Assembly,  the  propilety  "^ P^*^^''.'?  ^^J' '^";'''- 
ziMiracall  upon  the  several  State  Banks. 
■0  bound  to  loan  to  the  common- 


there  until  it 
occasion. 


resp 
Gener; 
with   auth 


'  which  bv  their  ch.arters  arc  I .-  ■ 

I  wealth  five  per  cent  upon  their  capital  actua  ly  paid  .n,for 
'  \  compliance  with  that  provision;  part  of  tins  sum  to  be 
i  applied  to  the  payment  of  debts  of  the  Common  wcaltU 
1  due  to  contractors  upon  the  public  works,  and  the  r«.- 
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due  thereof  to  be  made  applicable  to  repairs  along  the  ■  engage  to  fulfil  that  important  duty,  in  the  neighbor- 
lines  of '.he  public  improvements.    The  Board  (.f  Canal 

Commissioners  will  give  tlie  nect  ssary  information  in  re- 


liood  which  sliould  select  sucli  candidates.  Nothing  is 
more  vain,  tlian  to  attempt  the  organization  of  a  school 
system,  u-ilh  the  present  lantentuble  want  of  sui/able 
teoc'iir.';  it  must  f.dl  of  aiy  satisfactory  c  nsequences. 
Appended  to  the  interrogatories  concerning  tlie  num- 
ber of  cliildren,  should  be  the  question  about  teachers. 
For  tlie  preparation  of  teacliers,  I  viouid  propose 
sending  them  to  the  colleges  and  academies  which  al- 
ready exist  in  this  St;ite;  and  in  order  to  learn  wliat  will 
be  the  lowL-st  c<ist  of  instruction  and  boarding  of  pu- 
pils, let  a  circular  letter  be  addressed  to  each  of  these 
market  may  continue  to  be  embarrassed  for  a  time,  yet  |  institutions,  desiring  their  replies  to  be  forwarded  to 
that  gloom  and  tiiat  embarrassment  may  pass  away  like  |  the  ofScer  above  designated,  in  season  for  the  F^egisla- 
a  mist  before  the  morning  sun,  and  our  pecuniary  affairs  I  ture.  The  ordinary  branches  taught  in  the  kind  of 
may  take  a  turn  so  fivorable,  as  to  enabli-  us  not  only  to  I  schools   suggested,    (excepting  Latin,  Greek,  &c.)  to 

Iso  to  com-    constitute  the  (  ourse  of  instruction.      As  for  manual  !a- 


ference  lo  the  sum  that  ought  to  be  made  applicable  to 
each  iibjcct.  An  immediate  suspension  of  the  woi  k 
lipcn  the  several  lines  of  improvemeiit,  until  the  loan 
iirst  mentioned  sliall  have  been  negotiated,  will  be  indis- 
pensable. I'ermit  me  also  respectfully  to  urge  upon 
the  consideration  of  the  Gi-n<  ral  Assembly,  the  proprie- 
ty of  uuthorizing  a  loan  of  such  a  turn  as  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  finisii  the  public  works  now  in  progress  at  least; 
for   although    the  prospect  is  gloomy,  and  the  money 


obtain  a  loan  upon  advantageous  terms,  but  also  to  com-  [  constitut 


plete  the  works  alluded  to,  before  the  end  of  the  com- 
ing season. 

GEO.   WOLF. 
Harrisburg,  Feb.  26,  1834, 
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(Continued  from  page  135  ) 
A  Letter  from  Roberts  Faux,  Esq. 

Philadelphia,  12  mo.  25,  1833. 
To  Samuel  Bbeck,  Esquire,  Chairman, 

And  the  Joint  Committee  of  the  Legislature  of 
Pennsylvania,  on  the  subject  of  Education. 
Gentlemen — lam  favoured  by  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  20th  instant,  requesting  such  information 
as  1  may  possess,  relative  lo  tlie  important  subject 
committed  to  your  inquiry  and  consideraVion.  Your 
predecessors,  for  many  year?  pa-it,  have  made  similar 
calls  upon  me,  and  I  have  very  cheerfully  responded 
to  them;  but  unhappily,  hitherto,  no  results  have  flow- 
ed from  legislation,  adequ;ite  to  the  great  ends  design- 
ed by  the  constitution,  and  reasonably  looked  for  by 
the  people.  The  present  excellent  chief  magistrate  of 
Pennsylvania,  has  frequently  and  fully  exposed  this 
grave  matter  to  the  tienerally  Assembl)-;  and  in  my 
humble  quality,   as  President  of  the   Pennsylvania  So- 


hour  schools,  I  do  not  think  tliem  adapted  to  a  system 
of  general  education  for  Pennsylvania;  it  has  been  sup- 
posed that  they  mij,'lit  be  advantageously  formed  in  dif- 
ferent sections  of  the  State,  to  qualify  teachers,  but  I 
doubt  their  fitness  even  for  that  purpose;  the  cost 
would  prove  too  great — We  have  thus  devised  means 
to  discover  how  many  are  to  be  instructed,  and  how  to 
provide  teachers.  When  each  county  is  supplied  with 
instructors,  let  the  Legislature  apportion  to  it  a  sum  ad- 
equate to  its  wants,  to  be  determined  by  the  number  of 
children  to  be  taught,  at  the  rate  of  sixteen  dollars  per 
annum  for  each  child,  and  require  the  couniy  to  pro- 
vide by  a  tax,  the  additional  funds  to  pay  the  salary  of 
the  teacher,  and  furnish  school  houses,  books,  &c.  &.c. 
The  schools  to  be  governed  by  directors,  to  be  chosen 
every  three  years,  when  township  officers  are  elected. 
Their  accounts  to  be  rendered  annually  lo  the  court  of 
Common  Pleas,  to  be  by  that  tribunal  handed  to  the  au- 
ditors, and  by  them  reported  after  examination  to  said 
court.  1  he  amount  paid  from  the  treasury  of  the  State, 
lo  be  annually  accounted  for  by  the  couniy  commis- 
missioners,  and  reported  by  the  Auditor  General,  to  the 
Legislature,  whose  duty  it  shall  also  be  to  examine  the 
said  county  commissioners'  accounts,  wliich  are  to  state 
the  actual  number  of  children  in  school  in  each  county, 
(or  the  information  of  the  General  Assembly.— As  for 
the  branches  to  be  taught  in  the  schools,  beginning 
with  the  rudiments.let  them  extend  to  the  utmost  limit 


c.etyforthe  promotion  of  pubhc  schools,  I  have  la- I  oft,,e  teacher's  knowledge,  embracing,  as  it  should,  .all 
boured,  by  extensive  correspondence  ,n  the  State,  to  '  ^^,^  le.^rning  required  for  the  useful  purposes  of  l.fe.  I 
CO  lecl  information  which  has  been  digested  and  pub-  |  ^q^.^j  by  no  means  prescribe  rAe  method  of  conducting 
ishedin  various  forms,  for  the  instruction  of  our  fel-  |  ti,e  institution,  every  teacher  in  such  school,  ought  to 
low  citizens.  I  cannot  now,  gentlemen  attempt  an  ,  be  left  to  his  own  discretion  in  that  duty, 
elaborate  exhibition  of  my  reflections,  of  which  this  |  j„  addition  to  these  means,!  have  long  been  extreme- 
highly  interesting  topic  is  susceptible-m.s^  leisure  does  ,  j,.  ^^xious  to  see  a  book  prepared,  under  the  auspicies 
not  permit  it;  but  1  will  very  briefly  furnish  what  may  Jfthe  Leg  slature  of  our  State,  to  be  introduced  into 
be  regarded  us  mere  hints;  and  possibly  these  may  lead  |  ^  .^hool  organized  under  its  patronage,  and  like- 

your  minds  to  the  ample  investigations,  which  the  case  j  ^^-.^^  pieced  in  all  other  schools,    and  in  short,  in  every 
80  eminently  deserves.  I  family  in  Pennsylvania.     If  originally  prepared  by  the 

In  the  first  place  then.  I  conceive  that  certain  pre-  |  state  for  its  own  schools,  it  could  be  furnished  for  a 
liminary  steps  should  be  taken,  in  order  to  conduct  the 
legislative  body  to  true  and  permanent  plans.  Thus, 
an  inquiry  ought  to  be  sent  to  proper  officers  in  every 
county,  clothed  with  all  the  sanctions  of  law,  to  ascer- 
tain the  number  of  children  between  the  ages  of  six 
and  fourteen  years,  desi.i;iiating  tlie  sex,  and  how  many 

have  the  real  benefits  of  school  learning,  and  how  many  '  of  duty  to  the  Creator 
are  destitute  of  these   blessings.     Returns  to  be  made  ]  to  parents; 

to  brothers  and  sisters; 


mere  trifle  to  other  schools  and  families.  This  book 
may  be  called,  The  Pennsylvania  Youth's,  and  Fret- 
mnn's  Booh  of  Duties.  It  should  be  written  In  a  very 
plain  style,  and  be  arranged  somewhat  after  this 
manner: 

Chapter  1. 


before  the  meeting  of  the  ensuing  Legislature  to  th 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  by  hirn  to  be  duly  ar- 
rayed in  a  tabular  form,  and  laid  before  the  General  As- 
sembly. Such  a  platform  is,  I  think,  essential  to  begin 
upon.  Again — in  each  county,  by  like  means,  it  should 
be  ascertained  u  hat  are  the  means  for  supplying  iii.struc- 
tors;  whether  such  individuals  can  be  provid<  d  as  are 
of  the  proper  churacter.'  if  not, whether  there  be  young 
persons  of  established  reputation,  and  known  to  the  in- 


to tt  achers  and  school  mates; 

to  masters  teaching  any  trade  or  profession; 

to  all  men; 
Of  personal  respect,  and  especially  the  value  of  tem- 
perance. 

Chapter  2. 
Duty  of  a  freeman; 
To  vote  at  age,  and  on  payment  of  taxes; 


habitants,  who  vvooUl  be  will  ng.  and  whom  they  would    To  serve  as  a  juror  in  civi'l  and  criminal  cases,  as  an  ar- 
recommend  tobe  qualified  for  the  office  ot  teacher  at  |      bitrator,  on  an  inquest,  as  an  overseer  of  the  poor, 

as  executor  or  administrator,  as  g^uardian  of  orphan 


jhe  espenne  of  the  State,  and  who  would,  moreover, 


isui 
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cliildren,  as  an  inspector  or  judge  of  an  election,  su- 
pervisor of  the  roLid,  justice  of  the  peace,  &.C.,   illus- 
tratin;^  briefly  the  g'.iieral  obligations  incident  to  the 
faithful  disch'arge  of  these  functions. 
Chapter  3. 

On  the  settlement  of  Pennsylvanl.1,  byPenn,  the  found- 
er, and  his  followers,  showing  their  practical  ope- 
rations and  conduct  toward  the  aborigines;  extend 
tliis  down  to  the  period  of  the  revolution,  .ind  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  .ictual  government.giving  the  con 
stitution  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  declaration  of 
American  Independence. 

Chapter  4. 

On  female  duties,  and  occupations  in  the  household, 
&c.  &c. 

Chapter  5. 

On  the  general  obligations  of  husband  and  wife,  parents 

and  master  and  mistress. 

Such  a  book  as  that  suggested,  would,  I  am  sure, 
yield  an  abundant  harvest  of  good  to  our  Common- 
wealth, and  for  a  premium  or  fee  of  fiimi  one  to  two 
iiundred  dollars,  a  very  competent  person  would  pre- 
pare it,  and  the  copy  right  might  be  so  disposed  of,  as 
to  make  it  an  object  with  the  publisher,  to  supply  the 
State  schools  for  almost  no  expense.  1  he  whole  work 
could,  1  think,  be  embraced  in  a  duodecimo  of  three 
hundred  pages.  The  chapters  should  be  divided  into 
sections,  so  as  to  render  them  fit  for  the  ordinary  read- 
ing lessons,  adapted  to  each  pupd  of  a  class.  1  hope 
this  idea  may  find  fiwour  in  your  minds,  and  le.id  to 
useful  result. 

One  more  proposition,  and  I  am  done.  If  it  were 
my  power,  I  would  cause  another  book  to  be  provided 
by  the  State,  for  the  use  of  the  teachers  in  the  schools  to 
■be  established, and  that  should  be  prepared  in  the  form 
of  lectures,  and  written  in  as  familiar  a  manner  as  the 
respective  subjects  would  allow,  viz:  On  the  applica- 
tion of  the  arts  to  the  purposes  of  man,  on  political 
economy,  on  astronomy,  on  chemistry,  and  on  certain 
branches  of  natural  philosophy.  These  lectures  I 
would  require  the  teachers  in  all  the  public  schools,  to 
read  at  proper  times,<o  his  whole  charge,  at  least  twice  in 
each  week.  I  am  satisfied  that  in  this  manner,  a  most 
valuable  stock  of  kitowledge  would  be  imparted  to  the 
youth  of  our  State.  We  have  many  competent  indivi- 
duals who  could  prepare  such  lectures,  and  it  would  be 
worthy  of  Pennsylvania  to  lluis  show  her  devotion  to 
the  diffusion  of  useful  knowledge  among  her  great  and 
growing  population.  "■  Good  instruction  is  better  than 
riches,"  was  the  motto  which  tlie  illustrious  founder  of 
this  State  gave  to  the  seal  of  the  first  and  only  lite- 
rary incorporation  granted  by  him  in  the  city  and  coun- 
ty of  Philadelphia,  almost  a  century  and  a  half  ago;  and 
the  force  and  beauty  of  the  sentiment  has  lost  nothing 
by  the  lapse  of  time,  nor  by  the  experience  of  mankind 
through  that  eventful  period  of  tlie  world. 

It  m.ay  be  supposed  that  the  work  which  I  have  ven- 
tured to  cut  out, in  the  preceding  rjther  crude  thoughts, 
cannot  be  accomplished  by  a  committee  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, necessarily  ob'igedto  devote  its  attention  to  other 
important  affairs  of  legislation.  If  the  business  cannot 
be  done  thorouglily,  it  had  better  not  be  attempted  by 
euch  a  committee,  but  let  a  bill  or  resolution  be  passed, 
constituting  a  suitable  commission  to  execute  tlie  de- 
tails of  the  plan,  and  report  the  wh"le  to  a  future  ses- 
sion for  its  final  disposition.  I  should  presume  thi'ce,  or  i  name 
five  citizens  might  be  selected  for  such  a  service,   and 


.i  second  Letter  from  Roberts  Faux,  Esq. 

PiiiLADF.LpniA,  12th  mo.  27,  1833. 
To  S\MUF.t.  Bnr.cK,  Esq.  Chairman, 

And  the  Committee  on  Education,  8tc.  &r. 
GentKmen— Upon  reflection,  I  find  that  in  my  letter 
to  you  under  date  of  the  25th  inst.,  1  omitted  to  men- 
tion tliat  the  Lancasterlan  system  of  instruction,  is  in 
the  most  .successful  operation  in  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia.  No  change,  in  my  opinion,  can  he  made 
here,  in  this  respect.  1  devoted  fifteen  >  ears  .attc-ntion 
in  the  organization  and  siipervision  of  this  system,  as 
president  of  the  board  of  controllers  of  the  public 
schools,  and  am  thus  en.abled  to  express  a  confident 
opinion  concerning  its  utility.  The  Look,  and  the  course 
of  lectures  about  which  I  wrote,  should,  in  my  judgment, 
be  furnished  to  this,  in  common  with  every  other  part 
of  our  Commonwealih.  Thomas  Dunlap,  Esq.,  my 
successor  in  the  bcord  of  contnd,  will  furnish  you  with 
the  annual  reports  of  that  institution,  according  to  the 
request  of  your  chairman. 

Very  respectfullv, 

UOBRKTS  VAUX. 
(To  be  concluded.) 
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(Continued  from  page  122.) 
The  House  having  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
the  reasons  assigned  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry for  the  removal  of  the  public  deposits,  with  Mr. 
McDcffie's  motion  for  instructing  the  Cominlttee  to 
report  a  bill  for  restoring  them  to  the  Dank  of  the 
United  States — 

Mr.  BINNEY  adJressed  the  Chair  to  the  following 
eflTect: 

Mr.  Speaker:  The  amendment  oflFered  by  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  McDcffie,]  proposes 
to  instruct  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  "to  re- 
port a  joint  resolution,  providing  that  the  public  reve- 
nue, hereafter  collected,  be  deposited  in  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  in  conformity  with  the  public  faiih, 
pledged  in  the  charter  of  the  said  bank."  It,  therefore, 
presents  directly  the  quistion  of  the  sufficiency  of  the 
Secretary's  re.isons  for  removing  the  public  deposits 
from  the  bank,  and  for  making  the  future  deposits  else- 
where; and  brings  up  for  the  consideration  of  this 
House  every  thing  that  can  bear  upon  the  great  topics 
of  national  faith  and  public  safety  that  are  involved  in 
the  issue.  .  i  •   i   •» 

I  mean  to  discuss  this  great  qHestion,  sir,  as  I  think  it 
becomes  me  to  discuss  it,  on  my  first  entrance  into  Uns 
House;  as  it  would  become  any  one  to  discuss  it,  having 
the  few  relations  to  extreme  party  that  I  h  ive,  and  be- 
ing  desirous,  for  the  short  time  that  he  means  to  be 
connected  with  the  station,  to  do  or  omit  nothing  that 
shill  be  the  occasion  of  painful  retrospect.  1  mean  to 
discuss  it  as  gravely  and  tempcr.ately  as  I  can:  not,  sir, 
because  it  is  not  a  fit  subject  for  the  most  anim.ated  and 
impassioned  appeals  to  every  fear  and  hope  (hat  a  pa- 
triot can  entertain  for  his  country— for  I  hold,  without 


loubt,  that  it  is  so,— but  because,  as  the  defence  of  ihe 

Tieasiire  to  be  examined  comes  lo  this  House  under  the 

d  in  the  guise  of  "  Reason,"  I  deem  it  fit  to  re- 

„ ^_ .  .,,_..  „_.  ._^,   ....„^^,.^  ..,  and  to  try  its  pretentions  by  the  standard   to 

who  would  perform  it  free  of  cost,  excepting  actual  ex-  i  which  it  appeals.     I  mean  to  examine  the  Serrctary's 


penses  incurred. 

I  am  almost  asliamcdto  transmit  this  scrawl,  but  real- 
ly have  not  time  to  make  a  transcript  of  what  I  have 
written. 

With  great  respect,  I  remiin 

Your  friend  and  fellow  citizen, 


paper,  as  the  friends  of  the  measure  say  it  ought  to  be 
examined— to  take  the  facts  as  he  states  them,  unlcs.s 
in  the  same  paper,  or  in  other  papers  proceeding  from 
the  s;ime  authority,  there  are  contr.idiclions;  and  then  I 
must  be  allowed  the  exercise  of  private  judgment  upon 
I  the  evidence— to  take  the  motives  as  the  Secretary  al- 


ROBERTS  VAUK  .      '  lege*  them— to  add  no  facti,  except  such  ai  are  notori- 
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ous  or  incontestable,  and  then  to  ask  the  Impartial  judg'- 
mentoftlie  House  upon  my  answer. 

Sir,  the  effort  seems  to  be  almost  unnecessary.  The 
great  practical  answer  is  alre.idy  g-iven  by  the  condition 
of  the  country.  No  reasoning  in  this  House  can  refute 
it;  none  is  necessary  to  sustain  it.  It  comes  to  us,  it  is 
hourly  coming  to  us,  in  the  language  of  tiuth,  and  so- 
berness, and  bitterness,  from  almost  every  quarter  of  the 
country;  and,  if  any  man  is  so  blind  to  the  realities 
around  him  as  to  consider  all  this  but  as  a  theatrical  ex- 
hibition got  up  by  the  bank,  or  the  friends  of  the  bank, 
to  terrify  and  deceive  this  nation,  he  will  continue  blind 
to  them  nnt'l  the  catastroplie  of  the  great  drama  shall 
make  his  faculties  as  useless  for  the  correction  of  the 
evil,  as  they  now  seem  to  be  for  its  apprehension. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  change  produced  in  this  country,  in 
the  short  space  of  three  months,  is  without  example  in 
the  history  of  this  orany  other  nation.  The  ])ast  sum- 
mer found  the  people  delighted  or  contented  with  the 
apparent  adjustment  of  some  of  the  most  fearful  contro- 
versies that  ever  divided  them.  The  Chief  Magistrate 
of  the  Union  had  entered  upon  his  office  for  another 
term,  and  was  receiving  more  than  ihe  honors  of  a  Ro- 
man triumph  from  the  happv  people  of  the  Middle  and 
Northern  States,  without  distinction  of  party,  age,  or 
sex.  Nature  promised  to  the  husbandman  an  exuber- 
ant crop.  Trade  vv'as  replenishing  Uie  coffers  of  tiie 
nation,  and  rewarding  the  merchant's  eiiterjjrise.  The 
spindle  and  the  shuttle,  and  every  instrument  of  me- 
chanic industry,  were  pursuing  their  busy  labors  with 
profit.  Internal  improvements  were  bringing  down  the 
remotest  West  to  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic,  and  bind- 
ing and  compacting  tiie  dispersed  inhabitants  of  this  im- 
mense territory,  as  the  inliabitants  of  a  single  St:ite. 
One  universal  smile  beamed  from  the  happy  face  of  this 
favored  co\intry.  But,  sir,  we  have  had  a  fearful  ad- 
monition, that  we  hold  all  such  treasures  in  earthen  ves. 
sels;  and  a  still  more  fearful  one,  tiiat  misjudging  man, 
either  in  erroror  in  anger,  may,  in  a  moment,  dash  them 
to  the  earth,  and  break  into  a  thousand  fragments  the 
finest  creations  of  industry  and  intelligence. 

Sir,  there  is  one  great  interest  in  this  nation,  that  is, 
and  I  fear  will  for  some  time  continue  to  be,  peculiarly 
subject  to  derangement;  and  yet  every  other  interest  is 
intimately  and  inseparably  involved  in  it:  I  mean  the 
currency.  We  have  some  twenty  scores  of  banks  from 
which  this  currency  is  derived.  We  have  from  eighty 
to  a  hundred  7iiillions  of  bank  notes,  with  a  metalic  cir- 
culation along  with  it,  not  greater,  perhaps,  than  as  one 
to  seven.  We  have,  it  may  be,  one  hundred  and  forty 
to  fifty  miUions  of  bank  notes,  and  bank  deposits,  per- 
forming in  part  the  same  office,  with  about  the  same 
proportion  of  specie  in  the  banks  to  sustain  it.  It  is  a 
system  depending  essentially  for  its  safety  upon  public 
confidence,  and  that  confidence  depending  of  course 
upon  the  regularity  of  the  whole  machine,  which  again 
depends  upon  the  control  that  governs  the  whole. 
When  compared  wilh  the  curriencies  of  England  and 
France — in  the  former  of  which  the  metallic  circulation 
is  estimated  as  nearly  one-half,  and  in  the  latter  as  nine- 
tenths  of  the  whole — it  may  be  seen  how  much  more 
confidence  is  required  here,  and  how  much  greater  the 
liability  to  shock  and  to  derangement.  Yet,  by  the  re- 
gulation and  control  of  the  National  Bank,  ever  since 
that  regulation  and  control  have  obtained,  the  system 
has  worked  well,  and  it  has  worked  well  only  by  means 
of  them.  Sir,  this  regulation  and  control  have  been 
thrown  away — thrown  away  wantonly  and  contemptu- 
ously. In  an  instant,  sir,  almost  in  the  midst  of  the 
smiling  scene  I  have  desciibed,  without  any  prepara- 
tion of  the  country  at  Large,  with  nothing  by  way  of  no- 
tice but  a  menace,  whicii  no  one  but  the  Bank  itself, 
and  she  only  from  the  instinct  of  self-preservation,  seems 
to  have  respected,  this  most  delicate  of  all  the  instru- 
ments of  political  economy  has  been  assaulted,  derang- 
ed, and  dislocated;  and  the  whole  scene  of  enchantment 
has  vanished,  as  by  the  command  of  a  wizard.     The 


State  banks  are  paralized — they  can  do,  or  they  will  do, 
nothing.  The  Bank  of  the  United  States  stands  upon 
her  own  defence.  She  can  do,  or  she  will  do  nothing, 
until  she  knows  the  full  extent  of  the  storm  that  is  to 
follow,  and  measures  her  own  ability  to  meet  it.  Prices 
are  fiilling,  domestic  exchange  is  falling,  bank  notes  are 
falling,  stocks  are  fiilling,  and,  in  some  instances,  have 
fallen  dead.  The  gravitation  of  the  system  is  disturbed, 
and  its  loss  threatened;  and  it  being  the  work  of  man, 
and  directed  only  by  his  lim'ted  wisdom,  there  is  no  La 
Place  or  Bow  ditch  that  can  foretell  the  extent  or  the 
mischiefs  of  the  derangement,  or  in  what  new  contriv- 
ance a  compensation  may  be  found  for  the  disturbing 
force. 

Sir,  whence  has  come  this  derangement.?  It  comes 
from  the  act  of  the  Secretary  in  removing  the  deposits, 
and  in  d.cl.iring  his  doctrine  of  an  unregulated,  uncon- 
trolled, State  bank  paper  currency.  It  is  against  all  true 
philosophy  to  assign  more  causes  than  are  sufficient  to 
produce  the  ascertained  effect.  This  cause  is  sufficient 
— this  I  verily  believe  has  produced  it — and  I  hope  for 
the  patient  attention  of  the  House  to  my  humble  efforts 
hereafter  to  show  that  nothing  else  has  produced  it. 

Sir,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has,  in  my  poor 
judgment,  committed  one  error  which  is  wholly  inex- 
cusable; it  is,  in  part,  the  error  of  the  argument  that 
has  proceeded  from  the  honorable  member  from  Ten- 
nessee. That  error  lies  in  supposing  that  there  were 
but  two  objects  to  be  considered  in  coming  to  his  deci- 
sion upon  the  deposits — the  Mministration  and  the 
Bank  The  cocnti-.y  has  been  forgotten.  The  Adminis- 
tration was  to  vindicate  its  opinions.  The  Bank  was  to 
be  made  to  give  way  to  them.  The  consequences  were 
to  be  left  to  those  whom  they  might  concern,  and  they 
are  such  as  moderate  human  wisdom  might  have  fore- 
seen, such  as  are  now  before  us.  While  the  Adminis- 
tration is  apparently  strong,  and  the  bank  undisturbed, 
the  country  lies  stunned  and  stupefied  by  the  blow;  and 
it  is  now  for  this  House  to  say  whether  they  will  con- 
tinue the  error,  by  forgetting  the  country  here  also,  or 
will  endeavor  to  raise  her  to  her  feet,  and  assist  her  in 
recovering  from  the  shaft  that  was  aimed  at  the  Bank, 
but  has  glanced  aside  and  fallen  on  her  own  bosom. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  cannot  better  shuwthe  extent  of  the 
derangement  which  this  act  is  certain  to  produce,  un- 
less it  is  corrected,  than  by  a  statement  of  the  uses 
which  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  has  annually  af- 
forded, in  various  ways,  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  I  take  the  year  1832,  for  which  the  returns  are 
complete  as  to  the  item  of  exchanges,  and  the  years 
1832  and  1833  for  some  other  items  of  nearly  equal 
moment. 
The  amount  of  domestic  bills  of  exchange, 

purchased  in  all  parts  of  the  Union,  in 

1832,  was  $67,516,673 

[The  half  year  from  December,  1832,  to 

June,  1833,  was  $41,312,982,  showing 

a  large  increase  in  that  line  during  the 

first  h.alf  of  this  year.  J 
The  amount  of  domestic  bills  colkclcdiov 

others,  was  42,096,062 

The  amount  of  drafts  by  Bank  United 

States  and  its  offices,  on  each  other,  32,796,087 

Drafts  by  Bank  United  States  and  its  offi- 
ces, on  State  banks,  12,361,337 
Notes   of   Bank    United   States  and    its 

branches,    received   and    paid    out    of 

place,  viz:  at  places  where  there  was 

no  obligation  to  pay  them,  39,449,527 

Notes  of  State  banks  received  by  Bank 

United  States  and  its  branches,   where 

they  were  not  payable,  21,630,557 

Transfei-s  of  funds  for  the  United  States,  16,100,000 
Transfers  of  office  balances,  9,767,667 


Making  a  total  of  domestic  exhanges. 
Add  to  which  the  amount 


I 


241,717,910 
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of— Foreign   exchange 
purchased,  §9,253,533 

do  sold.  4,203,204 


Making  the  total  amount  of  exchanges,  by 
means  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
within  the  year  1832,  255,174,647 


by  all  who  would  form  a  sound  judgment  on  the  ques- 
tion before  us.  I  have  said  that  the  removal  of  the 
public  deposits,  if  it  had  been  a  mere  transfer  of  so 
nuich  money  from  one  bank  to  other  banks,  judiciously 
regulated  as  such  transfers  may  be,  would  not  have 
produced  the  train  of  consequences  which  we  have  al- 
rc;idy  seen  to  flow  from  it.  There  arc  gentlemen  in 
this  House  familiar  with  as  large  operations  in  finance, 
that  have  produced  no  inconvenience.  The  effects  of 
The  amount  of  premiums  on  domestic  exchange,  re-  such  a  measure  must  depend  upon  the  condition  of 
ceived  by  the  Bank  for  the  same  period,  was  $217,249  56  1  trade  at  the  moment  of  removal,  upon  the  continued  or 
which  is  about  one-eleventh  of  one  per  cent  on  tlie  ag-  j  intenupted  application  of  the  money  transferred,  to  the 
gregate  aniount  of  the  domestic  operations  of  the  Bank,  ,  same  uses  to  which  it  has  been  before  applied,  and  up- 
say  §241,717,910;  and  this  has  been  the  whole  cost  of!  on  the  prosecution  or  discontinuance  of  the  general  sys- 
tliis  circulation  to  the  people  of  tlie  United  States,  by  I  tern  of  bank  operations  which  prevailed  at  the  moment 
the  aid  of  which  their  property  of  every  description  has  |  of  transfer.  NVhat  its  effects  must  have  been,  and  must 
been  passing  in  a  copious  and  uniform  current,  frum  one  |  continue  to  be,  in  the  actual  circurnstances  of  the  coun- 
extremity  of  tliis  nation  to  the  other.  To  this  extensive  i  try,  taken  in  connexion  with  the  imputed  design,  it  is 
aid  must  be  added  that  derived  from  the  Bank  discounts,  ,  not  difKcult  to  show. 

which,  with  the  domestic  bills  purchased,  amounted,  in  j  Sir,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  held  of  the  public 
the  year  1832,  to  an  average  sum  of  ?66,871,349,  and,  '  deposits,  of  every  description,  on  the  1st  of  August, 
in  the  year  1833,  to  .an  average  of  5561,746,708;  and  j  1833,  according  to  the  statement  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
that  also  derived  from  the  constant  circulation  of  her  Treasury,  the  sum  of  §7,599,931;  and  they  were  in  a 
notes,  averaging  §20,309,359  for  the  year  1832,  and  i  course  of  increase,  wliicii  the  Bank  knew  as  well  as 
$18,495,436  for  the  succeeding  year.  the   Secretary,  up  to  the  1st  of  October,  1833,  when 

Now,  sir,  it  appe.ars  to  me  that  I  do  no  injustice  to  the  i  they  amounted  to  the  sum  of  §9,868,435;  say  ten  mil- 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  to  any  one  who  has  direct-  [  lions  of  dollars.  How  was  tliis  money  to  be  paid?  The 
ed,  or  authorized,  or  superintended  this  act,  by  saying  ^  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  a  right  to  demand  its 
that  it  was  the  design  ol  the  removal  of  the  deposits  to  ;  payment,  when,  where,  and  in  such  sum  or  sums,  as  he 
break  up  this  whole;  machinery;  that  this  was  not  to  be  '  thought  fit.  He  had  such  a  power  to  do  it  in  point  of 
a  casual,  unexpected,  unpremeditated  result;  but  that  form,  that  the  Bank  could  not  question  its  exercise 
the  removal  was  ordered  for  the  very  purpore  of  draw-  |  in  point  of  right.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  Bank  to  be 
ing  the  circulation  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  out  |  prepared  to  pay  it;  and  the  question  must  be  answered, 
of  the  hands  of  the  people  into  the  hands  of  the  Bank;  !  how  was  the  money  to  be  paid? 

to  compel  her,  with  this  view,  to  reduce  her  discounts,  I  'l"he  answer  given  to  tliis  qijestlon,  and  given  with  a 
and  diminish  the  amount  of  her  purchases  of  domestic  j  view  to  involve  the  Bank  in  odium  and  prejudice,  is 
exchange;  and  thus  to  cut  all  the  ties  which  united  the  ;  this:  that  she  ought  to  have  paid  it,  or  whatever  the  Se- 
Bank  to  the  internal  trade  of  the  country.  1  do  no  j  cretary  chose  to  require  of  it,  in  specie,  from  her  vaults, 
injustice  by  saying  this,  because,  in  the  letter  of  i  without  distressing  the  community,  by  c;dling  upon 
the  Secretary,  if  1  read  it  right,  thi'^  design  is  there  '  others  to  pay  their  debts  to  her.  'I'o  say  nothing  of  the 
explicitly  avowed  and  defended.  But  whether  design-  i  fact,  sir,  that  the  Bank  has  always  paid  every  one,  the 
ed  or  not,  this  will  be  the  effect,  and  the  necessary  ef-  j  Treasury  included,  in  specie,  unless  they  preferred 
feet,  of  the  measure,  if  it  sliall  prove  successful.  It  |  something  else,  the  doctrine  that  she  was  to  pay  in  spe- 
must,  throw  the  whole  machinery  of  the  Bank  out  of  i  cie  to  the  Treasury,  without  putting  herself  in  a  condi- 
gear;  compel  her  at  once  to  begin  the  progress  which  tion  to  require  it  frim  some  one  else,  is  a  doctrine 
is  to  liquidate  and  close  her  transaction?;  separate  her  i  which  I  cannot  admit,  ft  is  one  that  will  not  bear  ex- 
from  the   the  people,   and  the  people  from  the  Bank;  I  amination. 

and  deliver  over  these  vast  concerns  and  interests  to  The  Bank,  on  the  1st  October,  1833,  had  specie  in 
confusion  and  misrule.  It  is  by  the  revel.ation  of  this  j  all  her  vaults  to  the  extent  of  810,663,441.  if  she  had 
design,  and  by  the  necessary  consequences  of  the  mea-  j  been  so  situated  at  that  time  as  at  this,  or  any  consider- 
sure,  this  intelligent  people  have  apprehended  them,  ;  able  portion  of  it,  had  left  her  vaults,  without  being 
that  great  distress  has  alre.ady  been  produced,  and  the  '  brought  back  again,  the  consequences  might  have  been 
just  anticipation  of  greater  distress  hererifter.  Can  any  ;  of  the  most  pernicious  cluaracter  to  herself  and  to  the 
one,  after  this  view  of  the  recent  uses  of  the  Bank,  and  i  whole  country.  The  Bank  had  a  circulation  of  more 
of  the  effects  which  have  followed,  and  are  to  follow,  than  eighteen  millions  to  sustain, exclusive  of  her  private 
tht  ir  intended  or  necessary  interruption,  ask  the  reason  •  deposits.  A  new  era  had  opened.  A  new  system  was 
of  the  want  of  employment,  the  want  of  money,  tiic  ,  about  to  be  adopted  in  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  Union, 
stagnation  of  trade,  which  prevails  in  most  cf  our  |  Us  eflects  were  to  be  seen.  The  extent  to  whicli  the 
cities?  Can  he  ask  the  cause  of  the  synco])e  into  j  Treasury  was  about  to  assail  her  coidd  not  be  known, 
which  this, people  have  fallen?  No,  sir,  no  one  can  for  a  i  1  he  slightest  ihterru])tion,  the  slightest  fear  of  interrup- 
moment  doubt  tlie  cause  of  all  tliis.     It  lies  in  the  act  [  tion,  to  her  promptness  and  punctuality,   would  have 


of  removing  the  deposits,  taken  in  connexion  with  its 
design  and  doctiine.  It  is  not  the  mere  transfer  from 
one  place  to  another.  That  is  a  circumstance  which 
might  happen,  and  has  happened  already,in  the  history 
of  this  Bank,  without  producing  any  a'arm  whatev 


raised  that  apprehension  for  her  stability  which  has 
been  excited  for  others  Sir,  to  ask  this  IBank,  under 
these  circumstances,  to  empty  her  vaults  of  specie, 
withotit  taking  any  measures  of  precaution  to  replenish 
them,  would  have   been  to  ask  the  able  directors  to 


It  is  not  the  removal  of  the  deposits  simply,  but  the  dc-  throw  away  their  whole  capital  of  reputation,  and  that 
sign  with  which  that  removal  was  made, and  the  effects  !  of  the  Bank  also.  They  would  have  proved  them- 
which  belong  to  it.  The  alarm  proceeds  from  looking  j  selves  unworthy  of  the  occasion  on  which  they  were 
at  the  necessary  consequences  of  such  a  design,  unless  called  to  act.  What,  sir,  at  the  very  outbreaking  of 
Congress  shall  interpose  to  avert  them.  1  the  storm,  when  no  human  intelligence  could   tell  how 

Permit  me,  sir,  before  1  coT.e  to  the  regular  discus-  |  long  it  was  to  last,  or  what  would  be  the  fury  of  its  vi- 
sion of  the  reasons  adchiced  by  the  Secretary  of  tlie  olencc,to  ask  the  pilots  of  this  bark  to  keep  all  her  sails 
Treasury  for  removing  the  deposits,  to  occupv  a  few  set,  and  to  throw  her  ballast  overboard!  No,  .lir;  the 
moments  in  drawing  the  attention  of  the  House  to  some'  Bank  was  bound  to  do  as  she  has  done.  She  was 
matters,  whicli,  to  many  gentlemen  here,  are  no  doubt  bound  to  ])repare  for  the  trial.  She  was  bound  to 
familiar,  but  which  ought  to  be  known  and  considered)  strengthen  her  position,  by  diminishing  her  discounts; 
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and  she  has  diminished  them,  in  my  judg-ment,  most 
wisely,  most  discreetly,  and  most  tenderly.  And  j-et, 
sir,  it  is  from  this  circumstance — the  mere  reduction  of 
loans  and  purchases  of  bills,  witliout  looking-  eitht-r  to 
the  necessity  for  that  reduction,  or  to  the  extent  and 
effect  of  it — that  some  men  of  honest  and  uprig-ht 
minds  have  been  prejudiced  against  her.  I  can  show, 
without  difUculty,  that  it  is  a  mere  prejudice. 

The  Bank  had  to  pay  over  ten  millions  of  public  de- 
posits, and  she  ought  not  to  have  exposed  lierselfto 
lose  any  material  portion  of  her  specie,  without  being  in 
a  condition  to  recall  it.  She  had  tlien  but  one  resource, 
and  that  was,  unless  the  interest  of  her  debtors  did  of 
itself  produce  the  effect  by  diminishing'  their  loans,  to 
call  upon  them  to  assist  her  in  paying  the  amount. 
There  was  no  other  w.ay  open  to  lier;  and  the  degree 
to  which  she  must  call,  in  order  to  obtain  assistance  to 
a  given  extent,  is  a  point  in  practical  banking  to  which 
it  is  material  for  gentlemen  to  advert. 

In  explaining  this  operation, so  as  to  m.ike  it  intelligible 
to  that  portion  of  tlie  House  which  may  not  be  familiar 
with  banking,  I  will  state  the  argument  against  the 
Bank.  It  is  said,  sir,  that  whatever  amount  she  re- 
quires her  debtors  to  pay,  or  withliolds  from  other  bor- 
rowers after  it  is  paid,  is  to  be  set  down  as  an  actual  in- 
crease of  her  ability  to  meet  the  demand  for  the  public 
deposits.  This  is  a  very  specious  but  wholly  unsound 
proposition.  In  the  process  of  reduction  of  discounts, 
with  a  view  to  increase  the  ability  of  a  bank,  two  and 
two  do  not  always  make  four;  they  sometimes  do  not 
even  make  two.  The  Bank  not  only  has  debtors,  but 
she  is  herself  a  debtor  to  the  Treasury  for  the  public 
deposits,  and  to  individuals  for  their  private  deposits; 
she  is  a  debtor  for  her  nntes  in  circulation,  and  to  other 
banks  for  any  balances  due  to  them.  When,  therefore, 
she  calls  upon  her  debtors  to  return  a  part  of  the  debt 
they  owe  her,  these  very  persons  may  be  her  credi- 
tors by  deposit,  or  may  borrow  from  such  as  are,  and 
may  call  upon  the  Bank  to  pay  what  she  owes  to  them, 
if  a  person  who  is  required  by  the  bank  to  pay  a 


Sir,  while  the  process  of  reduction  was  going  on  in 
August  and  September,  1833,  the  public  deposits  to  be 
withdrawn  in  October  wereincreasingagainstthe  Bank, 
having  been  in  October  the  amount  "before  stated 

§9,868,435 
While  in  August  they  stood  at  7,599,931 

Making  an  increase  of  2,268,504 

so  that,  regarding  these  elements  alone,  the  increased 
ability  of  the  Bank  to  meet  the  public  deposits  was  not 
equal  to  the  increased  demand  by  reason  of  the  de- 
posits; and  the  process  of  reduction  was  of  necessity  to 
be  continued.  So  very  insufficienta  method  is  it  of  as- 
cert.iining  the  effect  of  reductions  either  upon  a  bank 
or  the  communit}',  to  take  the  amount  of  reductions 
only. 

But,  sir,  let  me  carry  this  examination  a  little  further. 
The  amount  of  reductions  from   1st  August,  1833,  to 
1st  January,  1834,  was  as  follows: 
Notes   and     bills   in   August, 

18,33,  were  ^64,160,149 

Do.    in  Januarv,   1834,  they 

were  '  54,911,461 


M.iking  a  diminution  or  reduction  in  five 
months,  of 

The  individual  deposits  in  Au- 
gust, being  as  before  §10,152,143 

They  are  in  January,  1834  6,734,865 

So  that  the  Bank  has  paid  those  deposits 
to  the  extent  of 


$9,248,688 


3,417,277 


And  her  ability  so  far  as  the  reductions 
gave  it,  was  increased  by  the  difference 
only 

But   the    public    deposits  in 

Oct.  were  as  before  9,868,435 

And  in  January  they  stand  at    4,230,508 


Thus, 

note,  has  at  the  same  time  a  deposit  or  credit  in  bank,  1  Showing  a  payment  of  thepublic  deposits 


the  one  m.iy  be  made  an  offset  against  the  other;  and  if 
the  two  are  equal,  it  is  manifest  that  the  Bank  has  no 
more  ability  to  pay  its  debt  to  others  after  this  transac- 
tion than  she  harj  before.  She  has  merely  paid  a  debt 
that  she  owed  an  individual,  by  the  extinguishment  of  a 
demand  which  the  Bank  liad  upon  him.  Sir,  this  ef- 
fect is  universally  seen  in  the  practical  business  of  bank- 
that  when  a  Bank  calls  in  what  is  owing  to  1 


during  this  time  of 

And  leaving  an  increased  ability  to  pay 
the  residue,  as  compared  with  the  1st 
Aug.,  1833,  only  to  the  extent  of  the 
difference  of 


5,637,927 


S 193,484 


1  hese  statements,  sir,  show  that,although  reductions 


part  of  the  demand  is  paid  by  drafts  upon  herself;  and  j  ^re  necessary  to  meet  the  withdrawal  of  deposits,  they 


as  her  line  of  discounts  goes  down,  so  does  her  line  of 
individual  deposits. 

It  will  be  easy  to  show,  sir,  the  effect  of  this  circum- 
stance upon  the  resources  of  the  Bank  while  the  reduc- 
tions of  August  and  September  last  were  being  made. 

In  August  and  Septeinber   the  Bank  loans  and  pur- 
chases fell,  according  to  the  Secretary's  letter,  4,066,- 
147  dollars,  as  follows: 
The  amount  of  notes  and  bills 

in  August  was  ,g6i,160,349 

And  in  October  following         60,094,202 


54,066,147 


2,143,281 


But  the   private  deposite   in 

August  were  10,152,143 

And  in  October  they  had  fall- 
en to  8,008,862 

Making  a  reduction  by  payment  of  these 
deposits  equal  to 


And  leaving  the  Bank  the  better  in  ability 

to  pay  the  public  only  1,922,866 

the  difference  h.aving  been  paid  away  to  her  own  de- 
positors or  credltsrs.  This  result  is  familiar  in  the  his- 
tory of  all  banks.  As  a  bank  calls  upon  her  debt- 
ors  to  pay,  they  call  upon  her  in  like  manner;  and  she 
retains  only  the  difTerence  between  her  receipts  and 
paymenti. 


lo  not  produce  an  increase  of  ability  to  pay  deposits 
in  the  direct  ratio  of  their  amount;  and  therefore  that 
the  amount  alone  is  not  a  test  of  their  having  been 
carried  to  a  sufficient  extent.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
the  payments  of  debts  to  the  Bank  may  have  produced 
distress;  but  these  payments  have  themselves  been  the 
effect  of  the  removal  of  the  deposits,  and  this  effect  has 
been  infinitely  aggi-!ivatcd  by  the  stagnation  of  trade 
and  the  loss  of  confidence  proceeding  from  the  design 
of  the  removal,  and  from  the  manner  of  tlie  removal. 

Sir,  the  Treasury  might  have  pursued  a  course  that 
would  have  mitigated  the  evil, by  diminishing  the  cause 
of  alarm.  Having  the  control  of  this  demand,  they 
might  have  made  known  to  the  Bank  the  times, 
proportions,  and  places  of  the  intended  transfers, 
and  have  thus  given  assurance  to  the  Bank  that  its  re- 
ductions to  meet  the  emergency  need  not  exceed  the 
proposed  demand.  But  the  Treasury  took  a  different 
course;  and,  if  any  thing  could  raise  the  embarrassment 
of  the  Bank,  and  the  community  also,  to  the  highest 
degree,  it  was  the  course  which  the  Treasury  pursued. 

Mr.  Speaker,  what  was  that  course?  Is  any  gentle- 
man in  tins  House  ignorant  of  it?  The  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Polk]  has  read  to  the  House  a 
passage  from  a  pamphlet,  which  he  was  pleased  to  call 
the  manifesto  of  the  Bank;  I  shall,  therefore,  regard 
that  publication  as    authentic,    and  I  will  refer  gen- 
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tlem-n    to    the   correspondence    between    the    casli- 1  any  difficulty  should  he  apprehended  from  transferring 
ier  of    the  Bank   and   tlie   Treasurer    of    the    United  1  deposiis  from  one  side  of  a  street  to  another,  masnrtucH 
States  that  is  :ippei\iled   to  it.     They  will  there   find  |  as  the  ciminnmily  vvuuld  de  ' 
wliat,    by    agreement  with   the   Bank,    had    been  tiie  |  commodation   from  them  ni 

jf  the  Treasury  when   there  was  no  alarm  in  j  Sir,  tlie  consequence  did  not  iuUow. 

of  accommodation  was  not  derived,   and  it  is  for  those 


practice  or  tne  ireisury  wncu  mcic  was  uu  aiai  m  m  | 
the  commimity,  when  the  Bank  was  admiiled  to  be  in 
stale  of  ptrfect  securiiy,  and  free  from  the  apprehen- 
sion of  embarrassment  I  he  Treasury  practice  was  to 
send  to  the  Bank  a  da'-ly  list,  specifying  every  draft  up- 
OH  the  liaiik  from  the  Treasuiy,  showing  the  amount 
drawn  for  and  the  place  of  payment,  but  omitting  the 
names  of  the  persons  to  whom  payable, to  !;uard  against 
fraud.  Another  list  was  sent  weekly,  with  the  dates, 
amounts,  places  of  payment,  and  the  names  of  the  pay- 
ees. These  were  intended  not  only  to  guard  the 
Bank  against  fraud  and  surprise,  but  to  enable  the 
Bank  to  regulate  the  accommodations  to  its  customers, 
as  they  were  thus  apprized  of  the  points  at  which  their 
funds  would  be  wanted.  Nothing  surely  could  be  more 
natural  than  to  continue  a  practice  like  this,  when  tlie 
deposits  were  to  be  permanently   removed.     It  could 


i\e  the  same  amount  of  ac- 
place  as  in  the  other. 
1  he  same  amount 


lo  know  the  condition  of  the  deposit  banks  to  give 
tile  reason.  This  House  does  not  know  what  their  cir- 
cumstances  were.  Their  capital  may  have  been  em- 
ployed in  furnishing  capital  to  Western  banks,or  in  dis- 
counting upon  their  own  stock;  or  the  amount  of  their 
private  deposits  may  have  been  lessened  by  the  appre- 
hension of  remaining  in  company  with  a  public  deposi- 
tor and  preferred  creditor.  There  is  one  decisive  rea- 
son why  tlie  deposit  Slate  banks  can  never  so  efficiently 
further  the  accommodation  of  the  trading  community 
as  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  that  is,  that  the 
circulation  of  the  one  extends  over  the  whole  Unioii, 
and  never  enters  one  of  her  banks  in  its  course,  but  it 
issues  again  to  repeat  the  circle.  But  the  circulation 
of  a  Sta'te  bank  is  at  her  own  dcior.     It  cannot  have  it 


not  be  doubted  by  any  one  th.at  such  a  proceeding  must    to  any  material  extent.     Contrivances  to  extend  it  are 


cause  uneasiness  in  tlie  public  mind;  and  the  very  first 
precaution  which  prudence  would  have  si  ggested  to 
mitigate  the  alarm,  was  the  continuance  and  increase 
of  these  safeguards  of  the  Bank;  certainly  not  that,  at 
the  very  commencement  of  the  alarm,  they  should  be 
discontinued.  But  such  was  the  fact.  That  they  were 
discontinued,  and  that  the  Bank,  misled  and  deceived, 
had  to  deal  with  the  Treasury  as  with  an  enemy,  is  an 
event  wliich  belongs  exclusively  to  the  present  day, and 
to  the  existence  of  personal  feelings  in  the  Department 
which  directed  ihe  I  reasurer,  wholly  unbecoming  tl.e 
official  transactii)nsof  any  Government. 

Sir,  if  I  meant  to  deal  with  my  enemy  as  is  befitting 
the  spirit  of  honorable  contest, I  would  give  him  equali- 
ty of  position,  of  instruction,  of  knowledge,  and  let  the 
issue  be  the  result  of  skill  :ind  the  beltei'  cause;  but  if 


abortive.  It  does  not  answer  the  purpose  of  exchange, 
and  its  excess  as  currency  instantly  returns  upon  the 
bank  for  somediing  th;.t  is  better  than  her  bank  notes 
The  discounis  of  the  State  banks,  on  the  faith  of  the 
deposits  placed  in  them,  cannot  have  been  equal  to  the 
reductions  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  pay 
them.  And  in  addition  to  this,  there  is  an  immense 
ma-s  of  private  capital  usually  loaned  out  on  the  securi- 
ty of  stock,  at  moderate  interest,  which,  at  a  moment 
of  danger  and  alarm,  retires  from  the  scene.  The  days 
of  exorbitant  interest  are  not  the  days  of  the  capital- 
ist, but  of  men  who  desire  to  make  exorbitant  profit  up- 
on small  investments. 

Still,  sir,  it  is  not  easy  to  account  for  the  height  of 
the  present  distress  by  the  mere  change  of  the  depos- 
its, nor  bv  the  diminished  use  of  them  in  State  banks. 


meant  to   deprive  him  of  all  chance  of  defence  or  es-j  when  compared  with  their  use  in  the  Bank^of  the  UnU 
cape,  to  murder  him  basely,  what  better  course  could       "'  "  ••   ■     ■  ■   >  "• 

I  pursue,  than  to  blindfold  him, or  rather  to  throw  false 
lights  into  his  eyes,  that  he  could  only  know  the  ap- 
proach of  the  poinard  hy  feeling  it  in  his  heart? 

Sir,  the  former  practice  was  made  an  instrument  of 
imposition  upon  the  Bank,  by  continuing  to  wear  its 
usual  appearances,  wiiile,  in  truth,  drafs,  to  the  extent 
of  nearly  three  millions  of  dollars,  were  purposely  with- 
held from  the  lists — drafts  payable  in  unknown  places, 
at  unknown  times,  and  to  unknown  parties.     The  lists 


ed  States,  from  which  they  were  taken.  These  circum- 
stances had  an  effect,  but  they  do  not  stand  alone. 
There  is  an  intense  apprehension  for  the  future  con- 
nected with  this  opt  ration— an  apprehension  which 
springs  from  the  Treasury  determination  that  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  existing  circulation  of  exchanges  is  to 
cease;  and  cease  it  must,  to  a  great  extent,  if  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  is  not  to  collect  the  public  revenue. 
'I  he  Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  Mr.  Speaker,  has 
performed   her  great  offices  to  this  people  by  the  coii- 


themselves  became  instruments  of  decc  ptlon,  and  gave  I  currence  of  two  peculiarities,  »  hich  belong  to  her — her 
false  information  to  the  Bank  of  the  state  of  the  I  rea-  ]  structure,  and  her  employment  in  the  collection  of  the 
sury  demand,  while  rumors  gave  out  the  existence  of  j  public  revenue.  No  State  banks,  by  any  combination, 
the  concealed  drafts  in  precisely  that  way  which  was  !  can  effect  the  required  exchanges  to  a  considerable  ex- 
most  hkely  to  increase  the  deception.  I  call  the  altcn-|  tent.  No  Bank  of  the  United  States,  without  the  aid  of 
tion   of  the  House  to  that  correspondence  of  which  1 1  tlie  public  revetjue,  cm  effect  them  to  the  extent  which 


have  spoken.  l  he  1  reasurer  says  that  the  drafts  were 
of  an  unusual  kind;  Ihut  they  depended  on  cfr/^/zV;  coi- 
tingencies — contingencies  still  unknown  to  this  House 
and  nation.     Was  this  a  reason  why  the  Bank  should 


the  necessities  of  trade  require. 

Sir,  the  structure  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
contributes  to  this  operation  in  a  way  which  every  one 
may  comprehend.     I  he  whole  circulation  of  the  United 


not  have  notice  of  them?  Was  it  calculated  to  quiet  States  is  employed  in  effecting  the  exchange  of  the  crops 
the  apprehensions  of  the  Bank  or  of  the  community,  that  !  with  the  merchandise  of  the  country.  It  is  employed  in 
the  presentation  of  these  drafts,  payable  as  it  now  yp-  transporting  the  crops  to  market,  and  merchandise  to 
pears  at  sight,  was  .suspended  upon  WTj/i/iow/)  cofl^j'n^e/i-j  the  places  of  its  consumption.  Now,  sir,  a  National 
eifs?  Sir,  every  unprejudiced  person  who  looks  at  this  Bank,  with  branches  spread  over  the  whole  Union, 
transaction,  must  agree  that  the  course  of  the  Treasury,  i  knows,  from  CNpcrience,  and  by  her  means  of  observa- 
in  regards  to  drafts  for  nearly  three  millions  of  dollars,  ti<m,  where  the  amount  of  demand  will  fall  and  rise,  and 
hovering  between  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  Baltl-  at  wh:.t  time  these  changes  will  occur.  Si.e  knows,  be- 
more,  without  an  intimation  to  the  Bank  of  the  time  forehand  where  she  inay  with  safety  diminish  her  re- 
and  place  where  they  were  to  be  presented,  was  of  it-  ^  sources,  :.nd  where  she  must  enlarge  them.  Wherever 
self  amply  sufficient  lo  justify  even  more  alarm  than  her  resources  are  placed  for  use,  it  is  the  same  thing  to 
the  Bank  felt,  and  the  greater  reductions  than  the  the  Bank.  Her  profit  is  the  same  every  where;  and  this 
Bank  required.  j  abiliiy  to  give  them  the  position  which  the  trade  of  tlie 

There  is  one  other  fact  to  which  I  will  advert  be-  country  requires,  is  sustained  by.  and  in  a  great  degree 
fore  I  close  these  preliminary  remarks;  i*  is  ofgreat  use  dependent  upon,  her  empl  /yinent  as  the  depository  of 
in  explaining  the  influence  of  the  removal  in  produc-  the  public  revenue.  In  this  character  the  Bank  receives 
ing  the  present  distress.  'I'lie  honorable  member  from  the  revenue,  and  holds  it  until  the  time  of  disbursement; 
Tennessee  [Mr.  Folk]  expressed  great  surprise   that  ■  and  the  knowledge  which  her  accomplished  President 
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and  the  Board  of  Directors,  obtain  through  their  rela- 
tions to  the  Treasury,  and  by  intimate  acquaintance 
with  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  Department;  enables 
them  to  reconcile  all  the  demands  of  the  Treasm-y  wi»h 
thedemandsof  trade,  at  the  same  time  that  they  pre- 
serve the  whole  currency  of  the  country  in  that  due  pro- 
portion to  demand  which  makes  it,  and  whicli  alone 
makes  it,  sound  anl  invariable. 

But  now,  sir,  tliis  revenue  is  to  be  collected  agalnsl 
the  Bank.  Slie  is  to  assist  in  paying,  not  in  receiving 
it.  Her  situation  is  to  be  entirely  reversed.  The  wants 
of  the  community  are  to  become  secondar}'  to  her  own 
preservationj  and,  instead  of  placing  her  funds  wliere 
trade  will  most  require  them,  she  must  place  them 
where,  from  the  presence  of  rivals  supported  by  the 
Government,  she  will  require  them  herself  for  her  own 
protection.  Sir,  this  is  to  be  the  future  operation  of  the 
measure  taken  by  the  Treasury  Department.  The 
theory  of  a  National  Bank  with  branches  not  collecting- 
and  disbursing  the  revenue,  is  an  absurdity.  It  never 
was  conceived  of  until  the  present  day;  and  even  now, 
though  complaints  are  made  against  the  Bank,  as  if  her 
powers  were  not  impaired,  no  one  can  seriously  regard 
the  measure  of  removal  except  as  a  measure  of  intended 
destruction.  It  is  particularly  a  measure  of  intended 
destruction  to  all  the  usual  oper.ations  of  exchange.  The 
Bank  cannot  perform  them  as  slie  has  done.  If  the 
State  banks  promise  to  perform  thein,  it  is  all  delusion. 
If  they  have  contracted  to  perform  them,  they  will  break 
their  contract;  and  if  they  do  not,  they  will  break  them- 
selves. If  by  possibility  they  could  make  themselves  a 
Bank  of  the  United  States  audits  branches,  which  they 
cannot  do,  what  would  the  country  gain  by  such  a  con- 
trivance but  aBank  with  the  powers  of  the  present  bank 
subject  to  no  restrictions  or  control  by  law,  and  depend- 
ent only  on  the  pleasure  of  him  who  controls  the  depo- 
sits? Sir,  the  whole  propert}^  of  the  country,  in  its 
transfer  from  place  to  place  within  it,  is  to  undergo — 
has  already  undergone — a  violent  change.  There  is 
not  a  man  who  can  now  take  the  management  of  a  crop 
in  the  South,  or  of  a  manufacture  or  impnrt.ation  in  the 
North,  who  is  able  to  foresee  how  he  shall  conduct  it  to 
its  close;  and  the  consequence  is,  that  he  will,  if  possi- 
ble, have  nothing  to  do  with  either.  This  derange- 
ment, actual  and  prospective,  sir,  enters  materially  in- 
to tiie  present  excitement  and  distress. 

And  does  the  honorable  member  from  Tennessee 
propose,  as  a  remedy  for  all  this,  to  have  an  inquiry  in- 
to the  affairs  of  the  Bank?  Is  it  for  difficulties  of  this 
description  and  magnitude  that  he  demands  a  sifting  in- 
quiry, an  inquiry  into  the  printing  accounts  of  the  Bank? 
Is  his  great  object  to  ascertain  how  §^,000  of  unvouch- 
ed  payments  have  been  distributed,  and  who  is  the 
owner  of  the  National  Intelligencer?  Sir,  1  confess  my 
profound  astonishment  that  gentlemen,  huving  the  wel- 
fare of  this  great  nation  confided  to  them,  will  descend 
to  inquiries  like  these,  will  run  after  petty  ;.ccounts  with 
printers  and  the  concerns  of  the  National  Intelligencer, 
and,  in  the  ardor  of  pursuit,  forget  the  countiy  that  is 
intrusted  to  tliei-ri.  The  time  his  come,  or  I  greatly 
mistake  the  indications  around  us,  when  the  country 
demands  that  our  attention  be  given  to  objects  of  a  high- 
er nature. 

I  humbly  hope,  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  tluat  this  House 
will  inquire  into  nothing  but  the  question  before  it,  and 
from  which  we  cannot  escape — the  evil  which  now 
threatens  the  country,  and  the  proper  remedy  to  be  ap- 
plied. An  inquiry  of  this  character  is  vvortliy  of  all  at- 
tention, and  of  the  devotion  of  all  our  f.iculties  wud  ef 
forts.  In  such  an  inquiry,  no  person  will  be  more  rea- 
dy than  myself  to  forget  the  Bank,  if  that  shall  be  the 
course  of  patriotism  and  safety.  Except  as  she  minis- 
ters to  the  public  good,  I  regard  her  as  nothing,  and  less 
than  nothing.  The  public  good,  in  the  preservation  of 
the  public  faiih,  in  the  maintenance  of  the  public  cur- 
rency and  in  the  support  of  the  constitution — this  is  an 
object  which  this  House  should  never  cease  to  regard, 


and  to  which,  in  my  further  remarks,  I  shall  endeavor 
to  keep  my  own  attention  fixed,  without  yielding  it  to 
any  other. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  immediate  question  before  the 
House  is,  whether  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  Secreta- 
ay  of  the  Treasuiy  for  removing  the  public  deposits  are 
such  as  ought  to  satisfy  Congress  and  the  country;  and, 
if  not,  what  is  the  remedy  which  it  is  the  duty  of  Con- 
gress to  apply? 

The  reasons  assigned  are  remarkable,  sir,  in  a  parti- 
cular which  cannot  have  escaped  the  general  observa- 
tion. The  letter  of  the  Secretary  consists  of  certain  gen- 
eral propositions,  by  whieh  he  endeavors  to  sustain  his 
authority,  and  ofcert.iin  particular  reasons  or  statements 
of  fact,  by  which  he  endeavors  to  justify  its  exercise. 
The  general  propositions  upon  which  all  his  particular 
reasons  depend,  he  does  not  condescend  to  argue  at  all; 
and  I  have  listened  with  all  due  attention  to  the  gentle- 
man who  has  preceded  me,  the  honorable  member  from 
Tennessee,  without  being  able  to  perceive  that  his 
course  has  in  any  respect  differed  from  that  of  the  Se- 
cretaiy.  The  Secretarj'  asserts,  sir,  that,  by  the  remo- 
val of  the  deposits,  by  and  through  his  absolute  and  un- 
conditional power,  whether  the  actw;isin  itself  right  or 
wrong,  with  or  without  cause,  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  is  put  out  of  court,  and  the  nation  disch.arged 
from  the  contract,  without  any  violation  of  faith.  He 
further  asserts,  that  while  his  own  power  was  absolute, 
that  of  Congress  over  tlie  same  subject  was  gone,  hav- 
ing been  alienated  to  him;  that  the  Legislature  were, 
as  to  the  treasure  deposited  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  in  a  condition  of  impotency  and  imbecility;  that 
they  had  bound  themselves  hand  and  foot  by  the  char- 
ter of  the  Bank;  and  that,  while-they  had  given  unlimit- 
ed authority  over  the  subject  to  him,  they  had  reserved 
no  power  whatever  to  themselves  or  to  the  people:  and, 
consequently,  that  in  no  even',  not  even  if  the  deposits 
were  unsafe,  or  the  ultimate  law  of  all  Govci-nments — 
the  safety  of  the  people — should  imperiously  have  de- 
manded the  removal  of  the  deposits,  was  it  in  the  pow- 
er of  Congress  to  touch  them,  without  a  violation  of  the 
public  faith.  He  further  asserts,  that  the  rightful  exer- 
cise of  his  power  is  not,  even  in  point  of  responsibility 
to  Congress,  dependent  on  the  safety  of  the  deposits, 
or  on  the  fidelity  of  the  Bank  in  its  conduct  to  the  Go- 
vernment; but  that  it  was  his  right  and  duty  to  remove 
them,  if  the  reinoval  tended  in  any  degree  to  the  inter- 
est and  convenience  of  the  public.  He  finally  asserts, 
tiiat  as  it  was  his  right  to  remove  the  deposits,  so  it  was 
his  right,  as  a  consequence,  to  select  the  places  of  new 
deposite;  and  he  did  so. 

Sir,  these  are  startling  propositions.  The}'  involve 
grave  consequences.  They  deserve  careful  considera- 
tion I  hey  are  fir  from  being  self  evident.  It  was 
worthy  of  the  officer  who  asserted  them,  and  who  was 
bound  to  justify  the  assertion  to  Congress,  to  favor  that 
body  with  at  least  an  outline  of  the  train  of  reasoning  by 
which  he  came  to  these  remarkable  conclusions.  But, 
sir,  there  is  no  such  thing  in  the  book.  I  have  looked 
Carefully  through  it,  to  borrow  some  light  on  this  sub- 
ject  from  the  mind  of  the  Secretary,  by  which  I  might 
enlighten  my  own;  but,  beyond  the  simple  dogmas 
whieh  1  have  stated,  there  is  nothing  to  be  found,  ex- 
cept the  causes  of  his  particular  determination,  which 
were  of  no  sort  of  importance  whatever,  nor  worthy  of 
the  least  consideration,  if  his  general  ^)ropositions  are 
true.  I  am  compelled,  therefore,  from  necessity,  to  as- 
sert the  contrary  of  all  that  the  Secretary  has  asserted, 
and  to  take  the  tiurden  of  refuting  what  it  would  seem 
to  have  been  rather  his  duty  to  estaldish.  These  are 
points,  sir,  to  which  I  shall  especially  call  the  attention 
of  the  House,  as  involving  principles  ot  the  highest  pub- 
lic importance — princii>les  which,  if  tliis  House  shall 
aflii'm  them,  they  will  affirm  that  all  power  over  the 
Treasury  is  gone  from  Congress,  and  that  there  is  but  a 
single  Department  in  the  Government. 
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The  first  proposition  is  that  with  which  the  Secretary 
begins  his  letter.      Tlie  Secretary  saj's  — 

"It  has  been  settled  by  repeated  adjudications,  ihat 
a.  charter  granted  by  a  Stiite  to  a  corpoi-ation  like  that 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is  a  contract  between 
the  sovereignty  which  grants  it  and  the  stockholders. 
The  same  principle  must  apply  to  a  charter  granted  by 
the  United  States;  and,  consequently,  the  act  incorpo- 
rating the  Bank  is  to  be  regai'ded  as  a  contract  between 
the  United  States  of  the  one  part,  and  the  stockholders 
of  the  other;  and,  by  the  pl(U7i  terms  of  the  contract,  as 
cont;iined  in  the  section  above  quoted,  the  stockholders 
have  agreed  that  the  power  reserved  to  the  Secretary 
over  the  deposits  shall  not  be  restricted  to  any  particu- 
lar contingencies,  but  be  absolute  and  it.nconditional,  as 
far  as  their  interests  are  involved  in  the  removal.  The  or- 
der, tlierefore,  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  direct- 
ing the  public  money  to  be  deposited  elsewhere,  can  m 
«o  event  be  regarded  as  a  violation  of  the  contract  with 
the  stockholders,  nor  impair  any  right  secured  to  them 
by  the  charter. " 

That  the  House  may  have  before  them  the  section  to 
which  the  Secretary  refers,  I  beg  their  attention  to  it. 
It  is  tlie  16tli  section  of  the  Bnnk  Charter,  which  en- 
acts: 

•'  That  the  deposits  of  the  money  of  the  United  States, 
in  places  in  which  the  said  Bank  or  branches  thereof 
>nay  be  established,  shall  be  made  in  said  Bank  or 
branches  thereof,  unless  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
shall  at  any  time  otherwise  order  and  direct;  in  which 
case,  the  Secretary  of  tlie  'l're:isury  shall  immediately 
lay  before  Congress,  if  in  session,  and,  if  not,  immedi- 
ately after  ihe  commencement  of  the  next  session,  the 
reasons  of  such  order  or  direction." 

I  beg  the  House  to  remark  that  this  document  pro- 
ceeds from  a  gentleman  of  distinguished  reputation  as 
a  jurist,  trained  to  legal  investigations,  and  fully  ac- 
quainted with  the  legal  effect  and  value  of  every  word 
which  he  has  used,  1  he  language  he  has  adopted  runs, 
"by  the  plain  terms  of  the  contract,  as  con'ained  in  the 
section  above  quoted,  the  stockholders  have  ugreed," 
&c.  Sir,  if  the  Secretary  had  said  tlmtthe  contract  gave 
him  this  power  by  iniplic  tion,  or  that  he  ])ossessed  it 
by  the  fair  interpretation  oi  the  section,  or  by  its  reason, 
sflirit,  scope,  or  intention,  my  perplexity  would  have 
been  less;  but  when  he  asserts  that  his  authority  is  de- 
rived from  the /«rm.s- of  tiie  section,  and  from  its  plain 
terms,  and  that  by  those  terms  it  is  not  restricted  to  any 
particular  contingencies,  but  is  absolute  and  uncondi- 
tional, I  feel  some  doubts  whether  there  is  tliat  common 
medium  of  a  common  language  between  the  honorable 
Secretary  and  myself  which  is  so  indispensable  to  pro- 
fitable argument.  If  I  rightly  understand  the  pro|)osi- 
tion,  it  has  no  authority  \n  the  terms,  nor  in  the  reason, 
spirit,  or  intention  of  the  sectioii;  and  it  is  as  revolting  1 
to  good  sense,  in  the  strength  of  the  language  which 
the  Secretary  has  used,  as  it  is  to  the  rules  of  law.  It 
ass.rts  that,  in  no  event,  right  or  wrong,  not  even  in 
the  cxtremest  case  of  wilful  injustice  or  fraud,  (a  case 
which  I  am  far  from  supposing  to  have  been  in  the  view 
of  the  Secretary,  though  his  language  comprehends  it,) 
could  the  Bank  assert  the  least  violation  of  faith  by  the 
Secretary's  removal  of  the  deposits.  Sir,  I  submit  to 
the  House  that  the  contrary  propositions  may  be  easily 
shown  to  be  true,  and  therefore  that  the  Secretary's 
proposition  is  not  true. 

The  right  of  the  Bank  to  the  deposits  is  derived  from 
contr.ict;  a  valuable  consideration  having  been  paid  for 
it,  in  a  bonus  to  the  I'reasury,  and  in  a  stipulation  for 
expensive  services  to  be  performed  through  the  whole 
term  of  the  charter.  A  right  in  the  Secretary  to  remove 
those  deposits,  without  good  cause,  during  any  part  of 
the  time,  is  not  to  be  presumed,  but  the  contrary;  and 
it  should  not  be  conceded,  until  it  is  shown  to  be  requir- 
ed by  the  clear  and  plain  meaning  of  the  whole  sec  ion. 
Ihe  terms  of  the  section,  instead  of  giving  to  tlie  Secre- 
tary an  ab.solute  and  unconditional  power  to  remove  the 
Vol.  XIU  20 


deposits,  require  that  he  shall  have  reasons  for  the  re- 
moval, which  reasons  he  shall  immediately  communi- 
caie  to  Congress.  This  is  the  condition  upon  which  the 
Bank  submits  to  the  exercise  of  his  jjower — that  he 
shall  h;\ve  reasons,  and  communicate  them;  and  such  is 
the  agreement  of  the  parties.  The  whole  section  is 
agreement,  as  the  whole  charter  is.  It  is  all  conlract, 
from  the  beginning  to  the  end.  Now,  if  (Jongresshave 
agreed  with  the  Bank  that  the  Secretary  shall  give  his 
reasons  for  the  act,  and,  consequently,  that  he  shall  have 
reasons,  the  difhculty,  sir,  is  to  understand  how,  accor- 
ding to  approved  rules  of  interpretation,  these  reasons 
can  be  considered  as  of  no  concern  to  (he  Bank,  but 
only  to  Congress;  how  we  can  understand  that  it  is  of 
no  sort  of  moment  to  the  Bank  whether  tlure  are  rea* 
sons  or  not,  when  the  Bank  is  to  be  affected  by  the  re- 
moval, and  Congress  have  agreed  with  the  Bank  that 
the  reasons  shall  be  given.  Sir,  in  my  judR;ment.  the 
Secretary  has  directly  inverted  the  object  of  the  provis- 
ion. The  reasons  concern  the  Bank  oidy,  and  not  Con- 
gress: or  rather,  they  concern  Congress  only  because 
they  concern  the  Bank.  The  contract  for  the  d  posits 
wilh  the  Bank  is  a  mockery  under  any  oilier  interpreta- 
tion. Congress  is  above  the  reasons  Whether  good 
or  bad,  she  can  do  right  and  justice  to  herself,  whatever 
the  Secret  iry  may  argue.  The  Bank,  on  the  other  hand, 
is  wholly  depi'iident  upon  tlum,  and  has  no  oilier  pro- 
tection from  injustice;  and  the  stipulation  for  communi- 
cating "the  reascms  to  Congress  is,  tluref  re,  for  the 
plain  and  manifest  object  of  giving  to  the  Bank  the  be- 
nefit of  a  review  by  Congress,  upon  such  principles  as 
ought  to  govern  such  a  contrart. 

Sir,  the  hojiorable  member  frcm  Tennessee  seems  to 
me  not  to  have  been  fortunate  in  his  reference  to  the 
former  head  of  the  Treasury,  Mr.  Crawford,  forhisdoc- 
trine  on  any  branch  of  this  case,  On  this,  in  part  cular, 
the  opinion  of  Mr.  Crawford  was  directly  against  him, 
as  well  Hs  against  the  present  Secretary,  and  in  favor  of 
that  interpi'etation  wh'cli  I  suppose  to  be  the  true  one. 
On  the  25th  May,  1824,  the  select  committee  on  the 
memorial  of  Ninian  Kdwards,  reported  that,  in  certain 
instances,  deposits  of  the  public  money  were  made  by 
Mr.  Secretary  Crawford  in  cei-taiii  State  banks  situated 
in  places  where  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  had 
branches,  and  that  he  made  no  such  communication  of 
his  reasons  to  Congress  as  the  charter  requires.  "  This 
omission,"  say  the  committee,  "is  acknowledged  by 
the  Secretary,  who  says  it  was  owing  to  inadvertence; 
and  that  the  inattention  to  the  provision  of  the  law  was 
unimportant,  inasmuch  as  the  provision  was  intended 
onviocsLy/or  the  benefit  of  the  Bank,  and  the  Bank  had 
full  notice."  (Reports  of  committees,  IStli  Congress, 
1st  session,  document  128.)  The  doctrine  of  the  pre- 
sent Secretary  is,  that  the  provis'on  was  not  intended 
at  all  for  the  benefit  of  the  Bank;  but  that,  so  far  as  re- 
gards the  Bank,  his  power  of  removing  the  deposits  is, 
by  the  plain  terms  of  the  siction,  absolute  and  uncon- 
ditional. 

The  honorable  member  from  Tennessee  is  not  more 
fortunate  in  the  suggestion  of  his  own  reasons  for  suppos- 
ing the  provision  to  regard  Congress  and  not  the 
Bank.  I  understand  him  to  have  .said  that  the  section 
required  this  cummunicition  from  the  Secretary,  that 
Congress  might  know,  1st,  where  the  deposits  were 
made  by  the  Secretary  after  their  removal;  and  2d, 
whether  the  Secretary  was  or  was  not  liable  to  impeach- 
ment for  the  act.  Now,  sir,  1  think  myself  entitled  to 
ask  it  as  a  concession  from  the  honorable  member,  that 
a  communication  of  tlie/ac<  where  the  public  money  is 
placed,  is  not  a  communication  of  the  reasons  why  it 
was  removed  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  That 
fact  is  precisely  what  the  Secretary  is  not  directed  to 
communicate.  His  communication  is,  by  the  plain  terms 
of  the  section,  confined  to  the  reasons  for  ordering  and 
directing  that  the  deposits  should  not  be  m.ide  in  the 
Bank  or  the  branches  thereof.  As  to  the  object  of  im- 
peachment, sir,  it  is  as  much  in  derogation  of  that  prin- 
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ciple  of  our  constitution,  that  no  man  shall  be  compel-  |  action  upon  the  deposits  so  sliortly  before  the  present 
led  to  be  a  witness  ag-;iinst  himself,  as  it  is  of  the  charac-  [  session  of  Congress;  and,  if  this  justification  fails,  he  is 
tc-r  of  the  Legislature  for  plain  and  honest  dealing-  with  !  without  any. 

its  officer,  to'impute  to  it  the  desig-n  ol  draw!n.5the  Se-  The  question,  sir,  concerns  the  interpretation  of  a 
creiary  of  the  Treasury  into  a  confession  which  may  be  statute.  Tlie  extent  of  the  Secretary's  authority,  and 
read  aj^ainst  him  to  the  Senate.  No,  sir,  this  was  not  :  of  the  restriction  upon  that  of  Congress,  must  be  coUect- 
tlie  design  of  Congress,  nor  can  any  course  of  decent  j  ed,  therefore,  in  the  ordinary  way,  from  the  fair  scope 
reasoning  sustain  the  enormous  proposition  of  the  Secre-  1  and  meaning  of  its  provisions,  in  their  application  to  the 
lary,  that  his  power  is  absolute  and  unconditional.  It  j  subjecl-matter;  and  the  House  must  consequently  feel 
is  a  power  which  Congress  did  not,  could  not,  give.  An  }  some  surprise  that  the  Secretary  should  have  adopted 
absolute  and  unconditional  power,  derived  by  implica-  |  the  interpretation  which  he  asserts,  in  a  state  of  mind 

opposite 
conclusion.  His  letter  proceeds  to  say.  "The  power 
over  the  place  of  deposit  for  the  public   money   would 


ed  by  implica-  I  the  interpretation  which  he  asserts,  in  a  state  i 
tion  from  a  contract,  for  valuable  consideration,  belongs  that  ought  to  hnve  carried  him  to  the  directly  ' 
to  doctrines  which  a  court  of  justice  would  spurn   fic  '     '  ^••- ■-'  J~  '"^>- 


its  hall.  It  has  no  countenance  in  our  institutions;  it 
has  none  in  our  constitution,  which  was  ordained  to  es- 
tablish justice,  as  well  as  to  secure  the  blessings  of  lib- 
erty; it  lias  no  countenance  from  any  thing  but  the  po- 
verty of  the  case,  which,  finding  a  reason  to  be  impossi- 
ble, makes  it  unnecessary. 

Sir,  the  interpretation  of  the  section  is,  to  my  mind, 
abundumly  clear.  The  Legislature  did  not  see  fit  to 
part  with  the  absoluteiight  to  the  deposits,  nor  to  make 
the  right  of  the  bank  a.  judicial  question  by  defining  the 
exceptions  to  it.  In  consequence  of  the  fiscal  relations 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Bank,  and  of 
the  probability  that  whenever  the  proper  reasons  should 
occur  they  would  call  for  immediate  action,  the  parties 
have  agreed  that  he  shall  exercise  a  provisional  power 
over  the  subj<  ct,  under  the  stipulation  that  his  reasons 
shall  come  imiv.cdiately  to  Congress  for  their  review, 
upon  such  principles  as  belong  to  the  contract;  and  if, 
according  to  those  principles,  the  reasons  of  the  Secre- 
tary are  insuflficieiit  fur  the  act,  then  it  will  be  an  open 
breach  of  the  public  faith,  not  merely  sanctioned,  but 
committed  by  Congress,  not  to  send  the  deposits  back 
to  the  Bank,  whose  right  to  them  is  unimpaired.  If, 
after  the  payment  of  a  million  and  a  half  of  money  as  a 
bonus,  and  the  performance  of  costly  duties  to  this  pe- 
riod of  the  charter;  and  to  be  continued  to  the  end  of 
it,  t'  gether  equivalent  to  an  annual  payment  of  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars  for  twenty  years,  the  Secre- 
tary has  removed  the  public  money  without  adequate 
cause,  it  is  possible,  indeed,  that  an  artificial  argument 
may  be  made  to  sustain  the  act;  but  reflection  in  this 
house,  and  by  this  people,  will  infallibly  brirgthe  ques- 
tion back  to  the  ground  upoti  which  it  must  ultimately 
j.est — the  ground  of  common  sense  and  common  justice 
upon  which  alone  the  faith  of  the  nation  is  to  be  defend- 
ed, if  it  can  be  defended  at  all 

Mr.  Speaker:  The  second  general  proposition  of  the 
Secretary  affects  this  House  as  a  competent  part  of  the 
legislative  power,  and  affects  the  whole  legislative  pow- 
er in  the  most  criiical  manner,  as  may  be  seen  by  the 
Ijroposition  itself.  "  The  place  of  deposit  could  not  be 
changed  by  a  legislative  act,  without  disregarding  a 
pledge  which  the  Legislature  has  given,"  "although 
Congress  should  be  satisfied  that  the  public  money  was 
not  safe  in  the  ciu-e  of  the  Bank,  or  should  be  convinced 
that  the  interests  of  tlie  people  of  the  United  States  im- 
peri'iusli/  demanded  the  removal.  These  are  the  plain 
terms  of  the  Secretary,  and  the  House  must  see  what  is 
their  plain  meaning;,  tliat,  whereas  the  Secretary  could 
overthrow  this  contract,  with  or  without  reason,  right 
or  wrong,  Congress  could  not  be  relieved  from  it  by  the 
most  imperious  reasons;  that  as  h's  action  could  under 
no  circumstances  impair  the  contract,  so  the  action  of 
Congress  upon  it  could,  in  no  event,  be  otherwise  than 
illegal. 

Sir,  there  is  one  characteristic  of  these  propositions, 
for  which  1  acknowledge  myself  to  be  indebted  to  the 
Secretary;  they  are  so  strongly  stated,  that  it  is  impos- 
sible to  mistake  their  meaning.  While  the  Secretary 
asserts  every  power  over  the  subject  in  himself,  he  de- 
nies the  existence  of  any  power  in  Congress  over  the 
same  subject.  'I  he  use  and  design  of  the  doctrine  are,  at 
the  same  time,  as  clear  as  its  meaning;  it  is  the  only  and 
indispensable  justification  of  the  Secretary's  extreme 


seem  properly  to  belong  to  the  Legislative  department 
of  the  Government,  and  it  is  difficult  to  imagine  why  the 
authority  to  withdraw  it  from  this  Bank  was  confided 
exclusively  to  the  Executive."  1  must  state  it  as  an  ex- 
traordinary fact,  in  the  history  of  legal  interpretation, 
that,  when  the  learned  Secretary  admitted  that  he  could 
not  imagine  why  the  meaning  should  be  what  he  asserts 
it  to  be,  it  did  not  occur  to  him  that  this  was  one  of 
the  best  reasons  in  the  world  for  holding  that  its  mean- 
ing is  not  what  he  asserts  it  to  be.  If  a  court  of  justice 
should  be  told  by  learned  counsel  that  he  could  not  im- 
agine why  the  meaning  he  gave  to  a  statute  should  be 
its  meaning,  he  would  probably  be  admonished  to  try 
the  effect  of  his  imagination  upon  a  different  construc- 
tion, and  it  would  be  ve»y  likely  to  assist  him  in  obtain- 
ing the  true  construction.  The  Secretary  says  he  can- 
not imagine  why  the  power  was  confided  exclusively  to 
the  Executive.  I  hold,  sir,  with  submission,  that  the 
power  is  not  confided  to  the  Executive,  either  exclu- 
sively or  at  all.  The  position  is  directly  repugnant  to 
his  first  proposition,  that  the  power  of  the  Secretary  is 
absolute  and  unconditional,  and  it  is  equally  repugnant 
to  the  laws  and  constitution,  as  they  have  created  and 
fashioned  the  Executive  department.  The  Secretary  is 
not  the  agent  or  officer  of  that  department  in  the  per- 
formance of  the  trust  committed  to  him  by  the  i6th 
section  of  the  charter,  nor  in  the  performance  of  any  of; 
the  trusts  committed  to  him  by  Congress,  in  regard  to 
the  control  of  the  public  treasure.  In  these  particulars  ' 
he  is  the  agent  and  officer  of  that  department  which 
levies  and  collects  taxes,  dutief,  and  imposts;  raises  and 
supports  armies;  provides  and  maintains  a  navy;  makes 
appropriations,  and  keeps  the  public  treasure  under 
its  own  control,  till,  in  virtue  of  a  legal  appropriation, 
it  is  drawn  out  of  the  Treasury.  He  is  the  agent  and 
officer  of  Congress,  and  not  of  the  Executive. 

This  sir,  is  a  question  of  vast  importance,  not  more 
in  relation  to  the  recent  transaction,  than  to  the  due  or- 
der of  this  Government,  undei-all  future  administrations 
of  it.  It  is  not  a  point  now  raised  for  the  first  time, 
though  possibly  for  the  first  time  made  a  topic  of  con- 
troversy. The  distinction  is  coeval  with  the  constitu- 
tion. It  may  be  traced,  in  the  clearest  characters, 
through  the  first  organization  of  the  Executive  dep.art- 
ment  and  of  the  Treasury,  and,  if  it  did  not  lead  to  pub- 
lic discussion  then,  it  vi'as  becuuse  it  challenged  univer- 
sal assent.  It  is  impossible  to  explain  the  structure  of 
these  different  departments  or  offices  upon  any  other 
theory.  1  ask  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  consi- 
deration of  this  point, 

The  act  of  27th  July,  1789,  entitled  "An  act  for  es- 
tablishing an  Executive  department,  to  be  denominated 
the  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs,"  enacts  that  the 
Secretary  for  that  department  (now  the  Department  of 
State)  '•  shall  perform  and  execute  such  duties  as  shall 
from  time  to  time,  be  enjoined  on  or  intrusted  to  him  bi/ 
I  he  President  of  tlie  United  States,  agreeabli/  to  the  consti- 
tution, relative  to  correspondences,  commissions  or  in- 
structions, to  and  with  public  ministers  or  consuls  from 
the  United  States,  or  to  negotiations  with  public  minis- 
ters from  foreign  States,  or  princes,  or  to  memorials  or 
other  applications  from  foreign  public  ministers  or  oth- 
er foreigiier.Sj  or  to  such  other  matters  respecting  for- 
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eign  affairs  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall 
assign  to  the  said  dt part nicnl:  uiul  furtliei'morc,  tliut  tlie 
suid  principal  officer  shall  conduct  the  business  of  the 
said  department  in  such  manner  as  </if  I'reiident  of  the 
United  States  shall,  from  time  to  time,  order  and  direct." 

The  act  of  "th  Augu^t,  1789,  entitled  "  An  act  to  es- 
tablish an  ExtciUive  department,  to  be  denominated  the 
Department  of  War,"  enacts  that  the  Secretary  "shall 
perjiirm  and  execute  such  duties  as  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  be  enjoined  on  or  entrui>ted  to  him  by  the  President 
of  the  l.nittd  States,  agrceubli/  to  the  constitution,  rehi- 
tive  to  military  commissions,  or  to  the  land  or  naval 
forces,  ships  or  warlikcstoies  of  the  United  Statts,  or 
to  such  other  matters  respecting  military  or  naval  afi'airs 
us  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  assign  to  the 
laid  department,  or  relative  to  the  granting  of  lands  to 
persons  entitled  thereto  for  military  services  rendered 
10  the  United  States,  or  relative  to  Indian  affairs:  and 
furthermore,  that  the  said  principal  officer  shall  conduct 
the  business  of  the  said  depai'tment  in  such  manner  as 
the  President  of  tite  United  States  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
order  or  instruct. " 

The  act  of  30th  April,  1798,  entitled  "  An  act  to  es- 
tablish an  Plxecutive  depuviment,  to  be  denominated  the 
Department  of  the  Navy,"  enacts  that  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Secretary  "  toextcute  such  orders  as  he  shall 
receive  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  relative 
to  the  procurement  of  naval  stores  and  materials,  and 
the  construction,  armament,  equipment,  and  employ- 
ment of  vessels  of  war,  as  well  as  all  other  matters  con- 
nected with  the  naval  establishment  of  the  United 
Slates." 

The  provisions  of  these  acts  require  no  commentary. 
Thty  place  the  departments  wholly  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  President,  agreeably  to  the  constitution,  in 
all  that  regards  the  exercise  of  his  constitutional  pow- 
ers over  foreign  affairs,  the  army,  and  the  navy. 

The  act  of  the  2d  September,  1789,  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Treasury  Department,  pur^iues  a  stri- 
kingly different  course.  It  drops  from  the  title  tiie 
dejiomination  of  Executive  given  to  the  other  depart 
ments — not  by  accident,  but  by  design,  as  the  word 
"  Executive"  was  contained  in  the  title  otthe  bill  when 
reported  by  commiitee,  (see  Journal  1st  and  2d  Cong- 
vol.  1,  p.  57,)  and,  what  is  more  material,  it  enacts 
that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  "  to  digest 
and  prepare  plans  for  the  management  and  improve- 
ment ef  the  revenue,  and  for  the  support  of  the  public 
credit;  to  prepare  and  rejiort  esiiniates  of  the  public 
revenue  ami  the  public  expenditures;  to  superintend 
the  collect  on  of  the  public  levenue;  to  decide  on  the 
forms  of  keeping  and  stating  accounts  and  making  re- 
turns; and  to  grant,  under  the  limitations  herein  esta- 
blished, or  to  be  hereaflerprovided,  all  warrants  for  mo- 
nies to  be  issued  from  the  Treasury,  in  pursuance  of 
approprlaticns  by  law;  to  execute  such  services  relative 
to  the  sale  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States 
as  may  be  by  law  required  of  him;  to  make  report  and 
give  information  to  either  branch  of  the  Legislature,  in 
person  or  in  writing,  as  he  may  be  required,  respecting 
all  matters  referred  to  him  by  the  Senate  or  House  of 
Representatives,  or  which  shall  appertain  to  his  office; 
and  generally  to  perform  all  such  serx'ices  rrlaliie  to  the 
finances  us  he  shuU  be  directed  to  perform."  The  name 
of  the  President  is  not  mentioned  in  the  act,  except  in 
the  7lh  section,  which  cl  arges  the  assistant  with  the 
duties  of  the  office,  in  case  the  iSecretary  is  removed  by 
the  President;  and  the  bond  of  the  Treasurer,  prescrib- 
ed by  the  4th  section,  is  not  to  be  approved  by  the  Pre 
sident,  but  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  and  Cemp- 
troller. 

It  is  not  meant  to  sny,  sir,  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  performs  or  is  bound  to  perform,  no  duties  of 
an  Executive  department,  or  that,  in  the  performance 
«'f  any  such  duties,  lie  is  not  subjt  ct  to  direction  by  the 
President;  but  it  is  meant  to  say  that  the  Treasury  de- 
partment is  not,  ill  its   control  of  the  Treasury,    an 


Executive  department,  in  the  constitutional  sense;  and 
that  the  direction  which  is  to  govern  the  .Secretary,  is 
left,  by  the  terms  of  the  act,  to  be  settled  according  to 
the  chaiacler  of  the  function  to  be  exercised.  The 
Secretary  is  not  the  head  of  an  Executive  department, 
in  the  performance  of  acts  which  concern  the  custody 
and  security  of  the  public  moiiit  s  in  the  I'reasury.  His 
department  is  not,  in  this  respect,  a  Prcsiileiitial  depart- 
ment. To  have  placed  the  custody  of  the  public  Trea- 
sury within  the  Executive  department,  would  have 
been  a  constitutional  incongi'uity,  a  solecism,  to  say  no- 
thing of  the  enormous  mischiefs  to  result  from  placing 
the  power  of  the  sword  and  the  purse  in  the  same 
hand.  It  would  have  marred  the  harmony  and  simpli- 
city of  the  whole  scheme  of  the  constitution,  by  leaving 
to  Congress  the  duty  of  paying  the  debts  and  providing 
for  the  common  defence  and  welfare,  while  the  money 
collected  for  these  objects  was  not  under  their  control, 
but  in  the  hands  of  a  different  department,  It  would 
make,  and  the  adoption  of  the  doctrine  does  make,  the 
power  of  appropriation  entirely  futile,  because  the  pub- 
lic money  is,  by  force  of  it,  as  little  under  the  control  of 
Congress  before  appropriation  as  it  is  afterwards;  and 
it  gives  the  control  of  the  public  treasure,  so  far  as  the 
position  and  distribution  of  it  c.in  give  such  a  control, 
to  a  department  that  can  wield  the  whole  force  of  the 
revenue,  against  the  Legislative  department  and  the 
people. 

The  argument  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  here  cijts  into  the  subject  by  means  of  the 
power  of  removal  from  office;  and.  with  the  aid  of  the 
debates  in  Congress,  when  the  act  for  oiganizing  the 
Department  of  Foreign  Affairs  was  on  its  pass  ge,  he 
ccntends  that  the  President  may  direct  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  of  every  de- 
scription, because  he  may  remove  him.  Sir,  I  do  not 
adopt  his  conclusion.  It  does  not  flov/  from  his  pre- 
mises, and  a  better  conclusion  flows  from  better  pre- 
mises. 

The  power  of  removal  \s  a  great  question,  which  I  do 
not  mean  at  present  to  agitate.  It  has  been  allowed, 
by  implication  and  usage,  to  the  President  of  the  United 
State,  for  different  reasons;  and  the  argument  handed 
down  to  us  on  this  head  is  perhaps  not  altogether  as 
clear,  consistent,  and  intelligible  as  the  great  names 
connected  with  it  would  lead  us  to  expect.  It  is  pro- 
bably imperft  ct.  It  is,  however,  plain,  from  what  re- 
mains of  it,  that  the  gentlemen  who  asserted  this  power 
did  not  all  do  so  for  the  same  reasons.  It  would  seem 
to  have  been  the  opinion  of  some,  that  the  power  of 
removal  was  an  Executive  power,  or  a  power  of  the 
Executive  department.  Others,  v  ho  did  not  agree  to 
this,  thought  it  belonged  to  the  appointing  power,  which 
was  substantially  in  the  President.  And  som.e  who  dif- 
fered from  both,  deemed  the  most  convenient  and  saf- 
est position  of  tlie  power  to  be  in  the  Piesident,  who, 
by  its  immediate  exercise,  might  resist  the  aggression.s 
of  dishonesty,  or  prevent  the  mischiefs  of  incompetency. 
No  one,  sir,  appears  to  have  thought  that  the  power 
belonged  to  the  President,  because  he  l.ad  a  right  to 
direct  all  officers  appointed  during  pleasure;  althou.gh 
it  is  clear,  from  the  argument  of  .Mr.  Madison,  th  .t  tlia 
force  of  that  principle  was  very  striking  in  its  influence 
upon  the  question  tlu  n  diiectly  before  Coii.gress — the 
right  to  remove  the  Stcretaiy  for  Foreign  Aflairs.  That 
eminent  person  said,  "  It  is  evidently  the  intention  of 
the  constitution  that  the  I-'irst  Magistrate  should  be  re- 
sponsible for  the  Executive  department.  So  far,  there- 
fore, as  we  do  nnt  make  the  officers  who  are  to  aid  him 
in  the  duties  of  I  he  suid  department  responsible  to  hiir, 
lie  is  not  responsible  to  his  C'untru."  This,  sir,  is  very 
striking,  but  it  goes  no  farther  than  the  iliitics  and  re- 
spon.sibilities  of  an  Executive  department,  in  jis  consti- 
tutional sense.  If  the  honorable  gentleman  can  make  it 
out  that  the  keeping  and  control  of  the  public  Treasury 
are  duties  of  an  Executive  department  in  that  sense,  he 
will  gain  a  better  support  for  his  argument  than  I  have 
yet  heard. 
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The  principle  which,  it  seems  to  me,  sir,  must  go- 
vern this  question,  and  that  which  I  take  tlie  libei-ty  of 
stating  to  the  House,  as  tlie  only  sitisfuctory  one  that 
has  occurred  to  me,  is  this — lliat  tlie  right  nf  direction, 
where  it  exists  at  all,  results  frnm  official  connexion, 
subordination,  and  responsibility,  and  not  from  tenure 
of  office.  If  the  duly  belongs  to  (lie  Executive  depart- 
ment, the  right  of  direction  is  in  the  headof  that  depart- 
ment, who  is  re-ponsible  for  the  peiformance  of  all  its 
duties.  If  it  belong-i  to  tiie  Judicial  (  cj  artmt  nt,  the 
r  right  is  in  tiie  heads  of  that  department — the  courts.  It 
it  belongs  to  the  Legislative  department,  the  right  of 
direction  is  in  Congress.  'I'he  direction  in  these  sever- 
al cases,  by  force  of  this  principle,  is  in  perfect  harmony 
with  the  system.  It  prccecds  from  official  responsibili- 
ty in  the  prii  cipal,  and  olficial  duty  in  the  subordinate 
officer  to  follow  what  the  principal  directs.  'I'he  offi- 
cer is  hound  to  obey  the  princi])a),  because  the  princi- 
pal is  responsible  for  him  in  the  veiy  matter  directed, 
and  his  direction  is  a  justification  to  the  officer  who 
obeys  him.  Any  other  principle  must  produce  perpet- 
ual conflict  and  confusion.  'I  he  attempt  to  make  a  test 
of  the  removing  power,  fails  as  soon  as  you  apply  it. 
T  he  marshals  are,  an  to  matters  of  judicial  cognizance, 
directed  by  the  courts,  to  whom  they  are  responsible, 
and  for  the  proper  direction  of  wliom  the  courts  are  re- 
sponsible; yet  the  courts  do  not  api)oint,  and  cannot  re- 
move, the  marshals. 

Sir,  the  question  cannot  well  arise  as  to  acts  plainly 
prescribed.  No  one  can  assert  an  autiiority  in  the  Pre- 
sident to  direct  an  act  to  be  done,  which  the  laws,  or 
the  courts,  in  conformity  with  the  laws,  direct  not  to 
be  done;  nor  the  cuntrury.  It  arises  only  in  regard  to 
discretionary  acts.  But  the  same  principle  regulates 
duties  (if  every  description,  and  especially  duties  which 
are  committeil  by  the  law  to  the  discretion  of  an  officer. 
For  abuse  of  that  discretion,  if  answerable  to  any  thing 
but  the  law,he  is  answerable  to  the  head  of  that  dep.art- 
nient  to  which  the  particular  duty  appeitains,  and  by 
that  department  lie  may  be  directed.  I  he  marshal  is.in 
judicial  matters,  answerable  to  the  Court;  in  legislative 
matters,  to  Congress;  and  in  executive  matters,  to  the 
President.  'I  he  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, as  it  regards 
the  'Ireasury,  is  answerable  to  Congress.  To  give  the 
Presiflent  the  right  of  directing  or  contralling  his  dis- 
cretion in  such  matters,  is  to  make  the  Secretary  re- 
sponsible to  the  President,  who  is  not  responsible  for 
him.  'I'his,  sir,  is  the  position  upon  which  the  doctrine 
I  maintain  may  be  safely  placed.  The  President  is  not 
responsible  for  the  duties  which  do  not  appertain  to 
his  department.  His  direction  is  no  justification  to  the 
officer  to  whom  the  law  assigns  the  duty  to  be  perform- 
ed, or  to  whom  it  has  given  the  discretion  to  perform 
the  act  or  not;  he  is,  therefore,  not  bound  to  obey  him, 
nor  excusable  for  obeying  him.  Any  other  principle 
■will  give  to  the  President  the  right  of  directing  and 
controlling  the  discretion  of  every  officer  in  the  land  ex- 
cept the  judges. 

I  he  answeis  given  to  these  suggestions,  sir,  are  not 
satisfactory.  It  is  said,  the  President  has  the  undoubt- 
ed right  to  remove,  and  may,  in  this  way,  obtain  the  di- 
rection. Certainly  the  President  may  thus  obtain  the 
direction  of  men  who  prefer  their  office  to  their  dut)'; 
but  if  he  removes,  to  obtain  a  power  of  directioi\  where 
he  has  not  the  right,  he  violates  his  own  duty.  The 
power  of  removal  ought  not  to  be  so  exercised. 

It  is  further  said,  that  all  powers  are  legislative,  ju- 
dicial, or  executive.  The  Secretary's  power  is  neither 
legislative  nor  judicial,  and  therefore  it  must  be  execu- 
tive, and  belong  to  the  Executive  department.  '!  his  is 
a  confusion  of  language.  The  departmenti  of  our  Go- 
vernment are  legislative,  judicial,  and  executive;  and 
what  does  not  belong  to  the  first  two,  belongs  to  the 
third.  But  there  are  executive  acts,  thiit  is  to  sa}',  acts 
to  be  executed  in  the  Judicial  and  Legislative  depart 
ments,  as  well  as  in  the  Executive  department.  An  act 
to  be  executed  in  the  Judicial  department  does  not  be- 
long to  the  Executive  department.     The  question  of 


the  right  of  direction  regards  not  merely  the  act  to  be 
done,  but  the  relation  in  which  it  is  to  be  done. 

It  is  again  said,  that  the  constitutional  power  of  the 
President  to  demand  the  opinion,  in  writing,  of  the  of- 
ficers of  the  Executive  departments,  touching  the  du- 
ties of  their  respective  offices,  shows  the  dependency 
of  these  officers  upon  the  President,  and  his  responsi- 
bility for  them.  This  may  or  may  not  be  .^o;  but  it 
leaves  the  question,  wh;it  is  an  Executive  department, 
in  this  sense,  pr^  cisely  where  it  found  it. 

Again:  It  is  said  that  the  President  is  bound  to  take 
care  tiiat  the  laws  are  faithfully  executed.  This  proves 
too  much  for  the  argument,  as,  if  it  proves  any  thing, 
it  proves  that  the  President  may  direct  the  judges  as 
well  as  other  officers  during  pleasure.  The  superviso- 
ry power  cannot  interfere  with  the  exerci,se  of  discre- 
tion in  the  Secretary,  when  the  bw  gives  it  to  him,  be- 
cause the  faithful  execution  of  the  law  consists  in  the 
exercise  of  his  discretion;  and  whoever  disturbs  that 
exercise,  violates  the  law  instead  of  executing  it.  It  is 
a  power  that  does  not  enlarge  the  President's  authority, 
but  rather  dcchires  the  result  of  other  powers  before 
given  to  him  in  the  constitution.  It  is  corrective, to  put 
aside,  where  his  power  is  adequate,  both  dishonesty 
and  incmpetency;  but  it  is  not  directory  nor  transcen- 
dental, to  bring  all  the  officers  and  operations  of  the  na- 
tion under  his  sway. 

Finally,  it  is  said  that  the  power  of  removal  is  fairly 
applied  to  discharge  an  officer  who  does  not  do  his  du- 
ty; and  how  c;in  this  be,  if  the  President  cannot  decide 
what  is  his  duty,  and,  consequently,  direct  its  perfoim-  . 
ance?  St,  the  President  is  responsible  for  the  use  and 
abuse  of  his  power.  If  he  exercises  it  fairly,  to  remove 
an  officer  who  does  not  do  his  duty,  it  is  well.  But  if 
the  discharge  is  colorably  for  this,  but  really  to  enforce 
a  direction  which  he  h.ad  no  right  to  give,  he  gains  the 
power  he  ought  not  to  have,  by  the  abuse  of  the  pow- 
er he  has. 

These  are  the  remarks,  sir,  which  T  have  supposed 
would  show  the  inaccuracy  of  the  Secretary,  in  that 
part  of  hi|  letter  which  attributes  a  power  over  the  de- 
posits to  the  Executive,  or  to  the  Secretary  as  an  Ex- 
ecutive officer.  In  this  matter  of  the  deposits,  he  is  em- 
phatically the  minister  or  agent  of  Congress.  He  is  to 
give  reasons  to  Congress,  and  they  are  consequently  to 
be  his  own  reasons.  The  reasons  of  the  President  are 
not  given,  and  would  not  be  a  justification  to  the  Secre- 
tary, if  they  were.  The  Secretary  is  to  give  them  to 
Congress,  his  principal,  and  not  to  the  head  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive department,  to  whom,  in  this  matter,  he  does 
not  sustain  an  official  relation.  It  is  a  charter  authori- 
ty, and  to  be  pursued  as  the  charter  directs.  Under  this 
charter,  the  President  has  several  powers,  such  as  to 
appoint  commissioners  to  receive  subscriptions,  to  ap- 
point directors,  and  to  issue  a  writ  of  scire  facias.  The 
Secretary,  also,  has  powers,  as  to  require  transfers  of 
public  money,  and  to  remove  the  deposits,  giving  his 
reasons.  It  is  humbly  apprehended  that  these  are  dif- 
ferent powers  in  relation  as  well  as  in  action,  and  that 
the  President  cannot  assume  those  which  have  not  a 
relation  to  the  department  of  which  he  is  the  head. 

But  how  would  it  follow,  sir,  if  this  were  otherwise, 
that  Congress  cannot  remove  the  deposits  in  any  event,  . 
as  the  Secretary  avers'  It  would  seem  as  if  the  grant 
to  the  Executive  was  set  up  as  a  less  startling  reason  for 
denying  the  power  to  Conijress,  than  a  grant  to  the  Se- 
cretary -would  be;  but  the  power  is  inherent  in  Con- 
gress. It  is  one  of  which  they  could  not  divest  them- 
selves absolutely  and  unconditionally. _  They  hold  it 
now,  as  they  always  must  hold  it,  subject  only  to  the 
right  of  the  Bank;  that  is  to  say,  except  so  flir  as  the 
charter  gives  the  right  of  possession  to  the  Bank .  This 
right  ofthe  Bank  grows  out  of  her  covenant  to  afford 
safety  and  to  render  service.  1  he  continuance  of  her 
right  depends  upon  the  performance  of  her  duty.  The 
covenant  of  the  nation,  to  leave  the  deposits  with  the 
Bank,  and  ofthe  Bank  to  keep  them  secure, and  to  per- 
form other  duties  in  regard  to  them,  are  mutual  and  de- 
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pendent  covenants.  If  the  Bank  cnmmits  a  breach,  the  !  more  extravagant  position  has  never,  in  my  humble 
covenant  of  the  nation  is  either  dischargeil  or  suspend-  Judgment,  been  asserted;  and  it  is  as  unsound  ni  refer- 
ed,  and  Congress  may  take  care  of  that  whlcli  is  the  j  ence  to  the  subject  to  which  it  is  apphed  by  tiie  Secre- 
property  of  the  nation;  and  if  the  acts  imputed  to  Uie  I  tary,  as  it  is  dangerous  to  ihe  liberty  and  welfare  of  the 
Bank  were  a  sufficient  cuuse  of  removal.  Congress  were  j  country.  'I'he  question  of  geaeral  convenience  and  m- 
as  competent  to  decide  them  to  be  so,  at  the  present  j  terest.'in  regard  to  the  public  deposits,  was  settled  by 
session,  as  the  Secretary  was  before.  The  technical  |  Congress  when  they  agreed  that  the  Bank  should  have 
doctrine  of  the  Secretary  is  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  j  them;  and  it  was  settled  for  the  whole  term  of  the  char- 
of  the  charter,    and  with  the   safety  of  the  nation.     It    ter.      The  Secretary  has  nothing  to  do  with  it.     The 


strips  Congress  of  all  ))0wer,  and  lodgx-s  it  where  tliei 
is  no  responsibility  either  to  the  Bank  or  to  Congriss. 
It  asserts,  that  Congress  could  not  reclaim  the  control 
of  the  deposits, under  any  circumstances, from  either  the 
Bank, or  its  own  minister.  It  leads  to  this  extraordinary 
consequence,  that  if  the  Bank  could  have  propitiated 
the  Secretary  to  connive  at  the  most  corrupt  employ- 
ment of  tlie  public  treasure,  there  would  have  been  no 
remedy  for  it.  If  "offence's  gilded  hand"  could  have 
shoved  by  the  Secretary,  we  should  liave  seen  "the 
wicked  prize  itself  buy  out  the  law."     The  proposition 

is  wholly   inadmissible  in  every  possible  interpretation  ,  r  i  •        , 

of  it.  1  the  deposits.     His  reasons  must  grow   out    of  his  rela- 

Another  proposition,  sir,  and  the  most  alarming.from  \  tions  to  the  Bank,  to  the  treasui-e  in  its  custody,  and  to 


power  of  removal  was  given  to  him  to  be  exercised  for 
the  promotion  of  a  particular  interest,  or  the  remedy  of 
a  particular  mischief,  and  for  nothing  else.  General 
convenience  and  interest  are  rtsults  with  which  Con- 
gress have  never  trusted  him,  or  meant  to  trust  liim,  or 
any  body  but  themselves. 

The  authority  given  by  the  charter  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treamry  is  official,  and  not  personal;  and, 
by  necessary  implication,  it  is  limited  by  the  sphere  of 
his  office.  His  powei-s  and  duties  are  fiscal,  and  the 
functions  of  his  office  are  the  in<lex  to  the  reasons  for 
whicli,  and  for  which  alone,  he  has  authority  to  remove 


the  great  practical  mischiefs  which  must  flow  from  it 
comes  from  the  Secretary  in  the  Ibllowing  terms:  "'["hat 
the  power  reserved  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
does  not  depend  for  its  exercise  merely  on  the  s;ifety  of 
the  public  money  in  the  hands  of  the  Bank,  nor  upon 
the  fidelity  with  which  it  has  conducted  itself;  but  he 
has  the  right  to  remove  the  deposits,  and  it  is  his  duty 
to  remove  them,  whenever  the  public  interest  or  con- 
venience will  be  promoted  by  the  change."  In  anoth 
er  part  of  his  letter,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  says 


the  collection  and  disposition  of  that  treasure,  which 
the  law  confides  to  him.  If  the  deposits  are  not  safe, 
his  official  connexion  with  the  Bank  will  apprize  him  of 
it:  he  has  the  means  of  ascertaining  it  by  the  returns 
m:ide  to  him,  and  by  examination  of  the  general  ac- 
counts of  the  Bank,  if  he  is  not  satisfied  with  the  re- 
turns. If  the  Bank  does  not  perform  its  duties  to  the 
Government,  of  paying  and  transferring  the  public 
funds,  the  Secretary  knows  it,  because  he  is  the  officer 
to  direct  the    service,  and  to  watch  over  the  perform- 


that  it  is  his  duty  to  remove  the  deposits  "whenever  the  ance.  And,  beyond  this,  what  official  authority  has 
change  would  m  any  rfeo-ree  promote  the  public  inter-  1  the  Secretary?  What  official  duties  does  he  perform 
est."  And  again  he  says:  "The  safety  of  the  deposits,  |  that  can  instruct  him  with  reasons  for  the  removal  of 
the  ability  of  the  Bmk  to  meet  its  engagements,  its  fi-  I  the  public  deposits?  Sir,  he  must  leave  his  office  be- 
delity  in  the  performance  of  its  obligations,  are  only  a  '  fore  he  can  obtain  them,  and  enter  into  departments 
part  of  the  considerations  by  which  his  judgment  must  '  which  do  not  belong  to  him:  he  must  take  charge  of 
be  guided.  The  general  interest  and  convenience  of  interests  that  have  not  been  confided  to  his  office.  I 
the  people  must  regulate  his  conduct."  1  have  stated  to'the   House   why  these  reasons  have  not 

The  application  of  this  doctrine  to  the  present  power  ,  been  explicitly  defined  in  the  act,  and  that  it  was  to 
of  the  Secretary  over  the  deposits  in  the  Slate  banks  ;  continue  a  control  over  the  Treasury,  which  Congress 
may  be  seen  from  another  part  of  the  letter.  The  Se-  i  thought  might  be  iirpairedif  the  conditions  of  its  exer- 
cretary  says:  "The  law  incorporating  the  Bank  has  re-  |  cise  were  more  explicitly  stated.  In  the  eye  ofa  court, 
served  to  him,  in  its  fullest  extent,  the  power  he  before  there  is  discretion,  regulated  by  an  appeal  to  Congress, 
possessed.  It  dues  not  conftr  on  him  a  new  power,  but  In  the  contemplation  of  Congress,  there  is  limited  pow- 
reserves  to  him  his  former  authority,  without  nny  new  er.regulated  by  the  duties  of  the  Treasury  Department, 
limitation."  Consequently,  it'is  the  Secretary's  appre-  in  its  relations  to  the  Bank.  Sir,  it  is  -a  stain  upon  the 
hension  that  he  now  has  the  same  power  o^  er  the  de-  ;  Congress  that  incorporated  th  s  Bank— it  is  a  stain  upon 
posits  in  the  State  banks,  which  he  claims  to  have  had  the  first  Congress  that  organized  the  Treasury  Depart- 
over  the  deposits  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates;  and  ment — to  s.ay  that  they  placed  in  the  power  of  unknown 
it  is  this  which  m;ikes  the  subject  worthy  of  the  special  men  for  an  indefinite  period,  and  for  a  period  of  twenty- 
attention  of  the  House.  i  years  without  the  right  of  recall,  the  whole  revenue  of 

Sir,  it  is  an  abuse  of  language  to  call  the  charter  di-  the  United  States,  to  be  used  as  the  Secretary  should 
rection  as  to  the  deposits,  a  contract,  if  this  be  the  Se-  '  think  the  general  convenience  and  interest  of  the  pub- 
cretary's  power.  It  has  none  of  the  ft  aturesor  binding  :  lie  required.  Is  it  so,  sir?  And  will  this  House  affirm 
force  ofa  contract.  It  is  wholly  dependent  on  his  mere  this  proposition  of  the  Secretary?  Let  the  nation  look 
favor,  pleasure,  opinion;  upon  any  thing  short  of,  and  ;  to  it.  If  it  should  be  the  Secretary's  opinion  that  it  is 
indeed  not  short  of,  the  most  fantastic  caprice.  I  he  for  the  general  convenience  and  interest  of  the  people 
Bank  h:is  no  contract  with  the  nation  under  this  con-  j  that  manufactures  should  decline  and  die  away,  he 
strnction;  and,  sir,  when  I  regard  the  necessary  effects  I  brings  a  dearth  upon  the  land — he  draws  the  public 
of  the  asserted  power  upon  the  nation  at  large,  the  in-  I  treasure  to  another  quarter— and  they  perish.  If  in- 
terests of  the  Hank  disappear;  she  ceases  to  bean  ob-  j  ternal  improvements  are  not  to  his  mind — ifPennsyl- 
j»ct  of  the  least  consideration.  What  are  convenience  1  vania  wants  a  loan,  if  N^ew  .lersey  requires  fimds,  to  as- 
and  interests?  Where  are  they  defined?  What  acts  I  sist  them— if  there  is  any  proposed  rivil  interest  which 
promote  them?  Wbsit  is  ani/ degree  itf  tUem>  What  law  j  would  be  promoted  by  their  decline  — his  mandate  to 
has  made  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  a  judge  of  them?  ,  the  State  banks,  in  promotion  of  general  convenience 
This  n;ition  and  this  House  are  variously  divided  in  re-  and  interest,  consummates  the  design.  The  currency  is 
gard  to  almost  all  the  topics  of  general  convenience  and  his,  to  regulate  at  his  pleasure,  and  every  thing  depen- 
interest  that  are  d'scussed  before  them;  and  here  is  a  [  dent  on  it.  Sir,  H'tliis  theory  of  the  Secretary  be  true, 
challenge  of  the  right,  by  a  single  officer  of  the  Govern-  j  it  was  Ihe  duty  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  it  is 
ment,  to  direct  the  momentum  of  th  ■  whole  revenue  of  I  the  duty  of  the  deposit  banks,to  submit  to  his  pleasure, 
the  United  St:ites  to  the  support  of  what  he  thinks  fit  [  If  his  power  is  constitutionally  and  legally  what  he  as- 
to  regard  as  the  general  interests  and  convenience  of  j  serts  it  to  be,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  b.'inks  to  become  his 
the  people;  and  he  challenges  it  as  the  power  with  slaves.  If  all  this  power  over  the  Treasury  is  his  law- 
which  his  office  has  been  clothtd  since  its  creation.     A  1  ful  power— if  he  is  the  arbiter  of  general  convenience 
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ami  interest — if  the  Executive  is  tlie  only  head  to  direct 
and  con  rol  him — it  is  a  theory  of  universal  subservien- 
cy to  tiie  Executive,  for  the  profits  tiiat  are  to  spring 
from  tlie  application  of  the  public  treasure.  Il  never 
occurred  to  me,  sir,  that  men,  treading  the  soil  of  a  re- 
public, would  present  such  a  doctrine  fur  the  review 
and  sanction  of  Congress. 

It  has  been  said,  that  both  Secretary  Crawford  and 
Secretary  Ingham  have  asserted  a  similard<ctrine  Sir, 
without  meaning  the  least  disrespect  to  those  officers, 
I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  that  aiguments  in  favor  of 
power  are  not  entitled  to  most  consideration  when  they 
come  from  those  who  are  to  exercise  it.  A  Treasury 
argument,  in  favor  of  the  Treasury  power,  is  not  quite 
as  much  to  be  relied  on,  as  an  argument  for  the  same 
power  even  from  some  otht-r  department.  But,  sir, the 
authority  is  not  exactly  as  it  is  apprehended  to  be.  In 
regard  to  Mr.  Secretary  Ingham,  there  seems  to  have 
occurred  one  or  two  animated  pas"sages  between  himself 
and  the  President  of  the  Bank,  in  the  course  of  which 
a  menace  was  let  ofT,  as  to  the  use  of  the  public  depos- 
its, for  a  certain  purpose,  or  in  a  certain  event;  but  no- 
thing to  the  effect  threatened  occurred.  Mr.  Secreta- 
ry Crawford  did  act,  but  I  do  not  admit  that  his  action 
sustains  the  present  Secretary;  or,  if  it  does  to  a  small 
extent,  its  effecx  is  taken  ofTby  the  opinion  of  a  commit- 
tee of  this  House,  of  whose  report  a  part  was  read  the 
other  day  by  the  honorable  member  from  Tennessee. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  invested,  by  the 
joint  resolution  of  30th  April,1816,with  the  largest  povv- 
ers,  to  cause  the  taxes  and  other  monies  accruing, or  be- 
coming payable  to  the  United  States,  to  be  collected 
and  paid  in  the  legal  currency  of  the  United  St.ates.  He 
was  required  and  directed  to  adopt  such  measures  as 
he  miq/it  deem  necessary,  and  lliere  can  be  no  doubt  that 
such  an  authority  gave  that  officer  a  power,  which, 
since  the  entire  and  effectual  restoration  of  specie  pay- 
ments, has  ceased  to  exist.  The  history  of  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  public  monies  by  Mr.  Secretary  Crawford, 
who  came  into  office  in  tiie  fall  of  that  year,  is  given  in 
the  report  of  tlie  committee  upon  the  memorial  or  ad- 
dress of  Ninian  Edwards,  made  to  this  House  in  May, 
1824.  There  appear  to  have  been  in  the  year  1818, and 
afterwards,  two  descriptions  of  acts  by  Mr.  Crawford 
aflfecting  the  public  deposits.  One  of  them  consisted 
in  using  certain  State  banks  to  the  West  as  depositories 
of  the  pubfic  money,  for  the  sake  of  the  revenue  itself, 
and  because  the  bank  of  the  United  States  would  not 
receive  on  deposit,  as  cash,  any  thing  but  tlie  legal  cur- 
rency of  the  country  or  its  own  notes,  in  wiiich  the 
large  receipts  of  the  United  States  could  not  at  that  time 
be  collected.  There  consequently  were  cases  in  which 
the  deposits  could  not  be  made  in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  because  the  Bank  would  not  receive 
them  in  that  form  alone  in  which  the  Treasury  could 
make  them.  It  was  net,  as  I  apprehend,  a  case  of  omis- 
sion to  deposit  the  public  monies  in  the  Bank  of  tiie 
United  States,  but  an  omission  to  deposit  in  that  Bank 
monies  which  the  Bank  would  not  recieve,  and  was  not 
bound  to  receive  as  monies  at  all,  because,  although 
nominally  they  were  ihe  notes  of  specie-pa\ing  banks, 
substantially  they  were  not  such  notes  a.s  the  Bank 
thought  it  could  convert  into  specie.  This  was  not  a 
case  of  exercise  of  power  under  the  16th  section,  but  a 
case  of  necessity,  arising  from  the  lawful  refusal  of  the 
Bank  to  receive  the  deposits  in  the  only  form  in  which 
the  Treasury  could  make  them.  The  other  acts  refer- 
red to  were  ofadifferent  kind, and  they  consisted  of  such 
dispositions  of  the  public  mon.  y  as  Mr.  Crawford,  in  his 
letter  of  13th  February,  1817, "cited  by  the  present  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury,  says  he  has  authority  to  make: 
that  is  to  say,  deposits  made  with  State  banks,  to  sus 
tain  their  credit.  Upon  this  point,  the  committee  ex- 
plicitly say  that  "^/as  is  no  legal  employment  of  public 
Junds;  it  is  notfdng  but  a  gratuitous  loan,"  which,  cer- 
tainly, the  Secretary  was  not  authorized  to  make,  what- 
ever was  the  practice.     It  was  precisely  of  the  same 


character  as  the  transfer  drafts,  which  appear  to  have 
been  placed,  by  direction  of  the  present  Secretary,  in 
different  haids,  during  the  removal  of  the  public  de- 
posits from  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  and  which 
are  liable  to  precisely  the  came  criticism.  The  authori- 
ty of  Mr.  Secretary  Crawford,  therefore  does  not  seem 
competent  for  the  purpose  foi-  which  it  has  been  cited, 
(To  be  continued.) 


PORTAGE  RAIL  ROAD. 

Extract  of  a   letter  to   the  editors  of  the   Chronicle, 
dated 
HoLLiDATSBURc,  February  20,  1834. 

Dear  Sirs — Yesterday  the  first  rope  was  laid  upon 
the  Portage  Rail  way  at  inclined  Plane,  No.  10,  near 
this  place.  The  stationary  steam  engine  was  also  put 
in  operation,  and  the  whole  set  regularly  to  work.  The 
plane  is  2.300  feet  long,  rising  4°  42'  or  8J  feat  in  100. 
The  whole  of  the  distance  was  overcome  by  a  heavily 
laden  car  in  about  3  minutes.  The  working  of  the  ropes 
and  machinery  gave  great  satisfaction,  not  only  to  the 
officers  on  the  road,  but  to  a  large  number  of  specta- 
tors who  ha(l  assembled  to  witness  the  first  efforts  of 
steam  power  upon  the  rugged  Allegheny. 

Should  the  weather  prove  favorable,  the  rail  way 
may  be  ready  for  transportation  about  the  20th  March. 
The  important  work  of  all  the  engines  is  completed, 
and  the  ropes  may  be  said  to  be  upon  the  ground. 

January  2d,  1834. 
Vaccine. — The  Vaccine   Physicians  of  the   city   of 
Philadelphia  have  reported   the  following  number  of 
cases,  successfully  vaccinated  by  them  during  1833. 

Cases. 
Dr.  .lames  McClintock,  North  East  District,  289 

Dr.  George  Spackman,  North  West         do  460 

Dr.  Justus  Dunoti,  South  East  do  370 

Dr.  Jeremiah  McCredy,  South  West      do  403 
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February  15. 
Deer. — On  Thursday  last,a  deer  that  was  driven  from 
the  hills  by  a  pack  of  dogs,  came  down  through  the 
upper  part  of  the  village,  and  attempted  to  cross  the 
river  on  the  ice  above  ihe  dam.  The  ice  being  recent- 
ly much  weakened  in  the  middle  of  the  stream, the  deer 
broke  through  and  was  unAble  to  find  a  place  of  escape 
till  surrounded  by  a  crowd  of  our  citizens,  who  kindly 
seized  the  poor  animal  by  the  ears  and  legs,  drew  it 
from  the  water  and  secured  it  in  a  yard. — Mauch  Chunk 
Couriei: 


THE   UNITED  STATES  BANK. 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  "} 
March  5,  1834.      5 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  held  this  day, 
Mr.  Eyre  from  thecommittre  on  the  Offices,  presented 
the  following  report  which  was  read. 
REPORT. 

The  committee  on  the  Offices  having  now  ascertain- 
ed by  an  experence  of  several  months,  the  progress  in 
the  reductions  in  the  business  of  the  Bank,  ordered  by 
the  Board  on  the  8th  of  October  last,  avail  themsf  Ives 
of  the  monthly  returns  from  the  Bank  and  all  its  offices, 
made  up  for  the  month  of  March,  to  present  a  slatement 
of  those  reductions. 

The  design  of  the  Board  in  directing  them,  was  to 
protect  the  institution,  and  to  provide  the  means  of 
paying  the  Deposits  of  the  Government,  so  as  to  press 
with  as  little  injury  as  possible  on  the  community.  How 
far  that  pui'pose  has  been  accomplished,  will  be  seen 
from  the  following  statement  of  the  amount  of  loans, de- 
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posits,  specie,  and  circulation  of  tlie  Bank;  from  the  1st 
of  October  1833,  to  the  1st  of  March  1834. 
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the  increase  in  the  line   of  domestic  bills  amounted  to 
nearly  two  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars. 

4th.  That  (hiring  the  same  period  there  has  been 
an  actual  increase  in  the  total  loans  of  the  bank  of 
$1,256,368  16. 

The  Committee  cannot  regret  the  smallness  of  this 
reduction  during  the  last  five  months,  nor  even  the  ac- 
tual increase  of  its  loans  since  the  first  of  January;  be- 
cause both  have  arisen  from  the  strong  desire  of  the 
Bank  to  give  every  relief  to  the  community  consistent 
with  its  own  safety.  But  they  cannot  forbear  to  ex- 
press their  deliberate  conviction,  that  these  reductions 
are  much  less  than  are  required  for  its  security  during 
tlie  prtrsent  unsetded  state  of  the  currency,  and  that  it 
has  now  become  the  duty  of  the  Bank,  gently,  but 
steadily  to  diminish  the  amount  of  the  claims  upon  it, 
by  continuing  to  lessen  its  business. 

Whereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Newl-irk,  the  follow- 
ing resolution  was  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  as  much  misapprehension  appears  to 
exist  throughout  the  country,  in  regard  to  the  reduction 
of  the  loans  of  the  Bank  since  the  removal  of  the  public 
deposits,  the  foregoing  report,  be  published  for  gener- 
al information. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

S.  JAUDON,  Cashier. 


The  general  result  of  the  operations  of  the  Bank  du- 
ring the  last  five  months,  have  been, 

1st.  That  the  reduction  of  the  loans  has  not  been  by  up- 
wards of  four  millions  of  dollars  as  great  as  the  reduc- 
tion of  deposits — and 

2d.  That  the  withdrawal  of  nearly  eight  millions  of 
dollars,  of  those  funds  on  which  the  Bank  had  based 
its  accommodations  to  the  community,  has  not  yet  been 
followeil  by  a  reduction  of  accommodations  equal  to 
one  half  of  the  amount  of  funds  thus  withdrawn. 

3d.   That  from  the  1st  of  January  to  the  1st  of  March, 


MELANCHOLY  niS ASTER. 

On  Tuesday,  4th  inst.  about  5  P.  M.  just  as  the  steam 
boat  William  Pknn,  with  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
passt-ngers,  from  Baltimore,  had  come  round  the  point, 
below  this  city,  she  was  discovered  to  be  on  fire  near 
the  furnace.  The  rapidity  of  her  motion  creating  a 
strong  draft,  and  the  very  combustible  nature  of  every 
piece  of  wood  near  the  place,  soon  rendered  it  certain 
that  the  boat  would  be  lost.  She  was  accordingly  run 
ashore  on  the  muddy  margin  of  the  river.  Before 
reaching  which,  however,  she  seemed  to  be  in  one  full 
blaze.  Here  the  passengers  jumped  out,  and  most  of 
their  baggage,  and  part  of  the  great  Southern  Mail, 
were  thrown  on  shore.  ALiny  of  the  passengers  jump- 
ed overboard.  A  steam  boat  went  down  and  brought 
up  from  the  wreck,  most  of  the  passengers,  to  the  usual 
landing  place. 

We  learned  late  last  evening,  that  the  dead  bodies  of 
a  gentleman  and  lady,  were  taken  from  the  river. 

Several  lives  were  saved  by  the  hazardous  exertions 
of  persons  belonging  to  the  boat,  and  by  those  who 
were  drawn  lo  the  scene  of  conflagration.  From  the 
great  number  of  passengers,  and  the  confusion  conse- 
quent upon  such  an  awful  seme,  it  vvas  impossible  to 
ascertain  with  any  degree  of  certainly  the  extent  of 
personal  injury  sustained. 

Some  of  the  passengers  stripped  themselves,  jumped 
into  the  river,  and  swam  ashore — those  were  taken  up 
almost  perishing  from  the  cold. 

It  was  mentioned  to  us,  that  a  lady  in  company  with 
the  Rev.  John  Mitchelmore,  of  Lewlstown,  Delaware, 
jumped  into  the  river  in  her  consternation.  Mr.  M.  fol, 
lowed  her,  and  was  drowned.  At  our  last  information 
hopes  were  entertained  of  recovering  the  lady. 

Col.  Joseph  S.  Porter  is  also  among  the  drowned. 

One  man  drifted  out  into  the  river  on  a  settee,  but 
was  finally  saved. 

AVhen  the  steam  boat  was  run  on  shore,  she  run  with 
her  bows  into  the  mud,  and  her  stern  in  det  p  water — 
the  fire  was  ragingso  intensely  in  the  centre  of  the  boat, 
as  to  prevent  the  p  isscngers  who  were  aft,  from  going 
forwartl; — they  therefore  jumped  into  water  beyond 
their  depth. 

We  regret  to  add,  that  the  lady  mentioned  above  died 
Ijctween  8  and  9  o'clock.  She  was  in  a  delicate  state  of 
health. 

The  body  lias  been  removed  by  the  Coroner  lo  Cher- 
ry Hill,  where  it  will  remain  for  a  short  time,  for  recog- 
nition. 
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When  the  extent  of  the  fire  was  known,  in  the  boat, 
Captain  Jeffries  ordered  her  to  be  run  side  ways  on  to, 
or  along  sde  the  shore,  which  would  allow  all  the  pas 
seng-ers  to  jump  out,  while  the  smoke  was  blowing  over 
the  side — but  some  passengers  compelled  the  helms- 
man to  run  bows  on,  by  which  means  the  passengers  in 
the  stern  were  more  endangered.  Nothing  could  ex- 
ceed the  anxiety  of  the  persons  connected  with  the  line, 
to  render  every  possible  assistance  to  those  in  danger. 
Mr.  Davidson,  theagent  enquired  of  the  first  person  he  j 
met,  whether  any  lives  were  lost.  He  was  told,  that  ' 
"all  were  safe."  Then  said  Mr.  Davidson,  all's  well — 
we  care  nothing  about  the  boat.  The  fatal  effects  were 
subsequently  learned. 

Dr.  Joseph  Parrish  and  Dr.  West,  of  Front  street 
were  active  in  directing  and  aiding  in  the  attempts  of 
citizens  to  recover  the  drowned  persons. 

A  very  intelligent  lad,  named  William  Henry  Pern- 
berlon  Hudson,  was  found  in  the  crowd  last  evening, 
having  been  rescued  from  the  steam  boat  Wrn.  Penn. 
He  says  his  father's  name  is  Henry  Hudson,  and  he  lives 
in  Delaware.  The  boy  is  with  the  Itev.  Mr.  Clay,  pas- 
tor of  the  Swede's  Church.  —  U.  S.  Gazette. 


The  above  is  from  the  U.  S.  Gazette  of  this  morning. 
We  have  conversed  with  several  gentlemen  who  were 
on  board  the  boat  at  the  time  of  the  disaster.  They  state 
that  the  fire  broke  out  in  or  very  near  the  wheel-house, 
on  the  windward  side  of  tiie  boat,  and  that  in  five  or  six 
minutes  after  it  was  discovered,  the  whole  wheel-house 
and  the  adjoining  offices  were  enveloped  in  a  sheet  of 
flame.  Attempts  were  made  in  the  commencement,  to 
extinguish  the  fire  by  throwing  water  on  it,  but  the 
contusion  and  alarm  among  so  many  passengers,  ren- 
dered it  in>possible  to  form  a  line  by  which  to  pass  the 
buckets  to  the  spot.  The  fire  must  have  bef^n  sume 
time  burning  before  it  was  discovered,  or  it  never  could 
h.ave  obtained  such  fatal  headway.  As  soon  as  it  was 
thought  impossible  to  save  the  boat,  the  passengers  call- 
ing out  some  to  run  her  ashore,  with  various  contradic- 
tory demands  of  the  kind.  Captain  Jefferles  directed 
her  to  be  run  in  the  mud.  When  this  was  done  the 
flames  originating  to  windward,  swept  with  fearful  vio- 
lence from  one  side  of  the  boat  to  the  other,  rendering 
it  almost  impossible  for  those  in  the  stern  to  advance 
forward.  The  stern  lying  in  deep  water,  several  of  those 
who  jumped  overboard  must  have  perished.  When  the 
bow  uf  die  boat  touched  the  ground,  two  gentlemen 
jumped  out  on  the  flat,  where  the  water  was  three  or 
four  feet  deep,  a  rope  was  immedia'ely  thrown  to  them, 
with  which  they  held  the  boat,  until  the  crowd  letting 
themselves  down  by  it,  compelled  them  to  let  go,  and 
the  boat  drifted  off  into  deep  water,  occasioninga  delay 
which  was  no  doubt  fatal  to  some.  In  a  few  moments, 
however,  the  rope  was  manned  by  a  dozen  who  had 
jumped  out,  and  the  boat  drawn  up  again,  when  it  was 
finally  abandoned. 

Much  baggage  was  lost,  and  the  boat  is  totally  de- 
stroyed. We  understand  she  was  v.alued  at  5^70,000. 
The  mails  were  thrown  overboard,  and  by  a  circular 
from  our  post  office  we  learn  that  the  Baltimore  letter 
mail  is  missing,  with  some  bags.  Two  clerks  were  des- 
patched at  an  early  hour  this  morning,  to  search  the 
flits  where  thedisaster  occurred.  The  packagesfor  the 
eastward,  in  the  mails  not  lost,  were  in  a  very  wet  con- 
dition, and  were  put  up  in  fresh  wrappers,  after  being 
partially  dried. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  we  learn  that  Mr.  Walter 
W.  Berkeley,  of  Hartford,  Conn,  died  this  morning,  at 
11  o'clock,  from  the  effects  of  cold  and  exposure.  It 
will  be  consolatory  to  his  friends  to  know  that  he  was 
attended  by  Drs.  Aslimead  and  liush,  with  imremitting 
assiduity,  and  that  no  human  means  were  left  untried  to 
save  his  life. 


The  body  of  the  female  at  Cherry  Hill,  has  not  yet 
been  recognized.  A  ring  upon  her  finger  has  the  fol- 
lowing words  "  Let  love  abide  forever  J.  B." — Phila. 

Gazitte. 

Few  additional  particulars  have  transpired  in  relation 
to  the  melancholy  disaster  of  Tuesday,  It  is  now  ascer- 
tained that  at  least  Jive  lives  were  lost — the  Rev.  John 
Mitchelmore,  Col.  Porter,  and  the  unknown  female, 
mentioned  in  our  paper  of  yesterday — a  child,  killed  by 
one  of  the  paddle  wheels  of  the  boat,  and  Mr.  W.  W. 
Buckley,  a  respectable  merchant  of  Connecticut,  who 
was  taken  up  much  exhausted,  and  notwithstanding 
every  attention  was  rendered  him,  died  at  the  Union 
Hotel,  near  the  steam  boat  wharf,  yesterday  morning. 
The  gentleman  whose  leg  was  broken,  and  who  was 
taken  to  the  Hospital,  is  doing  well.  The  dead  body  of 
the  female,  now  at  Cherry  Hill,  has  not  yet  been  recog- 
nized. A  ring  upon  her  finger  contains  the  following: 
"Let  love  abide  forever  J.  B."  The  body  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Mitchelmore  is  now  at  the  residence  of  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Ely,  where  it  will  remain  till  Saturday.  The  report 
that  two  engineers  perished  is  erroneous. 

We  learn  that  the  spot  where  she  was  run  ashore  is 
about  halfway  between  the  Navy  Yard  and  the  Point 
House — that  the  passengers  were  compelled  to  wade  in 
the  mud  and  water  a  distance  of  at  least  two  hundred 
yards — and  thut  the  greatest  marvel  is,  that  so  many  of 
them  were  enabled  to  reach  the  banks  with  life  in  them. 
We  presume  that  an  authentic  account  of  the  disaster 
will  immediately  be  submitted  to  the  public  by  Capt, 
Jeffries,  confirmed  by  the  affidavits  of  some  of  the  pas- 
sengers. Great  anxiety  is  felt  and  expressed  to  have  a 
detailed  account  of  this  terrible  accident,  and  Captain 
J.  owes  it  as  well  to  himself  as  to  the  friends  of  the  de- 
ceased, and  the  public,  to  submit  such  a  statement  to 
the  community  with  all  due  diligence.  All  the  passen- 
gers witli  whom  we  have  conversed,  award  the  highest 
praise  to  the  captain  and  crew  for  their  coolness,  cour- 
age and  indefatigable  exertions,  not  only  to  rescue  the 
lives,  but  to  save  the  baggage  of  the  passengers.  There 
were  about  a  dozen  females  and  several  children  on 
board;  also,  three  horses  Capt.  J.  was  the  last  to  leave 
the  burning  vessel. 

We  learn  that  Messrs.  Taber  and  Potter,  the  gentle- 
men despatched  by  the  post  master  in  search  of  the 
missing  mails,  returned  to  the  post  office  yesterd.ay  af- 
ternoon,with  the  chains  and  locks  &f  the  portmanteaus, 
the  letters,  pnckages,  &c.  having  been  destroyed  on 
board  the  Wm.  Penn,  by  the  fire.  The  mails  thus  lost, 
no  doubt,  contained  large  sums  of  mone)',  as  this  is 
the  season  of  the  year  at  which  the  southern  merchants 
make  large  remittances  to  the  north.  The  post  master 
is  still  engaged  in  the  investigation,  and  will  in  the 
course  of  ^iie  day  be  able  to  designate  the  exact  mails 
that  have  not  been  recovered.  The  Baltimore  letter 
bag,  and  that  containing  a  portion  of  the  letters  from 
the  west,  are  certainly  destroyed. — Inquirer. 


Installation. — The  Rev.  Cornelius  C.  Cuyler,  D.  D.,  was 
installed  Pastor  of  the  Second  Presbyterian  Churcli  in  this  city, 
on  Tuesday  evening,  14th  Jan.  by  the  Second  Presbytery  of 
Philadelphia.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Neill  offered  the  introductory 
prayer,  the  Rev.  Robert  Steel  preached  tlie  sermon,  from  1  Cor. 

iv.  1 Stewards  of  the  mysteries  of  God.    The  Rev.  Dr.  John 

M'Dowell  presided,  and  proposed  the  constitutional  questions 
to  the  pastor  elect  and  to  the  people.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Green,  by 
special  invitation  charged  the  Pastor  in  an  appropriate  and  affec- 
tionate address.  The  allusion  to  his  own  long  and  happy  con- 
nexion with  that  congregation,  and  his  great  solicitude  in  their 
behalf,  was  impressive  and  affecting.  The  Rev.  Dr.  John 
M'Dowell  delivered  a  suitable  andjudicious  charge  to  the  peo- 
ple.— Preshyteria  n . 
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PENNSYLVANIA  AND  OHIO  CANAL. 

Report  of  the   Board  of  Canal  Commissioners,    in  rela- 
tion to  the  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  Canal. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  of  Ohio. 

In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the 
5th  of  February  instant,  requestinij  the  Board  of  Canal 
Commissioners  to  report  to  the  Senate  tlieir  opinion  on 
several  points  relative  to  the  proposed  connection  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Canal  with  the  Ohio  Canal,  the  Board 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following-  report: 

In  relation  to  the  first  point,  to  wit:  «'The  expedien- 
cy of  connectini?,  by  a  navigable  canal,  the  canals  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  under  the  direction  and  at  the 
expense  of  the  state,"  the  Board  feel  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  they  have  entire  confidence  in  the  utility  of 
the  proposed  work,botli  to  our  own  citizens  and  to  those 
of  Pennsylvania.  Such  a  work  will  at  once  open  a  na- 
vigable communication  of  tlie  most  perfect  and  useful 
character  between  the  interior  of  our  own  state,  and 
the  great  manufacturing  city  of  Pittsburg,  which  has 
been  emphatically  and  justly  styled  "  the  Birmingham 
of  America."  Through  this  channel  a  large  portion  of 
our  surplus  provisions  and  raw  materials  may  be  cheap- 
ly sent  to  a  good  market,  and  through  the  same  chan- 
nel a  great  variety  of  manufactured  articles  of  primary 
necessity  and  extensive  utility,  may  be  safely  and  cheap- 
ly brought  in  return.  Such  a  channel  of  commerce 
cannot  fail  to  be  highly  advantageous  to  all  parties  con- 
cerned. 

The  proposed  work  will  also  remove  the  only  re- 
maining obstruction  which  exists  in  the  way  of  a  direct 
commercial  intercourse  between  the  interior  of  Ohio, 
and  the  great  commercial  marts  of  Philadelphia  and 
Baltimore.  A  free  access  to  these  cities  will  open  to 
our  citizens  a  choice  of  markets,  and  create  a  competi- 
tion between  those  cities  and  New  York,  for  supplying 
the  western  country  with  goods;  which  must  necessari- 
ly operate  to  the  advantage  of  the  western  people. 

It  will  also  open  a  direct  channel  of  commerce  be- 
tween Lake  Erie  and  the  other  upper  Lakes,on  the  one 
hand,  and  Pittsburg,  and  by  means  of  the  Pennsylvania 
canals,  with  the  ports  of  the  Delaware  and  Chesapeake 
on  the  other.  We  need  not  here  give  a  detailed  view 
of  the  advantages  resulting  to  the  immense  region  of 
country  bordering  on  these  Lakes,  from  a  choice  of  mar- 
kets, as  well  as  from  thus  being  enabled  to  avoid  the 
delay  in  reaching  the  seaboard  through  the  N.  York  Ca- 
nal, occasioned  by  the  long  continuance  of  the  ice,  in 
the  eastern  end  of  Lake  Erie,  in  the  spring.  No  per- 
son acquainted  with  the  inttrests  of  the  Lake  countiy, 
and  with  the  geographical  facts  connected  with  the 
subject,  can  fail  to  appreciate  their  importance. 

Nor  is  the  country  adjacent  to  the  Ohio  river  and  its 
navigable  branches,  below  Portsmouth,  less  interested 
in  the  contemplated  work  tlian  the  Lake  country.  A 
large  portion  of  the  goods  procured  for  the  supply  of 
the  western  country,  are  now  purchased  in  the  cities  of 
Philadelphia  and  Baltimore;  and  this  will  long  continue 
to  be  the  case,  at  least  to  some  extent.  Most  of  these 
ffoods  are  brought  to  Pittsburg  or  Wheeling,  and  sent 
from  thence  down  the  river  by  water.  When  the  Oliio 
Portsnnouth,  is  loo  low  to  permit  the  navi- 
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gation  of  steam  boats  of  a  medium  s  ze,  the  transporta- 
tion  of  goods  down  th?  river,  is  attended  with  much 
expense  and  great  liability  to  loss  or  damage  of  the 
goods. 

Should  the  proposed  improvement  be  made,  these 
evils  would  in  a  great  degree  be  avoided.  A  safe  and 
convenient  canal  navigation  would  thus  be  formed  from 
Pittsburg  to  Portsmouth,  not  liable  to  be  interrupted 
for  any  considerable  time,  except  by  ice  in  winter. 
And  below  Portsmouth  a  small  class  of  boats  can  at  all 
times  ply  with  safety. 

The  Board  entertain  the  confident  belief  that,  should 
the  proposed  communication  be  effected,  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  foreign  goods,  and  of  the  heavy  articles 
manufactured  at  Pittsburg,  which  now  descend  the 
Ohio,  would,  in  that  event,  pass  through  our  canal.from 
the  junction  of  the  proposed  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  Ca- 
nal to  Portsmouth,  particularly  when  the  Ohio  river  is 
low.  And  no  doubt  can  exist  in  relation  to  the  esta- 
blishment of  an  active  commerce  between  the  whole 
country  near  the  Ohio  Canal  and  Pittsburg.  These  new 
branches  of  commercial  intercourse  and  transportation 
cannot  fail  to  add  greatly  to  tlie  revenue,  as  well  as  to 
the  usefulness  of  the  Ohio  Canal. 

The  Board  have  ever  entertained  and  expressed  the 
opinion,  that  the  control  of  all  great  works,  in  the  exe- 
cution and  management  of  which  a  large  proportion  ot 
our  citizens  are  interested.  Should  be  under  the  control 
of  the  State,  and  not  of  individuals  or  incorporated 
companies.  The  reason  is  obvious.  The  Legislature, 
or  authorized  agent  of  the  State,  may  always  be  expect- 
ed to  consult  the  public  welfare,  in  the  most  extended 
sense  of  the  term.  A  company  can  only  be  expected 
to  consult  its  own  pecuniary  interests,  which  will  fre- 
quently clash  with  the  most  important  commercial  and 
agricultural  interests  of  the  community,  and  thus  ren- 
der the  improvement  much  less  useful  than  it  would 
be  if  under  the  control  of  the  State. 

In  relation  to  the  second  branch  of  inquiry  contained 
in  the  resolution,  to  wit:  "The  most  practicable  route, 
and  probable  expense  of  accomplisi.ing  the  object," 
the  Board  feel  no  hesitation  in  giving  it  as  their  decid- 
ed opinion  that  the  "  Mahoning  route,"  so  called,  is  the 
only  one  of  the  routes  to  which  public  attention  has 
been  directed,  on  which  a  canal  can  be  made  by  the  ex- 
penditure of  any  sum  wliich  tlie  object  in  view  can  possibly 
justify,  where  an  adequate  supply  of  water  can  at  all 
seasons  of  the  year  be  commanded.  There  is  no  doubt 
of  the  entire  practicability  of  thisrou'e.  The  character 
of  the  ground  whicli  it  occupies  is  at  lca>t  as  favorable, 
as  the  average  character  nf  that  occupied  by  the  Canals 
now  completed  in  this  State;  and  the  supply  of  wa- 
ter, both  for  the  summit  and  the  lower  levels,  is  abun- 
dant. 

In  regard  to  the  expense  of  the  proposed  work,  the 
Board  ask  leave,  respectfully,  to  refer  the  Senate  to 
the  estimates  made  and  subiiiittcd  to  the  General  As- 
sembly  in  the  report  of  the  Board  of  January  17th, 
1828, which  will  be  found  in  the  voliune  of  Canal  Docu- 
I  mcnts,  page  302.  The  prices  affixed  to  the  different 
I  items  of  work,  in  these  estimates,  are  believed  to  be 
Ihberalj  and,  so  far  as  our  experience  enables  us  to 
i  judge,  they  will  be  found  sufficient  to  cover  the  cost  of 
i  the  work.     It  will  be  seen  that  tlie  aggregate  cost  of 
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so  much  of  the  proposed  Canal  as  lies  within  the  State 
of  (lliio,  is  there  estimated  at  §764,372  98. 

In  the  i-emaiks  made  in  answer  to  ihe  first  branch  of 
inquiry  contained  in  the  resolution,  tlie  opinion  of  tiie 
Boaid  is  expressed  as  to  the  influence  of  the  proposed 
improvement  on  the  present  public  works  and  the  fi- 
nances of  the  State.  The  Board  entertain  no  doubt 
that  the  influence  of  tlie  propo-ed  canal,  when  com- 
pleted, will  add  g-re;itly  to  the  business  on  the  Ohio  Ca- 
nal, and  consequently  to  the  revenue  arising'  fiom  tolls 
collected  thereon;  and,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  tolls 
collected  on  the  proposed  canal  itself  will  be  equal  to 
the  interest  on  its  cost,  as  soon  as  commercial  business 
shall  have  adapted  iiself  to  the  new  facilities  whicli  this 
work  will  undoubtedly  offer.  Respectfully  submitted. 
By  order  of  the  Board, 
(Signed)  JOHN  JOHNSTON. 

Canal  Commissioners'  Office,  ? 

Columbus,  10th  Feb.  18o4.      5 
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Speech  of  Mr.  Binney. 
(Concluded  from  page  158.) 

The  fourth  and  kbt  general  proposition  of  the  Secre- 
tary is  that  which  as'^erts,  that,  as  the  propriety  of  re- 
moving the  deposits  was  evident,  it  was  consequently 
his  duty  to  select  the  places  of  present  deposit.  Sir, 
on  this  point  I  do  not  mean  to  ask  any  considerable  at- 
tention of  the  House;  for,  although  I  hold  the  act  of  the 
Secretary  to  be  against  the  law  of  Congress,  and  one 
from  which  the  most  critical  consequences  may  result, 
it  is  not  altogether,  as  I  learn,  without  the  countenance 
of  a  previous  Irensury  practice,  and  £  mean  not  to  press 
it  to  any  other  purpose  than  as  a  caution  to  be  adverted 


States  should  be  in  any  predicament  but  that  precisely 
in  which  the  law  has  given  its  direction  to  place  it. 

These  general  propositions  of  the  Secretary  are,  then, 
1  submit  to  this  House,  one  and  all  of  them,  unsound, 
and  without  foundation  in  law;  and  some  of  them  are 
pregnant  with  most  alarming  consequences  to  the  pub- 
lic safety  and  welfixre.  If  his  particular  reasons  are  de- 
pendent on  them,  as  they  doubtless  are,  they  fall  with 
their  foundation;  and  they  have,  moreover,  peculiar  de- 
fects of  their  own,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  details  of  more 
interest  to  which  their  consideration  will  give  rise. 

Sir,  the  Secretary  admits  that  the  public  deposits 
were  safe  in  tlie  Bank  of  the  United  States.  He  admits 
that  the  Bank  has  faithfully  performed  its  duty  to  the 
Government  in  every  stipulated  form.  He  admits  it, 
by  the  clearest  implication,  in  various  parts  of  his  report 
to  Congress,  and  places  the  order  ot  removal  upon  en- 
tirely distinct  grounds.  The  only  valid  causes  of  remov- 
al are,  then,  in  my  humble  judgment,  wanting;  and,  if 
all  the  paiticular  causes  asserted  by  the  Secretary  could 
be  sustained  in  fact  and  law,  they  would  fall  short  of  a 
justification.  They  will,  however,  be  found,  one  and 
all,  to  be  without  support. 

Sir,  the  first  and  principal  reason  for  the  order  of  the 
Secretary  is,  that  the  present  charter  of  the  bank  will 
expire  in  March,  1836;  and  that  it  is  not  to  be  renewed. 
I  do  not  mean  to  detain  the  House  with  a  commentary 
upon  the  novel  spectacle  of  a  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
instructing  Congress  upon  the  subject  of  his  constitu- 
tional opinions  in  regaid  to  the  charter  of  the  Hank,  or 
upon  what  they  will  or  will  not  think  fit  themselves  to 
do  in  regard  to  the  renewal  of  the  charter.  For  the 
purposes  of  this  inquiry,  I  grant  that  the  cliarter  is  not 
to  be  renewed.  The  question  is,  how  does  that  circum- 
stance justify  the  present  removal  ? 

The  manner  in  which  the  Secretary  developes  his 
reasoning  on  this  head  is  as  striking  as  it  is  plain  and  in- 


j   ,,„.j ^  „  ., .  .V,  „^  ..^.v..,.^^  I  tellitjible.       He  begins  by  an  averment,  that,  if  the  de- 

to  in  the  disposition  of  the  general  subject.  The  autho-  posits  should  be  left  in  the  Bank  until  the  expiration  of 
rity  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under  the  16th  the  charter,  it  may  be  doubted  whether  the  Bank  will 
section  of  the  charier,  is  not  to  remove  the  deposits,  as  have  the  ability  to  be  prompt  in  paying  them  to  the 
his  letter  supposes,  but  merely  to  order  and  direct  that 
they  shall  not  be  made  in  t!ie  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
When  the  deposit  in  that  bank  ceases  to  be  lawful  by 
the  order  of  the  Secretary,  the  general  law  takes  up  the 
subject,  and  that  law  gives  to  the  Treasurer  the  power 
which  the  Secretary  has  undertaken  to  exercise.  The 
4th  section  of  the  act  of  2d  September,  1789,  is  entirely 
explicit,  "  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to 
receive  and  keep  the  moneys  of  the  United  States,"— 
''  to  submit  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  to  the 
Comptroller,  or  either  of  them,  the  inspection  of  the 
monies  in  his  hands,"  and  to  give  bond,  with  sufficient 
sureties,  in  the  sum  of  gl50,000,  pa)'able  to  the  United 
States,  "with  condition  for  the  faithful  performance  of 
the  duties  of  his  office;  and/or  the  fidelity  of  the  persons 
to  be  by  him  employed"  Jt  is  the  Treasurer  who  is  to 
choose  the  place  of  deposit;  and  he  is  the  best  officer 
in  theory,  as  well  as  the  only  officer  by  the  law,  to  per- 
form the  act;  because  the  doctrine  of  general  conveni- 
ence and  interest  are  not  so  likely  to  reach  him.  His 
object  will  be  security,  and  his  bond  is  the  motive  for 
obtaining  it.  If  there  is  a  Treasury  practice  that  has 
displaced  the  Treasurer,  the  practice  should  be  made  to 
conform  to  the  law,  or  the  law  to  the  practice.  As  the 
case  now  stands  the  money  of  the  United  States  is  not 
deposited  where  it  is,  by  direction  and  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  law.  It  is. placed  in  the  deposit  banks  by  an 
officer  who  has  not  the  authority  so  to  place  it;  and,  in 
case  of  controversy,  it  may  possibly  be  found,  not  onlj' 
that  the  bond  of  the  Treasurer  is  of  no  avail,  but  that 
remedies  for  the  loss  or  detention  of  the  deposits,  are 
not  to  be  obtained  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  or 
in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  but  in  private  names 
and  in  State  courts,  with  all  the  contingencies  incident 


Government.  He  proceeds  to  suggest  that  the  circula- 
tion of  the  Bank,  moreover,  if  it  continues  out  till  that 
time,  will  become  a  depreciated  currency,  not  merely 
by  the  character  of  the  paper,  but  by  the  cessation  of 
the  public  guarantee,  that  the  Bank  should  be  made  to 
reduce  her  circulation,  by  reducing  her  discounts;  that 
the  removal  of  the  public  deposits  will  compel  her  to 
make  this  reduction;  and  that  the  State  bank  circula- 
tion being  pushed  out,  in  its  place,  by  means  of  these 
deposifs  made  elsewhere,  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  will  be  withdrawn,  and  a  currency /(roia- 
bly  more  uniform  be  substituted  in  its  place. 

Sir,  whatever  may  be  the  merits  of  this  plan,  there  is 
no  doubt  that  it  is  perfectly  intelligible.  It  is  an  opera- 
tion we  ax"e  acquainted  with.  AVe  knoiv  what  it  means, 
and  what  it  is  to  bring  to  pass.  But  the  question  in  this 
place  is,  what  right  had  the  Secretary  to  take  the  pub- 
lic monies  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  because 
its  charter  was  to  expire  in  March,  1836?  What  au- 
thority did  Congress  mean  to  give  him  over  the  depo- 
sits, from  the  simple  fact  of  lapse  of  time?  I  confident- 
ly assert,  none  whatever.  There  was  no  contingency 
in  the  circumstance.  It  was  matter  of  fatal  necessity. 
It  must  occur;  and  the  Secretary  could  not  be  better 
informed  that  it  had  occurred  in  1833,  than  the  Congress 
which  granted  the  charter  in  1816  were  then  informed 
that  it  would  occur.  Sir,  it  was  just  as  well  known  in 
1816  as  it  now  is,  that  the  1st  o'f  October,  1833,  was 
separated  by  two  years  and  five  months  from  the  1st  of 
March,  1836;  and  if  lapse  of  time  had  not  been  deemed 
an  inadequate  cause  for  the  removal.  Congress  wotdd 
themselves  have  ordered  the  deposits  to  be  removed  at 
the  time  they  thought  proper,  and  have  made  the  remo- 
val at  that  time  a  matter  of  positive  enactment,  and  not 


to  litigation  in  this  form.   Whatever  may  be  the  practice    of  contingency.     Now  Congress  have  not  only  not  done 
it  is  not  becoming,  sir,  that  the  Treasury  of  the  United  I  this,  but  they  have  done  the  contrary.  They  have  char- 
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tered  the  Bank  for  twenty  years;  they  have  bound  her 
to  perform  services  for  twenty  years;  and  they  luive  or- 
dered the  deposits  to  be  made  in  her  vaults,  by  neces- 
sary imphcation  for  the  whole  period,  subject  to  the 
contingent  exercise  of  the  power  of  removal.  It  is  a 
viohtion  of  the  charter,  without  reasonable  color,  fur 
the  Secretary  to  make  that  removal  upon  the  ground  of 
mere  time;  and  such  is  the  ground  his  letter  occupies, 
without  reference  to  any  contingency  whatsoever. 

The  Secretary  has  wholly  overlooked  the  provision 
in  the  charter  which  allows  two  years  to  the  Bank  for 
winding  up  its  concerns,  after  the  3d  March,  1836. 
'1  hat  provision  runs:  "And  notwithstanding  tlie  expi- 
ration of  the  term  for  which  the  said  corporation  is  crea- 
ted, it  shall  be  lawful  to  use  the  corporate  name,  style, 
and  capac'.iy,  for  the  purpose  of  suits,  for  the  final  set- 
tlement and  liquidation  of  the.  offairs  and  accounts  (f  the 
corporation,  and  for  the  sale  and  disposition  of  their  es- 
tate, real,  personal,  and  mixed;  but  not  for  any  other 
purpose,  or  in  any  other  rnanner  whatsoever,  nor  for  a 
period  exceeding  two  years  after  tlie  expiration  of  the 
said  term  of  incorporation." — Sec.  21. 

"As  the  -act  of  Congress,"  says  the  Secretary, 
"  which  created  the  corporation,  limits  its  duration  to 
the  3d  of  March,  1836,  it  became  my  duty,  as  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  in  executing"  the  trust  confided  to 
me  under  the  taw,  to  look  to  that  period  of  time  as  the 
termination  of  its  corporate  existence."  "It  was'inctim- 
bent  on  me,  in  discharging  my  official  duties,  to  act  up- 
on the  assumption  that  this  corporation  would  not  con- 
tnue  ill  ietV/g- after  the  time  above  specified."  Now, 
sir,  the  corporate  existence  is  not  so  limited  as  the  Se- 
cretary has  felt  it  incumbent  on  him  to  assume.  It  is 
to  continue  two  years  more,  for  the  very  purpose  of  ena- 
bling it  to  do  that  which  the  Secretary  says  shall  be 
done  before.  Tiiere  is  no  one  operation  which  he 
wishes  to  compel  the  Bank  now  to  perform,  that  she 
cannot  most  appropriately  perform  in  the  additional 
two  years.  She  may  di.nfiinish  or  reduce  ht-r  discounts 
in  any  ratio  she  deems  fit,  five  percent,  or  ten  per  cent. 
a  month,  or  more  or  less,  asciicumsiances  may  require. 
She  may  possibly  bring  in  her  circulation,  in  the  s^me 
proportion,  though  that  depends  on  the  pleasure  of  the 
holder.  She  miy  do  every  thing  she  now  does,  but  ex- 
pand herself  after  having  closed  or  liquidated  a  trans- 
action. She  cannot  make  a  new  loan,  but  she  may  con- 
tinue in  force  the  existing  contracts,  or  settle  and  liqui- 
date them  as  she  may  deem  expedient:  Sir,  not  only 
has  the  bank  the  right  to  keep  out  her  circulation,  and 
to  keep  up  her  discounts  during  the  whole  term  of  the 
charter,  which  right  she  has  purchased  and  paid  for, 
but  it  is  her  duty  to  do  it,  unless  she  is  disabled  by  the 
act  of  the  Secretary.  It  was  her  promise  in  accepting 
the  charter.  Her  duly  to  trade  is  to  assist  it;  to  her 
stockholders,  it  is  to  make  an  interest  upon  their  capital; 
and,  above  all,  her  duty  to  the  nation  is  to  keep  within 
the  limits  of  safely,  by  due  control  and  regulation,  the 
very  State  bank  paper  which  the  Secretary  desires  to 
augment.  For  these  duties,  in  addition  to  the  greater 
design  of  securing  and  distributing  the  public  revenue, 
the  Bank  was  created,  and  is  bound  to  their  performance 
as  long  as  she  can  perform  them  with  safety  to  herself 
and  to  the  country. 

Sir,  the  project  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as- 
.  tonishes  me — it  has  astonished  the  country.  It  is  here 
that  we  find  a  pregnant  source  of  the  present  agony — it 
is  in  the  clearly  avowed  design  to  bring  a  second  time 
upon  this  land  the  curse  of  an  unregulated,  uncontrolled, 
Scatebank  paper  currency .  We  are  again  to  see  the 
drama  which  already,  in  the  course  of  the  present  cen- 
tury, has  passed  before  us,  and  closed  in  ruin.  If  the 
project  shall  be  successful,  we  are  again  to  see  these 
paper  missiles  shooting  in  every  direction  through  the 
country — a  derangement  of  all  values — a  depreciated 
circulation— a  suspension  of  specie  payments;  thc;i  a 
further  exten-ion  of  the  same  detestable  paper — a  still 
greater  depreciation — with  failures  of  traders,  and  fail- 


ures of  banks,  in  its  train— to  arrive,  at  last,  at  the  same 
point  from  which  we  departed  in  IBIT".  Suffer  me  to 
recall  to  the  recollection  of  the  House  a  few  of  the  more 
striking  events  of  that  day.  The  first  bank  of  the  United 
States  expired  in  March,  1811.  Between  the  1st  of 
January,  1811,  and  the  close  of  the  year  1814,  more 
than  one  hundred  new  banks  were  established,  to  supply 
this  more  uniform  and  better  currency.  For  ten  millions 
of  capital  called  in  by  that  Bank,  twenty  millions  of 
capital,  so  called,  were  invested  in  these.  In  the  place 
of  five  and  a  half  millions,  about  the  amount  of  circula- 
tion in  notes  of  that  bank  withdrawn,  twenty-two  mil- 
lions were  pushed  out.  Then  came  a  suspension  of  spe- 
cie payments,  in  August  and  September,  1814.  Asan 
immediate  consequence  of  this  suspension,  the  circula- 
tion of  the  country,  in  the  course  of  fifteen  months,  in- 
creased fiftv  per  cent,  or  from  forty  five  to  sixty-eight 
millions  of  dollars;  and  the  fruit  of  this  more  uniform 
currency  was  the  f.dhire  of  innumerable  traders,  me- 
chanics, and  even  farmers;  of  one  hundred  and  s  xty-five 
bat-.ks,  with  capitals  amounting  to  thirty  millions  of  dol- 
lars; and  a  loss  to  the  United  States  alone,  in  the  nego- 
tiation of  her  loans,  and  in  the  receipt  of  b.ankrupt  pa- 
per, to  an  amount  exceechng  four  millions  of  dollars.  I 
take  this  summary  from  the  treatise  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  on 
the  Currency  and  Banking  System  of  the  United  States, 
one  of  the  most  valuable  contributions  that  great  sagaci- 
ty and  an  enlightened  spirit  of  research  have  made  to  the 
political  literature  of  this  country,  and  which  it  is  one 
of  the  sins  ol  the  present  Bank  that  she  has  endeavored 
to  diffuse  among  the  people.  This  m.ay  en.able  us  to 
apprehend  what  was  lost,  in  the  item  of  properly  alone, 
by  this  belter  currency.  What  it  cost  us  in  reputation, 
it  is  impossible  to  estimate.  Does  Kentucky  wish  to 
see  the  return  of  those  days?  Does  Pennsylvania  wish 
it?  Does  any  man  wish  it,  who  has  property,  or  the 
desire  to  possess  it,  and  reason  to  discern  the  causes  of 
its  decay  and  destruction?  I  thank  the  Secreiary  for  the 
disclosure  of  this  plan.  I  trust  in  God  it  will  be  defeat- 
ed; that  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  while  it  is  in  ex- 
istence, may  be  sustained  and  strengthened  by  the  pub- 
lic opinion  and  interests  of  the  people  to  defeat  ii;  that 
the  sound  and  sober  State  banks  of  the  Union  may  re- 
sist it,  for  it  is  their  cause;  that  the  po;)r  men  and  labor- 
ers in  the  land  may  resist  it,  for  it  is  a  scheme  to  get 
from  every  one  of  them  a  dollar's  worth  of  labor  for  fifty 
cents,  and  to  make  fraud  the  currency  of  the  country  as 
much  as  paper.  Sir,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  in 
any  other  relation  than  to  the  currency  and  property  of 
the  country,  is  as  little  to  me  as  to  any  man  under  hea- 
ven; but  after  the  prime  and  vigor  of  life  are  passed, 
and  the  power  of  accumulation  is  gone,  to  see  the  chil- 
dren stripped,  by  the  monstrous  imposture  of  a  paper 
currency,  of  all  that  the  father's  industry  had  provided 
for  them— this,  sir,  may  well  excuse  the  warmth  that 
denounces  this  plan  as  the  precursor  of  universal  dismay 
and  ruin. 

I  have  said,  sir,  that  it  is  the  cause  of  the  sound  arid 
sober  State  banks  that  I  am  defending.  When  the  evils 
of  such  a  currency  prevail,  the  people  do  not  discrimi- 
mte.  A  bank  note  is  a  bank  note.  Fe.ar  gives  them 
all  the  s»me  look  to  the  apprehensive.  If  a  few  banks 
suspend  their  specie  payments,  many  will  doit;  all  must 
doit,  unless  they  see  the  storm  in  its  approach,  and  close 
their  doors  until  its  fury  be  spent.  The  Bank  of  the 
United  States  herself  may  well  look  for  that  day,  if  it 
comes  in  her  time,  with  fear.  Let  her  not  be  weakened 
before  the  hour  of  her  trial.  I  should  regard  that  man, 
I  sir,  as  one  of  the  greatest  benefactorsof  his  country,  who 
would  devise,  for  the  use  of  this  people,  some  control 
over  the  paper  currency  of  the  State  banks,  and  relieve 
us  from  the  perpetual  recurrence  of  constitutional  doubts 
.and  party  contention,  to  which  the  career  of  a  Bank  of 
the  United  States  seems  necessarily  exposed.  Control 
of  some  kind  is  cs-.ential— it  is  indispensable;  there  qan 
be  no  property,  or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  no  security 
6r  uniformity  to  its  value,  without  it.  Let  us  have  a  re- 
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spite  fiom  the  evil  while  the  law  can  give  it  to  us.  Let 
us  not  be  turned  off  before  the  warrant  of  execution 
calls  for  it.  Let  two  j'ears  more  be  given  to  sober  re- 
flection by  Ihe  people,  that  there  may  be  a  lucus  peuiten- 
Use  allowed  to  those  who  are  now  proposing  this  plan, 
without  suggesting  tlie  means  of  control,  or  appearing 
to  think  that  they  are  necessary. 

But,  sir,  the  Secretary  says  thit  the  deposits  will  not 
be  promptly  paid,  if  tliey  are  left  in  the  Bank  until  the 
charter  expires,  and  it  is  bis  duty,  therefore,  not  to  leave 
them  there.  What  is  il  that  it  is  apprehended  will  cause 
this  default .'  Docs  the  Secretary  suppose  that  private 
deposits  will  continue  in  the  Bank  to  the  same  time,  and, 
by  their  dem:,nds,  interfere  with  the  payments  to  the 
public?  If  individual  deposits  do  not  remain,  all  will  be 
admitted  to  be  well.  The'public  deposits  will  be  paid 
then,  as  they  are  now  paid,  promptly.  If  the  private 
deposits  do  reii  ain,  and  the  bank  notes  continue  in  cir- 
culation to  their  old  amount,  then,  sir,  let  the  Treasury, 
for  once,  trust  to  the  instinct  of  self-interest  in  the  peo- 
ple, and  believe  that  what  all  concur  in  doing  for  them- 
selves, when  they  have  the  readiest  means  of  doing  oth- 
erwise, if  they  please,  cannot  be  very  dangerous  to  the 
public.  Sound  reasoning  and  experience  alike  expose 
this  Treasury  apprehension.  A  bank  having  the  resour- 
ces that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is  admitted  to 
have,  when  she  arrives  at  the  term  of  her  charter,  in- 
creases, from  that  moment,  in  strength;  because  her  ca- 
pital is  then  to  be  returned  to  her,  and  her  debtors  have 
been  previously  admonished  that  they  mu.st  then  be  pre- 
pared to  return  it  to  her.  Other  banks  may  then  assist 
by  their  expansion, the  liquidation  of  herdebts,  and  they 
may  do  it  safely,  to  a  considerable  extent,  as  she  cannot 
have,  or,  if  she  ha.s,  she  cannot  exercise,  a  power  to  dis. 
tress  them  by  her  demands,  without  combining  a  vast 
force  of  public  opinion  against  her,  that  will  effectually 
resist  her.  To  ask  of  the  State  banks  what  it  must  dis- 
tress them  to  give,  and  what  is  not  necessary  to  the 
United  States  Bank  for  operations  then  discontinued, 
would  be  as  idle  in  her  as  the  apprehension  of  it  is  in 
others.  It  cannot  occur.  There  must  be  a  reasonable 
arrangement  between  the  United  States  Bank  and  all 
the  State  banks  who  assist  in  absorbing  her  loans,  to 
prevent  or  to  mitigate  the  distress  tiiat  the  withdrawing 
of  a  L.rge  capital  wouldotlierwise  occasion.  This  there- 
fore, is  the  moment  when  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
will  have  the  greatest  power  for  her  own  protection, 
without  having  it  for  the  annoyance  of  the  State  banks; 
and,  unless  there  is  a  general  crash  which  shall  make 
deposits  unsafe  every  wliere,  they  will^be  as  safe  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  as  they  can  be  any  where. 

Sir,  this  is  the  result  ef  experience,  derived  from  an 
operation  which  the  Secretary  of  the  'I'reasury  has 
strangely  overlooked. 

The  honorable  member  from  Tennessee,  in  the  course 
of  his  argument,  made  one  remark,  which,  not  being  at 
all  necessary  in  the  consideration  of  the  present  ques- 
tion, I  may  be  excused  for  saying,  was  a  remark  which 
I  regretted.  1  he  gentleman  took  occasion  to  say,  th.at 
the  first  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  charged  with 
havir.g  been  given  over  to  political  abuses  and  to  the 
■aid  of  the  ari-stocracy,  in  opposition  to  the  Government 
of  Ihe  country;  and  that,  in  this  respect,  the  present 
Bank  had  followed  in  her  steps. 

Sir,  I  owe  a  debt  to  the  directors  of  that  first  Bank 
■which  it  would  ill  become  me  not  to  endeavor  to  dis- 
charge, in  part,  on  such  an  occasion  as  this.  I  am  indebt- 
ed to  those  gentlemen  for  having  first  held  out  their 
hand  to  me  in  the  path  of  my  profession.  With  such  of 
them  as  have  passed  away,  I  lived  in  unbroken  friend- 
ship and  affection  till  their  death,  and  the  few  who  re- 
main arc  equally  worthy  of  the  sentiment.  I  should 
feel  it  to  be  an  abandonment  of  my  duty  if  I  did  not  de- 
ny-the  imputation  whicli  has  been  cast  upon  them,  not 
by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  but  by  those  whom 
lie  quotes.  I  was  a  director  of  that  Bank  during  the 
last  years  of  her  charter,  when  I  was  too  young  to  gov- 


ern her  councils,  thougli  not  to  understand  them;  and, 
as  one  of  those  directors,  I  have  assisted  in  liquidating 
her  concerns.  Sir,  the  directors  of  the  parent  Bank  (I 
know  nothing  of  the  branches,)  were  a  body  of  as  hon- 
orable men,  as  impartial,  and  as  faithful  to  their  trust,  as 
any  men  that  ever  lived.  '1  here  was  not  a  politician  at 
their  board,  nora  man  who  g;ive  up  himself  to  any  thing 
but  the  performance  of  duty  to  his  trust.  At  their  head 
was  a  gallant  soldier,  who,  during  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution, was  a  prisoner  to  tlie  enemies  of  his  country,  and 
who,  a  few  years  since,  descended  to  his  grave,  esteem- 
ed and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him,  most  of  all  for 
his  rectitude  as  well  as  fearlessness  of  purpose,  in  the 
execution  of  every  trust  he  undertook.  Sir,  1  know  the 
Bank  was  charged  as  the  gentleman  states,  but  the 
charges  were  unjust  and  untrue.  From  whom  or  why 
she  received  the  bad  name  for  which  she  was  hunted 
down,  it  does  nut  concern  the  present  question  to  in- 
quire. 

It  is  the  history  of  the  liquidation  of  this  bank  that  the 
Secretary  has  overlooked,  and  it  is  the  most  triumphant 
answer  to  his  doctrine  of  default  and  depreciation.  Her 
charter  expired  on  the  3d  March,  1811,  when  her  cor- 
porate existence  ceased  at  once  and  forever. 

On  the  1st  Jan.  1811,  her  situation  was  as  follows: 
The  amount  of  her  notes  diicounttd  and 

loans  was  $17,759,001 

Public  deposits  $6,474,402 

Private  deposits  3,855,402 

Notes  in  circulation  6,070,153 

Specie  5,317,885 

On  the  1st  March,  1811,  it  was  as  follows: 
The  amount  of  discounts  and  loans,  $14,587,134 

Public  deposits,  $2,874,833 

Private  deposits,  3,583,596 

Notes  in  circulation,  6,552,075 

Specie,  4,835,702 

On  the  1st  September,  1811,  it  was  as  follows: 
The  aiTiount  of  discounts  and  loans,  g7,152,786 

Public  deposits,  $    3:2,349 

Private  deposits,  448,112 

Notes  in  circulation,  2,963,209 

Specie,  4,500,527 


And  on  the  1st  March,  1812,  it  was  as  follows: 
The  amount  of  discounts  and  loans,  $3,792,975 

Public  deposits  $       81,517 

Private  deposits,  223,442 

Notes  in  circulation,  1,070,479 

Specie,  6,116,776 

Thus  from  the  1st  March,  1811,  two  days  before  the 
charter  expired,  to  the  1st  September,  1811,  the  Bank 
paid,  as  the  above  statements  show- 
Public  deposits,  $2,552,484 
Private  deposits,  3,135,484 
Banknotes,  3,589,566 

$9,277,534 

And  her  specie  fell  only  $335,175. 

From  the  1st  March,   1811,  to  the  1st  March,  1812, 
she  paid — 

Public  deposits,  ^*2,793,3I6 

Private  deposits,  3,360,154 

Bank  notes,  5,482,416 

gl  1,635, 886 

And  her  specie  increased  from  $4,116,776  to  $6, 116,796 
being  an  increase  of  $1,281,074. 

Comparing  her  capital  with  that  of  the  present  Bank, 
which  is   three  and  a  half  times  greater,  the  present 
Bank  might  stand  with  equal  safety  on  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, 1836,  with  the  following  discounts  and  liabilities: 
Notes  and  domestic  bills,  $62,156,503 

Ndtesin  circulation,  21,245,530 

Public  deposits,  22,660,407 

Private  deposits,  13,493,907 
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Whereas,  on  the  1st  of  October,  1833,  the  discounts 
and  liabilities  of  the  present  bank   were  as  follows. 
Notes  and  domestic  bills,  $60,094,202 

Notes  in  circulation,  19,128,189 


Public  deposiis. 
Private  deposits, 


9,868,434 
8,008,862 


In  one  particular,  and  only  in  one,  was  the  provision 
of  the  first  Bank  better,  for  the  day  of  trial,  than  thai 
of  the  present  bank.  Her  specie,  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1811,  was  ^5,317,585,  being'  more  than  equul  to  one- 
half  of  her  capital;  while  that  of  the  present  Bank,  on 
the  1st  of  October,  1833,  was  ^10,663.441 — a  little  more 
than  two-sevenths  of  her  capital.  The  specie  of  the 
first  Bank  had  been  greatly  augmented  by  importations 
under  the  royal  orders  from  the  Spanish  colonies,  which 
the  embargo  and  other  restrictions  hild  prevented  from 
going  abroad;  but  it  was  increased,  instead  of  being 
diminished,  by  the  liquidation  ot  her  concerns.  So  much, 
sir,  for  the  probability  of  default  in  paying  the  public 
deposits.  As  to  depreciation  of  her  notes,  which  the 
Secretary  also  apprehends — if  the  notes  are  to  depre- 
ciate because  they  will  be  paid  on  presentation,  because 
the  quantity  in  circulation  will  be  daily  diminished,  be- 
cause the  residue  outstanding  will  be  of  increased  value 
as  exchange,  and  because,  unless  Congress  shall  pass  a 
law  to  the  contrary,  the  public  guarantee  will  continue, 
then,  but  not  otherwise,  the  Secretary's  fears  may  prove 
true.  Sir,  the  Secretary  has  erred,  even  as  to  tlie  mat 
ter  of  the  guarantee.  The  letter  of  the  Secretary  says 
that  "  this  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
will  cease  on  the  3d  of  March,  1836,  when  the  charter 
expires;  and  as  soon  as  this  happens,  all  the  outstand- 
ing notes  will  lose  the  peculiar  value  they  now  possess." 
The  fourteenth  section  of  the  charter  says  otherwise. 
It  says  "  that  the  bills  or  notes  of  the  said  corporation 
originally  made  payable,  or  which  shall  have  become 
payable  on  demand,  shall  be  receivable  in  all  payments 
to  the  United  States,  unless  otherwise  directed  by  an 
act  of  Congress."  They  will  be  notes  of  the  said  cor- 
poration as  much  after  the  charter  expires  as  they  now 
are. 

But,  sir,  this  apprehension  of  the  non-payment  of  the 
public  deposits,  if  left  in  the  Bank  until  March,  1836, 
will  ai)pear,  from  another  paper  presented  by  the  same 
Department  to  this  House,  to  have  been  changed  into  an 
apprehension  that,  at  that  time,  there  would  be  no  de- 
posits any  where  to  be  paid.  "  Judgins;  from  the  past," 
the  Secretary's  letter  says,  "  it  is  highly  prolsable  they 
will  always  amount  to  several  millions."  But  a  refer- 
ence to  the  past,  only,  is  not  the  best  way  of  ascertain- 
ing what,  under  our  altered  revenue  system,  will  be  its 
amount.  Accordingly,  in  his  annual  report  on  the  state 
of  the  finances,  made  in  the  last  month,  the  Secretary 
judges  otherwise  than  by  a  reference  to  the  past.  I  ask 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  few,  extracts  from  this 
report. 

The  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  31st  of  Decem- 
ber, 1834,  is  estimated  to  be  g2,981,796  05. 

The  Secretary  after  the  statement  which  he  deems 
necessary  to  justify  the  result,  proceeds  to  say: 

"  In  this  view  of  the  receipts  of  1834,  the  income  of 
the  year  will  about  equal  the  estimated  expenditure; 
and,  with  the  aid  of  the  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the 
1st  of  January  next,  it  will  be  sufficient  for  all  the  wants 
of  the  Government,  including  the  amount  necessary  to 
pay  off  the  residue  of  the  national  debt." 

He  further  says:  "If  the  entire  amount  of  appropria- 
tions proposed  in  the  estimates  for  1834  were  also  to  be 
required  within  the  year,  there  would  not  be  money 
enough  in  the  Treasury  to  meet  them,  after  .satisfying 
the  balances  above  stated,  and  paying  ofl'  the  public 
debt." 

He  says  further:  "  In  estimating  the  balance  in  the 
Treasury  at  the  close  of  1834,  I  have  therefore  assumed 
that  a  portion  of  the  estimates  of  expenditures  herewith 
submitted  will  not  be  used  durinjf  the  year;  and  that 


balances  of  appropriations,  equal  to  the  amount  at  the 
close  of  the  present  year,  will,  in  like  manner,  remain 
in  the  Treasury  at  the  end  of  the  year  1834,  and  go  into 
the  ex])enses  of  the  succeeding  year;  and  it  is  not  ne- 
cessary to  raise  money  for  the  public  use  sooner  than  it 
will  probably  be  needed.  But  the  balance  stated  at  the 
end  of  1834  is  not  to  be  considered  as  a  clear  surplus. 
It  will  still  be  chargeable  with  the  amount  of  appropria- 
tions estimated  to  remain  unexpended  at  that  time. 

"  From  this  state  of  the  finances,  and  of  the  proposed 
appropriations,  it  is  evident  that  a  reduction  of  tlie  re- 
venue cannot,  at  this  time,  be  made  without  injury  to 
the  public  service.  Under  the  act  of  the  last  session, 
the  receipts  of  1835  will  be  less  than  those  of  1834,  as  a 
further  reduction  in  the  rate  of  duties  will  take  effect  on 
the  1st  of  January,  1835;  and  if  the  appropriations 
should  be  kept  up  to  the  amount  authorized  for  the  present 
year,  the  charge  upon  the  Treasury  in  1 835  would  be 
more  than  it  could  probably  meet.  But  the  debt  will  then 
have  been  entirely  paid ;  and,  if  a  guarded  rule  of  appro- 
priation is  at  once  commenced,  there  will  be  no  diffiiculty 
in  bringing  down  the  expenditure,  without  injury  to  the 
public  service. 

"  If  the  revenue  is  not  to  be  reduced  more  than  the 
existing  laws  provide  for,  there  seems  to  be  no  sufficient 
reason  to  open,  at  this  time,  the  vexed  question  of  the 
tariflf".  The  manner  in  which  duties  are  now  apportioned 
on  different  articles  would  be  liable  to  insuperable  ob- 
jections, if  it  were  to  be  considered  as  a  settled  and  per- 
manent system.  But  the  law  is  temporary  on  the  face 
of  it,  and  was  intended  as  a  compromise  between  con- 
flicting interests;  and,  unless  the  revenue  to  arise  under 
it  should  hereafter  be  more  firoductive  thanis  anticipated, 
it  will  be  necessary,  in  two  years  from  this  time,  to  impose 
duties  on  articles  that  are  now  free,  in  order  to  meet  the 
current  expenses  of  the  Government." 

The  existence  of  the  several  millions  in  the  Treasury 
in  March,  1836,  is  therefore  to  depend  on  the  future  ac- 
tion of  Congress  upon  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means;  and  if  the  existence  of  any  public 
money  in  any  brink  at  that  time  is  to  depend  on  the  fu- 
ture action  of  Congress,  how  could  that  constitute  a 
motive  for  removing  the  deposits  in  October,  1833? 

'Ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  presents  another  rea- 
sons for  withdrawing  the  deposits  on  the  1st  of  October 
which  is  very  remark.able.  If  I  understand  the  Secre- 
tary, he  makes  the  removalin  October  a  consequence  of 
the  reductions  by  the  Bank  in  August  and  September. 
The  remarkable  feature  of  this  reason  is,  that  the  very 
effect  he  intended  to  produce  by  the  removal,  and  which 
if  the  Bank  did  reduce,  was  produced  by  the  known  in- 
tention of  removal,  is  preferred  as  the  ground  of  com- 
plaint  against  the  B:ink,  and  as  the  jusiification  of  the 
removal.  He  complains  of  the  Bank,  because  she  acted 
as  if  she  meant  to  carry  her  design  into  effect;  and  he 
removes  the  deposUs  because  the  Bank  took  measures 
to  prevent  the  removal  from  distressing  her.  The 
amount  of  reductions  in  August  and  September,  as  the 
Secretary  states  them,  was  §4,066,146,  or  §2,000,000 
per  month;  and,  as  her  discounts  and  bills  in  August 
were  §64,000,000,  there  is  a  simple  rule  in  arithmetic 
by  which  we  may  ascertain  the  monthly  reduction  ne- 
cessary to  effect  the  Secretary's  object  during  the  thiity- 
one  months  of  the  charter  which  then  remained.  It  is 
clear,  sir,  that  the  monthly  reduction  must  be  more  than 
two  millions;  and  now  that  the  deposits  are  removed, 
and  we  are  in  the  month  of  .January,  when  the  loans  and 
bills  stand  at  about  §55,000,000,  the  monthly  reductions 
of  the  Bank  for  the  twenty-six  rem.aining  months  of  the 
charter  must  be  more  than  §2,000,000,  or  the  object 
which  the  Secretary  meant  to  effect  will  not  be  accom- 
plished. It  is  remarkable  that  the  apparent  coincidence 
of  the  Bank  with  the  design  of  the  Secretary  should  be 
a  ground  of  complaint  against  the  Bank. 

The  Secretary  .says,  and  gentlemen  concur  with  him 
in  saying,  that  the  Bank  have  reduced  too  rapidly. 
Suppose  it  to  be  so;  did  the  Secretary  inform  the  Bank 
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what  amount  of  reduction  he  thought  sufficient?  Did 
he  tell  of  the  amounts  to  be  from  time  to  time  removed, 
and  the  places  at  which  they  would  be  required?  No. 
He  says  that  "  the  nature  of  the  inquiry  at  the  fourprin- 
cipal  banks,"  (of  which  the  Bank  knew  nothing,) 
"showed  that  the  immediate  withdrawal, so  as  to  distress 
the  Bank,  was  not  contemplated;  and  that  if  any  appre- 
hensions to  the  contrary  were  felt  by  the  Bank,  an  in- 
quiry at  the  Department  would  no  doubt  have  been 
promptly  and  satisfactorily  answered."  What,  sir, 
was  the  Bank  to  come  to  the  Treasury  Department  to 
ask  for  the  suspension  of  a  demand,  which  she  was  bound 
to  be  in  readiness  to  pay  whenever  made?  Is  this  to  be 
said  while  the  sound  of  the  honorable  member's  voice, 
upon  the  subject  of  the  three  per  cents,  is  still  in  our 
ears?  While  this  House  has  in  its  fresh  recollection  the 
charge  against  the  Bank,  that  she  asked  in  March  a  sus- 
pension of  the  discharge  of  half  the  three  percents.from 
July  to  October,  1832,  "because  the  Bank  was  not  able 
to  pay  them?"  No,  sirj  that  was  sufficient  warning  to 
Mr.  Biddle  not  to  approach  the  Department  upon  the 
subject,  even  had  he  been  invited;  and,  if  he  had  ap- 
proached it,  under  any  circumstances,  we  should  have 
heard  again  the  same  changes  rung  upon  the  inability  to 
pay  the  deposits  that  we  have  heard  in  regard  to  the 
three  per  cents.  The  master  of  the  removal  was  in  the 
Treasury.  The  time  and  proportions  depended  upon 
him,a'nd,if  his  concern  for  the  country  was  excited, if  the 
reductions  of  the  Bank  were  too  rapid  according  to  the 
Treasury  views,  the  remedy  was  in  the  power  of  the 
Treasury,  and  should  have  been  applied. 

Sir,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  acted  wisely  and 
warily  in  August  and  September.  Although  the  remov- 
al of  the  deposits  did  not  take  place  until  the  1st  of  Oc- 
tober, the  intention  to  remove  was  fully  known  in  July. 
The  agency  to  negotiate  with  the  State  banks  was  an- 
nounced in  the  Globe  on  the  25th  of  July;  and,  what- 
ever the  public  might  think,  it  was  not  for  the  Bank  to 
act  in  any  other  faith  than  that  the  purpose  would  be 
immediately  and  relentlessly  executed.  It  was  the  clear 
duty  of  the  Board  to  prepare  itself  without  a  moment's 
delay.The  position  of  the  Bank  was  every, where  known 
to  the  Treasury  Department  by  the  weekly  statements. 
Her  widely  dispersed  branches  were  to  be  strengthened 
wherever  they  required  it.  Her  circulation  was  large, 
and  she  was  in  the  practice  of  assisting  it  by  an  almost 
universal  payment  at  all  points,  without  regard  to  the 
tenor  of  the  notes.  The  House  may  judge  of  the  ex- 
tent of  accommodation  which  the  Bank  was  in  the  prac- 
tice of  giving,  by  the  thirty-nine  millions  of  these  notes 
paid,  out  of  place,  in  the  year  1832.  They  may  know 
it  further  by  the  fact,  that,  of  these  branch' notes, 
$1,540,000  were  paid  at  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
in  Philadelphia,  during  the  very  months  of  August  and 
September,  1833.  This  circulation  was  to  be  sustain- 
ed and  increased,  to  be  still  more  facilitated,  as  it  since 
has  been,  to  keep  the  people  and  the  Bank  from  feel- 
ing the  consequences  of  the  measure.  All  this  requir- 
ed that  the  Bank  should  not  sleep  upon  her  post.  The 
least  dishonor  suffered  by  that  Bank  would  have  pro- 
duced universal  disorder  in  the  country. 

I  understand  the  honorable  member  from  Tennessee 
to  say,  that  the  reductions  by  the  Bank,  in  August  and 
September  last,  were  greater  than  they  ever  had  been 
in  any  other  two  months  since  her  institution.  I  join 
issue  upon  this  allegation.  They  have  been  greater  in 
other  months,  and  they  vi^ere  greater  in  the  very  same 
months  of  the  preceding  year. 
In  August  and   September,    1833,    the 

amount  reduced  was  $4,066,146 

In  August  and  September,  1832,  it  was  4,315,678 

being  the  difference  between  $68,008,988,  the  dis- 
counts and  domestic  bills  in  August,  1832,  and  g63,- 
693,310,  their  amount  in  October;  and  yet  there  was  no 
alarm  whatever  in  1833.  There  was  moreover,  a  grea- 
ter reduction,  by  a  million  and  a  half,  from  July  to  Oc- 
tober, 1832,  than  there  was  between  the  same  months 


in  the  present  year,  and  without  any  distress  or  alarm. 
The  discounts  and   bills  in  July,   1833, 

were  $63,369,897 

The  discounts  and  bills  in  October,  1833, 

were  60,094,202 


Reduction, 


The  amount  in  July,  1832,  was 
The  amount  in  October,  1832, 


3,275,695 


68,416,081 
63,693,310 


Reduction,  g4,722,77I 

There  was  a  greater  State  bank  debt  in  October, 
1832,  than  in  the  same  month,  1833,  and  yet  there  was 
no  alarm.  In  October,  1833,  it  was  $2,285,573,  and  in 
j  October,  1832,  it^was  g2,820,114.  The  reason  of  the 
I  difference  may  possibly  show  to  the  gentlemen  that 
I  mere  reduction  is  an  insufficient  element  for  determin- 
j  ing  the  pressure  in  the  market.  In  Oct.  1832,  the  pay- 
ment of  the  3  per  cents  was  to  restore  to  the  community 
a  portion  of  the  sums  called  in  by  the  Bank.  In  Oc- 
I  tober,  1833,  the  deposits  were  to  go  where  individuals 
1  must  have  a  less  beneficial  use  of  them,  and  where  they 
could  have  no  use  of  them,  except  as  the  State  banks 
should  choose  to  lend  upon  them. 

Nor  did  the  whole  reduction,  from  October  to  De- 
cember, 1833,  cause  the  existing  distress.  It  is  well, 
sir,  to  present  these  details,  that  the  House  may  reflect 
upon  them,  and  learn  how  far  the  Secretary  is  respon- 
sible for  the  condition  of  the  country.  The  Bank  paid 
out,  in  the  two  months  of  October  and  December, 
g246,766  more  than  she  received  from  the  community. 

Receipts. 
In  October,  1833,   her  dis- 


counts and  bills  were 
In  December  they  were 


$60,094,202 
54,453,104 


In  October  the  pub- 
lic deposits  were  9,868.434 

In  December    they 

were  5,162,259 


Payments. 


5,641,098 


In  October  the  pri- 
vate deposits  were  8,008,862 


4,706,175 


In  December  they 


6,827,173 


5,887,864 


Excess  of  payments  over  receipts,  g246,766 

Nor  was   the  reduction  by  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  month  of  December,  the  cause  of  the  dis- 
tress. 
In  December,  1833,  the  discounts  and  bills 

were  §54,453,104 

In  Jantiary,  1834,  they  are  54,911,461 

Showing  an  actual  increase  of  ^458,357 

Yet,  in  that  month,  the  public  and  private  deposits 
were  paid  to  the  extent  of$l, 024,058.  Yes,  sir,  in  this 
very  month,  when  it  has  been  said  that  the  Bank  bad 
grasped  the  debtor's  throat,  to  compel  an  outcry  to 
Congress  for  the  return  of  the  deposits,  the  Bank  ex- 
tended her  loans  nearly  half  a  milhon  of  dollars,  while 
she  paid  more  than  a  million  of  her  deposits. 

Nor  was  the  entire  reduction  in  the  four  commercial 
cities,  from  October,  1833,  to  January,  1834,  the  cause 
of  the  prevailing  distress. 

In  October,  1833,  the  loans  and  bills  in  those  places 
were  as  follows: 

Philadelphia,  .  .  ^^7, 156,487 

New  York,  .  .  .         6,180,883 

Boston,  .  .  .  3,965,283 

Baltimore,  .  .  .         2,033,318 

«19,335,971 
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In  January,  1834,  they  are  as  follows: 

Philadelphia,            .                 .                 .  ^7,979,233 

New  York,        ,                  ,                  .  5,970,055 

Boston,                      .                .                 .  2,316,034 

Baltimore,         .                ,                 .  1,954,045 

$18,219,367 

Making  gl, 116,604  reduction  in  the  four  cities  du- 
ring the  three  preceding  months. 

The  cause  of  the  alarm  and  general  paralysis  are  not 
to  be  found,  then,  in  the  conduct  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  They  are  to  be  sought  for  and  found  in 
the  removal  of  the  deposits;  in  the  universal  derange- 
ment of  the  money  system  of  the  country  by  that  means; 
in  the  just  refusal  of  the  United  States'  Bank  to  extend 
herself  to  her  own  undoing,  or  to  keep  herself  unpre- 
pared for  the  coming  storm,  by  remaining  as  extended 
as  she  was;  in  the  inability  of  the  Stale  banks  to  use  the 
deposits  as  beneficially  as  they  were  used  before;  and 
in  the  refusal  of  capitalists  to  lend  their  money  and  ad- 
venture their  property  in  the  face  ol  a  project  to  over- 
whelm the  country  with  an  uncontrollable  State  bank 
paper  currency. 

What,  sir,  does  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  expect 
of  the  Bank?  What  measure  of  justice  does  he  render 
to  her?  He  says,  the  design  of  removing  the  deposits 
was  to  compel  reduction,  and  he  censures  her  because 
she  reduces.  He  complains  that  she  increased  her  dis- 
counts and  domestic  bills,  from  December,  1832,  to 
August,  1833,  more  than  two  millions  and  a  half,  when 
this  was  the  very  season  in  which  trade  requires  the  in- 
crease, and  it  was  wholly  in  the  purchase  of  domestic 
bills.  He  complains  that  she  reduced  her  discounts,  in 
August  and  September,  1833,  four  millions  of  dollars, 
when  this  is  the  very  season  of  payment,  when  trade 
does  not  require  the  means,  ind  three  millions  of  the 
amount  was  by  the  payment  of  domestic  bills  which  had 
arrived  at  maturity.  He  complains  of  the  increase  of 
loans  in  December,  1830,  when  they  wereg42,402,304; 
and  he  complains  of  reductions  in  August,  1833,  when 
they  were  twenty-two  millions  more,  viz:  ^64,160,349. 
He  complains  of  reductions  in  1833,  when, in  the  whole, 
from  June  to  December,  they  have  been  but  §610,508 
more  than  they  were  in  1 832;  and  the  Bank  has  had  also 
to  pay  the  public  deposits.* 

*  The  statements  which  verify  these  positions  may 
be  more  intelligibly  placed  in  a  note  than  in  the  body  of 
the  argument,  as  they  were  stated  to  the  House. 

1.  '1  he  variations  in  the  increase  and  diminution  of 
discounts  and  domestic  bills  through  the  years  1832 
and  1833,  are  shown  by  the  following  statement: 

Domestic  bills.  Discounts.  Total. 

January,  1832,  gl6,691,129  49,602,577  65,293,707 

Jun2,                     22,850,769  46,712,040  69,562,809 

December,            16,647,507  44,924,118  61,571,625 

January,  1833,      13,069,043     43,626,870     61,695,913 
June,  22,427,702     40,627,094     63,054,796 

December,  15,672,537    38,780,567     54,453,104 

Total  reduction  from  June  to  Decem- 
ber, 1832,  7,991,184 

Total  reduction  from  June  to  Decem- 
ber, 1833,  ■         8,601,692 

2.  The  increase  of  two  millions  and  a  half,  from  Ja- 
nuary to  August,  1833,  was  wholly  in  domestic  bills, 
while  the  discounts  were  reduced. 

Disc'iunt  bills.  Discounts. 
Janiiary,  1833,  §18,069,043  43,626,870 
August,  1833,         20,923,243     43,237,106 


Increase, 


2,854,200  389,764  diminution. 


Sir,  it  is  clear  that  the  Bank  must  abide  the  reproach- 
es of  the  Secretary,  wh.atever  she  does.  But  what  has 
she  not  a  right  to  expect  from  this  House,  from  the  Peo- 
ple, from  the  solid  State  banks,  from  all  who  are  con- 
cerned in  the  currency,  and  the  property  it  circu- 
lates? Their  safety  depends  on  her  pursuing  the  course 
she  has  traced  out,  from  which  neither  the  reproaches 
of  enemies,  nor  the  entreaties  of  friends,  should  divert 
her.  For  the  former  1  have  no  apprehension;  and  for 
the  latter,  although  I  entertain  some  fears,  I  trust  that 
an  answer  willalways  be  found  by  the  able  Board  which 
administers  the  concerns  of  the  Bank,  in  the  superior 
claims  of  public  duty. 

The  Secretary  asserts,  sir — and  it  seems  to  be  a  fa- 
vorite assertion,  as  it  is  to  be  found  in  more  than  one 
place  in  the  letter — he  asserts  that  the  Bank  has  violat- 
ed the  charier.  He  says,  that,  "  instead  of  a  Board  con- 
stituted of  at  least  seven  directors,  according  to  the 
charter,  at  which  those  appointed  by  the  United  States 
have  a  right  to  be  present,  many  of  the  most  important 
money  transactions  of  the  Bank  have  been,  and  still 
are,  placed  under  the  control  of  a  committee,  denomi- 
nated the  Exchange  Committee,  of  which  no  one  of 
the  public  directors  has  been  allowed  to  b£  a  member 
since  the  commencement  of  the  present  year.  T/iis 
committee  is  not  even  elected  by  the  Board,  and  the  public 
directors  have  no  voice  in  their  appointment.  They  are 
chosen  by  the  President  of  the  Bank;  and  the  business 
of  the  institution,  which  ought  to  be  decided  on  by  the 
Board  of  Directors,  is,  in  many  instances,  trans- 
acted by  this  committee;  and  no  one  has  a  right  to  be 
present  at  their  proceedings  but  the  President,  and 
those  whom  he  shall  please  to  name  as  members  of  this 
committee.  Thus  loans  are  made,  unknown  at  the  time 
to  a  majority  of  the  Board,  and  paper  discounted  which 
miglit  probably  be  rejected  at  a  regular  meeting  of  the 
directors.  The  most  important  operations  of  the  Bank 
are  sometimes  resolved  on  and  executed  by  this  com- 
mittee; and  its  measures  are,  it  appears,  designedly, 
and  by  regular  system,  so  arranged  as  to  control  from 
the  officers  of  the  Government  transactions  in  which 
the  public  interests  are  deeply  involved.  And  this  fact 
alone  furnishes  evidence  too  strong  to  be  resisted,  that 
the  concealment  of  certain  important  transactions  of  the 
corporation  from  the  officers  of  the  Government  is  one  of 
tlie  objects  which  is  intended  to  be  accomplished  by 
means  of  this  committee.  The  plain  ivords  vf  the  char- 
ter are  violated,  in  order  to  deprive  the  people  of  the 
United  States  of  one  of  the  principal  securities  v\  hich 
the  law  had  provided  to  guard  their  interest,  and  to 
render  more  safe  the  public  money  intrusted  to  the 
care  of  the  Bank." 

Now,  sir,  the  Secretary  cannot  have  examined  this 
matter,  or  he  would  have  entertained  a  different  opin- 
ion. There  is  no  violation  whatever  of  the  charter  in 
giving  the  President  authority  to  appoint  the  Commit- 
tee of  Exchange,  or  in  authorizing  that  committee  to 
transact  the  business  of  exchange-,  or  even  to  discount, 
if  such  a  power  should  be  deemed  expedient. 

The  Secretary  appears  to  rely  on  the  fourth  funda- 
mental law  of  the  corporation,  which  enacts,  that  "not 
less  than  seven  directors  shall  constitute  a  Board 
for  the  transaction  of  business,  of  whom  the  President 
shall  always  be  one,  except  in  case  of  sickness  or  neces- 
sary .absence,  in  which  case  his  place  may  be  supplied 
by  any  other  director  whom  he,  by  writing  under  his 
hand,  shall  depute  for  that  purpose.  And  the  director 
so  deputed  m.ay  do  and  transact  all  necessary  business 
belonging  to  the  office  of  the  President  of  the  said  cor- 
poration, during  the  continuance  of  the  sickness  or  ne- 
cessary absence  of  the  President."  By  transaction  of 
business,  tlie  Secretary  woidd  seem  to  understand  ex- 
clusively the  excculiun  of  business;  the  cari-ying  of  a  di- 
rection, order,  or  law,  into  act  and  effect.  But  this  is 
not  the  restricted  meaning  of  the  word  in  this  place,  for 
several  satisfactory  reasons.  1 .  Such  a  restriction  up- 
on the  execution  of  the  various  business  of  the  Bank,  as 
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that  not  less  than  seven  dh-ectors  should  form  a  quo- 
rum to  do  it,    would  render  the  execution  of  business 
impossible.     Not  a  deposit  could  be  received  or  paid, 
or  the  simplest  operation   of  business  performed,  with- 
out the  presence  of  such  a  quorum.     2.    Accordingly, 
the  charter,  by  the  use  of  tlie  different  terra,  in  a  dif-  ; 
ferent  place,    shows   that  this   is  not  the   meaning  of  | 
the  words  transacliun  of  business.     The  tenth  section  i 
gives  to   tlie  directors  for  the  time  being    "  power  to  I 
appoint  such  officers,  clerks,  and  servants  under  them 
as  shall  be  necessary  for  executing  the  business  of  the 
said  corpor.ation,  and  to  allow  them  such  compensation 
for  their  services,  respectively,  as  shall  be  reasonable." 
3.   The  word,  in  its  proper  sense,  includes  both  execu- 
tion and  direction.     4.  The  authority  of  the  Board,  as 
would  naturally  occur  to  most  people,  is  legidutive;  and 
although  they  can  also  execute  and  perform  definitely 
any  business  they  please,  it  must  depend  upon  the  law 
which  they  prescribe  to  themselves,  or  which  is  pre- 
scribed for  them  by  the  charter  and  by-laws,  what  part 
they  will  perform  in  person,  and  what  they  will  commit 
to  others.      i  he  quorum  is  appointed  for  the  exercise 
of  authority  as  a  Board— for  legislation,  and  not  for  the 
execution  of  the  laws  or  directions  of  the  Board.     The 
body  is,  by  the  very  name  of  its  office,  directive  and  not 
executive.    5.  This  is  clearly  implied  from  the  provision 
which  gives  to  a  substituted  director  the  power  to  trans-  j 
act  all  the  necessary  business  belonging  to  the  office  of  [ 
President,  during  the  continuance  of  the  President's 
sickne.ss  or  necessary  absence.     What  is  the  necessary  I 
business  belonging  to  the    office  of  President?     The  i 
charter  does  not  declare  it.     Perhaps  the  only  business  I 
which  it  allots  to    him,   expressly,  is  that   of  signing  I 
notes  of  a  certain  description  to  give  them  a  certain  ef- 
fect.    Whence,  then,   can  he  get  it,   except  from  the  j 
Board  of  Directors,  or  the    by-laws  and  regulations  of 
the  Bank?   And  if  he  gets  it  from  the  Board,  they  must 
have  power  to  authorize  and  direct,  and  the  President, 
by  virtue  thereof,  must  have  power  to  execute. 

Sir,  the  power  t^f  making  by-laws  and  regulations  for 
the  government  of  the  Bank  has  been  wholly  overlook- 
ed by  the  Secretary.  The  seventh  section  of  the  char- 
ter gives  to  the  whole  corporation,  the  stockholders, 
the  power  to  "ordain,  establish,  and  put  in  execution 
such  by-laws,  ordinances,  and  regulations,  as  they  shall 
deem  necessary  and  convenient  for  the  government  of 
the  said  corporation,  not  being  contrary  to  the  constitu- 
tion thereof,  or  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States;"  and 
the  present  situation  of  this  power  is  thus:  It  has  been 
settled  for  a  century,  that  where  a  charter  commits  the 
power  of  making  by-laws  to  the  whole  body  of  the  cor- 
poration,  the  general  mass  of  corporators,  they  may 
delegate  the  power  to  a  select  body,  who  then  repre- 
sent the  whole  body  in  their  acts  of  legislation.  The 
contrary  of  this  is  held  to  be  the  law  when  the  power  is 
given  by  charter  to  a  select  body,  for  they  cannot  del- 
egate their  power  to  any  other  body.  Now,  sir,  the 
whole  body  of  the  corporation  of  theBank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  the  stockhoiders,  at  a  general  meeting  held 
on  the  6th  January,  ISIT,  did  delegate  their  power  of 
making  by-laws  and  regulations  to  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors, after  passing  a  few  by-laws  not  affecting  the  pre- 
sent inquiry.  The  act  by  which  this  was  done  declares, 
•'  that  the  directors  shall  have  power  to  make  such  fur- 
ther rules,  regulations,  and  by-laws,  as  they  shall  deem 
necessary  and  convenient  for  the  government  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  not  contrary  to  these  ordi- 
nances, nor  to  the  act  of  incorporation,  nor  to  ihe  laws 
of  the  United  States."  Consequently,  the  directors 
have,  since  that  lime,  possessed  and  exercised,  and  do 
now  possess  and  exercise,  the  legislative  power  of  the 
corporation,  by  the  gift  and  delegation  of  the  stock- 
holders; and  the  laws  and  regulations  made  by  tlie 
Board  of  Directcirs,  whether  for  the  government  of  their 
own  body,  or  of  the  business  of  the  Bank,  not  being 
contrary  to  the  constitution,  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  or  the  by-laws  made  by  the  stockholders,  are 


good  and  valid,  either  by  virtue  of  their  own  charter  au- 
thority as  directors,  or  the  authority  delegated  to  them 
by  the  whole  corporation. 

Upon  what  principle  is  it,  then,  that  a  regulation  of 
the  Board  authorizing  the  President  to  appoint  commit- 
tees, (a  necessary  power  in  every  legislative  body,)  or 
that  authorizing  a  committee  to  take  order  upon  the 
purchase  and  sale  of  exchange,  or  to  perform  any  other 
act  of  banking  which  the  charter  does  not  require  to 
be  done  by  somebody  else,  is  denounced  as  a  violation 
of  the  charter,  and  of  the  plain  viords  of  the  charter.' 
Sir,  the  power  exercised  by  the  Committee  of  Ex- 
change is  known  by  all  who  know  any  thing  of  practi- 
cal banking,  as  it  is  now  conducted  in  our  cities,  to  be 
not  only  usual,  but  almost  indispensable;  and,  to  the 
due  management  of  the  parent  Bank,  entirely  so.  To 
require  a  quorum  of  seven  to  be  present  at  every  such 
operation,  occurring  as  they  do  every  day,  would  be  to 
say  that  the  Bank  o^f  the  United  States  should  not  give 
the  facilities  to  exchanges  which  the  interests  of  trade 
require.  The  question  of  expediency  is,  however,  for 
the  Board,  when  its  legal  quorum  is  present,  to  decide; 
and  they  have  decided  it,  and  the  stockholders  have  ne- 
ver questioned  the  decision.  As  lo  the  right,  though 
from  convenience,  as  well  as  from  the  regular  recur- 
rence and  magnitude  of  the  operations,  the  discounts  of 
promissory  notes  are  directed  by  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors in  person,  there  is  no  legal  difference  between  dis- 
counts and  exclianges,  or  any  other  branch  of  banking 
business,  which  makes  them  necessarily  subjet  to  dif- 
ferent rules.  The  Board  may  regulate  the  whole  as  it 
deems  best  for  the  Bank. 

But,  sir,  this  alleged  violation  of  the  charter,  is  con- 
nected, in  the  mind  of  the  Secretary,  with  a  design  to 
conceal  certain  important  operations  of  the  corporation 
from  the  officers  of  the  Government,"  The  particular 
operations  concealed  are  not  suggested.but  the  conceal- 
ment is  alleged  as  an  inference  from  the  mode  of  ap- 
pointing and  instructing  the  committees  in  violation  of 
the  charter. 

3'here  are  some  points  of  fact  adverted  to  in  the  Se- 
cretary's letter,  and  in  the  argument  of  the  honorable 
member  from  Tennessee,  which  it  is  my  intention  to 
leave  to  those  who  think  that  they  are  still  worthy  of 
additional  notice.  I  am  not  of  that  opinion.  These 
matters  regard  the  particular  items  of  expense  for  print- 
ing and  publication  by  the  Bank,  and  the  old  affair  of 
the  3  per  cents,  both  as  to  the  suspended  payment  from 
July  to  October,  and  the  contract  by  the  Bank  with 
certain  holders  of  that  stock.  If,  after  the  volumes 
printed  by  the  order  of  this  House  at  the  least  session 
of  Congress,  upon  these  and  other  kindred  questions, 
something  more  is  required  to  be  said,  lam  sure  it  may 
be  said  more  profitably  by  others  than  by  myself.  So, 
also,slr,as  to  the  discovery  which  the  honorable  member 
from  Tennessee  thinks  he  has  made,  of  a  contradiction 
between  the  amount  of  printing  expenses  of  the  Bank 
in  1831,  returned  by  the  Bank  to  the  Senate  under  a 
resolution  of  that  body,  and  the  amount  for  the  same 
3'ear  stated  in  the  pamphlet  which  he  is  pleased  to  term 
the  manifesto  of  the  Bank — the  former  being,  as  I  un- 
derstand, the  sum  of  Jg9, 775,  and  the  latter  the  sum  of 
^21,703  53.  That  discovery  may  not  prove  to  be  as 
important  as  it  is  supposed  to  be,  if  gentlemen  will  ad- 
vert to  the  fact  that  the  call  of  the  Senate  embraces  only 
the  expenses  paid  by  the  Bank  for  ;>?7'n&/o' and  to  erf- 
itors;  and  the  expenses  in  the  pamphlet  are  the  whole 
amount  paid  by  the  Bank  for  publications  of  every 
kind, by  whomsoever  printed  and  not  merely  the  portion 
paid  by  the  Bank  to  printers  employed- by  itself,  and  to 
editors  of  newspapers. 

These  sir,  are  minor  points;  but  the  question  of  con- 
cealment involves  great  considerations.  It  would  ap- 
pear that  the  charge  implies  a  general  concealment, 
from  the  omission  to  appoint  any  one  of  the  Govern- 
ment directors  upon  tlie  Committee  of  Exchange;  and 
particular  concealment,  from  giving  to  the  Committee 
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on  the  Offices  a  power  to  molify  the  resolutions  of  tlie 
Board  for  reducing-  the  business  of  the  institution  as  they 
should  deem  expedient,  and  refusing  to  order  them  to 
make  a  report  to  the  Board;  and,  also,  from  refusing-  to 
the  Government  directors  a  copy  of  the  resolution  indi- 
cating the  course  of  policy  jjroper  for  the  Bank  to  pur- 
sue under  present  circumstance^;,  and  which  the  Go- 
vernment directors  thoug^ht  should  be  transmitted  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  In  reg-ard  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  offices.I  find  it  difficult  to  comprehend  that 
branch  of  the  alleg-ed  concealment,  as  by  their  letter  of 
the  22d  April,  1833,  to  the  President,  it  appears  one 
of  the  Government  directors  was  at  that  time  a  mem- 
ber of  that  committee.  Possibly,  however,  there  may 
have  been  a  change,  and  I  shall  so  consider  it. 

Sir,  these  questions  are  of  great  importance  to  all 
banks,  and  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  particu- 
lar. The  right  of  tlie  Government  directors  to  the 
station  they  aspire  to,  or  to  demand  tliat  the  Board 
should  mike  the  orders  which  the  Board  have  refused 
to  make,  hss  not  the  least  foundation.  Their  right  to 
be  members  of  any  committee  has  no  more  legal  sup- 
port, than  the  right  of  a  member  of  this  House  to  be 
upon  a  committee  appointed  by  this  House.  It  depends, 
in  this  House  upon  tlie  good  pleasure  of  the  House;  or, 
what  is  constructively  the  same  thing,upon  the  pleasure 
of  the  Speaker,  chosen  by  the  House.  In  the  Board  of 
Directors  it  depends  on  the  ple.asuie  of  the  Board, 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  as  they  make  tlie  appoint- 
ment themselves,  or  give  the  power  of  appointment  to 
the  President  of  the  Board.  The  right  to  require  that 
a  committee  shall  make  a  report  to  the  B»ard,  is  the 
right  of  tlie  Board,  and  not  of  any  member  of  it.  The 
right  to  take  a  copy  of  the  minutes,  for  any  purpose, 
depends  on  the  will  of  the  Board  by  whom  they  are 
made,  or  ordered  to  be  made,  as  the  charter  does  not 
contain  any  direction  upon  the  subject.  It  would  be 
the  same  in  this  House,  if  the  constitution  did  not  re- 
quire a  journal  to  be  kept  by  each  House,  and  to  be 
published  from  time  to  time;  thougli  even  this  is  subject 
to  an  exception,  depending  on  the  will  of  the  H^use. 

The  questions  of  right  being  thus,  let  us  examine, 
sir,  the  questions  of  expediency  and  propriety. 

Weretofore,  in  the  history  of  the  Bank,  the  directors 
appointed  by  tl\e  President  of  the  United  Sta'es,  have 
mingled  in  all  the  transactions  of  the  Bank,  mutually 
giving  and  enjoying  unreserved  confidence,  and  being 
in  no  respect  whatever  distinguished  from  the  other  di- 
rectors. Mr.  Biddle  himself  was  a  director  appointed 
by  the  President,  for  many  years,  and  particularly  in 
the  important  years  of  1329,  "l830,  1S31,  and  1832,  as 
the  reports  of  the  last  session  show;  and  other  Govern- 
ment directors  have,  from  time  to  time,  acted  upon  all 
the  importint  committee'.  Including  the  Committee  of 
Exchange, so  as  to  give  to  the  Bank  the  benefit  of  their 
peculiar  qualifications,  for  it  must  always  have  been  a 
question  of  qualification,  and.lf  a  director  was  not  qnali- 
•  fied  for  a  particular  post,  it  is  not  probable,  wh.atever 
was  the  source  of  his  appointment,  that  he  would  be 
placed  in  it.  But,sir,ln  the  time  of  tiie  present  Govern- 
ment directors,a  change  has  come  upon  us  and  upon  the 
Bank,  of  a  very  important  kind,  and  it  Is  not  surprising 
that  it  has  affected  those  directors  also. 

It  was  vehemently  suspected,  sir,  at  the  time  of  their 
appointment,  that  their  n  jtions  of  duty  and  right  were 
peculiar;  that  they  deemed  themselves  bound  or  enti- 
tled to  use  their  posts  for  the  purpose  of  making  rep- 
resentations to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
tending  to  excite  odium  against  tlieir  co-directors,  by 
impeaching  their  motives  and  ajts,  and  thus  to  Impair 
the  credit  of  the  Bank;  that  they  deemed  themselves  at 
liberty,  in  the  performance  of  this  dutv,  or  in  tlie  exer- 
cise of  this  right,  to  pursue  objects  which  they  did  not 
care  to  avow,  and  which  thetj  were  not  permitted  to  avow; 
and,  finally,  sir,  that,  in  some  way,  by  some  unexplain- 
ed theory  of  their  appointment,  ihey  had  come  to  the 
opinion  that  they  possessed  political  powers  in  the  insti- 
tution, which  they  weie  authorized  to  use  for  political 
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purposes.  All  this,  sir,  was,  as  I  have  said,  triost  ve- 
hemently suspected;  and  if  the  suspicions  were  just, the 
propriety  of  placing  them  In  posts  of  trust  and  confi- 
dence in  tlie  Bank  was  not  so  clear,  pai'ticulaily  as,  if 
they  were  so  placed,  it  might  have  been  difficult  to 
persuade  other  gentlemen  to  sit  beside  tliem  in  the  oc- 
cupation of  those  posts.  I  say,  sir,  it  might  have  been 
extremely  difficult  to  persuade  gentlemen  of  character, 
having  some  feelings  ani  reputation  of  their  own,  to  sit 
in  a  post  of  trust  and  confidence  by  the  side  of  directors 
Iiolding  sucli  notions  of  duty  and  right,  and  carrying 
them  out,  without  avowing  their  objects,  into  measures 
of  extreme  personal  annoyance,  as  well  as  of  discredit 
to  the  Bank. 

Sir,  what  was  at  th.at  time,perhaps,  no  more  tiian  ve- 
hement suspicion,  is  now,  and,  for  some  time  past,  has 
been,  matter  of  unquestionable  certainty;  and  the  cer- 
tainty is  derived, from  the  best  possible  authority — the 
confession  of  the  very  party. 

Sir,  I  beg  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  part 
of  a  letter  addressed  by  three  of  the  Government  di-  • 
rectors  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  on  the  22d 
(if  April,  1333,  which  is  anne.xed  to  the  letter  of  the  Se- 
cretary. It  is  the  fir^t  that  has  been  exhibited  to  this 
House,  but  not  the  first  in  the  correspondence  of  which 
it  forms  a  part,  and  which  has  not  been  communicated. 
We  know,  even  now,  but  in  part.  1  he  three  directors 
say: 

"Without  considering  any  portion  of  our  remarks 
as  falling  v/itliiu  the  limit?  of  those  private  accounts, 
which,  as  you  state,  the  charter  has  so  carefully  guard- 
ed, since  the  whole  relate  to  the  action  nf  the  Huard  upon 
matters  fiillij  open,  and  disciiised,  before  them,  and  ex- 
tend in  no  'utstnncR  to  the  private  debtor  and  creditor  ac- 
counts of  individuals,  yet  we  nviy  be  excused  for  ex- 
pressing much  gratification  at  your  assurance  that  the 
information  requested  is  for  your  own  satisfaction,  and 
that  yiiu,  do  not  wish  it  extended  beyond  "ur  penonnl 
knowledge.  We  rnay  be  iiermittedalso  to  add.  that  the 
wishes  and  opinions  which  we  took  the  liberty  of  ex- 
pr.'ssing  in  our  former  letter  have  been  since  more 
strongly  confirmed,  and  that  we  shoull  not  onli/  feel 
more'  satisfaction  ourselves,  but  be  enabled  to  convey  to 
you  more  full  andcorrecl  information,  were  we  to  proceed 
ill  an  investigation,  wbose  object  was  avoweb,  and  if 
we  were  strengthened  by  that  official  sanction  which 
we  suggested." 

Then,  sir,  they  were  not  altogether  comfortable  in 
their  new  position;  and  I  do  not  wonder  at  it.  Then 
their  object  was  not  avowed,  and  they  were  not  permit- 
ted to  avow  It,  but  were  compelled,  by  their  own  sense 
of  distress,  to  ask  for  an  official  sanction,  tinder  which 
they  might  avow  it:  then,  further,  they  were  practising 
concealment  themselves,  and  trying  to  prosecute  an  in- 
vestigation, without  avowing  its  object,  when  that  ob- 
ject is  known  mw  to  have  been  to  inculpate  the  Board, 
and  particularly  the  gentleman  at  the  head  of  it,  and, by 
means  of  the  odium  thus  excited,  to  justify  to  public 
prejudice  an  act  of  deadly  hatred  to  the  Bank  of  which 
they  were  dlre:tors — the  rem  )val  of  the  public  depos- 
ites;  and  then,  sir,  I  say,  in  conclusion,  that  there  is  not 
an  honorable  man  in  this  House,  or  in  this  country,  who 
will  not  respond  to  the  sentimen",  that  they  were  treat- 
ed at  least  as  well  as  they  desi-rved  to  be,  by  not  being 
assisted  in  the  performance  of  these  remarkable  la  lors. 
With  this  confession  of  concealment  by  the  Government 
directors,  to  which  they  were  coerced  by  the  Execu- 
tive, the  Secretary  of  the  Tre:isury  arraigns  the  Board 
for  concealing  Its  operations  from  them.  He  charges 
the  Board  with  concealment,  in  violation  of  their  char- 
ter, and  in  contempt  of  the  Government,  when  the 
head  and  front  of  their  offence  is  this  o-«ly— that  they 
would  not  consent  to  be  the  dupes  of  concealment  that 
was  practised  by  others. 

But,  sir,  this  is  not  all.  The  memorial  of  the  Govern- 
ment directors  to  this  House,  for  the  doctrine  of  which 
we  are,  1  presume,  indebted  to  the  professional  gentle- 
man whose  n  ime  is  at  the  head,  cannot  be  too  much 
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adverted  to,  in  conneclioii  with  both  the  charge  of 
concealment  by  the  Bourd.and  another  charge,  hereafter 
to  be  noticed,  of  a  graver  description,  it  is  a  docu- 
ment that  may  be  considered  as  a  sort  of  small  marlyro- 
ht^y — a  history  of  the  sufiTerings  incident  to  disappoint- 
ed efforts  and  mortified  pretensions;  and  it  contains,  as 
is  na'iiral,  a  confession  of  the  faith  by  which  the  suffer- 
ers have  been  sustained  at  the  stake  where  they  have 
placed  themselves.  I  beg  permission  to  exhibit  it  to 
the  House. — "  It  has  pleased  tlie  majority  of  the  Board 
ot  Directors,"  says  the  memorial,  "  in  the  document  to 
which  we  refer,  in  order,  we  suppose,  in  some  degree 
to  extenuate  their  conduct,  in  ssystematically  nullifying 
the  representatives  of  the  Government  and  the  People," 
[doubtless  meaning  themselves,]  "  to  deny  that  the 
public  directors  are  seated  at  the  Board  in  any  other  re- 
lation than  themselves;  to  deny  the  existence  of  any  dif- 
ference in  tiie  official  character  and  duty  of  themselves 
and  us.  This  extraordinary  denial,  in  the  face  of  all 
experience  of  the  familiar  history  of  the  country,  and 
of  palpable  reasoning,  must  rather  be  ascribed  to  the 
presumption  which  moneyed  power  is  apt  to  inspire, 
than  to  tlie  ignorance  or  wilful  misrepresentation  of 
those  who  make  it.     Nothing  can  be  plainer  than  that 

thePCBLIC  DIRECTOBS  WERE  DEVISED  AS  INSTKUMENTs" 

—  [I  beg  ihe  House  to  advert  to  the  felicity  of  the  lan- 
guage— "were  devised  as  initruments."]  "Nothing 
can  be  plainer  than  that  the  public  directors  were  devised 
as  instruments  for  the  attainment  of  public  objects;  that 
their  being  insisted  upon  in  the  charter  itself  was  in 
obedience  to  the  will  of  those  who  elected  the  legisla- 
tive body  by  which  it  was  passed;  and  that  their  ap- 
pointment was  given  to  the  President,  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  (not 
to  the  mere  fiscal  representative,)  in  order  to  clothe 
them  with  all  the  character  of  official  representation, 
and  to  exact  from  them  a  discharge  of  all  the  duties,pub- 
lic,  political,  and  patriotic,  incident  to  a  trust  so  confer- 
red. If  we  are  mistaken  in  this,  we  acknowledge  that 
our  solicitude  about  the  rights  and  morals,  the  practical 
purity  and  freedom  of  our  countrymen,  has  misled  us. 
But  we  know  tliat  we  are  not." 

Devised  as  instruments,  and  given  to  the  President,  to 
exiict_  from  them  a  discharge  of  all  the  duties,  public, 
political,  and  patriotic,  incident  to  a  trust  so  conferred! 
The  sense  would  not  have  been  more  complete,  sir, 
though  the  alliteration  would  have  been  more  perfect, 
if  they  had  described  their  functions  as  e.\:tending  to  all 
duties,  public,  political,  patriotic,  and  party,  incident 
to  a  trust  so  conferred. 

Now,  sir,  without  at  present  saying  whether  this  the- 
ory was  true,  the  other  directors  had  a  right  to  a  coun- 
teracting theory  for  themselves;  and  if  it  is  true  that  the 
Government  directors  were  devised  as  instruments,  and 
that  they  are,  by  their  creation,  political  directors,  the 
other  directors,  who  have  not  been  so  devised,  are  en- 
titled to  consider  themselves  as  anti-political  directors, 
and  not  bound  to  assist  the  political  operations  of  the 
other  branch,  but  rather,  by  the  momentum  of  their 
-  greater  numbers  to  keep  them  from  moving  the  Bank 
out  of  place.  But,  sir,  the  heads  of  the  memorialists 
have  been  made  dizzy  by  their  elevation.  Their  theo- 
ry has  no  foundation  in  reason,  or  in  the  charter.  I  de- 
ny that  they  were  devised  us  instruments,  whatever  they 
may  have  made  of  themselves.  There  is  not  a  shadow 
of  difference  between  the  rights  and  duties,  the  pow- 
ers, or  the  obligations,  of  any  of  the  directors:  they  are 
all  directors,  neither  more  nor  less,  and  owing  the  same 
duties  to  all  the  interests  confided  to  them.  The  di- 
rectors appointed  by  the  President  owe  a  duty  to  the 
nation,  and  so  do  the  others.and,  in  my  poor  judgment, 
they  liave  performed  it.  The  directors  elected  by  the 
stockholders  owe  a  duty  to  the  Bank,  and  so  do  the  di- 
rectors appointed  by  the  President;  but  they  have  nei- 
ther performed  nor  acknowledged  it.  They  are  not 
placed  there  to  make  inquiries  for  the  President.  The 
President  has  no  authority  to  direct  inquiries  to  be 


made  by  them.  This  is  a  question  of  charter  power,  of 
power  over  a  corporation,  all  of  whose  privileges  are 
rights  of  property.  The  charter  gives  to  the  President 
no  such  right.  It  expressly  gives  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  a  right  of  limited  inquiry,  by  investigat- 
ing such  general  accounts,  in  the  books  of  the  Bank.as 
relute  to  the  statements  which  the  Bank  is  bound  to 
furnish  to  the  Treasury  Department,  but  not  fuither. 
Congress  have  the  power  to  inspect  the  books  of  the 
Bank, and  the  proceedings  of  the  corporatioi\  generally. 
These  powers  have  been  expressly  given,  and  they 
have  been  so  given  because  they  would  not  have  been 
derived  by  implication  from  the  charter.  But  here  is  a 
power  to  be  implied  greater  than  all,  and  woi  se  than 
all — a  power  to  be  exercised  secretly,  and  without 
avowal,  ex  parte,  without  notice,  without  opportunity 
of  reply  or  explanation  being  given  to  those  whom  it 
affects,  and  by  persons  who  are  holding,  to  all  appear- 
ance,  the  relations  of  amity  with  their  co-directors,  sit- 
ting on  the  same  seats,  and  professing  the  same  gene- 
ral objects.  Sir,  the  Board  did  right  not  to  aid  them; 
it  would  have  done  right  to  resist  them;  and  I  inquire  of 
the  members  of  this  House,  and  ask  them  to  follow  out 
their  honorable  feelings  into  the  reply — would  they 
consent  to  sit  in  committee  by  the  side  of  men  who 
professed  principles  like  these,  and  submitted  them- 
selves to  the  direction  of  another  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  they  should  carry  them  into  execution?  This  ques- 
tion concerns  all  banks,  and  this  Bank  most  intimately. 
A  hue  and  cry  is  raised  against  the  directors  of  this 
Bank,  because  the  Bank  will  not  tell  the  Government 
directors,  that  they  may  tell  the  Secretary,\irec\se\y  how 
they  mean  to  wind  up,  if  they  do  mean  it;  and  here  is 
a  new  theory  of  banking,  to  place  by  the  side  of  the 
new  theory  of  political  power — that  all  which  the  Bank 
Intends  to  do  for  its  own  defence,  is  to  be  told  to  an 
enemy,  that,  if  he  thinks  fit,  he  may  defeat  the  mea- 
sure; that  it  is  not  sufficient  for  him  to  continue  to 
know  the  precise  condition  of  the  Bank,  in  point  of 
fact,  as  it  actually  is,  and  as  he  must  perceive  it  to  be 
by  the  weekly  statements,  but  that  he  must  also  know 
what  it  is  going  to  be  by  the  operation  of  the  measures 
of  defence,  that  if  it  is  in  his  power,  and  he  also  thinks 
fit,  he  may  frustrate  the  purpose.  The  private  direc- 
tors of  this  Bank  have  upon  them  the  responsibility  of 
taking  care  of  all  the  stockholders — the  nation,  for  its 
seven' millions,  included.  If  others  forget  this  duty,they 
vvill  not.  This  House,  I  hope,  will  not;  nor  will  they 
join  in  censuring  these  faithful  men  for  refusing,  under 
the  challenge  of  political  power,  to  give  up  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Bank,  by  allowing  to  any  department  an  in- 
quisition into  their  concerns,  which  the  charter  does 
not  warrant. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  in  connection  with  this  asserted 
right  of  inquiry  into  the  affairs  of  the  Bank,  that  the 
contracts,  made  by  the  Secretary  with  the  new  deposit 
Banks,  become  an  object  of  the  deepest  interest.  The 
15th  fundamental  law  of  the  Bank  charter  enables  the  ^ 
Secretary  to  require  of  the  Bank  a  weekly  statement  of 
the  capital  stock  of  the  corporation,  debts  due  to  the 
same,  monies  deposited  therein,  notes  in  circulation, 
and  the  specie  in  hand;  and  gives  him  a  right  to  inspect 
the  general  accounts  relating  to  it  in  Ihe  books  of  the 
Bank,  but  not  the  right  of  inspecting  the  account  of  any 
private  individual.  This  ought  to  have  been  sufficient 
for  the  Secretary,  as,  in  the  judgment  of  Congress,  it 
was  sufficient  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  public  monies. 
It  was  enough  for  safety,  which  Congress  wanted,  but 
not  enough  for  interference  and  control  of  the  Bank, 
which  Congress  did  not  want.  The  contracts  which 
the  Secretary  has  made  with  the  deposit  Banks  hold  a 
very  different  language,  as  may  be  seen  by  that  with 
the  Girard  Bank.  The  Bank  is  bound,  not  only  to 
make  weekly  returns  of  its  entire  condition,  and  to  sub- 
mits its  books  and  transactions  to  a  critical  examination 
by  the  Secretary,  or  an  agent  duly  authorized  by  him, 
but  its  expressly  provided  that  this  examination  may  ex- 
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tend  to  all  the  hooks  and  accmtntf,  to  the  cash  on  hand, 
and  to  all  the  acts  and  concerns  of  the  Bank,  except  the 
current  accounts  of  individuals.  Sir,  I  am  happy  to 
learn  that  tlie  Stockholders  of  tlie  Rank  of  Virginia 
have  disavowed  the  act  of  their  directors,  in  g'iving  this 
power  to  the  Secretary.  It  is  a  fearful  power,  and,  with 
the  Treasury  interpretation  of  current  accounts;  (which 
is  not  the  lang'uag-e  of  the  cliartc-r,  but  accounts  gener- 
ally of  any  private  individual,)  we  may  see  the  extent 
of  control,  which,  with  the  aid  of  the  deposits,  this 
clause  of  the  contract  will  give.  It  is  an  aatliority  for 
universal  supervision  of  all  the  operations  of  the  Bank, 
including  its  discounts,  and  for  granting  and  withhold- 
ing accommodations  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Secretary 
I  humbly  submit  to  all  who  feel  any  kindred  sympa 
thies  with  honorable  men,  whether,  in  the  absence 
of  the  mandate  of  a  judicial  decision,  in  a  case 
in  which  such  a  decision  has  been  avoided  by  the 
power  that  has  a  right  to  invoke  it,  whether  this  is 
fit  occasion  to  justify  the  removal  of  the  deposits  for 
violation  of  the  chatter,  because  the  directors  have  not 
adopted  or  assisted  such  principles,  interpretations, and 
aims  as  these.' 

The  affair  of  the  French  bill  I  shall  briefly  notice,  as 
I  pass  to  the  remaining  topic  of  the  Secretary's  answer. 
I  will  take  the  history  of  that  bill,  as  it  is  given  by  the 
honorjible  member  from  Tennessee — that  it  w^s  a  bill 
bought  by  the  Bank,  refused  payment  by  the  French 
Government,  and  upon  protest, the  amount  was  paid  by 
the  agent,  for  the  honor  of  the  Bank,  to  the  foreign 
holder;  that  the  money  was  not  used  by  the  Treasury 
here;  and  that  the  Bank  suffered  nothing  but  a  few  ex- 
penses, which  the  Secretary  is  willing  to  refund.  I 
will  agree  that  there  is  nothing  but  an  old  statute  of  Ma 
ryland  to  give  damages  on  the  protest,  and  that  it  does 
not  include  the  sovereign  of  the  country.  I  cannot  ar- 
gue the  case,  because  the  honorable  member  assumes 
all  the  law  and  all  the  facts,  and  the  Secretary's  letter 
gives  us  none.  I  iTiust,  thei-efore,  agree  to  the  case  as 
he  presents  it.  But  the  thing  which  passes  my  com- 
prehension is,  that  a  mere  claim  by  the  Bank — a  claim 
without  suit  or  other  act — a  claim  which  it  is  the  privi- 
lege of  the  lowest  and  poorest  to  make  upon  the  highest 
and  richest  in  the  land,  without  incurring  either  for- 
feiture or  damage — that  this  should  be  gravely  put 
forth  as  a  brand  of  faithlessness  upon  the  Bank,  and  a 
forfeiture  of  her  right  to  the  public  deposits.  Sir,  there 
must  be  a  strange  perversion  of  mind  in  myself,  or  in 
the  honorable  Secretary,  in  regard  to  this  conclusion. 
It  would  have  been  the  occasion  of  infinite  surprise  to 
me,  if  the  faculty  of  being  surprised  had  not  been  re- 
cently so  much  impaired  by  use,  that  I  am  no  longer 
conscious  of  its  existence. 

The  last  reason  of  the  Secretary  for  removing  the 
deposits  is,  that  the  Bank  had  employed  her  means  with 
the  view  of  obtaining  political  power. 

I  beg  permission  of  the  House  to  say  a  word  concern- 
ing the  humble  individual  who  has  the  honor  of  address- 
ing it.  Had  I  been  a  director  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  during  the  years  in  which  it  has  been  its  misfor- 
tune not  to  have  received  the  approbation  of  the  Secre- 
tary, I  should  have  been  associated  with  men  who  are 
an  ornament  to  the  city  in  which  they  live,  and  an  hon- 
or to  their  country — men,  who,  from  earliest  youth  to 
their  present  mature  age,  have  been  beloved,  respected, 
and  honored  by  all  around  them,  and  who  are  as  much 
the  standard  of  vill  the  virtues,  private,  social,  and  pa- 
triotic, as  the  coins  of  your  mint  are  tlie  standard  of 
your  currency,  and  without  any  of  the  base  alloy  which 
you  mingle  in  your  coins  to  make  them  fit  for  the  nse 
and  abuse  of  the  world.  If  I  had  been  called  upon  to 
act  with  such  men  as  these,  in  regard  to  measures  of 
any  kind,  and  had  differed  from  them  in  my  judgement, 
I  should  have  deemed  it  almost  an  act  of  treason  againsi 
the  authority  of  superior  intelligence,  or  of  arrogance, 
expotir-g  myself  to  r^-prehension  or  contempt.  I  should  ( 


have  followed  them  fearlessly  wherever  they  led,  and 
with  unshaken  confidence  that  they  could  not  lead  me 
where  either  wisdom  or  virtue  woidd  be  exposed  to  re- 
proach. But,  sir,  I  had  not  this  honor.  1  was  not  a  di- 
rector of  the  Bank  in  1829,  nor  in  1830,  nor  in  1831; 
and,  though  chosen  a  director  in  1832,  I  K  f t  Philadel- 
phia  in  January,  to  pass  my  winter  here,  and  met  the 
Board  but  once  after  my  return,  to  show  respect  to  the 
Committee  of  Inquiry  appointed  by  this  Mouse.  Of 
the  measure  now  to  be  adverted  to  1  was  not  informed, 
except  as  the  public  and  this  House  have  been  inform- 
ed, lean  speak  of  them,  therefore,  without  the  influ- 
ence arising  from  either  participation  or  privity.  As  to 
my  professional  relations  to  the  Bank,  I  am  proud  to  be- 
long to  a  profession  which  has  many  distinguished  mem- 
bers in  both  Houses  of  this  Congress — a  profession 
which  the  confidence  and  affection  of  this  people  have 
raised,  in  more  than  one  instance,  to  tlie  highest  office 
in  the'r  gift.  I  will  not  degrade  this  honorable  profes- 
sion! I  will  not  degrade  my  owri  rank  in  it,  however 
humble,  by  condescending  to  inquire  what  extent  of 
compensation  would  induce  an  honorable  man  to  sell 
his  conscience,  and  his  principles,  as  slaves,  to  his 
client! 

Sir,  the  great  accusation  against  the  Bank  is,  that  she 
has  endeavored  to  obtain  political  power,  and  interfer- 
ed with  the  election  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  Grant  the  design  of  the  Bank,  sir;  and  what 
then?  It  has  not  succeeded.  The  letter  of  the  Secreta- 
ry is  an  argument  to  show  that  it  has  not  succeeded,  and 
that  the  question  of  re-charter  is  settled  against  the  Bank 
by  the  voice  of  the  People  at  the  last  election.  The 
election  of  the  President — the  appointment  of  the  Se- 
cretary— the  elections  for  this  House — were  all  complet- 
ed before  the  deposits  were  removed;  and  these  .ire 
held  up  to  show  that  the  design  imputed  to  the  Bank 
has  failed  and  fallen  to  the  groimd.  Then  I  ask,  sir, 
what  is  the  character  of  that  act  which  has  removed  the 
deposits.'  Is  it  preventive,  or  is  it  vindictive?  It  is  vin- 
dictive, sir.  It  is  punishment  directed  ag:iinst  the  Bank 
for  an  imputed  design  tliac  has  wholly  tailed  in  its  exe- 
cution, and  the  victim  of  the  infliction  is  not  the  Bank, 
but  the  country.  If  it  is  a  matter  of  grave  belief  that  the 
purpose  of  the  Bank  was  that  which  is  imputed,  and 
that  the  elections  have  given  out  the  answer  of  the  Peo- 
ple to  it,  what  more  triumphant  refutation  can  be  addu- 
ced of  the  reasons  that  find  either  aground  of  appre- 
hension, or  a  motive  of  punishment,  in  acts  which  have 
thus  failed  of  effect?  If  the  premises  belongs  to  the 
case,  the  true  conclusion  is,  that  the  people  are  in  no 
d^inger  from  attempts  to  gain  political  power  by  the  de- 
vices of  the  Bank,  and  that  she  may  go  on  to  the  con- 
clusion of  her  charter,  performing  her  constitutional 
duties  to  the  country,  as  she  has  always  done,  with 
fidelity  and  success;  leaving  the  question  of  renewing 
the  charter  to  settle  the  extent  of  her  punishment. 

But,  sir,  I  deny  the  charge.  I  s.iy  the  design  was  not 
entertained,  and  that  not  a  particle  of  evidence  has  been 
produced  to  infer  the  contrary.  The  Board  have  print- 
ed and  published,  and  have  assisted  in  printing  and 
publishing,  "  for  the  purpose  of  commnnicatins;  1o  the 
people  information  in  regard  to  the  nature  and  opera- 
tions of  the  Bank,  and  to  remove  unfounded  prejudices, 
or  repel  injurious  calumnies  on  the  institution  intriis'ed 
to  their  care."  This  is  the  declared  purpose  of  all  they 
have  done,  and  they  stand  upon  the  sacred  principle  of 
self-defence  in  asserting  their  right  to  do  it.  That  there 
was  nothing  in  the  veto  message  to  justify  the  cirCTila- 
tion  of  the  review  which  the  gentleman  (roin  Tennessee 
has  noticed,  is  more  than  I  admit;  an<l  when  the  gentle- 
man shall  assert,  upon  his  own  authority,  that  the  Board 
have  given  currency  to  a  scurrilous  p.imphlet  against 
any  one,  he  will  find  me  ready  either  to  deny  the  fact, 
or  to  admit  its  impropriety.  The  constitution  secures 
to  every  person,  naturd  and  political,  the  right  of  print- 
ing and  publishing,  being  responsible  for  the  abuse  of 
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U.  It  pi-ohibtts  Congress  from  passing  any  law  abridg'-  ;  vancement.  Dolbin,  a  judg-e  of  the  King-'s  Bench,  was 
inV  Uie  freedom  of  the  press.  If  the  charter  had  insert-  '  found  not  to  be  clear;  so  he  was  turned  tn/i,  and  Wilkins 
ed  a  provision  to  restrain  the  Board  of  Directors  from  :  came  in  his  room.  When  sentence  was  be  given, 
printina-  or  publishing-,  it  would  huve  been  null  and  void,  j  Sanders  was  slruck  with  an  apoplexy,  upon  which  great 
An  interpretation  of  the  charter  to  restrain  it  is  equally  reflections  were  made;  but  he  sent  his  judgment  in  wri- 
so  'I  hey  have  the  universal  right,  subject  to  the  con-  ting,  and  died  a  few  days  after."  As  the  only  prece- 
stitutionai  corrective  through  the  iudicial  tribunals  (  f  j  dent  which  the  books  present  to  us  of  forfeiture  of  char- 
tbe  country;  but  to  condemn,  and  then  to  try  them— to  ter  for  sedition,  or  an  interference  with  political  power, 
punish  and  then  to  hear— belongs  not  to  the  tribunals  of  it  is  not  without  Instruction, 
this  earth,  nor  to  the  constitution  of  this  country. 

Sir,  the  change  of  the  deposits  is  an  extraordinary 
mode  of  preventing  their  application  to  the  purposes  of 
political  power.  Before  their  removal,  thev  were  in  a 
Bank  not  possessing  political  power,  nor  capable  of^using 
it.  They  are  now  wielded  by  those  who  possess  it,  and 
who  are  more  or  less  than  m'cn  if  they  do  not  wish  to 
keep  it.  Then  thev  were  in  one  bank,  under  one  direc- 
tion; now  they  will  be  in  fifty.  Then  they  were  in  a 
Bank  which  political  power  could  not  lay  open  to  its  in- 
quiries and  control;  now  they  are  in  Banks  that  have 
given  a  stipulation  for  submitting  all  their  acts  and  con- 
cerns to  review.  Then,  if  these  deposits  sustained  any 
action  at  all,  it  was  in  the  safest  form  for  the  people — 
action  ag,ainst  power  in  office;  now  its  action  is  in  sup- 
port of  that  power,  and  tends  to  the  augmentation  of 
what  is  already  great  enough. 

T  sa)',  in  conclusion  upon  this  point,  if  these  publica- 
tions are  deemed  by  this  House  to  have  been  unlawful, 
return  the  deposits  till  the  Bank  has  been  heard.  Go 
to  the  scire  fiicins—g\ve  to  the  Bank  that  trial  by  jury 
■which  is  secured  by'ils  charter,  and  is  the  birthright  of 
all.  Ask  the  unspotted  and  unsuspected  tribunals  of 
the  country  for  their  instruction.  Arraign  the  Bank 
upon  the  ground  either  of  sedition,  or  grasping  at  politi- 
cal power,  'i  here  was  ample  time  for  it,  and  still  is; 
and  there  is  a  great  precedent  for  it,  which  I  commend 
to  the  consideration  of  this  House. 

Sir,  in  the  worst  days  of  one  of  the  worst  princes  of 
England,  (T  mean  Charles  the  2d,)  the  love  of  absohite 
rule  induced  him  to  make  an  attempt  upon  the  libert'es 
of  the  city  of  London,  whose  charter  he  desired  to  over- 
throw. He  comphiined  that  the  Common  Council  had 
taxed  him  with  a  delay  of  justice,  and  had  possessed  the 
people  with  an  ill  opinion"  of  him;  and,  by  means  of  his 
ministers  of  the  law,  and  by  infamously  packing  the 
bench,  having  promoted  one  judge,  who  was  not  satis- 
fied on  the  point,  and  turned  out  another  who  was  not 
clear,  he  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  judgment,  under 
which  the  liberties  of  that  ancient  city  were  seized  by 
the  crown.  But,  when  the  revolution  expelled  his  suc- 
cessor, and  the  principles  of  the  British  constitution 
came  in  with  the  House  of  Orange,  an  early  statute  of 
William  and  Mary  reversed  the  judgment  as  illegal  and 
arbitrary;  and  from  that  time  it  has  been  the  opprobri- 
um of  the  bench,  and  the  scorn  of  tlie  profession. 
The  account  of  it  which  is  given  by  Burnet,  is  thus: 

"The  court,  finding  that  the  city  of  London   could 

not  be  wrouglit  on  to" surrender  their  charter,  resolved 
to  have  it  condemned  by  a  judgment  in  the  King's  Bench. 
Jones  had  died  in  Mmv;  so  now  Pollexfen  and  Treby 
were  chiefly  relied  on  by  the  city  in  tliis  matter.  Saw- 
yer was  the'attorney  General,  a  dull,  hot  m;in,  and  for- 
ward to  serve  all  the  designs  of  the  couit.  He  under- 
took, by  tlie  advice  of  Sanders,  a  learned,  but  very  im- 
moral man,  to  overthrow  the  charter.  The  two  pomts 
upon  which  thev  rested  the  cause  were,  that  the  Com- 
mon Council  had  petitioned  the  King  upon  a  proroga- 
tion of  Harhament,  that  it  might  meet  on  the  day  to 
which  it  was  prorogued,  and  had  taxed  the  prorogation 
as  that  which  had  occasioned  a  delay  of  justice:  this  was 


Sir,  the  reasons  of  the  Secretary  being  one  and  all 
insufficient  to  justify  the  removal  of  the  deposits,  the 
question  of  remedy  is  the  only  one  that  remains.  The 
state  of  the  country  requires  the  return;  but  the  ques- 
tion of  return  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  renewi.1  otthe 
charter.  If  renewal  were  the  object,  I  should  say,  do 
not  put  them  back,  leave  them  as  they  are;  make  no 
provision  for  the  future,  and  see,  at  the  end  of  two  years, 
to  what  relief  the  people  will  fly.  But,  sir,  let  us  save 
the  country  from  this  unnecessary  suffering  Return 
them,  and  the  mists  will  clear  off  from  the  horizon,  and 
the  face  of  nature  smile  as  it  did  before.  Return  them, 
and  make  some  provision  for  the  day  when  the  capital 
of  this  Bank  is  to  be  withdrawn  from  the  country,  if 
it  is  to  be  withdrawn.  Provide  some  control,  some  re- 
gulation of  your  currency.  The  time  is  still  sufficient 
for  it,  and  the  country  requires  it.  If,  indeed,  this  Bank 
is  not  to  be  continued,  nor  another  to  be  supplied,  nor 
a  control  devised  to  prevent  the  State  Banks  from  shoot- 
ing out  of  their  orbits,  and  bringing  on  confusion  and 
ruin,  then,  1  confess  that  1  see  no  benefit  in  putting  ofT 
the  evil  for  two  years  longer.  The  storm  must  come, 
in  which  every  one  must  seize  such  plank  of  safely  as  he 
may  out  of  the  common  wreck;  and  it  is  not  the  part, 
either  of  true  courage  or  of  provident  caution,  to  wish 
it  deferred  for  a  little  time  longer. 

Sir,  I  have  done.  I  have  now  closed  my  remarks 
upon  the  question  uf  the  public  deposits,  second  in  im- 
portance to  none  that  has  occurred  in  the  course  of  the 
present  administration,  whether  we  regard  its  relations 
to  the  public  faith,  to  the  currency,  or  to  the  equipoise 
of  the  different  departments  of  our  Government.  It  is 
with  unfeigned  satisfliction  that  I  have  raised  my  feeble 
voice  in  behalf  of  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  whose  enlightened  labors  in 
this  great  cause,  through  a  course  of  years,  have  inse- 
parably connected  his  name  with  those  principles  upon 
which  the  security,  the  value,  and  the  enjoyment  of  pro- 
perty depend;  and  it  will  be  a  sufficient  reward  for  me  if 
I  shall  be  thought  not  to  have  imjjaired  the  effect  of  his 
efiTorts;  nor  to  have  retarded  the  progress  cf  those  prin- 
ciples to  their  ultim.ate  establishment.  For  myself,  I 
claim  the  advantage  of  saying,  that,  as  I  have  not  con- 
sciously uttered  a  sentiment  in  the  spirit  of  mere  party 
politics,  so  I  trust  that  my  answers  to  the  Secretary  will 
not  be  encountered  in  that  spirit.  If  the  great  and  per- 
manent interests  of  the  country  should  be  above  the  in-- 
fluence  of  party,  so  should  be  the  discussions  which  in- 
volve them.  Itoughtnot  to  be,  it  cannot  be,  thatsuch 
questions  shall  be  decided  in  this  House  as  party  ques- 
tions. 'I'he  question  of  the  Bank  is  one  of  public  fkitli; 
that  of  the  currency  is  a  question  of  national  prosperity; 
that  of  the  constitutional  control  of  the  Treasury  is  a 
question  of  national  existence.  It  is  impossible  that 
such  momentous  interests  shall  be  tried  and  determined 
by  those  rules  and  standards  which,  in  things  indifferent 
in  themselves,  parties  usually  rt  sort  to.  'I  hey  concern 
our  country  at  home  and  abroad,  now,  and  to  all  future 
time;  they  concern  the  cause  of  freedom  every  where; 
and,  if  they  shall  be  settled  under  the  influence  of  any 
considerations  but  justice  and  patriotism — sacred  jus- 


construed  to  be  the  raising  of  sedition,  and  the  possess-  tice  and  enlightened  patriotism— the  dejected  friends  of 
ing  the  people  with  an  ill  opinion  of  the  King." —  freedom  dispersed  throughout  the  earth,  the  patriots  of 
•'When  the  matter  was  bt^ought  near  judgment,  San-  this  land,  and  the  patriots  of  all  lands,  must  finally  sur- 
ders,  uho  had  laid  the  whole  thing,  was  made  Ch'ef  render  their  extinguished  hopes  to  the  bitter  conviction 
Justice;  Pemberton,  who  was  not  s:Uisfied  on  the  point,  that  the  spirit  of  paiitt  is  a  more  deadly  foe  to  free 
being  removed  to  the  Common  Pleas,  on  North's  ad- [institutions  than  the  spirit  or  desi-otism. 
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PROSECUTIONS  FOR   MURDER. 

Abstract   of  the   Returns  made  by  the  Clerks  of  the 

Cnurts  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  in  compliance  with  the 

following  resolution,  passed  Dec.  10. 

Resolved  that   the  Clerks  of  the  Courts  of  Oyer  and 

Terminer  of  the  several  Counties  of  this  Commonwealth, 

be  instructed  to  report  to  this  House,  at  !is  early  a  day 

as  possible,  the  number  of  prosecuiions  for   Homicide; 

the  number  of  cases  in    which  the  Grand  Juries  have 

found     l)ill<;    the  number    in    which    they   have    not 

found  bills;  tlie  number  of  acquittals,  or  of  convictions 

for  Murder  in  tlie  first  degree,  or  in  the  second  degree, 

or  of  Manslaughter,  tliathave  occurred  in  their  several 

Courts,  annually,  for  the  last  ten  years. 
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REPORT    OF    THE     CONTROLLERS     OF     THE 
PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

Sixteenth    Annual   Report  of  the  Controllers  of  the 

Public  Schools  for  the  city  and  county  of  Philadel- 
phia, composing  the  first  school  district  of  the   State 

of  Pennsylvania:  with  their  accounts. 

The  Controllers  of  the  Public  Schools  of  the  city  and 
county  cf  Philadelphia,  composing  the  First  School  Dis- 
trict of  Pennsylvania,  in  compliance  with  the  requisitions 
of  the  Act  of  Assembly,  present  their  Sixteenth  Annual 
Report  of  "the  amount  of  Expenditure,  and  the  num- 
ber of  children  educated  in  their  Schools." 

The  Lancasterian  Schools  of  the  First  District  now 
have  on  their  rolls,  (as  appears  by  the  semi-annual  re- 
turns from  the  several  sections,  duly  vouched,)  sia;/Aoti- 
sand  seven  hundred  and  sixij/seven  pupils — of  which 
number  three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirteen  are 
boys,  and  three  thous:ind  and  fifty-four  are  girls. 

The  annexed  statement  will  show  the  distribution  into 
the  various  Schools,  viz: — 

-^  Boys.     Girls.     Total. 
Model  School,  242         182-        424 

Model  Infant  School,  9S  85         180 

First  Section . 
Locust  street,  283         202         485 

North-Western,  255         241         496 

South-Western,  143  87         230 

•South-Eastern,  (new  School.)        212         167         379 
Lombard  street,  (coloured,)  198         292        490 

Second  Section. 
Northern  Liberties,  329         322         651 

1)0.     coloured  School,  69  35         104 

tCoates  street,  174  174 

Third  Section. 
Southwark,  386         368         754 

Second  street,  177  177 

Fourth  Section. 
Penn  Township  School,  288         246         534 

Sixth  Section. 
Germantown,  99  76         175 

Mnth  Section. 
Moyamensing,  200         252         452 

Tenth  Section. 
Marlboro' street,  258         213         471 

Master  street,  305         286         591 

Total,        3713       3054       6767 

In  the  Fourth,  Fifth,  part  of  Sixth,  the  Seventh  and 
Eighth  Sections,  where  Lancasterian  Schools  do  not  ex- 
ist, and  are  not  adapted  to  the  scattered  population, 
the  School  Directors  have,  duiing  the  same  period,  pla- 
ced in  the  Schools  adjacent  to  the  residence  of  the  pa- 
rents and  pupils,  one  thousand  ninety-eight  children, 
making  with  those  above  enumerated,sei)e/i  thcusnnd  eight 
hundred  and  sixty  Jive,  instructed  at  the  general  expense, 
since  the  report  of  last  year.  The  aggregaie  number  of 
children  enrolled  in  the  public  schools  of  this  District, 
since  the  adoption  of  the  present  laws,  will  thus  be 
found,  by  reference  to  the  former  returns  of  this  Board, 
to  exceed  fiftt-fitf.  thocsand,  all  of  whom  have  re- 
ceived the  benefits  of  this  practical  and  successful  mode 
of  instruction,  and  enjoyed  full  opportunity  for  acquir- 
ing the  rudiments  of  useful  learning  and  imbibiiig  the 
purest  principles  of  Christian  morals. 

'I'he  regular  expenditure  of  the  Board  during  the 
year  1833,  for  the  maintenance  and  conducting  of  the 
Lancasterian  and  other  Schools  of  the  District  (including 
the  new  schools)  does  not  essentially  vary  from  that  of 
the  preceding  season;  but  the  total  is  largely  increased 
by  payments  on  the  completion  and  furnishing  of  the 
three  new  brick  School  Houses,  mentioned  in  the  last 


•  Opened  4th  February,  1834. 

I  Opened  July  16th,   1833,    when    118   boys   were 
transferred  from  the  Northern  Liberties  School. 


annual  report,  and  the  erection  of  an  additional  one  in 
the  city,  all  of  which  are  now  in  full  operation  and  nu- 
merously attended. 

In  pursuance  of  authority  granted  by  this  Board,  the 
Directors  of  the  First  (City)  Section,  during  the  past 
season,  have  obtained  a  lot  and  erected  a  commodious 
and  excellent  brick  School  House  in  Front  street  below 
Pine,  intended  to  supply  the  want  of  such  an  establish- 
ment so  long  and  severely  felt  on  the  eastern  front  of 
the  city.  Tliis  has  been  recently  completed.  Although 
but  tlu'ee  weeks  have  elapsed  since  it  was  opened  for 
the  reception  of  pupils,  it  now  counts  near  four  hundred 
children  in  attendance,  and  gives  the  fullest  promise  of 
a  numerous  and  improving  School. 

From  the  extended  accommodations  thus  provided, 
the  Controllers  are  led  to  hope  that  it  will  not  be  requi- 
site to  incur  further  expense  during  the  coming  season 
in  the  purchase  of  ground  or  construction  of  school 
houses.  The  natural  growth  of  the  population,  how- 
ever, and  the  greater  desire  for  education,  which  they 
earnestly  strive  to  excite  in  the  minds  of  both  parents 
and  children,  will  not  allow  any  long  pause  in  multiply- 
ing edifiices  and  supplying  materials  for  the  prosecution 
of  this  great  and  indispensable  work. 

The  experimental  Infant  School  established  by  the 
Controllers  in  a  portion  of  the  Chester  street  School 
House  has  been  enlarged  during  the  summer,  and  the 
results  obtained  are  highly  satisfactory.  It  has  exhibit- 
ed, under  the  direction  of  its  accomplished  teacher,  a 
constant  and  rapid  improvement  in  the  children,  and  at 
the  same  time  has  furnished  an  admirable  Seminary  for 
the  instruction  of  Infant  School  Teachers,  numbers  of 
whom  have  regularly  devoted  their  time  to  tlie  acquire- 
ment of  practical  skill  in  conducting  these  Schools,  and 
are  believed  in  several  instances,  to  be  now  competent 
to  take  charge  of  similar  establishments. 

With  a  view  to  prepare  for  a  full  and  efficient  connec- 
tion  of  a  series  of  Infant  Schools  with  the  other  Public 
Scliools,  the  Controllers  have  recommended  the  addition 
of  one  large  room  to  each  of  the  n^jw  buildint^'s  mention- 
ed above,  in  Race  street,  in  Moyamensing,  in  Kensing- 
ton, and  in  Front  street.  These' rooms  are  finished,  and 
in  all  respects  well  adapted  to  the  purpose.  They  are 
about  40  by  75  or  80  feet,  and  will  furnish  ample  ac- 
commodation for  three  hundred  pupils  in  each,  if  so  ma- 
ny can  be  profitably  taught  in  the  same  apartment. 
Schools  have  been  ordered,  and  will  be  organized  in 
each  of  these  four  buildings  as  soon  as  the  fixtures,  &c. 
can  be  arranged. 

The  annexed  returns,  duly  certified  by  the  Account- 
ing Officers  of  the  county,  show  that  the  orders  of  this 
Board  on  the  treasury  during  the  past  year,  amounted 
to  the  sum  of  seventy-four  thousand  one  hundred  and 
seventy  dollars  and  forty-one  cents — of  which  sum, 
Lancasterian  Schools  are  charged  with  the  sum  of 
twenty-three  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty  four  dol- 
lars and  seventy  cents — Schools  not  on  Lancasterian 
plan,  with  ten  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven 
dollars  and  twenty  cents— School  furniture,  with  two 
hundred  and  ninety  eight  dollars  and  twenty-seven  cents 
— and  Real  Estate',  (which  remains  to  the  credit  of  the 
county  1  with  foriy-thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty  dol- 
lars and  twenty-four  cents. 

An  immunity,  almost  entire,  frorti  pestilential  or  epi- 
demic disease,  has  been  enjoyed  throughout  the  First 
School  District  during  the  past  year.  T  he  unusual  por- 
tion of  health  bestowed  has  permitted  an  uninterrupted 
prosecution  of  the  School  exercises,  a  blessing  which 
calls  for  grateful  and  fervent  acknowledgments  to  Di- 
vine Providence  from  our  community  at  large,  but  most 
signally  from  those  to  whose  guardianship  is  entrusted 
the  welfare,  physical  and  moral,  of  so  many  thousands  of 
youthful  pupils. 

In  their  periodical  visitations  to  the  various  Schools, 
the  Controllers  have  found  them,  almost  without  excep- 
tion, in  satisfiictory  order  and  cleanliness — under  effi- 
cient instruction,  and  management,  and  furnishing,  in 
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the  acquirements  of  the  children,  competent  evidence 
of  improvement  on  the  part  ot  the  scholars,  and  of  fideli- 
ty and  zeal  on  that  oFthe  teachers.  The  system  works 
well  in  practice,  and  certainly  continues  to  afford  in  its 
present  results,  as  well  as  in  its  capacity  fur  unlimited 
extension,  the  most  cheering  prospects  to  the  friends  ot 
public  education. 

In  presenting  this  brief  outline  of  proceedings  in  the 
sixteenth  year  of  their  labours  in  a  branch  of  public 
service  of  incalculable  importance,  the  Controllers  again 
beg  permission  most  earnestly  to  solicit  the  attention, 
influence,  and  active  co-operaiion  of  their  fellow  citizens 
"m  the  promotion  of  this  great  work.  It  is  one  to  which 
every  individual  may  efTectually  contribute  by  advice, 
exhortation,  authority,  and  explanation  afforded  to  the 
proper  subjects  for  these  establishments.  It  is  to  sound, 
practical  Christian  Education  that  we  must  look  for 
improved  morah,  judicious  industry,  for  the  mainten- 
ance of  truth,  order,  and  justice,  for  the  intelligent  as- 
sertion and  manly  support  of  those  principles  upon 
which  alone  our  free  and  happy  institutions  can  be  pre- 
served from  destruction.  This  is  a  work  which  every 
friend  of  man — every  lover  of  his  country  and  of  free- 
dom, ought  to  lend  his  most  zealous  and  unwearied  ef- 
forts to  promote — it  is  one  in  which  combined  effort  is 
demanded,  and  in  which  the  united  strength  of  the  phil- 
anthropist, the  patriot,  the  Christian — of  the  good  and 
the  wise,  will  be  sustained  by  Divine  aid,  and  ultimate- 
ly crowned  with  universal  and  triumphant  success. 

On  behalf  of  the  Controllers, 

THOMAS  DUNLAP,  President. 

Attest— Charlet  Pettit,  Secretary. 

Chamber  of  the  Controllers,  ~> 
Ftbruury  24,  1834.  3 

No.  1. 
General  Statement. 

The  Auditors  of  the  County  report,  that  there  was  a 
balance  in  favour  of  the  ControUersof  public  schools,  in 
the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  Hhiladelphia  County,  on 
the  fii'st  day  of  January,  1833,  amounting  to    $5,266  38 


Amount  received  by  the  Treasurer  for  ac- 
count oFthe  School  Fund  during  the  year 
1833,  viz. 

Foramountof  20  per  cc-nt.  on  §106,629  20 

Co.mty  Taxes  of  1832,  21,325  84 

Do.  30  per  cent,   on  gl  11,526  37^,  do  for 

1S33,  33,457  91 


Total  amount  received. 


§60,050  13 


Expenditures  0/1833. 

By  amount  of  orders  drawn  on  the  Treasur- 
er, per  account  of  scliools  on  the  Lancas- 
terian  system,  in  the  year  1833,  per  State- 
ment No,  2.  g23,124  70 

Do.  on  account  of  School  not  on  above  sys- 
tem, do.  10,127  20 

Do.  for  account  of  Schoul  Furniture,  as  per 
No.  2,  298  27 

Do.  for  account  of  Real  Estate,  No.  2.  40,620  24 


Amount  for  account  of  Schools  and  Real 

Estate,  §574,170  41 

Deduct  for  order  No,  501,  not  presented  for 

payment,  14  84 

Total,  g74,155  57 

Balance  of  cash  in  the  hands  of  Treasurer, 

on  1st  of  January,  1834,  1,955  44 

Amount  of  orders  drawn  by  former  control- 
lers, and  paid  in  1833.  16  59 


Note  — The  delay  and  deficiencies  in  the  receipt  of 
the  Scliool  Fund,  rendered  a  recourse  to  loans  necessa- 
ry, and  under  the  powers  conferred  by  law,  the  Con- 
trollers borrowed  and  paid  to  Counly  Treasurer,  during 
1833,  tiie  sum  of  831,135  31,  of  which  amount, 
$14,500  00  has  been  re-paid  to  the  lenders— ;gl6, 635  31 
remains  to  be  paid  in  the  coming  year,  1334, 


Statement  No.  2. 


Details  of  Expenditures  for  account  of  Public  Schools  on  the  Lancasterlan  System 


For  account  of  Model  School 

For  First  Section, 

For  Second   do,  .  .  .       n 

For  Third     do.  .  , 

For  Fourth    do.  ,  .   -  . 

For  Ninth      do.  .... 

For  Tenth      do. 

For  General  expenditures,  to  the  Controllers,  Model  and 
Sectional  Schools,  to  wit — for  books,  paper,  and  otlier 
stationary,  printing,  and  advertising,  maps,  premiums, 
infant  schools,  stone  coal,  salary  to  Secretary,  county 
Auditors,  interest,  and  incidental  expenses, 


Real  Estate 

22,207  74' 

322  24 

295  65 

143  78 

7,795  27 

9,855  56 


School 

Furniture. 

37  00 

77  00 

29  51 

30  62 
100  14 

24  00 


School 
Expenses, 
2,027  29 
7,153  68 
2,534  73 
2,582  68 
1,607  40 
1,814  65 
2,617  23 


§40,620  24  298  27 


Total 
2,064  29 

29,438  42 
2,886  48 
2,908  95 
1,851  32 
9,609  92 

12,496  79 


2,787  04 
64,043  21 


Schools  not  on  the  Lancasterlan  System. 
For  amount  of  Fourth  Section 


outer  Disti 
Do.         do. 
Do.         do. 
Do.        do. 
Do.        do. 
Do.         do. 

ict,                            1,338  22 
Fifth        do.       1,494  95 
Sixth        do.      2,701  50 
Seventh    do.      1,<)65  23 
Eighth      do.         588  74 
Tenth        do.     2,038  57 

expenditures  for  1833, 

10,127  41 

Total 

$74,170  41 

Controllers  of  the  Public  Schools  for  1834. 
President 


1.  Thomas  Dunlap. 


2.  T,  G.  HoUingsworth, 

3.  Charles  E.  Cathrall, 

4.  Geoi'ge  M.  Wharton, 

5.  George  M.  Justice, 

6.  John  Oakford, 

7.  Morton  M' Michael, 

Secretary— CAar/«i  Pellit. 


8.  Jonathan  Thomas, 
9.  Joseph  Bockius, 

10.  Evan  \V.  I'homas,  jr. 

11.  Jacob  J.  Snyder, 

12.  Ch.arles  Norris. 
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From  the  Harrisburg  Reporter. 

PENNSYLVANIA  BANKS. 

As  the  Govei-nor  has  recommended  to  the  Legisla- 
ture to  pass  a  law  obliging  the  State  Banks  to  loan  to 
the  Commonwealth  one-fifth  of  the  capital  stock  paid 
in,  according  to  a  provision  in  their  charter,  we  have 
inserted  the  following  table,  showing  in  the  first  co- 
lumn the  capital  stock  of  each  Bank  paid  in,  m  the  se- 
cond, the  amount  which  each  Bank  would  be  requu-ed 
to  loan  to  the  State;  and  in  tlie  third,  the  sum  which 
the  Commonwealth  now  owes  to  the  several  Banks. 
BANKS  IN  THE  CITY  AND  COUNTY  OF  PHIL- 
ADELPHIA. 


Capital 

5  per  ct. 
pledged. 

Alreadi) 

stuck. 

loaned. 

to  Slate. 

Bank  of  Pennsylvania      2,500,000 

not  lia. 

00 

Philadelphia 
Farmers'  and  Mechar 

1,800,000 

90,000 

50,000 

lies' 1,260,000 

62,500 

00 

North  America 

1,000,000 

50,000 

20,000* 

Girard 

1,500,000 

75,000 

25,000' 

1,000,000 

50,000 

25,000» 

Schuylkill 

981,145 

49,557 

25,000" 

Mechanics 

700,000 

35,000 

00 

Western 

408,470 

20,423 

00 

Southwark 

250,000 

12,500 

00 

Penn  Township 

249,720 

12,486 

00 

Northern  Liberties 

246,850 

12,342 

lO.OOO" 

Manufacturers    and 

Me- 

chanics 

237,665 

11,893 

00 

Kensington 

199.500" 

6,975 

00 

Moyamensing 

125,000 

6,250 

00 

Germantown 

152.500 

7,625 

00 

$502,521 


COUNTRY  BANKS. 

Farmers'  Bank  of  Bucks 
County 

Doylestown 

Northampton 

Easton 

Wyoming 

Northumberland 

Pottsville 

Reading 

Montgomery  County 

Delaware  County 

Chester  County 

Farmers',  Lancaster 

Lancaster 

Columbia  Bridge  Com- 
pany 

Lebanon 

Middletown 

Harrisburg 

York 

Carlisle 

Gettysburg 

Chambersburg 

Pittsburg 

Merchants'  and  Manufac- 
turers', Pittsburg 

Monongahela 

Erie 


60,000 

3,000 

00 

30,000 

1,500 

00 

124,640 

6,233 

00 

298,770 

14,938 

52,000* 

58,135 

2,906 

00 

100,000 

5,000 

00 

199,870 

9,993 

00 

300,360 

15,018 

00 

133,650 

6,682 

60,000 

104,350 

5,217 

00 

210,000 

10,500 

00 

400,000 

20,000 

25,000 

139,102 

6,955 

16,000* 

395,000 

19,750 

00 

58,615 

2,930 

00 

75,195 

3,759 

00 

158,525 

7,925 

50.000 

168,720 

8,436 

30,000* 

203,475 

10,173 

00 

122,333 

6,116 

00 

257,032 

12,851 

00 

568,565 

28,428 

85,0001 

174,845 

8,742 

00 

107,271 

5,363 

00 

25,640 

1,282 

00 

Total  Country  Banks 
Total  City  Bank 


Total  amount  of  5  per  cent. 
Deductloanof  1829 


$223,687^440,000 
502,521    225,000* 


$726,208  $215,000 
202,500 


$523,708 


The  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  is  not  liable  to  be  called 
upon,  and  we  do  not  know  but  one  or  two  others  are. 
If  the  Easton  bank,  the  Harrisburg  bank,  the  bank  of 
Montgomery  county,  and  the  Farmers  bank  of  Lancas- 
ter, are  not  liable  to  be  called  upon  on  account  of  loans 
wliicli  tliey  have  already  made  to  the  State,  then  the 
sum  of  4:549,716  is  to  be  deducted  from  tlie  $523,708, 
leaving  g473.992,  the  sum  which  the  State  can  realize 
by  the  passage  of  a  law  to  compel  the  State  Banks  to 
loan  to  the  Commonwealth  5  per  cent,  on  their  capital 
stock. 

There  will  be  still  a  further  deduction  if  some  of  the 
other  Banks  are  not  obliged  by  their  charters  to  loan  5 
per  cent. 

^[J^  Since  the  above  was  in  type,  we  have  ascertain- 
ed that  the  following  banks  are  exempted.  They  com- 
plied with  the  requisition  of  their  charters  by  tak- 
in,^  the  following  forced  loan,  per  act  of  7th  December, 
1829. 

Philadelphia  Bank  g90,000 

Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  Bank       62,500 
Bank  of  North  America  50,000 


§202,500 


•  Of  the  late  temporary  loan  by  the  liable  banks. 
I  Of  this  sum  §30,000  is  of  the  late  loan. 


GIRARD   BANK. 
STOCKHOLDER'S  MEETING. 

The  following  is  submitted  as  the  result  of  the  legal 
opinion  of  John  M.  Scott,  and  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll, 
Esquires,  upon  the  various  points  it  embraces,  for  the 
government  of  the  Stockholders  of  the  Girard  Bank,  at 
their  special  meeting  on  Monday,  the  17th  inst.  called 
by  themselves  under  a  provision  of  the  charter,  "  inre- 
liition  to  the  Government  Deposits,  and  other  business 
connected  with  that  institution." 

1.  Upon  any  question  submitted  to  or  pending  before 
a  meeting  of  the  Stockholders,  each  Stockholder  pre- 
sent is  entitled  to  one  and  only  one  vote,  whatever  may 
be  the  number  of  shares  he  holds,  and  no  stock  can  be 
voted  by  proxy. 

3.  All  persons  holding  stock  at  the  time  of  the  meet- 
ing will  be  entitled  to  vote,  no  matter  how  recently 
they  may  have  become  possessors  of  it. 

3.  The  action  of  such  meeting,  so  far  as  it  is  intend- 
ed to  have  a  legal  operation  upon  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors, mast  be  confined  to  the  subject  specially  set  forth 
in  the  call.  Consequently  the  only  subject  upon  which 
the  Stockholders  of  the  Girard  Bank  can  act,  with  this 
view,  at  their  meeting  of  the  17th  inst.  is  that  of  the 
Government  Deposits. 

4.  The  right  to  vote  at  such  meeting  belongs  exclu- 
sively to  the  persons  in  whose  names  the  stock  stands 
on  the  books  of  the  Bank,  whether  owned  or  held  as 
security  for  money  loaned,  by  the  persons  in  whose 
names  it  stands. 

5.  Any  action  or  resolution,  will  be  valid,  if  within 
the  terms  of  the  call,  which  may  be  adopted  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Stockholders  voting  at  such  meeting  with- 
out regard  to  the  amount  of  stock  which  may  be  held 
by  sucii  majority  in  a  case  like  the  present. 

6.  The  Directors  are  not  bound  to  obey  instructions 
from  the  Stockholders,  nor  can  any  action  of  the  Board 
of  Directors,  properly  taken  in  reference  to  the  man- 
agement of  the  institution,  be  controlled  or  impaired  by 
the  wishes  of  the  Stockholders  however  expressed. 
The  directors  have  authority,if  they  are  willing  to  incur 
the  weight  of  the  moral  responsibility,  to  act  upon  their 
own  views  though  in  opposition  to  those  of  the  Stock- 
holders. 

Published  by  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

WM.  D.  LEWIS,  Cashier. 
Girard  Bank,  March  13, 1834. 


HAZARD'iS 

REGISTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 


DEVOTED   TO   THB   PRESKKVATION   OF    EVBRT    KIND    OF   USEFCt  INFORMATION    HE8PECTINO   THE   STATE. 

EDITED  BY  SAMUEL  HAZARD. 


VOLi.  XIII.-NO.  12.       PHILADELPHIA,  MARCH  22,  1834.       NO.  324. 


HEPORT  ON  THE  CURRENCY  OF  THE  STATE. 

Report  of  the  committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  the 

Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  on   the  Currency  and 

Finances  of  the  State: — Mb.  Keating,  Chairman. 

Read  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  March  1,  1834. 

The  committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  were 
referred 

1st.  So  much  of  the  Governor's  message  of  the  4th  of 
December  last,  as  relates  to  the  finances  of  the  Com- 
monwealth: 

2d  and  3d.  The  messages  from  the  Governor  of  the 
21st  of  January  and  of  the  26th  of  February,  and  who 

4th.  By  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
passed  on  the  20th  of  December  last,  were  "directed 
to  inquire  into  the  present  state  of  the  currency,  and  its 
probable  effects  upon  the  credit  of  this  Commmon- 
wealth;  and  also  to  inquire  how  tar  the  public  interests 
might  be  promoted  by  the  continuation  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  under  a  charter 
from  this  Commonwealth,  should  its  present  charter 
not  be  renewed  by  the  United  States,"  REPORT: 

That  they  have  devoted  to  the  subjects  referred  to 
them  all  the  care  and  reflection  consistent  with  the  time 
which  has  elapsed  since  they  were  committed  to  them. 

From  the  first  moment  of  their  investigation,  they 
were  alarmed  at  the  contemplation  of  the  very  serious 
crisis,  which,  it  became  apparent  to  them,  our  financial 
concerns  were  approacliing. 

The  condition  of  our  money  market  had  materially 
changed  in  a  short  time,  and  the  effects  of  this  change 
were  already  sensibly  felt  in  every  branch  of  trade  and 
industry.  A  personal  visit  to  our  conimercial  metropo- 
lis, and  a  careful  scrutiny  into  the  various  facts  and 
statements  which  werecommunicated  to  them,  have  led 
them  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  pressure  upon  our  com- 
munity is  at  this  moment  alarmingly  great;  exceeding 
any  which  has  befallen  it  within  the  memory  of  those 
among  us,  who  have  not  far  advanced  beyond  the  meri- 
dian of  life.  The  committee  are  aware  that  the  exis- 
tence of  this  pressure  has  been  denied  by  light  and  un- 
reflecting persons,  and  considered  doubtful  by  others  of 
graver  character;  but  they  believe  that  no  one  having 
any  respect  for  his  reputation,  who  has  carefully  inquir- 
ed into  it,  will  at  this  time  be  hardy  enough  to  deny  its 
reality.  Lest,  however,  the  committee  should  be  sup- 
posed to  have  erroneously  or  hastily  admitted  it,  they 
proceed  briefly  to  state  some  of  the  evidences  of  it, 
which  have  come  under  their  personal  knowledge. 

Of  these,  perhaps,  no  safer  test  exists,  than  that  which 
is  furnished  by  the  stock  exchange.  This  exhibits  a  de- 
cline of  from  ten  to  thirty  per  cent  in  the  value  of 
stocks;  affecting  all  of  them  more  or  less,  and  leaving 
none  untouched.  Even  those  favorite  investments, 
which  ate  deemed  free  from  all  chance  of  losses,  or  from 
vicissitudes  in  their  dividends,  have  undergone  great 
depressions;  as  we  shall  have  occasion  hereafter  to 
show. 

Next  to  these,  the  rate  of  exchange  on  England  may 
be  considered  as  a  safe  test  of  the  relative  slate  of  the 
money  markets  of  London  and  the  United  Stales.  At 
this  moment,  when  the  value  of  the  silver  dollar  is  in 
England  4».  \0d.  (by  the  latest  advices)  exchange  on 
England  has  been  sold  as  low  as  from  98  to  100.  On  the 
Vol.  XIH.  23 


12th  of  February,  98i  was  the  price  paid  in  New  York. 
It  is  lower  than  any  paid  for  more  than  thirteen  years 
past.  The  committee  are  advised,  that  since  1820,  the 
rate  of  exchange  has  never  been  below  three  per  cent, 
advance.  In  1820  it  ranged  from  par  to  3i  per  cent, 
premium;  at  present  it  is  2  percent,  below  par.  'I'he 
following  table,  (which  we  believe  to  be  accurate,)  ex- 
hibits the  fluctuations  of  exchange  during  a  lapse  of 
years — 

Rates  of  exchange  on  London  from  1821  to  1833,  in- 
clusive; exhibiting  the  lowest  cash  price  on  any  packet 
day  in  each  month  for  prime  bills.  The  highest  price, 
during  the  time,  was  14  per  cent,  in  February,  1832. 


1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1825 
1826 
1827 
1828 
1829 
1830 
1831 
1832 
1833 
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These  rates  are  however  merely  nominal  ones.  As- 
suming the  value  of  the  Spanish  dollar,  as  it  now  is  in 
the  English  market,  and  deducting  the  expenses  of  im- 
portation, including  loss  of  interest  and  insurance,  we 
conclude,  that  a  merchant  now  purchasing  a  bill  at  98J 
percent,  and  remitting  it  to  England  and  receiving  his 
returns  in  Spanish  dollars,  would  obtain  a  clear  profit  of 
about  5  to  5J  per  cent.  This  tact  alone  evinces  the  va- 
'  lue  of  money  in  our  market  and  proves  the  great  sacri- 
fice under  which  those,  who  have  funds  in  England,  are 
disposed  to  draw  tliem;  and  the  little  anxiety  there  is  on 
the  part  of  the  European  capitalist  to  remit  his  funds  to 
this  country;  a  result  the  more  striking,  as  the  latest  ad- 
vices from  England  establish  the  fact  of  the  great  abun- 
dance of  money  there;  as  is  shown  by  the  loan  lately 
concluded  by  the  Messrs.  Rothschild  for   two  millions 
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sterling,  nearly  ten  millions  of  dollars,  at  the  rate  of  two 
and  a  half  per  cent,  per  annum. 

Another  evidence  of  tl>e  pressure  is  found  in  the  ex- 
travagant prices  which  are  now  paid  for  the  discount  of 
notes;  and  which  the  committee  are  assured  has  of  late 
been  not  less  than  from  l^to  2  per  cem.  per  month,  for 
the  very  best  paper  in  the  market,  and  which  has  risen 
even  to  3  per  cent,  in  many  casts,  where  the  security 
of  the  re  imbursement  of  the  debt  was  unquestionable. 

A  still  more  painful  proof  is  exhibited  in  the  number 
of  heavy  failures,  which  have  lately  occurred  both  in 
Philadelphia  and  New  York.  In  the  latter  city  there 
have  been  not  less  than  fifty  failures;  and  in  most  cases, 
we  observe  them  among^  men  of  high  standing  and  of 
unquestionable  character — men  also  possessed  of  un- 
doubted fortunes,  but  whose  credit  is  impaired  in  these 
days,  not  by  an  actual  surplus  of  their  debits  over  their 
credits,  but  by  the  impossibility  of  making  the  latter 
immediately  available  to  meet  the  former. 

The  actual  dearth  of  means  has  broken  up  many  of 
our  manufacturing  establishments;  and  compelled  large 
manufacturers,  (the  names  of  whom  are  before  the  com- 
mittee,) either  to  curtail  in  part  their  operations,  or  in 
some  cases  to  stop  them  altogether. 

Comparing  this  state  of  the  country  with  the  pros- 
perity which  prevailed  at  this  time  bst  year,  the  inves- 
tigation becomes  both  painful  as  to  the  present,  and 
alarming  as  to  the  future. 

In  his  annual  message  to  the  Legislature,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  last  session,  the  Governor  of  the  State 
depicted  the  prosperity  of  the  country  in  terms,  which, 
however  true  then,  it  might  be  deemed  mockery  at  this 
time  of  distress,  to  cite.  In  the  able  report  submitted 
to  the  House  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  on  the  22d  of  March  last,  he  congratulated 
"  the  House  upon  the  unexampled  prosperity  of  our 
financial  condition,  as  demonstrated  by  the  fact  that  the 
requisite  loans  are  obtained  at  a  higher  premium  than 
has  ever  been  received  by  the  similar  operations  of  any 
state  or  country." 

In  like  manner  the  committee  on  Banks  in  their  report 
of  January  31,  1833,  did  "  not  hesitate  to  congratulate 
the  Commonwealth  on  the  possession  of  a  currency, 
which  unites  all  the  requisites  of  a  perfect  circulating 
medium,  consisting  entirely  of  the  precious  metals  and 
Bank  notes  convertible  into  them." 

This  state  of  prosperity  seems  to  have  been  very 
slightly  impaired  during  the  last  winter,  as  the  Govern- 
or announced  to  this  Legislature  at  the  opening  of  the 


present  session,  that  "The  loan  of  g2,240,661  44  au- 
thorized by  the  act  of  the  16th  of  February  last,  (1833,) 
after  the  usual  notice,  had  been  taken  by  Dr.  Jesse  R. 
Burden;  he  agreeing  to  pay  $113  51  in  money  for  every 
glOO  in  stock,  bearing  an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  per 
annum;  and  that  of  530,000,  directed  to  be  made  by 
the  act  of  the  27th  of  March  last,  was  taken,  after  simi- 
lar notice,  by  Messrs.  S.  &  M.  Allen,  of  the  City  of  Phila- 
delphia, at  §114  in  money  for  every  $100  in  stock,  bear- 
ing a  like  interest,  they  having  previously  become  pos- 
sessed of  the  first  mentioned  loan,  by  transfer  from  the 
original  holder." 

The  hopes  then  entertained  were  not  realized;  and 
the  Governor's  Message  of  January  21,  1834,  has  pre- 
sented to  the  Legislature,  and  to  the  people,  the  new, 
and  (it  is  believed)  unparalleled  instance  in  our  history, 
of  the  failure  of  a  contractor  for  our  loans  to  meet  his 
engagements  with  the  Commonwealth.  The  fact  of  the 
inability  of  the  Messrs.  Aliens  to  pay  the  remaining  in- 
stalments of  the  loan,  to  the  amount  (including  premi- 
um) of  $827,890  22,  and  the  subsequent  failure  of  this 
respectable  house  (at  a  time  when,  from  careful  exami- 
nation it  appears,  that  after  full  allowances  for  all  losses 
upon  Pennsylvania  and  other  stocks,  their  net  available 
assets  exceed  the  total  liabilities  of  their  concerns,  by  a 
sum  of  more  than  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,)  are 
among  the  awful  evidencesof  the  very  sudden  catastro- 
phies  which  may  afTect  the  financial  concerns  of  a  com- 
mercial country,  by  ill  advised  or  injudicious  measures 
on  the  part  of  its  rulers;  and  the  committee  cannot  re- 
frain from  expressing  their  opinion  that  a  due  sense  of 
morality  revolts  at  the  idea  of  the  evils,  entailed  upon 
faithful  and  enterprising  citizens,  by  the  adoption  of 
measures  of  government,  equally  unforeseen  and  uncal- 
led for. 

It  is  true,  that  at  the  time  when  Dr.  Burden  effected 
his  loan  there  were  many,  who  predicted  the  dangers  to 
which  the  currency  of  the  country  might  be  exposed  in 
the  course  of  a  twelvemonth;  and  hence  by  some  it  was 
deemed  a  hazardous  undertaking  for  those  who  had  not 
previously  made  preparations  for  the  diffusion  of  the 
stock  abroad,  to  venture  so  deeply  into  a  speculation, 
which  all  cautious  men  considtred  as  made  on  terms 
more  advantageous  to  the  Commonwealth,  than  desira- 
ble to  the  contractor. 

Comparing  the  prices  of  the  Philadelphia  and  New 
York  stock  markets  at  various  periods  ofthe  years  1833 
and  1834,  as  exhibited  by  actual  sales  reported  by  bro- 
kers, we  observe  the  following  depressions: 


TABLE  of  actual  sales  of  stocks  in  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  from  February,  1833,  to  February  1834. 


STOCKS. 

Par 

Feb 

Mar. 

April. 

May 

June. 

July. 

August. 

September. 

"a.5  pr.ctsdue  1841 

100 

106 

106 

105} 

109} 

"       1853 

113 

112 

112i 

112 

"       1854 

'• 

113i 

112i 

113 

112 

112} 

112itoll0* 

«'       1858 

«' 

116 

114 

114i 

116} 

Bank  ofthe  U.  S. 

«< 

104 

109 

110  to  112^ 

llli  toll3 

112ito  114 

112} to  109 

lllj  toll3| 

110  to  107} 

"  of  Pennsylvania 

400 

549 

552 

548 

"     Philadelphia 

100 

114 

117i 

115^ 

116} 

117 

"     Commercial 

50 

65 

63 

67} 

69} 

69 

"     Farm.Sc  Mecha 

" 

68i 

68f 

70 

71 

68| 

68i 

69} 

70i. 

"     Mechanics' 

35 

52i 

52J 

53| 

55 

54 

58 

"     Girard 

50 

sn 

60 

en 

60 

59? 

61 

6U  to  67i 

"  Western 

" 

63 

63 

64^ 

65 

64 

64 

64  to  56 

55 

N.Orleans  Canal  B'k 

100 

118 

119 

113} 

114J 

114 

City 

<• 

113 

115 

114ito  111 

Schuyl.  Naviga.  Co. 

50 

107 

115 

ll7itol29 

125 

127i 

124  to  126J 

125  to  118} 

120 

Delaw.&.  Hud.  Canal 

100 

N.Cast.&f.  T.  R.R 

25 

42J  to  43J 

43 

37i  to  39i 

40to38J 

38J  to  40J 

40 

Camd.&  Amb.  I{    U 

100 

148 

155 

160 

U7i  to  140 

138 

138 

139 

Mohawk 

'• 

Saratoga               " 

" 

(Tabls  continued  on  opposite  page.) 
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TABLE— Contiuiied. 


STOCKS. 

October. 

November. 

December. 

January. 

Last  Sales 

known  to  us.  1  Dividends. 

Pa.  Spercts.  due  in  1841 

lOli 

99 

February    15  Feb.  &  Aug. 

«       1853 

107 

104i 

100 

14      «         ..^ 

"                  "        1854 

llOitolOSi 

107i 

100 

18      " 

"        1858 

99 

<<           <<      ((          <i 

Bank  oftheU.  States 

109  to  lorj 

lOTi  to  lOSi 

106  J 

103 

103  J 

27  Jan.  &  July. 

"          Pennsylvania 

532 

520 

520  to  525 

520 

..      ..          ./ 

Philadelphia 

120  to  119 

115 

113i 

lOOJ 

25  May  &  Nov. 

"        Commercial 

68  to  65 

60 

60 

21       '« 

"         Farm.&  Mechan. 

69|  to  72 

67i 

62 

18 

<<         t( 

"         Mechanics 

57i 

54 

52 

46 

21 

<c               <| 

"         Girard 

67to69i 

64  to  60| 

67i  to  54 

S5i 

27 

•«         « 

•«         Western 

57i 

57 

59 

52 

51 

ti           <> 

<■          << 

N.  Orleans  Canal  Bank 

114Jto  112 

111 

107J 

97  to  94 

95 

25'june&Dec. 

City 

112toll4i 

105i 

97  to  96i 

99 

"|March&.Sep. 

Schuyl.  Navigation  Co. 

115 

112^ 

110  to  98 

102i 

94 

"         227eb.  &  Aug. 

Uelaw.  &  Hudson  Canal 

123  to  121i 

99i  to  91 

76  to  68i 

76 

"         25,June  &  Dec. 

N.Castle&F.  T.  Ul.Ud. 

38i  to  39i 

38 

40J 

35i 

.(           11 

Jan.  &  July. 

Camd.  &  Amb.  Rail  Road 

125 

121 

27 

H                  <(  ' 

Mohawk 

114itoll7 

90  to  82^ 

H7  to  87i 

14 

Saratoga                  " 

109  to  112 

95  to  90 

90  to  90i 

"           " 

This  pressure  appears  to  be  neither  limited  in  its  ex- 
tent, nor  local  in  its  character.  The  memorials  pre- 
sented to  Congress  by  immense  meetings  of  citizens  of 
Massachusetts,  New  York.New  Jersey,  North  Carolina, 
Georgia  and  other  States  are  conclusive  evidences,  that 
the  same  evils  are  felt  at  a  distance.  The  presses  of 
almost  all  our  Western  and  Southern  States,have,with- 
out  distinction  of  party,admitted  its  existence. 

In  our  own  Commonwealth  large  meetings  have  been 
held  in  distant  sections  of  our  country,  and  the  unpar- 
alleled number  of  signatures  attached  to  the  memorials 
from  the  cities  of  Philadelphia,  and  Pittsburg,  and  from 
the  counties  of  Berks,  Northampton,  Schuylkill,  Ches- 
ter, Lancaster,  &c.  are  among  the  painful  evidences  of 
severe  and  heart-rending  distress. 

In  proceeding  to  inquire  into  the  sources  of  it,  we 
readily  discover,  that  no  ordinary  cause  could  have  pro- 
duced so  sudden  and  so  general  a  prostration,  as  that 
which  we  witness.  The  change  in  the  prices  of  our 
stocks  has  been  too  rapid  to  be  the  result  of  any  but  ex- 
traordinary cau.ses. 

In  comparing  the  prices  obtained  in  1832  and  1833, 
we  observe  a  diminution  in  the  latter  of  about  one  and 
one-third  per  cent.;  while  in  1834,  no  proposals  what- 
ever have  yet  been  obtained,  and  even  a  small  tempora- 
ry loan  has  been  with  difficulty  negotiated.  The  slight 
depression,  which  was  felt  last  winter  appears  to  have 
increased  in  August  and  September,  from  which  mo- 
ment it  has  been  uninterruptedly  felt,  and  has  been  ac- 
companied by  a  pressure  in  the  money  market,  which 
seems  to  reach  at  this  moment  a  point  almost  unknown 
in  our  country. 

And  yet,  during  this  t'me,  no  physical  convulsions, 
no  revolutions  or  disturbances  at  home, or  abroad,  have 
pccurred  to  produce  it;  our  foreign  commerce  has  met 
with  no  serious  or  unforeseen  losses.  The  whole  world 
is  at  peace;  no  belligerent  powers  have  again  ventured 
to  question  our  rights  of  neutrality.  At  home,  the  last 
twelve  months  were  marked  by  an  unusual  degree  of 
health.  Our  crops  both  in  1832  and  1833,  were  fair 
averages;  the  value  in  foreign  markets  of  our  staples 
has  been  such  as  to  encourage  our  industry.  The  rise 
in  the  price  of  cotton  in  Europe  is  calculated  to  benefit 
the  whole  country.  With  so  many  sources  of  wealth 
and  happiness  around  us,  it  must  be  our  own  fault,  the 
rrsult  of  misrule  and  misgovernraeni,  if  the  country 
be  so  much  depressed. 

From  the  fable  previously  inserted,  we  have  selected 
the  stock  of  the  Schuylkill  Navigation  Company  as  a 
fair  standard  of  the  condition  of  the  money  exchange; 
because  it  is  one  of  established  and  accredited  value  in 


the  Philadelphia  market.  The  works  of  that  company 
are  altogether  within  our  State;  and  subject  to  our  ex- 
clusive Legislation.  They  have  been  several  years  in 
successful  operation  Their  profits  depend  upon  a 
large  and  inexhaustible  trade;  the  returns  of  which 
being  published  weekly,  keep  up  public  confidence,  by 
removing  any  uncertainty  or  doubt  as  to  the  condition 
of  the  works,  or  as  to  the  extent  of  their  usefulne.ss. 
In  the  ordinary  course  of  events,  this  stock  is  now  re- 
lieved from  all  the  usual  contingencies  of  new  and 
untried  schemes.  The  trade  upon  that  canal  can  at  no 
time  materially  decline;  it  must  on  the  contrary  gradu- 
ally increase  until  it  shall  attain  the  maximum  of  which 
the  capacity  of  the  works  will  admit;  and  the  dividends, 
far  from  being  materially  depressed,  must  continue  to 
increase  until  they  shall  reach  the  maximum  permitted 
by  law. 

-The  prices  of  this  slock  are  therefore  a  fair  test  of 
the  condition  of  the  money  market. 

They  have  varied  as  follows: 
In  1833,  in  June  it  sold  for  $ 


July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
1834  "January 
February 


124 
118i 


92i 


127Aforg50i 

126^ 

125 

120 

115 

112J 

98 
102i 

94 


lid. 


The  dividends  made  for  the  last  two  years  were  as  fol- 
lows. 

In  August  1832        5  per  cent. 

February         1833         5 
August  "  6 

February         1834        5 
That  the  depression  since  July  last  was  not  occasion- 
ed by  a  diminution  in  the  business  of  the  company  will 
appear  from  the  following  statement,  for  which  we  are 
indebted  to  its  officers. 

The  receipts  fi-om  tolls  by  the  Schuylkill  Navigation 
Company,  were  in  1833 — 

In  April       34,740  22  July         45,842  18 

May        41,584  91  August   38,635  17 

June        42,214  30  Sept.       47,523  04 


$118,539  43 


g  132,000  39 


Thus  showing  an  increase  of  business  in  the  2d  quar- 
ter over  that  of  the  Ist  quarter,  of  the  summer  opera- 
tions. 

With  all  these  facts  known  to  the  public,  the  stock, 
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which  at  this  time  last  year  sold  for  about  5gl22,  and 
which  in  June  last  sold  at  gl27i,  is  now  worth  only 
from  S92i  to  $94,. 

These  changes  have  by  some  persons  been  ascribed 
to  an  actual  scarcity  of  money  in  the  country.  This  the 
committee  do  not  admit  to  be  the  case.  Money,  that  is 
to  say,  specie,  is  perhaps  as  abundant  now  in  the  Unit- 
ed States,  as  almost  at  any  former  time:  certainly  more 
so  than  it  was  at  this  time  last  year. 
The  returns  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 

States  shew,    that  its  specie    on  the 

Istof  January,  1833,  was  8,951,847  60 

Do.      do.       1834,    do.  10,031,237  72 


Exhibiting  an  increase  of 


gl,079,390  12 


Southern  States,  we  find  that  the   coinage  was  as  fol- 

The  aggregate  of  5 
1828  inclusive 

For  the  year  1829 
1830 
1831 
1832 
1833 

years 

from  1824 

to 

gl09,000 
140,000 
466,000 
520,000 
678.000 
868,000 

Shewing  a  coinage  of  American  gold  to  the 

amount  of                                                       ^2,781,000 

In  the  Pennsylvania  State  Banks  the  specie  was 
On  the  3d  of  November,  1832  2,954,047  44 

5th  do.         1833  2,909,105  66 


This  coinage,  which  has  been  constantly  increasing 
for  a  few  years  past,  and  which  there  is  every  reason  to 
I  believe  will   continue   to   increase    for  many  years  to 


Having  fallen  off  only 


$44,941  78 


In  the  State  Banks  of  the  State  of  New  York, the  spe- 
cie in  the  Safety  Fund  Banks  was 

In  58  Banks,  on  the  1st  of  Jan   1833         gl,792,392  81 
66        do.  Istof  Jan.  1834  2,196,957  79 


Having  in  the  Banks  subject  to  (hat  fund 

an  increased  quantity  of  specie  of*  $404,564  98 


The  annual  importations  and  exportations  of  specie 
into  and  from  the  United  States,  are  certified  by  the 
Register  of  the  Treasury,  to  be,  for  the  year  ending 
Sept.  30,  1833. 

Gold.  Silver.  Total. 

Importations        $335,118        4,147,386         4,482,504 
Exportations  472,791         1,291,299         1,764,090 


Excess  of  importations  over  exportations     §2,718,414 


Taking  a  lapse  of  several  years  we  find  the  importa- 
tions and  exportations  of  gold  and  silver  Bullion  and 
specie  for  five  years  from  1828  to  1832,bolh  inclusive,as 
follows: 

Importations. 

Gold  Bullion  563,767 

•«    Specie  3,571,029 

Silver  Bullion  3,774,512 

"     Specie  28,393,512 


Exportations, 
U.S.  Gold  and  Sil- 
ver coin  5,704,483 
Foreign     do.     do.     23,486,524 


Bullion 


818,955 


Excess  of  importations  over  exportations       §6,292,858 


and  Vanfand's  table 


come,  constitutes,  however,  but  a  portion  of  the  gold 
obtained  from  that  region;  in  the  opinion  of  the  expe- 
rienced director  of  our  Mint,  not  much  exceeding  one- 
half  the  quantity  which  it  produces. 

Whether  therefore  we  consider  the  returns  of  specie 
made  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  by  our  State 
Banks,  and  by  the  Banks  of  the  State  of  New  York,  or 
the  returns  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  as  to  the  Im- 
portations and  Exportations  of  last  year;  or  the  tablt-s 
for  several  years  past,  whicl)  were  published  by  careful 
compilers,  or  the  produce  and  coinage  of  gold  from  our 
mines  for  a  term  of  years,  we  will  have  no  reason  to 
doubt,  that  specie  is  at  this  moment  as  abundant,  if  not 
more  so,  than  it  was  last  year,  and  probably  more  so, 
than  it  has  been  for  several  years  past.  A  fact  well 
according  with  the  experience  of  all,  who  travel  ex- 
tensively through  the  country;  and  who  have  observed, 
that  there  is  no  scarcity  of  it  for  the  purposes  of  change, 
throughout  Pennsylvania;  except  perhaps  in  some  of 
our  remotest  counties,  distant  from  any  banks,  and  bor- 
dering upon  those  States,  which  still  permit  the  issue  of 
bank  notes  of  small  denomination. 

The  true  cause  of  the  pressure  in  the  money  market 
is  to  be  found  most  unquestionably,  as  the  committee 
believe,  in  the  destruction  of  all  confidence  created  in 
the  commercial  community,  by  the  present  alarming 
state  of  our  affairs.  When  an  entire  change  of  the 
whole  financial  arrangements  of  a  country  is  apparent; 
when  those  who  wield  the  power  of  the  Union  distinct- 
■  ly  avow  a  determined  purpose  to  make  experiments  up- 
'  on  the  great  interests  of  the  country, and  to  pursue  their 
measures  until  they  shall  be  satisfied  of  their  inefficacy; 
'  however  destructive  such  experiments  may  be  to  the 
36,302,820  [  pledged  faith  of  the  country,  however  repulsive  to  the 
I  first  principles  of  political  science,  however  opposed  to 
I  the  lessons  of  experience  and  history ,it  can  be  no  matter 
of  surprise,  that  the  whole  community  should  be  alarm- 
ed; that  each  individual  should  endeavor  to  draw  to 
himself  all  his  resources;  and  that  that  mutual  confidence 
and  support,  which  constitute  the  basis  of  commercial 
prosperity  and  security  should  instantaneously  cease  tq 
exist.  The  results  of  this  want  of  confidence  might  be 
easily  foreseen, and  experience  shows  that  all  have  been 
produced  in  this  case.  The  circulation  of  our  paper 
mone)'  becomes  more  contracted,  or  more  dangerous; 
a  panic   is  created;  all  private  paper  transactions  are 


30,009,962 


[Extract  from   Wallenstein' 
quoted  at  second  hand."] 

Taking  the  rfcturns  of  the  U.  S.  Mint  for  the  coinage 
of    Gold,    produced    from   the    gold   region   of    our  j  checked;  drafts,  promissory  notes,   bills  of  exchange 
^___ (the  value  of  all   of  which   consists  in  the   confidence 

*  This  increased  specie  does  not  indicate  in  those  1  placed  in  the  solvency  and  fidelity  of  the  drawers,  in- 
Banks  an  increased  strength  as  will  appear  from  the  \  dorsers,  or   acceptors,)  become  worth  no  more  than  a 


following  summary  of  the  two  last  Reports  of  the  New 
York  Bank  Commissioners: 

Capital.         Circulation.         Specie. 
Jan.  1,  1833, 

In  58  Banks  20,175,800    12,215,926  13     1,792,392  81 
Jan.  1,  1834, 
In  68  Bunks  22,730,264    15,402,705  54    2,196,957  79 


Increase  m 
1833, 


2,544,464      3,186,779  41         404,564  98 


blank  sheet  of  paper.  The  facilities  for  commercial 
exchanges  (both  domestic  and  foreign)  being  destroy-r 
ed,  all  mercantile  transactions  are  paralysed;  and  we  re- 
turn suddenly  from  a  high  state  of  trading  prosperity  to 
the  contracted  intercourse  of  nations  that  deal  exclu- 
sively by  barter.  These  results  have  been  apparent  in 
our  cities,  and  their  influence  must  soon  be  felt  all  over 
the  country;  not  a  cabin, however  humble,  can  hope  to 
be  beyond  its  reach. — All  the  floating  capital,  which  of 
late  assisted  in  any  judicious  enterprize  is  now  hoarded 
up  with  more  than  miserly  care:  for  who  that  has,  by 
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hard  toil  and  industry,  secured  to  himself  and  to  those 
dependent  on  him, the  means  of  livelihood,  will  be  wil- 
ling' to  risk  it  in  schemes  liable  to  be  affected  by  the 
experiments  of  those  in  power?  In  order  to  appreciate 
the  extent  to  which  a  pressure  may  be  produced  by 
such  causes,  it  is  well  to  oear  in  mind  the  ample  range 
given  to  the  term  "circulating  medium"  or  "currency"' 
of  a  country,  by  Mr.  Gallatin,  who  extends  it  to  "what- 
ever commodity  or  species  of  paper  may,  by  law  or 
general  consent,  be  universally  received  in  any  country 
in  exchange  of  every  other  commodity, and  in  payment 
of  all  debts."  That  general  consent  depends.of  course, 
upon  general  confidence,  and  ceases  as  the  latter  is  with- 
drawn. To  what  extent  this  system  of  credit  transac- 
tions may  ramify,  when  founded  upon  a  safe  basis,  we 
learn  from  the  fact,  that  while  the  circulation  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  was,  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1833,  only  gl7,459,571  79,  the  amount  of  exchanges 
carried  on  by  means  of  that  bank,  in  1852,  was  no  less 
than  §225,174,647;  its  exchanges  amounting  to  nearly 
fifteen  times  its  circulation,  'liie  currency  of  a  coun- 
try resting  thus  upon  general  confidence,  its  issues  are 
expanded  or  curtailed  exactly  in  the  ratio  in  which 
that  confidence  prevails, — lience  it  is,  that  while  the 
specie  and  the  circulation  (bank  notes)  of  a  country 
may  remain  unaffected,  there  may  be  an  abundance  or 
a  pressure  in  the  money  market. 

The  committee  are  aware,  that  it  was  asserted  at  one 
time,  that  this  pressure  was  occasioned  by  a  want  of 
confidence  in  the  soundness  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  they  know,  that  an  attempt  was  made  to 
impair  its  usefulness  by  an  imputation  upon  its  solven- 
cy. The  absurdity  of  the  charge  has  caused  it  to  recoil 
upon  the  weak  individuals  that  circulated  it. 

rhe  solidity  of  the  bank  will  appear  from  the  follow- 
ing statements  of  its  resources  and  liabilities  on  the  1st 
of  January  1834,  and  on  the  1st  of  February,  1834, 
which  we  may  compare  with  those  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land on  the  1st  ofjanuary  and  the  1st  of  December  1833, 
as  obtained  from  the  latest  returns  from  Europe. 
Condition  of  the  Bank  of  the  U.  S,  and  its  offices. 
Jan.  1,  1834. 

Bills  discounted  $38,609,069  46 

Domestic  bills  of  Ex- 
change 16,302,392  24 

54,911,461  70 

Funds  in  Europe  1,801,669  48 

Due  by  State  Banks       1,536,745  68 
Notes  of  do.  1,982,640  33 

Specie  10,031,237  72 


Condition  of  the  Bank  of  England,  January  1,  1833: 

Circulaton  £27,912,000 

Deposits  11,737,000 


Total  liabilities  ^£39,649,000     Bullion,  £8,983,000. 

Dec.  3,  1833: 

Circulation  £18,659,000 

Deposits  12,465,000 


Real  estate 


15,352,293  21 
2.930,533  80 


§73,194,288  71 
Circulation  $19,208,379   90 

Deposits, 

Public     4,230,509  63 
Private    6,734,866  06    10,965,375  69     30,173,755  59 


Feb.  1,  1834.» 

Bills  discounted  $37,544,252  82 

Due  bills  of  exchange  17,298,720  82 

Funds  in  Europe  1,644,415  75 

Due  by  State  Banks  1,386,951  65 

Notes  of  do.     do.  1,824,434  37 

Specie  10,523,385  69 


Real  Estate 


54,842,973  64 


15,379,187  46 
2,940,168  51 


§73,162,329  61 
Circulation  19,260,472  90 

Deposits, 

Public    3,066,561  72 
Private    6,715,312  60  9,781,874  32       29,042,347  22 


Total  liabilities  £31,074,000  Bullion,  £10,134,000 
As  a  further  proof  of  the  solidity  of  the  bank,  the 
committee  refer  to  the  prices  now  paid  for  its  stock, 
which  indicate  as  great  a  degree  of  confidence  in  its  se- 
curity as  in  that  of  any  other  stock  in  the  market.  The 
fluctuations,  in  the  last  twelve  months,  are  singularly 
small. 

It  was  sold  in  February,  1833,  for  104 

And  on  the  22d  of  February,   1834,  44  shares 
were  sold  at  103i 

23d  "         1834,  31      "     103^ 

26th  "         1834,  44      "     103^ 

By  other  individuals,  the  pressure  has  been  ascribed 
to  the  change  in  our  Custom  House  regulations,  by 
which  the  merchants  were  called  upon  to  pay  cash  du- 
ties, instead  of  receiving  the  usual  facilities  of  eight,  ten, 
and  twelve  months  credit.  This  opinion  the  committee 
believe  to  be  equally  erroneous.  The  extent  of  a  pres- 
sure,arising  from  this  source,though  it  may  not  be  accu- 
i  rately  ascertained,  may  be  readily  determined  with  suf- 
I  ficient  certainty  for  the  object  which  we  have  in  view. 
1  The  whole  amount  of  duties  secured  at  the  port  of 
1  Philadelphia,  during  the  year  1833,  did  not  much  ex- 
ceed or  fall  short  of  three  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars; 
only  a  small  portion  of  which  was  liable  to  the  efl^-cts  of 
this  change  in  the  system,  and  the  long  notice  which  our 
merchants  had  of  its  commencing  on  the  1st  of  Septem- 
ber last,  would  enable  them  to  limit  their  importations, 
or  to  be  prepared  to  meet  this  new  order  of  things;  at 
the  same  time  it  is  evident,  that  had  the  Custom  House 
bonds  continued  to  be  payable  at,  and  collected  by  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  a  slight  extension  of  its  dis- 
count I'ne,  at  that  time,  would  have  been  as  convenient 
to  itself  as  effective  to  the  importers,  in  relieving  them 
from  any  pressure.  In  this  case,  the  bank  would  have 
stepped  in  as  the  creditor,  instead  of  the  United  States 
Government;  and  might  have  discounted  the  importer's 
note  with  the  very  funds  received  from  this  system  of 
cash  duties.  The  bank  notes  issued  in  the  morning,  as 
a  discount,  would  have  been  returned  to  the  bank,  be- 
fore 3  o'clock,  in  payment  of  the  duty,  but  it  is  evident 
that  this  cannot  be  done  with  safety  to  the  Bank,  wliile 
the  duties  are  deposited  in  the  Girard  Bank,  or  in  any 
other  place  than  its  own  vaults;  since,  in  such  a  case, 
the  notes  would  return  before  3  o'clock  to  be  converted 
into  specie.  That  the  new  deposit  banks,  selected  by 
the  Treasury  department,  have  failed  to  extend  this  re- 
lief, by  afTording  analagous  facilities,  is  n<iw  no  lotig'er 
a  matter  of  doubt.  Experience  has  shown  that  they  will 
not,  and  that,  if  they  would,  they  could  not  afford  this 
assistance  to  any  very  great  extent. 

The  committee  are  also  aware,  that  by  a  few  unre- 
flecting persons  the  pressure  has  been  ascribed  to  over- 
trading; an  opinion  equally  unsound  with  all  those  pre- 
viously refuted  This  arises  from  entirely  overlooking 
or  mistaking  the  character  of  the  times;  and  the  manner 
in  which  the  evils  arose.  The  committee  cannot  express 
their  views  on  the  subject  better,  than  in  the  words  of 
one  of  our  ablest  and  most  experienced  financiers,  whose 
opportunities  of  deep  research  and  extensive  observa- 
tion have  probably  exceeded  those  ofany  other  individu- 
al in  this  country.*  "There  is,"  says  Mr.  Gallatin, 
"th'S  difference  between  a  commercial  distress,  and 
presumed  scarcity  of  currency  due  to  internal  causes, 
whilst  the    foreign  exchanges  remain   favorable,  and  a 


See  statement  March  1,  on  page  184. 


•  Considerations  on  the  Currency  and  Bunking  Sys- 
tem of  the  United  States,  by  Albert  Gallatin,  1831. 


183 


REPORT  ON  THE  CURRENCY  OF  THE  STATE. 


[Mahcb 


similar  distress  arising  from  larg«  foreign  debts,  and  ac- 
companied by  an  unfavorable  rate  of  exchange,  that  in 
the  last  case  there  is  an  exportation  of  the  coins  of  the 
country,  which  cannot  take  place  in  the  first.  If  the 
same  effects,  in  other  respects  are  nevertheless  the  same 
in  both  cases;  if  in  both,  the  same,  and  sometimes  gen- 
eral distress,  equally  prevails;  if  the  same  difficulty  oc- 
curs in  the  payment  of  debts;  if  the  same  complauit  is 
made  of  want  of  money,  whether  specie  is  exported  or 
not;  it  is  obvious,  that  there  must  be  another  cause  be- 
sides an  actual  scarcity  of  currency  for  the  real  distress 
which  is  felt,  and  that  what  is  called  "  want  of  money" 
is  not  "want  of  currency."  It  will  be  found  that  this 
cause  is,  universally  over-trading,  &c,"  Now  it  appears 
clear  to  the  committee,  from  the  opinion  of  all  expe- 
rienced merchants  in  our  commercial  cities,  from  the 
returns  of  the  imports  and  exports  throughout  the  coun- 
try, from  the  low  rates  -of  foreign  exchange,  from  the 
importations  of  specie  recently  made  from  Europe,  from 
a  close  review  of  the  condition  of  our  trade  and  industry, 
during  the  preceding  twelve  montlis,  from  the  number 
of  failures,  which  though  great,  is  much  less  than  was 
apprehended  under  this  long  and  unusual  pressure,  that 
far  from  having  over-traded,  the  community  must  have 
been  at  the  time  when  the  pressure  commenced,  in  an 
unusually  sound  and  healthy  condition.  To  this  alone 
are  we  lo  ascribe  the  power  which  it  has  had  to  support 
itself  in  so  trying  a  crisis;  but  it  must  be  apparent,  that 
this  power  is  gradually  wasting  itself  away,  and  that  the 
efforts  made  to  resist  the  pressure  must  finally  wear 
away  the  energies  of  even  the  strongest  among  us. 

As  none  of  the  causes,  which  we  have  examined,  can 
account  for  the  evils  which  we  feel,  it  is  evident  that 
they  proceed  from  another  source;  which  in  the  opinion 
of  the  committee  is  the  removal  of  the  deposits  from  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  perseverance  of  the 
federal  executive  in  a  course  of  open  and  avowed  hos- 
tility to  that  institution.  To  this  cause,  we  must  ascribe 
the  curtailment  forced  upon  the  bank,  and  which  now 
re-acts  upon  the  whole  community.  As  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  ceases  to  discount  freely,  all  the  state 
banks  must  pursue  a  similar  policy  or  their  paper  would 
soon  return  upon  them,  with  a  rapidity,  which  would 
drain  their  vaults  of  specie.  The  withdrawal  of  tlie  de- 
posits from  the  bank  of  the  United  States  must  also 
check  its  abihty  to  extend  to  State  banks,  the  facilities 
which  it  had  usually  afforded  them;  facilities,  which 
the  new  deposite  bank  has  not  re-placed,  and  which  it 
cannot  extend.  The  amount  of  these  facilities  is  not 
sufficiently  known  and  appreciated  by  the  whole  com- 
munity, though  felt  and  acknowledged  by  almost  all  our 
State  Banks.  In  the  memorial  submitted  by  some  of 
them  to  congress,  they  state  that  "  until  the  1st  of  Octo- 
ber the  revenue  paid  by  the  whole  country  was  diffused 
by  the  bank  and  its  branches,  throughout  the  whole 
community  to  be  used  for  the  support  of  the  industry  of 
th^  whole,  and  gently  recalled,  when  needed  for  the 
service  of  the  whole;  while  the  Bank,  as  the  common 
friend  of  all  sound  State  banks,  uniting  with  and  sustain- 
ing them,  was  enabled  to  supply  an  adequate  circulating 
medium  from  its  own  resources,  and  to  preserve  in  a 
uniform  and  sound  condition  the  issues  of  the  State  in- 
stitutions. Now  the  public  revenue  is  no  longer  diffus- 
ed throughout  the  whole  Union;  it  cannot  even  be  ad- 
vantageously used  where  it  is  collected;  and  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  whose  expansive  power  and  credit 
have  been  so  frequently  employed  to  relieve  the  com- 
munity, must  look  necessarily  and  primarily  to  its  own 
security." 

From  an  official  document,  now  before  the  committee 
it  appears,  that  while  the  monthly  collection  of  bonds 
at  the  Port  of  Philadelphia  averaged  only  about  $300,000 
during  the  first  nine  months  of  1832;  the  daily  balances 
due  by  the  banks  of  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadel- 
phia to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  during  the  whole 
of  the  year  1833,  averaged  upwards  of  g2l6,500,  and 
that  far  from  curtailing  these  facilities,  after  the  removal 


of  the  deposits,  the  daily  balances  averaged  for  the  last 
three  months  of  1833  upwards  of  g239,000.*  So  that 
it  appears,  that  the  balances  due  by  our  State  Banks  in 
the  City  of  Philadelphia  swept  away  a  very  large  pro- 
portion of  the  amount  of  public  moneys  deposited  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  This  is  a  fact  to  which  the 
Committee  invite  the  careful  attention  of  the  House, 
The  beneficial  effect  of  this  upon  our  country  banks  was 
sensibly  felt.  While  the  city  banks  were  permitted  to 
have  heavy  balances  owing  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  they  were  indulgent  to  the  country  banks  The 
advantages,  whicl)  the  city  banks  thus  received  from  the: 
public  moneys  deposited  in  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  were  by  them  extended  to  the  country  banks, 
and,  by  means  of  tliese,  diff'used  throughout  the  whole 
State. 

At  this  time,  a  new  order  of  things  has  arisen;  the 
transfer  of  the  public  moneys  compels  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  to  call  upon  the  state  banks  in  the  city; 
and  these  press  upon  the  country  banks  to  pa)'  up  their 
balances.  The  country  notes  no  longer  circulate  to  the 
same  extent;  this  must  compel  these  institutions  also  to 
curtail  their  accommodations,  with  a  view  to  meet  this 
new  condition  of  our  currency.  Its  effect  is  visible  in 
all  our  domestic  exchanges.  The  notes  even  of  some  of 
our  soundest  country  banks  are  no  longer  received  on 
deposit  in  the  city  banks.  Maryland  and  Delaware  mo- 
ney  is  at  a  discount  in  Philadelphia;  and  so  great  is  the 
difficulty  of  eff'ecting  exchanges,  so  indispensable  is  the 
paper  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  for  this  purpose 
that,  on  several  occasions  of  late,  the  officers  of  deposit 
banks  have  been  obliged  to  apply  to  the  bank  ot  the 
United  States  for  its  notes,  in  order  that  they  might  be 
remitted  to  a  distance.  Specie  was  tendered  by  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  declined,  because  it 
would  have  been  too  expensive  and  hazardous  to  send. 
The  deposit  banks  could  not  send  their  own  notes  to  a 
distant  state,  where  their  value  would  have  been  very 
questionable;  and  therefore,  as  the  notes  of  the  Nation- 
al Bank  formed  the  only  convenient  remittance  for  na- 
tional purposes,  they  were  asked  as  a  favor,  and  grant- 
ed. Of  the  risks  that  now  attend  our  domestic  exchang- 
es, we  see  painful  proofs  in  the  late  protests  in  Philadel- 
phia of  drafts  and  notes,  not  merely  of  banks  in  the  slate 
of  Ohio  and  other  distant  states,  but  also  of  banks  of  this 
commonwealth,  whose  names  are  in  the  possession  of 
the  committee,  but  which  they  withhold  so  as  not  to 
add  to  the  difficulties  under  which  those  institutions  now 
labor. 

That  the  State  Banks  have  received  no  benefit  from 
this  new  order  of  things  is  evident  from  the  embarrass- 
ment, of  which  all  complain,  and  of  which  no  proof  Ci.n 
be  adduced  more  striking  than  that  drawn  from  the 
Governor's  late  message,  which  shows  that  the  tempo- 
rary loan  of  $300,000  authorized  by  an  act  of  the  27'th 
of  Jan.  last,  had  not  been  entirely  taken;  and  that  the 
applications  made  by  the  Governor  to  all  the  State 
Banks  had  proved  ineflTectual.  It  appears  also,  that  the 
difficulty  presses  at  least  as  much  upon  that  bank,  which 
was  supposed  to  be  favored  by  the  transfer  of  the  mo- 
nies from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  its  vaults; 
s'nce  the  Girard  Bank  was  the  last  to  come  in  to  the  as- 
sistance of  the  state  in  this  emergency;  while  the  Bank 
of  Pennsylvania,  the  Philadelpliia  Bank,  the  Schuylkill 
Bank,  the  Commercial  Bank  and  others,  came  out  at 


•  The  amount  due  by  all  the  State  Banks  in  the  Union 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  its  sev- 
eral branches  was 

On  the  1st  of  October,  1833.  §2,280, 000 

"     "    1st  of  January,  1834,  1,530,000 


Making  a  reduction  in  three  months  of  750,000 

while  the  public  deposits  had  been  reduced  in  that  time 
upwards  of  five  millions  to  wit  from  nine  millions  down 
to  four  millions.   [See  Appendix,  D.] 
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once,  if  not  largely,  at  least  to  the  fullest  extent  of  their 
abilities. 

The  committee  are  aware,  that  it  is  assumed  by  some, 
that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  has  it  in  its  power  to 
prevent  this  distress  or  to  relieve  it,  by  extending  facili- 
ties to  commercial  men.  Without  stopping  to  inquire 
into  the  right  of  dictating  to  that  institution  the  course 
which  it  should  pursue,  or  to  scan  the  motives  of  those 
who,  while  they  deprive  it  of  one  of  its  most  valuable 
rights,  that  of  keeping  the  public  monies,  or  sanction 
this  measure  on  the  part  of  others,  ask  it  to  extend  its 
favors  to  men  in  business,  we  may  well  express  our  de- 
cided opinion,  that  the  removal  of  the  deposits  has  made 
this  a  measure  of  utter  impossibility.  It  must  be  recol- 
lected, that  the  President  of  the  United  States  has  re- 
peatedly placed  before  Congress  his  views  of  that  insti- 
tution in  termsof  the  most  embittered  hostility;  that,not 
satisfied  with  calling  in  question  the  constitutionality  of 
a  bank,  which  almost  every  president  from  the  time  of 
the  immortal  Washington,  and  every  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  from  the  foundation  of  our  government  down 
to  the  present  incumbents,  had  deemed  essential  to  the 
well  being  of  the  country,  he  has  sanctioned  and  still 
contemplates  measures,  intended  and  calculated  to 
break  down  and  dishonor  that  institution.  It  is  a  melan- 
choly evidence  of  the  situation  of  our  affairs,  that  an  at- 
tempt was  made  to  break  one  of  the  distant  branches  of 
that  bank,  (at  Savannah,)  by  a  sudden  call  upon  it,  to 
redeem  a  very  large  amount  of  its  notes  ($350,000) 
which  had  been  carefully  hoarded  up  by  brokers  in 
one  of  our  principal  cities,  who,  we  are  advised,  had  re- 
ceived facilities  in  the  execution  of  this  plot  from  one  of 
the  deposit-banks,  to  which  the  monies  withdrawn  from 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  had  been  transferred. 
Fortunately  for  the  honor  of  the  country,  and  of  the 
bank,  a  prudent  direction  had  foreseen  the  danger  and 
guarded  against  it,  and  the  issue  of  the  conspiracy  was 
as  unprofitable  to  the  aggressors,  as  it  was  harmless  to 
the  institution.  When,  however,  such  attempts  are 
made  to  impair  the  stability  of  the  bank,  and  to  weaken 
the  confidence  of  the  public  in  the  ability  with  which  it 
is  managed,  it  would  be  worse  than  folly,  it  would  be 
crime  in  the  directors  to  lose  sight  for  a  moment  of  the 
great  interests  confided  to  them.  The  President  of  the 
United  States  has  lately  declared  to  a  committee  of  our 
own  citizens,  that  he  had  "a  measure  in  contemplation 
which  will  destroy  it  at  once,  and  which  he  is  resolved 
to  apply,  be  the  consequences  to  individuals  what  they 
may.  The  bank  has  in  circulation  ten  miUions  of  checks, 
which  he  has  no  doubt  are  illegal, and  which  he  will  di' 
rect  the  state  banks  to  refuse  in  payment  of  the  public 
revenue.  These  checks  must  then  be  returned  upon 
the  bank,  and  will  drain  her  of  the  specie  she  is  hoard- 
ing." 

At  other  times,  a  generous  exposure  on  its  part 
might  evince  a  magnanimity,  that  would  be  excusable  if 
not  commendable;  but  in  moments  like  these,  such  a 
course  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, be  whol- 
ly unwarrantable.  .This  institution  may  be  viewed,  both 
as  a  corporation,  managing  the  funds  and  interests  of 
individuals,  and  as  a  great  engine,  created  by  the  le- 
gislative power  of  the  Union,  to  establish  and  maintain 
a  sound  currency  throughout  the  country.  In  either 
light  the  Directors  are  but  trustees  for  the  public  good; 
and  it  behooves  them  so  to  use  their  powers  as  best  to 
answer  the  great  purposes  for  which  it  was  created.  If 
from  a  generous  desire  to  promote  the  interests  of  the 
commercial  cities,  in  which  the  Bank  and  its  branches 
are  placed,  it  were  to  extend  its  favors  so  largely  at  this 
time  as  to  endanger  its'  own  security,  it  would  serious- 
ly prejudice  the  interests  of  its  stockholders,  among 
whom  are  many,  whose  helpless  condition  entitles  them 
to  the  particular  watchfulness  of  their  trustees  in  the 
Board.  But  it  is  chiefly  as  a  great  public  corporation, 
specially  appointed  to  watch  over  the  soundness  of  our 
currency,  that  the  Bank  has  public  duties  to  discharge, 
and  an  attempt  to  create  on  its  part,  or  to  countenance 


on  that  of  tlie  State  Banks,  an  over-issue  of  paper, 
would  be  a  violation  of  public  trust,  evincing  a  total  dis- 
regard of  pubhc  duty,  and  justifying  the  most  severe 
censure.  Its  own  interest  is  to  extend,  at  all  times,  its 
business  as  widely  as  may  be  done,  consistent  with  its 
security.  And  a  careful  perusal  of  the  annexed  state- 
ment, will  show  that  its  course  toward  the  community 
has  been  neither  unkind  nor  illiberal. 


1832 
1833 
1834 

January 

July 

August 

October 

December 

January 

July 

August 

October 

December 

January 

February 

1 

66,293,707  21 
68,416,081  00 
68,008,988  00 
63,693,310  00 
61,571,625  00 
61,695,913  57 
63,569,897  00 
64,160,349  00 
60,094,202  00 
54.453,104  00 
54,911,461  70 
54,842,973  64 

m 

,^i.Ol«3^.pltOtOOJtot:^*0 

1 

589,363  62 
872,108  87 
137,908  17 
661,193  01 
278,069  12 
572,543  85 
511,503  32 
599.931  47 
868,435  58 
162,250  63 
230,509  63 
,066,561  72 

7,518,677  26 

10,152,143  00 
8.008,862  00 
6,827,173  00 
6,734,866  06 
6,715,312  60 

1 

20,271,221  11 
00 
17,752,074  00 
17,877,298  36 
11,989,432  00 
10,965.375  69 
9,777,874  32 
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j  So  that  in  the  case  of  this  branch  while  the  public 
and  private  deposits  were  redaced  g4, 145,806  61, 
the  Bank  actually  extended  ils  accommodations  J277,- 
657  30. 

Thus  whether  we  consider  the  operations  of  the 
Bank  at  large,  or  merely  those  in  New  York  and  Phila- 
delphia we  will  see,  how  little  cause  there  is  for  charg- 
ing it  with  an  undue  reduction  of  business. 

If  to  the  operations  in  Philadelphia,  we  add  that  the 
Bank  paid  in  that  city,  in  the  months  of  January  and 
February,  of  branch  notes  due  elsewhere  the  amount 
of  81,344,345 

And  its  dividends  1,225,000 


From  the  foregoing  table,  we  daw  the  following  re- 
sults: 

Dis'ts  &  Dom.bills.  Pub.&Priv.  Depos. 

1 —1833,  Jan,  1,       61,699,913  57        20,271,22111 

1834,  Feb.  1,       54,842,973  64  9,775,874  32 


Decrease 


6,852,939  93         10,495,346  79 
6,852,940  57 


Reduction  in  deposits  exceeds  that  in 

loans  by  3,642,406  22 


2 —1834,  Jan.  1,       54,911,46170         10,965,375  59 
1834,  Feb.  1,      54.842,973  00  9,775,874  32 


68,488  70  1,189,501  37 

68,488  70 


Decrease 

Reduction   in  deposits  exceeds  that  in 

the  loans,  by  1,121,012  67 

Bank  in  Philadelphia. 
3.— 1833,  Oct.  3,  8,234,451  34  3,528,045  13 

1834,  Feb.  1,        7,010,764  16  2,033,524  01 


1,223,687  18 


1,494,521   12 
1,223.687  18 


270,833  94 


Decrease 

Reduction  in  deposits  exceeds  that  in 
loans 


For  the  Branch  at  New  York. 
4.— 1833,  Oct.  1,         6,180,883  40  5,484,578  08 

1834,  Feb.  1,         6,458,540  70  1,338,77147 

Increase  277,657  30  Dec.  4,145,806  61 


Making  an  aggregate  of 


2,569,345 


And  if  we  bear  in  mind  that  in  the  early  part  of  Feb, 
it  loaned  to  the  Mechanics'  Bank,  in  addition  to  much 
assistance  previously  given  to  it,  the  sumof  ;J130,000  to 
prevent  that  Bank  from  sacrificing  in  the  market  at 
any  price  a  like  amount  of  Pennsylvania  stocks  which 
would  have  depressed  their  value,  and  interfered  with 
the  proposals  then  advertised  by  the  State,  we  will  see 
that  the  Bank,  far  from  pressing  upon  the  trade  of 
Philadelphia  or  contributing  to  the  depression  in  the 
Pennsylvania  stocks,  had  materially  relieved  the  form- 
er, and  assisted  in  supjiorting  the  credit  of  the  latter. 

After  a  careful  investigation  of  the  facts,  that  have 
appeared  in  this  matter,  the  committee  deem  it  a  duty 
to  state,  that  in  their  opinion  these  facilities  have  been 
extended  as  far  as  under  existing  circumstances,  pru- 
dence would  permit.  The  correspondence  lately  trans- 
mitted by  the  Governor  to  our  Senate,  shews,  that  the 
contractors  of  our  State  loans  are  willing  to  admit  the 
kindness  and  liberality,  with  which  these  facilities  were 
afforded  to  them,  and  it  is  a  fact  well  known,  that  to 
this  assistance,  in  a  great  measure,  are  those  gentlemen 


(Statement  referred  to  on  page  181.) 

Since  this  report  was  made  to  the  House,  and  while 
it  was  in  the  press,  the  statements  of  the  Bank  for  the 
1st  March  have  been  made  up  and  published. 

We  extract  the  following  in  further  confirmation  of 
the  views  expressed  in  the  report;  we  doubt  not  they 
will  be  satisfactory  to  every  candid  inquirer  after  the 
truth. 

Monthly  statement  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
and  its  offices, 

1834,  March  1. 
Bills  Discounted  37,381,131  86 

Domestic  Bills  of  Exchange  18,786,698  00 


Funds  in  Europe  1,916,376  94 

Due  by  State  Banks  129,251  85 

Notes  of  State  Banks  1  906,734  38 

Specie                 -  10,385,439  15 


-56,167,829  86 


Real  Estate 


Circulation 
Deposits. 
Public  2,604,233  62 

Private         7,343,129  92 


-14,337,802  32 
2,927,170  57 


$73,432,802  75 


18,523,189  00 


9,947,363  54 
28,470,552  54 


Jan.  1,  1834 
March  1,  " 


Total  loans. 
54,911,461  70 
56.167,829  86 


Total  deposits. 

10,965,375  69 

9,947,363  54 


Incr.  of  loans 
in  60  days 


1,256,368  16 


dec.of  dep. 

in  do.     1.018,012  15 
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indebted  for  the  means  they  had  of  continuing  so  long 
to  execute  a  contract,  which  has  been  so  ruinous  to 
them.  If  in  the  mud  party  warfare,  which  is  raging- 
against  it,  the  public  good  should  be  so  far  lost  si[;ht  of 
as  to  lead  to  a  crisis,  which  shall  compel  our  Slate  Banks 
to  risic  an  entire  cessution  of  specie  payments,  (an 
event,  which  the  committee  contemplate  as  neither  im- 
probable nor  far  distant,)  the  perils  and  difficulties,  to 
which  this  institution  will  be  exposed  to  maintain  its 
credit  will  far  exceed  any  trial  that  it  has  yet  had  to  en- 
counter; and  if  it  should  pass  unhurt  through  that  pe- 
rilous ordeal,  it  will  be  a  subject  of  congratulation,  not 
merely  to  the  stockholders,  or  to  the  friends  of  the 
Bank,  but  to  every  friend  to  his  country  and  his  coun- 
try's honor,  that  the  vigilant  prudence  of  her  Directors 
shall  have  so  husbanded  her  resources,  as  to  enable  her 
to  survive  that  hour  of  general  bankruptcy. 
(To  be  concluded.) 


REPORT  ON  THE  COAL  TRADE. 

Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Senate,  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Coal  Trade. 
Read  in  Senate,  March  4,  1834. 

Mr.  Packer  from  the  committee  appointed  in  pursu- 
ance of  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  Senate  at  the  last 
sens'ion  of  the  Legislature,  upon  the  subject  of  the  coal 
trade,  and  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  sundry 
coal  dealers  in  the  county  of  Schuylkill,  respectfully 
submit  the  following  Report: 

The  coal  trade  of  Pennsylvania,  recently  and  sudden- 
ly starting  into  existence,  now  constitutes  one  of  the 
main  branches  of  our  domestic  industry,  and  an  impor- 
tant portion  ofthe  commerce  ofthe  State  and  the  Union. 
It  has  given  a  new  stimulus  to  individual  as  well  as  na- 
tional enterprise,  and  affords  active  and  profitable  em- 
ployment for  numerous  and  various  classes  of  the  com- 
munity. It  has  produced  a  spirit  of  improvement,  in- 
terspersing the  coimtry  with  canals  and  rail  roads, 
which,  by  connecting  the  dis'ant  parts  together,  pro- 
mote the  convenience  and  prosperity  of  the  people, 
while  ihey  add  to  the  strength  and  elevate  the  characttT 
of  the  State.  It  has  raised  up  in  our  foi-merly  barren 
and  uninhabited  districts,  an  intelligent  and  permanent 
population,  and  converted  the  mountains  into  theatres 
of  busy  life,  and  our  hitherto  waste  and  valueless  lands, 
into  sites  for  flourishing  and  populous  villages  It  has 
opened  a  new  field  for  the  investment  of  capital,  tlie  ex- 
penditure of  labor,  and  the  pursuit  of  all  the  purposes 
of  civilization  and  society.  Its  benefits  are  not  alone 
confined  to  those  engaged  immediately  in  the  trade,  but 
are  becoming  general  and  universal  Possessing  all  the 
varieties  of  their  species,  anthracite  and  bituminous; 
furnishing  a  cheap  and  preferable  article  of  fuel;  and 
affording  new  facilities  to  the  manufacturer,  whose  pro- 
ducts enter  into  all  the  ramifications  of  domestic  as  well 
as  foreign  consumption,  the  mineral  coals  of  Pennsyl- 
vania now  exert  an  influence  upon  every  other  branch 
of  trade,  and  afford  the  means  of  rearing  and  perma- 
nently supporting,  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  all  the 
mechanic  arts  and  handicraft  ofthe  old  world. 

Tt  will  readdy  be  admitted,  that  any  legislation  calcu- 
lated to  affect,  either  immediately  or  remotely,  an  in- 
terest thus  important,  and  yet  in  its  infancy,  ought  to  be 
guirded  with  peculiar  care;  and  that  grants  of  perpe- 
tuity, or  privileges  having  a  tendency  to  a  monopoly  of 
an  article  that  must  soon  become  the  staple  product  of 
the  State,  ought  only  to  be  conferred  in  obedience  to 
the  clearest  and  most  irresistible  demands  of  public  po- 
licy and  paramotint  necessity.  Viewin.g  the  subject 
committed  to  them  in  this  light,  the  committee  have  de- 
voted a  due  share  of  attention  to  it,  and  now  submit  to 
the  Senate  the  result  of  their  best  reflections: 

THE  AN  IHRACITE  of  Pennsylvania,  so  far  as  its 

presence  has  been  ascertained,  would  seera  to  exist  in 

iKrte   separate  and  distinct  beds  or   fields,  bearing  to 

•ach  other  mstrikingsimilitude in  geographical  position, 

Vot.  XIII.  24 


extent  of  area,  and  geolo.gical  character:  The  ^rsl  or 
Mauch  Chunk.  Schuylkill  and  Lykens  valley  coal  fielc'; 
the  second,  ov  Beaver  Meadow,  Sliamokinand  Mahanry 
coal  field;  and  the  ?AtV(/,  or  LackauMnna  and  Wyoming 
coA  field.  It  is  believed  by  some,  and  wouM  seem  not 
improbable,  that  there  is  another  and  distinct  coal  field 
between  the  second  and  third,  running  parallel  with 
them,  and  extendin.g  near  to  and  perhaps  across  the 
river  Lehigh, in  the  direction  of  Walleiipaupack.in  Pike 
county.  Indications  of  coal  appear,  it  is  said,  on  the 
waters  of  the  Wallenpaupack,  head  waters  of  Nesco- 
peck.  Bear  creek,  Beaver  lake,  and  Drinker's  creek. 
There  is  certainly  sufficient  room  for  the  existence  of 
such  coal  field  between  the  second  anl  third;  but  the 
country  being  for  the  most  part  wild  and  unexplored, 
the  fact  is  not  sufficiently  established  to  gain  full  cre- 
dence, nor  yet  can  it  be  wholly  disbelieved.  The  east- 
ern termination  of  the  second  field,  near  the  Lehigh, 
not  having  yet  been  acrurately  defined,  it  may  be  of 
sufficient  width  at  Beaver  Meadows,  Pisin  re  hills,  San- 
dy run,  Wri.glil's  Creek,  5cc  ,  to  embrace  a  part,  if  not 
the  whole  ofthe  territory  where  tliese  indications  are 
exhibited.  The  committee  are  inclined  to  believe  this 
is  the  fact,  and  t)iat,  as  before  stated,  the  anthracite  is 
confined  to  three  fields  or  depos  ts.  I'osslbly  these  may 
be  correctly  termed /jar^s  only  of  one  entire  coal  region, 
embracin.g  the  whole  country  between  the  Dial  moun- 
tain, boundin,g  the  third  coal  field  in  Luzerne  county, 
on  the  north,  and  the  Sharp  mountain  or  southern  boun- 
dary, in  Schuylkill  county,  on  the  south.  Like  the  ques- 
tion, whether  the  coal  itself  be  of  mineral  or  vegetable 
production,  or  of  .secondary  or  primitive  formation, 
having  existed  from  the  beginning  "  in  the  midst  ofthe 
waters,"  and  prescntingitself  at  these  places  when  "liie 
dry  land  was  commanded  to  appear,"  this  fact  is  of  little 
practical  importance,  and  m.ay  rather  serve  to  amuse  the 
curious,  and  to  occupy  the  time  of  those  skilled  in  the 
doctrine  ofthe  earth.  It  will  not  be  deemed  as  having 
been  improperly  adverted  to,  if  it  shall  be  found  to  have 
had  any  influence  in  inducing  the  Legislature  to  author- 
ize, at  some  future  time,  a  full  topographical  and  geo- 
logical survey  ofthe  Slate. 

To  enable  the  committee  more  satisfictorily  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  assigned  to  them,  and  to  ascertain 
more  particularly  the  extent  of  the  coal  trade  and  the 
various  improvements  consequent  upon  it,  they  visited, 
during  the  recess  ofthe  Legislature,  many  of  the  prin- 
cipal mining  establishments,  in  person.  They  also  ad- 
dressed to  the  principal  coal  dealers  in  the  different  dis- 
tricts, whose  opportunities  and  intelligence,  it  was  be- 
lieved, enabled  them  to  give  the  information  required, 
and  upon  which  the  Senate  cotdd  rely,  a  number  of 
queries,  with  such  variations  and  additions  as  the  nature 
ofthe  respective  cases  seemed  to  require.  These  que- 
ries, as  also  the  answers,  which  are  generally  full  and 
satisfactory,  are  inserted  in  the  appendix,  from  No.  1 
to  16. 

The  first,  or  MAUCH  CHUNK  and   SCHUYLKILL 

•       Coal  Field, 

Commences  near  the  river  Lehigh,  in  Northampton 
county,  on  the  e:4st,  and  extends  through  the  heart  of 
Schuylkill  county  to  Wicinisco  creek,  emptying  into 
the  river  Susquehanna,  in  Dauphin  count}',  on  the  west. 
Here  it  has  .generally  been  supposed  to  terminate;  and 
for  all  practical  ])urposes,  it  may,  perhaps  be  so  consid- 
ered It  has  been  supposed  by  some,  however,  that  it 
extended  oiiginally  across  the  river,  and  west  of  it, 
some  three  or  f  lur  miles,  in  Perry  county.  The  red  shale, 
which  aj)pears  to  form  the  base  of  the  anthracite,  and 
which  is  found  to  form  a  regular  and  uninterrupted  cir- 
cle or  border  around  each  of  these  deposits,  does  not 
terminate  east  ofthe  river,  but  continues  on  either  side 
of  Wicinisco  creek,  and  is  crossed  by  the  Susquehanna 
immediately  above  Millersburg,  and  also  below  it,  be- 
tween the  Wicinisco  an  1  Peter's  mountains.  A  vein  of 
coal  has  also  been  discovered  in  the  bed  of  t!ie  river, 
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opposite  Millersbiirg',  as  also  several  small  veins  in  the 
mountain  on  the  west  side,  on  lands  of  Peter  Ritner,  be- 
iuw  Liverpool.  From  the  summit,  between  the  head 
wa'ers  of  the  Swatura  and  Wicinisco  creeks,  towird  the 
Susquelianna,  the  mountains  diverge,  and  are  considera- 
bly di-pressed,  the  wliole  descent  from  tlie  short  moun- 
tain or  Wicinisco  mines  to  the  river,  (sixteen  miles,) 
being  305  feet.  It  is  llierefore  probable  that  the  moun- 
tains at  thf  river  do  not  contain  any  workable  or  profita- 
ble beds,  and  that  none  will  be  found  on  the  east  side, 
much  nearer  the  river  than  those  now  worked  by  the 
Wicinisco  coal  company.  The  river  has  apparently 
broken  through  the  immense  barrif  r,  or  chain  of  moun- 
tains, at  this  point,  nearly  at  right  angles,  and  it  is  pro- 
bable has,  in  its  course,  grea  ly  interrupted  the  regular 
strata  of  coal,  (it  they  ever  extended  to  this  point,) 
leaving  in  the  "crush  ot  matter,"  particles  and  frag- 
ments oidy  of  the  mineral  deposit.  Opposed  to  this  I 
theory,  we  have  all  tlie  characteristic  featires  of  a  well 
defined  coal  formation,  terminating  at  Short  mountain, 
on  the  waters  of  the  Wicinisco,  boitnded  by  a  first  and 
second  m  untain  barrier,  and  similar  in  all  respects  to 
those  of  the  second  and  tliird  coalfields. 

Assuming  this  to  be  the  western  termination  of  the 
first  coal  field,  it  is  about  sixty-five  miK-s  in  length, 
avt-raging  a''Oiit  five  miles  in  wid'h,  and  is  enclosed  or 
bounded  by  a  continuous  mountain,  forming  a  trough, 
or  longitudinal  basin.  This  boundary,  called  the  Broad 
mountain,  on  the  north,  and  Mauch  Chunk  or  Sharp 
mountain  on  the  south,  is  cut  down  to  a  greater  or  less 
extent,  at  various  places,  by  the  different  streams  that 
take  their  rise  in  the  coal  field,  or  pass  through  it.  At 
the  south,  it  is  penetrated  by  the  Little  Schuylkill,  or 
Tamaqua  river,  at  Taraaqua;  by  the  river  Schuylkill  at 
Pottsville;  by  the  West  branch  at  Minersville,  and  by 
the  head  waters  of  the  Swatara  Creek  at  Pine  Grove; 
and  at  the  west  by  the  Wicinisco  and  Stimey  Creeks. 
The  northern  boundary  is  also  cut  through  by  Roush's 
Creek,  a  branch  of  Mahantaiigc,  and  also,  to  some  ex- 
tent by  the  west  branch  of  the  Schuylkill,  Mill  Creek, 
and  a  branch  of  Tamaqua,  emptyinginto  the  Schuylkill; 
and  by  Ki'xhen  and  Room  runs;  two  ver}'  inconsidera- 
ble streams,  emptying  into  the  Nesquehoning  Creek, 
and  thus  into  the  Lehigh.  These  creeks  or  pas>-es 
through  the  mountains,  afTbrd  out-lets  for  the  coal,  and 
favorable  sites  for  the  location  of  canals  and  rail  roads, 
the  principal  of  which  is  the  Schuylkill  navigation, 
penetrating  the  first  coal  field  at  Pottsville,  and  ex- 
tending to  Port  Carbon.  Rail  roads  are  also  located 
and  already  completed  from  the  coal  region,  through 
nearly  all  these  natural  openings  to  the  different  Water 
communications;  and  the  Mauch  Chunk  or  Lehigh  Na- 
vigation Company,  with  a  boldness  of  design  and  magni- 
ficence of  enterprise  alike  worthy  of  the  cause  as  char- 
acteristic of  tile  energy  and  perseverance  of  the  projec- 
tors, disregarding  these  natural  out-lets,  and  ascending 
the  mountain  at  its  greatest  altitude,  there  enter  the  ba- 
sin by  rail  road,  and  divert  the  coal  from  its  natural 
channel  to  the  waters  of  the  Lehigh  at  Mauch  Chunk, 
and  thus  to  market  by  the  Lehigh  na>«gation. 

It  is  thus  apparent  that  what  is  termed  the  Lehigh  or 
Mauch  Chunk  coal,  and  the  Schuylkill  coal,  are  parts  of 
the  same  bed  or  stratum,  and  of  the  same  species.  As 
we  approach  tlie  eastern  termination  of  the  basin,  it  be- 
comes narrower;  the  mountains  approximate  closer  to 
each  other,  and  the  strata  of  coal,  as  at  Tamaqua,  five 
miles  west  of  the  Maich  Chunk  mines,  assume  a  verti- 
cd  position.  Still  nearer  the  end  of  the  basin,  as  at 
Mauch  Chunk,  they  seem  to  have  been  thrown  entirely 
over,  one  upon  another,  forming  an  immense  mass  of 
coal,  with  alternate  layers  of  earth  and  slate;  and  from 
this  mass  they  seem  to  diverge,  widening  and  extending 
with  the  valley  or  basin,  and  continuing  tiiroughout  its 
entire  extent.  Extending  westward,  it  is  true,  the  coal 
becomes  somewhat  lighter,  the  specific  gravity  of  the 
Mauch  Chunk  coal  being  L 494— the  Schuylkill,  in  the 
i  Vicinity  of  PottBville,  1.453;  and  the  Pine  Grove,  Wiciii- 
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isco  and  Stony  Creeks,  about  1.400  1  he  latter  is  some- 
what more  inflammable  and  easy  of  ignition,  or  to  use  a 
prevailing  idea,  (although  there  is  no  bitumen  in  i',) 
"  partakes  more  of  the  bituminous  character."  In  the 
vicinity  ot  Pottsville,  a  species  of  coal  is  found,  produc- 
ing red  ashes,  and  is  by  some  regarded  as  of  superior 
quality.  With  these  exceptions,  there  is  little  difference 
in  the  quality  of  the  coal  of  this  region;  certainly  no 
more  than  in  trees  of  the  same  species,  growing  upOn  the 
same  soil,  or  in  coal  taken  from  different  parts  of  the 
same  mine;  and  if  coal  of  a  superior  or  inferior  qualitj 
be  found  in  market,  it  is  only  because  the  vender  has 
been  more  or  less  careful  in  freeing  it  from  slate  or  other 
impurities. 

The  interior  of  the  first  coal  field  being  cut  up  and 
diversified  by  these  various  stieams,  running  in  every 
direction,  forming  several  elevated  summits  and  deep 
ravines,  it  is  peculiarly  fitted  for  extensive  mining  ope- 
rations. The  beds  of  coal  vary  from  one  and  two,  to 
twenty-five  and  thirty  feet  in  thickness;  though  tho.se 
of  from  five  to  ten  or  twelve  feet,  are  considered  best, 
as  they  can  be  worked  with  greater  facility  and  profit. 
They  can  be  so  propped  and  roofed  as  to  enable  the  m'» 
ner  to  take  out  every  ves'age  of  coal,  without  the  slight- 
est danger  of  accident,  while  those  of  twenty  or  thirty 
feet,  must  be  worked  in  chambers,  and  large  pillars  of 
coal  left  to  support  the  roof;  and  even  then,  the  miner 
is  exposed  to  danger  from  the  falling  of  particles,  and 
sometimes  large  masses.  There  is  generally  too  great 
a  quantity  of  superincumbent  earth,  to  admit  of  their 
he\n^  uncovered,  and  this  as  yet  has  in  no  instance  been 
done,  excepting  by  the  Mauch  Chunk  company,  at  the 
summit  mines,  and  at  a  time  when  the  science  of  mining 
was  not  understood.  With  this  exception,  it  is  the  uni- 
versal practice  in  the  region  to  undermine.  The  beds 
generally,  if  not  universally,  dip  in  the  direction  of  the 
declivity  of  the  mountains,  and  the  particular  mode  of 
operating  in  the  interior  of  the  mine,  is  governed  in 
some  measure  by  their  dip  or  angle.  By  running  a 
tunnel,  or  drift,  and  constructing  a  rail  road,  into  the 
mountain,  above  the  water  level,  of  sufficient  capacity 
to  a'lmlt  rail  road  cars,  and  by  piercing  the  seam  of  coal 
hurizontally  for  any  distance  that  may  be  desired,  the 
miners  obtain  full  command  of  the  whole  front  of  the 
stratum,  and  taking  a  number  of  breasts,  pursue  it  like 
a  party  of  mowers  to  the  very  summit  or  out  crop, 
throwing  behind  them  the  product  into  the  tunnel, 
where  it  is  loaded  upon  the  cars,  brought  from  darkness 
into  light,  deposited  at  the  landings,  or  precipitated  at 
once  into  the  canal  boats.  In  some  of  the  hills  there  are 
found  two,  three  and  four  seams  of  coal,  one  above  am  - 
ther,  above  the  water  level.  To  wh;tt  extent  they  con- 
tinue downward  has  not  yet  been  ascertained.  The 
North  American  Coal  Company,  as  also  three  individual 
operators,  M.  Brooke  Buckley,  Kobert  Young,  and  - 
Blight,  Wallace  and  Co.  are  now  operating  below  the 
water  level,  by  sinking  -shafts  to  a  considerable  depth. 
This  is  done  more  as  a  matter  of  experiment  or  conve- 
nience, and  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  relative 
expense  of  the  two  modes  of  mining,  than  as  a  matter 
of  necessity;  for  whatever  may  be  the  increase  of  the 
demand  for  this  fuel,  the  beds  above  water  level  will 
not,  it  is  believed,  be  exhausted  during  the  present  gen- 
eration. 

Coal  was  known  to  abound  on  the  waters  of  the 
Schuylkill,  between  the  Broad  and  Sharp  mountains, 
neur  where  Pottsville  has  since  arisen,  as  also  at  the 
place  now  culled  the  summit,  or  Mauch  Chunk  mines, 
as  early  as  1790,  and  perhaps  before;  but  it  was  not 
then,  nor  until  recently  known,  that  these  constituted 
parts  of  a  continuous  coal  deposit.  It  was  then  used  to 
a  very  limited  extent  by  some  of  the  blacksmiths  in  the  ■ 
neighborhood;  but  it  was  considered  of  little  value,  and 
excited  little  attention.  Being  of  a  different  species 
from  Virginia  and  Liverpool  coals,  it  was  generally  con- 
sidered an  inferior  article  and  unfit  for  vise.  It  however, 
gradually  worked  its  way  amdng.the  blackstjijths,  part% 
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\y  from  necessity,  and  an  occasional  scarcity  of  charcoal, 
until  it  became  pretty  generally  used,  and  by  some  to 
be  preferred.  It  attracted  the  attention  of  some  gentle- 
men of  enterprise  and  intelligence  who,  at  that  day, 
looked  forward  to  the  time  when  it  should  bfcome  an 
article  of  great  value.  They  made  various  attempts  to 
introduce  it,  but  were  unsuccessful.  The  mines  at  Mauch 
Chunk,  were  partially  opened  prior  to  the  year  1800 
and  small  quantities  of  the  coal  taken  to  Philadi  Iphia. 
A  company  was  organized  for  the  purpose  of  engaging 
in  the  business,  but  were  regarded  by  the  public  as 
visionary  enthusiasts,  and  some  of  them  were  driven 
from  the  enierprise,  and  have  since  pas^ed  from  the 
stage  of  action.  Olhers  persevered;  succeeded,  and 
yet  live  to  witness  the  complete  tiiumph  of  their  efforts, 
and  the  consummation  of  their  most  enthusiastic  predic- 
tions. A  letter  addressed  to  the  committee  from  the 
Honorable  Charles  Miner,  of  Wiiksbarre,  who  himself 
participated  at  an  early  day  in  this  perilous  traffic,  as 
also,  a  communication  from  the  Pottsville  board  of  trade, 
furnish  some  interesting  facts  relative  to  the  discovery 
of  this  mineral,  and  the  measures  then  devised  to  bring 
it  to  market,  and  accompany  this  report;  [Vide  appen- 
dix. No.  17  and  18.]  From  these  documents  it  appears 
tliat  in  1814,  twenty-four  tons  of  coal  were  taken  down 
the  Lehigh  and  Delaware  rivers  to  Philadelphia,  from 
the  Mauch  Chunk  mines,  by  Mr.  Miner,  in  an  ark,  hav- 
ing first  hauled  it  over  a  rough  road  from  the  mines  to 
the  river,  (nine  miles,)  and  cust  him  at  the  city,  four- 
teen dollars  per  ton  !  In  1812,  Col.  George  Shoema 
ker  of  Pottsville,  loaf!ed  nine  waggons  with  coal  at  the 
Schuylkill  mines  and  hauled  it  to  Philadelphia,  a  dis- 
tance of  106  miles;  two  loads  of  which  he  sold  for  the 
cost  of  transpor'ation  to  Messrs  Mellon  and  Bishop,  who 
agreed  to  try  it  in  their  rolling  mill  in  Delaware  county; 
and  the  remaining  seven  waggi.n  loads  he  gave  away, 
anil  had  some  difficulty  in  finding  persons  willing  to 
take  it ! 

Notwithstanding  the  great  difficult}  in  navigating  the 
Lehigh,  at  that  day,  and  the  consequent  expense  of  con- 
veying the  coal  from  Mauch  Chunk  to  the  city,  Mr. 
Miner,  and  his  associates  had  so  far  succeded  in  1814-15 
in  introducing  the  article,  as  to  find  a  reac  y  demand  for 
it,  and  were  about  entering  upon  the  trade  extensively. 
But  "  peace  came  in  1815,  and  found  them  in  the  midst 
of  their  enterprise,  Philadelphia  was  now  opened  to 
foreign  commerce,  and  the  coasting  trade  resumed — 
Liverpool  and  Richmond  coal  came  in  abundantly,  and 
the  hard-kindling  anthracite  fell  to  a  price  far  below  the 
cost  of  shipment. "  From  this  time,  the  coal  trade,  as 
such,  was  abandoned:  and  it  does  not  appear  that  any 
considerable  quantity  of  coal  was  taken  to  market, 
either  by  the  Lehigh  or  the  Schuylkill,  until  1820,  when 
the  Lehigh  naviga'ion  was  completed  by  the  present 
company,  and  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  tons  deliv- 
ered at  Philadelphia.  In  1821,  one  thousand  and  seventy. 
three  tons  were  brought  to  market,  fifteen  tons  of  which 
were  shipped  coastwise  and  the  balance  consumed  in 
Philadelphia.  In  1822,  two  thousand  four  hundred  and 
forty  tons  were  brought  to  market,  one  hundred  and 
eighty-one  tons  of  which  were  sh  pped  coastwise.  The 
year  1820  may,  therefore,  be  regarded  as  the  era  from 
which  we  are  to  date  the  anthracite  coal  trade  of  Penn- 
sylvania—a trade  which,  during  the  past  year,  has  in- 
creased to  nearly  six  hundred  thousand  tons,  and 
amounting  to  about  three  millions  of  dollars. 

The  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company  were  in- 
corporated with  mining  and  tracing  privileges;  and  ha 
ving  constructed  the  imp  irtant  improvements  on  the 
Lehigh. and  the  rail  mads  to  the  mines,  for  the  purpose 
mainly  of  transporting  their  own  coal  to  market;  and 
there  being  no  natiir.d  out-let  for  the  coal  of  the  first 
district,  to  the  waters  of  the  Lehigh,  the  mining  ope- 
rations in  that  section  of  the  coal  field  were,  of  course, 
and  must  consequen  ly  continue  to  be,  under  the  ex- 
isting state  of  things,  confi  led  exclusively  to  the  com- 
pany.    During  the  first  five  years,  they  had  many  diffi 


cultles  to  contend  with,  prejudices  to  overcome,  ai;d 
opposition  (which  has  not  yet  ceased)  to  encounter. 
The  first  improvement  of  t'e  river,  having  failed  to  an- 
swer the  purpose  designed,  was  abaiidonetl,  and  he 
present  navig.ition  (of  which  tlie  committee  will  here- 
after speak)  completed;  and  the  turnpike  or  .M'Ad- 
j  amized  road  of  nine  miles,  from  the  *'-,umniit  mines''  to 
!  the  river,  not  affordini;  sufficient  facilities  for  the  con- 
veyance of  the  coal,  a  rail  way— the  fir-.i  in  the  United 
I  States  of  equal  length, — was  Itid  down  upon  it.  Other 
mines  have  also  since  been  opened  by  the  company,  at 
the  opposite  side  of  the  basin,  on  Room  rim,  and  a  rail 
road  constructed  from  thence  to  Mauch  Chunk,  with 
three  s-lf-acting  planes,  and,  including  the  br.mches, 
upwards  of  eight  milf  s  in  leogth.  During  the  past  year, 
1833,  the  company  sent  to  market  one  hundred  and 
twenty-three  thousand  tons  of  coal,  forty-four  thousand 
one  hundred  and  sixty-eight  tons  of  which,  were  ship- 
ped coastwise. 

The  Schuylkill  Navigation  Company  were  inci  rpo- 
rated  without  mining  and  trading  privileges;  and  hence 
it  was,  and  of  consequence  must  continue  to  be,  their 
interest  to  invite   tonnage  from  every  quarter  and  from 
every   source.     This  valuable   improvement,  <:ne  hun- 
dred and    eiglit   miles  in  length,   was    coinmenced  in 
1815,  and    comple'ed   at   an    expense  of    two  millions 
nine  (lundred  and  sixty-six  thousand  four  hundred  and 
eighty  dollars  and  thiiteen  cents.     Tolls  w.  re  first  ta- 
ken in  1818, amounting  to  two  hundred  and  thirty-three 
dollars;  and  fron;  that  time  until  1825, it  do  s  not  a-.pear, 
from  the   annual  reports  of  the  company,  that  any  ac 
count  was  kept  of  the  tolls  on  the  sfparatc  :,rticles  of 
tonnage,  but   that  the   whole  amounted  for   the  year 
1824,  to  six  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars      The  next 
year,  1825,   at  which   period  may  be   dated  the  com- 
mencement of  the  coal  trade  on  the  Schuylkill,  the  tolls 
increased  to  fifteen  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seven- 
ty-five dollars  and  seventy-four  cents.   Of  this  sum,  nine 
thousand   seven   hundred   dollars    were  received  from 
coal.      Having  been  designed  as  a  grand  thoroughfare 
for  the  products  of  the  mine,  the  field  and  the  forest;  as 
a  free  navigation,  open  to  all  who  chose  to  purticip.-\te 
in  its   facilities;   and  entering  the  first   coal  field  at  its 
centre,  affoiding  an  out-let  for  the  coal  of  more  than 
half  its  territory;   individuals  of  capital  and  enterprise 
were  attracted  to  the  scene,  and  rail-roads  constructed, 
.-diverging  in  all  directions  to  the  mines.— Labourers  and 
mechanics  of  all  kinds,  and  from  all  nations,  thronged 
I  to  the  place, and  found  ready  and  constant  employn.ent. 
■  A    new  era  seemed  to  have  dawned  in  the  mountains. 
I  The  wilderness  was  subdued.      The  coal  basin  seemed 
[  to  be  literally  running  over  with  active  and  resolute  ad- 
!  venturers;  a  rapidly    growing  population  became  esta- 
I  bli-shed;  the  wild  animal  was  driven  back  to  give  place 
to  a  host  of  miners,  who  now  pierce  its  thousand  hills. 
I  So  that,  for  the  last  year,    1833.   (only  eight  years  from 
1  the  commencement  of  the  coal  trade  on  the  Schuylkill) 
!  the  tol's  on  the  canal  amounted   to  three  hundred  and 
I  twenty- five  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty  six  dol- 
lars  and  sixty-three  cents.     Of  this  sum,   two  hundred 
I  and   twenty-eight  thousand    one  hundred    and    thirty- 
j  eight  dollars  were  derived  from  the  article  of  coal  alone. 
Houses,  many    of  which  are  costly  and  splendid,  and 
towns,  the  principal  of  which  is  PottsvUe,  sprang  up  in 
various  parts  of  the  region.     Coal  lands,  the  basis  of  all 
I  this    promising  superstructure,  grew  rapidly  in  value. 
;  Being  owned  by  numerous  imlividuals,  or  yet  remain- 
i  ing  the  property  of  the  State,  jind  considered  until  now 
'  scarcely  worth  the  taxes,  they  were  eagerly  snuijiht  «f- 
•  ter,   and  pres'  nted  strong   inducements  fir  the  invest- 
ment of  capital.      Sales  were  made  to  a  large   amount; 
it  being  now  estimated  that  four  millions  of  dollars  have 
I  been  invested  in  lands  in  the  first  co  d  district.      .Many 
i  individuals  purchased  lands   and  removed    upon  them 
'  with  their  families,  designing  to  convert  them  into  pcr- 
i  manent  residences,  and  as  the   farmer  cuhivatcs   hiH 
farm,  to   prosecute  the  mining  business  with  their  own 
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hands,  and  their  own  means.  Other  lands  are  held  by 
capitalists,  some  residing  in  the  district,  and  some  at  a 
distance,  the  mining  opeiaticn^  being' carried  on  by  te- 
nants. Assccia  ions  if  individuals,  forming- joint  stock 
companies,  having  oljtained  ciiartcrs  for  the  mining  of 
coal  fiom  the  Legislaturesofotlier  Slates,  also  purchas- 
ed lands,  which,  to  evade  the  .•■tatules  of  niorinwin,  de- 
clared to  be  in  force  in  Pennsylvania,  were  held  in  vir- 
tue of  deeds  of  trust,  and  were  used  and  occupied  by 
tliose  companies.  I  wo  of  titem,  viz:  the  Delaware 
Coal  Company,  and  the  North  American  Coal  Compa- 
ny, were  incorporated  for  the  term  of  five  years,  by  the 
Legislature,  at  its  last  session,  when  an  act  was  also 
passed  escheating  tlie  lands  held  by  companies  under 
charters  granted  by  other  States,  without  the  license  of 
this  State.  The  others  either  cease  to  exist,  or  operate 
in  thecHpacity  of  individuals. 

Capital  was  thus  introduced,  by  individuals  and  by 
incorporated  companies,  and  important  public  improve- 
ments made  by  both.  The  country  has  grown  and 
fiouiished  beyond  example.  The  farmer  shared  alike 
the  general  prosperity,  in  tlie  new,  convenient  and  cer- 
tain market  fur  all  his  produce.  In  the  midst  of  this 
hum  ot  industry;  this  tide  of  prosperit)-,  and  flow  of 
capital,  it  vrere  not  to  have  been  expected  that  a  spirit 
of  speculation  should  have  remained  entirely  doi  mant, 
or  all  who  purchased  lands  did  so  with  the  bona  Jide  in- 
tention, either  of  occupying  them  themselves  by  actual 
resident  settlement,  or  of  realizing  their  expenditures 
from  the  product  of  the  mines.  Hence,  a  fictitious  va- 
lue was  sometimes  given  to  coal  lands.  Calculations 
being  made  to  ascertain  the  number  of  square  yards  of 
coal  contained  in  an  acre  of  land  and  its  value;  and 
some  calculating  also  the  quan'iiy  that  each  acre  was 
capable  of  producing  without  either  knowing  that  it 
contained  coal  at  all,  or  counting  the  cost,  labour  and 
expense  of  producing  it,  the  adventurer  conceived  the 
sum  of  one,  two  or  three  hundred  dollars  per  acre,  a 
very  inadequate  price.  The  few  who  thus  ran  into  er- 
ror and  extravagance,  and  jHirchased  lands  under  these 
impressions,  and  with  these  expectations,  (and  it  is  ra- 
ther a  matter  of  surprise  that  the  number  was  not  great- 
er) were  compelled  either  to  lose  money  themselves, 
or  impose  their  losses  upon  others.  'I  hey  were  there- 
fore interested  in  producing  fluctuations  and  uncertain- 
ty, rather  than  steadiness  and  certainty  in  the  coal  mar- 
ket. Their  fortunes  could  not  be  injured  by  the  most 
sudden  change, but  might  possibly  be  benefitted;  and  if 
a  supply  of  coal  were  one  year  withheld. in  order  that  the 
price  might  advance  to  10,  12  or  15  dollars  per  ton, data 
would  be  afforded  for  another  estimate  of  the  value  of 
their  lands  by  the  square  yard  of  coal,  and  the  owner 
again  realize,  and  perhaps  double  the  amount  of  his 
purchase  money.  'I  hese,  however,  are  of  the  things 
that  have  been,  and  it  is  believed,  have  now  passed 
away.  It  is  not  now  in  the  power  of  the  speculator  se- 
riously to  affect,  nor  of  the  monopolist  permanently  to 
control  the  coal  trade  of  Pennsylvania.  This  mineral 
is  happily  too  vast,  and  the  facilities  for  transporting  it 
to  market  too  numerous  and  diversified  to  be  grasped 
by  the  hand  of  one  or  the  other.  At  one  time,  and  but 
a  fev/  years  since,  this  might  have  been  done,  had  the 
localities  of  our  coal  deposits  been  accurately  known. 
But,  this  knowledge  was  imparted,  in  proportion  as  the 
interest  or  ambition  of  one  impels  him  ahead  of  another, 
and  as  necessity  leads  to  invention  and  discovery;  and 
it  is  not  now  probable  that  such  a  state  of  things  will 
ever  occur.  So  long  as  the  wealth,  the  enterprise,  lhe 
intelligence,  and  the  patriotism  of  our  citizens  cannot 
be  concentrated  in  the  few,  but  are  equ.ally  distribdted 
among  the  many,  and  equality  of  rights  conti.iues  to 
form  a  fundamental  principle  of  oiu-  government,  it 
must  remain  as  their  common  heritage,  constituting 
a  large  portion  of  the  present  wealth  of  the  State,  and 
her  principal  strength  in  after  ages.  New  mines  are 
developed  as  the  consumption  of  coal  increases;  and 
the  spirit  of  improvement  and  rivalry  is  abroad,  seeking 


to  supply  the  demand.  Competition  is  the  grand  alem- 
bick  in  which  the  health  of  trade  is  purified  and  pre- 
served; and,  in  relation  to  the  coal  trade,  if  allowed  to 
pursue  its  true  and  legitimate  c  b  jects,  unfettered  and 
unrestrained;  uncontrolled  by  ii'judicioiis  legislative 
enactments,  it  will,  as  in  all  other  cases,  pioduce  uni- 
formity, legularity  and  certainty;  and  a  safe  guaranty  for 
the  investment  of  capital  and  the  expenditure  of  la- 
bour, 

The  following  statement  comprises  the  different  ca- 
nals and  rail  roads  at  present  completed,  in  the  first 
coal  district  and  connected  with  it,  as  also  an  estimate 
of  the  value  of  other  property  and  improvements  ne- 
cessarily employed  in  carrying  on  the  coal  trade: 


Lehigh  navigation 

Former  river  improvements 

Kail  road  to  summit  mines  and  la- 
terals 

Room  Rim  rail  road 

Schuylkill  navigation 

West  Branch  rail  road 

Lateral  roads  connected  with 
the  above 

Norwegian  or  Mount  Carbon 
rail  road 

Laterals  connected  with  the 
above 

Mill  Creek  rail  road 

Laterals  connected  with  the 
above 

Schuylkill  Valley  rail  road 

Lateials  connected  with  the 
above 

Navigable  feeder  of  the  Union 
canal  and  dam 

Pine  Grove  rail  road,  made  by 
Union  Canal  company 

Continuation  of  same  by  indi- 
viduals 

Lykens'  Val'ey  raid  road 

Little  Schuylkill  or  Tamaqua 
rail  road 

Lateral  branches,  single,double, 
and  treble  tracks 


To  the  above  might  also  be  add 
ed   the  Delaware  division  of 
Pennsylvania  canal 


Miles. 

Cost. 

46 
0 

gl, 546,094  96 
155,420  00 

"4 

108 
15 

59,766  39 

123,000  00 

2,966,480  13 

185.000  00 

lOi 

31,500  00 

9 

95,000  00 

U 

4 

5,250  00 
15,000  00 

7 

10 

11,700  00 
60,000  00 

Hi 

19,200  00 

21 

164,364  38 

4 

20,561  25 

2i 
16 

A 

6iJ 

7,500  00 
90,000  00 

225,557  n 

r 

60 

1,430.211  85 

Total 


377       g7,21 1,606  or 


Number  of  wagons  or  rail  road  cars,  in 
the  first  district,  2,354,  at  §70  each 

Boats  employed  by  individuals  and 
companies,  980,  at  g500  each 

92  colliery  establishments,  including 
working  capital,  utensils,  horses, 
mules,  &.C.  &.C.  at  g4,000  each 

100,000  acres  of  land  at  $40  per  acre 


164,780  00 
490.000  00 


368.000  00 
4,000,000  00 


85,022,780  00 
The  whole  amount  of  coal  taken  to  market  from  this 
district   during  the  last  year,  1833,  is  399,933  tons,  to 
wit: 

On   the  Mine  Hill  and  Mill  Creek  rail 
road 
Mine  Hill  and  Schuylkill  Ha- 
ven rail  road 
Schuylkill  Valley  rail  road 
Mount  Carbon  rail  road 
Little  Schuylkill  or  Tamaqua 
rail  road 
By  individuals  not  using  r.ail  roads 
Mauch  Chunk,  or  Lehigh  navigation 
Pine  Grove,    on  Union  canal  and   wa- 
gons 12,000 


37,074  tons. 

77,073 
23,479 
73,136 

37.506 

6,665 

123,000 
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Lykens'  Valley  10,000 

Total  399,933 

To  the  above  niiiy  be  added  for  Iiome 
consumption  and  the  supplies  of  the 
adjacent  couutry,  about  30,000 

Making  tht  total,  mined,  consumed, 
and  sent  to  market  in  tbe  first  dis- 
trict 429,933  tons. 
The  borough  of  Potfsville  contains  at  present,  a  po- 
pulation of  about  four  thousand  souls,  and  upwards  of 
five  hundred  dwellings.  It  is  valued  at  one  milliun  of 
dollars.  Port  Carbon  is  also  a  place  of  considerable 
commercial  importance — is  valued  at  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  and  does  a  coal  business  nearly  equal 
to  that  of  Pottsville.  The  towns  of  Schuylkill  Haven 
and  Minersville,  are  estimated  at  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  each,  and  their  coal  trade  is  about 
equal  to  that  of  Pottsville.  The  towns  of  Mauch  Chunk, 
Summit  Hill,  Tamaqua,  Patterson,  Tuscarora,  St.  Clair, 
New  Castle,  Middleport,  Mount  Carbon,  Pine  Grove, 
Coal  Castle,  Llwellyn,  and  other  small  towns.exclusive 
of  the  huts  and  cabins  occupied  by  the  miners  and  la- 
bourers, may  be  estimated  at  a  million  and  a  half,  ma- 
king the  total  valuation  of  the  towns  in  the  first  district, 
three  millions  of  dollars.  Of  the  canals  and  rail  roads 
above  stated,  279§  miles  were  made  by  individuals  and 
incorporated  companies  not  having  mining  privileges, 
at  an  expense  of  $5,255, ISr  61;and97i  miles  by  in- 
corporated companies  having  mining  privileges,  at  an 
expense  of  gl, 954,418  46.  The  Delaware  division  of 
the  Pennsylvania  canal  was  made  by  the  State. 
^To  be  continued  ) 
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(Appendix,  Continued  from  page  147.) 
Letter  from  Governor  Marcy  of  New  York,  accompa- 
nied with  a  communication  from  John  A.  Dix,  Esq. 
Superintendent  of  Commun  Schools  in  that  State. 

Albany,  19th  December,  '33. 
My  Dear  Sir:  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  comply  with  your 
request,  as  far  as  I  am  able.  The  accompanying  letter 
to  me,  from  Gen.  Dix,  the  superintendent  of  common 
schools,  is  an  answer  to  your  several  inquiries.  I  have 
thought  that  our  laws  on  the  subject  of  common  schools, 
and  the  report  of  tiie  superintendent  last  year,  would 


fund.  There  are  also  local  or  town  funds  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  common  schools  in  particular  towns,  the 
whole  revenue  of  which,  in  1831,  was  gl7,198  25.  In 
1832  it  was  §18,593  24,  as  will  app.-i.r  by  the  report 
of  the  superin'endent  to  the  Legislature,  in  Jan.  next 

3.  All  taxes  for  the  support  of  the  common  schools, 
are  laid  by  vote  of  the  inhabitants  of  each  school  dis- 
trict—See art.  5,  act  relating  to  the  common  schools, 
pamphlet  edit  on,  herewith  enclosed.  See  also  page 
14,  report  of  the  superintendent  for  1833,  htrewith  en- 
closed. 

4.  The  whole  number  of  children  who  received  in- 
struction in  the  common  schools  during  the  year  1831, 
was  494,959;  and  in  1832,  (as  will  appear  by  the  next 
report  of  the  superintendent  to  the  Legislature,) 
512,475. 

5.  The  system  is  universal,  and  in  the  interior  of  the 
State,  the  children  of  the  rich,  as  well  the  poor,  attend 
the  schools.  In  the  cities  and  large  villages,  those 
who  can  afford  the  expense,  usually  send  to  private 
schools. 

6.  The  teachers  are  not  formed  according  to  any  pre- 
scribed system  or  plan  of  instruction;  nor  has  the  State 
any  seminaries  or  model  schools  for  the  education  of 
teachers.  The  only  test  of  qualification  is  an  exami- 
nation by  the  inspectors— See  art.  4  of  the  accompany- 
ing act. 

7.  The  average  monthly  wages  of  female  teachers  19 
$5,  and  of  male  teachers  a  fraction  less  than  $\2.  The 
annual  cost  per  scholar,  inchiding  interest  on  invest- 
ment in  school  houses,  cost  of  fuel,  books,  and  all  other 
items  of  expenditure,  is  about  $2  28. 

8.  The  usual  mode  of  instruction  prevails.  There 
are  a  few  Lj  ncaster  schools  in  this  State,  which  partici- 
pate in  the  distribution  of  school  monies. 

9.  Our  laws  are  silent  as  to  the  course  of  instruction 
and  the  subjects  of  study.  These  matters  are  left  en- 
tirely to  the  discretion  of  the  district  school  officers  and 
teachers.  There  is  no  limitation  as  to  the  age  of  ad- 
mission to,or  dismission  from  the  schools. 

10.  The  plan  succeeds  remarkably  well.  The  only 
material  improvements  of  which  the  system  is  suscepti- 
ble, are  to  raise  the  qualifications  of  teachers,  and  to 
exte.nd  the  course  of  instruction.  The  former  is  con- 
templated in  preparing  teachers  for  the  business  of  in- 
struction, at  the  incorporated  academies,  through  sep- 
arate departments  created  for  the  purpose;  and  the  se- 
cond, by  introducing  some  new  subjects  of  study.  On 
these   points,    the  next  report  of   the  superintendent, 


assist  you  10  some  views  that  may  aid  you  in  ftirming  ,  ^,,5^,,  ^yjn  ^^  forwarded  as  soon  as  it  is  printed,  will 
your  system.    I  have  therefore  taken  the  liberty  offer-  •  contain  some  suggestions. 

warding  them  to  you.  In  a  few  weeks,  the  superin-  j  jj  The  average  number  of  scholars  to  a  school,  is 
tendent  will  have  prepared  his  report  for  this  year.  I  j  55  ^^j  j^  fraction.  In  the  secluded  neighborhoods  they 
w  ill  bear  it  in  mind  to  furnish  you  with  a  copy.     If  it  1 


should  occur  to  you  that  there  are  other  facts  which  we 
may  possess  on  this  subject,  that  could  be  of  any  use  to 
you,  it  will  give  me  pleasure  to  comply  with  any  future 
request  to  furnish  them. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  your  ob't  serv't, 

WM.  M.  MARCY. 
Hon.  S.  Breck, 

Chairman  of  Common  School  Committee, 

State  of  New  York,      ") 
Secretary's  Office,  Albany,  20th  Dec.  1833.  3 
Answers  to  the  questions  contained  in  the  letter  of  the 
Chairman   of  the  Committee  of  the   Legislature  of 
Pennsylvania,  for  arranging  a  plan  of  general  educa- 
tion. 

1.  Our  school  fund  is  not  sufficiently  large  to  meet 
the  expenses  of  the  system.  It  pays  only  about  one- 
eleventh  of  the  annual  expenditure. 

2.  The  capital  ol  the  common  school  fund  is  $1,754,- 
046;  and  the  estimated  revenue  for  1834,  gi06,800. 
Only  jJ100,000  is  annually  distributed  to  the  common 
schools  Whenever  there  is  a  surplus  of  revenue,it  is  an- 
nually invested,  and   thus  augments  the  capital  of  tbe 


are  often  less. 

12.  The  two  sexes  are  usually  taught  together.  In 
large  schools  they  are  sometimes  separated,  and  the  fe- 
males are  taught  indiscriminately  by  male  or  female 
teachers. 

13.  No  town  can  participate  in  the  distribution  of  the 
common  school  fund,  unless  it  levies  upon  its  inhabi- 
tants a  sum  equal  to  that  which  it  is  entitled  to  receive 
from  that  fund  under  the  general  apportionment. 

14.  There  are  no  manual  labour  schools,  within  the 
provisions  of  the  act  relating  to  common  schools,  nor  is 
manual  labour  connected  in  any  manner  with  the  latter. 

15.  The  schools  are  kept  open  an  average  period  of 
eight  months.  They  must  be  taught  three  months  by 
a  qualified  teacher,  (i.  e.  one  who  has  been  examined 
by  the  inspectors)  to  become  entitled  to  a  share  of  the 
public  money. 

The  annual  report  of  the  superin'endent  of  common 
schools  for  1833,  contains  so  complete  a  view  of  the 
operation  of  the  system,  that  any  thing  further  is  deem- 
ed unnecessarv.  Respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  A.  DIX,  Sup't  Common  Schools. 
His  Excellency  Governob  Marct. 
(To  be  continued.) 


190 


REPORT  ON  CHARII  Y  SCHOOLS. 


LMiKC« 


REPORT  ON  CHARII  Y  SCHOOLS. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Phila- 
delphia Society  fur  the  establishment  and  support  of 
Charity  Schools,  With  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Treasurer. 

To  the  Philadelphia  Society  for  the  Establishment  and 
Support  of  Charity  Schools. 

The  Board  of  Manigers  who  have  for  the  last  year 
superintended  the  affuirs  of  the  society,  in  obedience  to 
the  duty  required  of  them  at  the  close  of  their  labors, 
submit  a  brief  statement  of  their  proceedings. 

They  cannot  forbear  the  expression  of  the  pleasure 
they  feel  in  the  continued  improvement  of  tlie  schools 
under  their  charge;  they  have  actrd  on  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  Board  of  the  last  year,  and  have  employed 
an  additional  teacher,  to  take  charge  of  the  boys  in  the 
primary  classes,  whilst  the  time  of  the  principal  teacher 
is  devoted  to  those  who  are  engaged  in  a  more  advanc- 
ed stage  of  learning.  To  perfect  this  arrangement  the 
Board  have  been  compelled  to  incur  an  additional  ex- 
pense of  three  hundred  dollars  per  annum  in  salaries, 
besides  the  cost  of  alterations,  which  they  hope  the  So- 
ciety will  perceive  lias  been  judicious.  The  duties  of 
teacher  in  the  primary  school,  which  is  continued  on  the 
monitorial  system,  are  discharged  by  Joseph  W.  Rob- 
erts, who  has  charge  of  two  hundred  and  fifteen  boys, 
and  who  has  thus  far,  sustained  his  reputation  as  a  teach- 
er to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Board. 

William  Neal,  the  principal  teacher,  under  the  super- 
intendence of  a  committee,  organized  a  school  of  forty- 
five  boys,  to  whose  improvement  his  time  was  exclusive- 
ly devoted;  and  the  number  being  limited,  lie  was  ena- 
bled to  pay  direct  attention  to  each  individual  in  this 
school.  The  boys  are  instructed  in  arithmetic,  English 
grammar,  geography  and  mathematics.  The  regular 
attendance  of  the  boys  and  their  progress  in  learning,  | 
was  quite  satisfactory.  I 

In  the  month  of  July  last,  William  Neal,  very  much  [ 
to  the  regret  of  the  Managers,  resigned  his  situation  as  I 
teacher,  for  the  purpose  of  engaging  in  a  more  active 
employment;  this  circumstance  the  Board  considered  [ 
the  more  unfortunate  as  the  advantages  of  the  niif!  ar-  j 
rangement  were  but  just  beginning  to  develope  them-  j 
selves;  they,  however,  immediately  appointed  a  com-  i 
mittee  to  malce inquiries  for  a  suitable  person  to  succeed  [ 
him;  and  to  receive  apphcatlons  from  such  persons  as  i 
might  offer  themselves.  From  a  number  whose  names  i 
and  recommendations  were  submitted  by  the  committee, 
the  Board  made  choice  of  Z.  D.  Brazier,  who  entered  j 
upon  the  discharge  of  his  duties  on  the  9th  day  of  Sep-  | 
temberlast.  From  the  present  state  of  this  department,  j 
the  Board  have  seen  no  reason  to  regret  their  clioice. 

The  literary  department  of  the  girls' scliool  continues 
under  the  charge  of  Margaret  Bonsall,  and  consists  of 
two  hundred  and  forty-five  girls,  about  one-third  of 
which  number  are  alternately  in  the  sewing  department, 
under  the  instruction  of  Hannah  Smith.  Tlie  Board 
have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  female  teach- 
ers, who  devote  their  time  and  talents  to  the  improve- 
ment of  their  pupils  with  a  commendable  zeal. 

The  present  situation  of  the  schools  supported  by  the 
funds  of  the  Society,  forms  a  subject  of  congratulation. 
Several  of  your  Board  of  Managers  iiave  devoted  years 
to  the  service  of  the  institution,  and  they  can  unhesita- 
tingly unite  in  declaring  that  its  advantages  have  never 
been  more  apparent  than  at  present.  With  a  total  of 
five  hundred  and  ten  children  under  the  care  and  in 
struction  of  attentive  and  competent  teachers,  and 
with  funds  nearly  adequate,  (with  a  due  regard  to  eco- 
nomy,) to  sustain  the  expense  of  the  establishment,  it 
may  perhaps  be  said,  that  the  original  intention  of  its 
founders  .has  been  accomplished,  certainly  so  far  as  to 
offer  to  those  who  are  unable  to  pay  for  the  instruction 
of  their  offspring,  that  by  sending  their  children  regu- 


larly to  our  schools,  in  numbers  to  fill  all  the  depart^ 
ments,  that  the  means  of  obtaining  a  good  English  edu- 
cation,  calculated  to  make  them  useful  and  i-espectable 
menibers  of  society,  are  here  provided. 

The  average  number  of  children  belonging  to  the 
schools  during  the  past  year,  was  five  hundred  and  ten, 
and  the  total  expense  of  instruction,  including  teachers' 
.salaries,  books,  stationary,  fuel,  &c.  was  §2002  24; 
showing  that  the  annual  cost  of  each  scho  ar  is  but  three 
diillan  and  ninety-three  cents,  a  sum  certainly  small  when 
compared  with  the  advantages  derived  by  a  pupil  with 
the  present  arrangement.  During  the  year,  there  has 
been  admitted  into  the  schools,  214  boys  and  230  girls; 
there  has  been  discharged  153  boys  and  205  girls;  leav-  * 
ing  260  boys  and  250  girls  now  under  a  course  of  in- 
struction.  Since  the  foundation  of  the  institution,  the 
whole  number  of  children  who  have  partaken  of  its  be- 
nefits is  9839. 

In  the  year  1814,  the  Board  of  Managers,  in  order  to 
excite  the  scholars  to  diligence  in  their  stud  es,  and  af- 
ford to  such  as  were  disposed  to  read  at  home  an  op- 
portunity of  doing  so,  with  a  hope  of  improvement,  es- 
tablished a  library,  consisting  of  books  suited  to  the  dif- 
ferent capacities  ot  children:  for  this  collection  they 
were  indebted  to  the  liberality  of  several  respectable 
booksellers  and  others,  who  contributed  when  called 
upon  for  that  purpose  without  hesitation.  This  library 
has  now  been  in  use  nearly  twenty  years;  the  books 
have  generally  been  read  by  the  children,  and  the  effect 
produced,  we  have  cause  to  believe,  has  been  benefi- 
cial. The  present  Board  have  obsei-ved  that  these 
books,  from  long  and  constant  use,  liave  become  very 
much  defaced,  many  of  them  in  fact  ore  no  longer  in  a 
state  to  be  read;  they  have  therefore  deemed  it  advisa- 
ble to  make  an  effort  to  renew  and  enlarge  the  library'; 
a  committee  has  been  appointed  for  this  purpose,  who 
have  commenced  receiving  subscriptions  from  the  mem- 
bers of  the  board  and  others:  their  success  thus  far  en- 
courages the  belief  that  the  effort  will  be  successful. 
I'he  Board  introduce  this  subject  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
commending the  prosecui  ion  of  it  to  their  successors, 
and  of  commending  it  to  the  mrmbers  of  the  society  as 
a  very  suitable  object  up  n  which  to  bestow  their 
bounty. 

The  property  of  the  Society  in  Kensington  has  not 
yet  become  a  source  of  revenue,  owing  to  the  continu- 
ed expenditure  for  paving,  fencing,  &c.  consequent 
upon  the  improvement  of  that  district;  but  we  are  quite 
satisfied  that  this  property,  which  has  considerably  en- 
hanced in  value,  will  yield  a  considerable  addition  to 
the  funds  of  the  Society,  whenever  they  may  think 
proper  to  make  a  disposition  of  it. 

Fora  detailed  statement  of  the  funds  of  the  institution, 
and  all  matters  in  relation  to  its  fiscal  concerns,  the 
Board  refer  to  the  report  of  the  Treasurer,  which  will 
be  laid  before  you. 

Before  taking  leave  of  their  constituents,  the  Board 
of  Managers  cannot  but  express  their  gratitude  to  an  all 
wise  and  beneficent  Providence,  who  rules  and  governs 
all  things,  that  he  has  permitted  this  Society  to  be  the 
humble  instrument  of  good  to  this  community,  that  all 
our  concerns  have  been  made  to  prosper,  that  we  have 
a  prospect  of  continuing  and  enlarging  our  efforts  of 
benevolence,  that  some  of  those  that  were  formerly  thd  '_ 
recipients  of  our  bounty,  are  now  numbered  among  our  ': 
friends  and  fellow  members;  and  they  indulge  an  hum- 
ble hope  that  the  same  Divine  Superintendent  will  con- 
tinue to  watch  over  this  institution,  and  enable  it  to  ex- 
tend the  blessings  of  education  still  more  extensively 
than  it  has  yet  done. 

By  order,  and  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Man.Tgers. 
SAMUEL  J.   BOBBINS,  Chairman. 

JoHW  B.   Ellison,   Secretary. 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  27,  1833. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF    IHE  TREASURER. 

To  the  Philadelphia  Society  for  the  Estahlifhment  and 
Suppiirt  of  Charity  Schools. 

The  Treasurer  respectfully  annexes  his  annual  state- 
ment for  the  pa^  year. 

Received  from   members,  less  comm'ssions 

fur  collecting,  $174  40 
Received    interest    (in    this  item    there   is 
$668  66  which  was  due   and   unpaid  in 

my  last  report)  1897  32 

Received  rents,  less  repairs  and  taxes,  &c.  489  17 

Received  ground  rent,  36  00 

Received  library  share,  5  00 

Received  bond  and  mortgages  paid  in,  5500  00 

8101  89 
Deduct  balance  due  Treasurer  per  last  report,     185  40 

Sr916  49 
Paid  Teachers  and  expenses,       |)2002  24 
••     bond  and  mortgages,  5650  00       ^7652  24 


Balance  due  the  Society, 


g264  25 


The  Capital  Stock  of  the  Society  now  stands  invested  t 

follows: 

$1100  00  Bond,  1  year's  interest  due  1st 
Mo.  15,  1834,  $66  00 

1000  00  Hond,  1  year's  interest 

due  9th  Mo.  31.  1834,       60  00 
3000  00  Bond,  2  year'siiiterest 

due  9th  Mo.  30,  1834,     180  00 
7000  00  Bond  1  year's  interest 

due  nth  Mo.  19,  1834,  420  00 
1500  00  Bond  1  year's  interest 

due  11th  Mo.  29,  1834,      90  00 
2500  00  Bond  1  year's  interest 

due  12th  Mo,  31,  1834,  150  00 
1650  00  Bond  6  mo'ths  interest 

8th  Mo  2,  1834,  49  50 

6  mo'ths  interest 
2d  Mo.  2,  1834,  49  50 

1500  00  Bond  1   year's  interest 

nth  Mo.  16,  1834,  90  00 

1500  00  Mortgage,  1  yr's  inte- 
rest due  12th  Mo.  8.  1834,  90  00 
153  00  Bond,    2   year's    due, 

9th  Mo.  26',  1834,  18  36 

600  00  Ground  rent  John  Ev- 
ans'Legacy,  36  00 
200  00  Union  Canal  share. 
40  00  Library  share,  nett,  1  000 
2500  00  Hou-e  in    Fifth  street, 

say  nett  rent, 
10460  14  School-house 
2155  02  Offices, 
1061  75  Kensington  property. 


160  00 


400  00 


*37919  91 


$1860  36 


Add  uncollected  income  for  1833,  108  36 

Anticipated  receipts  from  Members,  175  00 

Probable  income  for  1834,  $2143  72 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

GEORGE  PETERSON,  Treasurer. 
Philadelphia,  Ut  Mo.  7,  1834. 


MEETING  OF  STOCKHOLDERS  OF  THE  GIRAUD 
BANK. 

The  assemblage,  of  Monday,  in  relation  to  the  Girard 
Bank,  was  very  large,  and,  as  might  have  been  expect- 


ed, divided  into  two  parties,  one  for,  the  other  against, 
the  abrogation  of  the  Hank's  agreement  with  "  the  gor- 
ernment."  Each  party  claims  a  majority  and  triumph. 
We  publish  the  regular  reports  of  the  proceedings  of 
both.  — 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Stockholders  in  the  Girard  Bank, 
held  agreeably  to  the  Act  of  Incorporation,  at  the  bank- 
ing House,  on  Monday,  March  17. 

Edward  Smith,  Esq.,  was  called  to  the  chair,  and 

William  Newell,  appointed  Secretary. 

The  following  communication  from  the  President  of 
the  Bank,  was  handed  to  ihe  chair: 

March  17,  1834. 

Sir — As  the  present  meeting  of  the  stockholders  has 
been  called  specially  by  themselves,  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors have  deemed  it  most  proper  lliat  they  should  not 
attend.  If  any  information  should  be  desired  by  the 
stockholders,  the  Buard  will  cheerfully  furnish  it  to 
any  committee  that  may  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

(Signed)     '  JAMES  SCHOTT. 

President  of  the  Girard  Bank. 
To  the  Chairman  of  the  Meeting  of  Stockholders. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolutions,  offered  by 
Griffith  Evans,  Esq.,  were  then  adopted: 

Whereis,  The  removal  of  the  deposits  from  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  is  a  violation  of  the  chartered  rights 
of  that  institution,  and  has  brought  embarrassment  and 
distress  over  the  whole  country,  which,  before  that  act, 
was  in  the  enjoyment  of  unexampled  prosperity, — 

Therefore,  Resolved,  As  the  sense  of  this  meeting, 
that  the  Directors  of  the  Girard  Bank  be,  and  thay  are 
hereby  instructed  to  restore  to  the  proper  authority  the 
monies  and  deposits  of  the  United  States  in  their  posses- 
sion, as  soon  as  the  same  can  be  effected  consistently 
with  the  convenience  and  safety  of  the  institution,  and 
that  the  said  Girard  Bank,  shall  henceforth  cease  to  be 
the  repository  of  the  deposits  aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  we  do  not  intend  to  impute  censure 
upon  the  Directors  of  the  Girard  Bank  for  the  reception 
of  the  Government  Deposits,  but  hereby  to  express  our 
decided  opinion,  that  the  interest  of  the  public  at  large, 
of  this  community,  and  of  the  stockholders,  are  adverse 
to  their  retention  in  this  institution. 

On  motion  of  John  S.  Riddle,  Esq.,  the  following  re- 
solution was  then  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  persons  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  chair,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  have  the  re- 
solutions adopted  by  this  meeting  engrossed  in  a  book, 
and  under  whose  superintendence  the  book  shall  be 
opened  at  the  Merchants'  Coffee  House,  until  the  28th 
inst.,  to  receive  the  signatures  of  such  of  the  stockhold- 
ers of  this  bank  as  approve  of  the  resolutions,  with  the 
nuJTiber  of  shares  of  stock  held  by  them  respectively  set 
against  their  several  names,  and  that  said  committee  be 
instructed  to  present  said  book  on  the  29th  inst.  to  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Bank,  that  they  may 
take  such  order  upon  it  as  to  them  seems  fit  and  proper. 

Whereupon  the  Chair  appointed  John  S.  Riddle,  John 
A.  Brown,  George  F.  Randolph,  William  Newel,  and 
Edward  Smith,  the  Committee. 

In  conformity  with  the  above  resolution,  on  motion 
of  Andrew  M.  Jones,  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted: 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  this 
meeting  be  handed  to  the  President  of  the  Girard 
Bank,  and  that  the  same  be  published  in  all  the  city 
papers. 

EDWARD  SMITH,  Chairmsn. 

Wm.  Neweii,  Secretary. 

GIRARD  BANK. 

The  undersigned  Committee,  appointed  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Stockholders  of  the  Girard  Bank,  held  at  the 
Banking  House  on  the  l?th  March,  1834,  give  notice 
to  all  the  Stockholders  who  approved  the  annexed  pre- 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


[Mahch 


»mble  and  resolutions  adopted  at  the  meeting-,  that  a 
book  is  now  open  at  the  Merchants'  CofFee  House  to 
receive  their  signatures,  and  that  said  book  will  remain 
open  daily  until  the  28lh  inst.,  inclusive,  undtr  the  su- 
perintendence of  ihe  committee. 

JOHN  S.  RIDDLE, 
JNO.   A.  BROWN, 
GEO.  F.  RANDOLPH, 
\VM.  NEWELL, 
EDWARD  SMITH, 

Committee. 


GIRARD  BANK  MEETING. 

Girard  Bank,  March  \7,  1834. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Stockholders  of  the  Girard  Bank, 
held  this  day,  Jas.  M.  Linnard  was  appointed  Chairman, 
and  James  Rogers  and  John  F.  Stump,  Secretaries. 

The  following  resolutions  were  offered  by  Edward 
D.  Ingraham,  and  adopted  by  a  large  majority  as  the 
voice  of  tlie  meeting. 

Whereas,  this  General  Meeting  of  the  Stockholders 
of  the  Girard  Bank  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  has  been 
called  after  public  notice,  in  relation  to  the  Government 
Deposits,  and  other  business  connected  with  that  insti- 
tution, and 

Whereas,  the  Stockholder,  at  their  last  general  meet- 
ing in  November  last,  subsequent  to  the  contract  made 
by  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Bank  with  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  m  relation  to  the  government 
deposits,  did  unanimously  approve  of  the  management 
of  said  institution  by  the  President  and  Directors. 

Resolved,  That  this  present  meeting  does  also  fully 
approve  of  the  conduct  of  the  president  and  directors 
in  the  general  administration  of  the  institution,  and  es- 
pecially in  relation  to  the  public  deposits,  and  does 
hereby  request  them  faitiifully  to  continue  to  execute 
the  contract  made  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
in  relation  to  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  has  entire  confidence 
that  the  presidentand  directors  of  the  Girard  Bank  have 
administered,  and  will  continue  to  administer  the  af- 
fairs of  the  institution  with  strict  impartiality,  uncon- 
nected with  any  political  questions  existing  between 
the  Government  and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
solely  with  a  view  to  the  just  interests  of  the  Stockhold- 
ers and  the  commiinitj'. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  a  large 
deposit  of  1,300,000  dollars,  whetherpublic  or  private, 
is  of  decided  advantage  to  the  Bank  and  the  communi- 
ty— to  the  Bank,  because  it  will  yield  a  certain  interest 
of  60,000  dollars  per  annum,  being  4  per  cent,  upon 
the  whole  capital — to  the  community,  because  it  will 
enable  the  Bank  to  extend  additional  facilities  to  the 
trading  interests. 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  deprecates  the  idea  of 
withdrawing  so  large  an  amount  from  the  use  of  this 
community,  and  giving  of  it  to  a  sister  city  ,'and  the  con- 
sequent loss  of  the  interest  which  would  otherwise  be 
disbursed  among  ourselves,  and  which  will  incontesta- 
bly  be  the  case  if  the  contract  with  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  be  rescinded. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  the 
call  under  which  we  are  now  assembled,  originated  in 
political  motives  only,  and  without  reference  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  country. 

JAS.  M.  LINNARD,  Chairman. 

T        E.   e  c    Secretaries, 

John  F.  Stump,    J  * 


Eablt  Navigation-. — As  we  predicted  in  our  last, 
lake  Erie  is  free  of  ice  and  navigable,  from  this  port 
upwards.  If  the  Pennsylvania  canal  were  completed 
to  this  place, we  might  have,this  spring,from  four  to  six 
weeks  the  start  of  Buffalo  ;;nd  the  Erie  canal,  for  doing 


business — worth  to  this  state  at  least  one-half  of  the  ex- 
pense  of  all  the  work  necessary  for  the  completion.— 
Erie  Observer,  March  1. 


RivEn  Navigation. — A  number  of  arks  and  rafts 
from  the  North  and  West  Branches  have  descended  the 
Susquehanna  this  Spring.  The  arks  Irom  the  head 
waters  of  the  West  Branch,  laden  with  tlie  bituminous 
coal  of  Clearfield  county,  met  a  ready  sale  at  17  cents 
the  bushel.  This  is  an  advance  upon  the  former 
price  of  bituminous  coal,  and  is  such  as  to  warrant  the 
active  prosecution  of  mining  and  transporting  this  de- 
scription of  coal  to  a  large  extent.  The  mines  are  in- 
exhaustible, from  a  few  miles  above  the  mouth  of  Bald 
Eagle,  to  the  sources  of  the  West  Branch. — Hurrinhurg 
Chonick. 


THE     REGISTER- 


PHILADELPHIA,  MAllCH  22,  1834. 


In  the  present  number  we  have  commenced  the  in- 
sertion of  two  very  able  reports,  on  highly  interesting 
subjects,  viz:  that  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
by  Mr.  Keating,  on  the  Currency  and  Finances  of  the 
State:  and  the  report  of  Mr.  Packer,  one  of  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  Senate  last  Session,  to  visit  the 
Coal  regions  of  the  State. 

The  largest  collection  of  inhabitants  of  the  City  and 
County,  tliat  has  probably  ever  been  witnessed,  took 
place  in  Independence  Square,  on  Thursday  afternoon, 
pursuant  to  public  notice,  to  express  their  views  of  the 
present  alarming  and  distressing  crisis — in  public  af- 
fairs.  The  number  present  has  been  variously  estimat- 
ed at  from  40  to  60,000.  About  two-thirds  of  the  whole 
Square  appeared  to  be  well  filled,  and  near  the  stage 
the  crowd  was  so  dense,  that  (an  officer  informed  us,) 
it  was  necessary  continually  to  supply  many  persons 
with  water  to  prevent  their  sinking  under  the  oppres- 
sion, caused  by  their  confined  situation.  Our  limits  will 
not  permit  an  insertion  of  the  proceedings  of  the  meet- 
ings, or  an  account  of  the  numerous  processions,  this 
week.  In  our  next  number  we  hope  to  present  a  full 
account  of  both. 


Within  the  last  ten  days  two  important  churches  have 
been  deprived  of  their  pastors  by  death,  viz.  the  Ger- 
man Reformed  Church,  in  Crown  street,  of  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Gilbert  R.  Livingston,  on  the  9th  inst. ;  and  St.  Ste- 
phens' Church,  in  Tenth  Street,  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  James 
Montgomery,  on  the  \7\h  inst. 

On  the  15th  inst.  the  new  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church,  in  Twelfth  street,  at  the  corner  of  Cherry 
street,  called  "Grace  Church,"  was  consecrated  by  the 
venerable  Bishop  White;  and  on  Sunday  was  regularly 
opened  for  worship.  The  Rector  is  the  Kev.  Samuel 
C.  BrinckU. 

Printed  every  Saturday  morning,  by  Wm.  F-  Geddes, 

No.  9,  Librar.'  street,  Philadelphia. 
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REPORT  ON  THE  COAL  TUADE. 

(Continued  from  page  189. ) 

THE  SECOND,  OR  BEAVER  MEADOW,   SHAM- 

OKIN  AND   MAHANOY  COAL  FIELD. 

The  particular  localities  of  this  coal  field  ai*e  not  so 
well  defined  as  those  of  the  first  and  third.  Occupying 
the  summit,  or  highest  ground  between  the  waters  of 
the  Lehigh  and  Schuylkill,  and  the  Susquehanna,in  the 
midst  of  the  dense  chain  of  mountains,  extending  across 
the  entire  country  between  these  streams;  and  being 
consequently  farther  removed  from  the  eastern  market, 
it  has  not  been  so  fully  explored  nor  its  resources  so  ex- 
tensively called  into  requisition.  Sufficient  informa- 
tion upon  the  subject  is  possessed,  however,  to  enable 
us  to  trace  its  general  features,  and  to  justify  the  belief 
that  it  is  a  distinct  and  independent  formation,  forming, 
as  it  has  recently  been  termed  the  "  back  bone"  of  the 
anthracite  coal  deposit  of  Pennsylvania.  It  is  also  equal- 
ly susceptible  of  access;  and  if  the  improvements  now 
contemplated  and  in  progress  in  this  region  be  com- 
pleted, and  the  measures  hereafter  suggested  by  the 
committee  be  adopted, its  mineral  wealth  can  be  thrown 
into  market  upon  terms  equally  favourable. 

The  second  coal  field  lies  at  an  average  distance  of 
about  ten  miles  north  of  the  first;  runs  latera  ly  with  it, 
ranging  nearly  an  east  and  west  course,  is  about  the 
same  in  extent  of  miles,  and  apparently  similar  in  its  ge- 
ological character.  It  is  enclosed  or  bounded  by  a  con- 
tinuous range  of  double  mountain  barrier,  commencing 
about  three  miles  west  of  the  Lehigh,  and  ending  in  the 
forks  of  Malianoy  creek,  in  Northumberland  county, 
about  five  miles  east  of  the  Susquehanna.  The  moun- 
tain by  which  it  is  thus  enclosed,  assumes  various 
names,  from  the  fact  that  different  streams  pass 
through  it,  or  from  other  local  circumstances.  On  the 
south, it  is  called  the  Spring  mountain,  which  continues 
to  the  western  extremity  of  the  field,  where  it  is  called 
the  Mahanoy  and  Bear  mountain.  On  the  north,  it  is 
called  mount  Yeager,  Buck  mountain,  Catawissa  moun- 
tain, Shamokin  mountain,  Zerby's  Retreat,  &c.  &c. 
This  chain  or  boundary  is  preserved  at  the  western  end 
of  the  basin,  and  also  on  the  north  and  south,  so  far  as 
it  has  been  traced,  with  surprising  regularity,  interrupt- 
ed only  by  the  streams  that  break  through  it.  The  east- 
ern end  seems  to  be  more  irregular,  the  boundary  be- 
ing broken  into  fragments,  and  various  smill  streams 
flowing  through  it  into  the  Lehigh.  The  outer  base, 
like  that  of  the  first  coal  field,  exhibits  a  red  shale  mar- 
gin, extending  entirely  around  the  field,  and  marking 
its  extent  with  great  precision.  At  the  east  end  it  is 
penetrated  by  Beaver  Meadow  creek,  and  Hazel  run, 
emptying  into  Quakake,  and  also  by  Laurel  run,  Sandy 
creek,  Terrapin  pond  creek,  and  other  small  streams, 
all  emptying  into  the  Lehigh,  and  affording  out-lets,  by 
rail  road,  for  the  coal  of  that  purt  of  the  field  lying  be- 
tween the  Lehigh  and  the  summit  formed  by  the  head 
waters  of  Tamiiqua  and  Beaver  Meadow  creeks,  em- 
bracing an  area  of  about  fifteen  miles  in  length,  and 
from  five  to  »ix  miles  in  width.  On  the  north,  it  is  bro- 
ken through  by  Black  creek,  a  branch  of  the  Nesco- 
peck,  Cattawissa,  Roaring  creek,  S:>amokin,  and  Zer- 
by'i  brook,  a  branch  of  Mahanoy.  On  the  south  it  is 
broken  through  below  Girardville,  by  Big  Mahanoy, 
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which  passes  along  the  south  or  outer  side  of  the  boun- 
dary, to  its  western  termination,  in  Northumberland 
county,  where  it  leaves  it,  and  falls  into  the  Susquehan- 
na. It  may  therefore  be  said  that  there  is  no  direct 
southern  out-let  from  this  district,  the  Mahanoy  running 
west  into  the  Susquehanna,  and  tlie  Beaver  Meadow 
creek  east,  into  the  Lehigh.  The  Broad  mountain 
runs  the  entire  distance  from  the  Lehigh,  to  the  Sus- 
qtiehanna,separating  the  first  and  second  coal  fields.and 
although  coiLsiderably  depressed  by  the  wt  st  branch  of 
the  Schuylkill,  above  Coal  Castle,  as  well  as  at  some 
other  places,  it  is  broken  through  only  by  the  head  wa- 
ters of  Tamaqua;  and  perhaps  this  valley  will  in  time 
afford  the  most  eligible  route  for  that  j)ortion  of  the 
coal  of  the  district,  west  of  the  Beaver  Meadow  summit, 
and  east  of  Girardville.  The  Tamuqua  and  Beaver 
Meadow  creeks,  rise  within  the  short  distance  of  one 
hundred  and  ihirty-two  fee  t  of  each  other;  and  the  whole 
ascent  from  the  Beaver  Meadow  mines  to  the  summit  or 
top  of  Spring  mount;.in,  is  two  hundred  and  sixty  feet, 
and  the  descent  from  thence  to  the  town  of  Tamaqua, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  Little  Schuylkill  rail  road, 
one  thousand  and  twenty  fc  et.  1  he  mind  of  man  is 
not,  however,  in  this  age  of  improvement,  confined  to 
ravines,  nor  the  meanderings  of  crooked  streams.  No 
obstacle  that  nature  has  placed  before  him  seems  to  be 
regarded,  and  accordingly  we  find  rail  roads  construct- 
ed over  our  highest  mountains,  and  others  in  progress, 
running  not  over  one  mountain  only,  but  crossing 
transversely  all  the  mountains  interposing  between  the 
waters  of  the  Schuylkill  and  the  Susquehanna,  and  the 
Susquehanna  and  the  Lehigh.  The  Danville  and  Potts- 
ville  raid  road,  designed  to  connect  the  Schuylkill  na- 
vigation at  Pottsville,  with  the  Susquehanna  at  Dan- 
ville, and  Pennsylvania  canal  basin  at  Simbury,  was 
projected  in  1826,  and  is  now  completed  as  far  as  Gi- 
i  rardville,  on  the  Mahanoy  creek,  about  ten  miles  north 
;  of  Pottsville.  The  death  of  its  chief  patrons,  the  laie 
j  Stephen  Girard,  who  subscribed  two  hundred  thousand 
j  dollars  to  the  stuck  of  the  company,  and  Gen.  Daniel 
Montgomery,  with  whom  the  project  originated,  lias 
retarded  for  a  time  the  completion  of  the  work.  When 
finished,  it  will  pass  through  the  heart  of  the  first  and 
I  second  coal  fields.  The  most  difficult  part  of  it,  includ- 
!  ing  the  tunnel  and  inclined  planes,  is  now  com])leted, 
i  and  will  be  ready  for  the  tiansportation  of  coal,  as  soon 
as  the  mines  on  Mahonoy,  now  owned  by  the  city  of 
(  Philadelphia,  shall  be  fully  opened.  From  Girardville, 
;  this  road  will  run  a  westerly  direction;  and  from  the 
Shamokin  summit,  pass  .some  eight  or  ten  miles  farther 
I  through  the  coal  beds  of  this  region,  and  following  the 
valley  of  Shamokin,  intersect  the  basin  of  the  Pennsyl- 
!  vania  canal  at  Sunbnry,  thus  affording  another  and  most 
i  important  avenue  for  tonnage  to  that  canal.  It  will 
therefore  be  used,  not  only  for  the  transportation  of 
cocil  from  the  mines  on  either  end, and  to  ditfcrentntiar- 
kets,  but  as  a  grand  thoroughfare  for  the  merchandize, 
I  produce,  gencVal  traffic  of  the  country,  and  the  agri- 
I  cultural  supplies  of  the  vast  and  rapidly  increasing  po- 
'pulation  oftliese  two  mineral  districts;  and  when  the 
j  spirit  of  liberality  sliall  be  as  willing  to  alh'W,  as  public 
policy  is  now  to'dictate,  the  propriety  of  a  free  commu- 
1  nication  to  the  Chesapeake,  the  mineral  treasures  of 
1  Shamokin  and  Mahanoy  will   be  found  to  contribute 
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their  full  share  to  the  wealth    of  the  State  and  the 
prosperity  of  her  citizens. 

This  road  being  tlie  only  improvement  yet  complet- 
ed in  the  second  coal  region,  there  has  been  no  coal  ta- 
ken from  the  district  to  the  eastern  cities,  excepting 
small  quantities  for  the  purpose  of  proving  its  charac- 
ter and  quality.  Several  beds  have  been  exposed  in 
different  parts  of  the  basin,  from  which  the  black- 
smiths and  the  neighboring  country  have  for  many 
years  been  supplied.  No  doubt  exists  eitlier  as  to  the 
excellence  of  its  quality  or  its  abundant  quantity.  It 
differs  sl'ghtly,  in  its  general  appearance,  from  the  coal 
of  the  first  district;  that  of  tlie  western  end,  on  Shamo- 
kin  and  Mahanoy,  being  very  brittle,  of  a  shining  black 
colour,  combustible,  and  exibiting  appearances  resem- 
bhng  the  ^ou'^/i.sof  wood;  while  that  of  the  eastern  end, 
at  Beaver  Meadows,  or  a  considerable  portion  of  it,  is 
undulated  a.nd  of  conc/ioidal fracture.  It  burns  freely, 
some  portions  of  it,  (as  in  the  first  and  third  districts,) 
producing  white,  and  others  red  ashes.  The  beds,  so 
far  as  exposed,  dip  to  the  southwest, and  some  of  them 
appear  to  be  of  extraordinary  tliickness.  The  mine  now 
opened  on  Zerby's  run,  or  Mahanoy,  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Oyster  bed,  when  first  discovered,  pre 
sented,  in  an  abrupt  and  steep  precipice,  juttino-  into 
the  creek,  the  appearance  of  several  strata  of  coal,  with 
intervening  earth  and  slate;  but  upon  excavating  these 
different  strata,  the  intervening  layers  of  earth  were 
observed  to  grow  thinner,  and  at  a  short  distance  to 
run  out,  leaving  an  unbroken  body  of  coal,  without  any 
admixture,  of  fifty  feet  in  thickness  above  the  water 
level.  There  are  other  beds  also  on  Coal  run, ami  Sham- 
okin  creek,  twenty-seven  and  thirty  feet  in  thickness. 
The  Beaver  Meadow  company's  mine  is  about  twenty- 
seven  feet  in  thickness  above  water  level,  with  small 
intervening  strata  of  slate,  and  it  has  been  traced  to  the 
depth  of  twenty-one  feet  below  water  level,  without  en- 
countering any  admixture  or  reaching  the  floor.  Otlier 
beds  are  found  to  be  no  more  than  tlu'ee  and  two  feet, 
and  some  ten,  twelve,  fi  teen  and  twenty  feet  in  thick- 
ness. The  basin  has  not  been  sufficiently  examined  to 
justify  an  opinion  as  to  the  precise  thickness  of  the  dif- 
ferent strata.  It  is  generally  believed  they  are  larger 
than  those  of  the  first  district;  yet  it  is  possible  that, 
upon  more  minute  examination,they  may  prove  not  ma- 
terially different. 

The  Beaver  Meadow  company  have  authority  to  con- 
struct a  rail  road  from  their  mines  to  the  Lehigh,  and 
down  the  river  to  the  Delaware  division  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania canal.  It  may,  however,  depend  upon  the  will 
of  the  Lehifih  Coal  and  Navigation  Company,  and  per- 
haps upon  the  course  of  policy  which  the  Legislature 
may  adopt  in  reference  to  the  subject  generally,  whe- 
ther it  shall  become  necessary  to  make  this  road;  and 
whether,  if  made,  such  negotiation  between  the  State 
and  the  Navigation  Company  may  not  afterwards  be 
tered  into,  as  will  accommodate  the  trade  of  the  second 
coal  district,  and  also  the  increasing  trade  of  the  upper 
country,  and  thus  render  the  rail  road  in  a  measure 
useless  and  unnecessary. 

During  the  recess,  a  communication  was  received 
from  a  committee  appointed  by  a  convention  of  dele- 
g.ates,  representing  several  of  the  northern  counties  in- 
terested in  the  navigation  of  the  Lehigh,  asking  an  in- 
vestigation of  the  grounds  of  complaint  against  the  Le- 
high Coal  and  Navigation  Company.  Conceiving  that 
the  Senate  had  not  imposed  upon  the  committee  the 
duty  of  investigating  all  the  charges,  whether  real  or 
imaginary,  that  have  from  time  to  time  been  preferred 
against  this  company,  and  which  were  before  another 
committee  of  the  Senate  at  the  last  session  of  the  Le- 
gislature,they  directed  their  attention  only  to  such  facts 
as  might,  in  their  judgment,  illustrate  the  effect  of  the 
acts  and  operations  of  the  company  (having  mining  and 
trading  privileges,)  upon  Individual  enterprise,  and  the 
improvement  and  general  prosperity  of  the  country. 
For  this  purpose,  certain  queries  were  addressed  to  the 
committee  of  the  Conyngham  convention.     Their  an- 


swers, as  also  such  parts  of  the  replies  of  the  Lehigh 
Navigation  Company  asappearapplicable  to  this  branch 
of  the  inquiry,  are  inserted  in  the  appendix,  Nos.  19, 
20,  and  21,  and  present  fully  the  views  of  the  com- 
plainants. 

The  river  Lehigh  is  the  natural  route  to  market 
for  several  of  the  northern  counties.  It  was  declared  a 
public  highway  as  early  as  9th  March,  1771.  Private 
subscriptions  were  made  at  an  early  day  to  improve 
the  navigation,  and  commissioners  appointed  by  the 
same  act  to  appropriate  and  expend  the  money.  What 
amount  was  then  raised  is  not  known,  but  it  may  safely 
be  presumed  to  have  been  very  inconsiderable.  The 
Le«lsl;iture,  by  the  act  of  15th  April,  1791,  appropria- 
ted one  thousand  pounds  to  improve  the  Lehigh  "  from 
its  junction  with  the  Delaware  so  tar  up  the  same  as  the 
sum  woidd  admit;''  and  on  the  27th  Februarj',  1798,  a 
company  was  incorporated  "for  the  purpose  of  improv- 
ing the  navigation,"  and  a  lottery  authorised  in  aid  of 
the  Improvement.  It  does  not  appear  that  any  thing 
was  done  by  this  company  In  the  way  of  improving  the 
Lehigh,  although  the  object  was  never  lost  sight  of. 
By  act  of  7th  March,  1810,commissloners  were  appoint- 
ed to  supply  the  pluces  of  those  who  were  deceased,  or 
had  declined  to  serve;  and  on  the  24th  March,  1817,  an 
.act  was  passed  for  the  general  improvement  of  the  State, 
which  act  authorized  the  Governor  to  subscribe  for  six 
hundred  shares  of  the  stock  of  the  old  company,  to  be 
paid  as  soon  as  a  similar  amount  should  be  subscribed 
by  individuals.  At  this  time,  or  before  the  meeting  of 
the  next  Legislature,  the  subject  was  taken  hold  of  by 
Mes^rs.  White,  Hazard  and  Hauto,  who,  on  the  20th 
March,  1818,  obtained  the  passage  of  a  law  conferring 
upon  them  the  right  of  improving  the  navigation  of  the 
Lehigh,  which  act  repeals  so  much  of  the  law  of  1817 
as  authorized  the  governor  to  subscribe  to  the  stock  of  the 
old  company.  So  that  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds, 
is  the  whole  amount  of  money  ever  appropriated  by  the 
State  for  the  improvement  of  that  river.  It  passed,  by 
the  act  of  1818,  into  the  hands  of  the  present  company, 
in  a  state  of  nature,  and  that  grant  was  subsequently 
confirmed  to  them  and  their  successors,  by  an  act  of  in- 
corporation of  the  13th  February,  1822,  by  the  name  ot 
the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company;  at  which 
time  the  company  surrendered  two-thirds  of  the  tolls 
they  were  entitled  to  charge  under  the  former  law. 

This  grant  was  an  extensive  one;  and  although  at  this 
day  it  may  be  viewed  by  some  as  an  extraordinary  re- 
linquishment of  sovereignty,  and  a  singular  encroach- 
ment upon  the  natural  rights  of  our  citizens;  it  was  at 
that  time  regarded  as  an  inducement  scarcely  commen- 
surate with  the  magnitude  and  the  hazard  of  an  enter- 
prise which  had  long  been  projected,  and  repeatedly 
attempted,  but  which  had  as  long  been  delayed,  or  as 
frequently  baffled.  Few  other  men  or  other  companies, 
it  is  presumed,  could  have  been  found  willing  to  com- 
mence the  work  upon  less  favourable  terms,  and  much 
more  extensive  privileges  would  no  doubt  have  been 
conferred  by  the  state,  had  they  been  deemed  essential 
to  the  accomplishment  of  the  object.  It  conferred  up- 
on the  company,  with  certain  limitations,  the  sole  juris- 
diction of  the  river  Lehigh,  for  the  distance  of  eighty- 
three  miles,  and  the  free  and  uncontrolled  use  of  its  wa- 
ters. So  dangerous  and  hazardous  was  the  natural  na- 
vigation of  the  river  regarded  at  that  daj',  and  so  diffi- 
cult was  it  to  transport  coal  over  the  mountain  from  the 
first  coal  field  to  the  stream,  that  the  Mauch  Chunk 
coal  lands,  now  so  valuable,  were  leased  by  the  compa- 
ny for  a  period  of  twenty  years  for  the  payment  of  the 
rent  of  owe  ear  of  Indian  corn  annually. 

The  company  first  improved  the  river  by  artificial  locks 
and  other  devices,  at  an  expense  of  one  hundred  fifty- 
five  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty  dollars.  This 
improvement,  being  greatly  interrupted  by  freshets, 
and  failing  generally  to  answer  the  purpose,  the  pre- 
sent navigation,  admitted  to  be  the  best  in  the  United 
States,  was  constructed  at  an  expense  of  one  million 
five  hundred  forty-six  thousand  ninety-four  dollars  and 
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ninety-six  cents.  The  different  rail  roads  and  other 
improvements  made  by  the  company  to  the  mines,  &.c. 
cost  the  sum  of  three  hundred  twenty-three  thousand 
five  hundred  eighty  dollars  and  twenty-seven  cents. 
Repairs  and  other  expenses,  one  hundred  seventy-one 
thousand  ninety-five  dollars  and  ninety-one  cents. 
Whole  original  cost  of  improvement  two  millions  one 
hundred  ninety-six  thousand  one  hundred  ninety-one 
dollars  and  fourteen  cents.  From  the  limited  examina- 
tion oftlie  subject  by  the  committee,they  have  not  been 
able  to  perceive,  that  in  the  expenditure  of  this  large 
sum  of  money  in  the  completion  of  their  works,  and  in 
the  expenditure  of  an  additional  sum  of  about  one  mil- 
lion of  dollars  in  carrying  on  the  coal  trade,  the  compa- 
ny have  violated  the  letter  of  their  acts  of  incorporation, 
or  committed  any  act  which  would  be  deemed  to 
amount  to  a  forfeiture  of  their  charter.  They  complet- 
ed the  lower  grand  division  from  Nesquehoning  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Lehigh,  48  miles,  nine  years  before  the 
time  limited  for  its  completion,  and  have  commenced 
the  upper  division  within  the  seven  years  prescribed  by 
law  for  that  purpose.  Nor  is  it  pretended  they  have 
imijosed  higher  rates  of  toll  than  tlie  law  authorizes 


Every  charter  or  act  of  incorporation,  is  to  a  greater 
or  less  extent,  an  infringement  upon  the  natural  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  people — and  their  naiur.^1  tendency 
is  to  monopoly.  As  an  auxiliary  or  additional  stimu- 
lant to  this  inherent  principle  of  corporate  bodies,  the 
Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company  possess,  by  ex- 
press legislative  grant,  the  privilege  of  mining  and 
transporting  coal — a  power  which,  when  connected 
with  an  improvement  depending  alike  upon  its  tolls  for 
support,  must  ultimately  prove  its  own  bane,  and  be- 
come injurious  to  the  interests  of  the  community: — and 
this,  by  the  strong  inducement  that  is  presented  to  the 
company  to  monopolize  the  trade,  and  to  keep  down 
competition.  Companies,  like  individuals,  will  endea- 
vour always  to  pursue  their  own  interests;  and  if  they 
believe  they  can  realize  a  greater  profit  by  engaging 
themselves  in  a  ]jarticular  branch  of  trade  than  by  rely- 
ing upon  tolls  accruing  from  the  produce  of  others  en- 
gaged in  the  same  business,  they  will  of  course  embark 
in  the  trade,  and  endeavour  to  monopolize  it.  They 
will  not  be  willing  to  furnish  upon  equal  terms  facilities 
to  their  competitors  of  the  same  trade,  nor  allow  them 
upon  even  ground  "  to  plough  with  their  own  oxen." 
them  to  cha7'ge.  It  is  argued,  however,  that  they  have  1  They  will,  unless  prevented  by  their  cliarter,  raise  their 
laid  exorbitant  tolls  for  tlie  purpose  of  prohibition,  and  tolls  so  high  as  to  exclude  him  from  market,  and  throw- 
that   this  amounts    to  such  abuse  and  misuse  of  their    every  other  obstacle  in  the  way.   This  is  a  state  of  things 


charter,  as  would  justify  the  Legislature  in  resuming 
the  giant.  The  committee  tliink  otherwise.  So  long 
as  the  company  keep  within  the  provisions  of  the  law, 
and  do  not  assess  a  higher  toll  than  the  law  permits  them 
to  receive,  they  may  impose  it  either  for  the  purpose 
of  prohibition,  or  for  the  purpose  of  remunerating  the 
stockliolders  for  their  large  expenditures.  Their  acts 
and  not  their  motives  must  determine  whether  they  have 
or  have  not  forfeited  their  chartered  privileges.  Whe- 
ther they  have  adopted  a  wise  or  erroneous  policy, 
which,  by  grasping  after  large  tolls,  may  prevent  them 
from  receiving  any,  is  a  question  between  'hem  and  the 
stockholders.  And  even  if  the  grant,  as  is  contended 
with  ability  by   the   convention  were   unconstitutional 


naturally  resulting  from  the  operations  of  incoiporated 
companies  possessing  the.'ie  powers;  and  the  great  and 
radical  error  of  former  legislatures  in  reference  to  tliis 
subject  lias  been,  in  the  opinion  oftlie  committee,  the 
blendingoftrafRcing  privileges,  with  tl.e  authority  to 
construct  canals  and  rail  roa<is,  which,  instead  of  being 
great  and  free  communications  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  whole  country,  belong  to  private  companies,  with 
authority  to  use  them  for  their  own  benefit, and  to  lock 
up  or  open  at  pleasure  the  resources  of  a  whole  valley 
or  community.  The  Schuylkill  navigation  and  the  im- 
provements at  Pottsville,  when  contrasted  with  those 
now  under  consideration,  abundantly  demonstrate 
the  correctness  of  this  position.      And   yet,   had  similar 


still  the  Legislature,  having  conferred  the  ])ower  upon  1  privileges  been  considered  necessary  to  ensure  the  com- 
the  company  for  the  accomplishment  of  a  great  public  I  pletion  of  the  work,  they  would  no  doubt  have  been 
object,  and  the  individuals  so  authorized  havingin  good  i  conferred  by  the  LegisViture  upon  the  Schuylkill  Navi- 
faith  executed  the  trust,  and  expended  their  substance  I  gation  company;  and  of  couise'a  policy  similar  to  that 
in  pursuance  of  the  law,    the  state  would  be  bound  in  !  pursued   by   the  T.ehigh    Company    would  have  been 

adopted.  But,  coal  was  not  then  regarded  as  an  object 
of  much  importance.ihe  company,as  appears  from  their 
memorial,  having  in  view,  primarily, the  lumber  and  ag- 


equity  to  see  them  out,  and  to  remunerate  them  for  any 
loss  which  they  might  sustain  by  reason  of  a  decision  of 
the  proper  tribunal  that  the  Legi^Iature  had  exceeded 
the  authoi  ity,  and  that  the  charter  was  of  consequence 
null  and  void. 

The  company,  therefore,  having  in  nowise  violated 
their  chartered  privileges,  the  issue  is,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  committee,  not  between  them  and  the  people,  but 
between  the  people  and  the  Legislature.  We  are  thus 
led  to  inquire,  ho»v  the  people  have  been  .affected  by 
this  legislative  grant,  and  what  aie  the  natural  conse- 
quences resulting-  from  it.'  That  the  people  at  large 
have  enjoyed  many  benefits  which  they  otherwise 
would  not  have  enjoyed, cannot  be  denied.  The  coun- 
try in  consequence  has  been  to  some  extent  improved — 
large  sums  of  money  have  been,  and  continue  to  be 
yearly  expended,  passing  into  the  hands  of  the  labour- 
er and  the  mechanic,  and  a  permanent  market  is  cre- 
ated in  the  mountains  for  all  the  produce  of  the  farm- 
er. The  river  Lehigh,  formerly  a  wild,  rugged  and 
dangerous  stream,  has  been  converted  into  a  safe,  per- 
manent and  excellent  navigation.  These  are  some  of 
the  many  advantages  conferred  by  the  grant  upon  the 
public.  Let  us  inquire  whether  it  may  not  be  turned 
to  still  greater  advantage,  and  by  subserving  the  views 
of  the  many,  instead  of  those  of  the  few,  become  pro- 
ductive of  greater  good — and  whether  instead  of  re- 
tarding, it  may  not  become  the  means  of  improving  and 
enriching  the  whole  face  of  the  northern  territory 
of  the  state — of  converting  the  wilderness  and  barren 
mountains  into  usefulness  and  value,  and  of  augmenting 
the  trade  and  strengthening  the  resources  of  our  me- 
tropolis. 


ricultural  trade  of  the  Schuylkill  valley. 

While  the  committee  therefore  deprecate  the  policy 
of  uniting  trading  privileges  with  the  authority  to  make 
public  i-iil  roads  and  canals,  (believing  that  this  consti- 
tutes the  strongest  grounds  of  opposition  to  such  com- 
panies,)  and  while  ihey  believe  that  the  Lehigh  compa- 
ny might  have  adopted  a  course  of  policy  more  condu- 
cive to  the  public  prosperity  and  convenience,  as  well 
as  to  their  own  interests,  tliey  are  of  opini(«i  that  any 
other  company  might  have  pursued  a  similar  policy  un- 
der like  circumstances;  and  that  if  the  people  on  the 
Lehigh  have  been  subjected  to  hardship  or  inconveni- 
ence, it  ban  been  done  accorillni^  to  lanv;  and  perhaps 
few  other  companies,  with  powers  and  privileges  of  like 
extent,  would  have  exercised  them  with  greater  lenity 
or  with  more  advantage  to  the  public.  No  com])laints 
are  known  to  exist,  excepting  in  relation  to  the  trans- 
portation of  coal.  Indeed,  if  the  public  had  any  assur- 
ance that  the  policy  of  the  company  would  remain  as 
nov.'  established,  there  would  be  little  necessity  for  leg- 
islative interference.  They  have  reduced  their  tolls  on 
coal  for  1834,  from  onedoUar  and  three  cents  to  seventy- 
three  cents  a  ton,  for  foity-six  miles.  They  have  thrown 
open  to  sale,  lots  in  the  town  of  Maucb  Chunk,  "free 
from  any  restrictions  on  the  business  or  occupations  of 
purchasers."  Churches,  store  houses,  i,nd  shops  have 
recently  been  erected,  and  mechanics  of  all  descriptions 
are  now  established  in  the  town,  and  begin  to  breathe 
the  air  of  liberty.     But  the  alHiirs  of  the  company  arc 
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mnnag-cd  by  a  board  of  directors.  The  present  stock- 
holders as  well  as  the  directors,  may  soon  be  succeeded 
by  others  willi  different  views  and  different  feelings 
'I'hose  of  the  next  year  may  reverse  tlie  proceeding's  of 
their  predecessors;  and  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that 
individuals  W'U  this  yeareng'Mge  in  the  coaltrade  in  the 
second  coal  field,  or  construct  riil  roads  from  the  mines 
to  the  canal,  when  next  year,  by  a  single  resolve  of  ano- 
ther board  of  directors,  the  policy  may  be  changed, 
and  upon  a  sudden  rise  in  the  coal  market,  or  from  any 
other  cause,  their  coal  be  prohibited  by  high  tolls  from 
passing  upon  the  canal.  It  is  on  account  of  this  state  of 
fluctuation  and  unceitainty  that  the  country  above 
Mauch  Chunk,  on  the  Lehigh,  has  thus  long  remained 
a  howling  wilderness,  without  population;  the  second 
coalfield  witliout  miners,  and  the  contemplated  improve- 
ments to  connect  the  Lehigh  with  the  north  branch  of 
tlie  Susquehanna,  so  long  dtlayed.  Tiiese  improve- 
ments, so  vitally  important  to  the  northern  section  of 
the  State  will  never,  it  is  feared,  be  made,  while  the 
Lehigh  navigation  remains  in  the  hands  of  an  incorpo- 
rated company,  holding  and  exercising  mining  and  tra- 
ding privileges. 

'i  hen,  is  there  any  remedy — any  healing  in  the  law 
for  this  malady — any  measure  which,  while  it  shall  ren- 
der full  justice  to  those  who  have  expended  their  mo- 
ney and  their  labor  upon  the  faitli  of  our  laws,  may  re- 
store the  people  to  their  natural  rights,  bring  forth  the 
mineral  resources  ofanothersection  of  the  state,  increase 
our  population,  and  open  another  avenue  to  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  for  a  trade  which  has  hitherto  sought  a  dif 
ferent  and  a  more  distant  markei?  The  rates  of  toll  as 
at  present  established  on  the  Delaware  division  of  the 
Pennsylvania  canal  are  a  half  a  cent  a  ton  per  mile,  or 
thirty  cents  per  ton  from  Easton  to  Bristol,  sixty  miles 
and  the  complainants  suggest  the  propriety  ofimposins 
the  same  rates  of  toll  upon  the  Lehigh  coal  passing  upon 
this  canal  ihat  the  company  charge  on  the  Lehigh  navi- 
gation, and  thus  bring  them  to  terms, — or,  in  other 
words,  to  put  in  'brce  the  law  of  retaliation.  At  first 
view  there  would  appear  to  be  some  equity  in  this;  but, 
another  thought  will  demonstrate  its  entire  inexpedien- 
cy. It  would  evidently  have  a  tendency  to  drive  the 
coal  out  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal  into  the  Morris  canal 
commencing  at  Easton  and  extending  to  Newark,  in 
New  .lersev,  or  into  the  bed  of  the  river  to  the  navigable 
feeder  of  the  Delaware  and  Raritan  canal,  twenty-five 
miles  below  Kaston,  through  which  it  might  pass  twenty- 
two  miles  to  Trenton — thence  in  sloops  to  Philadelphia, 
or  by  the  main  canal  from  Bordentown  toNewBrun- 
wick  and  to  New  York.  Tlie  State  would  therefore  not 
only  lose  the  tolls  on  the  Mauch  Chunk  coal,  but  it  might 
after  all  be  well  doubted  whether  the  people  own'ngcoal 
lands  above  would  build  uj3  improvements  and  engage 
in  the  coal  business  upon  the  strength  of  a  tenure  so  fra- 
gile, and  a  guaranty  so  novel  and  precarious.  Besides, 
our  public'improvemen's,  having  been  constructed  at 
the  common  expense,  and  with  the  joint  fun'ls  of  the 
people,  and  for  the  equal  benefit  of  all,  it  would  seem 
to  be  invidious  and  unjust  to  compel  one  portion  of 
citizens  to  pay  a  heavier  lax  than  those  of  another. 

The  committee  therefore,  without  entering-  more  mi- 
nutelv  upon  an  investigation  not  immediately  contem. 
plated  by  their  appointment,  but  viewing  the  subject  as 
closely  identified  with  the  best  interests  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, are  led  to  the  conclusion  that  the  State 
ought  to  adopt  the  only  alternative  which  appears  to  be 
free  of  difficulty  or  doubt :  — the  purchase  of  the  Lehigh 
navigation  In  the  act  of  1818,  the  Legislature  reserve 
the  right  to  purchase  after  the  expiration  of  thirty-six 
years,  and  also  to  forfeit  the  charter  in  case  of  misuse 
or  abuse.  What  was  the  object  of  the  first  reservation? 
Either  that,  at  the  expiration  of  thirty-six  years,  the 
company  would  be  fully  compensated  for  the  expense 
and  cost  of  the  work,  and  its  profits  and  advantages  be- 
come too  great  and  their  power  and  patronage  too  ex- 
tensive to  be  wielded  by  a   chartered  monopoly,  and 


that  consequently  they  might  become  injurious  to  the 
public  interests;  or,  that  in  the  more  advanced  state  of 
population  and  commerce,  it  should  be  required  for 
more  general  purposes,  and  ought  therefore  to  revert 
to  the  State  for  the  common  use  and  benefit  of  her  citi- 
zens. It  cannot  for  a  moment  be  supposed  that  the  re- 
servation meant  nothing,  and  that  the  Stale  intended 
forever  to  relinquish  to  a  private  company  all  jurisdic- 
tion and  control  over  so  important  a  stream,  and  so  ex- 
tensive and  valuable  a  territory.  Should  either  of  these 
events  occur  before  the  expiration  of  thirty-six  years, 
the  same  reasons  will  exist,  in  fact,  for  the  interposition 
of  the  Legislature.  It  is  suggested  also,  that  even  in 
the  absence  of  misuse  or  abuse  on  their  part,  the  State 
may,  by  an  arbitrary  act  of  legislation,  resume  all  the 
immunities  and  privileges  of  the  company,  and  deprive 
them  of  their  rights  of  property;  that  this  high  preroga- 
tive is  lodged  in  the  people  and  may  be  exercised  by 
their  representatives,  whenever  the  sacrifice  is  required 
for  the  public  good,  giving  at  the  same  time  full  com- 
pensation for  the  property  taken,  or  establishing  a  tri- 
bunal to  ascertain  by  law  the  quantum  of  damage  sus- 
tained— that  it  isinconsistent  with  our  ideas  of  legislation 
and  sovereignty,  to  believe  that  the  Legislature  can  cre- 
ate a  power  greater  than  itself,  or  one  that  may  control, 
and  forever  set  its  authority  at  defiance — that  the  dis- 
tinctions between  the  rights  of  artificial  and  natural 
persons  is  more  fancied  than  real,  and  that  there  is  no- 
thing more  sacred,  in  the  immunities  of  a  charter  than 
in  the  vested  rights  of  the  citizen  in  his  lands  and  build- 
ings which  he  has  purchased  from  the  State  to  be  enjoy. 
ed  by  himself,  and  dying,  to  be  transmitted  to  his  chil- 
dren; and  yet  the  State  by  an  arbitrary  act  of  legisla- 
tion freely  takes  the  one  and  the  other  whenever  and 
wherever  it  may  be  required  for  public  purposes — and 
more  than  all  prescribes  her  own  terms  and  her  own 
time  for  making  reparation  to  the  injured  party.  To 
some  of  these  positions  the  committee  fully  assent.  If 
the  State  have  not  the  power  to  take  the  property  of  a 
corporation  when  required  for  more  general  purposes, 
our  public  works  must  stop  short  whenever  they  reach 
a  borough  line.  They  agree  with  the  company  that 
"  our  courts  of  law  are  the  proper  tribunals  to  decide 
the  constitutionality  of  a  charter;"  but  they  insist  that  it 
is  for  the  Legislature  to  determine  whether  the  farther 
exercise  oF  the  corporate  powers  of  a  company,  (whe- 
ther this  reservation  be  contained  in  the  charter  or  not,) 
be  inconsistent  with  the  paramount  interests  of  the  pub- 
lic— and  if  so,  to  resort  to  the  chancery  powers  vested 
in  them  by  the  Constitution,  "  tc-  grant  relief  in  equity 
as  shall  be  found  necessary."  In  the  present  case,  how- 
ever, it  is  not  necessary  to  enter  upon  grounds  so  deba- 
teable.  Whatever  may  be  the  nature  of  the  grant — the 
rights  of  the  company  and  the  powers  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, the  State  is  bound  to  respect  them,  and  in  good 
faith  to  preserve  them  inviolate.  It  is  not  necessary  to 
adopt  a  measure  the  expediency  of  which  can  be  at  all 
questionable.  The  company  are  willing'  to  sell  their 
canal,  reserving  their  mining  privileges,  and  the  commit- 
tee are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  State  ought  to 
purchase.  Those  acquainted  with  the  local  situation  of 
the  eastern  end  of  the  first  coal  field,  and  the  lands  own- 
ed by  the  company  will  be  satisfied  that  although  indi- 
dividual  means  might  be  adequate  to  the  task,  yet  that 
no  individual  in  his  private  capacity,  would  be  willing 
at  this  d.ay,  to  undertake  the  transportation  of  coal,  to 
any  considerable  extent,  over  the  mountains  from  the 
mines  to  the  Lehigh.  As  a  coal  company,  therefore  lo- 
cated at  this  place,  they  may  with  safety  and  for  the 
purpose  of  beneficial  competition  be  allowed  to  remain. 
1  hen,  how  are  we  to  be  benefitted  by  the  purchase.'  In 
the  first  place, — 

I  he  State  will  again  be  put  into  possession  of  the  val- 
ley of  the  Lehigh,  and  by  uniting  the  Lehigh  navigation 
with  the  Delaware  canal  a  free  and  permanent  commu- 
nication will  be  opened  from  the  three  great  anthracite 
coal  fields  of  Pennsylvania  to  the  sea  board.     This  is  a 
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sufficient  intlucenient;  but  it  is  not  all:  A  communica- 
tion will  be  opened  through  which  will  pass  the  various 
and  valuable  productions  of  the  Wyoming  valley,  of  the 
north  branch  of  the  Susquehanna,  of  the  Gennessee 
river  and  the  lakes;  and  the  people  inhabiting  a  large 
portion  of  our  great  rival  be  placed  several  miles  near- 
er to  Philadelphia  tlian  their  own  city,  New  York.  This 
trade  will  be  drawn  to  our  own  city — our  merchandise 
and  our  coal  will  be  readily  received  in  exchange,  and 
the  toiiage  upon  the  whole  secured  to  our  own  canals. 
The  improvements  designed  to  connect  the  Susquehan- 
na with  the  Lehigh,  hitherto  prevented  by  the  uncertain 
or  unknown  policy  of  the  company  will  immediately  be 
made.  A  canal,  it  is  ascertained  by  actual  examination 
may  be  made  from  Berwick,  on  the  north  branch  of  the 
Susquehanna,  by  the  valley  of  the  Nescopeck  to  the 
Lehigh;  and  a  rail  road  from  Wilksbarre  to  the  mouth 
of  Wright's  creek,  a  distance  of  fourteen  miles  only  is 
practicable,  and  would  doubtless  be  placed  under  imme- 
diate contract.  The  rail  road  from  the  Beaver  meadow 
mines  to  the  Lehigh  would  be  prosecuted  to  immediate 
completion,  and  other  rail  roads  from  various  parts  of 
the  second  coal  field  would  soon  be  seen  to  intersect  the 
canal  and  pour  their  treasures  into  market.  A  popula- 
tion, equal  perhapsto  that  of  the  first  coal  district  would 
soon  grow  up  in  these  now  barren  and  desolate  moun- 
tains. In  this,  there  is  no  fiction.  We  see  that  such 
things  have  real  existence;  and  the  truth  is  practically 
demonstrated  by  the  experience  around  us,  that  the  state 
can  never  go  wrong  in  constructing  or  purchasing  a 
canal  or  rail  road,  leading  from  or  passing  through  a 
coal  region.  Nor  would  a  company  err  in  doing  so, 
were  the  navigation  thrown  open  to  the  free  exercise  of 
individual  enterprise  and  competition. 

Again,  the  state  ought  to  own  the  Lehigh  canal  for 
another  rfason.  The  Delaware  division  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania canal,  from  Easton  to  Bristol,  sixty  miles,  cost  the 
state  one  million,  four  hundred  and  thirty  thousand,  two 
hundred  and  eleven  dollars  and  eighty-five  cents,  the 
annual  interest  of  which  at  five  per  cent,  is  seventy-one 
thousand,  five  hundred  and  ten  dollars  and  fifty-nine 
cents.  The  Morris  canal,  commencing  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river,  as  also  the  Delaware  and  Raritan  canal 
and  other  improvements  contemplated  in  New  Jersey 
will  be  found  greatly  to  increase  the  coal  trade  of  the 
Lehigh.  By  uniting  the  Lehigh  and  Delaware  canals  a 
proper  share  of  this  trade  would  be  secured;  and  there 
can  be  nu  doubt  that  in  a  few  years  the  coal  alone  will 
pay  the  interest  of  the  whole  sum  invested  in  both  ca- 
nals. In  1832,  the  Mauch  Chunk  company  paid  to  the 
state  in  tolls  oi\  the  Delaware  canal,  seventeen  thousand, 
six  hundred  and  forty-six  dollars  and  sixty-one  cents, 
and  in  1833,  notwithstanding  the  breaches  in  the  canal 
forced  many  thousand  tons  to  take  the  river  in  arks, 
thirty-one  thousand,  nine  hundred  and  forty-one  dollars, 
and  sixty-eight  cents,  a  sum  nearly  equal  to  half  the  in- 
terest of  its  orgin.al  cost.  The  Lehigh  navigation  is  ad- 
mitted to  be  superior  in  all  respects  to  any  other  work 
of  a  similar  nature  in  the  United  States.  The  work  is 
executed  in  the  best  manner,  and  its  banks  have  now 
become  solid  and  permanent  and  of  course  will  require 
but  little  repairs.  It  is  forty-five  feet  at  bottom,  sixty 
feet  at  surface,  and  contains  five  feet  depth  of  water. 
Its  locks  are  twenty-two  feet  in  width  and  one  hundred 
feet  clear  in  the  chambers,  and  are  calculated  for  single 
boats  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons,  or  double  boats  of 
seventy  five  tons  burden.  It  is  forty-six  miles  in  length, 
with  forty  seven  lift  and  six  guard  locks,  and  nine  dams. 
The  whole  lockage  from  Mauch  Chunk  to  low  water  in 
the  Delaware  at  Easton  is  three  hundred  and  sixty  feet. 
Its  original  cost,  including  damages,  &c.,  is  one  million, 
five  hundred  and  forty-six  thousand  ninety-four  dollars 
and  ninety-six  cents  and  including  former  river  improve- 
ments, upper  and  lower  sections,  clearing  channels,  &c., 
one  million,  eight  hundred  and  seventy-two  thousand, 
six  hundred  and  ten  dollars  and  eighty -seven  cents.  The 
same  work  would  perhaps  have  cost  the  state  double 
this  sum.  The  company  arc  obliged  by  their  charter  to 


improve  the  river  Lehigh  as  far  as  Stoddartsville,  and 
a  release  from  this  duty  would  of  course  be  an  impor- 
tant consideration  in  a  negotiation  for  the  purchase  of 
their  navigation.  The  committee  are  not  authorized  to 
communicate  to  the  Senate  the  precise  sum  for  which 
the  company  will  agree  to  convey,  not  having  entered 
into  any  direct  correspondence  upon  this  point;  but  are 
authorized  to  say  that  they  will  take  in  payment  the 
certificates  of  debt,  without  putting  the  state  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  raising  the  money,  and  further,  "that  they 
will  guarantee,  for  the  ensuing  five  or  seven  years,  that 
the  tolls  on  coal  from  their  mines  alone  shall  pay  anna- 
ally  seven-tenths  of  the  interest  of  the  purchase  money, 
and  more,  if  the  tolls  amount  to  more.  Assuming  for 
the  purpose  of  illustration,  that  the  purchase  at  present 
would  amount  to  two  millions  of  dollars,  seven-tenths  of 
the  interest  would  be  seventy  thousand,  and  the  re- 
maining three-tenths  thirty  thousand  dollars.  This  lat- 
ter sum,  therefore,  exclusive  of  the  ordinary  expenses, 
is  all  that  would  be  required,  from  all  other  sources,  to 
meet  the  interest  of  investment.  Can  it  be  for  a  mo- 
ment believed  that  the  immense  resources  of  the  second 
coal  field,  and  the  vast  trade  of  the  north,  would  not 
pay  in  tolls  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars  annually.' 
The  history  of  the  times,  and  the  practical  experiments 
of  the  day  dispel  every  doubt  upon  the  subject,  Let 
us  not  be  intimidated  by  the  present  depression,  (mo- 
mentary it  is  hoped)  in  the  pecuniary  affairs  of  the  state. 
Let  this  circumstance  rather  urge  us  to  adopt  such  mea- 
sures as  will  place  the  state  beyond  the  reach  of  embar- 
rassment— out  of  the  danger  of  internal  as  well  as  ex- 
ternal commotion,  and  upon  that  high  eminence  in  the 
scale  of  the  Union,  which  she  is  entitled  to  occupy,  and 
to  which  she  has  the  power  to  ascend.  By  judiciously 
fostering  our  mineral  resources,  we  may  place  the  state 
upon  a  basis  too  solid  to  be  shaken.  Our  coal  and  our 
iron  will  be  found  to  constitute  an  inexhaustible  source 
of  wealth;  and  the  surest  indemnity  for  our  vast  state 
and  individual  expenditures.  Allow  them  freely  to  put 
forth  their  strength,  and  the  gloom  that  now  hangs  over 
our  public  improvements  will  speedily  vanish,  and  our 
public  debt  be  rapidly  diminished,  and  in  time  entirely 
discharged.  The  committee  therefore,  respectfully, 
but  earnestly  recommend,  by  every  motive  of  state  po- 
licy, the  purchase  of  the  Lehigh  navigation,  and  with 
,  this  view  suggest  the  propriety  of  adopting  a  resolution 
requesting  the  company  to  state  specifically  the  terms 
I  upon  which  they  will  agree  to  convey. 

The  whole  quantity  of  coal  mined  in  the  second  dis- 
trict during  the  last  year,  may  be  estimated  at  five  hun- 
I  dred  tons,  which  has  been  hauled  in  wagons,  &c. 
I  from  the  mines  to  supply  the  neighboring  districts. 

A  company  has  also  been  incorporated  for  making  a 
canal  or  rail  road  from  the  mines  on  Mahanoy  and  Zerby's 
run  to  the  river,  which  will,  it  is  believed,  afford  one 
of  the  most  eligible  out  lets  for  the  coal  of  the  second 
district.  The  road  may  either  follow  the  Mohanoy  val- 
ley from  the  mines  to  the  river,  or  pursue  a  more  direct 
course,  along  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  crossing  the  se- 
cond boundary  directly  to  the  Pennsylvania  canal,  into 
which  the  coal  may  enter  by  the  construction  of  an 
out-let  lock  near  the  middle  creek  aqueduct,  below 
Selinsgrove.  Recently,  indications  of  coal  have  been 
discovered  at  this  point  in  the  secnnd  barrier,  within  the 
distance  of  one  mile  from  the  river. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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But  there  are,  as  connected  with  the  withdrawal  of 
the  public  deposits  from  the  Bank,  other  and  more  im- 
portant considerations  than  those  which  result  from  the 
curtailment  of  its  means  of  usefulness.  In  the  opinion 
of  the  committee  a  groat  violation  of  public  faith  has 
been  committed.  The  trust  which  had  been  reposed 
in  the  dontrolling  power  of  the  law  has  been  impaired. 
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We  have  lived  to  witness  a  stretch  of  power  hitherto 
unparalleled  in  the  history  of  our  government.  The 
committee  deem  it  unnecessary  to  discuss  here  the 
terms  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank,  and  the  right  which  it 
has  to  the  public  deposits.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  their 
opinion  upon  this  point  conforms  to  that  expressed  by 
the  committee  of  Finance  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  whose  argument  appears  to  them  unanswerable. 
Viewing  the  question  in  this  light,  the  committee  are 
of  opinion,  that  public  confidence  in  the  security  of  our 
institutions,  and  in  the  all-ruling  power  of  the  law,  can- 
not be  fully  restored,  until  the  hasty  step  shall  be  re- 
traced, and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  replaced  in 
the  enjoyment  of  its  chartered  rights. 

In  considering  the  influence  produced  upon  the  cre- 
dit of  the  Commonwealth,  by  the  disordered  state  of 
our  currency,  it  is  easier  to  discover  its  causes,  than  to 
measure  its  eflfects.  It  would  be  a  very  superficial  and 
imperfect  view  of  the  subject  to  consider  the  loss  to  the 
State,  as  indicated  merely  by  the  difference  between 
the  present  prices  of  our  stocks  and  those  which  they 
formerly  commanded  both  at  home  and  abroad.  It  is 
known  to  the  committee,  that  about  this  time  last  year, 
the  largest  importers  of  European  manufactures, 
(whether  for  the  use  of  our  public  works,  or  for  indi- 
vidual consumption)  had  no  better  or  more  desirable 
mode  of  remitting  their  funds  to  England,  than 
by  sending  out  certificates  of  Pennsylvania  five  per 
cent,  stocks  of  1858;  purchased  even  at  an  advance  of 
from  fourteen  to  sixteen  per  cent,  in  this  market,  for 
which  they  found  a  ready  sale  in  the  London  Exchange, 
For  this  purpose,  they  were  eagerly  sought  after  in  our 
market  in  February,  1833;  at  present  they  he  at  par, 
and  even  below  this,  without  a  purchaser,a  dead  weight 
upon  the  holder  of  them.  In  Europe  thuy  are  no  long- 
er in  demand.  Upon  this  point  the  committee  express 
a  decided  opinion,  because  the  original  letters  from 
houses  of  the  greatest  respectability  in  London,  that 
have  been  extensively  engaged  in  the  sale  of  Pennsyl- 
vania stocks.have  been  confidentially  communicated  to 
them;  and  from  these  they  were  permitted  to  make  a 
few  extracts,  which  are  placed  in  a  note.  In  order  to 
estimate  the  value  of  these  letters,  it  is  well  to  bear  in 
mind,thatthey  were  not  written  by  politicians  for  political 
effect,  but  by  commerci.il  men  of  great  intelligence  and 
shrewdness  to  tiieir  correspondents  in  this  country,  as  a 
guide  for  future  speculations.  The  first  extract  alludes 
to  the  publications  of  the  list  of  foreign  stockholders  in 
the  Pennsylvania  loans,  made  last  winter  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  Senate. »  In  a  letter  from  London  of  De- 
cember 21st,  an  English  Banker  observes  that  they 
"  wish  no  more  consignments  of  American  stocks  at 
present,"  and  the  same  writer  observes,  that  we  must 
not  for  a  long  time  look  to  the  prices  of  the  year  1832. 
It  is  a  fact  known  to  the  committee,  that  large  quanti 


•  Extracts  from  letters  from bankers  in 

London  to 

'<  We  will  here  mention  and  draw  your  attention  to 
Cobbet's  Register  of  10th  of  August,  reflecting  most 
falsely  and  severely  on  the  Pennsylvania  loans;  it  is  not 
however  this  we  mind,  but  lie  names  from  a  New  York 
list  the  European  holders  of  this  loan.  This  is  interfer- 
ing with  private  interests,  and  we  deem  a  decided 
breach  of  confidence  of  which  the  Pennsylvania  Bank, 
and  the  officers,  who  superintend  transfers,  should  be 
made  aware  as  preventing  persons  of  consequence  in 
England  to  invest,  who  do  not  like  such  disclosures. 

In  another  letter  we  find," 

"$25,000  Ohio,  6  are  offered  for  sale  at  113  percent 
—^45,000  of  Penna.  5.  of  58  at  104.  The  tendency  is 
to  sell  American  Stocks. — People  express  themselves 
disgusted  with  the  President's  conduct  towards  the 
Bank.  The  people  as  well  as  the  public  papers  ex- 
press apprehensions,  that  your  monetary  system  is  to 
be  deranged.  You  may  be  certain,  that  it  is  not  with 
out  serious  pain  we  fell  compelled  to  say  so  much." 


ties  of  stocks  which  were  sent  to  England  to  meet 
bills  of  Exchange  have  remained  unsold  and  they  are 
aware  of  cases  even,  in  which  Stock  has  returned  to 
this  country.  In  one  instance,  it  is  believed  not  less 
than  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  was  received  by 
one  house  in  a  single  day;  which  may  be  viewed  as  an 
actual  abstraction  of  a  like  amount  from  the  floating  ca- 
pital of  the  country,  apphcable  to  all  the  exigencies  of 
trade  and  Industry. 

An  opinion  has  prevailed  with  the  narrow-minded 
and  prejudiced,  (and  the  committee  fear  that  it  has 
even  been  entertained  by  men  of  stronger  intellect  or 
more  information  on  general  matters,  but  who  had  not 
sufficiently  reflected  upon  this  subject,)  that  the  invest- 
ment of  foreign  capital  in  this  country  would  be  de- 
structive of  our  property  or  of  our  independence.  In 
what  manner  it  can  injure  one  who  needs  money  to 
borrow  it,  where  he  can  obtain  it  on  the  most  advan- 
tageous terms,  is  a  question  which  the  committee  pro- 
fess themselves  unable  to  answer.  The  affairs  of  states 
and  nations  generally  depend  upon  the  same  principles 
which  govern  the  intercourse  of  individuals.  Who  is 
there  among  us  who  would  hesitate  to  sell  a  mortgage 
to  a  stranger,if  he  could  thereby  obtain  money  on  more 
favourable  terms  than  from  a  neighbor?  Who,  in  the 
hour  of  need,  would  not  prefer  borrowing  from  a  stran- 
ger the  assistance  he  required  in  his  business,  than,  by 
taking  it  from  his  brother,  to  cramp  the  resources  of 
the  family,  and  prevent  the  Improvement  of  the  family 
estate?  If  in  borrowing  on  low  terms,  the  operation  be 
not  equally  advantageous  to  both  parties,  upon  whom 
is  the  favour  conferred?  upon  the  borrower  or  the  len- 
der? If  in  the  course  of  j'ears,  a  future  war  should 
check  the  intercourse  between  the  foreign  loan  holder 
and  his  debtors,  upon  whom  will  the  risks  and  difficul- 
ties of  the  non-intercourse  press  most,  upon  the  foreign- 
er who  may  be  unable  to  claim  his  semiannual  interest, 
or  upon  the  Commonwealth  in  whose  coffers  it  Will  re- 
main Idle  until  claimed? 

Is  it  not  the  part  of  wisdom  to  accumukate  ourresour- 
ces  for  the  hour  of  need?  and  how  can  this  be  better  ef- 
fected than  by  permitting  the  floating  capital  of  our 
country  to  be  applied  exclusively  to  the  promotion  of 
Individual  commerce  and  enterprise;  drawing  from  the 
foreigner  as  much  as  we  can  of  that  which  we  need  for 
our  great  public  works.  The  committee  have  endea- 
vored to  estimate  the  amount  of  foreign  capital  now  in- 
vested in  the  public  stocks  in  this  country.  Impossible 
as  it  is  to  arrive  at  any  accurate  information  on  this  sub- 
ject, they  are  led  to  believe  that  it  can  not  fall  short  of 
fifty  millions  of  dollars,  of  which  about  ten  millions  are 
invested  in  the  Pennsylvania  loans,  and  about  eight  mil- 
lions in  Bank  of  United  States'  stock.  (On  the  1st  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1332,  the  stock  held  by  foreigners  in  that  Bank 
was  g8, 405,500.)  Had  it  been  necessary  to  draw  all 
this  capital'  exclusively  from  our  own  citizens,  must 
it  not  have  been  by  a  withdrawal  of  a  similar  amount 
from  the  active  capital  of  the  country?  Must  not 
some  fields  have  remained  unimproved,  some  furnaces 
been  inactive,  some  factories  not  been  created,  some 
roads  or  canals  been  neglected,  all  of  which  are  now 
adding  to  the  strengtii  and  resources  of  the  State?  It 
is  not,  therefore,  merely  by  the  difference  in  the  price 
of  Interest  paid  for  money  among  the  overgrown  nations 
of  Europe,  or  in  our  new  and  improving  country,  that 
we  are  benefitted  when  we  borrow  from  the  foreigner. 
This  is  but  a  small  part  of  the  advantage  received.  It 
is  chiefly  in  the  introduction  of  new  capital,  which,  if 
our  measures  of  administration  wisely  fostered  it,  would 
pour  continually  Into  the  country,  as  from  an  inexhaus- 
tible feeder,  supplying  every  deficiency  in  this  country, 
antl  making  the  foreigner  dependent  upon  us,  not  us 
dependent  upon  him. 

Looking  into  futurity,  with  that  anxious  solicitude 
which  recent  events  are  calculated  to  excite,  are  we  not 
struck  with  the  fact,  that  if  indeed  a  change  is  to  come 
on  in  the  form  of  our  government,  that  if  our  Union  is 
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to  be  dissolved,  (an  event  once  thought  too  improbable 
ever  to  occur,  but  upon  which  later  observations  are 
calculated  to  excite  distressing'  forebodings,)  is  it  not 
evident,  tliat  in  such  a  case,  Pennsylvania,  surrounded 
as  she  will  then  be,  by  powerful  and  enterprising-  but 
rival  states,  will  need  all  her  resources,  and  all  her  en- 
ergies, to  be  prepared  for  the  new  situation  in  whicli 
she  may  then  be  placed?  In  that  hour,  (distant  we  hope, 
but  we  fear  not  altogether  so  remote  as  some  have  sup- 
posed,) it  will  be  well  for  Pennsylvania  that  her  own 
strength  and  prosperity  shall  enable  her  to  cope  with 
her  great  rivals.  It  will  be  well  for  her,  if  the  statesmen 
of  that  day  should  be  able  to  point  to  her  steady  and 
unwavering  adhesion  to  the  great  principles  of  public 
faith  and  public  honesty,  (not  only  in  her  own  state  ad- 
ministration, but  in  the  exercise  ofher  political  influence 
in  the  councils  of  the  Union,)  as  an  evidence,  that  she, 
as  a  nation,  will  then  deserve  tlie  confidence  of  the  world. 
Comparing  the  condition  of  the  credit  of  the  United 
States  shortly  after  the  formation  of  our  Government, 
with  thot  of  many,  if  not  of  all  the  new  republics  of  Span- 
America  at  this  time,  we  find  conclusive  evidence,  that 
public  credit  depends  exclusively  upon  public  faith. 
The  high  standing  of  our  loans,  (both  federal  and  state 
loans)  in  Europe,  was  based  upon  the  confidence  which 
was  placed  in  the  stability  of  our  institutions,  and  in  the 
high  moral  tone  of  the  principles  of  our  government, 
compared  with  those  which  have  usually  actuated  the 
councils  of  European  monarchs.  Previous  to  the  late 
measures  in  relation  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
a  single  instance,  perhaps,  of  a  breach  of  implied  faitli 
could  be  traced  in  the  disappointment  produced  by  the 
refusal,  in  1811,  to  re-charterthe  old  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  after  having  but  a  few  years  before  sold  at  a  very 
high  advance  to  foreigners,  all  the  stock  remaining  in 
the  hands  of  government.*  But  the  creation  of  a  new 
bank,  in  1816,  was  considered  as  an  asknowledgment 
by  the  whole  Union  of  the  impolicy  of  the  measures 
adopted  but  a  few  years  before,  and  of  a  disposition  to 
avail  ourselves  of  the  lessons  of  experience,  and  to  re- 
trace hasty  OP  ill-advised  steps. 

By  the  resolution  of  the  20th  of  December  last,  the 
committee  were  also  directed  to  "  inquire  how  far  the 
public  interests  might  be  promoted  by  the  continuation 
of  the  operations  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  under 
a  charter  from  this  Commonwealth,  should  its  present 
charter  not  be  renewed  by  the  United  States  " 

This  is  an  inquiry  involving  very  grave  considerations, 
presenting  some  decided  advantages,  and  giving  rise  at 
the  same  time  to  serious  doubts.  In  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  prejudge  the 
question,  before  a  case  actually  calling  for  a  decision 
shall  occur;  bnt  they  will  present  some  of  the  observa- 
tions in  relation  to  the  same,  which  mature  and  anxious 
reflection  has  suggested. 

The  case  is  not  altogether  a  new  one.  Shortly  after 
the  expiratfon  of  the  charter  of  the  first  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  a  memorial  was  presented  "from  the 
trustees  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States  on  behalf 
of  the  Stockholders,  praying  that  they  may  be  incorpo- 
rated for  the  full  amount  of  their  origin.al  capital,  with 
permission  to  employ  any  portion  of  it  in  such  other 
state  or  states  as  may  by  law  authorize  the  same."f 


*  When  the  first  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  crea- 
ted, the  government  of  the  United  States  retained  5,000 
shares,  representing  §2,000,000. 
In  1796-7,  they  sold  at  an  advance  of  25 

per  cent.  2,493  shares,  which  yielded,       gl, 295,800 
In  1797,  they  sold  287  shares,  at  20  per 

cent,  advance,  137,760 

And  in  1802,  they  sold  to  Mr.  Baring  their 

remaining  interest,  say  2,220  shares,  at 

an  advance  of  45  per  cent.  1,287,600 

Total  proceeds  of  sale,  $2,721,160 

t  Journal  of  the  House  of  Ilcpresentatives,  March  18, 
1811. 


The  memorial  was,  by  a  vote  of  51  to  35,  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  who  soon  after  reported  a  bill  to  that 
effect,  which  was  considered  and  negatived  in  commit- 
tee of  the  whole;  the  House  having  agreed  to  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  the  whole,  by  a  vote  of  55  to 
34,  no  further  proceedings  in  relation  to  it  were  had 
that  year.  At  the  succeeding  session  the  application 
was  renewed,  and  met  with  alike  fate.  From  the  con- 
tents of  a  protest  entered  on  the  journals  of  that  session, 
(January  25,  1812,)  we  learn  that  the  bank  ofiered  to 
subscribe  half  a  million  of  dollars  to  sundry  works  of 
great  public  utility,  such  as  turnpike  roads  to  Pittsburg, 
to  Waterford  in  Erie,  to  Reading,  &.C. ;  and  also,  "  to 
Joan  to  the  commonwealth  at  any  time  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  charter,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  at  an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum, 
for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  interior  improvements  of 
the  .state."  No  further  application  was  made;  the  old 
bank  wound  up  its  affairs,  the  funds  that  had  been  in- 
vested in  it  by  foreigners  returned  to  FJurope,  and  the 
finances  of  the  country  soon  fell  into  that  disorder  and 
confusion,  which  shortly  after  led  to  the  cessation  of 
specie  payments  on  the  part  of  our  banks;  and  from 
which,  no  relief  could  be  obtained,  until  the  creation  of 
a  new  bank  restored  confidence,  and  with  it,  specie  pay- 
ments. 

In  enquiring  into  the  question  before  us,  we  must 
consider  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  as  it  now  is; 
the  rights  secured  to  it  by  its  charter  and  the  extent  to 
which  these  rights  might  be  continued  under  a  state 
charter. 

It  may  be  viewed  as  a  banking  corporation  with  a  ca- 
pital second  in  magnitude  to  one  alone  in  the  world; 
endowed  with  a  national  character;  bearing  to  distant 
nations  the  impress  of  a  national  institution;  in  the  di- 
rection of  which  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
is  largely  represented;  whose  operations  are  closely 
watclied  and  may,  under  certain  stipulated  circumstan- 
ces, be  checked  by  the  government;  with  power  to  be 
heard,  both  as  plaintiff  and  defendant,  before  the  na- 
tional tribunals;  exempt  from  state  taxation  and  state 
regulations  invested  with  the  privilege  of  establishing 
branches  "wheresoever  the  directors  shall  think  fit 
within  the  United  States  or  the  territories  thereof;"  re- 
cognized by  law  as  the  collector,  depository,  distribu- 
tor, and  payer  of  the  revenues  of  the  Union;  issuing  a 
paper  currency,  which  by  law  is  made  receivable  in 
payment  of  all  debts  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States. 

In  addition  to  these,  its  inherent  advantages  secured 
to  it  as  its  creation,  it  enjoys  in  a  high  degree  the  confi- 
dence and  attachment  of  all  those  engaged  in  commer- 
cial or  financial  transactions,  who  have  dealt  with  it, 
not  only  at  home  but  also  abroad;  not  on  this  continent, 
alone,  but  likewise  in  the  remotest  corners  of  the  world. 
As  an  evidence  of  the  extent  to  which  this  confidence 
has  ceen  carried,  the  Committee  ask  leave  to  state  one 
or  two  facts  well  known  to  them.  For  many  years  past, 
while  the  governments  of  Spanish  America  were  the 
scene  of  frequent  changes  of  rulers,  and  of  occasional 
revolutions  involving  the  fortunes  and  credit  of  the  com- 
mercial men  of  the  country,  great  difficulties  and  risks 
were  experienced  in  the  purchase  and  sale  of  bills  of 
Exchange.  And  such  as  had  money  to  remit  to  those 
countries  were  unwilling  to  purchase  bills  [however 
good  the  drawers  here  might  be,]  lest  they  should  be 
protested  abroad.  In  such  a  case  it  was  once  suggested 
to  deposit  the  money  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
'  and  to  take  drafts  of  the  mother  Bank  upon  one  of  its 
I  branches,  for  the  amount  payable  at  sight.  The  trans- 
I  action  proved  to  be  a  highly  advantageous  one.  Such 
was  the  confidence  in  the  character  of  the  institution, 
that  these  and  subsequent  drafts  of  a  similar  nature, 
commanded  a  h'gh  premium  in  the  foreign  market,  and 
I  were  sold  several  per  cent,  higher  than  tlie  best  private 
I  bills  in  the  country.  The  reputation  of  the  bank  is  still 
I  so  high,  that  a  person  recently  returned  from  Mexico 
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reports,  that  United  States  Bank  notes  of  glOO  are  at  a 
premium  of  four  per  cent.  In  the  island  of  Cuba  these 
notes  are  constantly  in  demand  at  two  per  cent,  ad- 
vance, for  the  purpose  of  remittancesj  and  a  highly  re- 
spectable merchant  in  Philadelphia  has  assured  the 
committee,  that  "  when  in  London,  he  saw  bills  of  Ex- 
change of  the  United  States  Bank,  drawn  on  London, 
that  had  been  negotiated  in  Canton,  and  had  before 
reaching  London,  been  transmitted  as  remittances  to 
Manilla,  Batavia,  Calcutta,  Madras,  Alexandria,  Mar- 
seilles, Hamburg,  &c.  &c.  and  after  circulating  for 
twenty-eight  or  thirty-two  months,throughout  the  East- 
ern Hemisphere,  made  their  appearance  in  London 
where  ihey  were  paid?" 

Such  are  the  character  and  standing  of  this  institu- 
tution,  recognized  by  all  commercial  men  throughout 
the  world,  and  second  to  none  in  the  importance  and 
magnitude  of  its  operations,  in  the  fidelity  and  ability 
of  its  direction,  in  the  purity  and  brilliancy  of  its  unsul- 
lied honor. 

Identified  as  these  have  been  with  Pennsylvania,  by 
its  location  in  this  state,  it  becomes  an  object  of  great 
interest  to  inquire,  how  far  these  advantages  could  be 
perpetuated  under  a  state  charter?  To  an  extent,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  committee,  great  at  first,  but  which 
must  gradually  decline. 

The  corporate  title  being  preserved,  its  name  would 
for  a  while  identify  the  new  with  the  old  bank,  and  se 
cure  to  it  at  least  the  appearance  of  a  national  institu- 
tion; but  this  impression,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Bank  of 
North  America,  would  gradually  wear  away,  until  it  be- 
came merely  a  matter  of  history  or  tradition. 

The  power  to  establish  branches  would  be  subordi- 
nate to  the  will  and  caprice  of  four  and  twenty  (or 
more)  state  legislatures:  and  although  there  is  no  doubt 
that,  at  first,  many,  perhaps  a  majority  of  the  states, 
certainly  more  than  a  third,  would  cheerfully  extend 
to  it  free  and  liberal  charters;  yet.in  the  course  of  time, 
these  would  be  so  altered  or  fettered  with  restrictions, 
(the  result  of  local  jealousies,)  as  to  convert  them  into 
gifts  of  very  questionable  value. 

Its  right  to  be  heard  before  the  tribunals  of  the  Union, 
is,  perhaps,  if  maturely  weighed,  one  of  its  most  valua- 
ble and  essential  privileges.  To  those  who  reflect  up 
on  the  fluctuating  character  of  the  judiciary  of  the  se- 
veral states,  and  upon  the  tendency  of  all  our  institu- 
tions, the  importance  of  our  national  tribunals  becomes 
more  apparent.  There  is  scarcely  an  individual,  largely 
connected  in  the  business  of  the  country,  who  has  not 
had  occasion  to  lament,  at  times,  that  local,  sectional 
or  temporary  excitements  should  obscure  the  vision 
even  of  the  most  intelligent,  upright,  and  independent 
judges;  producing  contradictory  decisions  on  most  im- 
portant questions  of  law.  Every  individual,  conver- 
sant with  our  law  reports,  may  find  instances,  in  which 
cases,  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.have 
received  diff"erent  adjudications,  according  to  the  pre- 
vailing opinions  or  wishes  of  the  several  states,  by  whose 
tribunals  the  questions  were  considered;  and  this  may 
be  said  without  any  disparagement  of  the  learning  and 
integrity  of  the  eminent  men  who  composed  those  tri- 
bunals. How  indispensable  is  it  then  to  a  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  that,  extending  its  operations  through- 
out the  whole  Union,  it  should  have  the  right  to  claim 
the  protection  of  tribunals,  not  swayed  by  local  inter- 
ests, or  affected  by  sectional  questions.  So  long  as  the 
national  judiciary  shall  maintain  the  lofty  eminence 
which  it  has  heretofore  occupied,  thus  long  will  its  au- 
thority be  essential  to  a  Bank  of  the  United  Stales.  This 
is  a  privilege,  which,  under  a  state  charter,  could  not 
be  secured  to  the  bank. 

The  collection  and  safe  keeping  of  the  revenue  form 
another  important  branch  of  the  privileges  essential  to 
a,  national  bank.  Without  it,  it  would  be  unable  to 
maintain  that  influence  over  the  currency  of  the  coun 
try,  and  over  our  domestic  exchanges,  which  are 
amongst  the  most  valuable  blessings  we  owe  to  it; 


without  it,  it  becomes  questionable,  to  what  extent 
distant  branches  would  really  be  useful.  The  expe- 
rience of  our  state  banks,  in  relation  to  branches,  is  be- 
lieved to  be  unfavourable;  whether  branches,  out  of  this 
state,  would  be  maintained  with  security,  while  the 
currency  of  the  country  was  in  a  state  of  disorder,  is  at 
least  a  matter  of  doubt. 

Without  branches,  or  with  but  a  few,  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  would  be  deprived  of  those  extensive 
souices  of  information,  that  have  enabled  it  to  foresee, 
and  provide  in  time,  for  the  ever  varying  wants  of  the 
community.  In  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  these 
means  of  information,  and  the  consequent  results  of  it 
in  the  hands  of  an  intelligent  direction,  upon  the  do- 
mestic exchanges  of  the  country,  have  greatly  promot- 
ed our  prosperity. 

It  may  also  be  feared,ihat  the  other  states  would  soon 
create  similar  institutions,  invested  with  a  like  power 
to  establish  branches,  wherever  legislative  sanction  for 
it  could  be  obtained.  Two  or  more  institutions  of  this 
kind  might,  in  the  words  of  an  experienced  adviser, 
"only  aggravate  existing  evils,  and  increase  the  dan- 
gers which  threaten  our  banking  system  and  paper  cur- 
rency. " 

Such  are,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  some  of 
the  evils  to  be  apprehended  from  the  continuance  of 
the  bank  under  a  state  chatter;  and  some  of  the  limita- 
tions to  the  usefulness  of  such  an  institution.  But,  on 
the  other  hand,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind,  that  the  va- 
luable information  and  experience  acquired  by  the  bank 
and  its  officers,  and  their  extensive  acquaintance  and 
correspondence  throughout  the  Union,  would  be  long 
preserved  within  the  walls  of  that  institution;  enabling 
it,  even  under  a  state  charter,  to  cope  with  other  state 
corporations.  That  for  many  years  (one  generation  at 
least)  it  would  be  the  depository  of  the  confidence  of 
foreigners;  who  (should  the  present  bank  go  down) 
will  beware,  how  they  again  trust  their  funds  to  the 
fluctuating  policy  of  Congress,  which  twice  (under  cir- 
cumstances of  aggravating  severity)  lured  them  into  a 
snare.  In  this  respect  the  consistent  and  upright  poli- 
cy of  Pennsylvania,  which  has  uniformly  renewed  the 
charters  of  her  banks,  would  stand  in  bold  contrast; 
they  would  remember,  that  with  us  the  limitation  in  a 
charter  is  not  viewed  as  indicating  a  doubt  as  to  the 
propriety  of  continuing  a  bank,  which  has  been  well  ad- 
ministered, but  merely  as  a  check  against  mal-adminis- 
tration,  as  a  means  of  revising  periodically  our  banking 
laws,  according  to  the  increased  experience  of  each  gen- 
eration. 

In  this  manner,  the  large  capital  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  with  its  ten  millions  of  specie,  and  its 
eight  millions  of  foreign  capital,  would  become  as  it 
were,  the  property  of  Pennsylvania;  aiding  us  in  our 
exigencies,  vivifying  our  industry,  permeating  every 
channel  of  commercial  enterprise,  contributing,  by  a 
fair  but  moderate  tax,  largely  to  relieve  us  from  the 
burthens  of  taxation;  since  our  usual  tax  of  eight  per 
cent,  on  the  dividends  would  amount,  upon  dividends  of 
six  per  cent,  to  no  less  than  $168,000  per  annum,  ad- 
mitting the  whole  capital  to  be  continued;  while  our  tax 
on  personal  property  would  considerably  swell  that 
amount.  Besides,  the  bank  will  be  both  able  and  will- 
ing to  facilitate  the  execution  of  all  our  great  works,  by 
loans  of  money  to  the  state,  or  to  such  chartered  com- 
panies, as  may  be  authorized  by  laws  under  proper  re- 
gulations, to  borrow  from  it.  In  granting  the  charter, 
a  bonus  of  perhaps  a  milhon  of  dollars  or  more  might 
be  obtained.  Pennsylvania  will  continue  to  be  the  mo- 
nied  centre  of  the  Union,  and  the  advantages  resulting 
therefrom  to  her  citizens,  individually  and  collectively, 
must  be  immense. 

After  much  deliberation,  the  committee  conclude, 
that  such  a  measure,  whatever  might  be  its  tendency  in 
relation  to  the  Union  at  large,  or  however  restricted  its 
benefits  to  the  bank  itself,  could  not   fail  to  present 
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strong  inducements  to  the  state;  and  to  deserve  at  least, 
a  very  serious  consideration. 

If  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States  is  to  expire, 
we  may,  from  past  experience,  and  even  from  the  ac- 
tual sufferings  of  the  commimity,  consider  it  as  an  inev- 
itable consequence,  that  we  shall  soon  be  exposed  to 
that  fearful  condition  of  affairs,  so  fully  and  truly  pic- 
tured by  Mr.  Dallas  in  the  letter,  which,  as  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  he  addressed  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Mean's  of  Congress,  under  date  of  October 
17th,  1814,  in  which  we  read: 

«'  The  condition  of  the  circidating  medium  of  the 
country  presents  another  copious  source  of  mischief 
and  emb  irrassment.  The  recent  exportations  of  specie 
have  considerably  diminished  the  fund  of  gold  and  sil- 
ver; and  another  considerable  portion  of  that  fund  has 
been  drawn,  by  the  timid  and  the  wary,  from  the  use 
of  the  community,  into  the  private  coffers  of  individuals. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  multiplication  of  banks  in  the 
several  states  has  so  increased  the  quantity  of  paper 
currency,  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  calculate  its 
amount,  and  still  more  difficult  to  ascertain  its  value, 
with  reference  to  the  capital  on  which  it  has  been  is- 
sued. But  the  benefit  of  even  this  paper  currency  is 
in  a  great  measure  lost,  as  the  suspension  of  payments 
in  specie,  at  most  of  the  banks,  has  suddenly  broken 
the  chain  of  accommodation,  that  previously  extended 
the  credit  and  the  circulation  of  the  notes,  which  were 
emitted  in  one  state,  into  every  state  of  the  Union.  It 
may,  in  general,  be  affirmed,  therefore,  that  there  exists 
at  this  time  no  adequate  circulating  medium,  common 
to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States.  The  monied  trans- 
actions of  private  life  are  at  a  stand,  and  the  fiscal  op- 
erations of  the  government  labour  with  extreme  incon- 
venience. It  is  impossible  that  such  a  state  of  things 
should  be  long  endured,  but  let  it  be  fairly  added,  that 
with  legislative  aid,  it  is  not  necesssary  that  the  endu- 
rance should  be  long."  *  *  "  The  establishment  of 
a  national  institution,  operating  upon  credit  combined 
with  capital,  and  regulated  by  prudence  and  good  faith, 
is  after  all,  the  only  efficient  remedy  for  the  disordered 
condition  of  our  circulating  medium.  While  accom- 
plishing that  object,  too,  there  will  be  found  under  the 
auspices  of  such  an  institution  a  safe  depository  for 
the  public  treasure,  and  a  constant  auxiliary  to  the 
public  credit."* 

These  were  the  words  (may  they  be  to  us  words  of 
warning  and  advice)  of  Mr.  Secretary  Dallas,  a  Penn- 
sylvanian,  who,  during  the  w  hole  term  of  his  public 
services  in  Washington,  never  lost  sight  of  the  real  in- 
terests of  Pennsylvania. 

As  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is  not  now  before 
us,  applying  for  a  charter,  and  as  it  still  has  about  two 
years  of  active  operations  to  go  through,  after  which 
It  will  have  two  additional  years  to  wind  up  its  affairs; 
and  as  the  members  of  the  twenty-fourth  Congress  must 
all  be  elected  before  the  expiration  of  the  charter,  the 
committee  conclude  that  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject  at  this  time,  at  least  during  the  present  session, 
would  be  premature.  The  day  may  come,  when  as  a 
measure  of  self-defence,  it  may  be  the  duty  of  Pennsyl- 
vania to  entertain  it. 

The  committee  have  another  duty  to  perform,  which 
is  to  advert  to  the  present  condition  of  our  Treasury. 
While  the  measures  proposed  by  the  committee  on  in- 
land navigation  and  internal  improvement,  are  still  un- 
decided upon,  it  would  be  premature  to  express  an 
opinion,  as  to  the  extent,to  which  monies  will  be  requir- 
ed to  meet  the  appropriations  of  the  present  year.  But 
it  is  evident,  that  if  a  great  change  be  not  soon  produc- 
ed by  some  prompt  and  decisive  measure  of  Congress 
to  restore  public  confidence,  the  state  must  resort  to 
taxation,  and  that  very  heavily,  to  extricate  itself  from 
the  difficulties  in  which  it  is  now  placed.     Unpopular 
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as  this  course  may  be,  it  will  be  inevitable,  and  the  com- 
mittee will  not  hesitate  for  a  moment  in  bringing  before 
the  house  such  a  system  of  taxation,  (however  burden- 
some,) as  may  be  required  to  meet  the  current  demands 
of  government,  to  provide  for  such  appropriations  as 
the  legislature  may  be  pleased  to  make,  and  chiefly  to 
preserve  inviolate  the  faith  of  the  commonwe.altli,  to 
her  creditors.  This,  though  the  last  mentioned,  is,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  first  duty  of  every  le- 
gislator; in  moments  like  these,  it  is  dictated  by  expe- 
diency and  policy,  but,  at  all  times,  and  under  all  cir- 
cumstances, it  is  a  duty  enjoined  upon  the  legislature  by 
the  most  sacred  obligations. 

As  soon  therefore  as  the  probable  amount  of  expen- 
ditures shall  be  ascertained,  a  bill  providing  for  the  more 
efficient  collection  of  old  taxes,  and  for  additional  new 
ones  will  be  reported. 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  governor  has  recommended, 
"to  the  general  assembly,  the  propriety  of  passing  a 
law,  forthwith  authorizing  a  call  upon  the  several  state 
banks,  which  by  their  charters  are  bound  to  loan  to  the 
commonwealth  five  per  cent,  upon  their  capital  actu- 
ally paid  in,  for  a  compliance  with  that  provision." 

The  committee  have  taken  this  recommendation  un- 
der consideration,  and  regret,  that  they  do  not  coincide 
with  the  Governor  in  his  views  on  this  point.  In  order, 
however,  to  manifest  their  respect  for  the  Executive  of 
the  State,  and  to  afford  to  the  House  an  opportunity  of 
deciding  upon  it  by  a  direct  vote,  they  have  prepared, 
and  herewith  report  a  bill  in  conformity  with  the  wishes 
of  the  Governor. 

Their  objections  to  the  measiu-e  are  founded  upon  a 
conviction,  that,  at  this  time,  it  would  be  extremely  op- 
pressive, primarily  upon  the  banks,  and  ultimately,  up- 
on the  people  at  large.  The  committee  can  account 
for  the  different  views  entertained  by  them  on  the  sub- 
jcct,  from  those  expressed  by  the  governor,  only  by 
supposing,  that,  as  he  states  in  the  introduction  of  the 
message,  "that  recent  events  have  produced  a  change 
in  the  pecuniary  relations  of  the  commonwealth,  so 
sudden  and  unexpected,"  &c.  he  may  not  previously 
have  had  the  s  ime  motive  to  inquire  into  this  question 
as  themselves.  To  them  the  changes  are  neither  sud- 
den nor  unexpected.  They  were  foreseen,  and  their 
gradual  progress  has  been  marked.  The  committee 
believe,  that  our  banks  have,  at  no  time,  been  in  a  con- 
dition less  likely  to  enable  them  to  meet  such  a  call.  A 
statement  prepared  by  the  auditor  general,  for  the  use 
of  the  committee,  is  hereto  annexed;  exhibiting  the 
amount  which  each  bank  liable  to  the  call,  will  have  to 
pay.  The  committee  have  added  another  table,  exhi- 
bitingthe  proportion  of  circulation  to  the  capital  of  each 
bank,  and  of  specie  to  the  circulation  of  each,  prepared 
from  the  reports  of  the  5th  of  November  last.  They  re- 
gret, that  the  want  of  more  accurate  and  minute  inform- 
ation, and  especially  of  any  of  recent  dale,  prevents 
them  from  entering  into  a  full  consideration  of  this  sub- 
ject. But  the  committee  caimot  forbear  calling  the  at- 
tention of  the  House,  to  the  difficulty  with  which  the 
temporary  loan  was  obtained,  as  a  proof  of  the  condition 
of  our  banks;  it  is  believed,  that  in  all  cases,  where  an 
amount  was  contributed,  it  was,  ra'heras  an  act  of  ge- 
nerous self-denial,  than  from  any  conviction,  that  the 
course  was  either  prudent  or  desirable.  At  a  time  like 
this,  with  so  heavy  a  pressure  upon  the  community,  the 
banks  have  no  other  way  of  complying  with  a  call,  than 
by  increasing  the  difficulties  of  the  present  hour.  They 
must  do  it,  either  by  adding  to  their  circulation,  or  by 
calling  in  their  discounts.  In  the  first  place,  the  expe- 
riment would  be  a  dangerous,  and  for  many  of  them, 
an  unwarrantable  one.  It  will  be  seen,  that  out  of 
twenty -five  country  banks,  ten  had  but  from  ten  to  fif- 
teen cents  in  specie  for  every  dollar  of  p.-\per  money, 
while  the  range  of  all  was  from  ten  to  forty  cents,  and 
in  one  instance  alone,  (the  York  Bank,)  to  fifty-eight 
cents.  In  the  banks  of  the  city  and  county  ot  Philadel- 
phia, the  proportion  ranges  from  eighteen  to  fifty-eight 
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cents  in  the  dollar.  The  average  of  all  our  banks  is 
twenty-eight  cents.  In  the  country  banks, the  circulation 
is  to  the  capital  from  fifty-nine  to  three  hundred  per  cent; 
a  point  which  the  committee  deem  an  extreme  one. 
The  Philadelphia  banks  have  a  circulation  of  from  15J 
to  128  per  cent,  of  their  capital,  and  the  average  of  all 
our  banks  is  sixty-one  per  cent.  In  a  moment  like  this, 
when  the  cessation  of  specie  payments  is  threatened, 
and  when  we  may  in  some  measure  be  exposed  to  seri- 
ous losses  from  the  rottenness  of  some  banks,  out  of 
this  state,  which  have  thrown  out  millions  of  paper  mo- 
ney,^based  upon  less  than  4  per  cent,  of  specie,  no  pru- 
dent direction  should,  we  think,  be  disposed  to  increase 
its  circulation.  To  exhibit  the  nature  of  an  operation 
of  this  kind,  the  committee  state,  that  in  one  or  more 
cases,  where  the  state  banks  had  contributed  to  the 
temporary  loan,  the  notes  issued,  for  this  purpose, 
were  thrown  back  upon  the  bank  for  payment  within  a 
few  days  only  of  the  date  of  their  emission,  and  thus  the 
loan  was  equivalent  to  a  sudden  drain  of  as  much  from 
the  specie,  or  other  resources  of  the  banks. 

If  the  five  per  cent,  be  not  obtained  from  increased 
circulation,  it  must  be  by  a  curtailment  of  discounts,  an 
operation  extremel)'  distressing  at  this  time  of  universal 
pressure.  It  would  probably  involve  in  ruin  many  who 
now  barely  struggle  against  the  present  hour.  In  a  let- 
ter, written  to  a  member  of  this  committee,  by  the  pre- 
sident of  a  bank  in  the  interior  of  Pennsylvania,  under 
date  of  the  2od  of  February,  it  is  stated,  that  "If  the 
state  at  this  time  should  call  on  the  banks  for  aid,  it 
would  much  add  to  the  existing  embarrassments.  Their 
drafts  on  their  borrowers  are  now  generally,  as  heavy 
as  can  be  well  met,  but  if  they  are  forced  to  lend  the 
.state,  the  money  must  come  from  the  people,  and  the 
pressure  will  constantly  be  increased."  '1  hese  views 
arc  shared  by  the  committee. 

In  the  present  difficulty,  it  would  be  impossible  to 
realize  any  immediate  assistance  from  taxes;  the  pro- 
ceeds of  which  must  of  course  flow  in  gradually:  but 
the  committee  believe,  that  all  the  evils  we  now  labor 
under,  could  be  readily  removed  by  such  an  expression 
of  legislative  wishes,  as  woultl  be  heard  by  our  repre- 
sentatives in  Washington,  who  like  those  of  Virginia, 
in  a  similar  case,  would  not  hesitate  at  once  to  yield  all 
private  views  to  the  great  interests  of  the  State.  The 
recall  of  the  hasty  measures,  which  have  produced  these 
embarrassments,  the  expectation  held  out,  that  the  cur- 
rency of  the  country  would,  by  ulterior  measures, 
founded  upon  salutary  experience,  be  rescued  from  to- 
tal deterioration  would  produce  an  immediate  change 
in  our  affairs.  Our  banks  would  be  relieved  from  the 
fear  of  bankruptcy,  confidence  would  soon  be  restored; 
the  causes  of  the  pressure  being  removed,  its  effects 
would  soon  disappear;  the  credit  of  the  State,  its  ability 
to  borrow  would  be  met  by  a  corresponding  ability  to 
lend  to  it;  our  works  of  internal  improvement  might  be 
repaired  or  completed,  so  that  the  increasing  tolls  would 
replenish  the  treasury  of  the  State.  This,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  committee,  is  the  true  and  legitimate  way  of 
removing  the  present  evils,  and  cf  sustaining  the  credit 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  committee  have  thrown  into  an  Appendix  vari- 
ous statements  and  extracts,  which  they  consider  as  ap- 
propriate to  the  occasion,  and  in  conformity  with  the 
reasons  before  alleged,  though  entirely  disapproving 
of  the  expediency  of  the  passage  into  a  law,  they  report 
a  bill,  entitled,  "An  Act  authorizing  a  call  upon  the 
Banks  of  this  Commonwealth  for  a  loan  of  five  per  cent. 
of  her  capital  paid  in." 
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A.  List  of  banks  liable  to  be  called  on  for  a  loan  of 
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ditor General, 

B.  Table  showing  the  relation  between  the  capital 
of  the  bunks  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  and  their 
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gislature, January  5,  18S4,  the  state  of  the  banks  was 
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C.  Table  exhibiting  the  proportion  of  specie  to  the 
circulation  of  the  Safety  Fund  Banks  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  Jan.  1,  1834, 
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E.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Dallas,  to 
Mr.  Eppes,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  dated  Ifth  Oct,  1814, 


A — List  of  Banks  liable  to  be  called  on  for  loan  of  five 
per  cent,  upon  their  capital  paid  in,  prepared  by  the 
Auditor  General. 


Girard  Bank 
Commercial  Bank  of  Pa, 
Schuylkill  Bank 
Mechanics'  Bank  city  and 

county  of  Philadelphia 
Western  Bank  of  Philada. 
Southwark  Bank 
Bank  of  Penn  Township 
Bank  of  the  N.  Liberties 
Manufacturers  &  Mechanics' 

Bank  of  Philada. 
Kensington  Bank 
Moyamensing  Bank 
Bank  of  Germantown 
Farmers'  Bank  of  Bucks 

county 
Doylestown  Bank  of  Bucks 

county 
Northampton  Bank 
Easton  Bank 
Wyoming  Bank 
Bank  of  Northumberland 
Miners  Bank  of  Pottsville 
Farmers  Bank  of  Reading 


$1,500,000  00 

1,000,000 

991,145 

700,000 
408,470 
250,000 
249,?  20 
246,850 

237,665 
199,500 
125,000 
152,000 

60,000 

30,000 
124,640 
298,770 

58,135 
100,000 
199,870 
300,360 


Bank  of  Montgomery  county  133,650 

Bank  of  Delaware  county  104,350 

Bank  of  Chester  county  210,000 

Farmers  Bank  of  Lancaster  400,000 

Lancaster  Bank  139,102  JlO 

Columbia  Bridge  Company  395,000 
Lebanon  Bank  58,615 

Bank  of  Middleton  75,195 

Harrisburg  Bank  158,525 

York  Bank  168,720 

Carlisle  Bank  203,475 

Bank  of  Gettysburg  102,333 

Bank  of  Chambersburg  257,032  51 

Bank  of  Pittsburg  568,565  50 
Merchants  &  Manufacturers 

Bank  of  Pittsburg  174,845 
Monongahela  Bank  of 

Brownsville  107,271 
Erie  Bank  25,640 


$75,000  00 
50,000 
49,557  25 

35,000 
20,423  50 
12,500 
12,886 
12,342  50 

11,883  25 
9,975 
6,250 
7,600 

3,000 

1,500 

6,232 
14,938  50 

2.906  75 

5,000 

9,993  50 
15,018 

6,682  50 

5,217  50 
10,500 
20,000 

6,955  12 
19,750 

2,930  75 

3  759  75 

7,926  25 

8.436 
10.173  75 

6,116  65 
12,851  62 
28,428  27 

8,742  25 

5,363  55 
1,282 


810,534,444  51  $526,722  21 
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B. — Table  shewing'  the  relation  between  the  capital  of  the  banks  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  thejr  notes 
in  circulation;  also  showing'  the  proportion  between  their  notes  out,  and  the  specie  held  by  them;  made  from 
tlie  Report  of  the  Auditor  General  to  the  Legislature,  January  6th,  1834.  The  state  of  the  banks  was  made  up 
November  5,  1833. 


Names  of  Banks. 

Capital. 

Notes  in 

Per  cent. 

Specie. 

Per  cent. 

circulation. 

on  capital. 

on  notes 

Pennsylvania, 

2,500,000  00 

839,418  61 

33 

308,440  19 

37 

Philadelphia, 

1,800,000 

281,644 

15.6 

163,977 

58 

Girard, 

1,500,000 

466,220 

31 

113,697  90 

24 

Farmers'  &  Mechanics', 

1,250,000 

338,030 

26 

149,604  05 

44 

North  America, 

1,000,000 

253,585  13 

25.3 

103,365  82 

40 

Commercial, 

1,000,000 

281,462  49 

28.1 

148,789  62 

53 

Mechanics', 

700,000 

619,506 

88.5 

192,874  93 

31 

Schuylkill, 

991,145 

460,045  50 

46.4 

120,783  62 

26 

Western, 

408,470 

321,020 

80 

104,532  67 

33 

Southwark, 

250,000 

173,830 

70 

83,011  82 

50 

Manufacturers'  &  Mechanics', 

237,665 

304,495 

128 

86,561  06 

28 

Northern  Liberties, 

246,850 

514,099 

127 

106,373  07 

34 

Penn  Township, 

249,720 

289,165 

116 

51,172  46 

18 

Germantown, 

152,000 

79,820 

52.5 

22,609  36 

28 

Moyamensing, 

125,000 

109,590 

88 

41,586  73 

38 

Kensington, 

199,500 

151,585 

75 

43,694  91 

30 

COUNTRY  BANKS. 

Farmers'  Bank  of  Bucks  county. 

60,000 

95,939 

160 

9,384  24 

10 

Doylestown, 

30,000 

85,585 

283 

34,580  14 

40 

Northampton, 

124,640 

229,436 

184 

30,663  83 

13 

Easton, 

298,770  00 

341,604  40 

114 

46  820  26 
15,149  28 

14 

Wyoming', 

58,135 

89,930 

155 

17 

Northumberland, 

100,000 

259,830  10 

260 

30,929  89 

12 

Miners' 

199,870 

117,870 

59 

15,959  32 

13 

Farmers  Bank  of  Reading-, 

300,360 

268,412 

89 

94,010  95 

35 

Bank  of  Montg-omery  county. 

133,650 

183,399  50 

137 

34,674  87 

19 

"      Delaware  county. 

104,350 

109,786 

105 

26,748  75 

24 

"     Chester  county. 

210,000 

246,903 

117 

52,571  70 

20 

Farmers'  Bank  of  Lancaster, 

400,000 

255,970  78 

64 

52.557   17 

20 

Lancaster  Bank, 

139,102  50 

166,745 

120 

29,434  07 

17 

Columbia  Bridge  Company, 

395,000 

173,225 

44 

33,711  95 

20 

Lebanon  Bank, 

58,615 

149,630 

257 

41,167   11 

27 

Bank  of  Middletown, 

75,195 

226,570 

300 

33,009  05 

15 

"      Harrisburg', 

158,525 

361,186  10 

228 

38,708   13 

11 

"      York, 

168.720 

172,760 

102 

100,133   62 

58 

"      Carlisle, 

203,475 

159,382 

79 

20,846  72 

13 

"      Gettysburg-, 

122,333 

100,165 

82 

40,755   53 

41 

"      Chambersburg, 

257,032  51 

209,348 

81 

4.5,089   51 

21 

VIanufacturers'&  Mech's  of  Pittsburg, 

174,845 

154,270 

90 

15,367  11 

10 

Pittsburg  Bank, 

568,565  50 

568,620 

100 

186.498  32 

32 

Monongahela  Bank, 

107,271 

292,375 

272 

29,182  59 

10 

Erie  Bank, 

25,640 

62,775 

250 

10,075    84 

16 

$17,084,444  51 

S10,366,232  61 

C       60.6    1 
I  Av.pr.ct.' 

S2,909,105  66 

C     28 

1  Av.pr.ct. 

C. — Table  exhibiting  the  proportion  of  specie,  to  the 
circulation  of  the  safety  fund  Banks,  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  January  I,  1834. 


Country  Banks. 

per  cent. 
21 


Country  Banks. 


Buffalo 
Mohawk  county 
Albany 


per  cent 


Mechanics  &  Farm,  12 


Steuben 

.lefferson  county 
Cayuga  county 
Lockport 
New burg 
New  York  state 
Orange  county 
Home 

Ogdensburg 
Troy  Bank 
Troy  city 
Lsnsingburg 
Chatauque  county 
Lewis  county 


Livmgston  county 

West  Chester  county 

Onondago 

Auburn 

Canal  Bank 

Central 

Seneca  county 

Ontario  and  Branch 

Monroe  county 

Poughkeepsie 

Tanners 

Herkimer  county 

Chenango 

Madison  county 

Salina 

Saratoga  county 

Yates  county 

Wayne  county 


Farmers  &  Mech's. 

Merchants  &  Mech's, 

Essex  county 

Genessee 

Brooklyn 

Utica  and  Branch 

Whitehall 

Schenectady 

Montgomery 


Otsego  county 

Broome  county 

Geneva 

Chemung  canal 

Catskill 

Hudson  river, 

Ulster 

Ithaca,  (a  little  over) 


Note — The  twelve  last  named  banks,  have  notes  in 
circulation  to  the  amount  of  upwards  of  §2,700,000,  and 
have  only  g80,463  in  specie. 


America 
Phoenix 
Seventh  ward 
Mechanics, 
Merchants  Exch'g. 
City  Bank 
National 
Tradesmen's 


New  York  City  Banks. 

n-  cent. 

per  cent 

97 

Leather  Manufa'rs         23 

49 

Merchants                       22 

41 

New  York                      21 

39 

Greenwich                      19 

I'g.    36 

Union                              18 

35 

Butchers  &.  Drovers      1.1 

32 

Mechanics  &  Traders     9 
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D,— Balances  due  from  banks  in  the  city  and  liberties 
of  Philadelphis  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 


dni/s, 

1833.  January,     26 
February,   24 


$4,711,668 
2,759,809 
3.270,952 
11.105,994 
6,079,385 
8,895,996 
409,561 
3.721,352 
7,609,490 
8,144,497 
2,".15,080 
7,470,352 


dailu  nvernoe, 
gl81,218 
114,996 
125,779 
427,153 
323,644 
355,840 

15.753 
1.37,828 
304,379 
301,648 

89,042 
339,561 


307  days  66,493,436  average  216,591 


Since  the  Deposltes  were  removed. 

days, 
October,      27  8.144,497 

November,  26  2,315,089 

December,  22  7,470,352 


75  days  17,929,938  average  daily,  239,066 


E. — Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Dallas,  to 
Mr.  Eppes,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  dated  19th  October.  1814. 
"In  making  a  proposition  for  the  establishment  of  a 
national  bank,  1  cannot  be  insensible  to  the  hiprh  author- 
ity of  the  names  which  have  appeared  in  opposition  to 
that  measure  upon  constitutional  grounds.  It  would  be 
presumptuous  to  conjecture  that  the  sentiments  which 
actuated  the  opposition  have  passed  away;  and  yet  it 
would  be  denying  to  experienre  a  great  jDractical  ad- 
vantage, were  we  to  suppose  that  a  difference  of  times 
and  circumstances  would  not  produce  a. corresponding 
difference  in  the  opinions  of  the  wisest  as  well  as  of  the 
purest  men.  But  in  the  present  case,  a  change  of  pri- 
vate opinion  is  not  material  to  the  success  of  the  propo- 
sition for  establishing  a  national  bank.  In  the  adminis- 
tration of  human  affairs,  there  must  be  a  period  when 
discussion  shall  cease,  and  decision  shall  become  abso- 
lute. A  diversity  of  opinion  may  honourably  survive 
the  contest;  but  upon  the  genuine  principles  of  a  re- 
presentative government,  the  opinion  of  the  majority 
can  alone  be  carried  into  action.  The  judge,  who  dis- 
sents from  the  majority  of  the  bench,  changes  not 
his  opinion,  but  performs  his  duty  when  he  en- 
forces the  judgment  of  the  court,  although  it  is  con- 
trary to  his  own  convictions.  An  oath  to  support  the 
constitution  and  the  laws,  is  not,  therefore,  an  oath  to 
support  them  underall  circumstances,  according  to  the 
opinion  of  the  individual  who  takes  it,  but  it  is  emphati- 
cally, an  oath  to  support  them  according  to  the  inter- 
pretation of  the  legitimate  authorities.  For  the  erro- 
neous decisions  of  a  court  of  law.  there  is  the  redress  of 
a  censorial  as  well  as  of  an  appellate  jurisdiction.  Over 
an  act,  founded  upon  an  exposition  of  the  constitution, 
made  by  the  legislative  department  of  the  govevnmei.t 
butalledged  to  be  incorrect,  we  have  seen  the  judicial 
department  exercise  a  remedial  power.  And,  if  even 
all  the  departments,  legislative,  executive  and  judicial, 
should  concur  in  the  exerciseof  a  power  which  is  either 
thought  to  transcend  the  constitutional  trust,  or  to  ope- 
rate mjuriously  upon  the  community,  the  ca=e  is  still 
withm  the  reach  of  a  competent  control,  tTirough  the 
mediunri  of  an  amendment  to  the  constitution,  upon  the 
proposition,  not  only  of  congress,  but  of  the  several 
States.  Wiien,  therefore,  we  have  marked  the  exist- 
ence of  a  national  bank  for  a  period  of  twenty  years, 
with  all  the  sanctions  of  the  legislative,  executive  and 
judicial  authorities;  when  we  have  seen  the  dissolution 


of  one  institution,  and  heard  a  loud  and  continued  call 
for  the  establishment  of  another;  when,  under  these 
circumstances,  neither  congress  nor  the  several  states 
have  resorted  to  the  power  of  amendment — can  it  be 
deemed  a  violation  of  the  right  of  private  opinion,  to 
consider  the  constitutionality  of  a  national  bank  as  a 
question  forever  settled  and  at  rest,'"' 


GREAT  AND  IMPORTANT  MEETING. 

At  a  most  unprecedentedly  large  and  respectable 
meeting  of  the  Democratic  citizens  of  the  city  and  coun- 
ty of  Philadelphia  and  all  who  are  resolved  to  defend 
the  Constitution  and  Laws,  against  executive  usurpation, 
held  in  the  State  House  Yard;  on  Thursday  afternoon, 
March  20th,  1834.  The  following  citizens  were  ap- 
pointed officers; 

President, 

DANIEL  GROVES,  Esq. 

Vice-Presidents, 

William  Wagner,  Northern  Liberties. 

Alexander  Cook,  City. 

Benjamin  Naglee,  Northern  Liberties. 

Gen.  A,  M.  Prevost,  City. 

John  Britton,  Blockley. 

John  Green,  Germantown. 

Gen.  John  D.  Goodwin,  Northern  Liberties. 

Alexander  Quintin,  Roxborough. 

Henry  H.  Miller,  Spring  Garden. 

John  Boileau,  Lower  Dublin. 

Charles  Penrose,  Southwark. 

Arundius  Tiers,  Kensington. 

John  Lentz,  Pas.syunk. 

J.1C  b  M,  Thomas,  Moyamensing. 

Peter  Pastor,  Oxford. 

John  M.  Ogden,  Spring  Garden. 

Dr.  George  De  Benneville,  Germantown: 
To  which  are  added,  the  Chief  Marshals  of  the  vari- 
ous trades  and  processions. 

Secretaries. 

Charles  J.  Jack,  City. 

William  M.  Kennedy,  Northern  Liberties. 

Thomas  Roach,  Unincorporated  N.  L. 

D.  Henry  Flickwir,  Southwark. 

Franklin  Comly,  Moreland. 

George  Myers,  Spring  Garden. 
Peter  A.  Brown,  Esq.  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tions, which  were  unanimously  adopted. 

We,a  portion  of  the  free  people  of  the  United  States, 
having  met  together  w  ith  no  object  but  the  public  good, 
and  with  a  fixed  determination  to  preserve  the  constitu- 
tion, and  defend  the  liberties  of  our  common  country — 
do  solemnly  resolve  and  declare — 

1.  That  in  us,  and  our  fellow  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  the  soverei.trnty  of  this  nation  abides,  that  from 
us  and  our  fellow  citizens,  all  lawful  power  must  pro- 
ceed, and  that  it  is  equally  our  duty  and  our  right,  to 
watch  over  the  agents,  whom  we  have  entrusted  with 
power,  and  to  rebuke  them  when  guilty  of  negligence, 
misconduct  or  usurpation, 

2.  That  Andrew  Jackson,  as  President  of  the  United 
States,  has  evinced  a  settled  disregard  for  the  Constitu- 
tion and  the  Laws,  that  he  has  broken  the  national  faith, 
trampled  on  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  People,  and 
endeavored  by  the  overthrow  of  all  other  departments 
of  the  Government,  to  unite  all  power  in  his  own 
hands 

3.  That  the  removal  of  the  public  deposits  from  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  was  an  assumption  of  power 
not  confided  to  him  by  the  people,  an  usurpation  dicta- 
ted by  passion  and  executed  to  gratify  his  vindictive 
feelings. 

4.  That  to  this  unlawful  and  unnecessary  act,  to  the 
course  which  he  and  his  government  and  his  Banks  have 
since  pursued,  and  to  the  consequent  destruction  of 
public  confidence,  we  attribute  the  unexampled  distress 
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now  pervading  the  community,  the  disarrangement  of 
the  currency,  the  depression  of  commerce, manufactures 
and  the  mechanic  arts,  the  low  price  of  agricultural 
products,  and  the  almost  total  suspension  of  our  public 
improvements. 

5.  That  we  have  neither  faith  in  the  motives,  nor  hope 
from  the  result  of  the  President's  experiment,  to  substi- 
tute a  number  of  scattered  Banks  for  a  single  National 
Institution.  It  has  already  failed  of  its  ostensible  ob- 
jects; and  we  fear  it  is  a  means  by  which  the  whole  mo- 
nied  power  of  the  country,  may  be  placed  at  the  dispo- 
sal of  a  corrupt  Executive. 

6.  That  public  confidence  cannot  be  restored,  nor 
the  National  honor  kept  sacred,  without  an  immediate 
order  for  the  restoration  of  the  deposits  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States. 

7.  That  the  veto  power,  now  claimed  and  exercised  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  is  a  gross  perversion 
of  the  original  design  of  theframers  of  the  constitution, 
in  conferring  a  veto  power  upon  the  chief  magistrate  of 
the  nation. 

-  8.  That  the  conduct  of  the  President  and  those  who 
support  him  in  Congress,  or  elsewhere,  exhibit  a  deter- 
mination to  place  his  will  above  the  opinions  or  interests 
of  the  people,  and  thus  to  convert  our  once  free  and 
happy  republic  into  an  absolute  and  oppressive  despo- 
tism. 

9.  That  looking  to  the  practice  of  men,  and  not  to 
their  proceedings,  we  cannot  recognize  the  Jackson 
party,  a  party  ruled  by  the  will  of  one  individual  whom 
they  consider  born  to  command,  as  the  Democracy  of 
the  country. 

10.  That  in  the  independent  portion  of  our  fellow 
citizens  who  have  arrayed  themselves  against  Executive 
usurpation,  who  compose  a  large  majority  of  the 
bone  and  sinew  of  the  nation,  and  with  whom  we  are 
proud  to  be  numbered,  we  recognize  the  true  friends 
of  the  people  and  therefore  the  only  real  Democratic 
party. 

11.  That  the  present  crisis  demands  of  every  citizen, 
who  loves  the  constitution,  and  would  preserve  the 
liberties  of  his  country,  the  utmost  firmness  and  devo- 
tion in  the  common  cause.  When  the  highest  and 
dearest  interests  of  all  are  threatened,  none  can  refuse 
his  labor  and  his  voice — where  all  is  at  stake,  every 
thing  must  be  periled — every  thing  dared  to  save  it. 

12.  That  as  a  means  of  concentrating  the  efforts  of 
all  who  ag^ee  with  us  in  opinion  throughout  the  state, 
and  making  that  opinion  felt  hereafter  at  the  polls,  we 
approve  cordially  of  the  proposed  convention  to  be  held 
at  Harrisburg  on  the  22d  day  of  May  next. 

13.  That  to  the  present  Congress,  we  look  for  an  ex- 
ercise of  independence  worthy  the  crisis,  and  of  the 
trust  committed  to  its  care.  Of  that  Congress  we  demand 
the  safety  of  the  republic. 

14.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  right  of  the  people  to 
have  access  at  all  times  to  their  servants,  however  high 
their  stations — that  to  deny  such  access  savours  of  roy- 
alty— and  does  not  comport  with  the  plain  manners  and 
republican  habits  of  a  republican  people. 

15.  Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting, 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  ought  not  to  adjourn 
until  they  shall  have  provided  effectually  for  the  relief 
of  the  distresses  of  the  country,  vindicate  the  constitu- 
tion and  laws  so  wantonly  violated,  asserted  the  dignity 
and  authority  of  the  representatives  of  the  people,  and 
secured  the  constitution  and  the  currency  against  the 
lawless  tampering  of  the  executive,  so  that  hereafter 
the  well  defined  boundaries  ot  our  Republican  institu- 
tions may  be  respected  in  practice,  and  the  happiness 
6f  the  nation  not  be  made  the  sport  of  the  will  or  pas- 
sions of  one  man. 

After  an  address  from  Samuel  \V.  Rush,  Esq: — Col. 
C.  J.  Jack,  offered  the  following  resolutions,  which 
were  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  as  members  of  a  great  confederacy, 
we  abjure  all  sectional  jealousies,  but  that  as  citizens  of 


Pennsylvania,  we  behold  in  the  present  conduct  of  those 
who  rule  the  executive  of  this  country — a  plan  to  de- 
stroy the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  after  ' 
the  term  of  service  of  General  Jackson  shall  expire,  the 
certainty  of  establishing  another  Bank,  to  be  located 
out  of  the  Sta^e,  whose  stock  will  be  divided  among  the 
members  of  an  ascendant  regency,  whose  management 
and  direction  will  be  made  subservient  to  the  ambition 
and  intrigues  of  political  aspirants,  and  whose  consum- 
mation will  finally  complete  the  experiment  of  trying  to 
unite  the  purse  and  the  sword'm  one  hand. 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  firmly  believe  that  the 
citizens  of  this  commonwealth,  have  been  perfectly  sat- 
isfied with  the  paper  currency,  existing  in  Pennsylva- 
nia, since  the  establishment  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  that  they  have  desired  no  change  in  if,  and  that 
if  any  change  shall  be  made,  they  do  most  earnestly  de- 
precate, the  substitution  of  the  New  York  Safety  Fund 
System,  by  which  a  bank  is  authorized  to  issue  notes  to 
the  amount  of  $349,470,  while  it  possesses  in  specie,  in 
its  vaults,  no  more  than  the  sum  of  S3, 658!  to  redeem 
all  the  notes,  issued  by  it  and  circulated  in  the  commu- 
nity, as  the  representatives  of  a  solvent  and  specie  pay- 
ing Bank. 

Resolved,  That  we  do  solemnly  protest  against  the 
friends  of  Gen.  Jackson,  assuming  to  themselves  the 
title  of  the  Pennsylvania  Democracy,  when  they  have 
avowed  that  we  will  support  the  opinions  of  one  man, 
"  whether  right  or  wrong,"  and  we  do  conscientiously 
believe,  that  if  General  Jackson  should  this  day  public- 
ly announce  his  determination  to  return  the  deposits  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  that  the  Jackson  repre- 
sentation of  this  State  in  Congress  would  instantly  sup- 
port the  measure;  that  the  Jackscn  portion  of  the  Leg- 
islature of  Pennsylvania  would  add  their  hearty  concur- 
rence; and  that  the  whole  Jackson  party  throughout  the 
United  States  would  rejoice  in  tiieir  release  from  their 
present  dilemma;  and  as  instantly  proclaim  this  last  act 
of  their  chief,  the  most  disinterested  and  noble  deed  of 
his  life. 

The  following  resolutions  were  presented  by  the  dif- 
ferent trades: — 

By  the  Painters  of  the  city  andcounty. 

Resolved,  That  Martin  Van  Buren  deserves,  and  will 
receive  the  execration  of  all  good  men,  should  he  shrink 
from  the  responsibility  of  conveying  to  Andiew  Jack- 
son, the  message  sent  by  the  honourable  Henry  Clay, 
when  the  Builders  memorial  was  presented  to  the  Sen- 
ate. I  charge  you,  said  he,  go  to  the  President,  and 
tell  him — tell  him  if  he  would  save  his  country — if  he 
would  save  himself — tell  him  to  stop  short,  and  ponder 
well  his  course — tell  him  to  retrace  his  steps,  before  an 
injured  and  insulted  people,  infuriated  by  his  experi- 
ment upon  their  happiness,  rises  in  the  majesty  of  pow- 
er, and  hurls  the  usurper  down  from  the  seat  he  occu- 
pies, like  lucifer,  never  to  rise  again. 

By  the  Builders  of  the  City  and  County. 

Resolved,  That  the  amount  of  present  and  prospec- 
tive employment  for  all  branches  of  industry  connected 
with  the  erection  of  buildings  in  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia,  has  been  affected  to  the  extent  of  75  per 
cent,  compared  with  last  year's  business,  by  the  present 
disastrous  and  ruinous  measures  of  Andrew  Jackson. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  solemn  and  deliberate  con- 
viction of  those  whose  employment  depends  upon  the 
erection  of  buildings,  that  the  immediate  restoration  of 
the  deposites,  and  the  recharter  of  the  U.  S.  Bank,  are 
the  only  means  by  which  confidence  can  be  restored, 
lost  faith  recovered,  and  the  late  cheering  prospect 
which  animated  and  diU'used  its  blessings  throughout 
the  whole  community,  regained. 

Resolved,  That  the  declarations  of  the  representative 
to  Congress,  fiom  Montgomery  county,  that  the  me- 
chanics and  labourers  have  hitherto  been  too  highly  fa- 
voured— that  their  prosperity  has  been  too  great— that 
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the  bank  has  afforded  them  too  many  facilities — that  they 
have  been  adding-  house  to  house,  and  that  it  is  time 
they  were  put  down,  merits,  and  should  receive  the 
scorn  and  contempt  of  freemen,  and  indicates  a  mind 
so  sordid,  narrow  and  selfish,  and  so  disgraceful  to  the 
feelings  of  humanity,  and  revolting'  to  every  sentiment 
of  the  heart,  that  we  are  almost  constrained  to  ascribe 
them  to  the  ravings  of  a  maniac,  rather  than  the  expres- 
sions of  a  sane  and  thinking  mind. 

Resolved.  That  we  now  earnestly  call  upon  all  our 
fellow  citizens  to  aid  us,  e'er  it  is  too  late,  in  our  endea- 
vours to  put  down,  as  speedily  as  possible,  the  alarming 
power  claimed  by  the  present  chief  magistrate,  and  to 
prevent,  if  possible,  the  prostration  of  our  interests  be- 
ing consummated  to  satisfy  the  unbounded  ambition  of 
a,  military  despot. 

The  committee  take  occasion  to  say,  the  foregoingex- 
pressions   ascribed   to  Joel  K.  Mann,   of  Montgomery 
county,  were  used  by  him  to   apart  of  the  builders' 
committee,  late  on  a  visit  to  Washington. 
Bi/  the  Hatters. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  degrading  to  freemen,  to  wear 
the  collar,  or  drag  the  chains  of  any  man,  whatever 
may  have  been  his  claims^  upon  the  veneration  and 
gratitude  of  the  people. 

That  we  behold  in  the  blind  servility  of  the  support- 
ers of  Andrew  Jackson,  and  his  unprincipled  warfare 
upon  the  currency  of  the  country,  not  only  a  surrender 
of  the  dignity  and  the  rights  of  freemen, but  also,  a  basis 
6n  which,  some  political  aspirant,  may  erect  a  des- 
potism, which  shall  crush  the  last  refuge  and  hope  of 
freedom. 

That  the  people  assembled  here,  disclaiming  all  par- 
ty considerations,  pledge  themselves  as  citizens  of  our 
common  country,  never  to  relax  their  efforts,  until  the 
supremacy  of  the  Constitution  and  laws  shall  be  ac- 
knowledged, and  the  protection  of  the  government  se- 
cured, in  support  of  a  sound  and  uniform  currency,  the 
sinews  of  the  enterprise,  wealth  and  prosperity  of  a  na- 
tion of  freemen,  and  we  earnestly  entreat  the  indepen- 
dent yeomanry  of  the  country,  to  elect  honest  men,  to 
represent  them  in  Congress;  that  the  President,  may 
no  longer  be  able  to  Veto  the  passage  of  Laws,  enacted 
for  the  promotion  of  the  general  welfare. 
By  the  Gold  and  Silver  Artificers  Watch  Makers,  and 
other  branches  of  the  Trade. 

Resolved,  That  when  the  time  arrives  for  an  expres- 
sion of  our  opinions  by  the  Ballot  Box — that  we  here 
declare  our  determination,  to  support  no  individual 
for  office,  who  will  not  unite  with  us  in  tearing  aside 
the  flimsy  veil  which  conceals  the  "Kitchen  Cabinet," 
and  expose  them  in  all  their  naked  deformity  to  the 
eyes  of  the  nation,  as  objects  fit  only  for  the  scorn  and 
contempt  of  mankind. 

By  the  Cordwainers. 

This  day,  22  years  ago,  was  the  great  earthquake,  at 
Carraccas,  and  the  meeting  this  afternoon,  will  cause 
a  great  earthquake  with  politicians  according-  to  in- 
terests, therefore.  Resolved,  that  we,  the  Cordwainers 
of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  considering  the 
name  of  Democrat,  substituted  for  man  worshiper,  or 
going  the  whole  hog,  as  deviating  from  the  principles 
of  98,  do  agree  as  Republicans,  to  support  principles 
instead  of  men,  and  shall  consider  this  day  as  the  begin- 
ning of  the  Second  Republican  era,  of  this  country. 

J t  was  resolved,  th.at  the  President  of  this  meeting 
have  power  to  appoint  a  committee  of  correspondence. 

On  motion,  it  was  resolved,  that  the  meeting  approve 
of  the  delegates  chosen  by  the  city  and  county  to  the  | 
convention  to  be  held  at  Harrisburgh,  on  the  29th  of 
May.     They  are  as  follows: 

FOR  THE  CITY. 
John  Sergeant,  Daniel  Groves, 

John  M.  Scott,  Joseph  R.    Ingersoll, 

John  S.  Riddle,  Silas  W.  Sexton, 

Wm.  M.  Meredith,  Bernard  McCredy, 

Joseph  Murray. 


FOR  THE  COUNTY. 

Northern  Liberties— Wm.  Wagner,  Jos.  Smith. 

Spring  Garden — David  Woelpper. 

Southwark — Nathl.  C.Foster.  George  P.  Little. 

Moyamensing—  T.  M.   Hubbell. 

Kensington — Wm.  Fitler. 

Unincorporated  Nortliern  Liberties — Thos.   Roatch. 

Bristol  Township — Wm.  Wister. 

Oxford  Township— Geo.  K.  Budd. 

Moreland  Township — Franklin  Comly. 

The  meeting  adjourned  after  giving  NINE  cheers  for 
the  constitution. 


Prom  the  Forester. 
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It  will  be  23  years  the  23d  day  of  May  next  since  I 
moved  into  Potter  county.  Old  Mr.  Ayres  was  in  the 
county  at  that  time;  and  had  been  in  the  county  about 
five  years  alone.  In  the  fall  before  I  came,  three  fami- 
lies, (Benjamin  Birt,  Major  Lyman,  and  a  Mr.  Sher- 
man,) moved  to  the  county.  The  East  and  West  State 
Uoad  was  cut  out  the  vear  before  I  moved  in. 

It  was  very  lonesome  for  several  years;  people  would 
move  in,  and  stay  a  short  time,  and  move  away  again. 
It  has  been  but  a  few  years,  since  settlers  began  to 
stick.  I  made  some  little  clearing,  and  planted  some 
garden  seeds,  &c,  the  first  spring.  We  brought  a  small 
stock  of  provisions  with  us.  On  the  3d  day  of  July,  I 
started  with  my  two  yoke  of  oxen,  to  go  to  Jersey 
shore,  to  mill,  to  procure  flour.  I  crossed  Pine-Creek 
eighty  times,  going  to,  and  eighty  times,  coming  from 
mill;  was  gone  eighteen  days,  broke  two  axlelrees  to 
my  wagon,  upset  twice,  and  one  wheel  came  off  in  cross- 
ing the  creek. 

Jersey  shore  was  the  nearest  place  to  procure  provi- 
sions, and  the  road  was  dreadful.  The  few  seeds  that 
I  was  able  to  plant  the  first  year,  yielded  but  little  pro- 
duce. We  however  raised  some  half  grown  potatoes, 
some  turnips  and  soft  corn,  with  which  we  made  out  to 
live,  without  suffering  till  the  next  spring.  At  planting 
time,  when  1  planted  all  the  seeds  that  I  had  left;  and 
when  I  finished  planting,  we  had  nothing  to  eat  but 
leaks,  cow  cabbage  and  milk.  We  lived  on  leaks,  and 
cow  cabbage,  as  long  as  they  kept  green,  about  six 
weeks, — my  family  consisted  of  my  wife,  and  two  chil- 
dren, and  1  was  obliged  to  work  though  faint  for  want 
of  food . 

The  first  winter  the  snow  fell  very  deep.  The  first 
winter  month  it  snowed  25  days  out  of  30,  and  during 
the  three  winter  months  it  snowed  70  days.  I  sold  one 
yoke  of  my  oxen  in  the  fall,  the  other  yoke  I  wintered 
on  browse,  but  in  the  spring,  one  ox  died,  and  the  other 
I  sold  to  procure  food  for  my  family,  and  was  now  des- 
titute of  a  team,  and  had  nothing  but  my  own  hands  to 
depend  upon  to  clear  my  lands  and  raise  provisions. — 
We  wore  out  all  our  shoes  the  first  year,  we  had  no  way 
to  get  more,  no  money,  nothing  to  sell,  and  but  little 
to  eat,  and  were  in  dreadful  distress  for  the  want  of  the 
necessaries  of  life.  I  was  obliged  to  work  and  travel  in 
the  woods  barefooted.  After  a  while  our  clothes  were 
worn  out,  our  family  increased,  and  the  children  were 
nearly  naked.  1  had  a  broken  slate  that  1  brought  from 
Jersey  shore.  I  sold  that  to  Harry  Lyman,  and  bought 
two  fawn  skins,  of  which  my  wife  made  a  petticoat  for 
Mary;  and  Mary  wore  the  petticoat  till  she  out  grew  it, 
then  Rhodatooicit,  till  she  out  grew  it,  then  Susan  had 
it  till  she  out  grew  it,  then  it  fell  to  Abigail,  and  she  ■ 
wore  it  out. 

For  several  years  my  small  crops  were  much  injured 
by  frosts,  and  fruit  trees  would  not  grow  well,  but  for 
several  years  past,my  crops  have  been  seldom  injured  by  • 
fiost,and  my  fruit  trees  grow  and  bear  remarkably  well- 
My  land  was  given  to  me  by  John  Keating,  (50  acres.) 
1  have  now  16  acres  only  of  cleared  land  on  this  farm. 
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My  crops,  late  years,  turn  out  to  my  entire  satisfaction.  I  has  attached  to  it  an  endless  rope  of  five  thousand  nine 
I  generallv  g-et   from  30  to  50  bushels  of  corn  to  tfie   hundred  and  fifty  feet,  by  which  the  cars  are  to  be  rais- 


acre,  and  from  two  ton,  to  two  ton  and  a  half  of  hay  to 
the  acre,  other  crops   in   proportion,   except  wheat,  I 
have  had  but  lew  good  wheat  crops. 
I  have  now  eleven  in  my  family,  have  16  head  of  neat 


ed  up  from  andlet  down,  along  the  inclined  plane,to  the 
level  below.  The  Turnpike  road  crosses  tliis  plane  by 
a  neat  and  substantial  bridge,  from  which  the  passing 
'raveller  will  often  view,  with  admiration  and  delight, 


cattle,  29  sheep,  and  have  sustained  some  losses.      My  I  the  apparent  ease,  the  expedition    and  regularity  with 
i-_      1..  I  1  1  i._.i.i...  1  ...,,  _n  ..._.   ■' vvhich  henvy  trains  of  cars  will  be  drawn,  to  the  summit 

of  the  Allegheny,  by  the  powerful  engine  at  tiie  head  of 
tiie  plane.  If  he  has  passed  over  the  mountain  at  that 
place  a  few  years  since,  he  will  be  astonished  at  the  con- 
trast. Then  the  mountain  was  surrounded  witii  great 
difficulty  by  asleep  and  rugged  road,  now,  it  is  ascend- 
ed by  a  smootli  and  regular  Uail  way.  Then,  the  heavy 
teams  labored  long  and  arduously  to  bring  up  a  light 
load,  now  immense  burdens  can  glide  swiftly  up  under 
the  almost  magical  influence  of  steam. 

So  far  as  yet  tried  all  the  engines  work  well,  and  the 
manner  of  their  arrangement  and  performance  fully 
meets  the  expectations  and  wishes  of  all  concerned.  The 
machinery  for  regulating  the  speed  of  the  engines,  will 
give  to  the  engineers  perfect  control  over  the  velocity 
of  descent,  and  will  give  full  security  against  the  occur- 
rence of  any  accident.  With  ordinary  care  in  attaching 
the  cars  to  the  ropes,  there  can  be  no  risk  to  passengers 
or  property  in  either  ascending  or  descending  the 
planes. 

After  the  above  was  in  type  we  received  the  notice 
of  Mr.  Jones,  the  superintendent,  which  is  published  in 
another  column.  By  it,  it  will  be  seen  that  our  antici- 
pations will  be  realized  at  an  early  day.  On  Tuesday 
next  the  cars  will  be  placed  upon  the  rail  way  and  ope- 
rations thereon  be  commenced. 


family  have  always  been  healthy  here,  and  all  that  1 
have  now,  I  have  made  here  by  hard  work.  I  make  my 
sixteen  acres  of  cleared  land  produce  the  value  of  from 
250  to  350  dollars  per  annum,  in  grain  and  hay.  I 
have  bought  and  paid  for  50  acres,  about  8  miles  up  the 
river,  on  which  I  have  8  acres  cleared;  on  that  farm  I 
raise  excellent  wheat  and  rye.  We  make  from  9  to  12 
cwt.  of  tub  sugar  each  spring,  from  about  300  trees. — 
We  made  one  year,  from  o7  trees,  3  cwt.  of  tub  sugar. 
I  have  on  this  farm,  about  150  bearing  apple  trees,  and 
40  plumb  trees.  I  have  endured  great  hardships  here, 
but  it  is  a  healthy  country;  the  water  is  pure,  the  land 
if  well  tilled  produces  good  crops;  the  country  has  hith- 
erto settled  very  slow,  but  population  and  improvements 
are  increasing  rapidly,  and  the  prospects  of  the  country 
are  very  encouraging,  and  I  am  perfectly  contented  with 
the  country — and  any  steady,  sober  and  industrious  man 
can  do  well  enough  in  this  county.  A  poor  man  can  go 
on  to  a  new  farm  here  and  pay  for  it  out  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  crops,  much  quicker ^than  he  can  buy  a  farm  in 
an  old  settled  country. 

I  raise  on  my  small  farm  an  abundance  of  all  the  ne- 
cessaries of  life,  and  have  always  something  to  spare. 
Our  children  often  cried  for  bread  during  the  first  years 
of  our  settlement  here,  but  we  have  now  bread  enough 
and  to  spare,  and  all  other  needed  temporal  comforts, 
wherewith  we  are  all  contented  and  for  which  I  hope 
we  render  a  daily  tribute  of  heartfelt  gratitude. 

For  23  years  1  have  had  no  law  suits,  have  not  been  a 
witness  in  any  law  trial,  and  have  given  but  one  note 
I  am  a  man  of  weakly  constitution,  but  I  think  I  have 
proven  by  fair  demonstration  that  by  industry  and  econ 
omy  a  man  may  live  in  Potter  county. 
_  The  morals  of  the  people  have  improved  in  propor- 
tion to  the  improvement  of  the  country;  until  within  a 
few  years  past,  Potter  county  seemed  to  be  a  sink  of  in 
iquity;  drunkenness  and  profanity,  gambhng,  and  Sab- 
bath breaking,  were  the  leading  features  of  the  state  of 
society;  but  the  scene  is  now  happily  changed,  and  en- 
terprise, industry,  sobriety,  peace  and  good  order,  and 
religion,  have  gained  the  ascendency.  We  now  raise 
buildings  w  ithout  a  drop  of  spirits  being  drank  on  the 
occasion,  without  any  broils  and  contention,  and  with- 
out an  oath.  We  have  stated  preaching,  by  different 
denominations,  at  Coudersport,  and  the  Sabb.ath  day  is 
generally  regarded.  I  am  now  in  my  sixty  third  year, 
and  am  about  to  settle  all  my  concerns  for  time  and  for 
eternity.  I  have  endeavoured  to  do  my  duty  in  all 
things — deal  justly  with  all,  and  wrong  no  man — and  if 
any  man  can  say  that  John  Peat  owes  him  aught — that 
he  has  ever  oppressed  the  poor — turned  the  stranger 
and  needy  away  empty — pinched  the  hireling  of  his 
wages — or  in  any  other  way  wronged  any  person — let 
him  come  forward  and  I  will  make  satisfaction,  to  the 
utmost  of  my  power,  as  I  wish  to  go  down  to  my  grave 
in  peace.  JOHN  PEAT. 


From  the  Ebensburg  Sky- 
THE  PUBLIC  WORKS. 

The  water  has  been  let  into  the  canals  both  east  and 
west  of  the  mountains  and  the  boats  will  now  commence 
their  regular  trips.  The  Portage  Rail  Road  is  nearly 
ready  to  receive  the  cars.  We  may  then  expect  an  ac- 
tive business.  The  stationary  engines  will  be  complet- 
ed and  the  ropes  laid  upon  the  planes  in  a  few  days.  All 
except  one,  will  be  finished  this  week. 

We  have  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  engine  at 
plane  number  six,  near  Lemmon's  tavern  in  full  opera- 
tion.    This  engine  is  placed  at  the  highest  summit,  and 


Extract  from  Mr.  Jones'  Notice. 
Bates  of  Tolls 
To  be  charged  upon  the  Portage  Rail  Road, 
cents 


mills 


For  each  burden,  or  property  car,  inde- 
pendent of  its  loading,  per  mile  1         0 

For  each  passenger  car,  per  mile  2         0 

For  each  passenger  over  12  years  of  age 
transported  in  a  car  of  any  description, 
per  mile  1         0 

For  children  between  six  and  twelve  years 

of  age,  per  mile  0         5 

For  all  property  conveyed  on  the  Rail  Road,  double 

the  rates  of  toll  chargeable  on  the  canal. 

S.  JONES,  Supt. 
Office  of  the  Portage  Rail  way         ? 
HoUldaijsburg,  March  12,  1834.  5 


The  Fihst  Boat. — On  Friday  last,  the  Canal  Boat 
"Velocity,"  Capt.  Hill,  was  loosed  from  her  winter 
moorings,  brought  up  to  one  of  our  wharves,  and  load- 
ed, and  the  next  day  (.Saturday  March  8,)  started  for 
Johnstown. 

Last  year,  the  first  boat  left  this  place,  (also  for  Johns, 
town,)  about  the  21st  of  February,  but  a  change  in  the 
weather,  immedi.itely  afterwards,  put  a  stop  to  the  na- 
vigation, which  was  not  recommenced  until  the  16th  of 
March,  so  that  the  boating  season  commences  this  year, 
eight  days  earlier  than  it  did  last  year. — Blairsville  Bee. 
March  52. 


First  AHnivAL  bt  the  Portage. — We  have,  to 
day  the  pleasure  to  annoimce  the  arrival  of  the  first  lot 
of  goods,  by  the  way  of  the  Portage  Rail  Road.  Upon 
ref^erence  to  the  note  from  the  Collector's  Office,  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  Packet  Boat  General  Lacock,  Captain 
Craig,  arrived  this  morning  from  Johnstown,  with  goods 
In  thirteen  days,  from  Philadelphia.  These  goods  could 
now  be  sent  to  Detroit  or  St.  Louis,  before  the  New 
York  Canal  is  opened.  —  Piltsburgh  Gazelle  of  March  24. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


[Mabcb 


From  the  Commercial  Herald. 
AUCTION   DUTIES. 
Amount  of  Duties  paid  into  the  State  Treasui-y  by  the 
different  Auction  Houses  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia 
for  four  years. 

1830. 
Quarter  ending  March  20        §24,645  76 
June  20  43,946   13 

Sept.  20  23,440   16 


Dec.  20             32,895  26 

124,927  31 

1831. 

March  20           23,141  20 

June  20            42,725  27 

Sep.  20            28,829  12 

Dec.  20            44,662  31 



139,361  22 

1832. 

March  20          19,103  77 

June  20            36,456  52 

Sept.  20            13,574  23 

Dec.  20            24,417  88 

_  ... 

93,552  40 

1833. 

March  20            9,986  57 

June  20             31,872  64 

Sept.  20           13,494  53 

Dec.  20             22,709  26 

78.063  60 

1834. 
March  20  §8,751  06 

Thus,  it  will  be  seen  that  there  hss  been  a  rapid  de- 
cline in  business.  The  difference  between  the  receipts 
of  1831  and  1833,  is  upwards  of  sixty  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

The  following  is  the  amount  of  the  State  duties  paid 
by  the  Auctioneers  for  the  quarter  ending  the  20th 
instant. 


Wm.  Folwell,  jr. 

2894  24 

Geo.  Thomas 

2667  12 

S.  W.  Lippincott 

1781  00 

James  Burk 

400  11 

H.  D.  Mandeville 

367  52 

Wm.  Baker 

235  40 

T.  B.  Freemen 

209  42 

C.  J.  Wolbert 

121  82 

J.  D.  Goodwin 

40  54 

S.  Poulterer 

33  89 

Total 

§8751  06 

THE  STATE  LOAN. 

The  loan  of  $792,354  44  has  been  taken  by  John 
Moss,  Esq.  of  this  city.  Another  offer  was  made  for 
it  from  an  eminent  European  house;  but  altogether 
above  par,  not  being  as  favourable  as  that  of  Mr.  Moss, 
was  rejected. — Phila.  Gaz. 


THE    REGISTER- 


PHILADELPHIA,  MAKCH  29,  1834. 


On  Thursday  the  parade  of  the  Firemen  took  place, 
making  a  very  brilliant  display  of  their  apparatus.  We 
are  promised  by  one  of  the  marshals.a  detailed  account 
of  the  procession,  for  a  future  number. 

The  Memoirs  of  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Society       Printed  every  Saturday  morning,  by  Wm.  F.  Geddes, 
to  which  we    alluded  in  a  late  number,' as  containing    No.  9,  Library  street,  Philadelphia. 


Campanius's  history  of  New  Sweden, has  been  publish- 
ed. In  the  same  volume  is  a  full  account  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Pennsylvania,  by  Dr.  Wood: — also  several  inter- 
esting letters  from  Wm.  Penn.  The  work  may  be  bad 
of  M'Carty  &  Davis,  and  will  be  found  interesting. 


On  the  22d  instant,  the  old  Merchants'  Coffee  House, 
in  Second  street, next  to  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  was 
so  much  injured  by  fire,  as  to  render  the  removal  of 
the  books  and  papers  to  the  new  Exchange,  necessary: 
— so  that  this  beautiful  building  was  then  opened — ra- 
ther earlier  than  was  intended.  It  has  been  visited  du- 
ring the  week  by  many  ladies,  who  were  publicly  in- 
vited to  view  this  splendid  establishment,  which  is  tru- 
ly an  ornament  to  our  city.  A  description  of  this  build- 
ing will  be  published  hereafter. 


It  has  been  stated  in  the  papers,  that  Coal  has  been 
found  in  Bucks  county,  and  Gold  in  York  county,  in 
this  State.  A  gentleman  conversant  with  these  matters, 
informs  us,  that  the  former  has  as  yet  been  discovered 
only  in  small  quantities — rather  as  a  curiosity,  than  as 
one  of  much  importance — and  that  although  he  has  not 
heard  of  the  gold  in  York  county — yet  he  says,  he  has 
himself  found  it  in  the  State.  These  indications,  how- 
ever, ought  to  shew  the  necessity  of  a  geological  sur- 
vey of  the  State,  which  has  often  been  pressed  upon 
the  attention  of  the  Legislature — at  last  session  a  bill 
was  introduced  authorizing  such  a  survey — but  was  re- 
ferred for  final  decision  to  the  present  session;  we  do 
not  recollect  to  have  seen,  that  the  subject  has  been 
attended  to  as  yet.  We  hope  it  will  be  acted  upon,  and 
agreed  to,  before  the  adjournment.  It  is  of  great  im- 
portance, in  our  view. 


On  Wednesday  evening,  Professor  W.  R.  Johnson 
delivered  the  Introductory  lecture  to  a  course  on  Elec- 
tricity, to  a  crowded  assembly.  This  course  will  con- 
sist of  twelve  lectures,  (on  Thursday  and  Friday  even- 
ings, at  half  past  7  o'clock,  price  of  tickets,  §3,)  to  be 
dehvered  at  his  school  room,  in  St.  James'  street.  The 
splendid  apparatus,  and  the  well  known  qualifications 
as  a  lecturer,  of  Professor  J.  are  a  sufficient  guaranty, 
that  those  who  desire  to  obtain  information  on  this  ira- 
portant  and  interesting  science,  cannot  fail  to  be  in- 
structed as  well  as  entertained.  It  is  highly  creditable  to 
our  city,  that  so  many  opportunities  are  afforded,  of 
attending  able  lectures  on  scientific  subjects,  of  which 
we  are  happy  to  find  so  many  of  our  citizens,  especial- 
ly the  younger  portion  of  them,  availing  themselves. 
The  lectures  at  the  Franklin  Institute,  by  Dr.  Mitchell 
on  Chemistry,  Professor  Johnson  on  Natural  Philoso- 
phy, Dr.  Emerson  on  Meteorology,  and  Mr.  Milllngton 
on  Astronomy,  have  been  well  attended  during  the 
winter. 
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REPORT  ON  THE  COAL  TKAUE. 

(Continued  from  page  197.) 

Tlit  third,   or   WYOMING  and  LACKAWANNA 

Cual  fidd. 

Is  situate  wholly  in  Luzerne  county,  and  constitutes 
about  one-fifth  of  its  territory.  Occupying  a  central 
position  in  the  county,  it  bears  nearly  an  east  and  west 
course,  and  terminates  near  the  line  of  Wayne  county 
on  the  east,  and  Columbia  couniy  or.  the  west.  Like 
the  first  and  second  coal  fields,  it  is  confined  between 
two  parallel  mountain-s  op  rather  enclosed  by  a  conti- 
nuous mountain,  extending  entirely  around  the  coal 
deposit.  It  is  about  sixty-five  miles  in  length, 
averaging  about  five  miles  in  width.  Being  the  widest 
at  the  centre,  and  growing  narrower  as  the  barrier  or 
boundary  contracts  towards  either  end,  it  assumes,  like 
the  other  fields,  the  shape  of  a  longitudinal  trough,  or 
canoe.  Its  boundary  is  progressively  termed  the  Moo- 
sick,  Lackawanna,  Dial,  Wilkesbarre,  Nanticoke, 
Shickshinny,  and  Capouse  mountains.  The  coal  beds  of 
this  region  vary  from  one  foot  to  thirty  feet  in  thickness, 
and  are  generally  more  accessible  than  those  of  the 
other  fields,  being  exposed  in  innumerable  places,  by 
deep  ravines,  abrupt  precipices,  and  small  streams, 
and  in  some  places  form  the  bottom  of  the  river  Sus- 
quehanna and  the  Lackawanna. — The  Pennsylvania 
canal  passes  through  them  at  several  points,  and  at 
others  the  coal  may  be  precipitated  from  the  mines  by 
means  only  of  a  chute  or  slide  of  boards,  directly  into 
the  canal  boats. 

This  coal  formation  is  well  defined,  and  its  geological 
character  more  extensively  and  advantageously  known 
than  that  of  either  of  the  other  regions, having  recently 
been  explored  by  Professor  Silliman,  a  gentleman  of 
eminent  science  and  intelligence.*  The  strata  would 
appear  to  run  transversely  across  the  vallej',  formino* ! 
a  series  of  eliptical  curves,  and  dipping  from  either 
side  of  the  boundary  in  the  direction  of  the  waters. 
The  coal  is  heavier  and  harder  than  that  of  the  other 
two  deposits.  Arks,  laden  with  this  coal,  have  been 
known  to  sink  in  llie  Susquehanna,  and  after  remaining 
under  water  until  the  Ireshet  had  subsided,  it  has  been 
t:iken  out  without  sustaining  any  loss  from  decomposi- 
tion. It  is  generally  thought  to  be  not  quite  so  free 
of  ignition,  but  when  ignited,  the  heat  is  intense  and 
its  endurance  greater. 

To  the  eye  of  the  passing  or  superficial  observer, 
there  would  appear  to  be  little  if  any  variance  in  the 
general  appearance  and  cliaracteristic  features  of  these 
three  coal  ficlds,excepting  only  in  one  particular — and 
that  difference  is  a  strik'ng  and  interesting  one  :  The 
first  and  second  fields  present  a  thin,  birren,  sterile 
•oil,  peculiar  to  our  mountain  lands — small  portions  of 
it  only  being  susceptible  of  cultivation— although  it  is 
said  to  be  gener:dly  nutritious  and  producing  fine  gar- 
dens. The  third  field  presents  a  rich,  deep  loam,  em- 
bracing the  beautiful  and  fertile  valK-y  of  Wyoming, 
and  one  of  the  most  productive  and  excellent  at;ricul- 
tural  districts  in  Pennsylvania.  Alike  rich  in  its'  agii- 
cultural  productions   as  abundant  in  its  mineral  trea- 


•  See  IJeg.  Vol.  VI.  p.  7Q.  112.  273. 
Vol.  XIIL  27 


sures,  the  same  acre  of  land  may  furnish  employment 
for  both  the  agriculturist  and  the  miner.  While  the 
farmt-r  is  occupied  upon  the  surface,  at  the  h  oidles  of 
the  plough,  in  preparing  the  rich  soil  for  its  seed,  or  the 
field,  waving  wiih  rich  luxuriance,  bends  before  the 
sickle,  the  miner,  like  the  antipodes  of  another  region, 
m.iy  be  actively  engaged  in  the  interior,  beneath  his 
feet,  in  mining  and  bringing  forth  the  long-hidden  trea- 
sures of  the  earth.  The  different  branches  of  industrv, 
therefore,  may  here  not  only  be  placed  side  by  side, 
but  literally  one  on  top  of  the  other. 

The  existence  of  coal  in  this  region  was  known  at  a 
very  early  day,  and  long  before  it  was  discovered  in 
either  of  the  other  fields.  It  was  used  before  the  pe- 
riod of  the  revolution,  anri  its  present  and  prospective 
value  may  have  tended  to  stimulate  the  long  and  direful  • 
conflicts,  for  the  jurisdic'ion  of  the  soil,  in  which  the 
valley  was  strewed  with  the  bones  of  its  patriotic  de- 
fenders. In  the  years  1775  and  1776,  se\eral  boat  loads 
of  coal  were  taken  down  the  Susquehanna,  and  hauled 
to  the  United  States'  armory  at  Carlisle,  for  the  manu- 
facture of  arms.  'Ibis  coal  was  taken  from  a  bed  be- 
longing to  the  late  Judge  Hollenback,  one  mile  above 
Wilkesbarre,  near  the  mouth  of  his  mill  creek.  I  he 
same  bed  has  recently  bee  n  opened,  at  the  place  point- 
ed out  by  the  Judge  in  his  life  time, and  upon  removing 
the  earth,  the  marks  of  the  tools  were  plainly  percepti- 
ble in  the  coal  scam.  In  1768,  it  was  first  used  by 
Obadiah  Gore,  a  blacksmith,  who  came  into  the  Wyo- 
ming valley,  as  a  Connecticut  settler;  and  having  suc- 
ceeded in  using  it  in  his  shop,  it  soon  became  the  only 
fuel  used  by  the  blacksmiths  in  the  valley.  It  was  first 
used  in  a  gra'e  by  Judge  Fell,  of  Wilkesbarre,  in  1808, 
who,  to  use  his  own  language,  "conceived  the  idea, 
that  if  a  body  of  this  coal  were  ignited  and  confined  to- 
gether, it  would  burn  as  fuel;  and  to  try  tlie  experi- 
ment, he  had  a  grate  constructed  for  the  purpose, 
eight  inches  in  depth  and  twenty-two  inches  long,  and 
the  coal,  after  being  igniied  in  it,  burned  beyond  the 
most  sanguine  expectation." 

The  Lackawanna  river,  taking  its  rue  in  the  higher 
lands  of  Susquehanna  and  Wayne  counties,  breaks  into 
the  third  coal  field  at  the  north-east  end,  and  passing 
through  the  heart  of  the  basin,  unites  with  the  Susque- 
hanna at  Pittston;  or,  rather,  the  Susquehanna  unites 
with  it— for  it  would  appear  more  probable,  that  at  a 
time  long  gone  by,  the  Susquehanna  has  forced  itself 
through  the  northern  boundary,  now  termed  the  Dial 
mountain,  above  Pittston,  and  taken  the  course  of  the 
Lackawanna,  emptying  at  the  same  time  the  con'ents 
of  some  vast  lake  above,  into  the  Lackawanna  and 
Wyomin.:,'  valleys;  thus  covering  the  whole  coal  forma- 
tion with  its  present  rich  alluvial  deposit.  This  hy- 
pothesis is  strengthened  by  the  facts,  that  the  alluvial 
soil  is  found  to  e.vtend  up  the  valley  of  the  Lackawanna 
ne  u-ly  as  far  as  Cat  bondale,  and,  it  is  believed,  upon 
the  same  elevation  with  the  mountain  barrier  below 
Shickshinny  creek,  where  the  Susquehanna,  pursuing 
the  course  of  the  Lackawanna,  breaks  through  the 
southern  boundary  ;  and  which,  it  is  sujiposed,  may 
have  dammed  back  or  retained,  for  a  time,  the  con- 
tents of  the  lake.  The  soil  toward  the  lower  end,  as  at 
Shawny  flats,  &c.  is  finer,  or  of  a  more  loamy  and 
sandy  nature-,  while  farther  up,  as  between  Kingstoa 
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and  Dial  mountain,  where  tlie  Susquehanna  enters  the 
coal  field,  and  where  the  less  buoyant  particles  of  the 
sediment  may  be  supposed  to  have  first  sealed,  the  de- 
posit is  more  gravelly  and  stony.  Advancing  up  the 
Lackawanna,  the  soil  gradually  becomes  thinner  until 
%ve  reach  Carbondale,  where  there  is  not  the  slightest 
appearance  of  alluvial  soil,  and  where  the  natural  face 
of  the  country  assumes  a  character  similar  in  ail  respects 
to  that  of  the  first  and  second  coal  fields. 

The  river  Suscjuehanna  breaks  through  the  northern 
boundary  of  this  field  at  Pittslon,  about  ten  miles  above 
Wilkesbarre,  and  pursuing  its  way  through  the  middle 
of  Wyoming  valley,  it  passes  lengthwise  through  the  ' 
centre  of  the  coal  range,  until  it  reaches  the  mouth  of  ^ 
Tilberry  creek,  or  the  Nanticoke  falls,  a  distance  of  j 
about  nineteen  miles.  It  here  passes  cut  of  the  field  to 
the  north,  and  breaking  through,  or  rather  severing 
lengthvvise  the  northern  boundary  for  the  distance  of 
several  miles,  to  the  mouth  of  Shickshinny  creek,  it 
there  again  turns  to  tlie  south,  again  enters  the  coal 
field,  and  running  across  it,  passes  through  the  soutli- 
etn  boundary,  leaving  undisttu'bed  the  western  end  of 
the  coal  deposit.  Several  su  .cessive  beds  of  coal 
have  been  opened  in  the  mountain  at  this  point,  by  Na- 
than Beach,  Ksq.  the  strata  appearing  regular  and  un- 
interrupted. 1  he  third  field  here  terminates,  falling 
off  into  a  red  shale  basin  at  the  Knob  mountain,  near 
Fishing  creek,  in  Columbia  county,  and  not,  as  has 
generally  been  supposed,  at  the  falls  of  Nanticoke. 

The  coal  of  (his  region  has  therefore  been  used  from 
the  year  1768  to  the  present  time,  by  the  people  re- 
siding immediately  on  the  Susquehanna,  its  consump- 
tion gradually  increasing  with  the  growth  of  the  coun- 
try. It  has  hitherto  been  brought  down  in  arks,  con- 
taining each  about  sixty  tons,  and  sold  at  different  towns 
on  the  river;  but  the  business  was  always  considered  a 
hazardous  one,  owing  to  the  difficulties  in  navigating 
the  river;  and  consequent!}'  the  demand  for  coal  re- 
mained limited,  and  its  introduction  partial.  The 
Pennsylvania  canal,  designed  in  part  as  an  out-let  for 
the  coal  of  Wyoming,  was  commenced,  and  is  now 
nearly  completed  to  the  mouth  of  the  Lackawanna, 
passing  a  distance  of  about  twenty-five  miles  through 
this  coal  range.  If  intended  to  rest  at  this  point,  it 
were  unwise  to  incur  so  useless  an  expense,  particu- 
larly so  long  as  there  was  no  suitable  outlet  to  the 
Chesapeake,  and  when  it  was  known  too  that  the  coal 
of  Lykens'  valley,  Mahanoy  and  Shamokin,  would 
abundantly  supply  the  home  market  of  the  Susque- 
hanna. But,  it  was  originally  designed  as  a  measure  of 
great  state  as  well  as  national  policy — one  that  as  early 
as  1808,  had  engaged  the  attention  of  the  statesmen  of 
New  York,  Pennsylvania  and  Maiyland,  as  the  best  and 
only  practicable  route  for  the  opening  of  a  continuous 
water  communication  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  great 
northern  lakes;  and  the  only  error  now  to  be  wept  over 
is,  that  the  State  did  not  commence  the  canal  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Lackawanna,  and  prosecute  it  up  the  ri- 
ver to  the  New  York  line.  It  would  there,  at  the  dis- 
tance of  eighty-three  miles,  have  intersected  the  im- 
provements of  that  State,  and  afforded  an  avenue  fur 
our  coal  to  a  most  extensive  and  rapidly  increasing 
market.  This  work  ought  not  for  a  dav  to  be  delayed, 
but  prosecuted  to  final  completion.  There  is  nothing 
wanted  to  create  a  vast  and  permanent  demand  for  this 
fuel  throughout  the  whole  western  territory  of  New 
York  and  of  the  lakes,  but  facilities  for  furnishing  a 
supply.  Coal,  during  the  past  and  present  seascms, 
has  been  hauled  in  sleds  and  wagons  from  this  district, 
a  distance  of  eighty  miles  and  upwards  into  the  State  of 
New  York,  and  sold  in  some  instances  for  (went;!/  dol- 
lars a  ton.  '1  he  iron  works  of  a  Mr.  Willutms,  of 
Jamestown,  at  the  south-east  end  of  Chatauque  lake,  is 
now  supplied  with  Lackawanna  and  Mauch  Chunk 
coal,  which  is  transported  from  the  city  of  New  York 
to  Albany,  160  miles— from  Albany  to  Buffalo,  300 
miles,  and  thence  hauled  in  wagons  to  Jamestown,  70 
miles,  and  within  seven  miles  of  our  State  line.    If  we 


■Edd  the  distance  from  Carbondale  to  New  York,  217 
miles,  we  have  a  total  distance  of  747  miles  from  the 
mines  to  the  plice  of  consumption.  This  fact  demon- 
strates as  well  the  utility  of  canal  transportation,  as  the 
value  of  this  mineral. 

I  he  North  branch  canal  is  rather  a  national  than  a 
state  work,  and  one  to  which  the  funds  of  the  n.ational 
government  might  with  great  propriety  be  applied. 
The  great  importance  to  the  nation  of  an  internal  wa- 
ter communication  from  the  lakes  to  the  Atlantic  need 
not  be  told;  and  if  the  enterprising  citizens  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  New  York,  who  are  now  agitating  the 
question  of  improving  the  Susquehanna  fur  sloop  navi- 
gation  would  view  the  subject  in  this  light,  and  bring 
it  fairly  before  Congress,  the  strongest  hopes  might  be 
entertained  that  the  national  governtnent,  with  her 
overflowing  treasury,  would  be  induced  to  take  up  the 
work  where  Pennsylvania,  in  consequence  of  tlie  pre- 
sent pecuniary  embarrassments  seems  disposed  for  a 
time  to  leave  it.  The  facilities  for  conveying  coal  to 
our  eastern  markets  are  sufficient  for  the  present  de- 
mand. This  communication  completed,  and  the  Le- 
high navigation  owned  by  the  state,  our  chain  of  im- 
provements iti  the  north  would  soon  be  complete;  and 
who  cannot,  knowing  the  vast  resources  of  the  coun- 
try, predict  the  new  tide  of  prosperity  which  in  that 
event  would  flow  over  that  section  of  our  Common- 
wealth. 

A  rail  road  from  the  Lackawanna,  by  Starucca 
creek,  to  Harmony,  in  Susquehanna  county,  designed 
to  connect  with  the  Utica  and  Binghamton  or  Che- 
nango canal,  is  projected,  and  it  is  believed  will  be  con- 
structed. This  w  ill  afford  a  direct  and  advantageous 
out-let  to  the  north  fur  the  coal  of  the  Lackawanna. 
During  the  past  season  two  thousand  five  hundred 
tons  of  coal  were  conveyed  by  this  route  in  sleds,  and 
sold  at  various  places  in  the  interior  of  New  York,  for 
about  sixteen  dollars  per  ton.  It  is  estimated  that  there 
exists  now  in  the  western  p.art  of  New  York  a  market 
for  at  least  one  hundred  thousand  tons  of  coal  yearly. 
If  this  demand  could  be  supplied, there  would  in  a  very 
few  years  be  a  market  for  double  and  treble  that  quan- 
tity. 

It  only  remains  for  the  committee  to  notice,  in  con- 
nection with  the  third  coal  field,  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant improvements,  considered  in  reference  alone 
to  the  coal  interests,  in  the  union.  In  1822,  Maurice 
and  John  Wurts,  conceiving  the  bold  and  expanded 
project  of  constructing  a  rail  road  and  canal  from  the 
coal  beds  on  the  Lackawanna,  near  the  eastern  termi- 
nation of  the  field,  to  the  North  river  in  the  state  of 
New  York,  obtained  in  1823  and  1825,  acts  of  incorpo- 
ration, and  succeeded  in  forming  the  Delaware  and 
Hudson  canal  company,  who  undertook  and  completed 
this  Herculean  enterprise.  The  country  was  then  a 
dense  and  apparently  impenetraolt  wilderness.  The 
footstep  of  man  had  scarcely  marked  the  spot  where  is 
now  erected  the  flourishing  and  beautiful  village  of 
Carbondale,  containing  a  population  of  twenty-five 
hundred  souls.  '1  he  Moosick  mountain,  towering  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-five  feet  above  the  level  of  the  Lack- 
awanna, which  to  ordinary  minds  would  have  presented 
an  insurmountable  barrier,  and  bid  defiance  to  indivi- 
dual enterprise,  dwindled  in  the  eye  of  science  to  a 
mole  hill,  and  presented  no  impediment  in  the  way  of 
a  powerful  and  adventurous  company.  They  have  con- 
structed a  rail  road  from  the  Lackawanna  to  the  Lacka- 
waxen,  a  distance  of  sixteen  miles,  overcoming  the 
mountains  by  means  of  eight  inclined  planes — "five  of 
them  ascending  planes,  worked  by  stationary  steam 
engines,  and  three  of  them  descending  planes,  acting 
by  gravity."  From  the  termination  of  the  rail  road  at 
Honesdale,  in  Wayne  county,  (another  town  which  has 
sprimg  up  solely  under  the  auspices  of  the  Company, 
and  now  containing  fifteen  hundred  persons)  a  canal  is 
continued  down  the  Lackawaxen  to  the  Delaware,  and 
from  thence  through  the  state  of  New  York,  to  Ron- 
doiit,  on  the  North -river,  ninety-four  miles  above  the 
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city  of  New  York,  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  seven  |  The  three  anthracite  coal  deposits  of  Pennsylvania 
miles.  Whole  lengtli  of  canal  and  rail  road,  one  hun-  i  are  about  sixty-five  miles  in  length,  and  five  miles  in 
dred  and  twenty  tliree  miles.  This  work  was  completed  width,  embracing- an  area  oftiiice  hundred  and  twenly- 
in  1829,  at  an  expense  of  two  millions  three  hundred  five  square  miles,  or  two  hundred  and  eight  thousand 
and  five  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety-nine  dollars  I  acres  e;icli,  making  an  aggregate  of  nine  hundred  and 

'  ■ '^ ■' ""■  hundred  and  twenty- 


and  fifty-three  cents,  and  in  the  various  results  p; 
duced,  furnishes  one  evidence  of  benefits  conferred  by 
an  incorporated  company,  which  would  otherwise  ne- 
ver had  existence;  and  exempts  this  company  from  the 
general  objections  resting  agiinst  corporate  bodies, 
having  mining  and  trading  privileges.  Without  an  act 
of  incorporation,  and  the  inducements  of  mining  privi- 
leges, this  country,  now  filled  with  an  active  and  enter- 
prising popuhUion,  and  furnishing  one  of  the  best  mar- 
kets in   Pennsylvania,  would  have  remained   for  many 


seventy-five  square  miles, 

four  thousrtn<l  acres.  Some  of  the  lands  in  the  first  dis- 
trict are  worth  three  and  four  hundred  dollars  an  acre — 
otliers  are  of  less  value,  and  some  parts  worth  little  or 
nothing.  T  he  lands  in  the  third  field,  being  generally 
vahiable  as  well  for  mining  as  agricultural  purposes, 
may  be  valued  at  an  average  rate  of  thirty  dollars  per 
acre;  aiid  taking  the  whole  three  districts  together,  it  is 
believed  twenty  dollars  per  acre  is  not  too  high  a  valua- 
tion.    At  this  rate,  our  antluacite  coal  fields  are  worth 


years  perhaps  a  barren  waste,  and  possibly  it  would  not  j  twelve  millions,  four  iiundred  and  eighty  thousand  dol 


lai-s. 


Estimate  of  the  value  of  improvements,  and  property 
connected  with  and  consequent  upon  the  anthracite 
coal  trade  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  three  great  coal 
fields: 

Rail  roads  ajid  canals  made  by  com- 
panies and  individuals,  including 
also  parts  of  tlie  state  canals,  four 
hundred  and  eighty-nine  miles. 

Collieries,  boats,  cars.  Sec.  &c. 

Capital  invested  in  coal  lands. 

Mining  capital. 

Value  of  towns  in  the  coal  field. 


Total. 


$9,750,937  42 

1,270,280  CO 

4,900,000  00 

480  000  00 

3,375  000  00 

§19,776,2  ir  42 


be  going  too  fiir  to  say  that  the  coal  of  Lackawanna 
would  never  have  found  a  market  by  this  route,  or  in 
this  direction.  Like  the  Lehigh  company,  they  have 
diregarded  the  great  mountain  barriers,  dividing  the 
waters  of  the  Susquehanna  and  the  Delaware,  and  con- 
ducted the  coal  of  the  third  field  from  its  natural,  but 
more  circuitous  channel,  directly  to  the  city  of  New 
York,  and  the  other  increasing  markets  of  the  east  and 
the  north.  In  1833  this  company  sent  to  market,  one 
hundred  and  eleven  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seven- 
ty-seven tons  of  coal,  and  made  a  dividend  of  seven  per 
cent  upon  their  capital. 

This  work  affords  also  a  new  out-let  for  the  vast 
lumber  trade  of  the  northern  cou-ities.  During  the  last 
year,  about  five  millions  of  feet  of  lumber  were  convey- 
ed upon  the  rail  road  from  Carbondale  to  the  Lacka- 
waxen  and  the  Delaware,  where  it  is  rafted  down  the 
river.  But  the  committee  are  prevented  from  per- 
forming the  pleasing  task  of  dwelling  longer  upon  this 
noble  work,  and  its  genei-.il  beneficial  effects  upon  the 
prosperity  of  the  country  in  which  it  is  locat'  d,  by  the 
very  interesting  letter  of  John  Wurts,  esquire,  presi- 
dent of  the  company,  inserted  in  the  appendix.  No,  22, 
anil  to  which  the  Senate  is  respectfully  referred. 

It  is  impossible  now  to  form  an  estimate  of  the  small 
quantities  of  coal  th.it  have  been  conveyed  in  arks 
down  the  North  Branch  of  the  Susquehanna.  Recently, 
and  since  the  completion  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal, 
preparations  have  been  made  for  carrying  on  the  busi-  j 

ness  more  extensively.     The  Baltimore  company  have  .  Fi'OTi  the  first  coal  field 
purchased  several  of  the  most  valuable  beds  in  the  vi- ,      "       "  '  "" 

cinity  of  Wilkesbarre,  and  contemplate  the  construc- 
tion of  rail  roads  from  the  mines  to  the  canal.  The 
Plymouth  mines  are  extensively  opened,  about  ten 
thousand  tons  having  been  sent  from  them  to  market 
during  the  last  year.  I 

The  whole  amount  of  coal  mined  in  this  part  of  the  i  ^^^  °."  *'"f  T^''":''^  ?^  ?°^'  ^'I'  P*''^  the  interest  of  the 
third  coal  field  and  sent  to  market  by  the  river  and  ca-  '"™  '".hefted  m  the  busmess,  the  cost  of  coal  lands  now 
nal,  and  used  for  home  consumption  has  been  esti-  i  °^<="P'^'l'  =^>'d  ■'ail  ways  and  canals  constructed  should 


To  the  above  may  be  added  the  value  of  store  houses, 
wharves,  landings,  &c.  &c.  in  Philadelphia,  and  New 
Voi'k,  and  other  places;  and  also  the  value  of  vessels, 
and  capital  employed  in  shipping  coal.  The  additional 
value  of  coal,  after  leaving  our  ports,  is  to  be  offset 
against  the  interest  o(  this  sum. 


Whole  quantity  of  anthracite  coal   mined   and  sent   to 
market  in  Pennsylvania,  during  the  year  1833. 


second  do. 
third     do. 


429,933  tons. 

500  '« 
161,777  " 


In  forming  i 


592,210  tons, 
estimate  to  ascertain  whether  the  pro- 


0,000  tons. 
111,777 


mated  at 

By  Delaware  and  Hudson  company. 
Home  consumption,  used  in  steam  en- 

giiies,and  sold  in  intermediate  places,   20,000 


Total  in  third  field. 


161,777  tons. 


The  following  estimate  of  the  value  of  property  em 
ployed  in  the  coal  trade  and  towns  consequent  upon  it, 
is  believed  to  be  not  materially  erroneous: 
Colliery  establishments,  utensils,  horses,  &c 
Canal  boats  and  rail  road  cars, 
Carbondale, 
Hone-dale, 
Capital  invested  in  coal  lands,  h.c. 

Total. 


alone  enter  into  the  calculation.  Large  bodies  of  coal 
lands,  particularly  in  the  second  field  have  been  pur- 
chased, and  large  sums  of  money  invested,  not  with  the 
view  of  immediate,  but  future  profit.  That  portion  of 
the  state  improvements,  included  in  the  above  state- 
ment should  also  be  omitted,  as  they  depend  alike  upon 
other  sources  for  tonnage.  The  coal  above  stated  has 
drawn  from  the  community  the  average  sum  of  five  dol- 
lars per  ton,  or  a  total  of  two  millions,  nine  hundred  and 
sixty-one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars,  'llie  actual  expense 
of  mining  and  transportingfive  hundred  and  ninety-two 
thousand,  two  hundred  and  ten  tons  of  coal  may  be  es- 
timated at  four  dollars  per  ton,  amounting  lo  two  mil- 
lions, three  hundred  and  sixty-eiglit  thousand,  eight 
240*000  I  ^""''■'^^  ^"^  forty  dollars.  This  expenditure,  however, 

'_ j  includes  the   tolls  upon  the    improvements,  which  are 

^ogo  ^QQ  I  not  a  charge,  but  constitute  receipts   upon   the  capital 
___l invested.     It  is,  therefore,  proper,  as  interest  is  calcu- 
lated upon  the  sum  invested  in  the  canals  and  rail  roads, 
To  the  above  may  be  added  the  value  of  vessels  em-    to  omit  the  item  of  tolls,  which  woidd  allow  on  each  ton 
ployed  in  the  shipping  of  coal,  nine  hundred  of  which    of  coal  about  t«  o  dollars  over  and  above  the   expense 
were  loaded  at  Uondout,  during  the  last  year.  1  of  mining  and  transportation,  thus: 


.g90,000 
157,500 
250,000 

125,000 ; 
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Cost, 
CanaU  and  rail 

roads,  g5,781,394  22 

Coal    lands    in 

use,  1,740,000  00 


Total, 


S7,52],394  22 


Fronts  on  592,  210  tons  ot   coal  at  $2 

per  ton,  gl, 184,420  00 

Excess  of  profits  beyond  the  interest,      $731,126  35 

Again,  it  we  take  the  whole  sum  of  nineteen  millior 


Interest  at  6  per  cent,  extended  boundary.  It  has  evidently  been  drained  by 
I  tlie  Mississippi,  the  St.  Lawrence,  the  Susquehanna  and 
the  Hudson;  and  it  is  a  curious  and  interesting  fact  that 
near  the  northern  termination  of  this  coal  field,  in  Potter 
county,  tiie  head  waters  of  the  Allegheny,  the  Susque- 
hanna, and  the  Genessee  rivers,  flowing  into  the  gulf 
of  Mexico,  the  Chesapeake  and  the  St  Lawrence,  take 
their  rise  in  an  area  or  space  of  about  five  miles. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Susquehanna  and  its  tribu- 
taries, and  Will's  creek  emptying  into  the  Potomac,  all 
the  streams  rising  in  llie  coal  field,  west  of  the  mountain, 
flow  into  the  lakes,  or  into  the  Ohio  river,  and  conse- 
quently the  ground  falls  off"  or  recedes  in  the  same  di- 
rection and  becomes  too  low,  as  it  is  generally  suppo- 


seven    hundred  and    fifty  thousand,  nine  hundred  and  |  sed,  to  contain  the  coal  measures.     Its'  northern  termi 
twenty-seven  dollars,  including  the  cost  of   portions  of  j  nation  or  boundary,  may  be  traced  fn.m  the  head  wateis 


the  state  improvements,  and  the  value  of  the  to 
interest  at  sis  per  cent  will  amoiint  to  the  sum  of 

81,186,573  02 
D  educt  profits  on  592, 2 . 0  tons  of  coal       1 , 1 84, 420  00 

Deficiency  to   pay   the   interest  on  the 
whole  sum  invested  only  g2,153  02 

THE  BITUMINOUS  COAL  FIELD  OF  PENNSYL- 
VANIA. 

Nature,  in  the  disposition  of  her  bounties,  seems  to 
have  bestowed  upon  Pennsylvania  more  than  a  due 
proportion  of  the  treasures  of  the  mineral  kingdom. 
Great  and  valuable  as  ai  e  her  anthracite  deposits,  and 
rich  and  abundant  as  are  her  mines  of  iron  ore  and  other 
minerals,  her  bituminous  coal  region  is  still  more  exten- 
sive and  inexhaustible. 

I  he  great  secondary  deposit,  extending  as  it  is  gener- 
ally bel'eved  from  the  Hudson  to  the  Mississippi,  and  to 
the  Itocky  mountains,  is  in  Pennsylvania  limited  by  the 
Allegheny  mountain,  which  appears  to  form  the  barrier 
or  dividing  line  between  the  anthracite  and  bituminous 
coal  beds,  or  between  the  transition  and  secondary  for- 
mations. 'I  he  union  or  junction  of  these  formations 
is  plainly  and  distinctively  marked  in  the  ends  of  the 
moun'ain  where  the  west  branch  of  the  Susquehanna 
breaks  through  it,  above  Bald  Eagle,  the  latter  resting 
against  the  former,  and  forming  the  basin  in  which  the 
bituminous  coal,  in  regular  and  successive  strata  is  de- 
posited. This  coal  fitild  is,  therefore,  confined  to  the 
wist  side  of  the  Allegheny,  and  is  supposed  to  extend 
to  the  centre  of  the  mountain.  In  the  south-east  corner 
of  Somerset  county,  in  Southampton  township,  and  in 
the  western  parts  of  Bedford  and  Huntingdon  counties, 
il  woidd  appear  to  extend  to  the  south-east  of  what  is 
there  called  the  Allegheny,  and  occurs  in  great  abun- 
dance on  Will's  creek,  Jenning's  creek,  Gladwin's  run, 
8cc.  emptying  into  the  Potomac.  The  chain  of  moun- 
tains called  the  Allegheny, above  Bedford,  is  very  wide, 
and  large  mountains  diverge  from  it;  and  although  the 
mountain  running  through  Somerset,  and  dividing  the 
waters  of  Youghiogheny  and  Conemaugh  from  those  of 
the  Potomac,  may  be  the  largest,  it  seems  most  proba- 
ble thtt  Wilis  or  Evetl's  or  possibly  Sideling  mountain, 
there  forms  the  boundary  of  this  deposit,  and  upon  ex- 
amination will  be  found  to  exhibit  a  continuation  of  the 
same  characteristic  feature  between  the  secondary  and 
transition  formations. 

The  bituminous  coal  beds  vary  from  one  foot  to 
twelve  feet  in  thickness,  but  rarely  exceed  six  feet. 
'I'hey  lie  in  nearly  horizontal  strata,  with  about  suflicient 
dip  to  free  the  mines  from  water.  Some  hills  contain 
three  and  four  beds,  with  alternate  layers  of  earth  and 
slate,  and  rest  between  a  fiim  and  smooth  slale  roof  and 
floor.  Faulh  ur  troubles  are  seldom  met  with,  and  in 
this  they  differ  from  the  anthracite,  and  go  far  to  con- 
firm the  opinion,  tli.t  all  this  vast  extent  of  secondary 
rocks  was  once  the  bottom  of  a  great  lake  or  sea,  and 
that  it  suffered  little  if  any  interruption  from  the  gradu- 
al discharge  of  its  waters  through  its  distant  and  widely 


of  I'owanda  creek,  in  Bradford  county,  thence  across 
the  high  lands  or  dividing  waters  of  Tioga,  Potter, 
M'Kean,  Warren,  Venango,  &c.  to  the  Ohio  state  line. 
The  Tioga  river  and  its  tributaries  penetrate  the  coal 
field  in  the  vicinity  of  Blossbnrg  and  Wellsborough,  in 
Tioga  county.  A  recent  and  interesting  mineralogical 
report  upon  this  region  has  been  made  by  B.  C.  Taylor, 
a  practical  engineer  and  geologist,  for  the  Blossburg 
rail  road  company,  in  which  it  is  satisfactorily  shown 
that  the  coal  nms  out  as  the  streams  decline  to  the 
north.  "  There  would  need  (says  the  report)  a  total 
height  of  mountain  of  five  thousand,  one  hundred  and 
twenty  five  f(  et  at  the  state  line,  between  New  York 
and  Pennsylvania  to  contain  the  coal  measures;  where- 
as, the  hills  I  here,  are  probably  below  six  hundred  feet 
altitude.  This  calculation  is  entered  into  with  a  view  of 
sliowing  the  futility  of  the  expectation,  not  uncommon- 
ly expressed,  of  tracing  these  coal  beds  in  a  northerly 
direction  beyond  the  limits  at  which  they  are  at  present 
discoverable." 

This  field,  being  bounded  on  the  south  by  the  Alle- 
gheny mountain,  extending  into  the  state  of  Virginia, 
and  westward,  coal  may  be  said  to  be  present,  to  a 
greater  or  less  extent  in  all  the  western  counties,  with 
the  exception  of  the  county  of  Erie,  in  which  it  has  not 
yet  been  discovered.  The  counties  of  Bradford,  Lycom- 
ing, Tioga,  Potter,  M'Kean,  Warren,  Crawford,  Bedford, 
Huntingdon,  and  Centre,  lie  partly  in,  and  partly  out  of 
the  coal  field.  The  counties  of  Allegheny,  Armstrong, 
Beaver,  Butler,  Cambria,  Clearfield,  Fayette,  Greene, 
Indiana,  Jefferson,  Mercer,  Somerset,  Venango,  Wash- 
ington, and  Westmoreland  are  wholly  within  its  range, 
and  embrace  together  an  area  of  about  twenty-one  thou- 
sand squ^-e  miles,  or  thirteen  millions,  four  hundred  and 
forty  thousand  acres. 

The  west  branch  of  the  Susquehanna,  taking  its  rise 
in  Cambria  and  Jefferson  counties,  passes  through  the 
heart  ofthe  rich  coal  deposits  of  Clearfield  county,  and 
breaks  through  the  Allegheny  mountain  above  the  mouth 
of  Bald  Eag'e,  thus  affording  an  outlet  to  the  eastern 
markets  for  the  coal  of  that  region.  It  is  navigable  for 
arks  from  the  Cherry  tree,  or  mouth  of  Chest  creek,  in 
Clearfield  county,  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  miles 
above  the  present  termination  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal, 
at  Dunnstown.  Pine  creek,  and  Lycoming  creek,  have 
also  their  source  in  the  coal  field,  and  afford  outlets  fop 
the  coal  to  the  Susquehanna;  and  to  these  three  points 
we  must  look,  mainly,  for  our  eastern  supplies  of  bitu- 
minous coal. 

From  ihe  first  settlement  of  Clearfield  county  to  the 
present  time,  coal  has  been  brought  down  the  Susque- 
hanna in  arks,  and  sold  in  small  quantities  at  the  differ- 
ent towns  on  the  river,  in  Lycoming,  Northumberland, 
Union,  Dauph  n,  Cumberland,  York,  and  Lancaster 
counties,  for  the  supply  of  the  blacksmiths  who  have 
always  preferred  it,  for  most  purposes,  to  charcoal.  The 
late  Samuel  Boyd  of  Lancaster,  now  deceased,  was 
among  the  first  who  conceived  the  idea  of  furnishing 
this  coal  to  the  eastern  market,  and  as  early  as  the  1st 
November,  1785,  took  up  and  patented  in  the  then 
new  purchase  from  the  Indians,  a  tract  of  land  on  the 
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margin  of  the  river,  about  three  miles  above  Chinclecle- 
moose,  now  Clearfield  town.  There  is  a  hill  or  steep 
precipice  on  this  Inid,  jutting  into  the  river,  conlainint,"- 
several  successive  strata  of  co;il,  which  can  be  shovelled 
out  of  tlie  mines  into  the  ark.  This  may  also  be  chine  in 
many  other  places  along  the  river.  His  son,  M'illiam 
Boyd,  Esqr.  at  present  a  member  of  the  Senate,  from 
the  city,  in  the  adventurous  enterprise  of  youth,  in  the 
year  1803,  visited  the  spot,  and  procured  an  ark  load  of 
the  coal  to  be  sent  in  the  spring  of  1804,  by  the  river  to 
Columbia,  a  distance  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  miles. 
This  was  the  first  ark  load  of  coal  that  passed  through 
the  Conewago  falls  to  Columbia.  The  committee  have 
been  favored  with  an  interesting  letter  upon  this  subject 
from  Mr  Boyd,  ("vide  appendix,  No.  23.]  About  the 
same  time  a  Mr.  John  Jordan,  of  Clearfield,  sent  down 
an  ark  load  of  coal,  taken  from  abed  forming  the  pave- 
ment or  bottom  of  the  river,  about  a  mile  above  Clear- 
field town.  From  that  time  to  the  present  the  business 
has  been  followed  by  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  Clear- 
field as  a  means  of  subsistence.  The  building  of  arks 
and  mining  of  coal,  occupy  them  duringthe  winter  sea- 
sons, and  the  product  of  their  labor  is  flo.ited  to  market 
by  the  spring  freshets.  At  that  lime  coal  was  mined 
by  uncovering  or  stripping,  as  it  was  generally  termed, 
which  process  was  performed  by  taking  off  the  whole  of 
the  superincumbent  earth,  and  removing  the  roof  from 
the  coal  bed.  At  present,  the  business  is  better  under- 
stood, and  is  performed  by  tunneling,  or  undermining. 
In  1813,  Mrt.^.  Aur/Aous  established  coal  works 
at  the  mouth  of  Little  Mushannon  creek,  and  engaged 
in  the  business  extensively.  In  1828,  he  succeeded  in 
taking  a  quantity  of  coal  to  Philadelphia,  having  con- 
veyed it  to  Port  Deposit  in  an  ark,  and  thence  in  a  sloop 
by  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal.  This  was  the 
first  ark  load  of  bituminous  coal  taken  to  the  city  from  the 


dred  and  thirty  hnnds.  The  number  of  hands  engaged 
in  mining  and  hauling  coal  is  not  given.  The  quantity 
of  coal  consumed  in  tlie  city  for  domestic  or  family  pur- 
poses, and  in  manufactories  in  which  steam  power  is  not 
used,  can  only  be  arrived  at  by  general,  and  of  course 
not  very  accm-ate  computation. 

The  city  of  Pittsburg  and  its  suburbs,  Allrghenytown, 
BirniMigham,  8ic.,  contain  a  population  of  thirty  thou- 
sand souls.  These,  divided  into  families  of  five  persons, 
will  constitute  six  thousand  families  or  dwellings.  Some 
of  these  contain  four,  five,  six,  and  seven  fires  or  grates, 
and  none  less  than  one;  and  it  is  believed  the  average 
is  not  less  than  three.  Each  fire  will  consume  two  hun- 
dred bushels  of  coal  a  year,  which,  by  this  computation, 
will  produce  three  millions  six  hundred  thousand  bush- 
els, as  the  quantity  consumed  by  families.  The  quan- 
tity consumt-d  in  stores,  offices,  public  buildings,  schools, 
shops,  churches,  steam  ferry  boats,  and  by  blacksmiths, 
and  manufactories  not  using  steam  power,  has  been  es- 
timated at  about  two  millions  of  bushels.  This  would 
give  an  aggregate  quantity  of  coal  consumed  annually, 
in  and  adjacent  to  Pittsburg,  of  seven  millions  six  hun- 
dred and  sixty-five  thousand  three  hundred  bushels,  or 
two  hundred  and  fifty-five  thousand  five  hundred  and 
ten  tons.  At  four  cents  per  bushel,  or  one  dollar  and 
twenty  cents  per  ton,  the  price  at  which  it  is  now  de- 
livered in  Pittsburg,  this  would  amount  to  three  hun- 
dred and  six  thousand  five  hundred  and  twelve  dollars. 
The  quantity  of  coal  consumed  in  the  manufacture  of 
salt,  in  the  western  counties,  is  also  very  great.  There 
are,  on  the  Allegheny,  Kiskiminetas,  Connemaugh, 
I  Crooked  creek,  Mahoning,  Sawmill  run.  Brush  creek, 
Sewickly,  Youghiogheny,  and  Monongahela,  about 
ninety  salt  manufacturing  establishments,  and  many  oth- 
ers about  going  into  operation.  These  establishments 
employ  about  six  hundred  hands,   and  produce  yearly 


Susquehanna,  and  was  sold  readily  at  thirty-three  cents  j  about  one  million  of  bushels  of  salt.  Each  establish- 
per  bushel.  Mr.  Karthaus  also  took  a  quantity  of  coal  ment,  with  single  pan,  will  consume  one  hundred  and 
to  Baltimore,  where  its  qualities  were  fully  tested.  Jt  seventy-five  bushels  of  coal,  making  the  whole  amount 
was  foHnd  to  pos'iess  all  the  properties  of  the  best  bitu-  i  consumed  yearly  in  the  manufacture  of  salt  alone,  five 
minous  coal,  producing  the  finest  coke,  as  well  as  hydro-  \  millions  and  ten  bushels. 

gen  gas.  Since  the  opening  of  the  Union  canal,  a  con-  I  It  requires  no  argument  to  prove  that  the  bituminous 
siderable  quantity  of  this  coal  has  found  its  way  to  the  coal  region  must  soon  become,  as  it  now  is  to  a  great 
Schuylkill  and  to  Philadelphia.  extent,  the  seat  of  the   manufactures  of  Pennsylvania; 

Coal  has  been  used  for  fuel  and  manufacturing  pur-  unless,  indeed,  the  coal  or  coke  can  be  transported  to 
poses,  west  of  the  mountain,  from  the  earliest  settlement  :  the  vicinity  of  the  raw  material  as  cheaply  as  the  latter 
of  the  country.  It  is  mined  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  can  be  conveyed  to  the  coal  mines.  In  some  instances 
in  all  the  above  counties,  at  the  rate  of  one  cent  and  two  !  this  may  be  done,  and  in  others  it  cnnnot;  and  therefore 
cents  per  bushel,  and  is  thus  brought  within  the  means    by  these  mutual  reciprocities,   exchanges  and   restric- 


ofall,  and  literally  to  every  man's  door.  It  isalsotrans- 
por  ed  in  considerable  quantities  in  arks  or  flat  bottom 
boats  down  the  Ohio  river  to  Cincinnati,  New  Orleans, 
and  the  intermediate  places,  and  sold  at  twenty  to  thirty 
and  forty  cents  per  bushel.  Abounding  throughout 
all  this  vast  extent  of  territory,  and  freely  used  for  al- 
most every  purpose  requiring  heat  or  caloric,  it  is  im- 
possible to  form  any  thing  like  a  correct  estimate  of  the 
quantity  consumed  yearly  and  sent  to  market.  That  its 
great  abundance  and  cheapness  have  given  birth  to  the 
vast  and  widely  extended  manufiicturing  establishments 
of  the  west,  there  can  be  no  doubt.  Without  coal  they 
could  not  exist.  It  constitutes  the  life-spring  of  western 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  pedestal  of  our  great  manufitctur- 
ing  emporium.  Pittsburg  and  its  environs  contain  the 
number  of  ninety  steam  engines,  for  the  vi.rious  manu- 
factories of  iron,  steel,  glass,  cotton,  woolens,  salt,  brass, 
white  lead,  flour,  oil,  leather,  paper,  edge  tools,  wood 
turning,  steam  apparatus,  &.c.  &C.  These  steam  engines 
according  to  an  authentic  statement  recently  compiled 
and  published  in  the  Pittsburg  Gazette,*  consume 
monthly  one  hundred  and  seventy  two  thou.sand,  one 
hundred  and  fifty-two  bushels  of  co.al,  or  two  millions, 
•iity-five  thousand,  three  hundred  and  six  bushels  a 
year.  These  engines  are  equal  in  power  to  that  of  two 
thousand,  five  hundred  and  ninety-six  horses,  and  em- 
ploy in  the  manufactories  alone,  two  thousand,  one  hun- 

•See  Register  Vol.  xii.  page  314. 


tions,  the  hem  fits  of  trade  are  conferred  upon  the  com- 
munity, and  the  State  must  soon  derive  her  full  share  of 
the  profits  of  the  traffic,  by  revenues  from  her  public 
works.  Coal  cannot  be  hauled  from  Pittsburg  to  Belle- 
fonte,  for  the  manufacture  of  iron,  because  it  is  cheaper 
to  haul  the  blooms  from  Centre  and  Huntingdon  to 
Pittsburg,  where  fuel  is  cheap  and  abundant.  Trade, 
acting  upon  the  principle  of  gravitation,  and  tending, 
like  it,  to  th.  larger  body  or  greater  interest,  will  na- 
turally be  drawn  to  Pittsburg  and  other  parts  of  the 
coal  field.  Greater  facilities  are  afforded  liere  for  car- 
rying on  an  extensive  manufacturing:  business,  than  in 
any  other  section  of  the  country.  This  fact  will  prove 
the  propriety  and  necessity  of  an  early  completion  of 
the  proposed  improvement  to  connect  the  Pennsylvania 
and  Ohio  Canals,  by  which  the  trade  of  the  west  may 
be  drawn  to  our  manufactories,  its  profits  secured,  and 
facilities  afforded  for  supplying  the  raw  material,  and 
of  manufacturing  it  within  our  own  State. 

The  effect  of  the  use  of  coal,  in  the  manufacture  of 
iron,  is  strikingly  illustrated  by  the  facts,  that  in  Eng- 
land, in  the  year  1619,  there  were  three  himdred  furna- 
ces, producing  annually  six  hundred  tons  of  pig-iron 
each,  or  a  total  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  thousand 
tons;  dud  that  owing  to  the  scarcity  and  rapid  diminu- 
tion of  wood,  the  quantity  manufactured  in  1740,  after 
a  period  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  years,  had  de- 
creased to  seventeen  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifly 
tons,  and  the  number  of  furn.iccs  to   fifty-nine.    But, 
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mark  its  succeeding'  history:  In  1752,  the  prccess  of 
coking  bituminous  coul,  which  had  frequently  been  at- 
tempted before,  now  succeeded,  and  cuke  was  gener- 
ally introduced.  In  1788,  there  were  eigUty-six  furna- 
ces, proilucing  sixty-eight  thousand  three  hundred  tons. 
In  1796,  the  quantity  made  was  one  hundred  and  eight 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three  tons:  In  1820, 
four  hundred  thousand  tons;  andiw  1829,  seven  hundred 
thousand  tons. 

Will  not  the  same  causes  produce  the  same  effects  in 
the  United  States.'  The  present  high  price  of  iron,  is 
owing  mainly  to  the  high  price  of  fuel— the  expense 


the  duty  has  been  two  dollars  and  sixteen  cents,and  the 
average  price  about  fourteen  dollars.  For  the  last  twenty 
year.the  average  price  has  been  about  twelve  dollars  and 
fifty  cents.and  therefore  it  has  not  varied  in  proportion  to 
the  Tariff",  nor  does  it  appear  to  have  been  influenced 
by  the  rates  of  duty — for,  in  1821,  when  the  duty  was 
one  dollar  and  eighty  cents,  the  price  of  coal  was  four- 
teen dollars;  and  in  1830,  when  the  duty  was  two  dol- 
lars and  sixteen  cents,  the  price  was  only  eight  dolhirs. 
The  difl^erence  in  price,  it  would  seem,  has  been  pro- 
duced by  other  causes.  From  the  year  1824  to  the 
present  time,  the  duty  has  been  six  cents  a  bushel,  or 
cutting,  charring  and  hauling  wood,  which  in  many  iron  j  one  dollar  and  eighty  cents  a  ton, and  the  average  price 
districts  has  entirely  disappeared.  The  coking  process  |  during  the  same  period,  about  ten  dollars.  If  we  de- 
is  now  understood,  and  our  bituminous  coal  is  quite  as  duct  the  duty,  one  dollar  eighty  cents,  the  cost  would 
susceptible  of  this  operation,  and  produces  as  good  coke  :  be  eight  dollars  and  twenty  cents  per  ton.  Whether 
as  that  of  Great  Britain.     It  is  now  used  to  a  considera-    this  would  be  about  the  actual  cost  of  importing  a  ton 


ble  extent  by  our  iron  manufacturers  in  Centre,  and 
elsewhere.  J  here  is  nothing  to  prevent  us  from  becom- 
ing a  grent  and  powerful  manufacturing  people.  We 
have  all  the  minerals,  all  the  natural  productions,  and 
all  the  varieties  of  soil  and  climate  necessary  to  the  cul- 
tiv.ition  of  the  mechanic  arts,  and  for  the  manufacture 
and  supply  of  the  leading  and  most  essential  articles  of 
consumption. 

This  view  of  the  subject,  leads  the  committee  to  the 
consideration  of  the   question,  whether  the  bituminous 
coal  of  Pennsylvania  can    be  brought  into  general  use 
east  of  the  mountains,  for  manufacturing  purposes,  and    ,. 
transported  to  our  eastern  markets  upon  such  terms  as    k 
to  supersede  the  use  of  foreign   coals,   now   used  to  a    ^-^ 
considerable  extent  on  the  sea-board.     If  this  cannot  be 
done,  then  may  we  yield  to  the  pressing  importunities 
of  some  of  our  sister  States,  for  the  repeal  of  the  duty 
on  foreign  coals,  and   ri  ceive   our  supply  from  foreign 
lands:  and  then, indeed,  must  it  be  admitted.that  Penn- 
sylvania has  constructed   the    Susquehanna   and  West 
Branch  canals,  at  an  expense  of  two  millions  andforly- 
eight  thousand  dollars,  to  little  purpose. 

Memorials  have  again  been  presented  to  Congress,for 
the  repeal  of  the  duty  on  Liverpool  and  Nova  Scotia 
coals.  In  1831,  a  similar  application  was  made,  and  the 
memorialists  then  complained  generally  of  the  scarcity 
of  fuel,  and  its  high  price;  Schuylkill  coal  being,  in  the 
language  of  the  memorials,  "nominally  sold  at  sixteen 
dollars  per  ton,and  other  anthracite  coals  in  proportion; 
and  Liverpool  coal,  which  had  been  usually  sold  at  from  1 
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nine  to  twelve  dollars  per  chaldron,  being  then  with 
difficulty  procured  at  sixteen  to  seventeen  dollars." 
They  now  complain,  not  so  much  on  account  of  the 
high  price  and  scarcity  of  fuel,  as  that  the  city  of  New 
York,  consuming  about  five-sixths  of  all  the  foreign  coal 
imported  into  the  United  States,  is  compelled  to  pay 
five  si-xths  of  the  tax  or  duty  collected;  and  that,  "  on 
account  of  the  high  duty,  the  advantage  of  carrying  on 
the  coal  trade  from  Liverpool  and  Novia  Scotia  is  so  tri- 
fling, as  to  offer  no  encouragement  to  mercantile  men 
to  engage  in  it."  They  added:— "It  Citnnot  be  doubt- 
ed, that  if  this  duty  were  once  removed,  a  iauge  supply 
of  I  his  valuable  comiaodity  would  immediately  be  brought 
into  market,  at  a  heduceii  poice,  which  would  not  on- 
ly enable  those  who  prefer  it  to  the  anthracite  coal  to 
use  it,  but  would  also  bring  the  anthracite  coal  more 
easily  within  the  means  of  the  large  mass  of  consumers, 
thus  benefitting  the  community  at  large,  and  en:ibling 
the  poorest  individual  to  enjoy  the  comfort  of  a  fire- 
side." Nothing  is  said  in  the  memorial,  relative  to  the 
bituminous  coal  ot  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania^norof  the 
injurious  effect  that  this  repeal  would  have  upon  the  in- 
terests as  well  of  those  engaged  in  our  anthracite  coal 
trade,  as  upon  the  exertions  now  in  embryo,  to  bring 
our  bituminous  coal  into  market. 

In  1815,  when  the  duty  on  foreign  coals  was  three 
dolhirs  and  sixty  cents,  tlic  price  in  New  York  was 
twenty-three  dollars  the  chaldron  (thirty-six  bushels. ) 
From  1816  to  1823,  inclu.sive,  during  which  time  the 
duty  was  one  dollar  and  eighty  cents,  the  average  price 
was  about  eleven  dollars.  From  1824  to  the  present  time, 


of  coal  fi-om  Liverpool  or  Nova  Scotia,  if  the  duty  were 
repealed,  the  committee  do  not  possess  the  means  of 
ascertaining.  The  price  heretofore  seems  to  have  been 
governed  almost  entirely  by  the  scarcity  or  the  demand 
for  fuel.  If,  in  1830,  when  sales  were  made  at  eight 
dollars  the  chaldron,  paying  at  the  same  time  a  duty  of 
two  dollars  and  sixteen  cents,  there  was  no  sacrifice,  it 
would  appear  that  the  actual  cost  of  importation  would 
be  only  five  dollars  and  eighty-four  cents.  A  great  por- 
tion of  this  coal  being  brought  in  as  ballast,  and  not 
constituting  a  regular  business,  it  has  not  assumed  a  set- 
tled price,  nor  can  the  actual  expense  be  accurately 
nown.  Judging,  however,  from  the  rates  at  which  it 
now  sold,it  is  manifest  that  an  entire  repeal  of  the  du- 
ty might  very  materially  affect  the  home  trade,  if  not 
paralyze  the  exertions  of  our  citizens  to  introduce  our 
bituminous  coal. 

But,  what  cause  have  the  memorialists  now  to  com- 
pl:iini'  Anthracite  is  now  selling  in  New  York  at  five 
dollars  and  fift}'  cents,  and  five  dollars  per  ton.  Our 
means  for  fiu-nishing  a  supply  adequate  to  any  demand 
are  entirely  ample,  and  it  is  not  at  all  probable  that  the 
price  of  coal,  as  in  1831,  will  ever  again  rise  to  sixteen 
dollars.  There  is  now  in  New  York  not  only  a  suffi- 
cient quantity  to  supply  the  demand,  but  it  is  feared  by 
our  coal  dealers  that  a  large  quantity  will  remain  over. 
It  would  not  therefore  appear  to  be  necessary  to  repeal 
the  tariflf  in  order  to  bring  fuel  "within  the  means  of  the 
labouring  poor."  In  1831,  when  fuel  was  scarce  and 
dear,  and  when  complaints  against  the  tariflT  were  loud- 


est, one  thousand  tons  of  Schuylkill  coal  were  off'ered 
to  the  corporation  of  New  York  at  the  reduced  rate  of 
four  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  ton.  The  Nova  Sco- 
tia mines,  formerly  owned  by  the  Duke  of  York,  have 
passed  into  the  hands  of  a  company,  some  of  whorp  it 
is  said,  reside  in  the  United  States,  and  hence  it  is  be- 
lieved that  this  application  is  rather  prompted  by  a  de- 
sire to  engage  in  the  foreign  trade,  even  at  the  expense 
of  our  native  resources,  than  for  the  purpose  of  procur- 
ing a  cheaper  fuel. 

If,  therefore,  the  actual  expense  of  importing  coal 
from  Sydney  and  Pictou  mines  will  not  exceed  five  dol- 
lars and  eighty-four  cents  per  chaldron,  exclusive  of 
the  duty  of  two  dollars  and  sixteen  cents,  it  is  plain  that 
in  the  present  state  of  our  improvements  we  cannot,  if 
the  duty  be  repealed,  enter  into  competition  with  the 
foreign  coal  in  the  New  York  market.  When  our  in- 
ternal improvements  shall  have  been  fully  completed 
— our  resources  known,  and  sufficient  capital  embark- 
ed to  bring  them  to  light,  they  will  not  require  the  aid 
of  restrictive  or  prohibitory  duties  to  bring  them  into 
general  use.  We  need  fear  no  competition,  but  may 
with  confidence  repose  upon  our  facilities  for  transpor- 
tation— the  industry  of  our  citizens  and  the  superior 
quality  of  our  coal. 

The  west  branch  division  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal 
terminates  above  (he  mouth  of  Bald  F.agle,and  will  when 
completed,  afford  a  continuous  water  communication 
from  the  opening  into  the  coal  field  at  Lick  run  and 
Tangascootack,  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  This  point, 
being  nearest  to  market,  and  immmediately  at  the  head 
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of  canal  navigation,  would  seem  to  present  the  most  fa-1 
vorable  location  for  extensive  operations  in  the  coal  1 
trade.  It  has  already  attracted  tiie  notice  of  gentle- 
men of  enterprise  and  capital  residing  in  Boston  and 
Philadelphia,  to  whom  the  same  state  is  greatly  indebt- 
ed for  their  exertions  to  introduce  this  coal  into  the 
manufacturing  establishments  of  the  east.  A  company 
has  already  been  organized,  under  an  act  of  incorpora- 
tion, and  are  located  near  the  mouth  of  Lick  run,  un- 
der the  name  of  the  Lycoming  Coal  Compa.iy.  They 
have  made  extensive  improvements— mined  and  sent  to 
market  by  the  river,  several  thousand  tons  of  coal,  and 
made  preparations  for  carrying  on  an  extensive  busi- 
ness. The  canal  not  having  been  completed,  they  con- 
structed a  steamboat  for  the  purpose  of  towing  their 
coal  arks  down  and  up  the  river,  between  their  mines 
and  Muncy,  but  were  soon  prevented  from  using  it  by 
the  high  darn  erected  in  the  river  at  Bald  Eagle.  Coal 
was  used  in  this  boat  for  generating  steam,  and  it  was 
found  that  one  ton  was  equal  to  nearly  four  cords  of 
pine  wood.  They  have  now  mined,  and  lying  upon 
the  bank,  waiting  the  completion  of  the  state  improve- 
ments, a  large  quantity  of  coal;  and  have  made  arrange- 1 
ments  for  sending  to  market,  during  the  first  year  after  ' 
the  opening  of  the  canal, from  fifty  to  seventy  five  thou- 
sand tons.  This  amount  will  soon  be  increased  to  one 
hundred  thousand,  which,  passing  as  it  will,  over  the 
entire  extent  of  our  public  works  to  Philadelphia,  will 
pay  to  the  state  in  tolls  at  the  rate  of  half  a  cent  a  ton 
per  mile,  upwards  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Another  company,  not  yet  organized,  are  authorized 
by  law  to  construct  a  rail  road  from  the  mines  on  Tan- 
g-iscootack  to  the  canal  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  ri- 
ver, for  the  purpose  of  bringing  down  tlie  coal  of  tliat 
valley.  These  companies  have  mining  piivileges,  but 
as  they  have  no  control  over  the  navigation,  which  be- 
longs to  the  state,  and  will  always  remain  open  to  the 
free  and  equal  use  of  her  citizens,  their  operations  it  is 
believed  cannot  prove  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the 
people,  but  on  the  contrary  will  produce  many  benefiis, 
by  improving  the  country,  and  preparing  the  way  to  fu- 
ture and  more  extensive  operations.  A  company  has 
also  been  incorporated  to  construct  a  rail  road  from  El- 
mira  in  New  York,  to  Williamsport,  Pennsylvania,  by 
the  valley  of  the  Lycoming,  passing  through  the  exten- 
sive coal  deposits  on  the  head  waters  of  this  creek,  up- 
on which  also  abound  large  quantities  ofargilaceous  iron 
ore.  This  road  will  form  an  important  connecting  link 
between  the  improvements  of  Pennsylvania  and  New 
York,  besides  fuinishing  facilities  for  transporting  coal 
to  the  canals.  The  Tioga  rail  road  will  connect  the  bi- 
tuminous coal  field  near  Blossburg,  in  Tioga  county, 
with  the  Chemung  and  Erie  canals, and  afford  an  outlet 
as  well  for  the  iron  of  that  valley,  as  coal  to  supply  the 
salt  works  and  other  manufactories  In  the  state  of  New 
York.  The  demand  for  this  coal  is  rapidly  increasing, 
and  this  company  may  enter  the  great  northern  market 
without  either  fear  of  competition  at  home, or  of  the  re- 
duction of  the  Tariff. 

Another  avenue  will  be  opened  from  the  bituminous 
coal  field,  by  the  Philipsburg  and  Juniata  rail  road,  de- 
signed to  cross  the  Allegheny  mountain,  and  to  inter- 
sect the  Pennsylvania  canal  at  Petersburg,  in  Hunting  j 
don  county — distance  from  Philipsburg  twenty-eight! 
miles.  The  route  has  been  examined  by  a  competent! 
engineer — reported  to  be  practicable — the  stock  sub- 
scribed, and  the  work,  it  is  expected  will  soon  be  plac- 
ed under  contract.  This  road,  crossing  the  Allegheny 
mountain,  hitherto  considered  an  almost  insurmounta-  ' 
ble  barrier,  interdicting  to  a  gre.it  extent  the  trade  of 
the  east  and  west,  will  furnish  the  means  of  supplying  ' 
the  extensive  iron  works  on  the  Juniata  with  fuel,  as 
well  as  the  more  eastern  markets,  and  also  for  the  t 
transportation  of  merchandise,  to  many  of  the  north- 
western counties.  The  committee  h.ive  been  favored  , 
with  the  perusal  of  the  first  report  of  the  president  to 
the  stockholders,  fram  which  they  have  taken  some  in- 1 


teresting  extracts,  relative  to  the  use  and  general  advan- 
tages of  bituminous  coal.      [Vide  appendix  No.  24.] 

1  hen, at  what  price  per  ton, can  our  bituminous  coal, 
by  these  different  communications,  when  completed, be 
taken  to  Philadelphia.'  The  answer  will  determine 
whether  we  can  successfully  compete  with  the  import- 
ers of  foreign  coal,  and  whether  the  present  duty  might 
with  propriety  be  repealed. 

As  the  Pennsylvania  canal  tepmin.tts  at  Dunnstown, 
and  there  enters  the  threshold  or  opening  into  the  coal  re- 
gion,it  is  conceived  that  this  is  the  point  from  which  the 
estimates  may  be  fairly  made,  for  the  coal  of  the  Susque- 
hanna; because  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  such  facilities 
will  be  afforded  by  improving  the  river  above  by  slack- 
water  navigation  or  otherwise,  as  will  give  to  the  vast 
mineral  resources  of  Clearfield  county  equal  accommo- 
dations,and  enable  them  to  enter  the  canal  at  this  place 
upon  equal  terms.  'I  he  committee  have  obtained  va- 
rious estimates  from  those  acquainted  with  the  business, 
and  inserted  in  the  appendix,  from  which  it  would  ap- 
pear that  coal  may  be  delivered  from  the  Lycoming 
Company's  mines,  at  Philadelphia,  tor  four  dollars  and 
fifty-nine  cents  per  ton,  thus: — 

Cost  of  mining  and  loading  boats  per  ton,  $1  00 

Toll  to  Columbia,  144  miles  at  half  cent  per 

mile,  72 

Transportation  and  freight  per  ton,  1  37 

Toll  on  rail  road  at  the  same  rate,  eighty  miles,  40 

Transportation  and  freight,  1   10 


Total, 


§4  59 


Other  estimates  are  made  by  the  Union  and  Schuyl- 
kill canals,  and  also  by  the  proposed  rail  road  from  Mid- 
dletown  to  Lancaster,  (which  would  be  the  shortest 
route,)  but  are  not  materially  different  from  the  above. 
Mr.  Philips,  president  of  the  Philipsburg  and  Juniata 
Rail  Roal  Company,  estimates  the  cost  from  the  mines, 
by  their  rail  road,  the  Pennsylvania  canal,  the  Union 
and  Schuylkill  canals,  at  four  dollars  and  ninety-seven 
cents  per  ton.  Mr.  Karthaus  estimates  the  cost  of 
"Karthaus  coal"  at  five  dollars  per  ton — others  at  five 
dollars  twenty-five  cents.and  five  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 
If  we  adopt  the  highest  estimate,  and  add  the  expense 
of  shipment  from  Philadelphia  to  New  York,  one  dollar 
per  ton,  the  total  cost  at  the  latter  place  will  be  six  dol- 
lars and  fifty  cents.  The  shipment  to  Boston  will  cost 
one  dollar  and  fifty  cents,making  seven  dollars  per  ton. 
It  is  manifest,  therefore,  that  the  imposition  or  repeal  of 
a  duty  of  one  dollar  and  eighty  cents,  cannot  fail  to  af- 
fect the  trade  very  m.aterially;  and  if  repealed  at  the 
present  time  might  discourage  those  who  are  making 
preparations  to  enter  largely  into  the  business.  Iidand 
navigation  is  free  from  many  difficulties  and  risks  to 
which  that  of  the  Atlantic  is  exposed;  and  it  is  believed 
that  upon  the  completion  of  our  public  works,  SMch  fa- 
cilities will  be  afforded,  by  a  suitable  reduction  of  tolls, 
.IS  to  enable  us  to  deliver  coal  at  Philadelphia  upon  such 
terms  as  to  make  it  the  interest  of  the  consumers  on  the 
sea  board  to  purchase  at  home  rather  than  abroad.  The 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  if  completed  to  Cumber- 
land, in  Maryland,  will  open  an  avenue  through  which 
the  coal  of  Somerset  county  will  find  its  way  to  the 
south.  A  continuation  of  the  Susquehanna  canal  from 
Columbia  to  Port  Deposit  would  place  the  coal  of  Ly- 
coming.Centre,  and  Clearfield,in  the  field  of  open  com- 
petition for  the  southern  market. 

Tlie  quantity  of  foreign  coal  imported  into  the  Unit- 
ed States,during  the  last  year  was  eighty  four  thousand 
one  himdred  and  forty  four  tons,which, if  supplied  from 
our  own  mines,  would  have  distributed  more  than  half  a 
million  of  dollars  among  our  own  citizens,  and  paid  in 
tolls  to  the  state,  not  less  than  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars.  The  amount  of  importation  is  no  doubt  greatly 
limited  by  the  protective  duty. 

The  committee  having  thus  brought  into  view  such 
facts  as   in  their  judgment  domonstrate  our  ability  to 
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supply  any  demand  for  bituminous  coal,  either  in  the 
United  Stales  or  elsewhere,  will  not  swell  their  report 
by  comment.  Believing'  that  tiie  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, and  particul  irly  those  of  Pennsylvania  would  be 
injured  by  throwing'  open  our  pnris  to  the  free  ingress 
of  foreign  coal,  they  respecii'ully  recommend  to  \Ue 
Senate  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  already  offered 
by  their  chairman,  and  submit  the  question  with  entire 
confidence  to  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of  the  national 
Legislature. 

Extent  of  Coal  Lands  in  Pennfylvania. 
Square  miles.  Acres. 

Bituminous,     21,000         or       13,440,000 
Anthracite,  975         "  624,000 

Having  thus  hastily  sketched  the  past  and  present 
h  story  of  the  coal  trade  and  its  incidents,  the  commit- 
tee may  be  indulged  in  a  remark  upon  the  future. 

Die  average  incrt-ase  of  consumption,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  antliri.cite  coal  trade  in  1820,  has 
been  a  fraction  more  than  thirty-three  per  ctnt,  or  an 
increase  of  one-third  yearly.  There  is  every  reason  to 
believe  that  the  increase  for  the  ensuing  ten  years  will 
be  in  the  same  ratio.  Coal  is  even  yet  used  by  compar- 
atively a  small  portion  of  our  population.  'I  he  value 
of  fuel,  including  wood  and  coal, required  for  consump- 
tion in  the  cities  of  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  in  the 
year  1830  and  1833,  was  as  follows: 

New  York  city.  I  Philadelphia  city 
I      and  county. 
Tn  1830— 
Average  value  of  wood 

of  all  kinds,  §493,085  86  ^612,102  13 

Coal  anthracite  and  bi- 
tuminous and  char* 
coal,  321,731  86  308,400  00 


1833— 
Wood  of  all  kinds, 
Coul  of  all  kinds. 


,817  72 


631,250  00 
496,180  15 


,502  i; 


741,321  18 
404,401  00 


gl, 127,430  15       gl, 145,722    18 

The  annual  consumption  of  wood  in  the  two  cities 
amounts  in  value,  therefore,  to  one  million,  three  hun- 
dred and  seventy-two  thousand  five  hundred  and  seven- 
ty-one dollars  and  eighteen  cents.  And  it  is  a  little  sin- 
gular that,  notwithstanding  the  consumption  of  coal  has 
greatly  increased,  there  has  been  no  diminution  in  the 
consumption  of  wood.  The  consumption  of  the  former 
has,  perhaps,  about  kept  pace  with  the  increase  of  po- 
pulation. In  time,  however,  wood  must  give  place  in 
a  great  measure  to  coal  as  an  article  of  fuel;  and  if  now 
used  alone,  there  would  be  a  demand  in  these  two  ci- 
ties for  an  addtional  quantiiy  of  about  three  hundred 
thousind  tons. 

The  population  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadel- 
phia in  1830,  was  one  hundred  and  eighty  eight  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven  souls,  and  may 
now  be  estimated  with  safety  at  two  hundred  thousand. 
Dividing  the  cost  of  fuel  (one  million  one  hundred  and 
forty-five  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty  two  dol- 
lars,)  by  the  population,  (two  hundred  thousand,)  we 
have  the  average  cost  of  fuel  for  each  inhabitant,  _/Zt)e 
dollars  and  sevenly-lwu  cents.  If  coal  were  to  supersede 
entirely  the  use  of  wood,  this  population  would  save  an- 
nually about  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

If  the  annual  consumption  of  coal  for  the  ensuing  ten 
years  should  be  in  the  same  ratio  as  that  of  tlie  ten  years 
past,  the  increase  will  be  as  follows: 

1833  592,210  tons  at  $5  per  ton  §2,961,050 

1834  789,613  do  3,948,065 

1835  1,052,280  do  5,261,100 

1836  1,403,040  do  7,015,200 

1837  1,870,713  do  9,353,555 


1838  2,494,284  tons  at  $5  per  ton  12,471,420 

1839  3,325,712  do  16,628,560 

1840  4,434,282  do  22,171,410 

1841  5,912,376  do  29,561,830 
1H42  7,883,168  do  39,415,840 
1843         10,510,890                 do                       52,554,450 

Let  us  suppose  that  the   reality   shall  be    found   to 
amount  to  only  half  of  the  above  quantity,   we  shall  still 
have  an  annual  trade,  in  1843,  of  the  value  of  twenty- 
six  milli'jns,  two  hundred  and  seventy-seven  thousand,  tuo 
hundred  and  twenty  Jive  dollars.     Who  can  contemplate 
the  influence  of  a  trade  of  such  magnitude,  or  set  bounds 
to  our  march  of  prosperity  and   greatness?     The  coal 
business  at  present  constitutes  by  ti.r  the  largest  portion 
of  the  coasting  trade  of  Great  Britain.   Upon  the  resour- 
ces of  Pennsylvania  will  in  a  few  years  be  found  to  de- 
I  pend  in  a  great  measure  not  only  the  manufactures,  but 
{  the  commerce  of  the  Union;  and  if  ever  that  unhappy 
I  day  should  arrive  when  this  Union  shall  be  severed  into 
j  fragments,  (which  may  Providence  in  his  wisdom  avert,) 
;  Pennsylvania   will  have  less  cause  than  any  other  state 
;  to  dread  the  separat-on;  for,  r<-lying  not  alone  upon  her 
j  reserved  rights,  hut  her  native  resources — and  looking 
back  upon  her  firm  and  devoted  attachment  to   the  in- 
stitutions of  the  country,  the  patriotism  and  wisdom  of 
j  her  statesmen,  and  the  policy  of  her  laws;  she  will  have 
it  in  her  power  to  exact  tribute  from  all  the  other  states 
or  empires,  and  even  from  other  portions  of  the  world, 
for  the  treasures  of  her  mines. 

It  only  remains  for  the  committee,  in  the  language  of 
the  resolution  referred  to  them,  to  speak  of  "  the  effect 
of  incorporated  companies,  having  mining  and  trading 
privileges,  on  the  progress  of  the  business,  and  the  Tm- 
provement  and  prosperity  of  the  country."  These  may 
readily  be  discovered  by  an  examination  of  the  facts 
contained  in  this  report.  That  they  have  generally  been 
beneficial,  is  obvious.  They  have  been  mainly  instru- 
mental in  introducing  the  use  of  anthracite  coal;  and  in 
the  "  progress  of  the  business,"  they  have  contributed 
largely  to  furnish  a  constant  and  regular  supply,  by 
which  the  demand  for  coal  has  been  increased,  and  the 
community  accommodated  at  a  fair  and  reasonable 
price. 

With  the  exception  of  the  grants  to  the  Delaware  and 
North  America  coal  companies,  made  by  the  last  Leg- 
islature, under  peculiar  circumstances, mining  privileges 
have  never  been  granted  where  mining  alone  was  the 
object  of  the  association,  but  for  considerations  of  a 
secondary  nature,  and  as  inducements  to  companies  to 
accomplish  what  have  been  regarded  as  greater  public 
objects.  Neither  the  Lehigh  navigation,  by  which  coal 
was  first  introduced  into  Philadelphia,  nor  the  Delaware 
and  Hudson  canal  and  rail  road,  would  have  been  made 
without  this  inducement;  and  it  must  be  admitted  that 
the  ''improvement  and  prosperity  of  the  country"  have 
been  thereby  greatly  promoted,  and  to  a  much  greater 
extent  than  if  they  never  had  been  made.  It  does  not 
follow,  however,  that  if  these  improvements  had  been 
made,  without  those  privileges,  and  as  great  public 
highways  for  the  general  accommodation  ot  the  country 
they  would  not  have  been  more  useful,  and  more  con- 
ducive to  the  public  weal. 

The  principle  upon  which  corporate  powers  are 
conferred  appear  to  be  well  known,  and  the  policy  of 
llie  Legislature  to  have  been  long  established'  They 
have  been  conferred  when  deemed  necess.ary  to  pro- 
mote objects  of  a  public  nature,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
developing  new  and  untried  enterprises  which  may  be 
supposed  in  their  results  to  confer  public  benefits,  but 
never  where  the  object  is  exclusively  private,  and 
where  individual  means  can  be  more  appropriately  ap- 
plied. In  1806,  application  w;is  made  to  the  Legisla- 
ture by  the  "  Pittsburg  Carpenter's  Society,"  for  an 
act  of  incorporation.  The  petition  was  referred  to  a 
committee  of  wliich  Mr.  Lacock  was  chairman,  and 
wliose  report  unfavorable  to  the  object  was  adopted 
by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
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It  was  then  declared  by  the  Leg'islature,  that  "  what- 
ever might  tend  in  the  remotest  degree,  to  establish 
preferences  among  any  class  of  citizens  engaged  in  any 
art,  trade,  or  manufacture,  or  to  destroy  a  just  compe- 
tition; or  which  in  any  shape,  might  encour.ige  tile 
least  kind  of  monopoly,  should  be  carefully  avoided  in 
a  republican  government,  having  for  one  of  iis  great 
leading  principles,  that  of  an  equality  of  rights." 

There  is  at  this  day  no  greater  necessity  for  confer- 
ring corporate  powers  upon  a  class  of  men  to  mine 
coal,  tlian  there  was  at  tiiat  day  to  enable  a  society  of 
carpenters  to  plane  boards,  or  of  farmers  to  plough 
their  lands.  Canals  and  rail-roads  are  now  completed 
to  a  sufficient  extent,  particularly  in  the  first  coal  field, 
for  present  purposes,  and  every  man  of  sufficient 
means  to  purchase  a  tract  of  coal  land,  may  engage  in 
the  business  and  prosecute  it  with  ample  success,  re- 
g'ardless  alike  of  risk  and  uncertainty  as  of  corporate 
privileges.  The  business  c;tn  now  be  brought  entirely 
within  the  control  of  individual  means,  and  individual 
enterprise.  A  large  number  of  mines  are  worked  by 
tenants,  who  send  to  market  yearly  from  two  to  six 
thousand  tons  of  coal,  and  employ  a  capital  of  less  than 
fifteen  hundred  dollars.  A  "  respectable  colliery  esta- 
blishment," including  the  price  of  a  coal  tract  of  land, 
has  been  estimated  at  about  ten  thousand  dollars 
Coal  land,  $3  500 

Opening  mines,  wagons,  5t.c,  3,000 

Boats,  '  2,500 

Working  capital,  1,000 


Total, 


$10,000 


Slines  are  now  extensivelv  opened,  and  the  many  dif- 
ficulties and  expenses  incident  to  the  business  are  over- 
come. All  the  coal  dealers  agree,  that  with  the  mines 
now  opened  and  improvements  made,  double  the  quan- 
tity of  coal  could  have  been  sent  to  market  during  the 
last  year,  had  there  been  a  demand  for  it. 

But  notwithstanding  individual  means  may  be  ade- 
quate to  prosecute  the  coal  trade,  without  charters  of 
incorporation,  it  may  be  well'doubted  whether,  if  the 
demand  for  coal  continue  to  increase  in  the  same  ratio 
for  the  next  ten  years,  attempts  may  not  be  made  here, 
as  in  England,  to  monopolize  the  business — and  whe- 
ther here  as  there,  it  may  not  ultimately  pass  into  the 
hands  of  rich  capitalists.  A  large  business  will  of 
course  require  a  large  capital;  and  if,  in  the  pursuit  of 
honest  industry  one  class  of  citizens  should  become 
wealthy  and  amass  large  fortunes  we  cannot  and 
ought  not  to  deprive  them  of  the  advantages  of  their 
wealth;  but  the  Legislature  may  and  ought  to  prevent 
them  from  uniting  with  these  advantages  artificial 
powers  and  distinctions  wl'.ich  may,  if  improperly  ex- 
ercised, make  "  the  rich  richer,  and  the  poor  poorer." 
The  more  diffused  and  widely  spread  are  the  opera- 
tions, the  greater  will  be  the  advantages  to  the  public, 
and  the  less  the  liability  to  a  consolidation  or  monopoly 
of  trade;  and  if  ever  this  spirit  should  manifest  itself  by 
endeavouring  to  monopolize  coal  lands,  it  may  become 
necessary  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  divisions  of  la- 
bour, and  to  keep  down  monopoly,  for  the  Legislature 
to  authorize  limited  partnerships,  with  limited  cajiital, 
limited  parcels  of  lands,  and  so  restricted  in  other  re 
spects  as  to  promote  the  very  objects  for  which  indivi- 
dual coal  dealers  now  so  laudably  and  legitimately  con- 
tend. That  even  corporations  could  be  erected,  and 
with  these  advantages,  cannot  be  doubled.  A  corpora- 
tion in  law  is  just  what  the  incorporating  act  makes  it. 
It  is  the  creature  of  the  law,  and  may  be  moulded  to 
any  shape  or  for  any  purpose  that  the  Legislatui-e  may 
deem  most  conducive  to  the  general  good.  It  is  hoped, 
however,  that  a  necessity  for  such  acts  may  not  occur; 
nor  should  they  ever  be  conferred  as  a  matter  of  con 
venience  or  for  private  benefit,  but  as  a  matter  of  the 
direst  necessity,  and  for  the  common  good  of  the  com- 
munity. Natural  libeity  and  human  action  should  be 
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no  farther  restrained  by  legislative  enactment  than  is 
consistent  with,  or  inlispensible  to  the  purposes  of 
civil  society  and  republican  government;  and  every 
citizen,  suffering  no  greater  restraints  tlian  it  may  be 
absolutely  necessary  for  him  to  yield  to  these  purposes, 
should  be  allowed  freely  to  pursue  his  own  true  and 
substantial  happiness.  Too  much  leg  slation  is  moi-e 
to  be  dreaded  than  the  entire  want  of  it.  The  maxim 
is  true,  that  "the  world  is  governed  too  much." 

It  has  been  said  that  charters  were  g-anted  to  the 
Delaware  Coal  Company,  and  the  North  American 
Coal  Company,  for  the  term  of  five  years,  by  the  last 
Legislature  under  peculiar  circumstances.  It  was  so 
These  companies  had  obtained  charters  originally  from 
other  states,  and  were  composed  of  citizens  who  were 
among  the  first  to  enter  the  wilderness  and  the  moun- 
tains of  Schuylkill  county,  and  to  develope  her  mineral 
wealth.  I'hey  were  among  the  pioneers  in  the  busi- 
ness, and  expended  very  large  sums  in  opening  mines 
and  in  the  general  improvement  of  the  country.  They 
have  pursued  the  legitimate  objects  of  their  creation, 
by  yearly  mining  and  sending  to  market  large  quanti- 
ties of  coal.  It  is  not  urged  in  the  answers  of  the  re- 
spectable coal  dealers  of  Schuylkill  coimty  to  the  com- 
mittee, that  their  corporate  privileges  should  now  be 
resumed.  Individual  operators  are  ratlier  opposed  to 
tlie  principle  of  granting  charters,  and  rather  depre- 
cate  the  policy,  than  fear  any  injury  from  the  opera- 
tions of  these  two  companies.  It  is,  therefore,  more 
important  that  the  policy  of  the  Legislature  should  be 
known  and  settled,  than  what  that  particular  policy 
may  be.  Individuals  feel  unsale  in  investing  their  capi- 
tal and  in  embarking  in  a  business  liable  to  fiuctuation, 
and  to  the  caprice  or  legislation. 

Under  these  circumstances,  application  was  made  to 
the  Legislature  to  escheat  to  t!ie  Commonwealth,  under 
the  statutes  of  mortmain,  the  lands  of  these  companies, 
and  to  compel  them  to  discontinue  operations  under 
their  foreign  charters.  These  measures  were  deemed 
too  hai'sh;  and  considering  the  many  benetits  conferred 
upon  the  public  by  these  companies,  or  rather  by  the 
individuals  composing  them,  the  Legislature  gave  them 
a  charter  for  five  years,  reserving  the  right  at  any  time 
to  res  I  me  the  grant.  The  committee,  after  a  full  con- 
sider.ition  of  the  case,  have  no  reason  to  question  the 
propriety  of  these  grants,nor  to  urge  their  resumption. 
They  are  now  actively  and  usefully  en;<aged  in  the 
mining  and  transportation  of  coal.  They  possess  no 
undue  control  over  rail  roads  or  canals,  nor  powers  of 
exclusion.  They  are  carefully  restricted  in  their  char- 
ters as  to  quantity  of  land,  and  the  extent  of  their  du- 
ration; and  so  long  as  they  pursue  the  line  of  open  and 
honorable  competition,  and  hon.'stly  continue  to  rely 
upon  the  mining  of  coal  to  remunerate  their  stockhold- 
ers, there  would  seem  to  exist  little  cause  of  complaint 
on  the  part  of  their  individual  competitors.  If,  how- 
ever, they  shall  be  found  in  the  progress  of  their  ope- 
rations, to  engage  in  any  thing  foreign  to  the  purposes 
of  their  creation,  or  in  any  measures  calculated  to  re- 
tard the  public  prosperity  or  to  cripple  individual  en- 
terprise, this  would  present  a  proper  case  for  the  in- 
terposition of  the  Legislature.  So  lon^  as  no  charge  of 
impropriety,  or  of  injiu'ious  tendency  to  the  public  is 
preferred  ag.ainst  them,  it  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  be  unwise  in  the  Legislature,  and  not  de- 
sired by  the  intelligent  citizens  of  Schuylkill  county,  at 
present,  to  resume  their  privileges  and  destroy  their 
operations.  They  have  yet  four  years  to  prosecute 
their  business,  in  their  corporate  capacities,  and  to 
close  their  concerns.  Their  charters  will  then  expire, 
and  the  individuals  composing  the  companies  be  placed 
in  possession  of  their  la.  ds,  and  be  allowed  either  to 
discontinue  or  pursue  the  business' upon  equal  grounds 
with  other  operators. 

1  he  grand  evil,  in  relation  to  the  incorporation  of 
companies,  T'pd  against  which  the  committee  would 
most  earnestly  protest,  is  in  giving  them,  in  addition  to 
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their  mining-  privileges,  Uie  control  of  a  canal  or  rail 
road,  wi  h  power  to  lock  up  at  pleasure  llie  resources 
of  a  whole  va'ley  or  community.  To  this  source  may 
be  traced  many  of  the  evils  complained  of  by  the  pub 
lie;  and  it  is  hoped,  as  at  this  day  such  inducements 
cannot  be  considered  necessary  to  the  construction  of 
public  improvements,  they  muy  in  future  be  guarded 
against  by  the  Legislature.  For  mining  purposes  alone, 
such  powers  would  at  present  set-m  to  be  entirely  un- 
necessary, unless  in  the  cases  already  adverted  to. 
Should  they  ever  hereafter,  under  change  of  circum- 
stances, be  deemed  necessary, the  Legislature  will  then 
be  competent  to  determine  the  question.  Until  that 
exigency  arrive,  it  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  com-  i 
niittee,  be  the  surest  and  safest  policy  to  allow  the  bu-  | 
siness  to  remain  open  to  the  free  and  untrammelled  ex-  ' 
ercise  of  individual  enterprise,  and  individual  control. 

The  committee,  therefore,  having  extended  this  re- 
port to  a  greater  length,  they  fear,  than  may  be  accep- 
table to  the  Senate,  will  not  stop  to  comment  upon  the 
many  other  points  which  the  case  would  seem  to  pre- 
sent, nor  to  anal)ze,  more  in  detail,  the  facts  commu- 
nicated by  the  coal  dealers  of  the  different  districts. 
They  conclude  by  expressing  the  opinion,  that,  with 
the  excepticn  of  the  measures  already  recommended, 
there  is  at  present  no  "  further  Legislative  provision 
necessary  to  protect,  facilitate  and  encourage  the  coal 
tiade." 


Statement  of  the  quantity  of  Anthracite  Coal  shipped 
down  the  Schuylkill,  in  each  year,  from  the  opening 
of  the  navigation,  in  the  year  1825,  to  1833,  inclu- 
sive—Showing 


Statement  shewing  the  respective  quantities  of  Lehigh, 
Schuylkill  and  Lackawanna  (Anthracite)  coal  mined 
and  brought  to  market  in  each  year,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  that  business  in  the  year  1820,  to  the 
year  1833,  inclusive,  with  an  estimate  of  the  whole 
quantity  consumed,  and  the  surplus  remaining  on 
hand  in  the  different  coal  markets  (at  the  water,)  on 
lit  April  in  eacit  year;  ako  the  quantity  of  foreign 
(bituminous)  coal,  imported  into  and  exported  from 
the  United  States,  in  each  year,  ending  on  the  30/A 
September,  from  18  H  to  1833,  inclusive,  showing  the 
balance  left  for  consumption  in  the  United  Statesj 
reduced  into  tons  of  30  bushels  each. 
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!  Under  50  tons. 


I  s; 


!f  ^  S  i  50  to  300  tons. 
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300  to  1000  tons. 
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^  I  1000  to  4000  tons. 
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I  4000  to  10,000  tons. 


I  10,000  to  20, OOP  tons' 
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1  Above  20.000  tons. 
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To  intermediate  places  be- 
tween the  mines  and 
Philadelphia. 
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Total  quantity  shipped. 
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f  For  a  table  of  Foreign  Coal  imported  into  Plula-  | 
delphia  from  1820  to  1830,  see  Reg.  Vol.  vii.  page  i 
400.— Ed.  Reo.  I 


•  This  owing  ( 
-Eo.  Rkg. 


)  the  mild  season  is  probably  150,000. 
(To  be  continued.) 
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From  the  Philadelphia  Gazette. 

•EPORT  to  councils,  on  REMOVAL  OF  THE 

DtPOSITS. 

March  Srth. 
Dit.  Huston,  from  the  special  comtnittee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  effects  of  the  removal  of  the  public  de- 
posiis  from  the  United  Slates  Bank,  on  the  interests  of 
the  city,  made  the  following  report,  accompanied  by  the 
annexed  resolutions. 

"The  Committee  appointed  at  the  last  meeting  of 
Councils,  to  inquire  into  the  effects  of  the  removal  of 
the  public  deposits  from  the  Bank  of  United  States, 
upon  the  interests  of  the  city,  and  whetherany  measurts 
are  nectssary  on  the  part  of  Councils  in  consequence 
thereof,  off"er  the  following  Report: 

The  City  of  Philadelphia  holds  in  her  own  right,  and 
as  trustee  of  the  Girard  Estate,  of  Wills'  Hospital,  and 
several  other  legacies  for  public  tises,  Stocks  and  Real 
Estate  to  a  very  large  amount;  and  hence  is  subject,  in 
her  corporate  resources,  to  all  the  causes  which  operate 
on  general  and  individual  property. 

The  rise  or  fall  of  stock  is  ordinarily  the  result  either 
of  a  contraction  of  the  currency  of  the  country  or  of 
causes  which  directly  affect  their  dividends;  and  what- 
ever .affects  trade  and  commerce  in  a  large  city,  corres- 
pondingly influences  the  value  of  Real  Estate,  and  rents 
rise  or  fall  accordingly.  The  committee  have  therefore 
found  it  not  only  difficult,  but  impossible,  to  separate 
the  interests  of  the  city,  as  a  corporation,  from  that  of 
the  inhabitants  who  compose  its  population;  and  an 
affinity  equally  close  will  be  found  to  exist  between  the 
City  and  the  State,  as  well  as  between  the  State  and  all 
the  other  parts  of  the  Union.  Hence  to  do  full  justice 
to  the  inquiry  which  they  have  been  directed  to  make, 
would  require  that  the  examination  should  extend  to 
the  present  state  of  all  the  arts,  trades,  and  occupations 
of  our  citizens,  and  the  prospective  influence  of  the 
present  condition  of  monetary  operations,  compared 
with  that  which  existed  anterior  to  the  measure  referred 
to  in  the  resolution.  So  broad  afield  of  inquiry,  your 
Committee  apprehend  was  not  contemplated  by  Coun-  i 
cils,  and  they  have  therefore  restricted  themselves  in  a 
great  measure  to  an  inquiry  into  the  immediate  eff"ects 
of  the  removal  of  the  public  deposits  from  the  United 
States  Bank  upon  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  city. 

I'hey  have  felt  themselves  the  less  called  upon  in  fact 
to  take  up  the  broad  subject,  from  the  very  ample  man- 
ner in  which  the  inexpediency  and  impropriety  of  the 
measure  has  been  exposed  in  Congress,  by  tl  e  public 
press,  and  by  our  citizens  in  their  different  town  meet- 
ings. In  truth,  the  very  advocates  of  the  measure,  are  i 
now  compelled  by  the  results,  to  admit  its  baleful  con- 
sequences 

On  ihe  15th  of  the  present  month,  (March,  1834,) 
41,285  shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  states,  were  held  by  Philadelphians;  of  which 
the  city  of  Philadelpl  ia  holds  6,331  shares  devised  to  the 
corporation,  in  trust,  by  the  late  Stephen  Girard.  Of 
the  remainder,  226  females  hold  5298  shares;  5949 
shares  are  held  by  ninety-five  Guardians,  Executors,  and 
Trustees;  and  27  Literary  and  Benevolent  Societies 
hold  in  all  1838  shares— leaving  21, 869  shares  which  are 
held  by  other  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia. 

From  the  depreciation  in  the  price  of  this  stock,  con- 
sequent upon  the  hostile  attitude  assumed  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  it  will  be  perceived  tliat  the 
stroke  of  his  power  has  fallen  with  peculiar  hardship 
and  force  upon  those  of  our  citizens  who  are  least  able 
to  bear  it. 

In  every  age,  and  in  all  countries,  whether  in  peace, 
or  war,  wid'WS,  orphans,  females  and  a^ed  persons,  have 
been  objects  ofrlcmency  and  protection;  .ind  it  is  hu- 
miliating to  find  that  a  like  generous  feeling  has  fiund 
no  place  in  the  breast  of  the  chief  magistr.ite  of  a  great 
and  powerful  nation,  when  meditating  the  ruin  of  an  in- 
stitution of  signal  utility  to  the  country,  and  in  the  capi- 
tal stock  of  which,   many  of  the  most  helpless  part  of 


our  population  have  embarked  their  only  means  of  sup. 
port. 

As  stated  above,  of  the  41,285  shares  held  in  Phila- 
delphia, 6:j31  belong  to  the  (Jirard  Estate.  This  stock, 
when  transferred  to  the  credit  of  the  city,  by  the  Exe- 
cutors of  Stephen  Girard,  on  the  25th  day  of  Jan.  1833, 
was  valued  at  g664,715;  but  at  the  present  time,  15tli 
March,  1834,  is  worth  in  the  market  but  8653,650  75. 
Consequently  the  College  Fund,  to  which  it  was  appro- 
priated, sufft-rs  a  loss  o'f  J5ll,064,25.  T  his  is  but  the 
residt  of  the  removal  of  the  public  depo'-its  from  fh«t 
Bank,  of  which  tliis  stock  constitutes  a  part  of  iis  capi- 
tal. If,  however,  we  go  back  to  the  period  of  the  tes- 
tator's death,  when  the  intentions  of  the  President  were 
not  so  well  understood,  it  will  be  found  that  even  this 
heavy  fall,  constitutes  but  a  small  part  of  the  actual  de- 
preciation. A  far  heavier  loss,  howeve-r,  is  sustained  by 
the  same  fund,  in  the  depreciation  of  various  otherstocks 
purchased  by  the  Executors  with  the  proceeds  of  S. 
Girard's  Bank,  and  transferred  to  the  city,  under  the 
will — as  may  be  seen  in  the  following  table  viz — 
Present 


Cost 
§176,300  city  five 

percent,  loan  ^5201,245 
$1,123,613,82  Pen 

state  5  per  cent 

loan  1,283,941  46 

g265,850  Schuyl- 
kill   Navigation 

5i  per  ct.  loan  276,484 
$9,089  37-100  do. 

do.  5perct.         10,000 
$2,200  shsSchuyl- 

kil    Navigation 

Co.  stock.         264,000 


Value 


Loss 


176,300        24,945  00 


,123,613  82  160,327  64 


190,000      74,000  00 


264.800  27 
Loss  on  U.  S.  Bank  stock— 11,064  25 

Total  loss— 8275,864  52 
Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  in  the  stocks  held  by  the 
city,  belonging  to  the  Girard  Estate  alone,  that  a  loss  i.s 
already  sustained,  in  a  few  short  months  of  "  the  experi- 
ment." of  two  hundred  and  seventy  five  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixty  four  dollars  and  fifty-two  cents. 

During  the  same  period,  the  stocks  held  by  the  city 
sinkintr  fund,  have  fallen  in  an  equal  degree,  as  w  ill  oe 
found  by  the  following  statement. 
8239,500— city  five  per  cents,  have  depre- 
ciated §16,320  50 
|;66,891  56— state  five  per  cents,  do.  8.225  16 
500  shares  Schuylkill  N.ivigation  Co.  do.  11,500  00 
394_do   Schuylkill  Permanent  bridge  stock       394  00 


§36,439  66 


Showing  a  loss  to  the  sinking  fund  of  thirty-six  thou- 
sand four  "hundred  and  thirty-nine  dollars  and  sixty  six 
cents;  which  added  to  the  depreciation  in  the  Girard 
stocks,  makes  the  enormous  loss  to  the  city  of  three 
hundred  and  twelve  thousand  three  hundred  and  four 
dollars  and  eighteen  cents,  in  the  present  state  of  "the 
experiment,"  without  including  'he  other  legacies  refer- 
red to.  This,  however,  large  as  it  undoubtedly  is,  we 
regret  to  say,  constitutes  but  an  exceedingly  sinall  part 
of  the  blighting  influence  of  that  illegal  and  arbitrary 
measure  of  the  Executive  of  our  general  government, 
upon  the  interests  of  Philadelphia.  Wherever  we  cast 
our  eyes,  we  behold  its  destroying  influence.  Like  the 
fatal  sirocco  of  the  east,  it  has  swept  over  Ihe  face  of 
this  beautiful  land,  destroying  commerce,  prostrating 
manufactories,  robbing  agriculture  of  its  just  reward, 
and  every  where  paralyzing  the  hand  tf  industry- 

The  magnificent  chain  of  state  improvements,  to 
which  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  have  contributed  so 
largely,  and  which  if  completed,  woulil  pour  the  vast 
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trade  of  the  west  into  her  lap,  are  not  only  retarded,  but 
almost  wliolly  suspended. 

AVheii  oui-  rail  roads  and  canals  are  arrested  in  tlieir 
progress,  wlien  trade  and  commerce  are  mined,  manu- 
facturcrrs  •.hrown  out  o(  employment,  and  laborers  cast 
pennyless  into  the  streets,  it  is  impossible  to  calculate 
tie  influence  of  a  measure  fiauglil  with  such  results  up- 
on the  interest  of  tlie  city. 

If  this  state  of  things  shall  continue,  and  continue  it 
must,  if  the  voice  of  the  people  shall  not  pievail  over 
the  influences  of  tyranny  and  corruption,  the  time  is  not 
distant  when  the  interests  of  the  city  will  be  seriously 
aff'etted  by  the  reduclion  of  its  rental. 

Besides  the  extensive  wharves  and  store  houses  be- 
longing to  the  corporation,  a  very  large  amount  of  the 
Girard  Estate  consists  in  improved  property,  within  the 
city  and  adjoining  districts;  wliich  must  inevitably  de- 
preciate in  value,  with  the  general  disruption  of  all  re- 
gular and  useful  branches  of  industry.  The  advantages 
which  tenants  of  this  property  possess,  in  the  excellen- 
cy and  location  of  the  buildings,  with  the  certainly  of 
continuing  as  long  as  their  business  and  convenience 
may  permit,  are  circumstances  which  will  resist  the 
pressure  for  a  time,  but  must  ultimately  yield  to  the 
vio/ence  of  the  general  shock. 

In  conclusion  your  committee  respectfully  I'ccommend 
to    Councils  the  adoption   of  a  memorial  to  Congress, 
praying  that  the  deposits  of  the  publicmoney  may  h'  re- 
after  be  made  in  the  United  Statt-s  Bank,  and  the  char- 
ter thereof  renewed,  with  such  modifications  as  experi- 
ence and  the  wisdomof  Congress  may  suggest;  and  that 
a  joint  committee  of   Councils  be  appointed  to  convey 
it   to    Washington,  with  authority   to   take  such  other 
meaBures  as  they  may  deem  it  expedient  in  the  matter. 
H.  M.  HUSTON, 
.lOS.  H.  CHANDLER, 
WM.  M.  MEREDITH, 
RICHARD  PRICE. 

Resolved,  That  a  joint  committee  of  three  members 
of  each  council,  be  appointed  to  proceed  to  the  city  of 
Washington  with  the  memorial  of  these  Councils,  in  re- 
lation to  the  United  States  Bank,  and  that  they  be  in- 
structed to  use  all  proper  means  for  the  furtherance  of 
its  objects. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  adopted,  and  Messrs. 
Huston,  Chandler,  and  Smith,  appointed  on  the  commit- 
tee, to  convey  the  memorial  to  Washington.    In  the  Se- 
lect Council,  Messrs.  Groves,  WetlieriU,  and  Lippincot 
were  appointed  on  the  same  committte. 


NEW     STATE  BANK   PROPOSED. 

The  following  petition  was  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  Banks  on  Tuesday;  that  committee  reported 
against  the  project  on  Wednesday,  and  the  report  was 
immediately  adopted. — Hurrisburgh  Chronicle. 
To  the.  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania in  General  Jissemhly  met. 

The  memorial  and  petition  of  the  subscribers,  citi- 
zens of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  respectful- 
ly represents: 

That  they  are  induced  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania  to  the  subject  of  a 
State  Bank  on  a  large  scale,  not  more  by  the  piesent 
embarrassed  state  ot  the  financial  conceins  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  the  distresses  existing  throughout  the 
community  in  general,  than  from  a  conviction  that  it  is 
in  the  power  of  the  General  Assembly  to  afTord  at  one 
and  the  s;ime  time  relief  from  these,  and  highly  import- 
ant benefits,  present  and  future,  to  the  public  interests 
of  the  State,  and  the  private  welfare  of  its  citizens.  It 
is  not  to  be  doubted,  that  there  exists  throughout  the 
community  much  embarrassment  and  uncertainty  in  re- 
gard to  the  operations  of  the  money  market.  It  is  not 
less  to  be  doubted  that  this  has  arisen  in  a  great  degree 
from  the  approaching  termination  of  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  measures  that  have 
been  pursued  on  account  of  that  circumstance.     Into 


the  nature,  character  or  propriety  of  those  measures  it 
is  not  the  intention  of  your  memorialists  now  to  in- 
quire. It  is  sufficient  that  the  consequences  of  them 
are  known,  and  that  the  evils  must  be  remedied,  from 
whatever  soiuce  the  causes  of  them  proceed.  This  is 
n  ore  imperative  as  a  duty  of  those  who  have  it  in  their 
power,  since  their  is  certainly  little  prospect  of  a  favor- 
able change  during  the  period  of  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Stales  still  unexpired.  It  is  evi- 
dent that  the  directors  of  that  institution  believe  it  to 
be  necessary  or  expedient  for  them  gradually  to  lessen 
its  business,  and  to  commence  or  continue,  "gently 
but  steadily,"  as  they  state,  a  reduction  of  its  loans, 
and  probab'y  of  its  circulation.  Such  an  operation, 
however  wisely  conducted,  cannot  fail  to  produce  a 
corresponding  effect  on  the  money  market,  and  it 
seerr.s  to  be  self  evident,  that  during  its  continuance 
the  present  distress,  unless  prevented  or  lessened  by 
some  counteracting  system,  must  continue. 

But  as  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  there  is  another  mo- 
tive for  the  exercise  of  the  powers  of  the  General  As- 
sembly— the  continuance  and  even  the  preservation  of 
our  great  system  of  internal  improvements.  This  has 
now  become  inseparably  connected  with  the  welfare  of 
the  State  and  its  citizens.  It  has  proceeded  to  an  ex- 
tent which  imperiously  demands  its  completion.  The 
large  sums  alieady  expended  will  otherwise  lave  been  ' 
injudiciously  thrown  away.  Even  the  public  credit  of 
the  State,  always  high,  will  be  endangered;  and  public 
burdens  will  have  to  be  imposed  in  forms  unaccordant 
with  either  the  interests  or  feelings  of  the  people.  To 
prevent  this,  therefore,  is  the  duty  as  it  must  be  the  de- 
sire of  the  Legislature;  and  if  it  be  easily,  promptly, 
legally  and  advisably  done,  your  memorialists  do  not 
doubt  that  the  General  Assembly  will  cheerfully  lend 
its  aid. 

While  your  memorialists  cannot  view  the  mere  pro- 
fit of  the  State  in  offering  sufficient  inducement  for 
establishing  an  institution  such  as  they  propose,  yet 
when  that  end  may  be  fairly  gained  in  effecting  a  great 
object  of  public  policy  it  will  undoubtedly  and  justly 
be  considered  as  an  additional  inducement  towards  car- 
rying it  into  effect.  'I  he  revenue  of  the  State  was 
easily  derived  heretofore,  to  a  considerable  extent,from 
its  investments  in  various  banks — and  the  interest  and 
control  which  it  thus  derived  in  those  institutions  was 
serviceable  to  them,  and  tended  to  prevent  irregulari- 
ties which  are  too  liable  to  exist  or  arise  in  monied  cor- 
porations not  properly  guarded.  It  seems,  therefore,  a 
just  exercise  of  the  powers  of  the  General  Assembly, 
especially  at  the  present  moment,  to  look  with  a  favor- 
able eye  towards  an  establishment,  which  may  be  a 
source  of  emolument,  under  such  control  as  will  pre- 
vent any  injurious  exeriife  of  its  powers.  The  solid 
wealth  and  the  increasing  resources  of  the  State  of 
Penn.sylvania,  will  give  to  her  establishments,  a  weight 
and  confidence  co  extensive  with  the  federal  Union. 
Other  States  might  therefore  be  induced  to  make  surh 
arrangements  with  her  as  to  derive  the  benefit  of  these. 
At  the  same  time  the  mutual  facilities  of  trade  might 
be  increased,  and  uniformly  given  to  the  circulating 
medium  of  commerce  to  an  extent  which  would  prove 
a  great  national  benefit,  without  being  attended  with 
serious  disadvantages  or  objections.  It  is  apparent  that 
some  mode  must  be  resorted  to  for  att'iining  these  ends; 
and  it  is  not  difficult  to  foresee  that  the  most  probable 
mode  would  be  the  creation  of  more  State  banks  with 
small  capitals.  These  might  increase  the  circulation  of 
paper, but  the  aid  thus  given  to  commerce,  would  be  fic- 
titious, and  the  currency  thus  established  would  be  any 
thing  but  sound  and  uniform.  It  would  seem,  therefore, 
the  evident  policy  of  the  Gener.il  Assembly  to  adopt  a 
system  which  would  produce  the  desired  results.and  not 
only  avoid,  but  actually  prevent  these  evils.  And  there 
can  be  no  doubt,  but  that  the  creation  of  an  institution 
such  as  your  memorialists  propose  would  effect  this.  It 
would  give  to  the  community  all  the  aid  of  increased 
capital  and  an  enlarged  circulation,  while  it  would  ex- 
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pressly  exclude  during  the  continuance  of  its  charter, 
ihe  further  creation  of  small  state  banks. 

It  is  on  these  principles  tliat  your  memorialists  found 
their  applicalioii  for  the  immediate  incorporation  of 
"the  State  Rank  of  Pennsylvania,"  '1  hev  propose 
that  the  capital  should  be  ten  millions  of  dollars,  divid- 
ed into  shares  of  fifty  dollars  each,  so  as  to  permit  all 
the  industrious  citizens  of  the  commonwealth  to  partici- 
pate in  its  adv:intages,  and  that  five  dollars  should  be 
paid  on  every  share  at  the  time  of  subscribing.  The 
com.monwealth  itself  should  be  interested  to  one  half 
of  the  amount  of  the  capital,  and  authorized  to  issue 
her  bonds  or  stock  at  thirty  years  for  the  amount  of  the 
subscription  ;  nor  do  your  memorialists  doubt  that  the 
amount  of  these  might  be  realized  in  specie  so  as  to  af- 
ford a  considerable  profit  in  that  part  of  the  transaction. 
With  a  view  to  relieve  the  state  in  its  present  difficul- 
ties, and  to  afford  a  certain  fund  for  the  farther  pro- 
gress of  its  public  improvements,  the  Bank  shall  be 
obliged  to  furnish  dollars  per  annum,  at 

an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole 
five  millions  of  dollars.  T  hat  every  portion  of  the 
commonwealth  might  effectually  participate  in  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  measure,  and  that  a  circulating  medium 
of  equal  and  undoubted  value  might  be  created, 
branches  of  the  State  Bank  might  be  established  at  dif 
ferent  points  in  the  State.  Nor  do  your  memorialists 
think  it  would  be  necessary  to  rest  here. — They  believe 
the  credit  of  Penn.sylvania,  and  the  confidence  reposed 
in  it  by  the  rest  of  the  Union,  would  render  it  possible 
and  even  advisable  to  establish  in  them,  branches  of 
the  same  institution,  under  such  regulations  as  their  re- 
spective legislatures  might  authorize  on  application  be- 
ing made  to  them  for  that  purpose.  It  would  only  be 
however  in  this  view,  and  under  these  restrictions,  that 
your  memorialists  would  propose  the  grant  of  such  a 
right;  and  the  necessary  sanction  by  the  Legislatures  of 
other  states,  on  such  terms  and  conditions  as  they 
might  impose,  would  guarantee  its  exercise  only  in 
such  m.inner  as  would  be  altogether  consistent  with  the 
public  welfare.  In  conducting  its  operations  no  secret 
influence  should  be  allowed  to  interfere,  anel  one  vote 
only  should  be  allowed  to  every  stockholder  either  in 
person  or  by  proxy,  under  such  regulations  as  might 
prevent  any  combination  for  sinister  purposes,  or  any 
assumption  of  power,  that  could  not  at  all  times  be 
easily  controlled. 

In  presenting  these  views  to  the  consideration  of  the 
General  Assembly,  your  memorialists  only  profess  to 
give  the  outlines  of  an  institution  which  they  believe 
would  at  the  present  moment  be  eminently  advanta- 
geous to  the  whole  United  States.  The  particular  details 
would  be  of  course  the  subject  of  consideration  in 
forming  the- necessary  charter.     They  venture,  how 


A.  Raybold,  William  Badger,  James  Page,  Edward 
Hurst,  Wdham  J.  Leiper,  Charles  Schaeffer,  jr.,  Jacob 
Ueyberger,  T.  W.  L.  Freeman,  William  Stewart, 
Henry  Toland,  J.  K.  K;me,  George  M'Clellan. 


ACADEMY  OF  FINE  ARTS. 

Philadelphia,  March  26,  1834. 

The  committee  appointed  at  a  meeting  of  the  Siock- 
holders  of  the  Pennsylvania  .Ocademy  of  Fine  Jlrts,  held 
on  Wednesday  the  19th  of  March'  1834,  to  investigate 
the  condition  of  the  Academy,  and  to  suggest  measures 
for  \\s  relief,  beg  leave  to  Rei-oiit: 

That  they  have  diligently  employed  the  time  allotted 
to  them  for  the  purpose,  in  examining  into  the  affairs  of 
the  institution,  and  they  find  that  its  whole  debts,  exclu- 
sive of  the  principal  of  ground  rent,  amounts  to  §6,778 
51;  and  its  whole  property  is  estim.ited  at  49,550  00; 
leaving  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  Academy  of  42,771  49 
cents. 

The  property  of  the  Institution  consists  of  the  lot  and 
building  in  Chesnut  street,  pictures,  statues,  casts, 
books,  engravings,  and  impressions  of  antique  gems, 
and  an  hundred  and  thirty. one  shares  of  stock  at  present 
owned  by  the  corporation. 

The  annual  resources  are  derived  from  occasional 
sales  of  stock,  annual  payments  of  stockholders,  com- 
mutations for  annual  pajments,  life  subscriptions,  and 
receipts  from  visitors.  Of  these  sources  of  revenue, 
the  only  important  ones  have  been  of  late  \  ears,  the  an- 
nual contributions  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight 


$316  00 
574  53 


§890  5:; 


600  00 


members,  amounting  to 

The  average  receipts  from  visitors, 

The  whole  income  is,  therefore 
From  which  a  deduction  of  its  ordinary 
expenses,  including  the  ground  rent. 

Will  leave,  if  the   debt  were  removed,  a 

nett  surplus  per  annum  of  g290  53 

So  that  if  the  Academy  were  free  from  the  debt  which 
is  now  threatening  it  with  extinction,  it  could  with  cer- 
tainty continue,  without  further  assistance,  its  useful  in- 
fluence over  the  fine  arts,  and  keep  together  a  collec- 
tion certainly  superior  to  any  other  in  this  country,  and 
scarcely  surpassed  by  that  of  any  place,  except  the  great 
capitals  of  Europe. 

A  summary  view  of  the  value  of  the  property  of  the 
Academy  will  clearly  substantiate  this  assertion.  Among 
its  choice  pictures,  may  be  signalized  the  large  painting 
by  Alston,  of  the  dead  man  revived  by  the  bones  of  the 
prophet;  for  which  was  paid  the  sum  of  three  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars.  The 


„  Roman  Charity,"  an  origi- 

ever,  to  assert  with  confidence,   that  the    passage   of  |  nal  of  Muiillo,  purchased  at  Madrid,  cost  the  Academy 
...-U   .  ja^y  would  immediately  restore   to    the   \vhoIe  !///een    hundred  dullars,    though  worth   a   much  larger 


such 

community,  thut  commercial  prosperity  which  has  of 
late  ceased  to  exist,  place  on  a  fair  and  fiim  footing  the 
finances  of  the  State,  carry  rapidly  to  completion  our 
noble  system  of  inttrnal  improvement,  aft'ord  a  just 
source  of  profit  and  emolument  to  the  commonwealth, 
independent  of  taxation,  and  prove  a  safeguard  against 
the  evils  likely  to  arise  from  the  recurrence  of  such 
events  as  those  which  at  present  affect  our  public  re- 
sources, and  individual  welfare. 
(Signed,) 

Thomas  Roney,  Jo.  Humes,  Benj.  Mifflin,  Alex. 
Diamond,  John  W.  Ashmead,  John  R.  Vodges,  S. 
Badger,  Wm.  G.  Alexander,  Jno.  Keefe,  F.  G.  Wol- 
bert,  Edmund  C.  Watmough,  Paul  S.  Brown,  J.  A. 
Phillips,  Peter  A.  Grotjan,  Alexander  E.  Dougherty, 
Henry  Simpson,  B.  S.  Bonsall,  J.  N.  Barker,  Wm. 
Vodges,  Samuel  Davis,  Henry  Horn,  J.  T.  Knight, 
Christian  Kneass,  Peter  Wager,  Carey  F.  Kneass,\Vm. 
Dunton,  V.  L.  Bradford,  Henry  Leech,  of  Blockley, 
Wm.  Stephens,  Thomas  Penn  Gaskill,  A.  M.  Howell, 
Lewis  Taylor,  Edward  King,  Benj.  E,  Carpenter,  F. 


sum.  The  Count  de  Survilleirs  immediately  recognized 
it,  when  he  visited  the  Academy;  and  there  can,  there- 
fore remain  no  doubt  of  its  genuineness  and  value. 

The  late  Allen  Smith,  Esq.  during  a  long  residence 
in  Europe,  with  much  taste,  and  at  great  pains  and  ex- 
pense, collected  several  valuable  productions  of  the 
great  masters.  These  were  captured  by  the  British, 
and  carried  into  Halifax  for  adjudication,  claimed  by 
the  Academy,  to  which  Mr.  Smith  liberally  assigned  his 
right,  they  were  restored  to  American  hands,  and  are 
now  in  the  rotunda  of  the  Institution.  Among  them  we 
particidarly  noticed  a  snow  scene  among  hills,  and  a 
Marine  view,  both  by  Lucatelli. 

Besides  these  the  Academy  possesses 
A  scene  from  Ovid's  Metamor- 
phoses, by  Salvator  Rosa. 
Adam  and  Eve  under  temptation  Carlo  Lotti. 
A  dead  Abel,  very  beautiful  Carlo  Lotti. 
A  Magdalen                                                       Corregio. 
.\  scene  by  Poussin. 
A  Marine  View  Capelle. 
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A  Vapd  and  Poultry  Schonman. 

A  Fruit  Piece  Van  Os. 

A  Spanish  full  length  of  Colum'ius  

An  original  of  Washington,  full  length       Stewart 

Besides  many  other  pictures  by  good  masters,  of  con- 
siderable value. 

We  observed,  also,  on  the  walls,  copies  of  some  great 
works,  such  as, 

The  descent  from  the  Cross,  presented  to  the  Cathe- 
dral at  Baltimore,  by  Louis  XVIII. 
Raphael's  Madona. 

The   Farnese  Hercules,  by  Le-slie 

Gil  Bias  in  the  Cave,  by  Sully,  after  Opie. 
Tribute  money,  by  Sully,  after  Reuben-s. 
Napoleon  on  the  Alps,  by  Lawrence,  after  David 
To  ihe  liberality   of  individuals,  the   Academy  is  in- 
debted for   the  temporary   possession  of  a  number  of 
valuable  pictures.      Among  ihese  may  be  mentioned,  a 
Hunting  piece,  representing  Diana  and  her  nymphs,  the 
property  of  the  Count  SurviUiers.      I  his  great  work  is 
by  Reubens,  and  has  been  bid  for,  at  the  price  of  four- 
teen thousand  dollars,  which  was  refused.     It  is  slight- 
ly injured  by  the  fire  which  consumed  the  owners  resi- 
dence at  Bordentown,  but  is  not  materially  lessened  in 
value.     For  other  good  works,  the  Academy  is  indebt- 
ed  to   Miss  Hamilton,  Mrs.    Deas,   Chas.   Graff,  Levitt 
Harris,  and  Stephen  Kingston,  Esquires. 

Excellent  as  are  the  paintings,  the  Committee  were 
more  forcibly  struck  with  the  extent  and  beauty  of 
Statues,  and  Casts,  &.c.  in  the  Gallery,  and  must  con- 
gratidsite  both  the  public  and  the  Academy  on  the  pos- 
session of  such  a  treasiu-e. 

The  greater  part  of  these  casts  were  made  in  Paris, 
for  the  Institution,  at  the  request  of  our  public  agent 
there.  They  were  made  too  by  the  Royal  artists,  un- 
der an  order  from  Napoleon,  when  his  extensive  con- 
quests had  brought  to  the  capital  of  France,  nearly  all 
the  great  works  of  art  which  had  been  produced  by 
the  moderns,  or  which,  surviving  the  ravages  of  time, 
and  the  hand  of  the  spoiler,  had  descended  from  anti- 
quity. These  casts,  taken  from  splendid  originals,  are 
in  the  eye  of  taste,  greatly  preferable  to  the  best  mar- 
ble copies,  and  give  a  strong  idea  of  the  sublime  genius 
of  the  ancients.  I  he  statues  have  been  subsequently 
scattered  abroad,  and  restored  to  their  original  own- 
ers, so  that  it  would  not  be  possible  perhaps  again  to 
obtain  casts  of  them. 

In  surveying  the  gallery,  v  e  noticed  the  Venus  di 
Medici-,  Venus  of  the  capital,  Venus  of  the  Bath,  the 
Apollo  Belvidere,  the  Tnrse  of  Hercules,  the  fighting 
and  the  dying  Gladiator,  Laocoon  and  his  children  in 
the  folds  of  the  gigantic  serpent,  and  many  other  of 
those  works  which  must  remain  for  ever  unsurpassed. 

Among  the  casts  of  Canova's  works,  we  observe  the 
beautiful  Graces,  presented  by  Dr.  John  G.  Clarke. 
The  cast  cost  him,  with  the  charge  of  transportation, 
four  hundred  dollars.  There  are  also  casts  of  Canova's 
Venus,  Canova's  Hebe,  Canova's  Perseus  with  the 
head  of  Medusa,  and  a  colossal  cast  of  Milo,  caught  by 
the  rebounding  oak,  and  devoured  by  wolves,  present- 
ed to  the  Academy  by  J.  Laugh,  F.sq   of  London. 

The  gigantic  statue  of  Ceres,  brought  to  this  country 
and  munificently  presented  to  the  Academy  by  Com- 
modore Patterson,  is  curious,  both  for  the  exxellence 
of  the  execution  and  the  hlstoty  of  its  removal.  It  was 
found  at  Megaria,  and  purchased  for  six  thousand 
dollars  by  an  English  connoisseur,  who  failed  in  his  ef- 
forts to  remove  it.  Our  public  spirited  and  enterpris- 
ing countryman  was  employed,  with  two  hundred  men, 
for  three  days  in  conveying  it  to  his  ship. 

The  library  contains  many  very  rare  and  expensive 
works,  some  of  which  are  out  of  print.  Home  of  the 
finest  of  these  are  the  gifts  of  Napoleon.  In  this  de- 
partment are  between  twenty  and  thirty  cases  of  very 
fine  impressions  of  ancient  gems  of  the  rarest  character. 
Such  is  a  very  imperfect  view  of  the  Institution  which, 
unique  in  our  country,  and  honorable  to  the  taste  and 


liberality  of  Philadelphia,  is  threatened  with  total  ruin 
by  a  small  debt  of  less  than  seven  thousand  dollars.  If 
once  overthrown,  the  committee  believe  that  it  could 
not  again,  by  any  probable  contingency,  be  placed  on 
an  equally  excellent  footing.  It  is,  therefore,  with 
great  earnestness  and  solicitude  that  they  request  the 
immediate  attention  to  this  important  matter,  of  not 
only  the  stockholders,  but  all  others  who  take  pleasure 
in  viewing  these  sublime  productions  of  genius  and 
taste,  or  who  desire  to  retain  for  our  beautiful  city,  a 
choice  ornament,  the  product  of  the  labor  and  ihe  for- 
timate  accidents  of  thirty  years.  A  single  blow  now 
threatens  to  destroy  irreparably,  and  to  render  un- 
availing to  the  artist,  the  finest  school  of  the  arts  which 
our  country  now  possesses,  or  will,  after  its  dissolution, 
probably  ever  posses'^. 

To  enable  the  institution  to  contintie  its  fostering 
care  of  the  arts,  and  its  agreeable  exhibitions  for  the 
public,  it  will  be  necessary  to  ra  se  not  less  than  Jive 
thoxisand  dollars;  and  for  that  purpose  the  following 
suggestions  are  offered  in  the  form  of  resoluiions. 

Resolved,  That  an  attempt  be  made  to  raise  a  sum, 
for  the  use  if  the  Academy,  of  not  less  than  five  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  by  the  following  means,  viz: 

1st.  By  placing  in  the  hands  of  a  number  of  the  Di- 
rectors and  Stockholders;  books,  authorising  them  to 
be  called  voluntary  contributions,  with  the  condition 
annexed,  that  no  one  shall  be  called  on  for  the  amount 
of  this  siibscripiion, unless  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dol- 
lars shall  have  been  obtained  before  the  end  of  the 
year  1834. 

2d  By  making  an  effort  to  sell  the  shares  of  stock 
yet  in  the  possession  of  the  corporation;  and 

3d.   By  lowering  the  commutation  of  the  annual  con- 
tribution  to   ten   dollars,  and  endeavouring  to  induce 
stockholders  to  make  commutations. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
(Signed)  J.  K.  MUCH  EL, 

ISAAC  HAYES, 
JOHN  R.  COAIES, 
SAML.  P.  GRIFFITTS,  Jr. 
Committee. 

THE   MASONIC  LVSTITUTION. 

Mr.  STEVKNS,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to 
investigate  the  Masonic  Institution,  made  the  following 
REPORT. 

That  numerous  petitions,  signed  by  a  large  number 
of  highly  respectable  citizens'of  this  Commonwealth, 
have  been  presented  to  the  Legislature, stating  their  be- 
lief that  the  Masonic  Institution  is  associated  for  purpo- 
poses  inconsistent  with  the  equal  rights  and  privileges, 
which  .are  the  birth  right  of  every  freeman;  that  they  are 
bound  together  by  secret  obligations  and  oaths,  illegal, 
immoral,  and  blasphemous;  subversive  of  all  public 
laws,  and  hostile  to  the  pure  administration  of  jus'ice. 
They  ask  for  a  Legislative  investigation  into  tlie  truth 
of  these  charges,  and  if  supported, a  legislative  remedy, 
.\nd,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  authentic  proof,  they 
ask  for  the  appoiHtment  of  a  committee  with  •'  power 
to  send  for  persons  and  papers."  In  pursuance  of 
what  was  supposed  to  be  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner.s, 
a  committee  was  appointed,  and  the  petitions  referred 
to  them.  The  committee  met  and  organized;  and  sup- 
posing it  to  be  their  duty  to  proceed  to  investigate  the 
charges  made  against  the  M.asnnic  Institution,  and  thus 
referred  to  them,  gave  the  Clerk  of  the  House  a  pre- 
cipe for  a  stipocna  for  witnesses,  to  be  by  him  issued, 
anil,  in  the  usual  way,  signed  by  the  Speaker.  The 
committee  could  not  hesitate  as  to  their  right  to  in- 
quire into  the  truth  of  the  charges,  for  the  investigation 
of  which,  they  had  been  specially  appointed.  Never 
did  they  suppose  they  had  been  commanded  by  the 
House  to  perform  their  duty  without  being  clothed  wiih 
th=  power  asked  for  by  the  petitioners,  and  iwiispen- 
sably   necessary  and  incident  to  its  faithful  and  intelli'  , 
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gent  discharge.  The  Clerk  and  Speaker  of  the  House 
thought  otherv\ise,  and  declined  issuing'  the  subpoena. 
The  committee  appealed  to  the  House  to  grant  explic- 
itly the  questioned  power.  It  was  objected  to,  on  the 
ground,  (among others,)  that  it  would  subject  refracto- 
ry witnesses  to  punishment  for  contempt,  if  they  refus- 
ed to  testify:  a  power  which  the  House  seemed  dispos- 
ed not  to  exercise  towards  masonic  witnesses.  To  ob- 
viate this  objection, the  committee  consented  so  to  mo- 
dify the  resolution  .as  to  give  them  power  to  take  the 
testimony  of  such  witnesses  only,  as  would  appearand 
testify  vuluntarily  before  them-  The  House,  hy  a  vote  of 
every  member,  except  two,ofalljiarties  not  poUtically  up- 
posed  to  Masnnry,  refused  the  request.  The  committee 
were  thus  prohibited  from  ascertaining  by  legal  testi- 
mony the  true  character  of  Free  Masonry,  as  practised 
in  Pennsylvania.  Nor  could  they  (fail)  to  \iew  that 
decision  as  a  plain  intimation  by  the  House,  of  their  un-  | 
willingness  to  have  the  secret  designs,  principles  and 
practices  of  that  institution  authentically  established, 
and  made  known  to  the  people.  Feeling  themselves 
bound  by  that  intimation,  and  treating  it  with  the  re- 
spect which  is  always  due  to  the  wish  of  this  body,  the 
commitiee  feel  themselves  constrained  not  to  make  use 
of  the  proof  within  their  power,  taken  in  other  States, 
to  develope  its  iniquities.  Such  proof  might  and  would 
be  met  with  the  allegation  that  it  might  be  "  New  York, 
but  was  not  Pennsylvania  Masonry."  To  establish  the 
identity  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York  Masonry,  by  a 
Legislative  committee  vested  with  adequate  power,  is 
left  to  a  future  time  and  other  hands.  To  suppose  that  it 
will  not  soo«  take  place  would  be  a  foul,  and  unwar- 
ranted libel  on  the  intelligence  and  firmness  of  the  free- 
men of  this  Commonweallh. 

To  show  the  necessity  of  the  power  asked  for,  and 
to  justify  their  failure  to  make  a  more  extended  report 
on  the  subject  confided  to  them,  the  committee  will 
briefly  state  the  nature  and  quality  of  the  testimony 
which  they  !iad  intended  to  present  to  this  House.  That 
the  evidence  might  be  above  suspicion,  they  hud  deter- 
mined to  call  before  them  none  but  adhering  masons, 
who  could  not  be  suspected  of  testifying  out  of  hostili- 
ty to  the  institution.  To  leave  no  doubt  as  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  witnesses,  it  was  proposed  to  examine  the 
masonic  members  of  this  House,  and  of  the  Cabinet.  It 
was  particularly  desirable,  and  intended  that  the  Go- 
vernor of  the  Commonweallh  should  become  a  wit- 
ness, and  have  a  full  opportunity  of  explaining  under 
oath,  the  principle  and  practices  of  the  Order,  of  which 
he  is  so  conspicuous  a  member. 

It  was  thought  that  the  papers  in  his  possession 
might  throw  much  light  on  the  question,  how  far  Ma- 
sonry secures,  political  and  executive  favor.  Their  in- 
spection would  have  shown  whether  it  be  true,  that  ap- 
phcations  for  offices  have  been  founded  on  masonic 
merit,  and  claimed  as  masonic  rights.  Whether  in  such 
applications  the  "  significant  symbols,"  and  "  mystic 
watchwords"  of  masonry  have  been  used.  And  in  how 
many  cases,  such  applications  have  been  successftd  in 
procuring  executive  patronage.  It  might  not  have  been 
unprofitable,  also  to  inquire  how  many  of  the  convict- 
ed felons,  who  have  been  pardoned  by  the  present  Go- 
vernor, are  "  brethren  of  the  mystic  tye"  and  connect- 
ed by  blood  or  politics,  with  members  of  that  institu- 
tion; and  how  few  of  those,  who  could  boast  of  no  such 
connection,  have  been  successful  in  similar  applica- 
tions- 

Tlie  committee  might  possibly  have  deemed  it  ne- 
cessary, in  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duty,  to  have 
called  before  them  some  of  the  Judges,  who  are  ma- 
sons, to  ascertain  whether  in  their  official  character  the 
"grand  hailing  sign  had  been  ever  handed,  sent  or 
thrown"  to  them  by  either  of  the  parties  litigant;  and 
if  so,  what  had  been  the  result  of  the  trial  This  would 
have  been  obviously  proper,  as  one  of  the  charge 
against  masonry  is  its  partial  and  corrupt  influence  In 
courts  of  justice. 


Who  the  witnesses  were  to  be,  was  distinctly  an- 
nounced to  the  House,  by  the  chairman  of  the  commit* 
tee,  in  the  discussion  of  his  resolution.  The  House  de- 
cided that  no  evidence  should  be  taken;  every  member 
of  the  masonic  institution  present  voting  in  the  nega- 
live.  The  committee  have  deemed  this  brief  history  of 
legislative  proceedings  necessary  to  justify  them  for 
failing  to  make  a  report  which  is  anxiously  looked  for 
by  the  people. 

The  committee  are  aware  that  most  of  those  who  op- 
posed the  power  to  send  for  "persons  and  papers" 
did  it  on  the  avowed  grounds  that  it  was  unnecessary, 
as  the  principles  of  masonry  were  fully  disclosed  and 
known.  For  themselves,  the  committee  have  no  hesi- 
tancy in  saying,  that  Masonry  is  no  longer  a  stcret  to 
any  but  those  who  wilfully  make  it  so:  and  that  its 
principles  and  practices  are  as  dangerous  and  atro- 
cious as  its  most  violent  opponents  have  declared. 
I  hey  take  pleasure,  however,  in  saying,  that  a  great 
majority  of  its  members  regret  its  doctrines,  habitually 
disregard  its  principles,  and  in  honesty,  honour  and 
patriotism  are  inferior  to  none  of  their  fellow  citizens. 
It  is  the  duty  of  government,  while  it  looks  with  chari- 
ty and  forbearance  on  the  past,  to  take  care  that  in  fu- 
ture none  of  our  respectable  citizens  shall  be  entrapped 
into  such  degrading  and  painful  thraldom.  To  effect 
this  object,  and  to  give  those  who  profess  to  be  morally 
opposed  to  masonry,  an  opportunity  to  record  such  op- 
positiin,  the  committeee  report  a  bill  "  to  prohibit  in 
future,  the  administration  of  Masonic,  Odd  Fellow's, 
and  all  other  secret  and  extra-judicial  oaths,  obliga- 
tions, and  promises  in  the  nature  of  oaths. " 
An  act  to  prohibit  the  administration  and  reception  of 
Masonic,  Odd  Fellow's,  and  all  other  secret  extra- 
judicial oaths,  obligations  and  promises  in  the  nature 
of  oaths. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  Gen- 
eral Assembly  met;  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  autho- 
rity of  the  same, 

That,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  no  person 
within  this  Commonwealth,  shall  acfminister  or  receive 
any  Masonic,  Odd  Fellow's,  nor  other  secret  extra- 
judicial oath,  obligation  or  promise  in  the  nature  of  an 
oath,  or  shall  aid,  abet,  or  assist  in  so  doing,  under  the 
penalty  for  the  first  offence,  of  twenty-five  dollars;  for 
the  second  offence  of  fifty  dollars;  for  the  third  offence 
of  one  hundred  dollars  to  be  recovered  as  debts  of  like 
amount  are  now  recoverable  by  law,  the  one  half  to  go 
to  the  use  of  the  informer,  and  the  other  half  to  the  com- 
mon school  fund  of  the  county,  and  for  the  fourth  of- 
fence, on  conviction  thereof,  in  the  Court  of  Quarter 
Sessions  of  the  Peace,  of  the  proper  county,  the  person 
so  offending  shall  be  forever  after  incapable  of  holding 
any  office  of  honor,  profit  or  trust  within  this  Common- 
wealth. In  order  to  insure  the  conviction  of  offenders 
againt  this  act,  the  person  administering  the  oath,  obli- 
gation or  promise,  shall  be  a  good  witness,  and  compel- 
led to  testify  against  the  person  who  received  it,  and  all 
aiders  and  abetters;  and  the  person  who  received  it, 
shall  in  like  manner  be  a  witness  against  him  who  admin- 
istered it,  and  all  his  abettors;  and  any  one  of  the  aiders 
and  abetters  shall  in  like  manner  be  a  witness  against 
him  who  administered  or  received  said  oath,  obligation 
or  promise,  and  against  each  and  every  one  of  the  aiders 
and  abettors;  provided  that  the  person  thus  made  a 
witness,  shall  never  be  liable  to  any  prosecution,  fines 
or  penalties  for  having  been  concerned  in  any  offence 
to  which  he  shall  have  thus  testified. 


From  the  Perry  (Perry  Co  )  Fores: er. 
KXTUAORDINARY  GALE. 
Twenty  buildings  destroyed. 

Smf.thport,  Pa.  March  22,  1834. 
The  most  serious  hurricane  which  was  ever  witnessed 
1  this  section  of  the  country,  took  place  at  Lymans- 
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ville,  Potter  county,  on  Thursday  last,  20th  instant, 
about  4  o'clock,  P.  M-;  the  particulars  of  whicli,  as  re- 
lated by  Mr.  Jolin  Earle,  jr.  who  was  an  eye-witness  10 
the  sad  catastrophe,  are  briefly  as  follows: 

It  commenced  on  the  point  of  the  hill,  south  of  the 
village,  and  taking  a  northerly  direction,  it  levelled  the 
timber  in  its  course,  till  it  came  to  the  Saw  Mill, which 
it  entirely  demolished.  Next  the  Pail  Factory,  in  which 
there  were  four  persons,  who  were  blown  several  rods, 
and  two  of  them  slightly  injured,  was  blown  down. — 
Next  the  house  formerly  occupied  by  Major  Lyman, 
taking  the  upper  story  off,  and  making  a  complete 
wreck  of  the  lower;  also  the  shed  and  wagon  house 
were  literally  torn  to  pieces.  Next  the  house  occupied 
by  William  Crosby  was  blown  down,  with  Mr.  C,  his 
wife,  and  three  children;  but  fortunately  none  were  in- 
jured. Next  a  large  house  formerly  occupied  by  Harry 
Lyman,  was  unroot'ed,and  the  body  very  much  injured; 
also  on  the  opposite  side  of  tlie  street,  a  1  irge  burn  and 
forty  foot  shed,  were  levelled  to  the  ground.  Next 
three  log  buildings — a  school  house,  dwelling  house, 
and  blacksmith  shop,  were  unroofed.  Next  the  dwell- 
ing house  of  Cepli.as  Nelson  was  unroofed.  Next  a 
barn  belonging  to  Almond  Woodcock  was  also  blown 
down,  in  which  there  were  two  span  of  horses  and 
three  boys; — one  of  the  horses  was  kill'^d  and  the 
others  slightly  injured:  the  boys  were  blown  about 
twelve  rods,  and  one  of  them  (a  son  of  Mr.  W.)  had 
his  thigh  broken.  Next  two  houses  and  a  barn, belong- 
ing to  Mr.  Bellis;  the  barn  was  blown  down  and  the 
houses  uni'ooted.  Next  a  house  and  barn  of  Mr.  Al- 
mond Woodcock;  the  house  was  unroofed  and  the 
barn  blown  down.  Continuing  its  course  in  a  northern 
direction  it  terminated  its  destructive  effects  about  a 
mile  north  of  the  village. 

All  the  timlier  in  its  ranga  was  entirely  swept  to  the 
ground,  and  fences  and  orchards  completely  destroyed. 
The  whole  village  presents  a  general  mass  of  ruins. 
The  fields  are  completely  covered  with  boards,  timber 
and  shingles,  which  were  blown  from  the  buildings. 
Every  building  in  the  village  was  either  destrjyed  or 
very  materially  injured:  and  what  is  more  remarkable, 
no  lives  were  lost !  The  loss  must  no  doubt  be  seriously 
felt  by  many.  Tlie  hail  were  measured  for  curiosity, 
and  several  measured  five  inches  in  circumference. 

THE  NEW  YORK  ANO  PENNSYLVANIA  CA- 
NALS. 
Our  canal  was  open  on  the  8th  of  March,  and  might 
have  been  open  a  month  earlier,  had  it  not  been  delay- 
ed by  some  additions  to  the  aqueduct. — The  New  York 
canals  are  to  open  on  the  17th  of  April. — Here,  then,  is 
a  difference  of  forty  days  in  the  time  of  opening  these 
canals — forty  days,  during  which  the  Pennsylvania  ca- 
nal will  enjoy  a  monopoly  of  the  transportation  busi- 
ness. This,  too,  is  a  most  favorable  year  for  New  York 
— in  ordinary  years,  tiiis  monopoly  will  last  still  long- 
er. I'his,  tridy,  is  a  great  advantage,  and  we  are  not 
surprised  to  find  tliat  New  York  politics  are  opposed  to 
Pennsylvania  interests. — P'tlts.  Gaz. 

STATE  THEASUIiY. 
"  Treasury  Office  of  Pennsylvnia,  ? 
March  28th,  1834.      5 
•*  To  the  Honorable  the   House  of  Uepresentatives  of 
Pennsylvania. 
"  Gentlemen — in   obedience   to   your  resolution    of 
yesterday,  I  herewith  transmit  a  statement   exhibiting 
the  "  amount  of  revenue  th;it  has  been  paid  into  the 
Treasury,  8tc."  since  the  commencement  of  the  present 
fiscal  year,  exclusive  of  $500,000,   the  amount  of  per- 
manent loans  for  the  purposes  of  internal  improvement, 
per  acts  of  1833,   received  from  Messrs-  S.  and  M.  Al- 
len during  the  current  year. 

Very  respectfully 

Yourob't  serv't, 
A.   MAUON,  State  Treasurer." 


Statement  of  the  amount  of  revenue  paid  into  the 
State  Treasury,  from  the  1st  of  November,  1833,  (the 
commencement  of  the  present  fiscal  year)  to  the  2rth 
of -March,  1834,  from  the  following"  sources,  viz; 


Canal  tolls 

g42,685  97 

Tax  on  certain  offices 

155  06 

Tax  on  writs,  &c. 

2,407  80 

Auction  duties 

30,779  12 

Tavern  licenses 

40,881  80 

Retailing  licenses 

41.925  34 

Hawkers  and  pedlars  licenses 

2,930  70 

Tin  and  clock  pedlars  licenses 

1,696  56 

Pamphlet  laws 

102  43 

Collateral  Inheritances 

8.121  47 

County  rates  and  levies 

83,827  96 

Tax  on  personal  property 

10,712  57 

Tax  on  bank  dividends 

72,463  48 

Dividends  on  turnpike.bridge  and  naviga- 

tion stock 

14,781   17 

Fees  of  the  Secretaries  office 

148  95 

Lands  and  Land  office  fees 

16,331  65 

State  maps 

118  05 

Militia  and  exempt  fines 

633  29 

Dividends  on  Bank  stock 

71,615  00 

Old  debts  and  miscellaneous 

821  26 

Auction  commissions 

600  00 

Premiums  on  loans  appropriated  by  act  of 

1826,  to  payment  of  interest 

67,550  00 

511,289  56 

B.dance  in  the  Treasury  31st  Oct.  last 

367,423  30 

S878,712  86 

PoputATiojT  OF  PiTTSBuao,  38  YEARS  Ago. — In  look- 
ing over  an  old  file  of  the  Pittsburg  Gazette,  we  noticed 
the  following  paragraph  in  that  paper,  of  the  9th  of 
January,  1796,  which  is  the  earliest  authentic  account 
of  the  population  of  this  place: — 

"  rhe  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  borough  of  Pitts- 
burg, as  taken  by  the  Assessors,  during  the  last  week, 
amounts  to  one  thousand  three  hundred  arid  Jifty-yive, 


First  MAiruFACTnRE  of  Paper  in  thr  Westkrit 
Country-. — In  the  Gazette,  of  June  24th,  1797,  we  read 
as  follows — 

"  'J'his  Paper  is  made  in  the  Western  Country. — It  is 
with  great  pleasure  we  present  to  the  public  the  Pitts- 
burg Gazette,  printed  on  paper  made  by  Messrs.  Jack- 
son &  Sharpless,  on  Redstone  Creek,  Fayette  County. 
Writing  paper  of  all  kinds  and  qualities,  as  well  as 
printing  paper,  will  be  made  at  this  mill;  this  is  ofgreat 
importance  to  the  inlnbitants  of  the  country,  not  only 
because  it  will  be  cheaper  than  that  which  is  brought 
across  the  mountains,  but  it  will  keep  a  large  sum  of 
money  in  the  country  which  is  yearly  sent  out  for  this 
article." 


THE    REGISTER 


PHILADELPHIA,  APRIL  5,  1834. 


In  the  present  number  of  the  Register  will  be  found 
the  report  of  a  Committee  of  the  Pennsylvania  Acade- 
my of  Fine  Arts, in  relation  to  the  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ments of  that  institution.  We  earnesly  request  the  at- 
tention of  our  readers  to  this  document.  Only  five 
thousand  dollars  are  required  to  ensure  the  permanen- 
cy of  the  .\cademy, — and  certainly  there  is  a  sufficien- 
cy of  taste  and  liberality  in  this  community  to  prevent 
the  disgrace  it  would  incur,  were  the  valuable  collec- 
tion of  paintings  and -casts  formed  by  the  Academy  at 
considerable  expense  and  trouble, to  be  broken  up  for 
the  want  of  so  small  a  sum- 
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PENNSYLVANIA  RAIL  ROADS. 

Report  relative  to  the  use  of  tlie  Pennsylvania  Rail 
Roads. — Mr.  Keating,  cliairinan.  Read  in  tlie  House 
of  Kepresentatives,  March  14,  1834. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  9th  of 
December  last,  so  much  of  the  Governor's  message  as 
relates  to  the  transportation  on,  and  use  of  the  railroads 
of  this  Commonwealth,  Report: 

That  they  have  investigated  the  subject  committed 
to  them,  with  all  the  dehberation  which  it  required; 
and  that  they  herewith  submit  a  bill  embracing  the  re- 
sult of  their  inquiries. 

The  novelty  of  the  subject,  and  the  difficulties  which 
surround  it,  will  at  once  appear  from  the  flict,  that  in 
the  course  of  their  investigations,  the  committee  have 
met  with  no  parallel  case,  to  which  they  could  look  for 
conclusive  information.  All  the  rail  roads  in  this  coun- 
try, and  all  those  in  great  Britain,  (so  far  as  your  com- 
mittee know,)  are  owned  by  private  companies;  and  no 
information  was  within  their  reach,  in  relation  to  the 
rail  roads  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  which  could  be 
available  in  this  case. 

Having,  therefore,  no  precedent  to  guide  them,  in  re- 
lation to  railroads  made  by  a  state  or  government,  the 
committee  were  obliged  to  confine  themselves  to  the 
investigation  of  the  general  principles  applicable  to  the 
case,  to  the  analogies  to  be  derived  from  the  experience 
of  private  companies,  and  to  the  opinions  of  enlighten- 
ed and  experienced  men. 

The  first  general  principle  they  considered,  was,  what 
was  the  object  of  these  works? — whether  intended  to 
benefit  a  large  trade,  carried  on  a  long  line  of  public 
works;  or  to  facilitate  the  intercourse  between  points 
not  far  distant  from  each  other?  Thus  the  first  inquiry 
is,  undoubtedly,  was  the  Philadelphia  and  Columbia 
rail  road  made  to  benefit  the  great  trade  between  the 
east  and  west, between  the  Allegheny  and  the  Lakes  on 
the  one  side,  and  the  Delaware  on  the  other;  or  was  it 
chiefly  intended  for  the  readier  and  cheaper  transpor- 
tation to  the  market  of  Philadelphia,  of  the  various  pro 
duce  of  the  rich  counties  of  Chester  and  I^ancaster? 
After  it  shall  be  decided  which  of  these  objects  is  the 
most  important;  to  the  accomplishment  of  that  object, 
the  plan  must  be  made  to  conform-  Upon  this  point, 
the  committee  believe  there  can  be  no  doubt.  The  great 
resources  of  the  State  could  not  have  been  appealed  to; 
three  millions  of  the  public  money  would  not  have  been 
expended  to  facilitate  any  intercourse  of  a  local  and 
limited  character.  If  a  State  is  ever  justifiable  in  un- 
dertaking a  great  work  of  this  kind,  it  can  only  be 
where  the  benefits  are  to  be  general, and  where  the  ad- 
vantages of  them  can  be  felt  in  the  remotest  corners  of 
her  territory.  In  looking  back  to  the  history  of  our 
public  improvements,  we  obtain  proof  that  this  was 
really  the  object  first  had  in  view.  The  public-spirited 
citizen  who  for  so  many  years  devoted  liis  time  and  his 
best  abilities  to  the  promotion  of  the  improvement  of 
the  State,  and  who  has,  in  a  measure,  identified  his 
name  with  them,  appears  to  have  been  the  first  who 
brought  the  subject  before  the  Legislature.  In  H.  R. 
vol.  1,  1826 — 7,  we  find  that  on  the  21st  of  March,  Mr. 
Lehman  introduced  the  following  resolution: 
Vol.  Xlll.  29 


"Whereas  the  State  of  Maryland  h.is  incorporated  a 
company,  with  a  view  of  intersecting  the  Pennsylvania 
canal,  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  the  trade  of  Penn- 
sylvania to  Baltimore:  And  whereas,  &.c.  Therefore, 

"Uesolved,  That  the  committee  on  inland  navigation 
and  internal  improvement, be  instructed  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  requiring  the  board  of  canal  commission- 
ers to  make  suitable  examinations,  within  the  present 
year,  with  a  view  to  the  aforesaid  objects,  and  to  make 
report  early  in  the  ensuing  session  of  the  Legislature; 
and  also  to  make  report  in  relation  to  the  practicability 
and  probable  cost  of  a  rail  way  along  the  valley  of  the 
Susquehanna,  from  the  Pennsylvania  canal  to  Columbia, 
and  from  thence  through  the  city  of  Lancaster  to  Phila- 
delphia." 

And  in  their  report  of  Dec.  28, 1827,lhe  canal  commis- 
sioners observe,  that  they  believe  that  a  communication 
from  Columbia.by  rail  way, to  Philade!phla,ls  decldedfy 
preferable.  Regarding  this  rail  way  as  an  Important  fea- 
ture in  the  system  of  improvement,  they  have  been 
gratified  to  find,  that  from  the  bank  of  the  Susquehan- 
na, (for  surmounting  which  a  stationary  engine  will  be 
required,)  the  limit  of  graduation  for  locomotive  ma- 
chinery, may  be  preserved  the  whole  distance  to  the 
city  of  Philadelphia. 

Thus,it  is  evident  that  thlsroad  was  undertaken  with  a 
view,  principally,  to  facilitate  the  great  eastern  and  west- 
ern trade,  and  that  no  system  should  be  adopted  which 
can,  in  an)'  manner,impair  its  usefulness  In  this  respect — 
that  the  great  object  being  the  reduction  of  the  price  of 
transportation  for  heavy  and  bulky  articles  of  compara- 
tively little  intrinsic  value,  but  carried  from  remote  parts 
of  the  State,  no  regulation  should  be  made  which  may  in 
the  least  create  a  tax  upon  this  trade,  by  increasing  the 
price  of  transportation  upon  the  rail  road.  It  behoves 
the  Legislature  to  bear  in  mind,  that  the  lumber,  the 
coal,  the  iron,  the  grain,  the  flour,  the  whiskey,  the 
salt,  &c.  &c-  of  the  west,  are  articles  of  comparatively 
low  price,  many  of  which  now  struggle  with  difficulty 
in  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  against  the  importations 
from  eastern  or  transatlantic  ports — and  that  any  regula- 
tion tending  to  check  or  to  impede  transportation,  or 
to  raise  the  price  of  freights,  is  a  direct  tax  upon  the 
trade,  upon  the  Industry,  whether  agricultural,  com- 
mercial or  manufacturing,  of  Pennsylvania,  injuringour 
means  of  competition  with  foreign  industry,  both  at  home 
and  abroad.  It  is  a  bounty  given  to  the  foreigner,  with- 
out any  equivalent  to  ourselves.  Let  us,  therefore,  in 
the  system  of  management  of  our  road,  discard  every 
prejudice,  whether  resulting  from  pre-conceived  Ideas, 
or  from  local  interests,  and- view  the  question  in  its 
broadest  light,  as  one  affecting  the  whole  industry  of 
Pennsylvania. 

The  great  objects  of  transportation  are,  economy, 
rapidity,  and  certainty;  and  to  these  three  items,  all 
others  should  be  made  to  yield. 

Applying  these  principles,  we  shall  next  inquire — 

1.  What  kind  of  power  should  be  used  on  tlie 
road? 

2.  Whether  it  should  be  a  high  road  or  not? 

3.  By  whom  the  motive  power  should  be  owned? 

4.  By  whom  the  cars  should  be  owned' 

After  which,  we  shall  be  able  to  arrive  at  safe  con. 
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elusions,  as  to  the  provisions  of  a  law  to  regulate  trans- 
portation on  our  roads. 

The  first  question  is,  as  to  the  power?  Two  kinds 
may  be  used,  animal  or  mechanical— horse  or  steam 
power.  If  we  examine  tlie  profile  of  the  Columbia  rail 
road,  we  will  find  its  grade  constantly  varying;  part  of 
it  ascending  and  another  part  descending!  varying 
tlirough  every  grade.from  a  dead  level  to  an  inclination 
of  forty-five  feet  per  mile.  Tliis  naturally  leads  us  to  the 
conclusion,  that  the  power  must  be  sucli  that  it  should 
pass  with  equal  facility  (thougli  with  \arying  rapidity) 
through  all  the  changes  of  grade,  of  an  ascent  of  forty- 
five  feet  per  mile,  or  a  descent  of  the  s.ime  steepness — 
and  it  is  evident  thai  no  horse  power  can  effect  this.  He 
cannot  drag  up  hill  the  s:ime  weight  that  he  can  draw 
down  hill,  unless  the  load  be  much  less  than  a  maxi 
mum,  in  which  case  there  is  great  loss  of  power,  and 
great  additional  expense.  It  has  been  suggested  that 
the  power  might  be  increased,  by  having  spare  horses 
stationed  along  the  line,  at  such  points  as  woidd  present 
additional  resistance— but  this  is  inapplicable  in  a  road 
presenting  so  many  and  such  varieties  of  grade  as  the 
Columbia  rail  road. 

Again — It  is  well  known  that  scarcely  can  two  horses 
be  found  possessed  of  the  same  speed;  all  the  horses 
must  be  made,  however,  to  travel  at  an  uniform  rate 
upon  a  rail  road,  and  as  the  load  cannot  be  shifted  ac- 
cording to  the  ever  varying  strength  of  each,  it  follows 
that  the  average  will  occasion  great  injury  to  the  weak- 
er horses,  while  the  stronger  on.  s  willnqt  work  at  their 
maximum  of  strength,  which  of  course  produces  an  ad- 
ditional expenditure. 

This  evil  is  more  sensibly  felt  in  proportion  to  the 
increased  length  of  the  road;  as  the  engine  (while  sup- 
plied with  fuel  and  water,  and  well  oiled,)  continues  to 
work  for  any  reasonable  time  without  injury  or  impair- 
ment of  its  effect,  while  the  power  of  the  horse  is  con- 
stantly impaired  by  the  fatigue  of  his  muscles,  until  at 
last  it  becomes  necessary  to  relieve  him,  which  occa- 
sions much  loss  of  time.  In  point  of  speed,  likewise, 
great  advantages  are  derived  from  the  use  of  locomo- 
tives,  since  their  rate  of  travelling  on  such  a  line  as  the 
Columbia  road,  with  the  heavie.st  loads,  need  not  be 
under  ten  miles  an  hour,  while  a  horse  should  not,  when 
loaded,  travel  faster  than  two  and  a  half  miles,  to  pro. 
duce  his  maximum  of  effect. 

Ke;isoning  from  analogy  and  theory, we  conclude  that 
horse  power  should  not  be  used  where  locomotive  en- 
gines can  work  with  safety.  Experience  confirms  this 
position. 

There  is  scarcely  a  rail  road  of  any  extent,  admitting 
the  use  of  steam  power,  in  which  it  is  not  chiefly  or 
wholly  used.  In  England,  the  Liverpool  and  Manches- 
ter, the  Stockton  and  Darlington  rail  road,  and  others, 
the  St.  Etienne  and  Lyons  road  in  France.  In  the  United 
States,  we  have  as  instances,  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio, 
the  Baltimore  and  Susquehanna  in  Maryland,  the  Pe- 
tersburg and  Roanoke  in  Virginia,  the  Charleston  and 
Hamburg  in  South  Carolina, the  New  Castle  and  French- 
town  in  Delaware,  the  Camden  and  Amboy  in  New 
Jersey,  the  Hudson  and  Mohawk,  and  the  Schenecta- 
day  and  Saratoga  rail  roads  in  New  York,and  in  our  own 
State  the  Philadelphia,  Germantown  and  Norristown 
rail  road,  and  the  Little  Schuylkill  rail  road,  on  almost 
all  of  which, horse  power  was  at  first  used.and  on  which 
it  has  since  been  in  part  or  wholly  replaced  by  locomo- 
tive engines,  with  great  advantage.  It  is  understood 
that  on  all  these  roads,  engines  will  be  used  exclusive- 
ly in  preference  to  horses,  as  soon  as  the  necessary  ar- 
rangements can  be  made  to  dispense  with  the  latter. 

Upon  this  point  the  committee  are  also  permitted  to 
refer  more  at  large  to  the  experience  obtained  on  a  road 
in  this  Commonwc;dth,  upon  which  a  large  trade  was 
carried  last  summer,  and  experiments  carefully  made, 
with  a  view  to  ascertain  the  comparative  expense  of 
transportation  by  engines  and  horse  power,  and  in 
which  there  was  a  decided  advantage  in  favour  of  the 


former,  even  after  making  large  allowances  for  the  ex- 
pense of  repair  to  the  road  and  of  deterioration  to  the 
engines.  Although  the  committee  would  not  feel  them- 
selves at  liberty  to  exhibit  in  a  report  of  this  kind,  facts 
which  were  communicated  to  them  for  their  own  infor- 
mation, in  relation  to  the  operations  of  a  private  com- 
pany, they  are  enabled  to  state,  that  after  making  all 
reasonable  allowances,  the  expense  by  horse  power  is 
at  least  one-third  greater  than  that  by  engines.and  that 
after  the  improvements  suggested  by  experience  shall 
be  introduced,  the  economy  will  probably  be  much 
greater.  1  he  road  does  not  saffer  materially  from  the 
use  of  the  engines,  and  the  transportation  is  more  re- 
gular, systematic,  and  under  control. 

Tlie  opinions  of  experienced  men  have  been  obtain- 
ed upon  this  point,  and  while  it  would  be  easy  to  ad- 
duce the  authority  of  many  persons,  they  will  be  satis- 
fied with  referring  the  House  to  the  letter  of  Moncure 
Robinson, Esq.*  addressed  to  a  committee  of  this  House, 
last  year,  and  which  is  attached  to  this  report,  and  to 
the  opinion  of  the  canal  commissioners,  as  expressed 
in  a  special  report  lately  made  to  the  Senate. 

The  single  item  of  economy  in  the  making  and  keep- 
ing in  repair  of  the  horse  path,  is  an  object  worthy  of 
attention.  The  making  of  the  horse  path  on  sixty 
miles  of  double  track,  is  estimated  by  the  canal  com- 
missioners at  eighty-five  thousand  dolhws;  and  the  an- 
nual expense  of  repair  of  horse  path,  is  estimated  by 
Mr.  Gray, at  three  hundred  dollars  per  mile  per  annum, 
or  a  yearly  expenditure  of  upwards  of  twenty  five  thou- 
sand dollars,  which  will  be  rendered  entirely  unneces- 
sary by  the  use  ef  steam  power. 

Nor  is  there  any  rtason  to  apprehend  that  the  curves 
on  the  Columbia  rail  road  will  interfere  with  the  securi- 
ty of  engines,  as  the  curves  between  the  two  planes  are 
larger  than  those  on  other  roads  upon  which  such  en- 
gines are  successfully  used. 

The  next  inquiry  is,  whether  they  should  be  consid- 
ered as  high  roads  or  not?  The  committee  come  to  the 
conclusion,  that  the  high  way  principle  is  entirely  inap- 
plicable  on  a  road  upon  which  a  large  trade  is  intended 
to  pass,  and  that  the  exclusive  use  of  locomotive  engines 
makes  it  inexpedient  as  well  as  improper  to  open  it  as  a 
high  road.  Upon  this  point  the  committee  are  aware 
that  an  impression  has  existed  with  many,  that  the  high 
way  principle  is  the  old  and  established  system,  and 
that  the  attempt  to  restrict  it,  is  an  innovation.  This  is 
entirely  an  erroneous  impression.  If  rail-roads  were  in 
every  respect  analogous  to  turnpike  roads  or  canals,  the 
opinion  might  be  correct;  but  differing  as  they  do  en- 
tirely in  their  construction  and  use,  the  position  is  unte- 
nable. We  are,  on  the  contrary,  justified  m  asserting, 
that  no  rail  road  of  any  great  length,  or  of  great  travel, 
has  ever  been  considered  as  a  high  way.  In  England, 
all  the  rail-roadsin  use,  except  the  Surry  and  Croydell, 
are  used  exclusively  by  the  companies  that  own  them. 
It  has  not  been  in  our  power  to  procure  the  charters  of 
many  of  the  rail  road  companies  of  this  State,  but  we  j 

can  cite  many  in  which  the  exclusive  principle  is  dis-  ( 

tinctly  admitted;  and  these    will  be   found  to  include  I 

most  if  not  all  those  which  are  now  extensively  used: 
such  for  instance  as  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio,  and  the 
Baltimore  and  Susquehanna  rail  roads,  the  New  Castle 
and  Frenchtown,  the  Petersburg,  the  Chesterfield,  the 
Charleston  and  Hamburg,  the  Mohawk  and  Hudson,  the 
Saratoga  and  Schenectady,  &c.  &c.  Moreover,  the  same 
principle  is  distinctly  recognized  in  the  Mad  River  and 
Lake  Erie  rail  road  company's  charter,  and  in  several 
others  before  iis.  We  are  therefore  warranted  in  the 
assertion,  th.at  the  legislation,  not  only  in  Great  Britain, 
but  also  in  New  York,  Ohio,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Vir- 
ginia, and  South  Carolina,  distinctly  recognize  the  im- 
possibility of  admitting  the  high  way  principle.  The 
committee  refer  the  House  to  the  previously  published 
opinions  of  the  canal  commissioners,  of  Mr.  Gay,  &c.. 


See  Ucg   Vol.  xi.  page  232. 
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and  would  chiefly  invite  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
Mr.  Robinson's  opinion.  In  practice  there  is  no  road  of 
any  length,  which  has  been  found  to  answer  on  tiie  liigh 
way  principle.  I  he  best  instance  is  unquestionably  the 
Minehill  and  Schuylkill  Haven  rail  road,  whose  length 
however  is  only  ten  and  a  half  miles;  and  which  being 
used  only  for  a  descending  coal  trade,  horse  power  of- 
fers no  analogy  with  a  great  State  improvement  like 
the  Pennsylv.ania  rail  roads.  In  England  we  know  of 
but  one  road  that  is  a  high  way — it  is  the  Sorry  and 
Croydell,  which  is  a  train  road,  (not  a'  rail  road,)  and 
which  has  never  been  either  productive  or  valuable. 

On  the  high  way  principle,  it  would  be  impossible  to 
secure  a  constant,  expeditious  and  cheap  transportation 
for  all  goods  coming  to  Columbia.  Transporting  com- 
panies might  probably  be  formed,  who  would  attempt 
to  carry  the  whole  produce  from  Pittsburg  to  Philadel- 
phia, and  whose  object  and  interest  it  would  be  to  drive 
off  all  competiiion.  The  great  out-lay  of  money  requir- 
ed to  keep  up  a  constant  line  of  engines  and  cars  on  the 
toad,  would  soon  throw  the  business  into  very  few  hands, 
over  whom  there  would  be  neither  check  nor  control. 
All  the  evils  of  a  monopoly  would  exist,  without  any  of 
its  advantages;  while  all  the  evils  of  competition  might 
still  continue — an  occasional  understanding  between 
companies  would  produce  great  fluctuations  in  the  prices 
of  freight  and  transportation,  coming  on  suddenly  and 
taking  the  distant  merchant  unawares.  This  is  not  a 
gratuitous  supposition — we  have  seen  these  fluctuations 
upon  every  high  way  in  the  United  States.  The  acci- 
dents which  occasionally  occur  on  our  turnpike  roads, 
by  the  racing  of  stage  coaches,  would  recur  with  the 
more  frequency  on  our  rail  roads,  on  account  of  the 
greater  dangers  resulting  from  carelessness  or  inatten- 
tion, The  strictest  police  could  not  guard  against  them; 
as  it  would  be  impossible  to  determine,  with  precision 
the  causes  of  accidents  and  the  persons  through  whose 
agency  they  had  occurred.  Instances  might  be  men- 
tioned, from  the  personal  experience  of  your  committee, 
in  which  trains  of  cars  travelling  in  the  same  direction, 
on  the  same  road,  and  belonging  to  the  same  owners, 
have,  by  the  inattention  of  their  drivers,  been  suddenly 
brought  into  contact,  occasioning  loss  of  property,  and 
death  to  horses,  or  damage  to  engines.  Such  cases  are 
more  likely  to  occur  where  the  property  would  be  own- 
ed by  different  individuals. 

An  attempt  at  a  strict  police,  on  a  highway,  would  be 
in  truth  ineffectual;  but  it  would  be  attended  with  a 
great  deal  of  petty  litigation,  of  heart-burning,  of  real 
or  alleged  injustice  or  oppression. 

By  placing  the  business  under  one  management,  the 
utmost  economy  could  be  obtained;  and  of  course  the 
trade  of  Pennsylvania  would  be  benefited,  and  the  tra- 
vel on  the  road  greatly  increased. 

Having  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  use  of  horses 
ought  not  to  be  permitted,  and  that  the  highway  prin- 
ciple is  inadmissible;  the  committee  proceed  to  inquire, 
in  the  third  place,  by  whom  should  the  motive  power 
be  owned?  Two  plans  have  been  offered,  both  deser- 
ving of  great  consideration.  The  one  to  place  it  in  the 
hands  of  the  agents  of  the  State;  the  other,  to  farm  it  out 
to  contractors.  At  the  first  blush,  it  would  seem  that 
the  former  were  the  more  desirable.  It  sti'ikes  the  at- 
tention, as  the  fairer  and  more  efficient  mode,  that 
which  keeps  the  control  of  the  road  most  in  the  power 
of  the  State.  If  there  must  be  a  monopoly,  all  would  be 
disposed  to  yield  it  rather  to  the  State  than  to  an  indi- 
vldii^il.  But  the  advantages  are  rather  apparent  than 
real — the  plan  is  more  plausible  than  substantially  good 
On  the  continent  of  Europe,  all  agencies  of  an  analagous 
character  are  in  the  hands  of  government;  in  Great 
Britain,  they  have  with  more  propriety  been  placed  in 
those  of  a  contractor;  and  in  this  country  we  have,  in 
cases  nearly  parallel,  found  great  advantage  in  farming 
nut  such  undertakings.  No  better  instance  can  be  found, 
than  in  the  post-office  department.  It  was  at  one  time 
thought,  and  we  believe  altcmplcd,  to  have  the  mail 


transported  entirely  by  the  United  States.  It  was  soon 
found,  however,  that  all  the  advantages  resulting  tliere- 
from,  would  more  readily  attend  short  contracts,  say  for 
four  years. — There  is  more  economy.  Individuals  work- 
ing on  their  own  account,  under  a  strict  supervision,  are 
obliged  to  pay  more  attention  to  it  than  could  be  obtain- 
ed from  salaried  officers.  'Ihe  difficulty  of  the  selec- 
tion of  proper  officers,  the  danglers  from  an  increase  of 
patronage,  the  want  of  a  balancing  or  checking  power 
to  prevent  injustice,  are  among  a  few  of  the  evils  inci- 
dent to  the  conferring  this  duty  upon  salaried  oflficers. 
For  such  men,  there  would  be  no  motive  (exclusive  of 
a  sense  of  duty)  to  produce  an  increase  of  travel  on  the 
road;  since  the  more  frequently  It  was  used,  the  greater 
would  be  their  duties,  without  any  additional  compen- 
sation. 

With  a  contractor,  the  case  would  be  different.  To 
him  the  increased  travel  or  transportation  would  be  a 
source  of  increased  gain.  It  would  be  his  duty  to  pro- 
cure assistance  on  the  best  terms,  and  of  the  best  kind. 
His  own  interest  would  soon  satisfy  him  that  no  imper- 
fect cars  or  engines,  no  new  and  untried  inventions, 
green  from  the  brain  of  the  inventor,  could  be  advanta- 
geously applied  on  such  a  road.  In  the  hands  of  such 
a  contracloi-,  it  would  become  a  matter  of  business,  not 
of  experiment.  Closely  superintended  in  the  execution 
of  his  contract,  by  a  proper  officer  appointed  by  the 
canal  commissioners,  under  the  sanction  of  the  Govern- 
or, there  would  be  every  desirable  security  fur  the  pro- 
per use  of  the  road.  'Ihe  State  engineer  would  act  as 
an  umpire  between  the  public  and  the  contractor,  and 
his  decision  might  be  with  or  without  appeal.  In  order 
to  make  this  plan  unexceptionable,  it  merely  requires 
that  the  duties  of  the  contractor  should  be  carefully 
pointed  out  to  him,  and  that  the  execution  of  the  con- 
tract should  be  strictly  enfirced.  'Ihe  amount  to  be 
I  charged  per  ton  per  mde,  for  all  kinds  of  goods,  being 
specified  in  the  contract,  and  he  being  bound  to  carry 
)  it  for  all  on  the  same  terms,  a  maximum  price  of  trans- 
portation might  be  obtained,  advantageous  to  the 
whole  State.  Having  the  exclusive  use  of  the  road,  it 
would  be  made  his  duty  to  keep  a  register,  in  which  all 
goods  should  be  entered,  in  the  order  in  which  they 
were  presented  for  transportation;  and  he  should  be 
bound  to  transport  them  in  the  same  order,  and  within 
a  certain  time  fixed  in  the  contract;  which  would  insure 
impartially  and  celerity  to  the  transportation  of  goods. 
Any  neglect  or  omission  would  be  reported  to  the  engi- 
neer, whose  duty  it  wojld  be  to  see  justice  done,  and 
the  contract  duly  executed,  or  the  penalties  thereof  en- 
forced. 

There  is  in  such  a  contract,  offered  to  the  highest 
bidder  and  open  to  all  applicants,  no  Injustice  or  hard- 
ship to  the  community  at  large.  It  Is  consulting  the 
public  good,  to  establish  such  regulations  as  will  make 
the  road  most  useful.  Such  a  contract  would  be  anala- 
gous to  a  mail  contract,  of  which  no  one  complains  as 
an  arbitrary  measure  of  Government.  There  is  as  yet 
no  common  law  in  relation  to  the  use  of  rail  roads — there 
can  be  no  rights  acquired  at  common  law  to  provide 
for.  The  State  has  made  a  rail  road  at  an  immense 
expense,  and  has  a  right  to  say  in  what  manner  it  shall 
be  used. 

4.  The  next  question  is,  by  whom  the  cars  should  be 
owned?  It  has  been  recommended,  and  from  respecta- 
ble sources,  that  while  the  motive  power  could  not  be 
in  the  hands  of  every  one,  the  cars  might  be  owned  by 
individuals.  I'his  the  committee  regret  to  dissent  from. 
Nothing  could  be  more  unjust,  than  to  throw  either  up- 
on the  Commonwealth  or  upon  individuals,  the  expense 
of  dragging  cars  which  were  not  made  of  the  best  mate- 
rials or  in  the  best  manner.  Any  one  acquainted  with 
r.ail  roads  and  cars,  must  know  that  the  power  required 
to  draw  one  car,  sometimes  is  two  or  three  time?  asgreat 
as  that  required  for  a  car  of  apparently  similar  construc- 
tion, and  coming  out  of  the  same  shop.  If  the  cars  be- 
long to  the  owner  of  the  motive  power,  it  will  be  liis  in- 
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terest  to  find  out  and  correct  the  deficiency  of  tlie  hard 
running  cir — but  if  they  belong  lo  individuals,  no  such 
interest  exists;  and  provided  the  in»pcction  on  the  road 
can  be  passed,  each  will  be  anxious  to  make  cars  after 
his  own  pecular  notions  of  economy  or  fitness.  The 
inspection  of  a  car,  when  finished,  is  not  an  easy  tiling — 
nnr  can  it  be  a  satisfiictory  one,  unless  it  be  taken  to 
pieces.  It  must  be  an  inspection  of  parts;  an  inspection 
of  materials  before  they  are  used;  an  inspection  of  work- 
manship as  it  proceeds  in  tlie  shop,  which  can  alone  in- 
sure a  good  running  car.  If  the  owner  of  the  motive 
power  also  own  the  cars,  he  may  have  his  own  sliops, 
his  own  foreman,  and  insure  a  proper  construction  of 
cars. 

Again,  nothing  is  more  injurious  to  a  road  than  a 
badly  running  car.  It  may  press  against  the  curves — 
it  may  injure  the  rails,  &c.  If  the  cars  belong  to  the 
owner  of  the  motive  power,  the  inspection  and  control 
of  the  state  engineer  becomes  easier  and  more  effect- 
ive; but  if  his  attention  be  divided  bj-  numberless  petty 
workshops  along  the  road,  his  superintendence  must  of 
course  be  less  efficient.  Again,  suppose  an  accident 
occurs  in  the  breaking  of  an  axle  or  wheel, on  the  road, 
while  travelling  at  great  rapidity  with  steam  power,  on 
whom  is  tlve  loss  to  fall  .■'  It  may  have  resulted  from 
the  wilful  use  of  inferior,  but  cheaper  materials,  which 
the  sordid  economy  or  ignorance  of  the  maker  of  a  car, 
may  have  told  him  was  "  strong  enough"  for  the  pur- 
pose, while  no  other  person  would  have  thought  of 
using  it.  Such  accidents  m-iy  occur — much  property 
may  be  injured — lives  may  be  lost — the  road  materially 
impaired — while  the  unconscious  individual  was  merely 
trying  an  experiment  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  some  iron 
in  his  shop. 

If  the  cars  belong  to  the  owners  of  the  motive  pow- 
er, there  is  a  remedy.  Let  him  be  made  by  his  con- 
tract, the  insurer  for  the  safe  delivery  of  all  goods  en- 
trusted to  his  care — the  insurer  against  all  risks  what 
ever,  whether  from  accidents  of  the  engines,  from 
combustion  of  goods,  from  damages  by  breaking  of 
cars,  from  robberies  or  neglect  on  the  road.  It  will  be 
his  interest  then  to  avoid  such  accidents. 

Such  are  the  general  principles  which,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  the  committee,  should  guide  in  making  a  con- 
tract of  this  kind.  The  duration  of  the  contract  is  a 
matter  of  doubt;  thsy  have  fixed  it  at  the  shortest  pos- 
sible period,  .say  three  years,  with  a  clause,  that  if  at 
the  expiration  of  that  time  a  new  contractor  should  out- 
bid the  former,  or  if  the  State  should  refuse  to  continue 
to  let  the  road  out,  then  the  new  contractor  or  the 
State  should  be  bound  to  take  the  property  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  contractor,  such  as  engines,  cars  &c.,  at  a 
fair  valuation  or  appraisement,  if  he  should  so  require 
it.  Such  terms  are  in  all  mail  contracts,  and  present  no 
novelty. 

Were  the  road  finished  and  of  established  character, 
and  could  we  hope  to  get  at  once  good  proposals  for 
it,  the  committee  would  cheerfully  have  extended  the 
lease;  but  as  the  first  term  must  nece-sarily  be  an  ex- 
perimental one,  it  has  been  thought  best  to  make  it  as 
short  as  possible,  consistent  with  obtaining  any  bids. 
The  committee  doubt  not  that  there  is  already  forming, 
in  this  country,  a  class  of  men  experienced  in  the  use 
of  rail  roads,  who,  backed  by  some  friends,  will  be- 
come regular  bidders  for  such  contracts  hereafter,  in 
the  same  manner  that  a  class  of  experienced  and  re- 
spectable mail  contractors  has  been  formed  in  every 
part  of  the  country.  While  we  admit  the  propriety  of 
having  almost  all  public  works  done  by  contract,  as  be- 
ing the  cheapest,  most  efficient,  and  most  satisfactory 
manner;  the  committee  do  not  see  why  the  use  of  rail- 
roads alone,  should  be  exempted  from  this  system. 

The  bill  which  they  herewith  report,  differs  but  little 
from  that  reported  by  a  select  committee,  and  which 
passed  this  House  last  year,  but  was  lost  in  the  Senate, 
from  the  lateness  of  the  season. 


It  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Governor  to  advertise  for 
propos.ils,  and  should  he  receive  satisfactory  ones,  to 
execute  a  contract  fnr  the  use  of  the  road,  with  the 
highest  and  best  bidder — the  terms  of  the  contract  to 
be  previously  prepared  b_v  an  experienced  engineer,  to 
be  ap])ointed  by  the  canal  commissioners,  and  to  be 
thrown  into  proper  legal  form  by  the  Attorney  Gene- 
i-al;  the  whole  being  revised  and  approved  of  by  the 
Governor.  Should  the  Governor,  however,  receive  no 
satisfactory  bids,  (of  which  he  is  left  the  sole  judge,) 
then  he  to  appoint  one  or  more  agents  of  transporta- 
tion, whose  duty  it  will  be  to  provide  the  necessary  en- 
gines, cars,  &.C.  and  attend  to  the  transportation,  on 
such  terms  as  the  canal  commissioners,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Governor,  shall  fix  and  determine. 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  bill  authorizes  the  canal  com- 
missioners to  consult  some  experienced  rail-road  engi- 
neer, as  to  the  location  of  water  stations,  warehouses. 
Sec,  and  under  his  direction  to  cause  the  same  to  be 
erected;  and  also  authorizes  them  to  purchase  or  con- 
tract at  once  for  the  manufacture  of  six  locomotive  en- 
gines, to  be  completed  as  soon  as  possible,  and  which, 
when  completed,  they  are  to  transfer  to  the  contractor 
at  cost,  should  any  contract  be  made. 

The  committee  were  aware  of  all  the  difficulties 
with  which  the  subject  is  beset,  and  they  have  endea- 
voured to  steer  clear  of  the  most  formidable  ones. 
They  have  trusted  to  experience,  wherever  its  results 
could  be  obtained.  They  have  consulted  the  most  emi- 
nent engineers  in  the  country,  and  thej'  now  submit  the 
whole  subject  to  the  attention  of  the  Legislature,  con- 
scious that  as  no  perfect  scheme  can  be  devised  at  first, 
it  is  best  to  adopt,  in  the  outset,  huch  a  plan  as,  in  its 
future  modificatious,  will  involve  least  sacrifice  of  pri- 
vate property,  and  fewer  claims  for  remuneration  for 
damages  to  the  same. 


REPORT  ON  THE  COAL  TRADE. 

(Continued  from  page  218.) 

APPENDIX. 

In  Senate,  March  12,  1833. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Packer  and  Mr.  Krebs, 
and  read  as  follows: 

Whereas  numerous  applications  have  recently  been 
made  to  the  Legislature,  for  the  incorporation  of  com- 
panies for  the  mining  and  transportation  of  coal.  And 
whereas  this  valuable  mineral  may  now  be  regarded  as 
the  staple  product  of  the  state;  and  while  every  neces- 
sary legislative  encouragement  should  be  given  to  foster 
and  protect  an  interest  so  closely  identified  v/ith  the 
prosperity  and  the  wealth  of  the  state,  individual  inter-. 
ests  should  be  guarded  with  peculiar  care,  and  their  en- 
terprise  and  industry  encouraged:  Therefore,  to  the 
end  that  this  important  interest,  its  history  and  operii- 
tions,  yet  in  their  infancy,  be  more  fully  understood, 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  investi- 
gate the  present  slate  of  the  coal  trade  within  thisCom- 
monweiihh,  and  the  history  of  the  mining  operations 
generally,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  the  effect  of  incor- 
porated companies,  (with  mining  and  trading  privi- 
leges,) on  the  progress  of  the  business,  and  the  im- 
provement and  prosperity  of  the  country;  and  to  inquire 
what  further  legishitive  provisions  are  necess.ary  to 
protect,  fiicilitate  and  encourgage  this  branch  of  indus- 
try, and  make  report  to  the  Senate  at  the  next  Session 
of  the  Legislature, 

Wiiich  was  adopted,  and  March  19,  1833,  ordered, 
that  Messrs.  Packer,  Krebbs,  Hopkins,  Sniyser,  and 
Rogers,  be  said  committee. 
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No.  1. 

Queries  submitted  to  the  Coal   dealers  of  Schuylkill 

county  by  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Senate  of 

Pennsylvania,    to  investigate  the  state  of  the  Coal 

Trade,   &c.  &,c. 

1.  How  long  have  you  been  engaged  in  the  Coal 
trade,  and  do  you  operate  under  a  charter,  or  in  your 
private  capacity?  State  generally  the  extent  of  your 
operations,  with  such  particulars  as  you  m.ay  deem  per- 
tment  to  the  inquiry  before  the  committee. 

2.  State  as  nearly  as  you  can  recollect,  the  number 
of  principal  and  lateral  rail  roads  in  the  Schuylkill  Coal 
region — the  extent  of  miles — what  portion  of  them  was 
made  by  incorporated  companies,  having  mining  privi- 
leges— what  portion  by  individuals — what  portion  by 
companies  not  having  mining  privileges — when  made 
and  their  respective  cost? 

3.  Have  the  mines  now  opened,  and  the  rail  roads 
and  other  improvements  now  completed  in  the  region 
been  worked  and  occupied  during  the  present  season, 
to  the  extent  of  their  capacity?  If  not,  what  amount 
of  coal  in  your  opinion,  are  they  capable  of  sending  to 
market  yearly. 

4.  From  your  knowledge  and  experience  in  the  coal 
business,  do  you  consider  the  incorporation  of  compa- 
nies necessary  to  its  successfid  prosecution? 

5.  How  are  individual  coal  dealers  affected  by  the 
acts  and  operations  of  incorporated  coal  companies; 
and  what  effect,  if  any,  has  been  produced  by  the  ex- 
tension of  time  and  charters  granted  to  certain  compa- 
nies by  the  last  Legislature? 

6.  What  do  you  consider  to  be  the  effect  of  incorpo- 
rated companies  upon  the  general  prosperitj'  of  the 
country;  and  wherein  does  a  population  or  community, 
growing  up  under  such  companies,  differ  from  that  cre- 
ated by  individual  operators  in  the  Coal  business? 

7.  In  the  present  state  of  improvements  in  the  Coal 
region,  what  amount  of  capital'is  requisite  to  a  proper 
and  successful  prosecution  of  the  Coal  business? 

8.  Can  the  mining  and  transportation  of  coal  be  car- 
ried on  as  economically  by  individuals  as  by  incorporat- 
ed companies? 

9.  Do  you  consider  the  means  of  individual  Coal 
dealers  in  the  region,  competent  to  supply  the  mar- 
ket? 

10.  Is  not  the  consumption  of  Coal  increased  by  hav- 
ing a  constant  supply  in  market;  and  what  has  been 
the  average  rate  of  increase  from  the  opening  of  the 
Coal  trade  to  the  present  time? 

11.  What  amount  of  capital  do  you  suppose  has  been 
invested  by  individuals  in  the  Coal  business  and  improv- 
ments  connected  therewitli? 

12.  What  is  the  number  of  boats  now  used  in  the 
Coal  trade  on  the  Schuylkill  Navigation,  by  individuals 
and  companies  respectively;  and  what  quantity  of  Coal 
are  they  capable  of  sending  to  market  yearly? 

13.  What  number  of  Colliery  establishments  is  now 
worked  by  individuals  in  the  Coal  region,and  how  many 
by  incorporated  companies? 


Answers  by  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company, 
to  the  questions  proposed  by  ths  Committee  of  the 
Senate  of  Pennsylvania. 

Philadeiphia,  November  20, 1833. 
Answer  to  Questions  1,  2,  3- 
The  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company  originat- 
ed under  "an  act  to  improve  the  nagivatlon  of  the  river 
Lehigh,"  granted  to  Josiah  White,  Geo.  F.  A.  Hauto, 
and  Erskine  Hazard,  on  20th  March,  1818.  They  were 
incorporated  13th  February,  1822,  and  the  rights  and 
privileges  conferred  by  the  above  mentioned  .act  were 
confirmed  to  them  by  the  cli.irter.  They  commenced 
the  improvement  of  the  I^ehigh  in  August  1818,  and  by 
the  close  of  1819,  completed  a  descending  navigation 
in  the  first  grand  section  of  that  luver  by  a  system  of  ar- 


tificial freshets,  and  also  a  regularly  graded  turnpike 
read,  nine  miles  long  from  the  coal  mines  to  the  landing 
in  Mauch  Chunk.  These  improvements  were  the  first 
of  their  kind  in  the  United  Slates.  The  navigation  by 
artificial  fi-cshets  was  continued  until  siipersetled  by  the 
canal  which  was  completed  in  July  1829-  The  descend- 
ing navigation  above  mentioned  was  inspected,  and  the 
governor's  license  to  collect  tolls  upon  it,  obtained  Ja- 
nuary 17,  1823. 

The  canal  is  foity-five  feet  at  bottom,  sixty  feet  at  the 
surface,  and  five  feet  depth  of  water.  The  locks  upon 
it  are  one  hundred  feet  long  by  twenty-two  feet  wide, 
calculated  for  bciats  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons,  and 
admit  the  passage  oUwo  Delaware  canal  boats  at  a  time. 
The  whole  is  constructed  in  the  most  substantial  man- 
ner, and  protected  by  heavy  slope  walls,  wherever  it  is 
exposed  to  the  .action  of  the  river.  This  navigation  is 
forty-six  and  three-fourth  miles  long,  and  overcomes  a 
fall  in  that  distance  of  three  hundred  and  sixty  feet, 
having  forty-seven  lift  locks,  two  of  which  also  act  as 
gu.ird  locks,  six  guard  locks  and  eight  dams  across  the 
Lehigh.  There  is  sufficient  water  at  the  lowest  time  to 
fill  the  locks  every  five  minutes.  It  was  inspected,  and 
the  Governor's  license  to  take  toll  on  it  obtained,  July 
8,  1829. 

The  company  have  two  rail  reads.  The  first  was 
constructed  from  Mauch  Chunk  to  the  great  coal  mines, 
seven  miles  of  it  on  the  graded  turnpike  above  men- 
tioned. The  remaining  two  miles  were  graded,  (in  the 
winter  of  1829)  all  the  materials  procured,  and  the 
whole  superstructure  of  the  road  finished  in  five  months, 
and  in  the  balance  of  that  year,  twenty-five  thousand 
one  hundred  and  ten  tons  of  coal  were  brought  down 
it,to  Mauch  Chunk.  This  was  the  first  rail  road  exceed- 
ing three  miles  in  length,  in  the  United  States.  Its 
length,  together  with  that  of  its  branches,  now  exceeds 
sixteen  and  a  half  miles,  single  track.  The  cost  of  this 
road  was  sixty  thousand  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  cost 
of  the  old  turnpike.  It  has  oneself  acting  inclined  plane 
at  the  river,  about  seven  hundred  and  fifiy  feet  long, 
and  two  hundred  and  fifteen  feet  descent. 

The  other  rail  road  extends  from  Mauch  Chunk  to  the 
mines  lately  discovered  on  Room  run, and  was  complet- 
ed the  present  season.  Its  length.including  its  branches, 
about  eight  and  three-fifths  miles  of  single  track.  It 
has  three  self-acting  planes,  the  intervening  road  being 
graded  from  ten  to  twelve  inches  in  the  hundred  feet. 
The  cost  was  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  thousand 
dollars. 

At  the  old  mines,  the  coal  appears  to  be  on  an  aver- 
age, sixty  feet  thick,  and  to  follow  very  nearly  the  sur- 
face of  the  ground  where  found.  It  is  overlaid  in  some 
parts  with  stone,  in  others  with  decomposed  coal  and  a 
stratum  of  yellov/  soil.  The  covering  where  it  has  been 
worked,  varies  from  ten  to  twenty  feet.  Small  veins  of 
slate  appear  in  some  parts  of  the  co.al  but  run  out  in 
others.  This  mine  is  worked  by  uncovering  and  quar- 
rying. 1  he  excavation  now  amounts  to  ten  acres.  The 
coal  has  been  traced  from  this  opening  to  the  Little 
Schuylkill,  a  distance  of  four  miles  in  one  direction, and 
to  the  Lehigh,  eight  miles,  in  the  opposite  direction. 

At  Room  run,  fifteen  veins  of  coal  have  been  opened 
which  appear  to  be  of  the  following  dimensions,  viz: 
One  of  seven  feet  thick,  one  of  twenty-eight  feet,  one 
of  five  feet,  two  of  six  feet,  one  of  nineteen  feet,  one  of 
thiity-nine  feet,  two  of  eight  feet,  three  of  fifteen  feet, 
one  of  fifty  feet,  one  of  twelve  feet,  and  one  of  nine 
feet,  making  the  total  thickness  of  the  veins  two  hun- 
dred and  forty-two  feet.  These  veins  are  all  cut  across 
by  the  Room  run  stream,  along  which  the  rail-road  is 
carried,  with  branches  into  each  vein  on  both  sides  of 
the  main  road.  Three  of  the  viins  will  be  worked  by 
uncovering,  the  others  by  mining.  Their  dip  varies 
from  nearly  perpendicular  to  twenty  degrees. 

About  one  hundred  thi  usand  tons  of  coal  will  be  ta- 
ken this  year  from  the  old  mines.  The  addition  of  a 
second  inclined   plane  and  chute  at  the  landing,  with 
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an  increased  quantity  of  double  track  for  passing  places, 
would  make  the  present  rail  road  adequate  to  the  pas- 
sage of  two  hundred  thousand  tons  per  annum,  which 
those  mines  wonld  readily  supply  from  the  present  open- 
ings. An  equal  quantity  may  be  obtained,  in  a  sliort 
time  for  preparation,  from  the  Room  run  openings. 
Should  the  market  require  more  from  the  company 
than  four  hundred  thousand  tons  per  annum,  the  addi- 
tion of  a  second  track  to  tlie  rail  way  to  the  old  mines, 
and  a  tunnel  of  five  hundred  to  eight  hundred  feet  in 
length,  to  give  additional  openings  to  the  veins,  would 
give  the  means  of  supplying  it. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  quantity  of  an- 
thracite coal  sent  to  market  from  the  Lehigh,  and  also 
tlie  quantity  shipped  coastwise: 

Yeai-s.  Tons.  Tons  shipped. 

1820  365  00 

1821  1,073  15 

1822  2,240  181 

1823  5,823  1,123 

1824  9,541  3,958 

1825  28,393  14.378 

1826  31,280  1.5,8ir 

1827  32,074  18,323 

1828  30,232  22,876 

1829  25,110  10.954 

1830  41,750  20,391 

1831  40,966  14,094 

1832  75,000  33,732 

1833  123,000  44,168 


Total,        446,847 


200,010 


Answer  to  questions  4  and  5. 

In  answer  to  these  questions,  we  would  slate,  that, 
on  the  Lehigh,  the  coal  business  requires  a  large  capi- 
tal to  carry  it  on  advantageously  and  extensively;  and 
it  was  found  impracticable  to  concentrate  a  sufficient 
amount,  without  the  protection  of  an  act  of  incorpora- 
tion. The  mines  at  Summit  hill,being  distant  from  the 
navigation,  required  an  extensive  rail  road  to  connect 
them:  and  the  different  veins  of  coal  being  here  col- 
lected into  one  mass,  it  would  be  impracticable  to  sep- 
arate the  work  into  a  number  of  small  concerns,  as  the 
hands  of  the  respective  operators  would,  in  that  case, 
be  in  contact  with  each  other,  and  consequently  in  con- 
stant warfare.  The  rail  road,  also,  having  but  a  single 
track,  and  necessarily  requiring  the  operations  to  be 
carried  on  with  regularity  proportioned  to  their  extent, 
would  be  a  source  of  constant  collision.  There  are  con- 
sequently no  individual  operators  on  the  Lehigh. 
Answer  to  question  6. 

The  general  improvement  of  the  surrounding  coun- 
try in  value  and  population— the  formation  of  a  home 
market  for  all  the  produce  of  the  country,  for  a  circuit 
of  many  miles — with  the  annual  distribution  among  the 
people  for  labor  and  provisions,  of  an  amount  of  money 
equal  to  the  cost  of  r.iising  and  transporting  the  coal, 
none  of  which  is  to  be  paid  back  to  the  company,  suffi- 
ciently explains  the  effect  upon  the  general  prosperity 
of  the  country,  arising  from  the  incorporation  of  the 
Lehigii  Coal  and  Navigation  company.  It  is  not  so  easy  to 
point  out  the  diff'erence  between  a  community  growing 
up  under  such  a  corporation,  and  that  created  by  indi- 
vidual operators;  though  in  some  few  particulars  there 
certainly  is  a  difference.  The  contractors  in  the  sever- 
al departments  of  a  company's  business,  would  repre- 
sent individual  operators,  where  they  were  not  at  the 
same  time  owners  of  the  land,  with  the  exception  that 
the  contractor  is  iure  of  his  market,  while  the  operator  is 
not.  The  labourers  employed  by  both, would  be  under 
similar  circumstances,  as  would  also  be  the  several 
tradesmen,  and  persons  of  different  occupations,  neces- 
sary to  furnish  supplies  and  otherwise  administer  to  the 
comforts  or  wants  of  the  labouring  part  of  each  com- 
munity.    The  principal  difference,  perhaps,  consists  in 


the  circumstance  that  every  individual  of  the  commu- 
nity created  by  a  company,  can  be  interested,  to  the 
amount  of  his  wi^hes  and  means,  in  the  whole  business 
of  the  company,  by  purchasing  shares  of  the  stock, 
while  the  operators  alone,  under  the  individual  system, 
have  any  interest  in  the  works.  In  this  way  many  of 
the  workmen  and  others,  at  the  mines  and  at  Mauch 
Chunk,  are  interested  in  the  stock  and  loans  of  the  Le- 
high company. 

Answer  to  question  7- 
The  capital  necessary  to  carry  on  the  coal  business, 
profitably,  we  should  estimate  to  be  at  least  equal  to 
tlie  first  cost  of  a  year's  work;  the  coal,  during  summer, 
being  generally  sold  on  a  credit  extending  to  the  end 
of  the  year,  and  that  for  home  consumption  not  being 
extensively  called  for  before  winter. 
Answer  to  question  8. 

The  business  of  mining  and  transporting  coal,  like 
most  operations  requiring  labour,  is  capable  of  subdi- 
vision, and  by  it,  gains  in  economy — but,  to  gain  an  ad- 
vantage from  the  subdivision  of  labor,  it  is  necessary  to 
extend  the  business  so  far,  that  each  individual  shall  be 
fully  occupied,  without  changing  his  employment. — 
With  this  extent  of  business,an  individual  would  proba- 
bly be  able  to  economize  more  than  a  company,  by 
bringing  all  the  energies  of  his  mind  upon  it,  and  giving 
it  such  undivided  attention  as  is  rarely  to  be  met  with 
from  saUry  officers;  but  the  amount  of  capital  required 
in  such  a  concern,  is  generally  beyond  the  fortunes  of 
individuals  who  would  be  disposed  to  give  it  the  neces- 
sary attention.  It  does  not  follow,  however,  that  mo- 
ney and  the  requisite  talents  for  business,  are  always  to 
be  met  with  in  the  same  person,  while  companies  may 
always  select  their  officers  for  their  peculiar  qualifica- 
tions. 

Answer  to  question  9. 

This  question  is  answered  by  reference  to  the  table 
of  coal  sent  down  from  the  several  districts. 
Answer  to  question  10, 

There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  consumption  of 
coal  is  greatly  and  permanently  increased  by  having 
stocks  on  hand  in  the  spring.  By  referring  to  the  ta- 
ble of  coal  sent  down,  for  the  stocks  on  hand  at  the 
commencement  of  each  season,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
market  has  been  fully  supplied,  and  to  that  in  a  great 
measure  may  be  attributed  the  extraordinary  increase. 
In  1825  and  1831,  there  was  perhaps  barely  enough 
for  the  demand.  The  large  stock  of  coal  on  hand  in 
the  spring  of  1831, caused  many  individual  operators  on 
the  Schuylkill  to  slacken  tlieir  exertions,  so  that  the 
supply  from  that  quarter  was  considerably  less  than  the 
preceding  year.  The  Lackawanna  works  were  not  ful- 
ly in  operation,  and  the  Lehigh  company  having  no  use 
of  the  Pennsylvania  canal  along  the  Delaware,  were 
obliged  to  content  themselves  with  what  coal  they  could 
get  down  in  the  rough  arks,  by  the  chaimels  of  the  river, 
which  were  broken  up  every  trip.  Of  these  arks  they 
annually  built  as  many  as  would  make  a  continuous  line 
of  eleven  to  twelve  miles  in  length,  and  the  whole  length 
of  arks  built  by  them,  If  added  together  would  exceed 
seventy-five  miles. 

Answer  to  question  11. 

We  have  no  idea  what  sum  has  been  invested  by  indi- 
viduals in  the  coal  business. 

Answer  to  question  12. 

The  Lehigh  company  have  in  their  employ  on  the 
Lehigh  and  Delaware  canals  two  hundred  and  forty-five 
boats,  most  of  which  are  C!».lculated  to  carry  seventy  to 
seventy-five  tons  each.  Besides  these,  there  are  numer- 
ous boats,  also  employed  in  the  cnal  trade  by  Individuals 
on  the  Lehigh,  Delaware,  and  Morris  canals.  There 
are  in  the  company's  service,  two  hundred  and  ninety- 
two  horses,  two  hundred  and  seven  mules  and  twenty- 
two  oxen;  also  five  hundred  and  sixty-eight  rail  road 
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wagons.  Two  steam  tow-boats  of  twenty-six  and  forty- 
five  horse  power  are  owned  by  the  company,  and  are 
kept  plying  between  the  mouth  of  the  Delaware  canal 
and  Philadelphia. 

Answer  to  question  13. 
The  answer  to  this  question  is  included  in  the  prece- 
ding. 

Answer  to  question  14. 
The  number  of  persons  employed  in  all  the  depart- 
ments of  the  company's  business,  is  one  thousand  four 
hundred  and  sixty-four.  With  respect  to  the  amount  of 
population  depending  upon  the  company's  operations, 
immediately,  for  subsistence,  it  is  impossible  to  come  at 
exactness.  It  would  probably  not  come  up  to  the  num- 
ber, to  allow  each  hand  employed,  to  be  equal  to  a  fa- 
mily of  six  persons.  1  here  are  of  course  many  single 
men  among  them,  but  the  different  tradesmen,  agricul 
turists,  merchants,  &c.  and  their  families,  who  are  sup- 
porttd  by  the  establishment,  would  more  than  compen- 
sate for  this  circumstance.  This  computation  would 
give  eight  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight 
souls. 

Answer  to  question  15. 
Were  the  coal  business  confined  to  individuals  exclu- 
sively, it  would  necessarily  fall  into  the  hands  of  large 
capitahsts,  as  in  England.  The  hands  employed  in  the 
works,  ai-e  mostly  dependent  on  their  daily  wages  for 
support,  and  must  receive  their  wages  when  earned,  and 
be  regularly  employed,  or  be  starved  out  of  the  business. 
Thus  the  whole  expenses  on  the  coal  must  be  paid  in 
cash,  and  require  large  capitals,  as  mentioned  in  the 
answer  to  question  seven. 

Answer  to  question  16. 
The  number  of  vessels  loaded  with  coal  by  the  Lehigh 
company,  at  their  landings  in  Philadelphia,  and  at  the 
State  pier  at  Bristol,  (the  mouth  of  the  Delaware  canal,) 
from  the  20th  March  to  19lh  November,  1833,  was— 
two  ships,  forly-two  brigs,  two  hundred  and  three 
schooners,  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  sloops. — Total 
383. 

The  capital  stock  of  the  Lehigh  coal  and  navigation 
company,  consisting  of  twenty  thousand  shares  of  fifty 
dollars  each,  say  one  million  of  dollars,  is  held  as  follows, 
viz: 

There  are  109  holders  of  from  1  share  to  20  shares  each. 
17  "  21         "    40 

26  '•  41         "    60 

31  "  61         "  100 

46  "       more  than  100  shares  each. 

Total,  239  stockholders. 

There  are  included  in  the  above  list  of  stockholders, 
seventy-three  single  holders,  women,  widows  and  chil- 
dren, being  nearly  one-third  of  the  whole  number. 

The  permanent  loan  of  the  company,  amounting  to 
upwards  of  one  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
bearing  interest  payable  quarterly,  is  held  as  follows, 
viz: 

31   holders  have   sums  exceeding    $10,000  each 


over  5,000  and  up  to  10.000 
«'     4'000         '«  5,000 

"    3,000         "  4,000 

"    2.000         '«  3,000 

"  1,000  «'  2,000 
"        500         "         1,000 

sums  of  from  glOO  to  8500  each. 


299  Total— loanholders. 

In  the  above  list  of  loanholders,  there  are  one  hundred 
and  twelve  single  women,  widows  and  children,  and 
eight  charitable  societies  and  churches,  being  more 
than  one-third  of  the  whole  nwmber  of  holders. 

Total  number  of  stockholders  and  loanholders,  five 
hundred  and  thirty-eight;  of  which,  one  hundred  and 
ninety-three,  or  more  than  one-third,  are  single  women, 
widows  and  children,  charitable  societies  and  churches. 


AVith  a  few  unimportant  exceptions,  the  whole  of  the 
capital  stock  and  loan  of  the  company  is  the  properly  of 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania. 

No.  3. 
Answers  of  Samnel  Lewis,  to  the  queries  submitted  fo 
the  coal  dealers  of  Schuylkill  county,  by  the  commit- 
tee of  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania: 

1.  I  have  been  engaged  aboiit  three  years  and  a  half 
in  the  coal  business,  and  operate  in  my  individual  capa- 
city. My  operations  have  extended  from  two  to  four 
thousand  five  hundred  tons  per  annum;  principally  sold 
on  the  landings  at  Schuylkill  Haven.  Coal  is  sold  partly 
here,  sometimes  deliverable  in  Philadelphia — and  con- 
siderable quantities  are  sent  down  unsold,  consigned  to 
agents  or  partners  of  operators  here. 

2.  '1  here  are  four  rail  roads  in  this  region,  made  by 
companies  not  having  mining  privileges.  Their  aggre- 
gate length  is  about  thirty- eight  miles,  and  cost  three 
hundred  and  fifty-five  thousand  dollars.  Connected 
with  these,  there  is  about  twenty-nine  and  three-fourths 
miles  of  lateral  rail  road,  made  by  individuals,  at  a  cost 
of  about  sixty-four  thousand  six  hundred  dollars.  About 
one  mile  of  lateral  road  has  been  made  by  companies 
having  mining  privileges.  All  these,  I  believe,  have 
been  made  since  the  year  1827. 

3.  Ten  times  the  coal  sent  to  market  from  the  region 
this  season,  would  not  have  fully  occupied  i he  rail  roads 
now  constructed  in  it.  The  mines  now  opened  in  the 
region,  could  produce  at  least  double  the  quantity  now 
sent.  But  few  of  them  have  been  worked  to  their  full 
capacity,  and  many  of  them  were  entirely  idle.  I  should 
say  it  was  rating  the  capacity  of  the  region  very  low,  to 
state  it  as  capable  of  producing,  annually,  five  times  the 
present  quantity. 

4.  From  my  knowledge  of  the  coal  business,  I  do  not 
consider  the  incorporation  of  companies  necessary  to 
carry   it  on,  any  more   than  for  raising  grain,  making 


flour  or  iron,  or  for  mercantile  business. 


!he 


mming 


part  of  the  business  is  constantly  liable  to  derangement 
and  interruptions,  which  no  human  power  could  either 
foresee  or  prevent,  as  well  as  from  the  faithlessness  or 
carelessness  of  workmen.  What  are  called  faults  in 
veins  of  coal — that  is,  soft  places  that  do  not  yield  a 
merchantable  article — are  of  frequent  occurrence;  and 
the  continuity  of  veins  is  frequently  broken  by  the 
protrusion  of  rocks.  It  requires  frequently  considera- 
ble skill  and  well-directed  effort,  to  strike  the  vein 
again.  Mines  are  also  liable  to  be  injured,  or  even  ruin- 
ed, by  ignorant,  careless  or  unprincipled  workmen,  and 
in  such  a  way  that  the  evil  is  difficult  to  discover,  unless 
by  the  daily  inspection  of  those  wellskilledin  the  prac- 
tical part  of  the  business,  until  too  late  to  be  remedied. 
This  branch  of  the  business,  requires  the  closest  person- 
al attention  of  those  immediately  interested  in  its  suc- 
cessful issue,  to  carry  it  on  to  advantage.  Can  it  then 
be  supposed,  for  a  moment,  that  a  distant  board  of 
managers,  entirely  ignorant  of  the  business,  can  manage 
it  as  wtU  as  he  who  is  on  the  spot,  with  the  best  oppor- 
tunities of  practical  information,  and  whose  fortune  is 
probably  at  stake  on  the  scccessful  issue  of  the  under- 
taking ?  And  as  for  the  mercantile  part  of  the  business, 
the  experience  of  all  nations  where  companies  have 
been  tried,  has  pronounced  them  totally  unfit  to  carry  it 
on  with  profit  to  themselves,  without  an  exclusive  mo- 
nopoly; and  never  with  advantage  to  the  public. 

5.  To  answer  this  question  fully,  and  consider  the 
subject  in  all  its  bearings,  would  make  this  communi- 
cation of  great  length.  I  will,  therefore,  only  remark, 
that  it  has  frequently  been  observed  that  a  large  capita], 
embarked  in  any  business,  generally  induces  its  posses- 
sor to  grasp  at  and  endeavor  to  monopolize  the  whole 
or  greater  part  of  such  business,  particularly  when  the 
capitals  of  others  engaged  in  the  same  business  are 
small.  To  this  may  be  added,  in  the  case  of  joint  stock 
companies,  the  attention  that  must  be  paid  to  keeping 
up  the  price  of  their  stock.  There  is  no  way  more  like- 
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ly  to  affect  both  these  objects,  than  to  make  a  great  dia-  |  sand  dollars  have  been  invested  in  some  establishments, 
jjlay  of  the  powers  and  resources  of  the  company,  and  |  When  coal  is  sold  at  the  mines  or  on  the  landings  in  the 
of  their  ability  to  supply  any  amount  of  coal  the  market  !  coal  region,  as  is  frequently  done,  three  or  four  thou- 
may  demand.  Hence,  there  is  an  annual  publication  of  '  sand  dollars  will  be  sufficient  to  do  a  large  amount  of 
reports,  circulars,  &.c.  stating  the  amount  of  coal  tlie  !  business.  If  the  operator  here  sends  his  coal  to  a  dis- 
companies  dtsign  to  send  to  market  that  season:  the  !  tant  market,  a  larger  capital  will  of  course  be  necessary, 
amount  is  generally  so  large,  that  if  actually  sent,  would  I  8.  1  know  of  no  reason  why  individuals  cannot  mine 
be  much  greater  than  the  demand  the  previous  season.  !  and  transport  coal  as  cheap  as  incorporated  companies. 
And  however  much  the  cjuantity  actually  sent,  may  fall  ]  unless  it  can  be  sliown  that  all  kinds  of  business  can  be 
short  of  that  announced  at  the  commencement  of  the  j  done  more  economically  by  companies  than  by  indi- 
season,  it  generally  is  occasioned  more  by  a   deficiency  i  viduals. 


of  abifity  to  fulfil  tlieir  promises,  than  by  any  desire  to 
shape  their  business  to  the  state  of  the  market.  In  a 
new  business,  like  the  coal  business,  wheiethe  demand 
and  the  capacity  to  supply  it,  are  more  matters  of  con- 
jecture than  actual  knuwlege,  such  statements,  coming: 


from  companies  known  or  professhig  to  wield  immense  |  flow  into  this  b 
capitals,  and  whose  known  interest  it  is  to  drive  all 
competitors  out  of  the  market,  will  naturally  deter  pru- 
dent men  from  embarking  largely  in  the  business,  until 
the  abilities  of  the  companies  to  fulfil  their  promises, 
shall  have  been  more  nearly  ascertained.  The  conse- 
quence is,  that  they  put  off  their  purchases  until  late  in 
the  season — then  there  is  a  rush  for  coal — the  price  of 
freight,  labor  and  every  thing  connected  with  getting  it 
to  market,  runs  up  ruinously  high — consumers  are  obli- 
ged to  pay  high  for  their  coal,  and  no  one  is  benefited; 
as  the  advance  in  price  scarcely  compensates  any  con- 
cerned for  the  time  tliey  have  been  jireviously  half  em- 
ployed. By  these  means,  the  market  is  kept  in  an  un- 
certain, fluctuating  state,  sometimes  ruinously  depress- 
ed, at  others  highly  excited — injurious  alike  to  the  mi- 
ner, the  dealer,  anil  the  consumer,  as  well  as  detrimen- 
tal to  the  public  prosperity,  by  retarding  the  introduc- 
tion of  this  superior  fuel  into  general  use.  All  that 
individual  operators  want  in  this,  as  in  other  kinds  of 
business,  is  the  free  use  of  the  market,  untrammelled 
by  the  incubus  of  joint  stock  com])anies.  They  are 
perfectly  satisfied  that  the  business  will  soon  regulate 
itself;  that  if  it  is  found  more  profitable  than  other  kinds, 
capital  will  soon  flow  into  it  and  reduce  the  profits  to 
an  equality  with  others,  in  spite  of  any  efforts  they  can 
make  to  the  contrary.  And  the  public  may  rest  assur- 
ed, if  this  were  the  case,  that  the  article  would  be  fur- 
nished as  low  as  capital  and  ingenuity  could  do  it.   Not 


9.  I  consider  the  means  of  Individuals  as  fully  compe- 
tent to  supply  all  and  more  than  all  tiie  coal  that  will 
be  required  from  this  region.  Other  districts  must  be 
expected  to  furnish  a  part  of  the  general  supply.  And 
as  capital  is  abundant  in  the  country,  it  will  no  doubt 


fast  as  required,  particularly 


pitalists  are  once  satisfied  that  the  legislature  will 
not  interfere  with  their  investments. 

10.  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  consumption 
of  coal  is  increased  by  having  a  constant  supply  in  mar- 
ket; but  surely  individuals  are  as  competent  to  do  this 
as  to  keep  a  supply  of  flour,  sugar,  cotton,  or  any  other 
kind  of  merchandise.  Less  capital  than  would  be  re- 
quired to  fit  out  a  single  tea  sliip,  is  amply  sufficient  for 
the  largest  coal  dealer  in  the  United  States.  And  indi- 
viduals being  actually  engaged  in  the  business,  are  more 
likely  to  be  competent  judges  of  the  quantity  the  mar- 
ket will  require,  than  the  managers  of  a  company,  who 
are  either  engaged  in  other  kinds  of  business,  or  in  no 
business  at  all.  The  average  increase  of  coal  sent  to 
market  since  1820,  is  37,577  tons  per  annum,  and  for 
the  last  nine  years,  is  53,147  tons  per  annum.  And  the 
average  rate  per  cent,  for  the  former  period  is  86  per 
cent,  per  annum;  and  for  the  latter,  65-8  per  cent,  per 
annum.     For  particulars  see  table  annexed. 

11.  It  has  been  ascertained  from  minute  inquiry,  that 
individuals  have  e.\pended  in  this  region  for  lateral  roads, 
wagons,  boats,  opening  collieries,  and  for  fixtures, 
tools,  &.C.,  at  least  §568,500,  and  that  they  must  have 
invested  as  working  capital,  g86,000  more.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  the  towns,  wharves,  &c.  built  by  individuals 
in  the  region,  have  cost  more  than  §2,000,000,  and  that 
they  hold  60,000  acres  of  land,  bought  and  held  as  coal 
land,  which  at  §50  per  acre,  would  be  three  millions 


so  with  companies. — It  is  evidently  their  interest  that  more.  The  whole  investment  of  individuals  may  there- 
there  should  be  .as  few  competitors  in  the  maiket  as  |  fore  be  stated  in  round  numbers,  at  five  millions,  six 
possible;  and  as  they  have  never  been  known  to  be  over  |  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
scrupulous  about  the  means  employed  to  attain  their  '  12.  It  has  been  ascertained  from  an  examination  of 
ends,  every  weapon  that  can  be  wielded  by  a  powerful  j  the  Navigation  company's  registers,  and  from  informa- 
monied  aristocracy,  will  be  used  to  .attain  their  object.  I  <^ion  derived  from  their  officers  and  others,  that  there 
Let  them  once  have  posesion  of  the  market,  and  the  |  are  580  boats  on  the  Schuylkill  navigation,  used 
districts  from  which  it  is  supplied,  and  the  public,  will  ;  principally  for  the  conveyance  of  coal.  Of  these, 
most  assuredly  have  to  pay  them  for  all  their  blunders  [  512  belong  to  individuals,  37  to  tl>e  North  American 
and  failures,  past,  present,  and  to  come;  as  well  as  a  coal  company,  26  to  the  Little  Schuylkill  company,  and 
good  round  sum  in  the  shape  of  profits  on  their  invest- 


ments, 

6.  The  influence   of  incorporated   companies  with 
mining  and  trading  priviles'es,  is  more  inimical  than  be- 


5  to  the  Delaware  coal  company.  These  boats  are  suf 
ficient,  if  kept  constantly  employed, to  carry  from  450,000 
to  500,000  tons  of  coal  annually  to  market. 

13.   There   are    abount   86    colliery    establishments 


neficial  to  the  general  ])rosperity  of  a  country.  Their  j  worked  by  individuals  in  the  course  of  the  past  year, 
affairs  are  generally  managed  by  a  distant  board  of  i  There  are  several  others  lying  idle — the  exact  number^ 
directors,  many  of  whom  are  ignorant  of  the  wants  and  j  not  ascertained.  The  North  American  and  Delaware 
capabilities  of  the  country  they  operate  in.  In  this  re-  j  coal  companies  have  five  establishments  worked  at  pre* 
gion  they  have  contributed  next  to  nothing  to  our  im-  '  sent. 
provements.   No  institutions,  literary,  moral  or  religious,  (Signed,) 

have  been  originated  or  mainly  supported  by  any  of  the        Pottsville,  Dec.  16,  1833. 

companies,  yet  every  dollar  that  can  be  drawn  fi-om  us  |      ^  ^         ^        engaged  in  the  coal  tr.ade  eight  years,  and 
■"   taken  w,th  av.d.y.     If  eompame^  .-e  to^have  the     ^  .^  my  i^d'^-idual  capacity,  and  fu^  ^concuri 

the  forgomg  statement  by  S.  Lewis. 


SAMUEL  LEWIS. 


control  of  large  masses  of  ignorant  men,  without  any 
provision  for  their  education,  they  can  readily  be  used  to 
control  the  freedom  of  elections,  and  to  consolidate 
their  own  power. 

7.  The  coal  business,  like  many  other  kinds  of  busi- 
ness, admits  of  a  small  or  large  capital  being  used.  Small 
concerns  have  been  carried  on  with  a  capital  of  less 
than  two  thousand  dollars,  exclusive  of  the  price  of  the 
land.  And  from  twenty  thousand  dollars  to  thirty  thou- 


BUUD  PATTERSON. 

I  have  been  engaged  in  the  coal  trade  four  years,  and 
operated  in  my  individual  capacity,  and  sent  to  market 
from  twenty-five  hundred  tons   to  three  thousand  each 
year,  and  fully  concur  in  the  fureging  statement  by 
Lewis. 

TREDEUICK  HASS, 


1834] 
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I  have  been  engaged  in  the  coal  business  six  years, 
and  have  mined  and  sent  to  market  from  three  to  four 
thousand  five  hundred  tons  yearly,  and  am  now  prepiir- 
ed  to  mine  ten  thousand  tons  yearly,  for  several  years, 
from  my  present  opening's,  and  do  fully  concur  in  the 
foregoing  statement  made  by  Mr.  Lewis. 

SVMUEL  BROOKE. 


No.  4. 
To  the  1st  interrogatory  I  reply;  I  have  been  in  the 
coal  trade  three  years  and  do  not  operate  under  a  char- 
ter but  in  a  private  c:ip  icity.  On  the  tract  which  is  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  acres  we  have  twenty-three 
different  veins,  ten  of  which  we  have  opened,  and  all 
from  three  to  fourteen  feet  thick.  Our  present  opera- 
tion is  confined  to  the  tunnel  which  you  visited,  in  which 
we  cut  four  veins,  out  of  which  one  opening  or  tunnel  I  | 
have  sent  eighteen  thousand  six  hundred  tons  of  coal, 
and  the  coming  year  feel  a  confidence  in  siying  if  the 
market  would  warrant  it,  our  ability  would  be  equal  to 
thirty  thousand  tons  of  coal. 

2d.  To  this  query  1  cannot  reply.  My  confinement 
at  the  works  deprives  me  of  the  possession  of  that  ex- 
tent of  inform.ition  which  appears  requisite. 

3d.  The  mines  and  conveniences  for  trans])ortation 
would  have  aflforded  in  my  opinion  50  per  cent,  more 
coal,  had  thesate  of  the  trade  induced  the  operations, 
and  think  four  hundred  thousand  tons  of  coal  could  have 
been  sent  to  market  this  seasoi\. 

4th.  I  do  nut  tliink  incorporated  companies  in  any 
wise  necessary  to  the  successful  prosecution  of  the  coal 
business. 

5.  Individual  coal  dealers  are  affected  by  incorporate 
companies  by  their  facility  of  raising  money,  among  the 
directors,  thereby  giving  them  the  means  of  holding  on 
for  tlie  rise  of  market  or  of  sacrificing  their  coal  or  part 
of  it  to  lower  the  market,  and  force  individual  enter- 
prise from  the  competition. 

6th.  Incorporated  coal  companies  or  indeed  any  cor- 
porate companies,  have  a  tendency  to  depress  indivi- 
dual enterprise,  wherever  it  comes  in  contact  with  the 
extended  radiations  of  their  power,  the  financial  ar- 
rangements being  so  readily  accomplished  by  compa- 
nies as  at  once  to  bear  down  the  facilities  of  individuals, 
in  the  scale  of  comparison,  and  from  the  credit  of  com- 
panies, they  can  negotiate  their  paper  at  much  longer 
dates  than  the  most  respected  individubl. 

7th.  To  prosecute  our  operation  of  twenty  thousand 
tons  of  coal,  to  mine  it,  transport  it  nine  miles,  ship  it 
and  trans-ship  it  to  the  Atlantic  cities,  and  await  the 
market,  will  require  a  capital  of  fifty  thousand  dollars. 
8th.  The  mining  operations  of  coal  can  be  carried  on 
much  cheaper  by  individuals  than  by  incorporated  bo- 
dies, as  the  whole  operation  is  carried  on  without  an 
agent,  with  a  fat  salary  at  every  turn,  and  at  every  point 
a  lavish  waste  of  materials,  all  of  which  by  individuals 
is  narrowly  watched  and  protected. 

9.  [  consider  individual  means  of  supplying  the  mar- 
ket with  coal  abundantly  sufficient,  provided  they  were 
not  oppres.sed  by  Legislative  grants  to  a  "  chosen  few," 
the  power  of  whom  dampens  and  oppresses  individual 
enterprise. 

10th.  The  consumption  of  coal,  is  increased  when  a 
constint  supply  is  at  market  but  for  that  supply  the 
market  has  not  been,  neither  need  it  be  indebted  to 
"  corporate  companies." 

11.  1  am  unable  to  answer;  fur  ourselves  we  have  ex- 
pended forty-four  thousand  dollars  for  cost  and  im- 
provements. 

12th.   I  cannot  reply  for  want  of  information. 
13th.    I  am  uninformed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  WAGNER. 
Diamond  Colliers,  Dec.  16,  1833. 
N.  B. — Over  and  above  the    eighteen  thousand  six 
hundred    tons,    mined  and    shipped.   I  purchased  at 
Vol.  XIU.  30 


Schuylkill  Haven  and  shipped  sixteen  hundred  and  fifty- 
tons — twenty  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  tons  being 
the  amount  mined  and  shipped. 

No.  5. 
Answers  of  F.  B.  Nicho's,  to   queries  submitted  to  the 
coal  dealers  of  Schuylkill  county,  by  the   committee 
appointed  by   the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania,  to  investi- 
gate the  state  of  the  coal  trade,  &.c.  &c. 

1 .  To  the  first  interrogatory,  the  subscriber  answers: 
— Th;it  he  has  been  engaged  more  or  less  in  the  coal 
trade  from  its  commencement  in  this  region,  by  the 
opening  of  the  canal,  and  always  in  private  capacity, 
without  a  charter,  or  in  any  manner  connected  with  one; 
that  his  present  year's  operations  amounted  to  near  five 
thousand  tons. 

2.  To  the  second  interrogatory  he  says— That  about 
40  miles  of  rail  roads  have  been  made  by  incorpor.ated 
companies  without  mining  privileges,  and  that  he  sup- 
poses nearly  the  same  number  of  miles  of  lateral  roads 
made  by  individuals.  When  made,  precisely,  and  their 
respective  or  aggregate  cost,  he  says  he  cannot  say  with 
assurance. 

3.  To  the  third  interrogatory  he  says — That  he  does 
not  suppose  the  mines  now  opened  have  been  worked 
to  one  half  their  capacity.  It  is  impossible  for  him  to 
form  a  correct  opinion  as  to  the  quantity  they  are  capa- 
ble of  supplying,  as  that  would  depend  entirely  on  the 
amount  of  capital  employed. 

4  To  the  fourth  interrogatory  he  says — That  from 
his  own  observation  and  experience,  he  believes  incor- 
porated companies  detrimen'rfl  to  the  general  trade, 
and  that  they  cannot  operate  with  the  same  economy 
and  advantage  that  individuals  can. 

5.  To  the  fifth  interrogatory  he  says — That  individual 
coal  dealers  are  injured  in  their  business,  not  so  much 
by  the  amount  of  fair  competition  with  the  companies, 
as  by  their  boasting  and  promises  in  their  annual  reports 
to  their  stockholders  and  the  public,  which  deters  d  al- 
ers  from  making  contracts  early  in  the  season,  thereby 
depriving  the  individuals  of  the  use  of  so  much  capital 
and  employment  in  the  best  part  of  the  year,  and  throws 
the  press  of  business  on  the  close  of  the  year,  when 
the  public  have  discovered  the  fallacy  of  their  promises. 

6.  To  the  sixth  interrogatory  he  says — That  in  the 
abstract  he  considers  incorporations  detrimental  to  the 
public  good;  that  they  commit  acts  in  their  corporate 
capacity,  which  as  individuals  they  would  not  dare  to 
do;  and  that  they  cannot  operate  as  economically  as  in- 
dividuals, from  obvious  reasons, — numerous  agencies, 
and  the  general  waste  and  extravagance  of  mere  agents. 
To  the  second  part  of  this  interrogatory  he  says — that 
the  relative  effects  of  company  and  individual  operations 
are  very  evident  in  the  different  improvements  of  the 
places  or  districts  where  either  prevails.  Witness 
Pottsville  and  its  neighborhood,  and  Mauch  Chunk  or 
Carbondale. 

7.  To  the  seventh  interrogatory  he  says — That  the 
amount  of  capital  for  coal  operations,  like  that  of  any 
other  business,  depends  entirely  on  the  views  of  the  in- 
dividuals possessing  the  means,  and  cannot  be  stated 
with  precision — one  thousand  to  fifty  thousand  dollars. 
If  the  coal  is  to  be  sold  at  the  pit's  mouth,  by  the  mi- 
ner, a  very  small  cash  capital  would  suffice;  but  if  it 
is  to  be  carried  throu.gh  all  its  trains  to  the  consumer, 
and  wait  for  winter  sales,  a  very  large  capital  is  neces- 
sary. 

8.  To  the  eighth  interrogatory  he  says — That  he 
does  not  believe  companies  can  operate  as  advantage- 
ously as  individuals,  for  the  reasons  stated  in  his  reply 
to  the  sixth  interrogatory. 

9.  To  the  ninth  interrogatory  he  answers — That  he 
does  not  consider  the  mtans  of  the  present  individual 
dealers  competent  to  the  full  supply  of  the  demand;  but 
that  were  the  public  assured  that  companies  would  not 
be  tolerated  by  the  Legislature,  sufficient  capital 
would  soon  be  supplied  for  any  demand  of  the  article. 
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10.  To  the  tenth  interrogatory  he  answers — Yes — a 
constant  snpply  of  any  staple  aiticle  necessarily  incre;is- 
es  its  consumption;  and  that  he  believes  the  average  in- 
crease of  the  consumption  of  anthracite  coal  to  have  been 
from  30  to  35  per  cent,  per  a^num  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  trade  to  the  present  time. 

1 1.  To  the  eleventh  he  says — It  is  impossible  for  him 
to  answer  this  interrogatory  satisfactorily  from  any  per- 
sonal observation. 

12.  I  o  the  twelfth  interrogatory  he  says — There  are 
about  450  bouts  cmployt-d  on  the  Schuylkill  canal, 
about  70  of  whicii  belong  to  companies,  and  that  boats 
properly  driven  might  take  down  seven  hundred  tons 
each  per  annum. 

13.  To  the  thirteenth  interrogatory  he  says — That  he 
has  not  the  means  of  forming  an  opinion  of  the  num- 
ber of  individual  operations  in  the  region;  but  whatever 
may  be  their  present  number,  he  does  not  doubt  proper 
encouragement  would  incre;<se  them  greatly. 

F.  B.  NICHOLS. 
Pottsville,  Dec.  23,  183J. 

No.  6. 
To  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Senate  of  Pennsyl- 
vania to  investigate  the  slate  of  the  Coal  Trade,  &c. 
Gentlemen: — I   respec'.fully  submit  my  answers  to 
your  queries. 

To  the  1st.  I  have  been  engaged  in  the  coal  trade  in 
England  from  the  year  1810  to  1829  both  inclusive, 
(.nineteen  years)  and  in  Schuylkill  county  between  three 
and  four  years.  In  the  year  1830,  I  operated  in  part- 
nership with  two  others:  we  rented  mines  and  had  two 
establisliments  near  Pottsville.  That  year  we  sent  to 
market  twenty-five  hundred  tons  of  coal,  at  an  expense 
of  about  thirteen  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars,  inclu- 
ding mining,  removal  from  the  m'nes  to  the  canal, 
freight  and  toll,  and  for  making  a  lateral  rail  road  of 
about  two  thirds  of  a  mile  long,  and  partially  openiiig 
two  coul  veins,  an  addilional  expense  of  five  thousand 
six  hundred  dollars,  making  the  whole  expenditure 
nineteen  thousand  three  hundred  dollars.  In  March  of 
the  following  year  the  coals  were  disposed  of,  for  ten 
thousand  dollars,  and  the  partnership  dissolved.  Since 
that  period  I  have  been  principally  engaged  in  perform- 
ing the  services  of  a  mining  engineer,  directing  mining 
operations  generally,  for  individuals  as  well  as  compa- 
nies. 

To  the  2d. — I  am  not  in  possession  of  the  necessary 
information. 

To  the  3d. — The  mines  now  opened,  the  rail  roads, 
and  other  improvements  now  completed  in  the  coal  re- 
gion, have  not  been  worked  and  occupied  during  the 
present  season,  to  the  extent  of  their  capacity;  a  part  of 
the  last  summer  I  was  engaged  making  a  subterraneous 
survey  of  the  Delaware  Coal  Company's  mines,  in 
Schuylkill  county,  and  out  of  seventeen  openings  into 
the  different  coal  veins  in  their  property  all  of  which 
are  prepared  and  ready  for  mining,  only  five  of  them 
have  been  in  operation  during  the  present  year;  nor 
have  thesp  been  worked  to  the  extent  of  their  capacity. 
If  a  sufficient  capital  was  employed  in  the  coal  trade,  in 
that  region  and  a  demand  to  warrant  if,  a  much  larger 
quantity  might  have  been  sent  to  market  during  the 
present  year. 

To  the  4th — From  my  knowledge  and  experience  in 
the  coal  business,  I  do  consider  that  it  requires  a  very 
large  capi'al,  but  whether  furnished  by  individuals  or 
incorporated  companies,  in  my  opinion  is  not  important. 
To  the  want  of  capital  as  well  as  skill,  of  the  individuals 
who  hive  been  engaged  in  the  coal  business,  may  be 
attributed  the  numerous  failures,  which  have,  and  still 
continue  to  take  place  in  this  important  branch  of  trade. 
Individuals  engaged  in  mining  in  Schuylkill  county. 
with  very  few  exceptions,  have  not  a  sufficient  capital 
to  carry  on  the  business  upon  a  very  extensive  scale. 


To  the  5th — In  my  opinion  individual  coal  dealers 
have  not  been  injuriously  affected  by  the  operations  of 
incorporated  coal  companies.  I  think  a  beneficial  effect 
has  been  produced  by  the  extension  of  time,  and  char- 
ters granted  to  the  Delaware  Coal  Company  and 
North  American  Coal  Company  by  the  last  Legisla- 
ture. Companies  have  been  the  pioneers  to  extend 
the  use  of  this  new  article  of  fuel,  into  general  use, 
as  well  in  families  as  in  steam  engines  and  manufacto- 
ries generally.  The  companies  mentioned,  which  had 
charters  granted  to  them  by  ihe  last  Legislature  have 
not  worked  many  of  their  mines  this  year  which  were 
prepared  for  working,  consequently  less  coal  has  been 
gotten  from  them  than  would  probably  have  been,  if 
they  hud  been  in  the  hands  of  individuals;  they  have 
also  I  understand  kept  up  the  character  of  the  quality 
of  the  SchujlkiU  coals  as  well  as  refused  to  submit  to  a 
reduction  of  their  prices,  both  of  which,  have  aided  in- 
dividuals in  effecting  sa'es. 

To  the  6th — In  that  section  of  country  in  which  the 
mines  are  situ;ited,  the  companies  employ  more  work- 
men.tlian  individuals,  in  proportion  to  theirrelativequan- 
tilies.in  building  houses  for  the  miners, and  building  boats 
on  the  premises,they  employ  much  more  labor  in  making 
preparations  for  future  operations.  Generally  the  work- 

]  men  employed  by  companies,  have  constant  work  and 
are  provided  with  comfortable  dwellings,  consequently 
they  become  permanently  fixed,  and  are  more  domestic 
in  their  habits  than  itinerant  workmen,  who  generally 
speaking  acquire  such  habits  as  are  not  considered  com- 

1  patible  with  a  well  regulated  society. 

I  To  the  7lh — With  the  exception  of  uncertain  sales, 
that  could  be  effected  at  the  mines,  it  is  absolutely  ne- 
cessary that  there  should  be  a  supply  in  those  markets 
in  which  the  article  is  consumed,  the  transportation  of 

I  coals  being  a  very  heavy  item  of  account,  the  capital 
necessary  for  the  well-managing  and  the  successful  pro- 

I  secution  of  the  business,  owing  to  the  numerous  contin- 

j  genciesto  which  mining  is  always  liable,  independent  of 

1  the  first  outlay  in  establishing  the  works  will  require  a 

i  cash  capital  of   at  least  two  dollars  per   ton,  upon  the 

j  quantity  annually  sent  to  market. 

!  To  the  8th — With  competent  means  I  am  of  opinion 
that  mining  could  be  carried  on  more  economically  by 
individuals,  than  incorporated  companies. 

To  the  9ih— 1  he  individuals  now  engaged  in  mining 
are  incompetent  to  supply  the  market.  • 

To  the  10th — The  consumption  of  coal  is  greatly  in- 
creased by  constantly  having  a  supply  in  the  market.  I 
do  not  know  the  average  increase  of  consumption  from 
the  opening  of  the  coal  trade  up  to  the  present  time. 
From  the  most  accurate  estimates  that  can  be  made  the 
increase  this  year  will  exceed  that  of  the  last  upwards  of 
two  hundred  thousand  tons. 

The  nth,  and  12th— I  am  not  in  possession  of  infor- 
mation on  the  subject  of  these  queries. 

The  13th — There  are  large  and  small  Colliery  estab- 
lishments, a  single  opening  made  into  a  vein,  may  be 
considered  a  colliery.  If  openings  are  made  into  a  dozen 
veins  it  is  still  only  a  colliery,  if  they  are  owned  or 
worked,  by  the  same  proprietor,  or  proprietors.  I  be- 
lieve that  two-thirds  of  the  whole  quantity  of  coals  got- 
ten in  Schuylkill  county  during  the  current  year,  have 
been  mined  by  individuals. 

Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  WILDE,  M.  E. 
Pottsville,  Dec.  10,  1833. 


Storm. — On  the  evening  of  Thursday,  between  8  and 
9,  a  squall  unroofed  the  farm  house  of  Mr.  Abraliani 
Fackler,  occupied  by  Mr.  J.  Eshenhauer,  near  this 
town,  unroofed  and  partly  overthrew  the  barn,  and  un- 
roofed the  spring  house  on  the  same  premises.  The 
inmates  of  the  house  represent  the  above  destruction  to 
have  been  instantaneous. — Harrisburg  Chronicle. 
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GENERAL  SYSTEM  OF  EDUCATION. 

An  Act  to  establish  a  General  System  of  Education,  by 
Common  Schools. 

Whereas,  it  is  enjoined  by  the  constitu'ion,  as  a  so- 
lemn duty,  which  cann<it  be  neglected  without  a  disre- 
gard of  the  moral  and  political  safety  of  the  people: 
And  whereas,  the  fund  for  cummon  school  purposes,  un- 
der the  act  of  the  second  of  April  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-one,  will,  on  the  fourth  of  April 
next,  amount  to  the  sum  of  five  luindred  and  forty-six 
thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-three  dollars  and  se- 
venty-two cents,  and  will  soon  reach  the  sum  of  two 
millions  of  dollars,  whi  n  it  will  produce,  at  five  per 
cent  ,  an  increase  of  one  hundred  tliousand  dollars, 
which,  by  said  act,  is  to  be  paid  for  the  support  of  com- 
mon schools  :'.^/jrf.  whereas,  provision  sliould  be  made 
by  law,  for  the  distribution  of  the  benefits  of  this  fund 
to  the  people  of  the  respective  counties  of  the  Com- 
monwealth: Therefore, 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penns)  Ivania, 
in  General  Assembly  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by 
the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia,  and  every  other  county  in  this  Common- 
wealth, shall  eacli  form  a  school  division,  and  that  every 
ward,  township  and  borough,  within  the  several  school 
divisions,  shall  each  form  a  school  district:  Provided, 
T  hat  any  borough  which  is  or  may  be  connected  with  a 
township  in  the  assessment  and  collection  of  cotmty 
rates  and  levies,  shall,  with  the  said  township,  so  long  as 
it  remains  so  connected,  form  a  district;  and  each  of  stid 
districts  shall  contain  a  competent  number  of  common 
schools,  for  the  education  of  every  child  within  the 
limits  thereof,  who  sh:dl  apply,  either  in  person  or  by 
his  or  her  parents,  guardian  or  next  friend,  for  admis- 
sion and  instruction. 

Section  2.  It  shall  be  the  duly  of  the  sher'fF  of  each 
county,  thirty  days  previous  to  the  third  Friday  in  Sep- 
tember of  the  current  yt-ar,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty -four,  to  give  notice,  by  pi-oclamation,  to 
the  citizens  of  each  school  district,  to  hold  elections  in 
their  respective  townships,  wards  and  borouglis,  at  the 
places  where  they  hold  tlieir  elections  for  supervisors, 
town  councils  and  constables,  to  choose  six  citizens  of 
each  school  district,  to  serve  as  school  directors  of  said 
districts  respectively;  which  elections  shall,  on  the  said 
day,  be  conducted  and  held  in  the  same  manner  as  elec- 
tions for  supervisors  and  constables  are  by  law  held  and 
conducted;  and  on  the  day  of  the  next  annual  election 
of  supervisors  in  the  respective  townships,  and  of  con- 
stables in  the  respective  cities  of  the  Commonwealth,  a 
new  election  for  directors  shall  take  place  in  the  said 
townships,  boroughs  and  cities,  at  which  election,  and 
annually  thereafter  at  that  time,  and  in  manner  and 
form  aforesaid,  two  directors  shall  be  chosen,  who  shall 
serve  for  three  years;  the  sheriff  giving  thirty  days  no- 
tice previous  to  such  election. 

Bection  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  school  di- 
rectors,  within  ten  days  after  the  period  of  their  elec- 
tion, annually  to  meet  in  their  respective  school  dis- 
tricts, when  each  board  shall  choose,  out  of  their  own 
body,  a  president  and  secretary,  and  a  delegate  to  the 
joint  delegate  meeting  provided  for  in  the  following 
section;  they  shall  also  appoint  a  treasurer  for  the  dis- 
trict where  no  township  or  borough  treasurer  shall  be 
otherwise  appointed;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each 
board,  on  the  day  of  their  first  assemhling  as  aforesaid, 
to  divide  themselves  into  three  classes,  the  first  of  which 
shall  serve  until  the  next  tlection,  the  second  until  the 
second  election,  and  the  third  until  the  third  election 
following,  so  that  one-third  of  each  board  may  be  chosen 
annually;  and  if  any  vacancy  shall  occur,  by  death  or 
otherwise,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  board  in  \n  hich 
such  vacancy  may  occur,  to  fill  the  same  until  the  next 
election. 

Section  4.  On  the  first  Tuesday  in  November,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-four,  and 


the  first  Monday  in  May  in  each  year  thereafter,  there 
shall  be  held,  at  the  county  court  house  in  each  division, 
a  joint  meeting  of  the  county  commissioners  and  one 
delegate  from  each  board  of  school  directors  within 
said  county  or  school  division,  in  which  it  shall  be  deci- 
ded whether  or  not  a  tax  for  the  expendittnc  of  each 
district  he  levied;  and  if  a  tax  be  authorized  by  a  ma- 
jority of  tile  joint  meeting,  it  shall  be  apportioned 
among  the  several  districts  as  county  rates  and  levies 
are  now  by  law  apportioned.  Each  delegate  to  the 
joint  meeting,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  one  dollar 
per  d.ay,  for  each  day's  att<  ndance  spent  by  him  in  ti'a- 
velliiig  to  and  from  and  attending  said  meeting,  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  county  treasury. 

Section  5.  The  appropriations  made  for  the  common 
schools,  by  the  joint  meeting,  shall  be  considered  part 
of  the  authorized  estimates  of  county  expenditures,  and 
shall  be  levied  and  collected  in  the  usual  manner;  Pro- 
vided, That  no  tax  shall  be  less  in  amount  than  double 
the  funds  which  may  be  furnished  to  said  county  or 
school  division,  as  hereinafter  directed,  out  of  tlie  trea- 
sury of  this  Commonwealth,  in  aid  of  common  schools, 
organized  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act:  And 
provided  further.  That  to  constitute  a  joint  meeting,  at 
least  two  of  the  county  commissioners,  and  a  majority 
of  the  delegates  of  the  school  districts  in  each  division 
shall  be  required,  except  in  such  cases  as  .ire  hereinaf- 
ter provided;  if  no  quorum  be  present,  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  them  to  hold  further  meetings  until  one  is  ob- 
tained. 

Section  6.  When  such  delegate  meeting  is  organized, 
the  vote  on  the  question  of  msklng  appropriation  for 
common  schools  shall  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  a  re- 
cord whereof  shall  be  kept  by  the  county  commission- 
ers, and  if  it  shall  be  determined,  by  a  majority  of  said 
meeting,  that  no  such  appropriation  shall  be  made  for 
any  division  or  county,  tli  n  all  the  districts,  whose  de- 
legates voted  in  the  negative,  shall  for  that  year  be  en- 
titled to  no  part  of  the  money  appropriated  by  this  act, 
but  the  whole  amount  which  such  division  would  have 
been  entitled  to,  had  it  determined  to  m:>ke  such  ap- 
propriation for  common  schcols  by  tax,  shall  go  and  be 
appropriated  to  such  district  or  districts  in  said  division 
or  county,  whose  delegates  voted  in  the  affirmative,  in 
the  ratio  of  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  said  district.  And 
the  amount  of  tax  levied  on  sudi  district  voting  in  the 
affirmative,  under  the  present  law  for  educating  the 
poor  gratis,  shall  be  fairly  estimated  by  the  commission- 
ers, and  paid  out  of  the  county  treasury  to  such  districts, 
to  be  added  to  their  common  school  fund,  to  entitle  the 
districts  thus  voting  in  the  affirmative,  to  the  money  ap- 
propriated by  this  act,  they  shall  be  req\ilred  to  raise 
no  largertax  than  would  have  been  required,  had  every 
county  in  the  commonwealth  voted,  to  appropriate  for 
common  schools  as  provided  for  in  this  act.  In  case  a 
majority  of  the  districts  in  any  division  or  county  vole 
in  the  negative,  then  the  amount  of  tax  to  be  raised  by 
those  districts  voting  in  the  affirmative,  shall  be  fixed 
by  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  delegates  of  said  dis- 
tricts. If  on  neither  the  first  or  second  meeting,  a  m.i- 
jority  of  the  comtTiissioners  and  delegates  from  all  the 
districts  of  any  division  shall  attend,  then  those  present 
shall  proceed  in  the  same  manner  as  if  a  majority  had 
attended,  and  their  proceedings  shall  be  as  valid.  If, 
in  any  division,  no  district  shall  thus  vote  to  appropriate, 
then  the  money  to  which  such  division  would  have  been 
entitled,  shall  remain  in  the  state  treasury,  for  the  use 
of  such  division  or  counties,  for  the  term  of  t«o  years 
from  the  passage  of  this  act;  after  which  time,  if  such 
division  or  counties,  or  any  part  thereof,  do  not  vote  so 
to  appropriate,  then  the  money  to  which  such  division 
would  have  been  entitled,  shall  go  to,  and  be  divided 
among  such  division  or  counties,  as  shall  thus  in  whole 
or  in  part  vote  to  appropriate:  And  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  county  commissioners  of  each  county,  in  each 
year  after  such  delegate  meeting  may  have  been  held, 
to  communicate  the  proceedings  thereof  to  the  general 
superintendent.     Provided,  That  in  case  it  shall  have 
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been  determined,  by  any  such  delegate  meeting,  that 
no  appropriation  for  common  schools  should  be  made 
for  the  current  year,  the  acts  of  the  assembly  to  provide 
for  the  education  of  the  poor  gratis  now  in' force,  shall 
continue  in  force,  in  such  division  or  county  or  district, 
for  the  current  year. 

Section  7.  Within  twenty  days  after  such  joint  meet- 
ing of  the  delegates  as  aforesaid,  or  at  such  time  as 
such  joint  meeting  shall  fix  and  determine,  if  said  dele- 
gate meeting  shall  have  deteimined  to  make  an  appro- 
priation as  afoi-esaid,  the  people  of  the  several  schDol 
districts  shall  assemble  in  their  respective  wards  or  dis- 
tricts, at  the  usual  place  of  holditig  ward  or  township 
elections,  or  at  such  place  as  may  be  fixed  by  such  de- 
legate meeting;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  delegate 
meeting,  to  give  due  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of 
holding  said  meetings  of  the  people  in  the  said  school 
districts.  And  the  people  of  said  district,  when  so  as- 
sembled, shall  be  organized  by  appointing  a  chairman, 
and  the  secretary  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  pro 
per  district  shall  be  secretary  of  the  said  meeting,  and 
shall  record  the  proceedings  of  such  meeting  in  the 
book  of  minutes  of  the  said  board,  or  in  his  absence, 
that  duty  shall  be  performed  by  seme  other  director  of 
the  said  board.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  board  of  di- 
rectors, to  communicate  to  such  meeting,  such  matters 
in  reference  to  the  common  schools  of  the  district,  as 
may  be  important,  which  may  be  considered  by  such 
nieeting:  And  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  said  meet- 
ing to  decide,  by  a  majority  of  votes,  whether  they  will 
raise  for  the  current  year  a  sum  in  addition  to  that  de- 
termined on  by  the  delegate  meeting  aforesaid,  to  be 
applied  to  tlie  common  schools  of  tiie  said  di-strict;  and 
if  such  meeting  shall  so  determine  to  raise  such  addi- 
tional sum,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  to  cer- 
tify the  same  to  the  supervisors  of  the  township,  or  the 
town  c:  uncil  of  the  borough,  as  the  case  may  be,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  add  the  same  as  an  increase  upoT  the 
assessment  or  tax  of  the  said  district,  and  the  same  shall 
be  collected  as  township  or  borough  rates  and  levies  are 
by  law  collected. 

Section  8.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several  boards 
of  school  directors,  to  determine  the  number  of  schools 
to  be  opened  in  their  respective  districts;  to  cause  suit- 
able buildings  to  be  erected,  purchased  or  hired,  for 
schools;  to  appoint  capable  teachers  at  liberal  salaries; 
to  admit  scholars;  to  have  the  general  superintendence 
of  the  schools  of  their  respective  districts;  to  pay  the 
necessary  expenses  incurred  thereby,  by  orders  drawn 
on  the  treasurer  of  the  district,  signed  by  the  president, 
and  countersigned  by  the  secretary  of  the  respective 
boards.  Provided,  That  no  school  director  shall  re- 
ceive any  emolument,  whatever,  for  his  services,  ex- 
cept when  serving  as  a  delegate,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act;  but  shall  be  exempted  during  the 
performance  of  the  duties  of  said  office,  from  military 
duty,  or  serving  in  any  other  tewnship  or  borough  of- 
fice. 

Section  9.  Whenever  it  may  be  necessary  or  conve- 
nient to  establish  a  school  out  of  two  or  more  adjoining 
districts,  the  school  directors  from  each  of  such'adjoin- 
ing  districts,  or  a  majority  of  them,  may  establish  and 
regulate  such  sciiool";  and  the  expenses  thereof  shall 
be  divided  between  said  dibtricts,  according  to  the  num- 
ber of  scholars  each  district  may  send  to  such  school. 

Section  10.  Whereas,  manual  labour  may  be  advan- 
tageously connected  with  intellectual  and  moral  instruc- 
tion, in  some  or  all  of  the  schools,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  school  directors  to  decide  whether  such  connec- 
tion in  their  respective  districts  shall  take  place  or  not; 
and  if  decided  affirmatively,  they  shall  have  power  to 
purchase  materials  and  employ  arlizans  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  pupils  in  the  useful  branches  of  the  me- 
chanic arts,  and,  where  practicable,  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits: Provided,  nevertheless;  That  no  such  connection 
shall  take  place  in  any  common  school,  unless  four  out 
of  the  six  directors  of  the  district  shall  agree  thereto. 


Section  11.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  bo.ird  of 
school  directors,  by  two  or  more  of  their  number,  to 
visit  every  school  within  their  school  district,  at  least 
once  in  every  month,  and  cause  the  result  of  said  visit 
to  be  entered  in  tlie  minutes  of  the  board;  and  it  shall 
be  their  fiirther  duty,  to  make  an  annual  and  full  report 
to  the  district  inspectors,  to  be  appointed  as  hereinafter 
directed,  of  the  situation  of  each  school  in  their  district, 
the  number  of  scholars,  the  studies  pursued,  and 
whether  in  connection  with  manual  labour,  the  number 
of  months  in  the  year,  the  schools  that  ha\  e  been  open- 
ed, the  expense  attending  each  school,  salary  of  the 
teacher,  and  his  or  her  qualifications  and  general  con- 
duct, together  with  such  infor.Tiation  as  may  be  benefi- 
cial in  forming  a  just  estimate  of  the  value  of  .such 
schools;  and  this  report  to  the  said  inspectors  shall  be 
made  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  October  in  each  }ear. 

Section  12.  The  several  courts  of  Quarter  Sessions 
in  this  Commonwealth  shall,  annually,  at  their  first  ses- 
sions after  the  election  of  school  directors  within  their 
respective  counties  or  divisions,  appoint  two  corrpetent 
citizens  of  each  school  district,  to  be  inspectors  of  the 
public  schools  therein  established  by  this  act,  who  shall 
be  exempt  during  the  performance  of  the  duties  of 
their  said  office,  from  militia  duty,  and  from  serving  in 
any  township  or  borough  office. 

Section  13.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  schoql  inspec- 
tors, to  visit  every  school  in  their  respective  districts, 
at  least  once  in  every  three  months,  and  as  much  oftener 
as  they  may  think  proper;  to  inquire  into  the  moi-al 
character,  learning  and  ability  of  the  several  teachers 
employed  therein;  they  shall  have  power  to  examine 
any  person  wishing  to  be  employed  as  a  teacher,  and  if 
found  qualified  and  of  good  moral  character,  shall  give 
him  or  her  a  certificate  to  that  effect,  naming  therein 
the  branches  which  he  or  she  is  found  qualified  to  teach, 
which  certificate  shall  be  valid  for  one  year  from  the 
date  thereof,  and  no  longer;  and  no  person  who  shall 
not  have  obtained  such  certifiate,  shall  receive  from  the 
county  treasury,  or  from  the  treasury  of  the  common- 
wealth, any  compensation  of  his  services. 

Section  14.  The  inspectors  of  any  school  division, 
may  meet  at  such  times  and  places  as  they  may  deem 
expedient,  and  adopt  such  rules  for  the  examination  of 
teachers  and  schools,  and  prescribe  such  forms  for  cer- 
tificates,  as  they  may  deem  necessary  to  produce  unifor- 
mity in  such  examinations  and  certificates,  throughout 
the  school  division;  and  they  may,  if  they  deem  it  ex- 
pedient, appoint  days  for  the  public  examination  of 
teachers,  and  require  all  teachers  to  be  examined  in 
public;  and  said  inspectors,  or  any  one  of  them,  may 
visit  all  district  schools  in  their  school  divisions,  and 
examine  the  same. 

Section  15.  Whenever  the  inspectors  meet  together 
as  they  are  empowered  by  the  preceding  section,  they 
shall  organize  themselves  for  the  proper  transaction  of 
business,  and  each  inspector  shall  be  governed  by  the 
rules  then  adopted  in  his  examinations,  and  observe 
such  forms  in  his  certificates,  as  shall  be  prescribed  by 
the  majority  of  the  inspectors  of  the  school  division 
thus  assembled;  and  no  certificate  of  qualification  shall 
be  given  by  the  inspectors,  or  any  of  them,  to  any 
teacher,  unless  he  or  she  be  found  qualified  to  teach 
reading,  writing  and  arithmetic. 

Section  16.  The  school  inspectors  shall  minutely  ex- 
amine into  the  state  and  condition  of  the  schools,  both 
as  respects  the  progress  of  the  scholars  in  learning  and 
the  good  order  of  the  school.s,  and  make  an  annual  re- 
port to  the  superintendent  of  the  public  schools,  on  or 
before  the  first  Monday  in  November,  of  the  situation 
of  the  schools  in  their  respective  districts,  founded  on 
their  own  observations  and  the  report  of  the  respective 
school  directors;  to  include  the  character  of  the  teach- 
ers, the  number  of  scholars  admitted  din-ing  the  year 
in  the  several  schools  under  their  inspection;  the 
branches  of  study  taught  in  each  school;  the  number 
of  months  in  the  year  during  which  each  school  shall 
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have  been  kept  open;  the  cost  of  the  school  houses, 
either  for  buildings,  renting  or  repah-ing-,  and  all  other 
costs  that  may  have  been  incurred  in  niainlaining'the  se- 
veral schools  in  their  respective  districts;  and  :ilso  shall 
cause  the  same  to  be  published  in  the  school  division,  at 
the  expeiise  of  Ihe  respective  city  or  county. 

Section  17.  The  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth 
shall  be  superintendent  of  all  the  public  schools  esta- 
blished by  virtue  of  this  act,  and  he  shall  perform  the 
following'  duties: 

I.  Prepare  and  submit  an  annu.il  report  to  the  Legis- 
lature containing  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  tiie 
common  schools,  estimates  and  accminls  of  expendi- 
tures of  the  school  moneys,  plans  for  the  improvement 
of  the  common  school  system,  and  all  sucli  matters  re- 
lating to  his  office  of  superintendent  and  to  tlie  con- 
cerns of  the  common  schools,  as  he  shall  deem  it  expe- 
dient to  communicate. 

II.  He  shall  prepare  suitable  blank  forms,  with  ne- 
cessary instructions  for  making  district  reports,  and  for 
conducting  the  necessary  proceedings  under  his  juris- 
diction, and  he  shall  cause  the  same  together  with  all 
such  information  as  he  may  deem  necessary  for  the 
further  improvement  of  the  schools,  to  be  transmitted 
to  the  several  boards  of  directors. 

III.  He  shall  sign  all  orders  on  the  state  treasury  for 
the  payment  of  moneys  into  the  county  school  funds, 
but  no  such  order  shall  be  drawn  until  the  county  com- 
missioners shall  have  furnished  him  with  a  certificate, 
which  they  are  hereby  required  to  do,  of  the  amount  of 
school  tax  required  by  this  act,  having  been  assessed 
according  to  the  provisions  thereof. 

IV.  If  any  controversy  shall  arise  in  relation  to  the 
distribution  of  the  public  money,  or  between  the  in- 
spectors and  directors  concerning  the  duties  of  their  of- 
fice, an  appeal  to  the  superintendent  shall  be  made, 
who  is  hereby  authorized  to  settle  and  adjust  all  such 
disputes,  without  cost  to  the  parlies;  and  all  money  rea- 
sonably expended  by  him  in  this,  and  other  matters  ap- 
pertaining to  the  execution  of  his  duty  as  superinten- 
dent, shall  upon  due  proof,  be  allowed  to  him  by  the 
auditor  general,  and  paid  out  of  the  state  treasury. 

Section  18.  The  county  commissioners  shall  transmit 
an  abstract  of  the  accounts,  audited  by  the  proper  of- 
ficer, to  the  superintendent,  once  every  year,  on  or  be- 
fore the  first  day  of  November. 

Section  19.  Seventy-five  thousand  dollars  are  hereby 
appropriated  out  of  the  school  fund,  for  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-five,  which  amount 
shall  be  annually  thereafter  appropriated  and  paid  as 
hereinafter  directed,  until  the  year  when  the  school 
fund  shall  yield  an  interest  of  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars annually,  when  that  sum  shall  be  distributed  in 
each  year  amongst  the  school  divisions  created  by  the 
adoption  of  this  act,  in  manner  fallowing: — The  super- 
intendent of  common  schools  shall  give  notice,  in  at  least 
one  public  newspaper  in  every  school  division  within 
this  Commonwealth,  for  the  space  of  three  weeks,  of 
the  sum  to  which  such  division  may  be  entitled,  having 
reference  in  such  distribution  to  the  number  of  taxable 
inhabitants  in  said  division;  and  these  funds  shall  be 
again  distributed  to  the  diflfisrent  districts,  in  proportion 
to  the  taxables  of  said  districts,  according  to  the  provi- 
sions of  this  act;  and  as  soon  as  practicable  thereafter, 
the  saidsuperintendent  shall  cause  the  distributive  share 
of  each  school  division  entitled  thereto, to  be  paid  to  the 
county  treasurer,  which  shall  be  apportioned  amongst 
the  respective  districts  of  the  several  divisions,  accord- 
ing to  the  said  principle  of  distribution  ])rescribed  for 
the  superintendent;  and  the  same  rule  shall  be  observ- 
ed in  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  tax  imposed 
upon  the  county  for  the  same  purpose,  by  the  delegate 
meeting  hereinbefore  provided  for. 

Section  20.  All  monies  that  may  come  into  the  pos- 
session of  the  county  treasurers,  for  the  use  of  any 
school  district  or  districts  within  their  respective  divi- 
visions,  shall  be  paid  over  by  the  said  treasurers  to  the 


treasurers  of  the  said  districts  respectively, at  such  times 
as  the  commissioners  of  the  respective  counties  shall 
order  and  direct.  And  the  bond  of  a  county  treasurer 
shall  be  forfeited,  by  any  fiiihire  to  comply  with  the  du- 
tiesenjoined  upon  him  by  this  act. 

Section  21.  1  lie  treasurers  of  Ihe  respective  town- 
ships and  boroughs,  where  such  officers  are  appointed, 
shall  be  treasurers  for  their  respective  school  districts, 
and  all  monies  belonging  to  a  district  for  the  supj)ort  of 
schools,  whether  the  same  be  derived  from  appropria- 
tions by  the  state  contributions,  from  the  county  trea- 
sury, private  donations,  or  otherwise,  shall  be  placed  in 
the  custody  of  the  treasurer  thereof,  and  shall  be  paid 
out  on  orders  drawn  by  the  president  of  the  board  of 
directors,  by  order  of  said  board;  and  the  accounts  of 
the  said  board  shall  be  audited  and  adjusted  as  other  ac- 
counts of  the  townships  and  boroughs  are  directed  by 
law  to  be  audited  and  adjusted;  and  the  said  treasurer 
shall  be  required  to  give  to  the  bourd  of  directors.good 
and  sufficient  security  for  the  safe  keeping  and  faithful 
application  of  the  funds  entrusted  to  his  care, in  all  cases 
where  the  said  treasurer  shall  be  appointed  by  the  said 
board  of  directors:  Provided,  That  the  several  duties  of 
district  treasurers  in  the  cities  of  Philadelphia,  Lancas- 
ter and  Pittsburg,  shall  be  performed  by  the  treasurers 
of  the  respective  coimties,  and  iheir  accounts  shall  be 
audited  and  settled  by  the  county  auditors,  as  in  other 
cases. 

Section  22.  The  county  commissioners  of  each  coun- 
ty in  the  commonw  ealth,  shall  have  power  to  take  and 
hold,  in  fee  simple  or  otherwise,  any  estate,  real  or  per- 
sonal, which  shall  be  given  by  any  person  or  persons, 
or  bodies  corporate  for  the  use  of  any  school  division 
within  the  said  county. 

Section  23.  The  supervisors  of  every  township,  and 
the  town  council  of  every  borough  forming  a  school 
district,  shall  have  power  to  purchase,  hold  and  receive 
real  and  personal  property  of  all  descriptions,  that  m.ay 
be  necessary  for  the  establishment  and  support  of 
schools,  and  the  same  to  sell,  alien  and  dispose  of, 
whenever  it  shall  be  no  longer  required  for  the  uses 
aforesaid.  And  in  i>ll  cases  where  real  estate  is  held 
by  trustees,  for  the  general  use  of  the  neighbourhood, 
as  a  school  house  or  its  appendages,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  said  trustees,  the  survivor  or  survivors  of  them,  to 
convey  the  same  to  the  supervisors  or  town  council  of 
the  proper  district;  and  from  thenceforth,  the  said  su- 
pervisors or  town  council  shall  hold  the  said  property, 
for  the  same  term  and  for  the  same  use  for  which  it  was 
granted  to  the  said  trustees. 

Section  24.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  treasurer 
of  each  county  for  the  time  being,  to  receive  all  the 
moneys,  from  whatever  sources  they  may  arise  or  be- 
come due,  that  are  to  be  distributed  and  applied  to  the 
support  of  schools  created  under  the  provision  of  this 
act,  which  said  county,  to  keep  a  just  and  true  account 
of  all  his  receipts  and  payments,  which  the  auditors  of 
tlie  county  shall  audit,  settle  and  adjust,  in  like  manner 
audit,  settle  and  adjust  his  accounts  as  county  treasurer, 
wliicli  accounts,  so  audited  shall  ^je  transmitted  to  the 
superintendent  of  common  schools,  by  the  county  com- 
missioners, as  directed  by  this  act.  And  the  said  trea- 
surer's accounts -shall  contain  a  true  statement  of  all 
moneys  received  during  the  year,  for  the  use  of  any 
school  or  schools  of  any  division  or  district  of  his  coun- 
ty, designating  in  said  accounts,  from  what  sources  said 
moneys  have  been  derived,  and  such  accounts  shall  be 
sworn  or  affirmed  to  by  him. 

Section  25.  Upon  settlement  of  the  account  of  such 
treasurer,  if  any  balance  is  found  due  by  him,  the  tran- 
script of  such  balance  may  be  filed  in  the  court  of  com. 
mon  pleas  of  the  proper  county,  the  same  shall  be  a 
lien  upon  the  real  estate  of  such  treasurer,  in  like 
manner  as  balances  due  by  him  to  the  county  and  com- 
monwealth are  made  liens  by  the  act  o)  assembly. 

Section  26.  So  much  of  any  act  of  the  General  As- 
sembly as  is  hereby  altered  or  supplied,  is  liereby  re. 


PHILADELPHIA  EXCHANGE. 


[ApHIt 


pealed,  except  the  act  and  its  supplements  now  in  op- 
eration in  the  ciiy  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  entitled 
"An  act  to  provide  for  the  education  of  cliildren  at 
the  public  expense  within  the  city  and  county  of  Phila- 
delphia," which  is  made  concurrent  with  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  and  is  in  no  wise  to  be  considered  as  altered, 
amended  or  repealed,  except  so  far  that  the  citi- 
zens of  said  city  and  county  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
their  due  proportion  and  share  of  any  money  which 
may  be  appropriated  out  of  the  school  fund,  by  the  le 
gishiture,  in  pursuance  of  tlie  provision  of  this  act. 

Section  27.  Immediately  after  the  passage  of  this  act, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  shall  cause  circu- 
lar letters,  with  the  said  act  attached  thereto,  to  be  ad- 
dressed to  tliesheiiffof  each  county,  and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  slieriff  aforesaid,  to  publish  the  same  in  two 
or  more  newspapers  in  his  county,  if  so  many  be  pub- 
lished therein,  for  three  successive  weeks,  in  such  man- 
ner as  shall  secure  the  timely  orp^anization,  under  this 
act,  according  to  the  provisions  thereof,  the  expense  to 
be  defrayed  out  of  the  county  treasury. 

W.M.  PATTERSON, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
THO'S  RINGLANI), 
Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

Approved— TKis  first  day  of  April  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-four.  GEO.  WOLF. 


From  the  Commercial  Herald. 
PHILADELPHIA  EXCHANGE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Merchants,  Manufacturers,  Me- 
chanics and  Traders,  subscribers  to  the  Philadelphia 
Exchange,  held  at  the  Exchange,  on  Saturday,  the  5th 
April,  1834. 

.lOH.v  R.  Neff,  Esq.  was  called  to  the  cliair,  and 
Richard  Price  appointed  Secretary. 

The  object  of  the  meeting  having  been  stated  by  the 
Chairman — whereupon,  Gerard  Ralston  offered  the 
foUdwing  preamble  and  resolutions,  which  were  adopt- 
ed, viz: 

Whereas,  other  commercial  cities  have  derived  very 
great  facilities  in  transacting  business  from  the  assem- 
bling, at  a  certain  and  fixed  hour,  of  all  persons  engaged 
in  trading:  and,  whereas,  the  dispersed  locality  of  ihe 
places  of  business  render  it  peculiarly  important  that 
the  traders  of  this  community  should  meet  at  a  certain 
time  of  each  day — I  herefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  One  o'clock  be  fixed  as  the  hour  of 
High  Change,  when  Merchants,  Manufacturers,  and  all 
other  persons  engaged  in  buying  and  selling,  are  parti- 
cularly requested  to  attend 

Resolved,  That  the  persons  now  present  pledge 
themselves  to  attend  for  at  least  five  minutes  at  the  hour 
above  designated,  and  that  they  will  exert  tliemselves 
to  procure  the  assembling  of  as  many  of  the  trading 
coTimunity  as  possible. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  are  due  to 
the  President  and  Managers  of  the  Philadelphia  Ex- 
cliange  Company,  for  tlie  judicious  arrangement  and 
conveniences  which  this  building  affords  lo  the  wants 
of  the  business  community  of  this  city. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  be  signed  by  the 
Chairman  and  Secretary,  and  published  in  the  daily 
papers. 

JOHN  R.  NEFF,  Chairman. 

Richard  Price,  Secretary. 

Messrs  Editors.— I  was  much  pleased  with  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  meeting  of  Merchants,  Manufacturers 
and  Traders  in  general,  held  this  day  to  fix  the  hour  for 
holding  Change.  The  unanimity,  and  numerous  and 
respectable  character  of  the  assembly,  prove  that  this 
important  measure  is  duly  appreciated.  If  this  happy 
commencement  be  followed  up  and  continued,  we  may 


expect  the  most  important  results  to  the  trade  of  our 
city.  The  Exchange  is  neutral  ground,  where  every 
one  meets  on  a  footing  of  equality,  and  can  transact  his 
business  with  great  promptitude,  and  on  terms  of  much 
greater  advantage  than  if  he  is  obliged  to  go  to  the 
counting  house  of  the  person  from  whom  he  wishes  to 
buy,  or  to  whom  he  may  wish  to  sell  an  article.  As 
some  information  respecting  the  Exchanges  of  other 
places  may  be  of  interest  to  your  readers,  I  beg  to  give 
you  some  memoranda  of  tbi.se  I  have  attended  in  the 
coarse  of  iome  years  rambles  over  the  commercial 
world. 

New  York  Exchange  assembles  at  2j  o'clock  P.  M. 
but  is  not  fully  attended  till  c,^  o'clock,  which  is  called 
"  high  cliange."  This  meeting  is  composed  of  import- 
ing and  shipping  merchants,  wholesale  dry  goods  roer- 
ciiants,  grocers,  ship  masters,  ship  and  house  builders, 
masttr  mechanics,  and  in  short  of  every  one  who  wish- 
es to  be  sure  of  meeting  the  busine-s  men  of  the  town 
with  whom  he  may  have  transactions.  This  institution 
is  found  to  be  of  the  greatest  advantage  to  New  York, 
by  giving  unity  of  action,  and  creating  a  commercial 
spirit,  and  affording  great  facilities  for  doing  an  immense 
business  in  a  short  space  of  time. 

The  Liverpool  Exchange  is  badly  regulated — the 
hours  are  from  2  to  5  P.  M.  and  if  the  visitor  wishes  to 
be  sure  of  seeing  the  persons  who  frequent  it,  he  maybe 
obliged  to  waste  three  hours  before  he  can  accomplish 
his  purpose. 

1  he  London  Exchange  is  admirably   conducted.     At 

4  o'clock,  P.  M.  the  crowd  begins  to  pour  in,  and  by  4^^ 
o'clock  it  is  "  high  change."  At  4 J  o'clock  it  ceases, 
when  Beadles  go  round  with  large  bells,  with  which 
they  make  such  a  deafening  noise  that  the  assembly  is 
soon  dispersed,  and  the  gates  are  locked,  and  no  one 
allowed  to  enter  until  ne.xt  d.ay.  All  the  principal  mer- 
chants have  regular  places  of  resort  on  Change.  For 
example,  Mr.  Rothschild  is  always  to  be  found  on  fo- 
reign post  da}s,  on  the  "Italian  walk;"  the  Messrs. 
Baling,  Brothers  &  Co.  are  to  be  found  at  the  Column 
which  they  have  frequented  for  yc  ars.  Those  mer- 
chants who  are  in  the  American  trade,  frequent  the 
"American  Walk;"  those  who  are  in  the  Russian  and 
Swedish  trade  frequent  the  "  Baltic  Walk,"  and  those 
in  the  German  trade  frequent   the    "Hamburg  Walk." 

The  Jmaterdam  Exchange  is  also  we'l  regulated.  The 
bell  begins  to  ring  at  half  past  two  o'clock,  P.  M.  and 
if  all  persons  who  wish  to  enter  the  gates  before  the 
clock  strikes  three,  do  not  succeed  in  getting  in,  they 
are  compelled  to  pay  a  small  fee,  amounting  to  8  or  10 
cents,  for  admission.  If  any  one  wishes  to  enter  at  half 
past  three  o'clock,  he  is  obliged  to  p.ay  a  fee  of  a  half 
guilder.  So  much  importance  is  attached  to  regular  at- 
tendance on  change,  that  if  a  house  is  not  represented 
either  personally  or  by  one  of  the  confidential  clerks,  it 
is  considered  that  a  death  has  occurred  in  the  family  of 
some  one  of  the  partners,  or  that  bankruptcy  or  some 
other  misfortune  has  occurred. 

1  he  Anttuerp  Exchange  is  equally  well  regulated  as 
the  preceding— high  change  is  at  5  o'clock,  P.  M.  when 
the  gates  sire  closed,  and  to  gain  admittance,  a  fee  of  a 
half  franc  is  paid. 

'I'he  other  Exchanges  s.iy  those  of  Hamburg,  Rotter- 
d.am,  St.  Petersburg,  &c.  Sec.  are  somewhat  tlifferently 
managed,  but  as  a  general  rule  it  may  be  stated  that  a 
stranger  may  be  always  sure  of  meeting  the  principal 
Merchants,  Manufacturers,  Shipmasters,  .and  large 
dealers  of  every  description  at  these  convenient  places 
of  resort.  As  regards  the  Philadelphia  Exchange,  I 
hope  every  individual  in  the  city  and  county  who  does 
any  thin^  like  a  wholesale  business,  whether  he  be  a 
merchant,  manufacturer,  dry  goods  merchant,  grocer, 
broker,  shipmaster,  builder,  or  lawyer,  or  retired  capi- 
talist. Will  consider  it  his  duty  to  be  present /or  at  least 

5  wit/iu/M  of  each  day  at  one  o'clock — if  business  re- 
quires, he  may  stay  as  much  longer  as  convenient.  If 
every  one  having  business  to  transact,  will  make  it  a 
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rule  to  be  punutual  to  the  hour,  it  will  facilitate  transacj 
tions  and  lead  to  tlie  most  important  and  beneficia' 
commercial  arrangements. 

The  Philadelphia  Exchange  is  a  magnificent  as  well 
as  most  convenient  edifice  for  the  purpose  designed, 
and  if  our  citizens  will  make  full  use  of  it,  they  will  de- 
rive important  facilities  in  the  transactions  of  tlieir  busi- 
ness— if  they  do  not,  they  will  have  to  blame  themselves 
for  not  receiving  all  the  benefits  it  is  intended  to  afford. 
A  MERCHANT. 

April  5, 1834. 


TOLLS  ON  PENNSYLVANIA  CANAL. 

Tolls  at  Harrisburg,   i-eceived  up   to  the  3d  of  April 

gl ,  638  08. 

[By  the  politeness  of  Mr.  Hendel,  collector  at  Ports- 
mouth (Middletovvn)  we  are  enabled  to  presentthe  fol- 
lowing statement  '\ 

Statement  of  the  number  of  Boats  cleared  at  Ports- 
mouth, in  the  month  of  March,  together  with  the  amount 
of  tolls  received  daily, 


1834. 

Cleared. 

Amount  of  tolls  paid. 

arch     4 

One 

Boat, 

$0  48 

5 

do 

1  17 

6 

do 

2   10 

7 

Two 

do 

2  08 

8 

Seven 

do 

22  41 

9 

Three 

do 

6  82 

10 

One 

do 

1  26 

11 

Three 

do 

3  55 

12 

Six 

do 

33  39 

13 

One 

do 

0  34 

14 

Three 

do 

6  39 

15 

Seven 

do 

134  57 

16 

Two 

do 

130  35 

17 

Three 

do 

94  33 

19 

Five 

do 

296  11 

9.0 

Thirteen  do 

666  20 

21 

Four 

do 

45  59 

22 

Seven 

do 

197  48 

23 

Twelve 

do 

363  87 

24 

Five 

do 

154  30 

25 

Two 

do 

95  59 

26 

Three 

do 

117  23 

27 

Fifteen 

do 

391  62 

28 

Sixteen 

do 

219  96 

29 

Nine 

do 

62  29 

30 

Six 

do 

226  57 

31 

Eleven 

do 

105  06 

Amount  received  in  March,  1,3,386  11 
Harr.  Chron. 


Sbeep  RULED  Bi  Cats. — Incredible  as  this  may 
sound,  we  have  good  authority  for  saying  the  deed  has 
actually  been  perpetrated  in  this  county.  Several  cats, 
of  the  common  species,  with  their  progeny,  have  for 
three  or  four  years  past  made  an  old  stone  quarry  in 
Martic  township  their  abiding  place,  and  in  tliat  time  it 
would  seem  have  relapsed  to  the  wild  state  and  aequir- 
ed  the  ferocious  and  predatory  habits  natural  to  their 
tribe.  A  short  time  ago  some  of  them  were  seen  in 
pursuit  of  a  full  grown  sheep  belonging  to  the  flock  of 
Mr.  Martin  Herr,  of  that  vicinity.  They  soon  overtook 
it,  dragged  it  to  the  ground,  and  before  the  person  who 
witnessed  the  scene  could  reach  the  spot,  they  succeed- 
ed in  so  lacerating  the  poor  animal's  throat  that  it  bled 
to  death  in  a  short  time.  It  required  considerable  exer- 
tion to  drive  them  off.  A  dog,  subsequently  sent  in  pur- 
suit of  them,  caught  one,  but  would  probably  have  been 
himself  worsted  in  the  conflict  that  ensued,  had  not  the 
owner  come  to  his  rescue:  It  is  said  that  they  also  pur- 
sued a  small  boy  some  time  ago,  and  followed  him  a 
considerable  distance,  as  is  now  supposed  with  deadly 
intent — Lancaster  Examiner. 


From  Poulson'a  American  Daily  Advertiser. 
JAMES  COX. 

The  death  of  James  Cox,  was  announced  in  this  paper 
within  a  few  days.at  the  advanced  age  of  83.  Mr.  Cox 
was  too  remarkable  a  man  to  be  allowed  to  pass  away 
among  us  without  at  least  a  slight  notice.  His  great 
passion  was  book  collecting,  and  during  a  long  life,  he 
was  so  thoroughly  embued  with  the  biuliomania,that  he 
sacrificed  all  his  income  to  the  attainment  of  his  object, 
so  long  as  he  was  able  to  exert  himself  in  his  profession. 
He  cime  to  this  country  from  England,  when  a  young 
man.  Passing  .ilong  Almond  street,  he  saw  a  lady  at 
her  front  door,  whom  he  recognized  as  having  emigrat- 
ed from  his  own  country,  and  a  friendship  was  formed 
between  them.  Mr.  Cox  became  her  heir,  and  having 
now  a  comfortable  house  over  his  head,  and  some  small 
income  besides  that  derived  from  tlie  exercise  of  his 
talents,  he  devoted  himself  very  much  to  forming  a  li- 
brary, and  to  literary  pursuits,  passing  only  a  part  of 
each  day  in  teaching  drawing  and  painting. 

He  was  l(mg  the  fashionable  drawing  master  in  the 
families  of  our  wealthiest  citizens,  and  in  boarding 
schools,  &c.  Robert  Morris  and  General  Washington 
were  among  his  patrons.  Being  almost  the  only  pro- 
fessor of  his  art,  Mr.  Cox  found  money  flow  in  upon 
him  in  a  perennial  stream,  and  what  was  so  easily  made 
was  as  rapidly  spent.  The  book  stores,  book  stalls  and 
auctions,  were  daily  visited  in  search  of  varieties;  his 
bills  at  one  book  store  alone,  are  declared  to  have  ex- 
ceeded a  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  for  many  succes- 
sive years,  while  his  importations  from  Europe  were 
also  considerable.  Books  on  the  Fine  Arts,  when  such 
things  were  unknown  in  our  public  and  private  Libra- 
ries, were  to  be  seen  only  in  his  collection;  hence  his 
rooms  were  the  resort  of  artists,  and  from  this  store- 
house emanated  patterns  for  various  kinds  of  house 
decorations,  theatrical  ornaments,  scenery,  and  so 
forth.  Music  too  he  cultivated  successfully,  and  was 
intimate  with  the  most  prominent  professors  of  the 
art .  His  purse  was  not  unfrequently  opened  to  poor 
actors  and  others. 

A  bachelor  with  these  habits,  and  without  a  relative 
in  the  country,  living  to  his  great  age,  may  be  suppos- 
ed to  have  survived  mo^t  of  his  friends  and  intimates,a3 
well  as  a  large  portion  of  even  his  scholars;  such  was 
the  case,  and  when  the  writer  of  this  imperfect  notice 
was  first  atrracted  to  his  house  by  the  fame  of  his  libra- 
ry, within  about  three  years,  he  found  him  a  solitary  be- 
ing of  extremely  eccentric  !>abits.  His  companions 
were  adrgand  maccaw;  the  latter,  remarkable  for  its 
splendid  plumage,  its  loquacity,  and  mischievous  dis- 
position. 

Much  persuasion  was  necessary,  in  order  to  obtain  a 
view  of  his  books,  which  were  stored  away  in  a  second 
story  room,  in  double  and  treble  rows,  and  covered 
with  cobwebs  and  dust,  while  the  floor  was  strewn  with 
portfolios  of  drawings,  scraps  of  music,  broken  instru- 
ments, hour  glasses,  plaster  casts,  &c.  with  not  a  few 
evidences  of  the  inroads  of  vermin  of  sundry  descrip- 
tions. 

A  few  hours  passed  here  convinced  the  writer  that 
the  collection  possessed  great  value,  both  as  a  curious 
and  useful  library  of  reference,  and  his  exertions,  aid- 
ed by  others,  were  immediately  used  to  induce  the  ven- 
erable owner  so  to  dispose  of  the  accumulation  of  his 
long  life,  as  that  his  literary  treasures  might  not  be  dis- 
persed,but  remain  a  monument  of  his  industry  and  taste 
to  posterity.  The  greatest  reluctance  was  evinced  at 
the  very  idea  of  parting  with  these  old  companions,  who 
had  cheered  his  solitude,  and  given  him  an  object  to 
live  for.  After  frequent  casual  conversatio:;s,his  judg- 
ment became  convinced  of  the  propriety  of  depositing 
his  books  in  an  institution  where  they  would  be  kept 
together,  and  having  negotiated  with  him  for  the  Libra- 
ry Company  of  Philadelphia,  who  agreed  to  give  him 
an  annuity  of  four  hundred  dollais  for  his  support  in  de- 
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cliaing  life,  the  writer  had  the  pleasure  of  transporting 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  collection  to  enrich  the  shelves 
of  the  above  institution.  The  number  of  volumes  ex- 
ceeded _/?«e  thuiisand. 

Thus  the  Library  Company  has  been  benefited, 
while  Mr.  Cox  obtained  the  object  of  his  wishes,  that 
of  leaving  entire  his  literary  treasures  in  a  place  where 
they  will  be  appreciated,  and  where  his  name,  inscrib- 
ed in  each,  will  cause  him  to  be  remembered. 

The  passion  for  collecting  remained  to  the  last.  With  j 
his  increased  income,  he  has  been  since  an  occasional  \ 
attenderat  book  sales,  laying  the  foundation  of  another  I 
library; — had  he  lived  long  enough,  his  old  hive  would 
probably  have  been  again  filled.  | 

The  Directors  of  the  Library  having  granted  Mr.  Cox  i 
the  free  use  of  the  books  of  the  Institution,  he  was  for  ' 
some  time  a  regul.ir  visiter,  when  age  and  increasing  j 
infirmities  permitted  so  long  a  walk.  He  had  many  an-  I 
ecdotes  to  tell  of  his  books,  the  difficulty  he  had  en-  ' 
countered  in  procuring  this,  and  the  envy  he  had  ex- 
cited at  having  the  good  fortune  to  possess  that  curious 
specimen  of  typography  or  engraving,  and  his  conver- 
sation generally  ended,  with  the  history  of  some  old 
citizen's  attempt  to  purchase  or  bribe  from  him  one  of 
his  literary  treasures. 

Ihe  remains  of -Mr.  Cox  were  deposited  in  St.  Paul's 
Church  Yard,  on  Sunday,  the  30th  of  March,  and 
though  followed  by  no  single  relative,  a  train  of  respec- 
table citizens  and  neighbors  accompanied  them  to  their 
long  home.  His  monument  is  his  books,  and  by  them 
he  will  long  be  remembered  by  the  citizens  of  Phila- 
delphia, comparatively  very  few  of  whom  could  have 
been  aware  of  the  existence  of  so  singularly  eccentric  a 
being  as  James  Cox,  the  Artist  and  Bibliomaniac  His 
remaining  property  is  understood  to  have  passed  by  will 
to  the  son  of  one  of  his  former  friends  and  associates. 


It  is  settled  at  last. — We  are  told  that  the  Com- 
tnlssioners,  yesterday,  completed  the  contract  for  the 
purchase  of  the  square  of  ground,  lately  owned  by  Jas. 
Ross,  Esq.,  fronting  on  Fourth,  Grant,  and  Ross  streets, 
and  Diamond  alley,  being  337  feet  by  230,  for  J20,000. 
The  spot  selected  is  very  higli  and  airy,  and,  in  those 
respects,  certainly  admirably  calculated  for  the  pur- 
^loses  to  which  it  is  to  be  devoted — the  erection  of  a 
Court  House  and  Prison. — We  are  well  pleased  that 
the  decision  has  been  made,  although  the  selection  is 
not  the  one  which  we  would  have  preferred. — Pitts- 
burgh Gazette- 

The  Rail  Road  over  the.  Mountain,  and  the  Canal — 
The  Ebensburg  Sky  furnishes  the  following  particu- 
lars. We  publish  them  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  our 
traveling  friends  in  remembrance  of  what  can  be  seen, 
without  going  out  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  "summer 
trips." 

The  following  table  shows  the  horizontal  length  and 
the  height  of  each  inclined  Plane  on  the  Portage. Rail 
Road,  numbered  from  Conemaugh,  eastward. 

Feel.  Feet. 

No,  1,        Length,        1,600        Height,        150  00 

2,  1,755  134  40 

3,  1,585  130  50 

4,  2,138  187  86 

5,  2,620i  201  64 

6,  2,700  266  50 

7,  2,642  260  50 

8,  3,100  307  60 
9                              2,714  189  50 

10,  2,288  180  52 

From  the  basin  at  Conemaugh  to  the  Turnpike  i-oad 
at  the  Summit,  the  distance  is  a  little  over  25  miles — on 
this  distance  there  are  5  planes,  the  horizontal  length  of 
which  is  9,747i  feet,  wliich  overcome  an  elevation  of 
804  40  feet.  From  the  Turnpike  road  at  the  summit, 
to  the  basin  at  HolUdaysburg,  the  distance  is  about  Hi 


miles.  On  this  distance,  there  are  also  5  planes,  whose 
horizontal  length  is  13,443  feet,  with  an  aggregate  de- 
scent of  1,204  62  feet. 

The  lowest  grade  is  on  plane  No.  9,  which  rises  7i 
feet  the  100,  and  the  highest  grade  is  on  planes  No.  6, 
7,  and  8,  which  rise  lOi  feet  to  the  100, 


EniE,  Aprils,  1834. 

Lake  Natigatiov. —  The  Steam  Boats,  Oliver  New- 
berry, Wm.  Peacock,  Pioneer,  Ohio  and  Delaware,are 
making  regular  trips  up  and  down  this  lake,  as  far  as 
the  ice  will  permit.  None  have  yet  been  below  Dun- 
kirk. Several  schooners  are  also  plying  between  this 
place  and  Detroit.  Several  other  boats  and  schooners 
are  in  readiness  to  commence  their  trips  as  soon  as  bu- 
siness will  warr.ant.  This,  however,  can  hardly  be  ex- 
pected until  a  communication  is  opened  to  some  of  our 
eastern  markets.  Buffalo  is  still  blockaded  with  ice; 
and  we  are  informed  by  travellers,  from  that  direction, 
that  it  is  doubtful  whether  a  free  communication  can  be 
had  with  it  before  the  first  of  May. 

From  this  place,  upward,  the  lake  was  clear  and  na- 
vigable in  February,  and  has  continued  so  ever  since. 
Thus,  we  have  already  lost  over  five  weeks  of  the  best 
season  for  business,  for  want  of  a  cheap  communication 
from  this  place,  to  the  Atlantic  cities,  and,  in  all  proba- 
bility, we  shall  lose  from  three  to  four  weeks  more. 

How  long  will  Pennsylvania  remain  blind  to  her  own 
interests?  How  long  will  she  permit  such  invaluable 
advantages  which  nature  has  bestowed  upon  her,  to  re- 
main unimproved,  through  fear  of  adding  a  few  thousand 
dollars  to  the  debt  of  millions  which  she  has  already  in- 
curred in  prosecuting  her  internal  improvement,  with- 
out accomplishing  the  object  of  her  ambition.  We  wish 
the  legislature  would  pause  one  moment  in  their  suicidal 
career,  and  reflect  upou  the  prize  which  they  are  dis- 
carding. We  wish  the  members  could  calculate  and 
appreciate  the  amount  of  business,  th,at  is,  and  that 
which  must  hereafter  be  done  through  Lake  Erie.  But 
with  those  who  are  wilfully  bUnd,  it  is  of  no  use  to  rea- 
son,— Erie  Observer. 


Coal. — .\noiher  extensive  steam  boat  proprietor- 
one  interested  in  four  or  five  of  the  best  boats  on  this 
lake — has  confirmed  the  statement  which  we  made  last 
week,  on  a  similar  authority, — that  if  the  canal  was 
completed  so  that  we  could  get  the  Mercer  or  Venango 
coal,  it  would  be  used  for  fuel  by  all  the  steam  boats 
navigating  the  lake. — lb. 


There  will  be  over  thirty-three  steam  boats  on  Lake 
Erie  alone,  during  this  season,  besides  a  number  con- 
nected with  them  and  running  on  Detroit  river  and  lake 
Michigan-  Several  more  will  be  built  during  the  sea- 
son. The  number  of  schooners  amount  now  to  about, 
we  believe  over,  one  hundred  and  fifty;  and  before  the 
season  is  through  they  will  probably  exceed  two  hun- 
dred, besides  what  trade  with  Lake  Ontario  through 
the  Welland  canal- — lb. 


Our  Canals. --From  the  Holidaysburgh  Aurora,  we 
learn  that  about  30  boats  had  arrived  at,  and  departed 
from  that  place  during  the  week  ending  the  4th  inst. 
Large  quantities  of  goods  were  brought  by  these  boats, 
destined  for  the  west.  The  amount  of  tolls  received  by 
the  Collector  at  HoUidaysburg  up  to  the  1st  inst.  was 
$1200;  at  Harrisburg,  to  March  31st,  $1,638  80. 
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GEOLOGICAL  AND  MINERALOGICAL  SURVEY 
OF  THE  STATE. 

Report  on  the  subject  of  a  Geological  and  Mineralogical 

Survey  of  the  iState- — Mr.    VVorthingion,  Cliairman. 

Read  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  March  31,  1834. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  the  members  of  the  "  Chester  county  Cabinet  of  Na- 
tural Science,"  inviting  the  attention  of  the  Legisla- 
ture to  the  subjcet  of  a  geological  and  mineralogical 
survey  of  the  State,  and  requesting  the  adoption  of  such 
measures  as  will  best  promote  the  accomplishment  of 
this  important  object,  Report: 

That  they  have  devoted  every  attention  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  subject,  which  the  limited  period  since 
its  reference,  and  their  other  indispensable  engagements 
would  permit;  and  it  is  not  without  some  regret,  that 
Ihey  have  been  compelled  to  submit  the  result  of  their 
labors  at  such  an  advanced  stage  of  the  session-  Could 
it  h.T.ve  been  otherwise,  we  cannot  forbear  indulging 
the  hope,  that  some  efficient  measures  might  have  been 
adopted  to  attain  the  wishes  of  your  memoiialists.  An 
object  so  manifestl}'  beneficial  to  the  whole  common- 
wealth, and  possessing  such  an  obvious  tendency  to  ad- 
vance individual  as  well  as  general  prosperity,  cotild 
not  fail  to  receive  the  serious  and  favorable  regard  of  an 
enlightened  Legislature. 

At  a  period,  however,  when  the  representatives  of  the 
people  are  about  to  close  their  labors  and  return  to 
their  constituents,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  an  en- 
terpiise  of  tills  kind  would  be  undertaken.  To  many 
minds,  it  is  one  of  too  novel  a  character,  and  too  little 
understood,  to  meet  with  a  cordial  reception,  without 
sufficient  time  for  deliberation.  But  that  all  will  even- 
tually concur  in  its  importance,  we  have  little  doubt; 
and  therefore,  without  presuming  to  press  it  upon  the 
attention  of  the  Legislature  at  present,  we  would  mere- 
I)'  solicit  the  acceptance  of  such  views  as  have  present- 
ed themselves  to  your  committee,  with  the  hope,  that 
the  public  mind  may  be  called  to  thesubject  and  there- 
by prepared  for  more  effective  and  successful  legisla- 
tion at  a  future  day. 

The  science  of  geology,  although  among  those  of 
modern  discovery,  yet,  in  point  of  usefulness,  it  liolds  a 
conspicuous  rank,  and  in  interest,  is  not  excelled  by  any 
other  physical  pursuit.  Men  who  have  attained  the 
highest  intellectual  eminence  in  various  parts  of  the 
civilized  world,  have  devoted  themselves  to  its  culiiva- 
tion.  Either  by  individual  exertions,  or  associaied 
efforts,  they  have  been  assiduously  engaged  in  its  ad- 
vancement; and  with  but  little  aid  from  Government,  a 
vast  amount  of  good  has  resulted  to  the  cause  of  science 
generally,  and  the  promotion  of  all  the  useful  arts.  And 
can  it  be  a  matter  of  surprise,  when  we  reflect  how  de- 
pendent we  are  upon  the  earth  for  almost  every  comfort 
and  necessary  of  life,  and  that  it   is  from  tliis  source,  a 

beneficent  Providence  enables  us  to  supply  our  con- 
tinual wants,  that  a  science,  tending  to  acquaint  us  with 
its  structure;  the  position  of  its  mineral  riches;  the 
character  of  its  diversified  soils,  and  the  changes  to 
which  it  is  liable,  should  present  such  peculiar  charms 
to  an  inquiring  mind?  It  is  but  in  accordance  with  the 
natural  character  of  the  human  intellect,  to  labor  in 
a  pursuit  v.hich  embraces  such  a  vast  extent  of  utility, 
'V  i.L.  Xlll.  31 


The  interests  of  men  will  ever  maintain  a  preeminent 
control  over  their  actions,  and  in  a  great  degree  prove 
an  incentive  to  mental  as  well  as  physical  labor.  If  we 
regard  the  prosecution  of  geological  science  in  this 
light,  we  may  ascertain  sanguine  hopes,  that  the  period 
will  sooner  or  later  arrive,  when  the  hidden  treasures  of 
Pennsylvania  will  be  developed  by  the  researches  of 
some  scientific  and  skilful  geologi.st.  No  section  of  the 
Union  presents  stronger  inducements  for  engagnig  m 
such  an  enterprise,  and  no  State  coidd  derive  such  sig- 
nal benefits  from  a  full  and  careful  exploration  of  its 
territory.  We  embrace,  within  our  limits,  almost  every 
variety  of  formation,  and  may  look  with  great  confidence 
for  every  kind  of  ore,  however  valuable  or  rare. 

If  then  the  geological  character  of  our  State  is  so  im- 
portant and  iiUeresting,  what  advantages  might  we  not 
expect  to  obtain  from" a  survey,  conducted  by  individu- 
als fully  qualified  for  the  undertaking.?  Where  practice 
and  -science  would  be  brought  to  aid  each  other  in  such 
an  enterprise,  we  may  fairly  anticipate  the  m.ost  useful 
results  to  individuals,  as  well  as  to  the  Commonwealth. 
A  few  of  these  benefits,  we  would  beg  leave  briefly  to 
present  to  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature. 

We  need  onh'  refer  to  what  has  already  taken  place 
in  manv  parts  of  the  State,  to  be  satisfied  that  the  value 
of  land's  must  be  greatly  enhanc- d,  by  the  discovery  of 
numerous  treasures  which  now  lie  concealed  in  the 
bowels  of  the  earth.  Iho.se  vast  and  extensive  regions 
of  aniliracite,  which  con.stituie  no  small  portion  of  our 
wealth,  were  once  looked  upon  as  barren  and  dreary 
wilds,  unfit  for  any  of  the  purposes  of  man.  But  now 
those  districts  which  were  then  thought  altogether  use- 
less, because  they  presented  no  inducements  for  the  ag- 
riculturist, are  found  to  contain  a  treasure  more  val- 
uable than  all  the  gold  of  the  south.  Almost  every  day. 
this  important  article  is  found  in  new  situations;  and 
every  additional  discovery  brings  into  use  some  section 
of  land,  hitherto  regarded  as  entirely  valueless.  And 
while  Pennsylvania  contains  a  large  portion  of  these 
lands,  which  are  not  adapted  to  agricidtur.al  pursuits, 
she  po.ssesses  an  abundance  of  mineral  and  metalic  rich- 
es, which  amply  compensate  for  all  her  extent  of  moun- 
tainous territory,  and  fully  supplies  whatever  deficien- 
cy of  wealth  exists  from  this  source-  A  geological  sur- 
vey would  undoubtedly  develop  still  more  abundantly 
these  hidden  treasures  of  the  earth,  and  furnish  us  with 
an  amount  of  iron,  coal,  salt,  and  a  variety  of  other  ar- 
ticles, greatly  above  what  is  now  produced.  A  fiirther 
settlement  of  our  soil  would  take  pKace.  Capitalists 
and  other  enterprising  individuals  w  uld  locate  among 
us.  This  enhanced  value  of  the  lands  would  not  be  con- 
fined to  those  in  the  hands  of  citizens-  The  State  still 
holding  a  Large  quantity  of  unsettled  lands,  would  .also 
paituke  of  this  advantage.  Indeed,  it  is  but  reason.able 
to  stippose  that  the  influx  of  wealth  into  the  State 
would  be  considerable.  Every  farmer,  manufacturer  or 
mechanic,  desirous  of  fixing  himself  on  our  lands,  could 
perceive  at  a  elaiice  where  he  could  do  so  on  terms 
I  most  beneficial  to  :i  successful  prosecution  of  his  la- 
bours. .J. 

Agriculture  would  be  greatly  promoted  by  the  disco- 
vcrv  of  new  localities  of  mineral  manures.  These  arti- 
cles  are  deemed  highly  important  in  every  agricultur.il 
'  district,  and  cnnstiiute,  according  to  William  Muclure, 
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Esq.,  one  of  the  muin  sources  of  profit  to  the  cinals  of 
England.  Our  state  abounds  in  limestone  of  almost  eve- 
ry variety,  and  «herever  discovered,  its  conversion  into 
lime  and  application  as  manure,  has  materially  contribu 
ted  towards  enriching  the  character  of  the  lands  in  its 
vicinity.  Let  it  be  discovered  in  new  situations,  and  the 
same  results  will  follow.  Every  quarry  of  this  useful 
article  that  shall  be  opened,  will  add  we,.lth  to  the 
neighborhood  and  fertdity  to  the  soil. 

Besides  limestone,  we  might  \o.ik  wiih  some  degree 
of  confidence  fjr  gypsum.  Until  a  complete  survey  of 
the  State,  however,  shall  be  obtained,  it  is  impossible  to 
conjecture  with  any  degree  of  acciu'acy,  what  extent  of 
usefulness  may  be  rendered  to  the  Commonv/ealth  by 
the  discovery  of  this  valuable  product.  In  the  western 
part  of  Pennsylvania,  we  have  the  salt  springs,  from 
which  a  large  amount  of  salt  is  manufactured  annually; 
and  it  is  but  fair  to  suppose,  that  in  that  section  of  coun- 
try the  salt  rocks  are  also  to  be  found;  and  if  so,  we 
have  no  doubt  but  a  proper  geological  examination  in 
that  quarter,  would  bring  to  light  the  location  of  that 
important  article,  by  which  they  are  most  generally  ac- 
companied. In  England,  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
other  situations  where  the  researches  of  geologists  have 
discovered  these  rocks,  gypsum  has  also  existed.  Is  it 
not  probable  then,  that  the  western  part  of  our  State 
contains  this  highly  useful  mineral?  And  if  a  survey 
would  develop  its  situation,  and  enable  us  to  avail  our- 
selves of  ihe  advantages  of  such  a  treasure,  without  de- 
pending upon  foreign  supplies,  what  immense  good 
would  be  rendered  our  citizens,  and  how  gre.'itly  would 
,  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  State  be  promoted. 
Manufactor'es  would  also  be  vastly  benefited  by  the 
siirvey.  No  State  in  the  Union  enjoys  such  signal  ad- 
vantages for  conducting  this  important  branch  of  pro- 
ductive industry,  as  Pennsylvania.  Her  immense  beds 
of  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal;  her  inexhaustible 
supplies  of  iron  ore,  together  with  the  innumerable  s.tes 
for  water  power  which  her  streams  afford,  render  her 
peculiarly  adapted  for  the  successful  prosecution  o'  this 
species  of  enterprise,  and  will  some  day  give  her  a  dis- 
tinguished rank  ainong  manufacturing  nations.  There 
is  scarcely  any  branch  of  this  kind  of  labor,  which  she 
might  not  profitably  pursue.  Her  iron  ore  is  of  the  best 
quality,  and  profusely  distributed  thioughout  the  State; 
her  clays  are  well  adapted  for  the  manufacture  of 
bricks,  pottery,  &.C.;  she  possesses  materials  for  porce- 
lain and  glass;  her  quarries  supply  an  abundance  of 
marble,  granite,  gneiss,  serpentine,  and  other  beautiful 
rocks  for  architectural  purposes.  Lead,  copper,  man- 
ganese, zine,  cobalt,  ijntimony,  gold,  silver,  and  perhaps 
a  variety  of  other  valuable  minerals,  would  be  discover- 
ed, to  reward  our  labor  and  furnish  new  sources  of 
■wealth  to  our  citizens 

While,  however,  the  interests  of  the  citizens  would 
be  materially  enhanced  by  the  successful  accomplish- 
ment of  this  undertaking,  the  Government  woidd  reap 
an  equal  portion  of  its  benefits.  Nothing  coold  be  de 
vised  so  admirably  calculated  fo  aid  the  great  scheme  of 
internal  improvement,  which  has  been  so  vigorously 
prosecuted  by  our  Slate,  and  which  has  involved  us  in 
a  debt  of  twenty  milhons  of  dollars,  livery  mine  or 
quarry  that  would  be  opened,  or  every  new  forge,  mill 
or  factory,  that  should  be  erected,  would  furnish  addi- 
tional tolls  for  our  canals  and  rail  ways.  It  is  said,  and 
no  doubt  with  truth,  that  the  greatest  support  to  the 
canals  in  England,  proceeds  from  her  salt,  coal,  iron  and 
manures.  With  all  these  articles,  Pennsjivania  is  abun- 
dantly supplied.  They  constitute  a  great  part  of  her 
internal  wealth,  and  it  only  requires  the  skill  of  science 
to  develop  more  fully  their  location,  and  thus  secure 
a  fuller  distribution  of  the  blessings  they  are  calculated 
to  impart. 

The  cause  of  science  generally,  would  be  greatly  aid- 
ed by  the  accomplishment  of  a  geological  survey  of 
Pennsylvania.  As  we  have  alieady  intimated,  no  .section 
of  this  Union  presents  a  more  interesting  field  for  the 


scientific  geologist.  It  is  the  very  centre  of  our  country, 
and  is  rich  in  almost  every  mineral  product  which  can 
serve  to  enhance  our  importance  as  a  great  manufactur- 
ing and  agricultural  community,  or  promote  the  indivi 
dual  welfare  of  our  citizens.  A  suiveyofour  State  has 
been  looked  for  with  longing  anxiety  by  the  ardent  cuU 
tivatorsof  this  science  in  Europe,  and  the  eminent  men 
of  our  own  country,  who  have  contributed  by  their  la- 
bors to  advance  its  usefulness,  have  repeatedly  express- 
ed their  solicitude  for  its  performance. 

Feveral  o(  our  sister  States  have  partially  accomplish- 
ed an  undertaking  of  this  character-  But  Massachusetts 
is  the  only  one  which  has  authorized  a  survey  of  her  en- 
tire territory.  A  few  years  ago  her  Legislalui-e,  actu- 
ated by  a  magnanimous  spirit  of  enterprise,  and  duly 
appreciating  the  great  benefits  which  would  result  from 
a  scientific  exploration  of  her  soil,  and  a  full  develop- 
ment of  her  mineial  riches,  provided  for  a  geological 
and  mineralogical  examination  of  the  whole  State.  And 
availing  herself  of  the  services  of  a  gentleman  distin- 
guished for  his  scientific  acquirements.she  has  complet- 
ed the  undertaking,  and  given  an  example  to  other 
States  worthy  of  imitation,  while  a  tribute  has  been 
paid  to  science  generally,  which  will  greatly  redound  to 
her  honour. 

The  expense  of  conducting  a  survey,  even  of  our 
whole  territor)',  would  be  very  trifling  in  comparison  to 
the  great  advantages  which  would  flow  from  its  accom- 
plishment The  expenses  incurred  by  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts in  prosecuting  her  recent  explorations, 
amounted  to  only  ^2,000.  For  this  sum  they  were  able 
to  procure  a  full  and  satisfactory  examination  of  her  ge- 
ological structure — cause  to  be  constructed  a  suitable 
accompanying  map — and  furnish  a  set  of  geological  and 
mineralogical  specimens  to  the  Government,  and  to 
each  of  her  colleges.  Professor  Hitchcock,  to  whom 
this  duty  was  confided,  making  a  very  able  and  inter- 
esting report  to  the  Executive,  the  Legislature  directed 
several  thousand  copies  to  be  printed  for  gratuitous  dis- 
tribution, at  an  expense  to  the  State  of  ,g5,000.  These 
sums  constitute  the  whole  expense  incuired  by  Massa- 
chusetts in  bringing  to  a  successful  termination  thislau- 
dable  undertaking — and  for  these  expenditures,  many 
hitherto  unknown  treasures  have  been  brought  to 
light;  new  sources  of  wealth  to  the  State  have  been 
opened,  and  increased  ability  and  enterprise  given  to 
the  citizens. 

When  States,  enjoying  internal  resources  and  offer- 
ing inducements  so  much  inferior  to  ours,  are  thus  un- 
folding their  mineral  treasures,  enriching  their  citizens 
by  presenting  them  with  new  objects  of  industry  and 
enterprise;  and  giving  honourable  encouragement  to 
science,  shall  Pennsylvania  remain  indifferent  to  her 
supericir  advi-ntagts?  Woidd  it  be  consistent  with  the 
enterprising  character  of  her  population,  who  have, 
through  a  spirit  of  patriotism  and  ztal  commensurate 
only  with  their  inexhaustible  means,  expended  millions 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Commonwealth.'  It  would  be 
with  reluctance  that  we  could  hear  an  affirmative  re- 
sponse to  these  interrogatories.  We  have  too  much 
confidence  in  the  intelligence  of  her  inhabitants,  to 
suppose  that  she  will  even  very  long  delay,  to  emulate 
the  conduct  of  her  spirited  neighbor,  Massachusetts. 
We  trust  at  no  distant  day,  the  subject  will  again  be 
presented  to  her  assembled  representatives,  and  that 
some  eflicient  measures  will  be  devistd  to  carry  into 
successful  operation  the  wi^hes  of  your  memorialists. 
In  order  to  invite  their  atteni ion  to  this  object,  your 
committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution. 

Resolved,  That  the  subject  of  a  geologic.il  survey  of 
this  Stale,  be  recommended  to  the  early  attention  of 
the  next  Legislature;  and  that  the  present  committee  be 
discharged  from  its  further  consideration. 

Suggestions  to  the  Hon.   WiliTier  Worthington,  chair- 
man of  a  committee  appointed  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
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resentatives  of  Pennsylvania,  upon  the  subjjct  of  a 
Geological  Survey  of  the  State. 

1.  Sack  a  survei/  would  be  hi^h'y  advantngeous  to  i/ie 
people  uflhe  State. 

The  discoveries  which  have  already  been  made  in 
Pennsylvania,  prove  that  its  territory  is  very  rich  in  va- 
luable miner.ils.  It  is  necessary  only  to  mention  its  coal, 
its  iron,  its  copper  and  lead,  its  salt, and  its  marble  and 
limestone.  If  such  treasures  have  already  been  broug-ht 
to  light  by  accident,  or  by  imperf,  ct  examination,  it  is 
reasonable  to  infer,  that  a  thorough  geological  survey, 
combining  ihe  exertions  of  scientific  and  prac'ical  men, 
and  aided  by  the  local  knowledge  of  the  whole  commu- 
nity, would  develop,  still  inore,  the  very  important 
mineral  resources  of  this  great  cc-ntral  territory.  Penn- 
sylvania is  the  heart  of  the  United  States,  and  her  ca- 
nals and  rail  roads  are  the  arteries  through  which  a 
genial  and  powerful  circulation  will,  ul  imately,  by 
means  of  the  rivers  and  the  sea,  reach  every  extremity 
of  our  country,  both  concentrating  and  diffusing^a  grand 
vital  energy.  After  having  bestowed  so  many  millions 
on  her  vast  enterprise  of  internal  improvement,  it 
would  be  ver)'  runinous  to  stop  short  of  the  full  harvest 
of  advantage  which  may  now  be  re.iped,  without  any 
perceptible  addition  to  the  weight  of  expenditure.  U 
is  impossible  to  name  any  definite  sum,  which  would 
cover  the  geolo^'ical  survey  of  so  large  a  territory.  It 
appears  certain,  however,  that  a  single  cent,  contribut- 
ed by  every  individual  in  the  State,  would  carry  the  ini- 
dertaking  so  far,  that  it  would  not  be  permitted  to  fail; 
and  if  the  ultimate  cost  should  amount  to  ten  times  this 
conjectural  estimate,  no  money  could  be  better  bestow- 
ed, with  reference  both  to  the  honour  and  advantage  of 
a  State,  which  ought  not  to  recede  from  the  elevated 
rank  it  now  holds,  as  one  of  the  first  three  in  the  Union. 

In  such  a  survey,  no  class  of  its  citizens  is  so  much 
interested  as  those  who  cultivate  the  soil.  '1  hey  have 
long  rendered  Pennsylvania  famous  for  the  beautiful 
and  productive  fields  which  adorn  her  surface.  But 
there  can  be  no  reasonable  doubt,  that  while  the 
ploughshare  t'lrns  up  the  most  important  mines  of  na 
tional  and  individual  wealth,  it  often  leaves,  untouched, 
minerals  of  great  value,  which  the  skilful  and  practised 
eye  of  science  and  art  might  bring  to  light.  With- 
out adverting,  more  particularly,  to  the  invaluable 
minerals  for  which  Pennsylvan'a  is  already  so  nuch  j 
distinguished,  it  may  well  be  asked  whether  the  farmer 
may  not,  in  his  daily  l,ibours,pass  by  or  tread  unobserv- 
ed on  the  clays  which  might  afford  the  materials  for 
bricks,  pottery,  or  porcelain;  on  the  peat  which,  with 
due  preparation,  may  compensate  for  the  absence  of 
coal;  on  the  sands  which  might,  with  the  ashes  of  his 
forest,  be  melted  into  glass;  on  the  marls  which,  by 
skillful  mixture  with  the  soil,  might  greatlj' augment  his 
crops;  and  on  the  rocks  which,  if  well  understood, 
would  add  to  the  stock  of  materials  for  architecture 
and  other  useful  aits.  It  is  an  advantage  of  no  small 
va'ue  towards  a  geological  survey  of  the  State,  that  the 
numerous  sections  already  made  and  which  are  still  in 
progress,  along  the  extensive  lines  of  her  canals  and 
roads,  and  in  her  mines,  have  uncovered  and  disclosed 
a  vei"y  important  portion  of  her  territorial  structure, and 
htve  thus  shortened  the  labour  of  geo'ogical  examina- 
tion, while  its  results  will,  for  tlie  same  reason,  be  ren- 
dered more  certain  and  valuable. 

2.  Such  a  survey  would  be  highly  honourable  to  the 
character  of  the  Slate. 

It  will  not  diminish  the  weight  of  this  suggestion, that 
Massachusetts  has  already  set  the  example.  The  go- 
vernment of  that  State,  true  to  its  interests  and  to  its 
honour,  and  prompted  and  led  by  its  late  enlightened 
and  patriotic  Chief  Magistrate,  has  caused  a  general  and 
detailed  survey  to  be  made  of  its  territory.  This  ar- 
duous and  responsible  duty,  has  been  t  xecuted  with 
great   faithfulness  and   ability,  by   Professor   Kdward 


Hitchcock,  whose  very  valuable  report,  including  col- 
lateral subjects  of  natiu-al  history,  fills  a  large  volume, 
and  is  fully  illustrated  by  a  district  atlas.  'I  his  work  has 
been  published  at  the  expense  of  the  Government  ot 
Massachusetts,  which  enjoys  the  singular  pre-eminence 
of  being  the  first  Government  that  has  in  any  country 
caused  such  a  survey  of  its  whole  territory  (and  that  of 
no  small  e.xteni)  to  be  executed.  It  is  well  known  that, 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  the  Hon.  Steplien  Van  Rens- 
selaer, at  his  own  private  expense,  procured  a  geologi- 
cal and  agricultural  survey  of  the  district  adjoining  the 
Krie  c.-.nal — a  labour  which  was  accomplished  about  ten 
years  since,  by  the  zealous  exertions  of  Professor  Amos 
Eaton,  aided  by  able  assistants.  This  example  is  also 
without  a  precedent,  and  it  redounds  to  the  honor  of 
the  eminent  and  excellent  individual  from  whose  liber- 
ality it  flowed,  as  well  as  to  the  advantage  of  h  s  native 
State. 

Pennsylvan'a  will  be  prompted  and  incited  by  such 
examples,  and  we  may  hope,  that  when  her  own  is  add- 
ed, other  States  will  follow;  and  thus,  at  no  distant 
day,  we  may  possess  materials  for  a  geological  deline- 
ation of  our  wdiole  country — a  Herculea'i  labour,  which 
must  then  be  placed  upon  the  shoulders  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Union,  and  we  cannot  doubt  that  it  would 
be  cheerfully  sustained. 

Pennsylvania,  by  priJceeding  in  (he  enterprise  with 
promptness  and  with  her  accustomed  liberality,  may 
not  only  secure  to  herself  important  -.idvantages,  but 
m:iy  also  signally  promote  her  own  honour  at  home  and 
abroad. 

3    Such  a  survey  will  greatly  promote  the  cause  of 

science. 

Geology  has  become  a  science  of  vast  interest,  and  it 
is  ardently  cultivated  by  a  great  number  of  highly  qual- 
ified men,  in  every  part  of  the  civilized  world.  In  ge- 
neral, their  labours  are  prosecuted  either  individually 
or  in  voluntary  associations  and  without  any  aid  from 
the  Government.  Their  success  has  been  wonderful, 
in  the  development  of  mineral  treasures  of  the  great- 
est value  to  public  and  private  prosperity;  in  ascertain- 
ing the  structure  of  the  earth  and  the  revolutions  it  has 
undergone;  in  the  disclosures  of  races  of  organic  beings 
that  have  lived  and  died  in  former  ages,  and  found  their 
tombs  in  the  solid  rock;  and  finally,  in  the  illustration 
of  the  power,  wisdom,  and  benevolent  design  of  the 
Great  Creator.  In  the  prosecution  of  geology  as  a 
science,  many  men  of  the  first  order  of  intellect  are  now 
enlisted,and  science  of  every  kind  is  brought  to  bear  on 
a  subject,  which  is  not  surpassed  in  interest  by  any 
physical  pursuit,  nor  in  grandeur  by  any  one  except 
astronomy. 

To  this  countr}',  the  geologists  of  the  old  world  are 
anxiously  looking,  for  intormition  respecting  the  struc- 
ture and  mineral  resources  of  this  vast  continent:  They 
eagerly  seize  upon  every  well-authenticated  fact.  The 
geology  of  Massachusetts  has  been  recently  forwarded 
to  many  of  them,  as  a  scientific  tribute  from  this  coun- 
try, and  we  trust  that  the  geology  of  Peimsylvania  will 
follow  at  no  distant  day.  In  no  svay  could  more  honor 
be  done  abroad  to  the  scientific  character  of  our  cr.im- 
try— an  interest  which,  in  importance,  is  infei  lor  only 
to  its  reputation  for  justice,  humanity  and  benevolence. 
These  are  a  few  of  the  leading  thoughts  which  present 
themselves,  in  contemplating  the  subject  submitted  to 
my  considerat  on.  Each  head  not  only  admits,  but  al- 
most deserves  a  more  copious  illustration.  In  a  person- 
al interview,  many  additional  suggeitions  might  be  ea- 
sily and  usefully  made;  but  perhaps  it  is  not  proper  to 
extend  this  communication  any  farther,  and  it  is  there- 
fore respectfully  submitted,  by 

B.  SILLIMAN. 

Yale  College,  March  15,  1834. 

P.  S.  Dr.  Troost  is  now  engaged  in  a  geological  sur- 
vey of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  there  can  be  no 
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doubt,  it  will  be  executed  witb  faithfulness  and  ability. 
It  is  hoped  ihat  the  Legislature  of  that  State  will  espouse 
the  cause,  and  afford  Dr.  Troost  all  requisite  aid  and  en 
courag'eraent. 


BANK   OF   THE    UNITED    STATES. 

April  8ih,  1834. 

At  a  meetinjj  of  the  Board  of  Directois  held  this  day, 
Mr.  Eyre,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Offices,  presented 
the  following  report,  which  was  read.  Whereupon,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Sergeant,  it  was  unanimously 

Resolved,  That  the  said  report  be  ajjproved  and 
published. 

Extract  ffom  the  minutes. 

S.  JAUDON,  Cashier. 


The  Committee  on  the  Offices  deem  tlie  close  of  the 
first  quarter  of  the  year,  a  proper  occasion  to  present  a 
reriew  of  the  measures  adopted  by  them  in  conformity 
to  the  instructions  of  the  Board,  on  the  24li»  of  Septem- 
ber, and  2Jst  of  January  last. 

During  the  summer  of  1833,  it  became  manifest  that 
the  Executive  of  the  United  States  meditated  some  sig- 
nal act  of  hostility  to  the  Bank;  and,  accordingly, 
the  Board  took  early  measures  to  provide  against  it. 
For  this  purpose,  they  began  by  preventing  the  increase 
of  business  of  the  Bank— by  diminishing  the  time  of  the 
loans,  so  as  to  make  the  funds  of  the  Bank  more  availa- 
ble, and  finally,  in  protecting  the  we.stei'n  offices  against 
repetition  of  the  elTort  made  during  the  last  year,'to 
cause  a  run  upon  them. 

Accordingly,  on  the  13th  of  August,  1833,  the 
Board  adopted  the  following  resolutions: 

1.  liesolved.  That  for  die  present  and  imtil  the  fur- 
ther order  of  the  Board,  the  amount  of  "  bills  discount- 
ed," shall  not  be  increased  at  the  Bank  and  the  several 
offices. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  Bills  of  Exchange,  purchased 
at  the  Bank,  and  ail  the  offices,  except  the  five  western 
offices,  shall  not  have  more  than  ninety  days  to  run. 

3.  Uesolved,  That  the  five  western  offices  be  instruct- 
ed to  purchase  no  Bills  of  Exchange,  except  those  paya- 
ble in  the  Atlantic  cities,  not  having  more  than  ninety 
days  to  run — or  those  which  may  be  received  in  pay- 
ment of  existing  debts  to  the  bank  and  the  offices,  and 
then  not  having  more  than  four  months  to  run. 

This  was  the  only  measure  then  deemed  necessary 
the  Board  being  anxious  to  make  the  Bank  safe,  without 
incommoding  the  country.  So  strong  was  this  convic- 
tion, and  so  reluctant  was  the  Hoard  to  diminish  its  bu- 
siness until  it  became  necessary,  that  when,  on  the  16th 
of  August,  the  Government  Duectors  offered  a  resolu- 
tion "for  the  gradual  reduction  of  the  business  of  the 
institution  throughou'  all  sections  of  the  country,"  the 
Board  declined  even  tlie  consideration  of  it. 

It  was  not  until  the  24th  of  September,  that  as  the 
indications  of  an  approaching  act  of  aggression  were 
multiplied,  the  Board  appointed  a  Committee  of  seven 
members,  "  to  take  into  consideration  what  measures  it 
was  necessary  and  proper  should  be  adopted  on  the  part 
of  the  Bank,  in  consequence  of  the  recent  intimations 
that  the  deposits  of  the  Government  are  to  be  moved." 

The  committee,  still  unv.-illing  to  diminish  its  accom- 
modation to  the  community,  did  not  advise  any  curtail- 
ment of  the  loans,  but  merely  followed  out  the  plan 
adopted  on  the  I3th  of  August,  of  keeping  the  funds  of 
the  Bank  in  a  stste  of  activity,  and  moving  them  for- 
ward gradually  to  the  Atlantic  cities,  where  the  Bank 
was  most  vulnerable  by  the  Treasury.  They  therefore, 
on  the  1st  of  October  proposed  resolutions,  which  were 
adopted  to  the  fi)llowing  effect. 

1st.  To  extend  their  third  resnhition  of  the  13lh  of 
August  from  the  five  Western  offices  to  the  offices  of 
Burlington,  Utica,  Buffalo,  I'ittsburg,  Natchez  and 
New  Orleans. 


2d.  That  all  the  other  offices  should  likewise  pur- 
chase bills  only  on  the  Atlantic  cities.  New  Orleans  and 
Mobile,  not  having  more  than  90  days  to  run. 

3d.  To  increase  the  rates  of  buying  bills  of  Ex- 
change, 

4th.  To  restrict  the  receipt  of  the  Stale  bank  notes  to 
those  in  the  same  places  with  the  offices: — and 

5th.   To  collect  the  debts  due  by  distant  Slate  banks. 

Up  then  to  the  1st  of  October,  1833,  no  order  had 
been  given  to  curtail  the  loans.  But  all  who  are  familiar 
with  our  commerce  know  that  during  the  summer,  in 
the  interval  between  the  o'd  and  the  new  crop,  com- 
mercial operations  and  the  loans  founded  on  them,  sub- 
side. 1  his  may  be  seen  in  the  following  statement  of 
the  reduction  of  the  business  of  the  Bank  between  the 
1st  of  July  and  1st  of  October  for  many  successive  years. 
That  reduction  amounted — 

In   1823  to  1,240,436  14 

1824  to  2,119,291  31 

1825  to     131,436  75 

1826  to  3,012,258  41 

1827  to  2,215,818  61 
1828' to  1,473,926  98 

1829  to  3,258,080  lO 

1830  to  2,710,644  14 

1831  Here  there  was  an  increase  under 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the 
country  during  that  year. 

1832  to  4,722,770  78 

1833  to  8,275,694  62 

So  that,  without  any  orders  to  that  purpose,  but  in 
the  natural  course  of  business,  the  loans  had  diminished 
from  the  1st  of  July  to  the  1st  ofOctober,  1833,  §3,275,- 
694  62 — a  result  ocasioned  by  the  voluntary  payment 
at  maturity  of  bills  of  exchange  amount- 
ing to  3,808,761  00 
And  an  increase  of  the  local  loans  of  533,066  38 


Leaving  the  aggregate  reduction  3,275,694  62 
It  was  probably  in  consequence  of  ignorance  of  the 
business  of  the  country  that  the  Secretary  assigned  as  a 
reason  for  removing  the  deposits,  the  "curtailments" 
and  tlie  "oppressive  system  of  policy"  of  the  Bank, be- 
cause the  returns  of  the  Bank  showed  a  reduction  from 
August  to  October  of  $4,066,146  21. 

He  ought  to  have  seen  from  the  stutements  furnished 
to  him  that  there  were  no  curtailments  at  all.  He  ought 
furdier  to  h.ave  known  that  this  "oppressive  system" 
consisted  of  a  voluntary  reduction  by  the  maturity  of 
bills  of  exchange  drawn  at  New  Orleans  to  the  amount 
of  ^2,037,099  59 

Of  bills  drawn  at  other  places,  1,018,215  90 


Making         3,055,315  49 
And  of  a  voluntary,  diminution  of  local 
loans  of  1,010,830  72 


4,066,146  21 
This  very  reduction  in  the  local  loans  moreover  con- 
sisted merely  of  a  voluntary  payment  by  a  mercantile 
House,  under  an  arrangement  for  paying  the  3  per 
cent  in  Europe,  by  which  bills  on  London  were  substi- 
tuted for  the  sum  of  $1,046,678  60,  advanced  to  themj 
so  that  there  was  not  one  dollar  of  involuntary  reduction 
of  the  loans  at  the  very  moment  when  the  Secretary 
gave  as  a  reason  for  removing  the  deposits,  the  oppres- 
sive curtailments  of  the  Bank. 

About  the  1st  ofOctober  the  remov.il  of  the  deposits 
took  place.  Without  a  moment's  previous  notice,  the 
bonds  actually  in  the  Bi'.nk  were  withdrawn  from  it — 
and  it  has  since  appeared  that  while  the  Treasury  was 
sending  daily  and  weekly  lists,  professing  to  contain  all 
the  orders  on  the  Bank — secret  drafts  suppressed  from 
the  lists  to  the  amount  of  g2,300,000  were  distributed 
for  the  purpose  of  being  suddenly  used,  while  the  Bank 
was  ignorant  of  their  existence.     It  was  then  for  the 
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first  time  that  the  Bank  yielded  to  the  necessity  of  dim- 
inishing its  accommodations  to  the  community. 

On  the  8th  of  October,  the  Committee  appointed  on 
the  24th  of  September,  Reported  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  adopted. 

"  That  the  Committee  on  the  Offices  be  authorized 
to  direct  such  a  gradual  reduction  in  the  amount  and 
the  time  of  the  loans  at  the  respective  offices,  as  may  in 
their  judgment  be  made  without  inconvenience  to  the 
customers  of  the  bank  or  the  community." 

■|  he  Committee  endeavored  to  execute  this  authority 
in  sucli  a  manner  as  would  accomplish  the  object  of  se- 
curing the  Bank  without  injuring  tlve  community,  and 
they  accordingly  directed  a  reduction  of  the  Loans  in 
conformity  to  the  situation  of  each  office,  while  at  tlie 
same  time  the  purchase  of  domestic  bills  was  left  as  un 
restricted  as  the  state  of  the  Bank  permitted,  in  order 
to  facilitate  the  reduction  of  the  local  loans,  and  also 
provide  the  means  of  transmitting  the  proceeds  of  these 
reductions  to  the  exposed  parts  of  the  establishment. 

The  progress  of  these  reductions  will  be  seen  in  the 
annexed  comparative  statement,  marked  A,  of  the  con 
dition  of  the  Bank  on  the  1st  of  October,  and  the  1st  of 
April  respectively: 
From  this  table  it  appears  that  the  total 

amount  of  reduction  was  ^25,287,385  31 

But  from  this  should  be  deducted  the 

operations  in  the  old  suspended  debt 

at  the   agencies  at   Cincinnati  and 

Chilicothe,  which  being  settlements 

in,  or  for,real  estate.are  not  connect- 
ed with  this  movement — they  amount 

to  239,858  19 

So  that  the  actual  reduction  of  loans 

from  the  1st  of  Oct.  to  1st  of  April, 

has  been  only  5,047,527  12 

During  the  same  period  the  reduction 

of  Deposits  was  7,778,403  41 

This  will  be  more  perspicuously  seen  in  the  follow- 
ing statement: 

1833.  Loans.       Public  Deposits.     Pri v. Deposits. 

Oct  1,  60,094,202  93  9,868,435   58     8,008,862  78 

Nov.  1,  57,210,604  38  8,232,311  18  7,285,041  88 

Dec.  1,  54,453,104  67  5,162,260  63  6,827,173  10 

1834. 

Jan  1,  54,911,461  70  4,230,509  63  6,734,868  06 

Feb.   I,  54,842,973  64  3,066,561  72  6,715,312  60 

March  1,  56,167,829  86  2,604,233  62  7,343,129  93 

April  1,  54,806,817  62  2,932,866  74  7,166,023  21 


Reduction  of  Public  Deposits 
Private  Deposits 


Reduction  of  Loans 


7,778,403  41 
5,047,527  12 


During  the  same  period  the  accommodation  given  to 
the  State  Banks  will  be  exhibited  in  the  following 
statement  of  the  Balances  due  from  them,  and  the 
amount  of  their  Notes  on  hand  at  these  several  pe- 
riods: 

Oct.  1,  84,719,972  Feb.  1.         $3,211,385 

Nov.  1,  4,489,217  March  1,        2,035,985 

Dec.  1,  4,083,258  April  1,         2,195,489 

Jan.  1,  3,519,385 

Leaving  the  monthly  average  g3, 464,956 

In  the  same  period  ihe  Bank  has  purchas- 
ed of  Domestic  Bills  of  Exchange  32,788,704 

And  of  Foreign  Bills  1,882,620 

In  the  same  time  it  has  paid  its  Branch 
Notes,  which  it  was  not  obliged  to  pay 
except  where  issued,  at  Baltimore, 
Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  Boston, 
to  the  amount  of  12,691,130 


Having  thus  succeeded  in  bringing  the  funds  of  the 
Bank  into  a  state  of  control,  ready  to  be  applied  in  what- 
ever quarter  they  might  be  most  needed,the  Committee, 
in  the  month  of  March  directed  Ihe  Southern  Offices 
to  abstain  from  increasing  the  amount  of  their  pur- 
chases of  domestic  bills  of  exchange  beyond  their  in- 
comes. 

Such  is  the  history  and  the  present  state  of  the  reduc- 
tions directed  by  the  Committee. 

The  examination  of  it  will  present  the  following  re- 
sult. 
1st.  That  the  Bank  never  directed  any  curtailment  of 

its  Loans  until  the  actual  removal  of  the  deposits. 
2d.  That  the  only  actual  reduction  of  Loans  took  place 

from  the  1st  of  Oct.  to  the  1st  of  Dec- when  the  Loans 

were  diminished  g5,641,098  26 

While  at  the  same  time  the  Public  and 

Private  Deposits  were  reduced  5,887,864  63 

3d.   That  from  the  1st  of  Dec.  1833,  to 

the  1st  April,  1834,  the  Loans  have 

not  been  reduced,  but  on  the  contra- 

trary  have  actually  been  increasing, 

and   are  greater  on  the  1st  of  April, 

1834,  than  on  the  1st  of  Oct.  1833,by  353,712  95 
While    during  that  same   period    the 

Public  Deposits,    had  decreased  no 

less  than 
4th.  That  the  total  reduction  of  Loans 

from  1st  of  Oct.  to  the  1st  of  April, 

was 
While  the  Public  Deposits   had  been 

reduced  g6 ,935, 568  84 
Private  Deposits  842,834  57 
Making  an  aggregate  of 

being  a  reduction  of  loans  less,  by 

nearly  three  millions,  than  the  reduc- 
tion of  deposits. 
5th.   That  so   far  from  restricting  the 

trade  of  the  country,  it  has  actually 

purchased  from  the  1st  of  October  to 

the  1st  of  April  of  domestic  and  fo- 
reign bills  of  Exchange 
6th.   That  the   State  Banks  were  per- 
mitted to  be  indebted  to  the  Bank  an 

average  monthly  amount  of 


2,239,393  39 


5,047,527  22 


7,778,403  41 


34,671,326 


§3,464,956 


These  statements  may  be  not  inappropriately  closed, 
by  a  few  remarks. 

Up  to  the  1st  of  October,  1833, the  Bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  was  responsible  for  the  general  condition  of 
the  Currency  of  the  country.  After  years  of  eHort  and 
sacrifice,!!  had  brought  the  currency  and  the  exchanges 
of  the  Union  into  a  condition  probably  better,  in  many 
respects,  than  existed  elsewhere.  With  this  responsi- 
bility was  mingled  the  duty  of  averting  every  calamitj', 
and  mitigating  every  shock  that  might,  by  deranging 
the  currency,  injure  the  community.  It  was  for  this 
purpose  that  the  Bank  interposed  in  the  disastrous  cri- 
sis of  1825, —for  this  that  it  extended  its  loans  in  1831, 
until  the  country  could  recover  from  its  excessive  im- 
portations— for  this  that  it  defrayed,  out  of  its  own 
funds,  the  cost  of  postponing  the  payment  of  the  three 
per  cents,  in  1832, — for  this  that,  in  the  same  year,  it 
assumed  the  payment  of  the  debt  to  foreigners,  lest 
their  demands  might  add  to  the  troubles  of  a  pestilence 
which  was  disordering  the  commerce  of  the  country. 
It  was  for  this,  in  short,  that,  at  all  times  and  under  all 
circumstances,  the  currency  and  the  exchanges  were 
objects  of  its  constant  solicitude. 

On  the  1st  of  October,  1833,  the  violation  of  the  char- 
ter of  the  Bank  put  an  end  to  all  that  responsibility. 
On  that  day,  tiie  Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  a  com- 
ponent part  of  the  financial  system  established  by  Con- 
gress, in  which  the  public  revenue  was  to  sustain  the 
public  currency,  ceased  to  exist.  It  became  the  pro- 
perty of  its  stockholders — and  whether  tliat  property 
should  continue  to  be  lent,  or  should  be  rcc.-dled  from 
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the  borrowers  in  greater  or  less  proportions,  was  a  mat- 
ter for  them,  and  for  them  alone,  to  decide.  If,  there- 
fore, in  the  effort  to  sustain  its  credit,  the  Directors  of 
the  Bank  had  reduced  its  loans  more  rapidly  than  con 
sisted  with  public  convenience,  the  repro;ich  should  be 
on  the  aggressors  who  had  made  this  act  of  self-defence 
necessary. 

It  has  indeed  been  asserted,  that  the  Bank  has  made 
oppressive  curtailments;  and  the  motives  ascribed  for 
them  are  unkindness  to  the  Executive,  and  a  desire  to 
extort  from  public  suffering  a  continuance  of  its  charter. 
Nothing  can  be  more  groundless  than  the  allegation, 
except  the  causes  assigned  for  it.  So  far  from  making 
any  unnecessary  curtailments,  it  has  been  seen  that  the 
Bank  has  made  the  least  possible  reduction,  consistent 
with  its  own  security,  'i'rue  it  is,  that  since  the  Bank 
refused  to  permit  the  political  interference  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive officers,  it  has  been  the  object  of  embittered 
hostility;  and  equally  true  that  this  very  removal  of  the 
deposits  was  declared,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury who  refused  to  make  it,  to  be  a  "vindictive"  act 
against  the  institution.  But  these  are  feelings  which  the 
Directors  of  the  Bank  cannot  possibly  reciprocate.  Nor 
would  they  deem  so  meanly  of  the  spirit  and  intelligence 
of  their  countrymen,  as  to  believe  that  they  would  be 
driven  to  support  what  their  judgments  disapproved  by 
any  inconveniences  which  the  Bank  could  occasion. 
So  far  from  having  the  remotest  wish  to  cause  such  suf- 
ferings, the  Bank,  if  it  has  erred,  has  erred  on  the  gen- 
tler side  of  looking  less  to  its  own  interests  than  to  those 
of  the  country.  For  that  extreme  forbearance,  howev- 
er, it  finds  an  adequate  justification  in  the  extraordina- 
ry position  in  which  the  country  is  now  placed. 

The  violation  of  the  laws  committed  by  the  Execu- 
tive, is  of  itself  calculated,  by  destroying  confidence, 
and  breaking  down  the  established  currency,  to  afflict 
and  convulse  the  country.  In  such  a  crisis  the  Bank, 
unwilling  to  aggravate  these  evils,  has  foreborne  to 
press  its  claims,  but  constantly  endeavored  to  mitigate 
the  severity  of  the  injuries  inflicted  on  the  community. 
It  will  still  continue  to  do  so,  whenever  it  can  be  done 
with  safety.  But  that  safety  is  its  first  duty  and  must  be 
its  chief  care. 
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No.  7. 
Answer  of  Volney  B.  Palmer,  of  the  Borough  of  Potts- 
ville,  Schuylkill  county,  to  "  Queries  submitted   to 
tlie  Coal   Dealers  of  Schuylkill  county,  by  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvani;*,  to 
investigate  the  state  of  the  Coal  Trade,  &.C.  &c. 
To  Query  1. — I  have  been  engaged  in  the  coal  trade 
about  two  years— do  not  operate  under  a  charter,  but 
in  my  private  capacity.     In   the  season   of  1832  (last 
season)  I  mined  and  sold  upwards  ofone  thousand,  one 
hundred  tons;  the  present   season,  (1833 )  upwards  of 
one  thousand,  three  hundred  tons.      Mad  there  been  a 
demand,  the  present  season,  equal  to  that  of  1832,  my 
mines  were  in  such  preparation,  that  I  could  have  sup- 
plied five  times  the  amount  of  my  actual  operations. 
To  the  2-— -Thirty- eight  miles  of  rail 
roads  made  by  companies  not  bav- 
in   mining   privileges.  Estimate  $355,000 
29|  miles  of  lateral  road   made   bv 

individuals  '  64,650 

1,054  waggons  belonging  to  individ- 
uals, 76,920 
512  boats  and  horses  b'jionging  to  in- 
dividuals;                                             S500       256,000 
100  Collieries  belonging  to  individu- 
als,   including   drift    wagons,    fix- 
tures, tools,  &c.                                   $2000       200,000 
60,000  acres  of  coal  land,                          jS50   3,000,000 


Towns,  wharves,  &c.,  built  by  indi- 
viduals. 
Working  capital  of  100  Collieries, 

Total  individual  investments. 


2,000,000 
100,000 


$5,697,570 


One  mile  of  lateral  road  made  by 
companies,  having  mining  privi- 
leges. Cost  $3,000 

37  boats,  for  the  most  part  old  ones, 

owned  by  the  N.  Am.  company,  worth    5,000 

5  boats  owned  by  the  Del.  company,  $500    2,500 

$10,500 

To  the  3. — The  mines  now  opened,  and  the  rail- 
roads and  other  improvements  now  completed  in  the 
region  have  not  been  worked  and  occupied  during  the 
present  season  to  the  extent  of  their  capacity.  They 
were  capable  of  producing  more  than  double  the  quan- 
tity. 

To  the  4. — From  my  knowledge  and  experience  in 
the  coal  business,  !  consider  tlie  incorporation  of  com- 
panies not  only  unnecessary  to  its  successful  prosecu- 
tion, but  positively  and  absolutely  injurious. 

To  the  5. — The  acts  and  operations  of  incorporated 
coal  companies,  affect  individual  coal  dealers,  by  pro- 
ducing sudden  and  extraordin.^ry  fluctuations  of  the 
market.  By  raising  freights  and  wages  of  miners  and 
labourers,  at  certain  seasons,  beyond  a  fair  and  reason- 
able price,  especially  when  they  wish  to  make  a  display 
of  a  large  quantity  of  coal  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
their  stock.  By  discharging  their  hands  in  the  winter 
season,  which  causes  much  distress  by  depriving  thera 
of  the  daily  employment  upon  which  they  depend  for 
their  daily  support,  and  who  in  some  instances,  with 
their  dependent  families,  become  chargeable  upon  the 
community  of  individual  coal  dealers  and  others  for 
subsistence. 

The  effect  produced  by  the  extension  of  time  and 
charters  granted  to  certain  companies  by  the  last  Leg- 
islature, has  been  to  discourage  individual  coal  dealers 
from  making  additional  improvements  and  investments, 
apprehending  that  if  such  new  policy  and  course  be 
adopted  and  pursued  by  the  Legislature,  that  they  will 
be  compelled  to  leave  their  homes  and  improvements  to 
the  inevitable  result  attending  a  system  of  monopoly, 
such  as  has  ever,  and  will  ever  prostrate  the  hopes  and 
prospects  of  individual  capitalists,  who  cannot  compete 
with  companies,  which  not  only  have  exclusive  privi- 
leges, but  whose  object  is,  not  to  make  a  profit  by  a 
fair  and  regular  business,  but  to  specidate  in  stock. 

'l"o  the  6. — The  effect  of  incorporated  companies 
upon  the  gencial  prosperity  of  the  country  may  be 
compared  to  the  dominion  of  despotism  and  tyranny, 
usurping  the  rights  and  trampling  upon  the  liberties  of 
the  people.  It  is,  in  *hort,  agreeably  to  my  view  of  the 
subject,  an  odious  aristocracy,  claiming  a  right  to  exist 
in  a  free  country  "according  to  law." 

As  a  population  or  community  of  s'aves,  differs  from 
that  of  freemen,  so  does  a  populati(m  or  community 
growing  up  under  such  companies  differ  from  that  cre- 
ated by  individual  cperators,  A  comparative  view  of 
the  moral  and  physical  strength  and  adv.incement  of 
towns  existing  in  the  coal  region  under  tlie  respective 
operators,  may  be  easily  determined  by  personal  obser- 
vaiion,  and  conclusively  demonstrated  by  reference  to 
the  statistics  of  our  country. 

To  the  7.— In  the  present  state  of  improvements  in 
the  coal  region,  the  same  amount  of  capital  which  would 
be  requisite  to  a  proper  and  successful  prosecution  of 
the  bus  ness  of  a  farmer,  a  wood  dealer,  a  merchant,  or 
mechanic,  is  requisite  and  sufficient  for  a  proper  and 
successful  pi-osecution  of  the  coal  business. 

To  the  8 — I'he  mining  and  transportation  of  coal 
can  be  carried  on  more  economically  by  individuals 
than  by  incorporated  companies. 
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To  the  9- — I  do  consider  the  means  of  individual  coal 
dealers  in  the  region  fully  competent  to  supply  the  mar- 
ket. Individual  coal  dealers  can  now  as  readdy  supply 
the  demand  for  luel  by  their  operations,  as  individual 
wood  dealers  have  heretofore  done,  prior  to  the  intro- 
di-ction  of  coal  as  a  fuel. 

To  the  10. —  I  he  consumption  of  coal  is  undoubtedly 
increased  by  having  a  constant  supply  in  market. 

The  average  rate  of  increase  of  the  coal  trade  for  the 
last  thirteen  years,  is  thirteen  thousand,  five  hundred 
and  seventy-seven  tons  per  annum,  or  eighty  six  per 
cent,  per  annum. 

To,  the  11. — 1  suppose  that  the  amount  of  capital  in- 
vested by  individuals  in  the  coal  business  and  improve- 
ments connected  therewith  e.\ceeds  five  and  a  half  mil- 
lions of  dollars. 

To  the  12. — The  number  of  boats  now  used  in  the 
coal  trade  on  the  Schuylkill  navigation  by  individuals  is 
five  hundred  and  twelve,  and  by  companies  sixty-eight, 
capable  of  sending  to  market  yearly  four  hundred  and 
seventy-five  thousand  tons. 

To  the  13. — There  are  about  one  hundred  colliery  es- 
tablishments now  worked  by  individuals  in  the  coal  re- 
gion and  four  or  five  by  incorporated  companies. 
Very  respectfully, 

VOLNEY  B.   PALMER. 

Pottsville,  Pennsylvania,  Nov.  1833. 
No.  8. 
In  answer  to  the  queries  submitted  to  the  coal  dealers  of 

Schuylkill  countj',  by  the  committee  appointed  by 

the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania,  to  investigate  the  state 

of  the  coal  trade,  &c.  Sec,  the  following  is  respect- 
fully submitted: 

Query  1. — "How  long  have  you  been  engaged  in  the 
coal  trade  ?" 

Twenty-eight  years — twenty-one  in  England,  and  the 
last  seven  in  the  vicinity  of  Pottsville,  Schuylkill 
county. 

"  Do  you  operate  under  a  charter,  or  in  your  private 
capacity  ?" 

Under  a  charter,  as  mine  agent  for  the  North  Ame- 
rica coal  company. 

"  State  generally  the  extent  of  your  operations,  with 
such  particulars  as  you  may  deem  pertinent  to  the  in- 
quiry before  the  commiitee." 

With  respect  to  the  extent  of  the  operations  in  -the 
North  America  coal  company's  work,  there  are  six 
drifts  open  and  in  working  order,  above  water  level; 
the  average  amount  of  coal  shipped  annually  from  these 
drifts  is  about  twenty-five  thousand  tons,  and  the  num- 
ber of  hands  employed  in  and  about  the  mines  is  one 
hundred,  and  the  number  of  souls  immediately  depend- 
ing on  these  works  is  three  hundred  and  twenty-eight, 
inasmuch  as  most  of  the  men  have  families.  But  as,  in 
the  nature  of  things,  the  coal  must  soon  be  exhausted 
above  water  level,  in  this  coal  ba!.in,*  it  became  neces- 
sary to  try  an  experiment,  by  sinking  below  water  level. 
The  company  accordingly  directed  that  a  shaft  should 
be  sunk,  which  was  done,  to  which  another  has  been 
added,  about  twice  as  deep  as  the  first;  but  to  operate 
on  this  principle  required  an  engine,  which  has  been 
furnished — The  cost  of  the  engine,  together  with  sink- 
ing shafts,  &c.,  is  about  ten  thousand  dollars.  The 
success  of  the  experiment,  so  far,  has  fully  gratified  all 
reasonable  expectation.  But  in  order  to  form  a  correct 
judgment  of  the  expense  and  uncertainty  of  mining 
operations,  and  consequently  of  the  propriety  of  grant- 
ing certain  privileges  to  those  who  are  occupied  inthem, 
it  ought  to  be  remarked,  that  there  is  great  irregularity 
in  the  coal  veins,  and  that  faults  are  of  frequent  occur- 
rence in  all  thoic  which  have  hitherto  been  opened; 
these  faults  have  to  be  cut  through  at  considerable  ex- 
pense, and  at  an  absolute  loss,  making  a  considerable 
draw-back  on  the  profits  arising  from  the  business. 

•  It  ought  to  be  understood  that  the  Mahanoy  coal 
basin,  and  this  are  two  distinct  coal  formations. 


Query  2.  Not  having  sufficient  data  at  hand  to  furnish 
a  coirect  answer  to  this  query,  I  omit  it.  I  presume  it 
will  be  answered  by  others,  who  have  more  time  to  pro- 
cure the  necessary  data. 

Query  3.  "  Have  the  mines  now  opened,  and  the  rail- 
roads and  other  improvements  completed  in  the  region, 
been  worked  and  occupied  during  the  present  season, 
to  the  extent  of  their  capacity?" 

I  incline  to  the  opinion  they  have  not. 

"If  not,  what  amount  of  coal,  in  your  opinion,  are 
they  capable  of  sending  to  market  yearly  .■"' 

It  is  impossible  to  give  a  correct  answer  to  this  part  of 
the  question,  without  a  knowledge  of  each  vein,  the  ex- 
tent of  each  coal  bed, and  a  thorough  examination  of  each, 
in  order  to  ascertain  the  number  of  hands  that  could  be 
employed  in  mining  the  coal — a  knowledge,  this,  which 
no  person  in  Schuylkill  county  possesses,  inasmuch  as 
the  needful  investigation  has  not  been  made;  and  fur- 
ther, if  this  knowledge  were  attained,  none  but  a.  practi- 
cal man  could  apply  it.  It  should  be  kept  distinctly  in 
view,  that  every  thing  in  relation  to  mining  operations 
in  this  county,  is  yet  in  its  incipient  stage. 

Query  4. — "  From  your  knowledge  and  experience 
in  the  coal  business,  do  you  consider  the  incorporation 
of  companies  necessary  to  its  successful  prosecution?" 

Most  certainly  I  do;  for  which  I  assign  the  following 
reasons: 

r.  The  expense  of  mining,  on  the  present  principle 
of  working  above  water  level,  is  great. 

II.  The  expense  of  operating  must  soon  of  necessity 
be  vastly  increased,  by  having  to  sink  below  water 
level. 

HI-  The  uncertainty  of  success  attendant  on  mining 
operations  is  so  great,  as  to  occasion  considerable  risk 
to  the  capital  vested  in  it. 

IV.  As  the  knowledge  of  mining  is  very  limited  in 
the  community,  it  is  therefore  extremely  doubtful 
whether  individuals  of  sufficient  capital  can  be  found, 
who  would  be  willing  to  hazard  so  much  in  the  enter- 
prise as  would  give  permanency  and  stability  to  the 
mining  interests. 

V.  But  a  company,  chartered  with  certain  rights  and 
privileges,  individually  risk  much  less,  and  in  the  event 
of  loss  or  failure  of  success,  are  not  reduced  to  poverty, 
because  their  all  is  not  embarked  in  the  enterprise. 

These  are  some  of  the  reasons  why  I  think  it  neces- 
sary that  companies  should  be  incorporated. 

Query  5. — "  IIow  are  individual  coal  dealers  affected 
by  the  ads  and  operations  of  incorporated  coal  compa- 

I  should  say  beneficially:  For,  1st,  the  amount  of  capi- 
tal vested  in  the  coal  business,  by  companies,  is  such  as, 
2d,  to  give  confidence  to  the  public,  that  an  effort  will 
be  made  to  furnish  coal  sufficient  for  home  consump- 
tion and  all  foreign  demand,  which,  3d,  will  tend  to 
bring  the  article  into  more  general  use;  for  prepara- 
tions to  burn  coal  being  attended  with  some  expense, 
many  families  and  manufactories,  and  other  large 
establishments,  would  be  deterred  from  making  such 
an  angements,  unless  there  was  a  prospect  of  a  constant 
supply,  at  a  reasonable  price;  and,  4th,  individuals  who 
operate  on  a  limited  scale,  must  be  benefited  by  the 
st!>.bility  the  coal  trade  acquires,  from  the  influence  of 
incorporated  companies. 

"And  what  effect,  if  any,  has  been  produced  by  the 
extension  of  time  and  charters  granted  to  certain  com- 
panies, by  the  last  Legislature?" 

I  would  remark,  that  if  no  advantage  has  accrued  but 
one,  that  is  not  of  small  importance  in  its  bearing  on  in- 
dividu.ll  operations,  viz: — one  of  the  companies  to 
whom  a  charter  was  granted,  has  practically  demon- 
strated that  there  is  coal  below  water  level,  at  a  depth 
of  three  hundred  feet  below  the  bottom  of  the  creek, 
(following  the  vein.)  This  must  be  of  importance  to 
individuals  who  have  nearly  or  entirely  wrought  out  all 
the  coal  above  water  level;  as  they  may  now,  with  cer- 
tainty, (should  they  possess  pecuniary  resources.)  pro- 
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ceed  to  sinking  shafts  and  making  those  preparations 
which  are  needful  to  mine  in  the  depths  of  earth. 

Query  6.  "  What  do  you  consider  to  be  the  effect  of 
incorporated  companies  upon  the  general  prosperity  ot 
the  country?" 

Understanding  this  part  of  the  question  to  be  limited 
to  companies  incorporated  for  mining  purposes,  and  the 
influence  of  such  companies  on  the  particular  district  in 
which  they  operate,  I  would  say  they  have  been,  to  this 
region,  whattiie  sun  is  to  the  soLar  system — its  life  and 
being.  Facts  in  abundance,  speak  a  plain  language  on 
this  subject  The  population  of  this  region  was  thin; 
the  quantity  of  coal  sent  to  the  landings  was  small;  the 
method  of  transporting  it  thither  was  difficult  and 
tedious,  prior  to  the  establishment  of  companies;  and 
had  it  not  been  for  them,  we  might  probably  have  still 
been  dragging,  with  four  horses,  two  tons  of  coal  along 
muddy  roads;  and  in  the  place  of  shipping  thousands  of 
tons  to  foreign  markets,  supplied  Philadelphia  market 
with  bushels.  With  respect  to  the  influence  of  compa- 
nies on  the  rise,  advancement  and  present  state  of 
Pottsville,  there  can  be  but  one  opinion  among  judi- 
cious and  unbiased  men,  and  that  entirely  favourable. 
The  millions  of  dollars  they  have  thrown  into  circula- 
tion, have  been  a  great  mean  of  support  to  many  mer- 
chants, storekeepers,  mechanics,  &c.,  and  undoubtedly 
one  cause  of  their  settling  themselves  as  permanent 
citizens  in  the  place. 

"And  wherein  does  a  population  or  community, 
growing  up  under  such  companies,  differ  from  that 
created  by  individual  operators?" 

In  regard  to  the  specific  difference  of  a  community 
growing  tip  under  a  company,  or  under  individual  ope- 
ration, it  may  be  considered  phydcally,  morally,  or  in 
respect  to  their  domestic  or  ititterani  habits. 

I.  Physically. — With  regard  to  their  physical  con- 
struction, I  have  never  been  able  to  discover  any  mark- 
ed difference,  only  this — they  generally  enjoy  better 
health. 

II.  With  respect  to  their  moral  condition,  the  facts, 
which  have  come  under  my  own  observation,  (and  I  have 
been  an  observer  of  things  now  for  more  than  twenty 
years)  are  decidedly  in  favour  of  a  community  growing 
lip  under  companies,  the  greatest  pMrt  of  tliem  are  more 

steady,  sober,  and  orderly;  and  I  will  venture  an  asser- 
tion, that  there  is  not  one-tenth  the  number  of  insolvent 
debtors  in  the  latter,  as  in  the  former  communiiy. 

III.  In  reference  to  their  habits,  they  are  more  do- 
mestic and  settled.  Those  persons  who  have  families 
preferring  to  work  for  companies  even  at  lower  wages, 
(as  a  proof  of  this,  there  are  men  now  in  this  company's 
employ,  who  have  had  two  dollars  per  week  more  of- 
fered by  individuals  than  they  were  receiving  from  the 
company,)  because  they  can  have  regular  and  constant 
employ,  this  should  be  seriously  weighed;  for,  on  whom 
does  the  merchant  and  mechanic  in  this  region  princi- 
pally depend  ? — the  miner:  and  if  the  honourable  com- 
mittee wish  a  practical  proof  of  these  things,  they  have 
only  to  visit  Pottsville  at  the  present  time,  and  they  will 
see  a  great  majority  of  those  men  in  the  employ  of  com- 
panies, crowding  the  different  churches  every  Sabbath, 
which  is  the  greatest  honour  to  any  commMnit)^ 

Query  7 .  "  In  the  present  state  of  improvement  in 
the  coal  region,  what  amount  of  capital  is  requisite  to  a 
proper  and  successful  prosecution  of  the  coal  busi- 
ness?" 

1  should  say,  for  cash  concern  operating  to  the  extent 
of  the  Nortli  American  company  which  I  represent, 
55300,000,  exclusive  of  the  hinds  and  nccessar}'  im- 
provements and  fixtures  for  the  convenient  prosecution 
of  the  business;  JglOO, 000  cash  capital,  which  is  abnut 
equal  to  $4  fitv  each  ton  mined  and  sent  to  murket,  for 
it  should  be  remembered  that  the  coal  business  must  be 
conducted  on  the  principle  of  cash  payments;  the  miner 
must  receive  his  wages  every  vveck;  the  toll  and  freight 
must  be  paid  on  every  boat  loud;  and  in  order  to  have 
any  thing  like  a  supply  in  market,  it  will  be  necessary 


to  have  something  like  5,000  tons  in  New  York,  which 
will  cost  ?o9,000;  3,000  tons  in  Boston,  cost  g  18, 000; 
!  and  then  reckon  only  3,000  tons  more  for  the  other 
eastern  markets,  at  g'l 8,000,  and  then  allow  5,000  tons 
for  Philadelphia,  at  .^4  per  ton,  gs20,000,  this  would 
make  an  aggregate  of  16,000  tons  of  coal,  at  a  cost  of 
§86,000.  Now  on  the  sup])Osition  there  should  come 
1  a  very  mild  winter  and  only  one  half  of  the  above  quan- 
tity of  coal  shoidd  be  sold,  the  next  year  the  individual 
operator  would  be  under  the  necessity  of  discharging  a 
I  number  of  his  hands  unless  he  should  be  able  to  obtain 
I  a  loan  on  his  coal, 'which  would  assist  him  in  prosecut- 
I  inghis  business.  It  must  be  obvious,  therefore,  that  in 
j  such  a  precarious  state  of  things,  the  workmen  and 
j  their  families  would  probably  become  chargeable  to  the 
township. 
I  Query  8.  "Can  the  mining  and  transportation  of  coal 
j  be  carried  on  as  economically  by  individuals  as  by  in- 
corporated companies?" 

Yes — providing  individuals  with  a  capital  equivalent 
to  that  of  a  company  were  to  enter  into  the  business, 
for  it  should  be  recollected  that  nearly  the  same  ex- 
pense in  agency  is  incurred  in  the  shipment  of  2,000 
tons,  that  is  required  for  the  shipment  of  20,000  tons. 

Query  9.  "  Do  you  consider  the  means  of  individu- 
al coal  dealers  in  the  region  competent  to  supply  the 
market?" 

In  answering  the  7lh  query,  it  is  stated  what  amount 
of  capital  is  needful  for  one  individual  to  have  in  order  to 
his  carrying  on  the  coal  business  to  advantage  to  himself 
and  the  community,and  in  answer,!  would  say,(according 
to  my  scanty  knowledge  of  the  individual  operators  in 
this  region,)  they  are  not  competent  to  supply  the  mar- 
ket. 

Query  10.  "Is  not  the  consumption  of  coal  increased 
by  having  a  constant  supply  in  market?" 

It  unquestionably  is — and  for  this  reason  there 
ought  to  be  at  least  150,000  tons  in  market,  over  a  sup- 
ply. 

"And  what  has  been  the  average  rate  of  increase 
from  the  opening  of  the  coal  trade  to  the  present 
time?" 

I  have  not  the  means  at  hand  to  ascertain  this,  but  the 
Schuylkill  Navigation  company's  books  will  exhibit  it, 
and  I  have  understood  that  a  transcript  of  them  is  or 
will  sliortly  be  given  to  the  public. 

Query  11.  "VN'hat  amount  of  capital  do  you  suppose 
has  been  invested  by  individuals  in  the  coal  business,and 
improvements  connected  therewith?" 

I  cannot  correctly  answer  this,  inasmuch  as  I  have  no 
means  of  ascertaing  what  amount  of  capital  each  indivi- 
dual operator  has  vested  in  the  business,  or  what  amount 
each  has  expended  in  opening  veins,  constructing  late- 
ral rail  roads,  &c. ;  and  it  will  be  seen  at  once  that  this 
cannot  be  known  without  personal  commiuiications 
from  them,  which  perhaps  few  would  be  willing  to 
make. 

Query  12.  This  will  obtain  the  most  satisfactory  an- 
swer in  the  transcript  from  the  book  of  the  Schuylkill 
Navigation  company,  before  referred  to. 

Query  13.  "  What  number  of  colliery  establish- 
ments is  now  worked  by  individuals  in  the  coal  region?" 

These  are  comparatively  few,  as  many  have  stopped 
their  operations. 

"And  how  many  by  incorporated  companies?" 

I  believe  all  the  incorporated  companies  in  the  region 
have  their  establishments  at  work  as  usual. 

Query  14:  "  Were  the  mining  business  confined  ex- 
clusively to  individuals,  would  it  not  necessarily  fall  into 
the  hands  of  rich  capitalists?" 

I  Jam  inclined  to  the  opinion  it  would  not,  from  the 
reason  as-igncd  under  query  No  4. 

Gentlemen: — It  will  be  observed  by  the  above  re- 
marks, that  lam  decidedly  in  favor  of  incoi'porate  com- 
panies, for  mining  purposes,  because  I  have  witnessed 
the  benefits  I'esulting  from  such  estabishments  in  a 
country   where  mining  as  a  natural  consequence  must 
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be  better  understood  than  it  is  in  th 
an  individual,  would  ever  pray  that  the  honoura1)le  the 
legislative  body  of  Pennsvlvania  would  never  grant  un- 
limited charters  to  any  number  of  men;  for  though  I  do 
believe  it  absolutely  necessary  to  have  chartered  com- 
panies, yet  I  do  believe  it  to  be  absolutely  wrong  for 
those  companies  to  have  the  privdege  of  opening  stores 
or  of  having  any  thing  whatever  to  do  with  stores,  di- 
rectly or  iniiirectly,  such  as  giving  orders,  &c.  &c. ;  but 
let  the  companies  paj'  their  men  in  cash,  which  has  al- 
ways been  the  case  with  those  companies  who  operate 
under  charters  in  this  place. 

I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

VVM.  MILES,  Mine  Agent. 


No.  9. 
Answers  of  John  C.  Ernst  to  queries  submitted  to  the 
Coal  dealers  of  Schuyllcill  county,  by  the  committee 
appointed  by  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania,  to  investi- 
gate the  state  of  the  Coal  trade,  &c.  &c. 
To  query  1. — I  have  been  living  in  the  coal  region 
nearly  four  years,  and  iiave  been  engaged  more  or  less 
in  the  coal  business  in  my  individual  capacity  during 
that  time,  but  this  year  owing  to  the  state  of  the  market 
have  mined  only  about  one  thousand  tons.  J  feel  free 
to  say  that  the  only  serious  difficulty  we  have  to  contend 
with,  is  the  want  of  a  steady  and  sufficient  market;  with 
the  certainty  of  that,  individual  enterprisewould.be 
sufficient  to  supply  any  requisite  amount  of  coal.  An 
individual  with  no  more  capital  than  is  necessary  in 
many  branches  of  business  now  carried  on  by  individu- 
als,cau  mine  to  the  same  extent  as  an  incorporated  com- 
pany, the  mining  of  coal  being  of  such  a  nature  that 
after  the  first  expense  of  two  or  three  thousand  dollars, 
it  only  requires  an  increase  of  miners  to  produce  coal  to 
an  inlefinite  amount. 

To  the  2d. — This  I  believe  is  fully  and  correctly  an- 
swered by  a  statement  to  the  visiting  committee. 

To  the  3. —  The  mines  now  opened  have  not  been 
worked  this  season  to  the  extent  of  their  capacity;  had 
there  been  a  certainty  of  a  market  the  amount  could 
easily  have  been  doubled.  For  my  own  part  I  could 
have  mined  four  times  the  quantity  1  did,  had  there 
been  a  certainty  of  sales. 

To  the  4. — I  feel  confident  that  the  incorporation  of 
companies  is  not  necessary  to  the  successful  prosecu- 
tion of  the  coal  business. 

To  the  5. — Principally  by  having  the  market  forestall- 
ed by  numerous  agents  which  individuals  cannot  afford 
to  employ,  and  by  publishmg  exaggerated  statements 
of  what  they  intend  to  do,  thereby  keeping  purchas-  rs 
out  of  the  market  until  near  the  close  of  the  season  when 
it  is  foimd  they  cannot  fulfil  their  promises. 

To  the  6. — I  cannot  answer  this  belter  than  to  refer 
the  co:Timittee  to  what  they  have  seen  at  Pottsville,and 
the  different  stations  of  incorporated  companies. 

To  the  7. — Cannot  say,  but  give  us  the  market  and 
any  amount  of  capital  will  be  furnished. 

To  the  8. — Judging  from  the  past  I  should  say  much 
more  so. 

To  the  9. — Answered  in  the  seventh. 
To  the  10. — Undoubtedly,   but  the  large  surplus  on 
hand  in  the  spring,  has  been  a  serious  evil,  and  caused 
the  stopping  of  many  of  our  mines,  and  also  a  great 
fluctuation  in  the  business. 

To  the  11. — I  do  not  know,  but  the  amount  must  be 
immense. 

To  the  12 — Have  not  examined,  but  there  are  more 
than  can  be  profitably  employed. 

To  the  13. — Have  not  for  myself  examined,  but  un- 
der existing  circumstances  there  are  too  many. 

—      JOHN  C.    EKNST. 
No  10. 
Answers  of  Hodgson,  Pinkerton,  &  Co.,  to  the  queries 
of  the  committee   appointed  by  the  Senate  of  Penn- 
sylvania, to  investigate  the  state  of  the  Coal  trade. 
To  the  1  — AVe  do  not  operate  under  any  charter — 
Vol.  xm.  32 


region;  yet  I,  as    have  been  two  years  nearly  in  the  coal  trade,  but  only 
'  "  '  "        one  in  active  operation, — during  that  year  have  mined 
about  five   to  six  thousand  tons— -should  have  doubled 
or  trebled  that  quantity,  if  it  had  not  been  for  a  very- 
extensive  fault  in  the  vein. 

To  the  2.— Can  give  no  answer  to  this  query. 

To  the  3. — Should  say  the  mines  now  opened  with 
the  improvements  connected  with  them,  have  not  been 
worked  to  half  the  extent  they  are  capable  of— it  woidd 
be  difficult  to  fixany  limit  to  the  quantiy  which  might 
be  sent  to  market  from  them. 

Xo  the  4  —We  do  not  consider  incorporated  compa- 
nies necessary  for  the  successful  prosecution  of  the  coal 
business,  any  more  than  we  should  consider  them  neces- 
sary for  fiUln*  the  soil. 

To  the  5  and  6.— An  answer  to  these  queries,  m- 
volves  so  many  considerations,  and  would  lead  to  such 
a  lengthy  detail,  that  we  pass  them  by,  merely  stating, 
as  regards  the  first  query,  our  decided  conviction  that 
the  interests  of  individual  operators  are  so  materially  af- 
fected by  chartered  companies,  that  the  former  must 
be  ruined  and  driven  from  their  business  and  their 
homes  by  the  latter.  And  as  regards  the  second  query, 
we  consider  a  community  growing  up  under  an  exten- 
sive chartered  company,  as  dangerous  to  the  reptibhcan 
institutions  of  this  country,  ir.asmuch  as  a  great  body 
of  men  wou'd  be  placed  so  perfectly  under  the  control 
oftheir  employers,  as  to  be  compelled  to  vote  on  all 
questions  as  tlieir  employers  wished,  or  take  the  alter- 
native of  being  sent  about  their  business. 

To  the  7.— The  capital  required  to  carry  on  a  coal 
mining  business  would  be  more  or  less  according  to  the 
extent  of  business  aimed  at.  Five  hundred  dollars 
would  be  sufficient  for  some— five  thousand  for  others, 
—and  fifteen  thousand  would  not  be  enough  for  others. 
A  great  deal  would  depend  upon  where  the  business 
ended;  whether  tiie  coal  was  sold  on  the  spot  where 
mined,  or  sent  by  the  miner  to  a  distant  market. 

To  the  8  —There  is  no  doubt  t!iat  a  business  ot  mo- 
derate extent  can  be  carried  on  more  economically  by 
individuals  than  by  incorporated  companies. 

To  the  9  —  The  capital  or  means  ot  individual  coal  deal- 
er... is  sufficient  and  would  be  f  ,und  to  be  at  all  times 
sufficient  for  any  extended  operations  provided  there 
was  a  certainty  of  Legislative  protection  against  char- 
tered monopolies.  .  . 

To  the  10  —No  doubt  the  consumption  of  coal  is  in- 
creased, and  will  be  increased  by  having  a  constant 
supply  in  the  market,  and  this  supply,  individual  deal- 
eri  would  be  able  to  keep  up.  We  suppose  the  increase 
of  consumption  to  have  been  'hirty  to   th.rty-six  per 

"to  \Z  u'^and  13.-We  take  it  for  granted  there 
are  persons  more  competent  than  we  to  answer  these 
queries,  from  having  been  longer  and  more  extensively 


engaged  in  business^^^^^^^  PINKEUTON,  &  Co. 

Port  Carbon,  Oct.  14,  1833. 

No.  11. 
Answers  to  die  queries  snbmittcd  to  the  Coal  dealer?  of 

Schuylkill  coun.y,   by  the  committee  appointed  by 

the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania.  . 

The  subscribers  having  examined  the  qt.enes  submit- 
ted It  le  committee,  and  believing  they  have  notsuf- 
ficl-nl  leisure  to   take  up  and  fully  answer  all  of  them. 

we  caused  the  following  summary  to  be  drawn  up  as 
expressive  of  their  opinions  on  some  of  the  more  impor- 

"'^  Tn"[he'l -We  say  that  we  have  all  been  engaged  in 

the  coal   business,    some   toi  , 

shorter  period,  and  als 

erate  in  our  iiuli 

"■'To^lfet-This  query  a,  well  as  sever.al  others  re- 

nuire.s  considerable  statistical  kt^owledge  to  answer  .t^ 

?vnd  bcin-  informed  that  the  collection  of  this  has  been 


longer  and  some  for  i 

,.^ _  to  various  extents.     We  all  op- 

/idiial  capacities,  wholly  unconnected 
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confided  to  compeient  persons,  and  tliat  an  abstract  of 
their  labors  has  been  forwarded  to  tlie  committee,  we 
shall  in  answer  to  this  and  others  of  the  like  kind,  refer 
the  committee  to  the  information  above  mentioned,  ex- 
pressing at  the  same  time  our  full  confidence  in  its  gene- 
ral correctness. 

To  the  3. — The  rail  roads  now  constructed  and  mines 
opened  have  not  been  occupied  to  near  ihcir  full  ca- 
pacity during  the  past  season.  I'lie  mines  could  readi- 
ly yield  double,  and  the  rail  roadi  pass  five  times  the 
present  annual  quantity. 

To  the  4. — We  do  not  consider  the  incorporation  of 
companies  necessary  for  carrying  on  the  coal  business, 
any  more  than  for  carrying  on  any  other  kind  of  busi' 
n(  ss  commonly  left  to  individual  enterprise,  more  par 
ticularly  at  the  present  time,  as  the  complaint  now  is 
not  of  a  want  of  coid,  but  of  a  market  to  vend  it  in. 

To  the  5 — We  believe  that  incorporated  companies 
injure  individuals  in  their  business  by  the  panic  which 
by  various  means  they  annually  produce  in  the  market, 
thus  deterring  individual  dealers  from  entering  vigo- 
rously into  the  business  in  the  early  and  best  part  of  the 
s<-ason,  it  consequently  languishes  for  the  greater  part 
of  the  season,  until  it  is  found  that  the  companies  either 
cannot  or  will  not  supply  the  demand,  then  there  is  a 
rush  for  coal,  and  every  thing  is  thrown  into  disorder, 
If  the  business  were  wholly  in  the  hands  of  individuals, 
large  capitalists  would  be  induced  to  engage  in  it,  and 
from  their  known  sagacity  and  enterprise,  jo  ned  to  an 
open  competition,  the  market  would  be  well  supplied, 
and  kept  in  a  steady  and  regular  state.  The  time  elaps 
ed  since  the  granting  of  certain  charters  by  the  last  Le- 
gislature is  too  short  to  judge  of  the  tflects  that  will  be 
produced  by  that  step,  but  it  cannot  do  otherwise  than 
tend  to  the  aggravation  of  the  evils  hitherto  felt. 

To  the  6 — We  have  not  had  sufficient  opportunities 
of  examining  what  eflfecl  incorporated  companies  may 
have  produced  on  other  districts,  but  in  ours  they  have 
added  but  little  to  our  improvements,  or  to  our  institu- 
tions, soci^d,  religious  or  literary.  We  do  not  believe 
putting  a  di-trictof  country  under  the  control  of  an  in- 
corporated company  will  produce  either  independence 
of  character  or  freedom  of  thought  or  action  in  its  inha- 
bitants. On  the  contrary,  when  they  are  dependent  on 
one  source  alone  for  bread,  they  will  soon  become  so 
for  their  opinions  also. 

To  the  7. — When  the  coal  business  comes  to  be  divi- 
ded in'o  that  number  of  branches  which  the  common 
sense  of  mankind  would  soon  do  if  tl.e  trade  were  left 
to  rt  gulate  itself,  a  small  capital  will  be  sufficient  for 
the  part  of  the  business  properly  belonging  to  this  re- 
gion. This  business,  like  many  others  commonlv  pur- 
sued, admits  of  a  larger  of  smaller  capital  being  used 
according  to  the  means  or  inclination  of  those  engaged 
in  it. 

To  the  8.— -We  do  not  believe  that  incorporated  com 
panics  can  mine  and  transport  coal  as  cheap  as  individu- 
als in  a  fair  open  competition.  Their  aflf'airs  always  have 
been  and  always  must  be  managed  by  those  unacquaint- 
ed with  the  business  they  are  conducting.  The  detail 
and  practical  part  must  necessarily  be"  committed  to 
agents,  and  agents  have  never  been  known  to  manage 
as  economically  for  their  principals,  as  individuals  con- 
ducting their  own  business. 

To  the  9.— We  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  means  of 
individuals  are  fully  competent  to  supply  all  the  coal  re- 
quired from  this  region,  and  further  that  capital  will 
flowiiilo.the  business  as  fast  as  wanted  if  the  investments 
of  mdividu.als  are  not  interfered  with. 

To  the  10 — We  are  fully  convinced  that  the  con- 
sumption of  coal  is  increased  by  having  a  constant  supply 
in  the  market,  equally  with  all  other  leading  articles, 
and  that  there  is  no  surer  way  to  accomplish  this  object 
than  to  throw  the  trade  open  to  the  widest  possible 
competition. 


To  the  11,  12,  and  13. — We  decline  answering  these 
queries  for  reasons  stated  in  our  answer  to  the  second. 
ISAAC  BECK 
PETER  KERN, 
JNO.   HUGHES, 
FRANCIS   WAUE, 
n  HO.  C.  AVILLIAMS, 
CH.\S.  LAW  I  ON, 
M.  WE.WEK, 
ALFRED  LAWTON, 
THOS.  SILLYMAN, 
FUANCIS  S.  HUBLEY, 
JACOB  CLINE, 
JOHN  SIRAUCH. 
Pottsville,  Dec.  27th,  1833. 
[Many  other  communications  were  received  from  in- 
dividual coal  dealers,  concurring  fully  with   the  views 
above   expressed,  acid  it  has  therefore  been  considered 
unnecessary  to  insert  them.     S.  J.  P.] 

No.  12. 
Answers  of  Dan.  R.  Bennett,  to  questions  submitted  to 
the  coal  dealers  of  Schuylkill  county,  by  the  com- 
mittee appointed  by  the   Senate  of  Pennsylvania,  to 
inve.'.tigate  the  state  of  the  coal  trade,  8i.c.  &c. 
1.   I  have   been   engaged  in  the  coal  business  three 
years — was  prepared  to  mine  and  send  to  market  the 
present  year  six  thousand  tons,  but  owing   to  the  de- 
prt-ssed  state  of  the  trade,  did  not  exceed  one  half  that 
quantity. 

3.  As  far  as  my  observation  extends,  the  mines  alrea- 
dy opened  have  not  been  worked  to  one  half  their  capa- 
city. The  rail  roads  and  other  improvements  connect- 
ed with  the  business,  are  sufficient  for  at  least  double 
the  amount  of  tonnage  of  the  present  year. 

4.  I  do  not  consider  incorporations  necessary  to  a 
successful  prt  secuiion  of  the  business. 

6  I  believe  the  fluctuations  of  the  trade,  that  have 
been  injurious  to  the  individual  dealer  in  many  instances, 
and  oppressive  to  the  consumers  in  others,  to  be  one  of 
the  eflects  produced  by  incorporated  companies,  pri  fits 
on  ilock  being  their  object,  i-ather  than  those  to  be  de- 
rived from  the  coal  business. 

7.  The  mining  and  transportation  of  coal  can  be 
conducted  more  economically  by  individuals  than  by 
companies.  The  necessary  agencies  of  the  latter  form 
ing  a  heavy  item  of  expense,  to  which  the  former  is 
not  subject. 

8.  The  means  of  individual  operators  in  the  region  is 
competent  to  supply  the  market,  provided,  the  business 
could  be  reduced  to  cash  or  short  credits. 

DAN.  R.  BENNETT. 

No.  13. 
Answer  of  .lacob  Serrill  to  the  queries  submitted  to  the 

coal  dealeis   of  Schuylkill   county  by  the  committee 

appointed  by  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania. 

Isl. — I  have  been  engaged  in  the  coal  trade  four  years 
and  operate  in  my  private  capacity .  1  have  thirteen 
thousand  dollars  in  land  and  improvements  in  Schuyl- 
kill county,  connected  with  my  coal  operations.  In 
1831  I  sent  to  market  one  thousand  tons, — in  1832,  I 
sent  seven  thousand  five  hundred  tons, — in  1833,  I  sent 
about  five  thousand  tons, — anticipate  sending  next  year 
ten  thousand  tons. 

2d.— Not  sufficient  information  to  answer. 

3(1. —  I  he  mines  now  opened,  are  capable  of  yielding 
double  the  (Quantity  that  they  have  this  year,  if  there  be 
a  demand. 

4. — 1  do  not  consider  incorporated  companies  any  ad- 
vantage generally  to  the  community,  nor  at  all  necessa- 
ry for  the  prosecution  of  the  coal  trade. 

5th.— Individual  coal  dealers  are  injured  by  the  long 
credits  t;ivcn  by  the  companies.  'I'hey  not  being  indi- 
vidually responsible  are  not  so  particutar  as  individuals 

6th. — The  great  object  in  getting  incorporated  is  to 
dispose  of  the  lands  by  selling  it  out  in  stock,  which  is 
much  easier  effected  than  by  selling  it  per  acre.     The 
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citizens  are  liable  to  be  defrauded  by  the  value  of  tliose 
operations  being  exa.cfgenited.  A  person  wisliing  to  sel' 
out  his  land  and  operations  I  would  advise  to  get  incor- 
porated. He  could  distribute  stock  to  those  he  could 
not  sell  coal  land  to. 

7th. — As  the  coal  trade  has  been  heretofore,  I  consi-  .    ,,      .  .  ,  i       • 

der  eight   thousand  dollars  active  capital  sufficient  for  i  the  most  remarkably  nch   and  productive   empire 
ten  thousand  tons  business  annually.  la'-.?e  portion  of  the  whole  population  of  the  kmgd 

8th. — I  consider  the  mining  and  transportation  of  directly  or 
coal  can  be  carried  on  cheaper  by  individuals  than  com- 
panies. Agents  generally  acting  are  not  so  economical 
as  persons  immediately  intertsied.  They  also  look  to 
do  a  large  business  and  make  much  more  waste  and 
wear  and  tear,  than  by  individuals. 

9th — I  consider  the  capital  of  individuals  now  opera- 
ting in  the  coal  trade,  fully  adequate  to  supply  any  ac- 
tual demand  there  may  be  hereafter. 

10th.— I  believe  the  consumption  of  coal  is  increased 
by  having  a  constant  supply  on  hand,  and  I  believe  in- 
dividuals are  as  likely  to  have  it  on  hands  as  compa- 
nies. 

The  11th,  12th,  and  13th  queries,  no  information  on 
the  subjects. 

Very  respectfully, 

JACOB  SEHHILL. 
Philadelphia,  Nov.  15,  1833. 


No.  14. 
Statements  prepared  by  Col.  Khebs,  a  member  of  the 
committee,  and  inserted  at  their  request. 
In  the  year  1831,  coal  was  sold  during  the  early  part 
of  summer,  in  Philadel|)hia,  as  low  as  jg4  50  per  ton, 
delivered.  In  the  fall  and  winter,  it  rose  to  eight  and 
ten  dollars.  The  same  winter,  coal  sold  in  New  York 
as  high  as  from  fourteen  to  sixteen  dollars  per  ton.  In 
the  year  1832,  the  average  price  in  Philadelphia  was 
about  $6  50  per  ton,  and  in  New  York  at  about  $8  50 
per  ton.  During  the  present  year,  coal  has  been  sold  m 
Philadelphia  by  the  boat  or  cargo,  at  $4  00  to  §4  25 
per  ton.  The  average  price  in  New  York,  this  j'ear, 
has  been  about  §5  50  for  Lackawanna.  The  averige 
value  of  coal,  delivered  at  Philadelphia,  by  the  cargo  or 
large  quantity,  may  be  stated  at  $4  25  per  ton,  and  in 
New  York  at  about  $6  00,  the  difference  being  the  cost 
of  freight  between  the  two  places. 

The  boats  now  built,  carry  about  45  tons,  and  perform 
a  trip  to  Philadelphia  and  buck  in  ten  or  twelve  days. 
The  usual  rate  of  wages  paid  to  miners,  is  from  six  to 
seven  dollars  per  week. 

The  cost  of  mining  coal  seems  to  be  very  similar  in 
all  the  coal  districts;  coal  rent  or  coal  leases  vary  from 
25  to  40  cents  per  ton,  according  to  the  goodness  of 
the  bed,  the  quality  of  the  coal  and  convenience  to  the 
navigation.  Two  dollars  per  ton  may  be  taken  as  about 
the  average  price  of  coal  delivered  into  boats  at  the 
Pottsville  landings;  from  thence  to  Philadelphia,  the 
usual  freight  is  about  gl  25,  and  the  toll  one  dollar. 
The  price  of  coal  at  Pottsville,  and  the  canal  freights  to 
Philadelphia,  have  each  been  much  higher  and  some- 
times lower  than  the  sum  stated,  but  these  it  is  believed 
are  fair  remunerating  prices.  This  makes  the  coal  at 
Philadelphia,  cost  $4-  25  per  ton. 

The  operation  of  getting  coal  consists  of  mining  or 
quarrying  the  coal  in  the  mine;  the  co  .1  is  then  broken 
into  a  size  convenient  for  handling — then  placed  in  the 
gangway,  and  is  then  hauled  out  to  the  bank,  where  it 
is  screened  and  cleaned,  and  reloaded  into  the  rail  road 
wagons.  These  wagons  are  then  sent  down  the  main 
rail  road  to  the  landings  at  the  navigation;  and  the  coal 
let  fall  through  the  bottom  into  the  canal  boat. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  coal  tr.ide  the  ])rcscnt  year 
has  given  employment  to  upwards  of  6,000  miners.  La- 
borers and  boatmen,  besides  the  necessary  compliment 
of  store  keepers,  mechanics,  butchers,  farmers,  and 
market  people  to  furnish  provisions,  build  houses  and 
boats,  and  repair  them,  &c.  &c.  If  wc  state  the  value 
of  coal  when  delivered  at  the  sea  board  at   an  average 


price  of  $5  00  per  ton,  it  will  give  the  sum  of  $2,500,000 
as  a  capit:d  created  by  lh.i  labor  of  those  engaged  in 
sending  500,000  tons  of  coal  to  market. 

'I  he  coal  trade  of  Great  Brtain  now  amounts  to 
15,000,000  of  tons  annually,  and  is  very  justly  consider- 
ed tlie  most  valuable  source  of  wealth  and  industry  of 

A 
om  is 
directly  engaged  in  or  supported  by  it; 
her  manufactures  which  furnish  her  people  daily  food, 
the  rest  with  opulence  and  the  government  with  reven- 
ue to  an  extent  beyond  example  in  ancient  or  modern 
times,  could  not  exist  orihe  nation  itselfendure,  but  for 
the  abundant  supply  of  cheap  fuel.  It  can  scarcely  be 
imagined  th;\t  the  course  of  human  events  will  bring  the 
United  States  into  a  similar  situation.  But  it  may  not 
be  many  years  before  the  Atlantic  States  and  the  coun- 
tries contiguous  to  the  coal  fields,  will  use  proportiona- 
bly  as  much  coal  as  the  people  of  England.  Our  peo- 
ple are  as  enterprising,  as  industrious,  and  as  much  dis- 
posed to  manufacturing  pursuits  as  the  English.  It  is 
therefore  presumable  that  the  portion  similarly  circum- 
stanced, will  make  a  corresponding  consumption  ofcoal; 
and  that  this  will  follow  upon  the  increase  of  popula- 
tion and  the  demand  made  for  the  article  by  the  exten- 
sion  of  manufactories.  _  _    , 

It  is  computed  upon  the  experience  of  Great  Britain 
and  other  countries,  that  the  consumption  of  fuel  is  ful- 
ly eqwal  to  one  ton  of  coal  for  each  inhabitant;  and  that 
there  are  between  three  and  four  millions  of  persons  in 
the  United  States  residing  within  reach  of  our  several 
coal  districts,  and  who  it  is  supposed  will  use  the  coil 
so  soon  as  it  can  be  furnished  to  them  at  reasonable 
rates;  and  that  this  may  be  expected  to  take  place  with- 
in a  period  of  ten  years  from  the  present  time,  conse- 
quently the  trade  would  then  amount  to  from  three  to 
four  millions  of  tons  annually,  and  be  worth  from  fifteen 
to  twenty  millions  of  dollars. 

In  a  report  respecting  the  coal  trade  of  England, 
made  by  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  in  July, 
1830,  it  is  considered  by  the  coal  dealers  of  that  coun- 
try of  such  importance  for  the  supply  to  be  gradfiated 
by  the  demand,  that  thev  have  established  a  regulation 
prescribing  the  precise  quantity  of  coal  which  shall  be 
furnished  monthly  by  each  coal  owner,  from  the  mines, 
included  within  the  regulation. 

The  difference  between  a  coal  region  worked  by  in- 
dividual owners  and  one  worked  by  an  incorporated 
company,  is,  that  in  the  former  case  the  proprietors  or 
coal  owners  with  their  families,  together  with  the  opera- 
lives  and  their  families,  become  pt  rmancnt  residents  of 
the  district;  those  collect  around  them  a  population 
equal  in  extent  to  their  own,  of  store  keepers,  mechan- 
ics, professional  persons,  and  all  the  appliances  of  civ- 
ilization, necessary  to  render  society  respectable  and 
happy;  the  country  is  embellishc  d  and  enriched  and 
made  capable  of  becoming  the  seat    of  commerce  and 


nufactiires,  and  of  sustaining  a  large  population  inde- 
pendently of  the  coal  trade- 

In  case  ofincorporated  coal  companies,  they  impov- 
erish  the  country  by  draining  it  of  its  mineral  treasures, 
and  making  no  provision  for  its  cultivation  and  improve- 
ment as  in  ihe  case  of  the  comi<anles  just  mentioned, 
thev  rarely  furnish  the  district  with  a  permanent  resi- 
deiit-  "the  miners,  workmen  and  managers  and  superin- 
tendents are  mere  tenants  at  will  from  day  to  day,  and 
know  not  the  moment  they  may  receive  orders  from 
the  board  of  directors  to  leave  the  district. 

The  stockholders  of  a  company  cannot  be  expected 
in  the  nature  of  things  to  become  residents  of  a  coal  re- 
gion.  They  are  understood  generally  to  be  large  capi- 
talLsts,  who  subscribe  small  amounts,  or  ihey  are  specu- 
lators in  stock,  eitlier  of  which  class  would  be  out  of 
their  element  in  the  coal  district. 

The  profits  of  tlie  business  are  therefore  sent  out  of 
the  region  as  dividends  to  be  expended  to  enrich  distant 
places,  and  perhaps  foreign  States- 
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The  operation  of  incorporated  coal  companies  with 
non-resident  stockholders  upon  the  improvement  of  the 
coal  region,  is  similar  to  that  charged  upon  the  Irish 
absentee  landlord — they  impoverish  the  country  by  ex- 
pending the  revenues  drawn  from  it  in  foreign  places. 

It  is  considered  by  experienced  dealers  in  coal,  that 
the  coal  business  would  be  best  divided  into  thiee  or 
four  distinct  branches,  viz:  one  party  may  be  the  owner 
ofcoalland,  another  may  open  and  work  the  mines,  a 
third  may  own  boats  and  carry  the  coal  to  market,  a 
fourth  may  be  a  factor  or  coal  merchant,  te  which  a  fifth 
might  perhaps  be  added,  a  shipping  or  foreign  mer- 
chiint.  Such  a  division  of  the  trade  is  said  to  be  univer- 
sally practised  in  Englan<l,  »nd  has  been  acted  upon  to 
some  extent  at  the  Schuylkill  mines,  with  decided  ad- 
vantage.  The  miner  would  rent  mines,  open  and  work  j 
them,  and  sell  his  coal  to  the  boatmen  or  boat  owner  at  j 
the  landings;  the  boat  owner  would  own  as  many  boats 
as  might  suit  his  means;  the  merchant  would  do  a  large  I 
or  small  business  according  to  his  abilities;  as  in  all  oth-  I 
er  cases,  &c.  This  division  of  the  coal  business  would 
bring  it  within  the  means  of  the  large  mass  of  tradesmen 
of  the  country;  it  would  lessen  risks  and  losses,  and  by 
admitting  the  personal  scrutiny  of  the  proprietor,  each 
department  would  be  conducted  with  precision  and  eco- 
nomy; the  merchant  would  regulate  his  pwvchase  to  the 
demands  of  the  market,  and  all  employed  In  the  trade 
would  regulate  their  operations  accordingly. 
(To  be  continued.) 


REPORT    ON    THE  SCHUYLKILL  PERMANENT  I 
BRIDGE. 

Report  of  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred  sundry 

petitions,    praying   that    the    Schuylkill   Permiinent 

Bridge  should  be  made  a  free  bridge. — By  Mr.  Goon- 

MAir,  County  of  Philadelphia.     Read  in  the  House  of 

Representatives,  Aprils,  1834. 

Mr  Goddman  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  peti- 
tions of  citizens  of  this  commonwealth  were  referred, 
praying  that  the  Schuylkill  Permanent  Bridge  should 
be  made  a  free  bridge,  and  the  remonstrances  thereto, 
Report: 

That  they  have  attentively  considered  the  different 
memorials  and  remonstrances  referred  to  them,  relative 
to  declaring  the  Schuylkill  Permanent  Bridge  at  Mar- 
ket street  a  free  bridge,  and  would  present  the  following 
as  a  brief  view  of  the  facts,  connected  with  the  propos- 
ed measure: 

The  president,  directors,  and  company  for  erecting 
a  permanent  bridge  over  the  river  Schuylkill,  at  or 
near  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  were  incorporated  under 
an  act  of  assembly,  passed  the  10th  March,  1798. 

On  the  28th  of  March,  1800,  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
conveyed  to  the  bridge  company  the  present  site  of  the 
permanent  bridge,  with  all  its  appurtenances  and  privi- 
leges, for  which  they  received  the  sum  of  forty  thousand 
dollars. 

The  bridge  erected  on  thia  site,  consisted  of  two 
abutments,  two  piers,  and  three  arches.  The  first  stone 
of  the  eastern  pier  was  laid  September  5,  1801,  and  of 
the  western  pier,  December  2.5,  1802. 

1  he  bridge  was  declared  open  for  passengers  and 
transportation,  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1805,  and  the 
cover  was  begun  and  finished  in  the  same  year. 

This  biidge  cost,  including  the  purchase  of  the  site, 
§300,000. 

The  coffer  ddms,  foundations,  and  other  subaqueous 
works  consumed  a  great  proportion  of  the  expendi- 
tures. 

The  capital  stock  of  the  company  is  f  195,650 

The  difference  between  that,  ai\d  the  actual 

cost  of  the  bridge  is  104,350 


Whole  cost. 


?300,000 


This  difference  of  debt  was  liquidated,  by  applying 
the  whole  of  the  income  of  the  company  for  several 
years  to  its  payment.  The  effect  of  this  was,  that  from 
the  commencement  of  the  bridge  until  the  year  1812, 
inclusive,  only  two  dividends,  amounting  together  to 
five  and  a  half  per  cent.,  were  declared  and  paid  to  the 
stockholders,  who  had  so  meritoriously  contributed 
their  funds  towards  thi_  erection  of  this  great  and  pub- 
lic work,  and  that  during  the  whole  period  of  twenty- 
nine  jears,  from  the  opening  of  the  bridge  on  the  1st  of 
.January,  1805,  they  have  received  but  $5  56  26-29  per 
cent,  on  the  capital  stock  of  ^i  195, 650,  and  if  the  pre- 
ceding year,  fjomlSOO  to  1805,  when  the  expenditures 
were  made  are  added,  it  will  decrease  the  rate  of  inter- 
est received  still  more. 

There  are  two  other  bridges  across  the  Schuylkill, 
below  the  Fairmount  dam-  The  one  commonly  called 
the  Upper  Ferry  bridge,  consisistsof  a  single  arch  with 
two  abutments,  and  leads  into  the  district  of  Spring 
Garden-  This  bridge  is  owned  by  a  company,  incor- 
porated under  an  act,  passed  the  28th  March,  1811. 
The  otiierthe  Gray's  Ferry  bridge  is  a  floating  bridge, 
and  leads  into  the  townships  of  Passyunk  and  Moyamen- 
sing,  and  is  private  property.  These  three  bridges  firm 
the  present  direct  modes  of  access  from  the  country 
west  of  the  Schuylkill  into  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  into 
the  incorporated  districts  of  Spring  Garden,  Northern 
Liberties,  and  Kensington  on  the  north,  and  the  incor- 
porated townships  of  Moyamensing  and  Southwark  on 
the  south. 

The  memorials  may  be  thus  classed: 

1.  The  memorial  of  the  select  and  common  council  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  transmitting  the  following  re- 
solutions: 

1.  Resolved  by  the  select  and  common  council,  that 
it  is  expedient  the  Schuylkill  Permanent  Bridge  be  a 
free  bridge. 

2.  Resolved  by  the  authority  aforesoid,  that  a  memo- 
rial be  transmitted  to  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  re- 
questing them  to  take  the  necessary  measures  for  pro- 
viding for  the  appointment  of  such  number  of  disinter- 
ested persons  as  they  may  think  proper  to  appraise  the 
said  bridge,  and  determine  the  value  thereof,  agreeably 
to  tiie  provisions  of  an  act,  entitled:  "  An  act  to  author- 
ize the  Governor  of  this  corrmonwealth  to  incorporate 
a  company,  for  erecting  a  permanent  bridge  over  the 
river  Schuylkill,  at  or  near  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  ap- 
proved March  16th,  1798." 

2.  Memorials  of  citizens,  which  may  be  subdivided 
into  three  classes  or  sorts: 

1.  One  praying  for  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to 
appraise  the  Market  street  Schuylkill  Permanent  Bridge, 
in  strict  accordance  with  the  charter,  in  order  that  the 
parties  who  are  interested  may  ascertain  the  sum  to  be 
paid,  and  adopt  measures  to  make  it  as  well  as  the 
Schuylkill  Upper  Bridge,  free. 

2.  Another  set  concluding  like  the  fii'st,  but  leaving 
out  the  upper  bridge. 

3.  Another  set  praying  for  the  appointment  of  ap- 
praisers, in  order  that  the  friends  of  a  free  bridge  may 
take  means  to  raise  funds  for  that  purpose. 

The  remonstrances  against  the  measure,  consists  of 

1.  The  remonstrance  of  the  commissioners  of  the  in- 
corporated township  of  Moyamensing. 

2.  The  remonstrance  of  the  commissionersof  the  dis- 
trict of  Spring  Garden. 

3.  The  remonstrance  of  the  commissioners  of  the  dis- 
tiict  of  the  Northern  Liberties. 

4.  The  remonstrance  of  the  president  and -directors 
of  the  Schuylkill  Upper  Bridge. 

5.  The  remonstrance  of  the  owners  of  the  Gray's 
Ferry  Bridge. 

And  of  the  memorials  of  citizens  of  the  city  and  coun- 
ty of  Phihulelphia,  which  are  of  two  kinds,  the  one  of 
citizens  of  the  city  I'f  Phihidelphia,  remonstrating  against 
this  bridge  being  made  free  at  the  expense  of  the  city  of 
PhiLadelphia;  the  other  of  citizens  of  the  city  and  coun* 
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ty  of  Philadelphia,  remonstrating  against  all  or  any  of 
the  three  bridges  being  made  free  at  the  expense  of  the 
city,  county,  or  districts,  and  accompanied  by  state- 
ments of  the  debts  and  taxation  of  the  city,  county, 
and  districts,  a  synopsis  of  which  is  annexed  to  this  re- 
port: 

The  joint  comnnittee  of  councils  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  making  the  Sciiuylkill  Perma- 
nent Br  dge  at  Market  street  a  free  bridge,  in  their  re- 
port, made  on  the  6th  March,  1832,  use  the  following 
language: 

•*  Your  committee  have  selected  that  part  of  the  re- 
port of  the  board  of  directors,  with  the  view  of  showing 
what  might  be  the  probable  expense  of 'making  the 
bridge  free,  from  which  it  would  appear,  that  if  that 
mode  of  ascertaining  the  value  of  tlie  bridge  be  adopted, 
which  produces  the  smallest  sum,  [^264, 127  50,]  and 
if  the  city  were  empowered  by  the  act  of  Assembly,  under 
which  the  bridge  company  hold  their  cliarter,  to  make  it  a 
freebrid^e,  the  isum  required  for  that  purpose  would  be  loo 
large  to  be  taken  from  the  funds  of  the  city,  in  the  present 
state  of  the  finances." 

i'The  OKLY  MKANS  wliich  your  committee  are  aware 
of  for  accomplishing  this  desirable  object,  is  by  a  direct 
application  to  the  State  Legislature,  requesting  that 
body  to  take  the  necessary  measures  for  making  it  a  free 
bridge;  and  as  the  State  has  reserved  this  right,  and 
there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  Legislature  who 
passed  the  act  incorporating  the  company,  intended  the 
right  should  be  exercised  at  the  lime  therein  mentioned 
your  committee  can  see  no  impkopkieti  in  councils 
adopting  the  following  resolutions,  which  they  recom- 
mend to  their  consideration." 

These  resolutions  are  the  same  which,  with  a  slight 
change  of  phraseology,  accompany  the  memorial  pre- 
sented by  councils  to  the  Legislature  at  the  present  ses- 
sion. It  may,  therefore,  be  safely  assumed,  tliat  neither 
the  city  o(  Philadelphia,  nor  the  county  of  Philadelphia, 
nor  the  districts  of  Spring  Gaiden,  Northern  Liberties, 
Kensington  and  Soutliwark,  nor  tjie  township  of  Moya- 
mensing,  can  or  will  free,  at  their  expense,  the  Per- 
manent Bridge,  the  Upper  Ferry,  or  Gray's  Ferry 
Bridges. 

The  language  of  the  memorials  in  favor  of  freeing  the 
bridge,  is  certainly  ambiguous  in  asking  simply  for  a 
valuation  and  appraisement;  but  as  the  power  of  the 
Legislature  depends  on  the  words  and  meaning  of  the 
act  of  16th  March,  1798,  it  is  necessiiry  to  consider 
what  is  the  fair  construction  of  that  act,  in  order  to  see 
in  what  manner  the  prayer  of  the  memorialists  can  be 
accomplished. 

The  10th  section  of  the  act  of  the  16th  March,  1798, 
provides  "that  when  a  good  and  con. plete  bridge  is 
erected  over  the  said  river  Schuylkill,  at  or  near  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  at  a  place  deemed  most  convenient, 
as  hereinafter  mentioned,  the  property  of  the  said  bridge 
shall  be  vested  in  the  said  president,  directors  and  com- 
pany, and  their  successors,  during  and  unto  the  end  of 
twenty -five  years,  to  commence  from  the  time  when  the 
bridge  is  completed."  Then,  after  prescribing  the  rates 
of  toll,  which  are  exceedingly  low,  and  "  whicli  are  so 
regulated  that  no  more  than  three-fourths  of  tl)e  toll 
demandable  in  other  cases  shall  be  taken  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  produce  of  the  country,  and  for  those 
laden  with  manure,  half  toll;  en. pty  carriages  of  burden 
to  pass  for  half  toll;  and  also  prohibiting  the  erection  of 
the  bridge  without  the  consent  of  the  owners  of  the 
ground  on  each  side  of,  and  contiguous  to  the  said  river 
where  the  said  bridge  may  be  erected,  the  said  section 
proceeds  as  follows:— "And  when  the  said  tolls  shall 
exceed  15  per  cent  nett  annual  profit,  the  excess  shall 
compose  a  fund  for  the  redemption  of  the  Bridge  so  as 
to  render  it  free,  save  that  there  shall  always  be  a  small 
toll  or  other  revenue  for  kt  eping  it  in  repair;  this  ex- 
cess shall  be  laid  out  in  bridge  stock  or  productive 
funds,  and  the  dividends  of  annual  product  shall  be  also 
ftdded  to  this  fund;  and  all  private  donations  fur  freeing 


the  bridge  shall  be  received  and  invested  in  like  manner; 
but  if  by  the  operation  of  tlie  fund  herein  proposed, 
there  shall  be  a  sufficient  surn  to  free  the  bridge  at  a 
period  less  than  the  said  twenty-five  years,  then  it  shall 
be  redeemed  and  become  free  on  the  stockholders  being 
paid  the  appraised  value  thereof,  and  of  the  profits  for 
the  residue  of  the  said  term  of  twenty  five  years,  which 
may  then  be  unexpired;"  "and  if  the  said  fund  shall 
not  be  adequate  to  the  purpose  last  mentioned,  the  Le- 
gislature m.T.y,  at  the  expiration  of  the  said  twenty-five 
years,  declare  it  a  free  bridge,  (providing  at  the  same 
time  the  means  of  keeping  it  in  repair.)  and  the  com- 
pany shall  be  obliged  to  take  such  sum  of  money  there- 
for as  shall  be  allowed  on  a  fair  appraisement  by  indif- 
ferent persons;" — "the  like  appraisement  shall  take 
place  when  the  sinking  fund  is  adequate  to  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  bridge,  and  the  establishment  of  a  revenue, 
"fa  toll  be  thought  not  more  eligible  for  keeping  the 
bridge  in  repair;  but  if  the  said  br.dge  shall  not  be  re- 
deemed and  paid  for  as  a  free  bridge  before  or  at  the 
expiration  of  the  said  term  of  twenty-five  years,  the  said 
corporation  may  and  shall  continue  to  hold  the  same  on 
the  terms  of  this  act  beyond  tlie  said  term,  and  until  the 
same  shall  be  redeemed  and  paid  for  in  manner  herein 
directed." 

'Ihis  section  evidently  contemplates  three  distinct  pe- 
riods for  freeing  this  bridge.  The  first  is  before  the  ex- 
piration of  the  twenty-five  years,  from  the  completion 
of  the  bridge,  and  depended  upon  the  formation  of  a 
fund  to  be  composed  of  the  excess  of  tolls  above  fifteen 
per  cent,  nett  annual  profits,  and  of  private  donations 
for  freeing  the  bridge.  If  this  fund  should  be  sufficient 
at  a  period  less  than  twenty  five  years,  then  it  was  to 
became  free,  on  paying  the  stockholders  the  appraised 
value  thereof,  and  of  the  profits  thereof  for  the  residue 
of  the  said  term  of  twenty-five  years. 

No  one  of  the  events  here  contemplated  has  ever 
taken  place,  for  the  nett  annual  profits  of  toll  has  never 
reached  any  thing  like  the  fifteen  per  cent  specified, 
and  no  private  donations  have  ever  been  received  ft/r 
freeing  the  bridge.  There  therefore,  never  has  been 
such  a  fund  as  was  contemplated  by  this  part  of  the 
tenth  stction,  and  the  Legislature  of  1798,  was  entirely 
mistaken  as  to  the  rate  of  profit  to  be  derived  from  this 
work. 

The  second  is  at  the  expiration  of  the  twenty-five 
years,  when  the  Legislature  has  the  power  to  declare  it 
a/ree  bridge,  providing  at  the  same  time  the  means  of 
keeping  it  in  repair,  and  providing  also  for  the  pay- 
ment of  such  sum  of  money  as  shall  be  allowed  for  the 
said  bridge,on  a  fair  appraisement  by  indifferent  persons; 
that  is,  by  disinterested  persons  niutually  selected  by 
the  parties. 

All  these  are  to  be  cotemporaneous,  and  the  effect 
produced  would  be  to  make  the  Permanent  bridge  at 
Market  street,  a  'free  bridge,"  on  which  no  toll  could 
be  levied,  even  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  it  in  re- 
pair, which  must  be  provided  for  from  some  other 
source. 

If,  therefore,  the  Legislature  deem  it  expedient  to 
use  this  part  of  the  tenth  section,  they  must  make  it  a 
free  bridge,  that  is,  one  on  which  no  /o//,however  small, 
can  be  exacted,  'i'hey  must  p.iy  its  value,  and  they 
must  provide  a  fund,  or  means  for  keeping  it  in  re. 
pair. 

The  third  is — after  the  expiration  of  twenty-five 
years,  when  the  sinking  fund(that  is  the  fund  formed  by 
the  excess  above  fifteen  per  cent,  nett  annual  profit, 
and  by  private  donations,;  is  adequate  to  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  bridge  and  the  establishment  of  a  revenue, 
if  a  toll  be  not  thought  more  eligible  for  keepinging  the 
bridge  in  repair. 

Your  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  the 
real  question  submitted  to  the  Legislature  under  the 
provision  of  the  act  of  16th  March,  1798,  is,  whether 
the  st.ate  of  Pennsylvania  will  declare  Ihis  bridge  a  free 
bridge  at  their  own  expense,  providing  out  of  the  state 
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treasury  the  sum  required  to  pay  for  its  appraised  value 
and  also  such  annual  sum  as  may  be  necessary  lor  keep- 
ing^it  in  repair  forever. 
The  Slate  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the 

30ih  November,  1834,  owed  §1,840,823  75^ 

And  on  the  30tb  November,  1833,  the 

same  state  owed  (including'  the  re- 
mainder of  the  loan  per  act  of  16lh 

February,  1828,  not  ilien  paid  into 

the  treasury,)  the  sum  of  21,527,786  32 

Showing  an  annual  increase  of  debt, 

since  1824,  of  2,187,440  28^ 

And  a  total  increase  of  debt,   in  the 

short  space  of  nine  years,  of  19,686,962  58J 

The  completion  and  the  necessary  extension  of  the 
canals  and  rail  roads  of  tlie  state,  the  improvement  of 
the  interior  by  bridges  and  turnpikes,  the  support  of 
colleges,  academies,  and  other  useful  institutions,  tlie 
improvement  and  enlargement  of  penitentiaries  and 
prisons,  and  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  a 
general  system  of  education,  agreeably  to  the  solemn 
injunction  of  the  constitution  will  necessarily  cause  a 
corresponding  increase  of  the  state  debt  for  several 
years  to  come. 

If  the  state  were  to  free  the  Schuylkill  Permanent 
bridge  at  Market  street,  it  would  be  obliged,  in  com- 
mon justice  to  the  populous  districts  of  the  county,  to 
purchase  and  make  free  ihe  Gray's  ferry  and  Upper 
ferry  bridges,  both  ot  which  present  very  advantageous 
modes  of  access  ai  present  from  the  county  on  the  west 
of  the  Schuylkill. 

Your  committee  cannot  of  course  estimate  with  accu- 
racy the  sum  that  would  be  required  to  accomplish  their 
■object,  but  assuming  for  the  purpose  of  argument  the 
original  cost  of  the  Market  street  bridge  at  its  present 
value,  the  cost  of  freeing  the  three  bridges  may  be  thus 
stated: 
The    Schuylkill    Permanent  bridge    will 

take  to  free  it  at  its  original  cost  $300,000  00 

And  the  purchase  of  the  two  other  bri 

es,  say 


300,000  00 


§600,000  00 

To  be  added  to  the  debt  of  the  state,  besides  ten 
thousand  dollars  or  a  greater  sum  annually  to  maintain 
and  keep  the  three  bridges  in  repair  forever. 

If  these  bridges  are  freed,  then  all  the  bridges  and 
turnpike  roads  througliout  the  state  are  entitled  to  the 
same  favour,  and  the  state  canals  and  rail  roads  instead 
of  affording  a  revenue  for  their  support,  and  creating 
a  fund  finally  for  the  redemption  of  the  immense  state 
debt  necessarily  contracted  for  their  erection,  must  be 
maintained,  repaired,  and  extended,  and  the  interest  of 
our  debt  paid,  by  an  increased  direct  taxation  of  every 
description  of  property,  in  order  that  those  who  use 
and  profit  by  them  may  pass  toll  free. 

Your  committee  therefore  offer  the  following  resolu- 
tion. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  be  discharged  fr.m  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject. 

Statement  of  the   debts  and  taxation  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia  and  districts. 

The  County  of  Philadclpliia. 

The  county  of  Philadclpliia  were  indebt- 
ed on  the  1st  of  January,  1834,  for 
loans  §251,300  00 

And  for  outstanding  orders,  claims  and 

damages  awarded  225,100  32 


tate,  being  the  maximum  of  taxation,  which  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  county  would  bear. 

1  his  per  centage  produced  the  sum  of  $267,459  66 

BISTniCTS. 

The  taxes  are  for  1833,    and  the  debts  are  as  they 
stood  on  the  1st  of  January,  1834. 

District  of  Spring  Garden. 
Loans,  permanent  140,000  00 

Temporary  32,553  99 

Total 


§172,553  99 

Taxes. — Corporation,  80  cents;  lamp  and  watch,  20 
cents;  county  and  state,  60  cents;  poor  34  cents.  Total 
— §1  94  in  the  §100. 

District  of  the  Northern  Liberties. 
Loans  $157,000  00 

Taxes. — Corpor.ition,  60  cents;  county  and  state,  60 
centsj  poor,  34  cents.     Total — 1  54  in  tlie  §100. 

District  of  Kensington. 
Debts  about  $70,000  00 

Taxes.  — Corporation,  75  cents;  county  and  state,  60 
cents;  poor,  34  cents;     Total— §1  69  in  the  §100. 

Incorpornted  Township  of  Muyamensing. 
Loans,  temporary  and  permanent  §48,000  00 

Taxes. — Poor,  40  cents;  road,  40  cents;  lamp  and 
watch,  40  cents;  pump,  25  cents;  Schuylkill  water, 
20  cents;  county  and  state,  60  cents.  Total — $2  25  on 
the  §100. 

District  of  Southwarh. 
Loans  §130,000  00 

Taxes. — Corporation,  60  cents;  county  and  state,  60 
cents;  poor,  34  cents.     Total— §1  64  in  the  §100. 
The  City  of  Fhiludelphia. 
The  taxes  for  1833  were,  city,  75  cents;  county  and 
state,  60  cents;  poor,   34  cents.     Total — $1  69  in  the 
glOO,  and  these  produced: 

City  193,636  08 

County  and  state  159,661   50 

Poor  93,390  79 


Making  a  total  debt  of 


§476,400  32 


The  taxes  of  the  county,  includingthe  state  tax,  were 
for  1833,  sixty  cents  in  the  hundred  dollars  on  real  es- 


Making  a  total  of         $446,688  37 

P.aid  in  direct  taxation  by  the  citizens  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia.on  their  real  estate — and  the  whole  of  this 
immense  revenue  (with  the  exception  of  the  t>t.ate  tax 
j  one  mill  in  the  dollar,  amounting  to  §43,592  57,)  was 
!  expended  in  the  support  of  the  government  of  the  city 
I  and  county,  and  of  the  corporation  of  the  guardians  of 
the  poor. 

I  The  citizens  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  have,  how- 
ever, besides  this  direct  taxation,  to  contribute  annual- 
ly a  very  large  sum  in  addition  to  the  treasury  of  the 
State,  from  various  souices.  1  he  following  estimates 
are  for  1833, and  are  taken  either  from  the  books  of  the 
county  treasurer,  or  the  Auditor  General's  report,  and 
when  the  accounts  of  the  city  are  mixed  in  with  the  rest 
of  the  county,  so  as  not  to  be  capable  of  separation,  it 
is  assumed,  that  under  each  head  the  city  contributes 
two-thirds,  and  the  rest  of  the  county  the  remaining 
one-third,. 

The  city  of  Philadelphia, therefore, puid  into  the  State 
treasury  for  tlie  year  1833, 

For  Tavern  licenses  $7,200  00 

Tax  on  bank  dividends  16,770  92 

Duties  on  dealers  in  foreign  merchan- 
dize 19,202  18 
Collateral  inheritances  64,184  90 
Tax  on  personal  property  12,261  65 
Tax  on  offices  8,059  32 
Tax  on  writs,  &c.                                         3,574  62 

$131,253  59 
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To  which  add  the  above  amount  of  taxa- 
tion 


446,688  37 


And  it  gives  the  very  large  sum  of  §577,941  96 

Raised  annually  out  of  the  city  proper  which  consists 
of  a  population  of  a  little  more  than  eighty  thousand 
souls,  and  living  within  the  narrow  compass  of  two 
square  miles. 

If  the  auction  commissions  and  duties,  which  are  al- 
most entirely  paid  in  the  city  of  Philadelpliia,  were  add- 
ed to  this  sum,  it  would  make  another  item  of  at  least 
$90,000. 

But  in  addition  to  this  immense  load  of  taxation,  the 
city  suffers  the  pressure  of  a  very  heavy  debt,  which  is 
composed  of: 

1.  Thedebt  of  the  city  itself  §2,110,600 
The  annual  interest  of  which  is  $\  10,231. 

2.  Its  proportion  of  the  county  debt  of 

$476,400  32,  say  284,000 

3-  Its  proportion  of  the  funded  debt  of 
the  guardians  of  the  poor,  of  $650,000, 
say  438,043 

Making  a  grand  total  of  real  city  debt,of        $2,832,643 


If  to  the  city  taxes  set  forth  as  above,  and 
amounting  to  (including  the  auction  es- 
timate of  $90,000) 

We  add  the  taxes  of  the  incorporated  dis- 
tricts which  form  the  suburbs  of  the  ci- 
ty, and  may  be  taken  at  one-third  of  the 
city,  (exclusive  of  auction)  $577,941  96, 
we  have 


667,941  96 


192,647  32 


§860,589  28 
Making  an  annual  disbursement  of  nearly  nine  hundred 
thousand  dollars  for  taxes,  by  a  population  of  about 
170,000  souls. 
The    aggregate    of  the  permanent   and 

floating  debts  of  the  city  and  liberties, 

may  be  staled  thus:  City  proper  2,832,643 

Incorporated  districts   and   county  of 
Philadelphia. 

County  of  Philadelphia,  (less 
city's  proportion)  192,400 

Spring  Garden  172,553 

N.  Liberties  137,000 

Kensington  70,000 

Movamt-nsing  48,000 

Southwark  130,000 

749,953 


•«3,582,596 
Making  an  aggregate  total  of  nearly  four  millions  of  dol 
lars. 


From  the  National  Gazette. 
PHENOMENON  OF  THE  MOCK  SUN. 

Philadelpuia,  April  12,  1834 

The  interesting  and  somewhat  rare  phenomenon  of 
the  Mock  Sun  (parhelion)  was  witnessed  yesterday  af- 
ternoon in  this  city.  The  writer  of  this  notice  first  ob- 
served this  appearance,  about  half  past  four  o'clock, 
whilst  walking  up  Chestnut  street  in  company  with  a 
friend.  It  continued  to  be  visible  until  6  o'clock,  and 
would  probably  have  accompanied  the  sun  to  his  setting 
but  for  the  gathering  haziness  in  the  west. 

'I'he  following  is  a  description  of  the  appearances  it 
presented.  The  sun  was  surrounded  by  a  halo,  dimly 
colored  like  a  rainbow  on  the  inner  margin.  On  the 
north  and  south  sides  of  the  halo  or  circle,  and  a  few 
degrees  below  the  level  of  tlie  sun,  were  the  two  mock 
suns,  appearing  each  like  a  small  illuminated  cloud,  of 
rather  indistinct  outline,  but  of  several  times  the  size  of 
the  true  8un,having  a  silvery  lustre,and  with  a  bright  ta- 
pering beam  or  tail,  stretching  outwards  from  the  circle 
and  slightly  inclining  upwards.     That  on  the  north  or 


mg  to  a  distance  equal  nearly  to  that  of  the  mock  suns 
from  the  true  sun  or  the  radius  of  the  halo.  That  on 
the  south  or  leftside,  was  shorter  and  less  brilliant,and 
inclined  more  upwards.  Both  of  the  mock  suns  pre- 
sented occasionally  the  rainbow  tints  of  the  halo,  but 
more  brightly.  A  short  and  rather  faint  band  of 'light 
was  seen  extending  from  the  sun  on  either  side  towards 
the  mock  suns,  fading  away,  however,  entirely  before 
reachinp^  them,  * 

The  distance  of  each  parhelion  from  the  sun  as  mea- 
sured by  a  sextant,  was  23  degrees,  making  the  diame- 
ter of  the  halo  46  degrees,  being  nearly  the  dimensions 
of  the  ordinary  solar  halo.  No  inverted  arch  and  third 
parhehon  were  visible  at  the  summit  of  the  halo,  though 
these  are  described  by  former  observers  as  commonly 
accompanying  this  phenomenon.  Neither  were  any 
other  rings  or  halos  observed  crossing  or  intersecting 
the  one  described,  though  according  to  the  common 
theory  of  the  production  of  mock  suns,  such  additional 
intersecting  halos  ought  to  have  been  seen. 

The  peculiarities  which  appear  to  distinguish  this 
case  of  mock  suns  from  tiiose  described  by  former  ob- 
servers in  our  books,  are,  first,  the  absence  of  all  secon- 
dary touching  or  intersecting  circles;  secondly,  the  po- 
sition of  the  mock  suns  below  the  level  of  the  true  sun, 
while  at  the  same  time,  if  theory  were  true,  from  the 
upward  inclination  of  the  tails,  their  position  should  be 
rather  above  that  of  the  sun;  and  thirdly,  we  may  add, 
the  luminous  band  extending  through  the  true  sun  to- 
waids  either  mock  sun. 

One  feature  vvliich  this  case  exhibited  in  common 
with  several  of  the  most  remarkable  on  record,  was  the 
singular  and  unexplained  superior  brilliancy  of  the  right 
or  northern  parhelion. 

Among  the  various  instances  of  mock  suns  recorded, 
the  following  observed  by  Henelius,  the  Astronomer, 
on  the  6th  April,  1660,  bears  the  nearest  resemblance 
to  what  we  have  described: — 

"  At  half  an  hour  past  five  in  the  evening,  while  the 
sun  was  descending,  he  was  crowned  with  arches  of  cir- 
cles of  various  colors  like  the  rainbow.— -In  the  corona 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  sun  there  were  two  parhelia 
variously  coloured,  with  pretty  long  and  whitish  tails, 
pointing  from  the  Sun.  Near  the  zenith,  where  the 
corona  (halo)  was  a  little  faint  and  imperfect,  there 
shone  out  an  inverted  arch  having  a  third  parhelion  in 
the  middle  of  it,  which  appeared  somewhat  obscure. 

The  phenomenon  lasted  half  an  hour  (till  sunset)  the 
sun  being  very  clear.  1  he  inverted  arch,  and  the  up- 
per parhelion  disappeared  first,  and  then  the  parhelion 
on  the  left  hand,  but  the  third  or  right  parhelion  set 
witli  the  true  sun.  The  diameter  of  the  corona  round 
about  the  sun,  was  about  45  degrees,  as  I  guessed  by 
my  eye." 

As  these  appearances  have  been  thought  to  proceed 
from  a  peculiar  state  of  the  atmosphere,  it  may  be  well 
to  mention,  that  the  sky  was  spread  over  with  a  very 
thin  fleecy  cloud  of  the  kind  called  cjVrus,  at  a  great 
height,  moving  gently  fiom  the  north  west,— while  be- 
low the  wind  set  lightly  from  the  east. 

HENIiY   D.   ROGERS, 


PUBLIC   MEETING 

At  a  large  and  respectable  meeting  of  the  Democratic 
and  other  citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia, 
opposed  to  the  usurpations  of  Andrew  Jackson,  conven- 
ed  agreeable  to  public  notice  at  the  Musical  Fund  Hall, 
on  Tuesday  afternoon  the  ]5th  inst. 

John  Sehoeant,  was  appointed  President. 

Weston  C.  Donaloson,  Joseph  Ssiitu,  Vice  Presi- 
dents. 


Joseph  W.  liyers,  J.  W.  Wynkoofi,  Secretaries. 
Mr.  Sergeant  opened  the   meeting  with  an   eloquent 
address;  when  he  had  concluded  the  Hon.  VV.  C.  Pres- 
ton, came  (orward  in  compliance  with  the  call  of  the 
meeting,  and  made  an  address  which    was  responded  to 
.  ,     .  by  hearty  accKamation.     The  Hon.  Geo.  M'Duffie,  was 

right  side  of  the  sun, was  longest  and  brightest,  stretch-    then  called  for,  and  the  meeting  listened  with  gratifica- 
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tion  to  his  eloquent  denunciation  of  tyranny,  and  liis 
apt  and  instructive  illustrations  of  those  causes  which 
had  wrought  the  evils  upon  the  nation,  which  the  peo- 
ple are  now  about  to  remedy. 

Josiah  Randall  then  presented  the  s'lbjoined  resolu- 
tions with  a  few  preparatory  remarks.  The  resolutions 
were  unanimously  adopted. 

1.  Resolved,  That  we  heartily  rejoice  at  the  triumph 
of  the  principles  of  constitutional  freedom  in  the  recent 
decisive  contest  in  New  York. 

2.  Resolved,  That  we  regard  with  admiration  and 
gratitude  the  heroic  efforts  of  our  Whig-  brethren  of 
New  York,  in  that  great  contest,  by  which  they  have 
achieved  a  victory  for  the  constitution  and  the  rights  of 
the  citizens  over  the  combined  forces  of  the  office-holders 
of  the  United  States,  the  office-holders  of  the  State,  the 
office-holders  of  the  city,  and  all  the  immense  means  of 
corruption,  fraud  and  intimidation  they  so  amply  pos- 
sessed, and  in  cases  so  unsparingly  employed;  and  by 
which  too  they  have  established,  as  a  living  truth,  that 
the  PURSE  and  the  sword,  the  treasury  and  the  blud- 
geon, illegal  voters  and  mercenary  ruffians  united,  and 
directed  with  deliberation  against  the  freedom  of  elec- 
tions and  the  lives  of  the  citizens,  cannot  resist  the  vir- 
tuousdetermination  of  freemen  who  know  their  rights 
and  knowing  them  are  firmly  resolved  to  maintain 
them. 

3-  Resolved,  That  in  achieving  this  signal  victory, 
against  such  fearful  odds,  at  the  very  point  where  the 
power  of  the  oppressor  seemed  to  be  most  securely 
planted  by  majorities,  heretofore  of  thousands,  our 
Whig  brethren  of  New  York  have  furnished  a  sublime 
example  of  perseverance,  cour.ige  and  magnanimous 
devotion  in  a  good  cause,  which  will  make  the  election 
of  1834  an  historic  event,  aiid  proves  them  to  be  the 
true  descendants  of  the  Whigs  of  '76. 

4.  Resolved,  That  we  cannot  sufficiently  express 
our  abhorrence  of  the  system  of  lawless  violence  and 
outrage,  even  to  the  shedding  of  blood,  adopted  by  the 
friends  of  Gen.  Jackson,  to  deter  the  aged,  infirm  and 
timid  from  going  to  the  polls,  and  to  wreak  their  ven- 
geance upon  those  who  did  not  vote  according  to  their 
wishes,  as  contrary  to  the  constitution,  destructive  of  the 
principles  of  free  government,  and  worthy  only  of  those 
despotic  governments,  in  which  the  arbitrary  will  of  one 
man  is  the  sole  law,  to  govern  men's  consciences,  opin- 
ions, conduct  property  and  lives. 

5.  Resolved,  That  in  this  victory  and  the  flood  of  tri- 
umphant light  flowing  in  from  the  east,  and  from  all 
parts  of  the  State  of  New  York,  as  well  as  from  the 
south,,  we  perceive  the  sure  evidence  that  the  spell  of 
delusion  is  broken,  and  that  the  republican  spirit  has 
rallied  with  irresistible  energy,  to  scatter  the  fragments 
of  the  routed  hosts,  who  have  been  endeavoring,  by  de- 
nunciation and  proscription  to  hide  their  own  enormi- 
ties, and  by  distressing  the  peaceable  and  industrious, 
to  enhance  their  own  spoils. 

6  Resolved,  That  we  sincerely  thank  our  Whig 
brethren  in  New  York,  for  their  exertions  and  their  sacri- 
fices; we  congratulate  them  upon  their  triumph;  and 
we  believe  we  can  truly  assure  them,  that  the  same 
spirit  of  regeneration  wliich  has  nerved  their  hearts  is 
abroad,  not  only  in  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia, 
but  throughout  the  whole  State  of  Penn.sylvania,  and 
will  be  invigorated  in  its  progress  by  the  glorious  exam- 
ple of  the  Whigs  of  New  York. 

7.  Resolved,  That  in  commemoration  of  the  glorious 
triumph  which  has  been  achieved  in  New  York,  the 
friends  of  the  Constitution  and  the  Law,  opposed  to 
executive  usurpation,  and  to  the  establishment  of  a  sys- 
tem of  feudal  vassalage  for  the  purpose  of  dividing  the 
spoils  among  servile  adherents,  are  invited  to  attend  a 
public  festival,  on  Saturday  next;  at  one  o'clock,  at 
Powellon. 

8.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  con- 
vey to  the  Whigs  of  New  York,  a  copy  of  the  foregoing 
resolition,  and  to  invite  them  to  attend  the  festival. 

9.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  one  hundred  of  uur 


fellow  citizens  be  appointed  to  make  arrangements  for 
the  festival  at  Powelton. 

10.  Resolved,  That  the  recent  elections  demonstrate 
conclusively  that  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  at  all 
times  an  invaluablie  part  of  the  constitution,  is  now  in  a 
peculiar  manner,  the  real  representative  of  the  opinions 
and  feelings  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
secure  refuge  of  constitutional  liberty,  where  it  must  be 
protected  and  preserved,  until  the  opportunity  of  re- 
curring to  the  ballot  boxes  shall  make  the  free  citizens 
to  speak  the  language  of  authority,  and  vindicate  them- 
selves and  I  heir  rights  from  the  insults  they  have  re- 
ceived, when  addressed  in  respectful  terms  of  memorial. 

11.  Resolved,  That  we  rejoice  sincerely,  that  in  this 
crisis  of  the  constitution,  a  majority  of  the  Senators  of 
the  United  States  have  proved  themselves  fully  equal 
to  the  demand  upon  their  patriotism,  firmness,  and  tal- 
ents; and  have  entitled  themselves  to  the  lasting  grati- 
tude of  their  country;  we  heartily  approve  of  their  con- 
duct, and  trust  thej'  will  persevere  in  exercising  their 
full  authority  under  the  constitution,  until  the  revolu- 
tion in  public  opinion  now  in  progress,  shall  be  consum- 
mated. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  this  meeting  approve  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Democratic  Meeting  of  the  Legislature  of 
Pennsylvania,  opposed  to  executive  usurpation,  and 
that  the  delegates  recently  chosen,and  those  who  may  be 
elected  in  the  several  wards  and  districts,  in  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia,be,and  they  are  hereby  respect- 
fully authorised  to  elect  the  additional  number  of  del- 
egates, proposed  to  be  sent  to  the  convention  to  bs 
held  at  Harrisburg,  on  the  27th  of  Mav,  next. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  pre- 
sented to  Messrs.  Preston  and  McDuffie,  for  their  pa- 
triotic addre.sses^this  afternoon,  and  that  in  the  good 
cause  in  which  they  have  embarked,  we  emphatically, 
say  "GO  AHEAD." 

The  following  is  the  committee  authorised  by  the  8th 
resolution: 

.John  Sergeant,  M.  Carey,  A.  Cook,  C.  Tiers,  J.  Ran- 
dolph, D.  Groves,  Wm.  Wagner,  VVm.  Filler,  J.  Hare 
Powell,  J.  Price  Wetherill,  Henry  White,  Thomas 
Roach,  N.  C  Foster- 

The  following  named  gentlemen  compose  the  Com- 
mittee of  Arrangement  under  the  ninth  resolution: 

J.  S.  Kiddle,  John  Hare  Howell,  George  W.  Jones, 
A.  M  Jones,  N.  C.  Foster,  John  Scholefield,  Robert 
Howell,  W.  T.  Smith,  John  Thomason.T.  R.  Newbold, 
Gideon  Scull,  Henry  White,  C.  Cope,  Jos.  Cabot,  Da- 
vid Winebrener,  J.  W.  Wynkoop,  W.  C.  Donaldson, 
J.  W.  Flickwir,  Benj  Duncan,  Kobt.  Ritchie,  Peter 
Parker,  Bela  Badger,  J.  D.  Goodwin,  Thos.  S.  Rich- 
ards, Jos.  Dalles,  Edmund  B.  Minsell,  Jas.  Hanna, 
Hugh  Hollingshead,  David  Woelpper,  John  Waters, 
Joseph  Smith,  John  B.  Myers,  Jacob  B.  Lancaster, 
Henry  Pennington,  Jos  S.  Hyer.ss,  A.  C.  Barclay,Sam- 
uel  Grant,  Sampson  Tams,  John  Welsh.jr.  Samuel  Nor- 
ris,  jr.,  John  Reed,  jr.,  J.  C.  Biddle,  Thomas  Roach, 
W.  JB.  Reed,  Samuel  Rush,  John  Savage,  jr.,  Thomas 
W.  Morris,  C.  W.  Morris,  Robert  Burton,  Thomas  Pat- 
terson, Wm.  Hughs,  jr  ,  Cornelius  Tiers,  Arundius 
Tiers,  Dennis  Sweeney,  Robert  Bethell,  Peter  Woods, 
John  Struthers,  Geo.  W.  Toland,  David  E.  Wilson, 
Josiah  Randall,  Thomas  M.  Coffin,  Andrew  Donaldson, 
James  Maxwell,  Henry  Flickwir,  Peter  Williamson, 
Wm.  Robb,  Thos.  K.  Tress,  Daniel  Green,  Daniel 
Groves,  Alex.  Cook,  John  L.  Ferguson,  John  M.  Og' 
den,  Adam  Woelpper,  Wm.  Fitler,  Charles  Whartofl, 
jr.,  Robert  M.  Lewis,  George  P.  Little,  J.  R.  Bolton, 
Joseph  S.  Lewis,  jr.,  Joseph  Huddell,  T.  M.  Hubbell, 
J.  B.  M'Keever,  George  West,  Alex.  Hodgson, Thomas 
Hays,  Wm.  Jackson,  J.  M.  Taylor,Robert  roland,John 
Siter,  Benj.Tevis,  W.  B.  Dick,  Charles  Robin.son,Jesse 
Williamson.  JOHN  SERGEANT,  President. 

W.  C.  Donaldson,  ?  y.^^  presidents. 
Joseph  Smith,  J 

./.   TV  nuerss         ?  secretaries. 
L.  fV.  Wynkoop,  3 
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REPORT  ON  THE  COAL  TRADE. 

APPENDIX. 

(Continued  from  page  252. ) 
No,  15. 
ANSAVERS  OF  JOHN    WHITE,   ESQ. 
The  undersig-ned  respectfully  makes  the  following'  an- 
swers to  the  "Queries  submitted  to  the  coal  dealers 
of  Schuylkill  county  by  the  committee  appointed  by 
the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania  to  investig'ate  the  state  of 
the  Coal  trade.  Sec.  ' 

1st  Query. — "  How  long  have  you  been  enghged  in 
the  Coal  trade,  and  do  you  operate  under  a  charter  or 
in  your  private  capacity?  State  generally  the  extent  of 
your  operations,  with  such  particulars  as  you  may  deem 
pertinent  to  the  inquiry  before  the  committee." 

To  the  1st  Query. — 1  became  interested  in  coal  lands 
in  Schuylkill  county,  about  twelve  years  ago.  On  the 
10th  April,  1822,  seven  other  citizens  of  Pennsylvania 
and  myself,  (who  had  previously  selected  and  purchas- 
ed several  tracts  of  coal  lands  with  a  view  of  conducting 
the  business)  entered  into  articles  of  association,  b^- 
which  each  of  us  agreed  to  advance  certain  proportions 
of  a  capital  stock, to  be  expended  in  the  purchase  of  coal 
lands  and  mines  in  Schuylkill  count)-,  and  in  procuring 
the  necessary  tools,  implements  and  machinery  to  work 
the  said  mines  and  for  buildings,  and  procuring  tlie 
houses,  boats  and  other  things,  necessary  to  jjrosecute 
the  business  of  mining  and  transporting  the  coal  to  mar- 
ket." We  brought  some  coal  down  the  river  in  arks 
before  the  improvements  of  the  Schuylkill  navigation 
company  were  completed,  and  lost  several  thousand 
dollars  in  that  and  (to  us)  other  unprofitable  experi- 
ments and  operations. 

Finding  by  experience,  that  a  business  of  that  kind 
could  not  be  safely  or  satisfactorily  conducted  by  such 
an  association,  it  was  dissolved  in  1826,  the  lands 
were  sold  at  public  sale,  and  the  business  closed  at  a 
loss.  I  increased  my  interest  in  the  lands  by  purchas- 
ing in  company  with  others,  at  the  sale,  a  selected  por- 
tion of  them.  With  a  viev/  of  having  the  mining  busi- 
ness conducted  on  a  much  more  extensive  scale  than  it 
had  been,  and  of  introducing  an)'  improved  method 
practised  by  the  best  miners  in  England,  my  new  part- 
ners and  myself  furnished  to  a  person  who  went  to  En- 
gland for  that  purpose,  about  1000  dollars  to  pay  the 
passage  and  expenses  of  miners,  who  had  been  brought 
up  to  that  business.  'I'iiey  arrived  early  in  the  year 
1827,  and  under  an  agreement  that  they  would  repay 
the  advances  we  had  made  by  a  weekly  per  centage 
from  their  pay  until  the  amount  was  refunded.  AVe, 
however,  had  no  benefit  from  the  importation  (except 
in  common  with  the  other  land  holders  in  the  region) 
as  some  broke  their  agreements  and  deserted,  and  the 
others  were  dismissed  for  disoi-derly  comhict,  &,c.  We 
lest  nearly  the  whole  cost  of  importing  them.  Hut  their 
practical  knowledge  of  mining,  and  that  of  many  otiiers 
wlio  were  induced  to  follow  on  tlieir  own  account, 
(from  seeing  that  miners  were  in  such  demand  in  this 
country)  were  of  great  service  in  introducing  most  of 
the  subsequent  improvements  in  the  business.  Pre- 
vious to  this  period  the  coal  and  water  were  raised  in 
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buckets  with  a  windlass,  by  perpendicular  shafts  sunk 
on  the  vein,  liaising  it  by  horse  gins  and  inclined 
planes,  laid  on  the  bottom  slate,  was  first  introduced 
about  thi-i  time.  Soon  after,  the  English  miners  intro- 
duced the  method  of  mining  by  drifts,  driven  horizon- 
tally from  the  water  level  into  the  coal  veins;  the  great 
advantage  of  which  improved  plan  the  committee  saw 
for  thenriselves  in  their  visit  last  summer.  We  expend- 
ed considerable  sums  of  money  in  1827  and  1828,  in 
erecting  buildings,  opening  mines,  and  making  other 
improvements,  but  did  not  get  more  than  about  three 
thousand  tons  of  coal  to  market  on  our  own  account. 
We  rented  some  of  the  mines,  but  soon  found  we  could 
collect  but  a  very  small  proportion  of  the  stipulated 
rent.  Having  mucli  increased  my  investments  in  Schuyl- 
kill property  by  purchase  in  the  winter  of  1828,  with  a 
view  to  a  more  certain  and  a  more  extensive  prosecu- 
tion of  the  coal  business, and  encouraged  by  the  favour- 
able notice  taken  in  the  report,  made  by  the  committee 
of  internal  improvement  and  adopted  by  our  Legisla- 
ture, of  the  incorporation  of  a  coal  company  by  the 
state  of  Delaware  [see  Journal  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives,  1828— 29,  vc.l.  2,  page  609,]  myself  and 
others  were  induced  to  become  the  holders  of  the  stock 
of  that  company,  and  to  contribute  very  largely  to  the 
commencement  and  construction  of  the  Mount  Carbon 
rail  road,  the  course  of  which  as  directed  by  the  act  just 
then  passed,  extended  through  the  lands  to  which  we 
applied  the  charter-  That  road  w  as  completed  for  use 
in  the  year  1831,  and  saves  at  least  fifty  cents  per  ton  of 
the  expense  of  transporting  all  the  coal  on  it  to  the  boats. 
In  1831,  and  the  2  previous  years,  we  had  also  expend- 
ed large  sums  of  money  in  erecting  buildings,  construct- 
ing boats,  driving  drifts  and  tunnels,  and  making  other 
improvements  preparatory  to  oin- intended  regidarand 
extensive  prosecution  of  the  coal  business;  but  we  had 
mined  and  brought  to  market  in  that  time  but  about 
sixteen  thousand  tons  of  coal,  most  of  which  was  ship- 
ped coastwise,  and  disposed  of  in  other  markets,  to  in- 
troduce it  into  use,  and  to  establish  and  sustain  its  char- 
acter, some  of  it  at  a  heavy  loss,  in  competition  with  the 
coal  imported  from  England  and  Nova  Scotia — . 
And,  although  this  foreign  coal  is  still  imported  in  large 
quantities,  I  have  no  doubt,  but  that  the  superior  bi- 
tuminous .and  anthracite  coal  of  this  state,  will  in  a  few 
years, if  mined  and  brought  to  market  in  sufficient  quan- 
tities, supersede  it.  The  coal  wharves  erected  by 
the  Delaware  Coal  company  at  the  mines,  along  side  of 
the  Mount  Carbon  rail  road,  together  with  the  compa- 
ny's wharves  at  Mount  Carbon, measure  about  two  Ihoij- 
sand  feet  long.  The  lateral  mine  wharfand  coal  bank  rail 
roads  are  about  five  thousand  feet  long,  besides  the 
rail  roads,  laid  in  the  drifts,  and  tunnels  under  ground, 
all  which  together,  are  npw.ards  of  two  miles  in  lenjith. 
In  the  year  i832,the  quantity  of  coal  mined  and  brought 
to  market  by  the  Delaware  Coal  company',  amounted 
to  twenty  thousand,  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  Ions, 
of  which,  fifteen  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  tons  were  sold  ai\d  shipped  in  one  hundred  aiid 
sixty-nine  vessels;  the  coastwise  freight  paid  on  it. 
I  amounted  to  upwards  of  thirty  thousand  dollars.  In  the 
year  1833,  the  quantity  amounted  to  twenty-three  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  fifty-four  tons,  of  which  eighteen 
1  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-seven  tons  were  sold 
and  shipped  in  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  vcmcIs,  the 


259 


REPORT  ON  THE  COAL  TRADE. 


[Arnil 


coastwise  freight  paid  on  it,  amounted  to  upwards  of 
thirty-two  thousand  dolkrs.  A  statement  of  the  busi- 
of  the  company  for  eleven  months  of  the  past  year,  and 
a  general  statemenl  of  its  affairs  on  the  3Uth  November 
lust,  are  contained  in  a  report  made  to  tlse  Legislatuie 
at  llie  present  session  in  confurmity  to  the  ads  of  incor- 
poratii  n.  cop  es  of  which,  with  the  rcpori  of  an  expe- 
rienced and  competent  mine  engineer  and  underground 
surveyor,  of  the  slate  of  the  company's  mines  are  here- 
with submitted  as  a  part  of  my  answer  to  the  inquiries 
of  the  committee. 

from  these  documents.it  will  be  seen  that  Mr. Wilde 
estimates  the  qn:uuity  of  coal  which  ni.iy  be  brou.^^ht  to 
market,  (making  ample  allowance  fur  loss,)  from  the 
company's  mines  now  opened  and  n  ady  for  working 
above  the  water  level,  between  the  two  branches  of  the 
Mount  Carbon  rail  road,  to  be  two  millions  throe  hun- 
dred and  forty  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy -three 
tons;  and  as  all  the  mines  of  the  company  lying  between 
those  roads  are  not  yet  opened  and  ihe  company  own  a 
large  quantity  of  land  in  the  same  coal  range,  beyond 
the  "two  branehes,"  it  may  fairly  be  presumed  they 
may  take  at  least  as  much  more  coal  from  above  the  wa- 
ter level,  in  their  mines  yet  to  be  opened. 

The  general  statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  company, 
on  the  30th  November,  exhibits  the  following: 

Real  Estate. 
Coal  lands,   wharves  and  warehouses  at 


Mount  Carbon, 


§180,533  27 


Personal  Estate. 


Cash  on  hand  S4,637  53 

Coal  at  Philadelphia  11,329  50 

Thirty-six  canal  boats  9,728  16 

Bail  road  and  mine  wagons, 
and  other  articles  of  person- 
al property  necessary  to  be 
used  in  the  business  12,338  75 

Balance  of  accounts  in  favour 

of  the  company  38,401  18 


76,435  12 


Together  amounting  to 

The  debts  of  the  company, in- 
cluOing  loan  certificates  pay- 
able i'n  1837  or  1842,  (at 
the  option  of  the  holders,) 
together  amount  to  78,903  03 

The  amount  of  capital  stock 
actually  paid  in  149,750  00 


^256,968  39 


228,653  03 


ty  of  the  coal,  are  at  least  equal  to  any  other  in  the 
country.  These  lands  have  drifts  opened,  capable  of 
yielding  annually  (when  the  demand  shall  at  a  future 
day  justify  it)  one  hundred  thousand  tons  per  annum. 
'I  lie  land-i,  landings  and  warehouses  were  not  purchas- 
ed until  particularly  examined  by  a  very  intelligent 
committee  of  the  stockholders. 

The  company,  within  the  past  year,  has  purchased 
one  half  of  a  tract  of  which  they  before  owned  the  oth- 
er half,  (which  has  alw.\vs  been  estimated  as  of  less  va- 
lue than  their  other  lands, )  at  §200  per  acre.  Another 
tract,  adjoining,  within  the  same  period,  has  been  pur- 
chased by  two  very  intelligent  gentlemen,  one  ot  thorn 
residing  atPottsville.at  5250  per  acre;  and  very  recent- 
ly, about  eleven  acres,  also  adjoining,  (commanding  the 
water  level,  but  on  whicli  the  coal  above  had  nearly 
been  exhausted)  have  also  been  purchased  by  these 
same  gentlemen,  for  upwards  of  3,000  dollars.  By 
tlie  statement  of  the  business  of  the  company  in  1833, 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  depreciation  in  value,  by  use, 
&c.  of  rail  ro.ad  and  mine  wagons,  horses,  mining  tools, 
&.C.  used  in  the  business,  had  in  eleven  months  amount- 
ed to  one  tliousand  three  hundred  and  sixty-eight  dol- 
lars and  thirty-six  cents,  or  nearly  six  cents  per  ton  on 
the  quantity  of  coal  transported  from  the  mines  to  the 
boats.  A  verj'  capable,  careful  and  faithful  manager,  a 
short  haul  over  a  good  rail  road  and  the  best  arrange- 
ments for  loading  and  unloading  the  coal,  are  all  neces- 
sary to  do  the  work  at  so  small  an  expense  of  wear  and 
tear.  No  allowance  was  made  for  depreciation  in  the 
value  of  the  company's  coal  boats,  as  most  of  them  had 
very  recently  been  purchased  at  a  low  cash  valuation 
by  three  very  competent  judges  of  sucli  property.  The 
others  had  been  built  dm-ing  the  year,  and  were  credit- 
ed for  freight  on  the  coal  they  had  brought  down  at  the 
current  rate.  The  wear  and  tear  and  cost  of  building 
new,  and  repairing,coal  boats  may  be  estimated  at  least, 
\  at  twenty-five  percent,  per  annum,  of  the  amount  of 
capital  invested  in  them. 

2d  Query. —  "State  as  nearly  as  you  can  recollect, the 
number  of  principal  and  lateral  rail  roads  in  Schuyl. 
kill  Coal  llegion — the  extent  of  miles — what  portion  ( 
them  made  by  incorporated  companies  having  mining 
privileges — wliat  portion  by  individuals — what  portion 
by  companies  not  having  mining  privileges — when 
made  and  their  respective  cost?" 

To  the  2d. — 1  do  not  know  the  number  of  lateral  rail 
roads  in  the  region.  Most  of  them  have  been  made  by 
the  owners,  and  for  the  exclusive  use  cf  tlie  mines  to 
which  they  are  carried.  The  principal  rail  roads  have 
all  been  made  by  incorporated  companies;  they  are 


Leaving  a  surplus  to  the  credit  of  profit 

and  loss  of  {528,315  36 

after  charging  to  that  account  the  whole  amount  ex- 
pended in  driving  drifts,  tunnels,  &c.  in  the  years  of 
1832  and  1833.  Out  of  this  surplus  a  dividend  of  six 
per  cent  amounting  to  g8,985,  has  since  been  declar- 
ed. 

The  value  of  lands  in  every  coal  region  varies  very 
much,  and  in  none  more  than  in  Schuylkill  county, 
where,  in  addition  to  its  being  influenced  by  the  loca- 
tion, much  depends  upon  tl)e  qu;ility  of  tiie  coal,  the 
expense  of  minin.g  and  transporting  it  to  the  canal,  and 
the  quantity  that  can  be  taken  from  above  the  water  le- 
vel, without  much  expense,  by  drifts  and  tunnels.  The 
Delaware  Coal  company, having  been  or.ganized  under  a 
charter  from  another  state, did  not  consider  it  safe  to  hold 
the  fee  simple  title  to  lands  in  Pennsylvania.  The  pur- 
chaser of  the  Lmds  gave  mortgages  wiiich  were  assign- 
ed to  tlie  company.  Since  the  act  of  incorporation  by 
Pennsylvania,  the  fee  simple  title  to  the  lands  has  been 
made  to  the  company.  It  now  owns  about  one  thousand 
acres  of  land,  all  coal  lamlt.    Its  location,  and  the  quali- 


The  Schuylkill  valley  rail  road  about     10  miles  long: 


The  Mill  Creek  do. 

The  Schuylkill  Haven  and  Mine  Hill 

The  Mount  Carbon,  Danville  and 

Pottsville 
The  Little  Schuylkill 


do. 
do. 


The  construction  ofall  of  them  together  has  cost  nearly 
a  million  of  dollars.more  than  three  fifths  ot  which  has 
been  paid  by  tlie  stockholders   of  incorporated   coal 
companies.      The     other    subscriptions  form  a  very  S 
small  proportion  of  the  aggregate  cost,  it  having  been   « 
made  up  principally  by  loans  on  mortgages  of  the  roads  ; 
and  unliquidated  debt,  most  of  which  is  held  in  Phila-   J 
delphia.     The  Danville  and  Pottsville  rail  road  compa-  4 
ny,  and  the  Little  Scliuylkill  company,  both  have  mi-^J; 
ming  privileges.     A  very  large  proportion  of  the  whole  Vj 
amount  of  the  cost  of  the  Mount  Carbon  rail  road  wa»  ?J 
contributed  and  raised  by  those  largely  interested  in  in«  ''J 
corpnratcd  companies,    having  mining  privileges,  and     ■ 
the  Schuylkill  liaven  and  Mine  Hill  rail  road  company  V. 
was  projected,   and  a  large  proportion  of  the  original  j 
subscription  of  stock  to  that  road  was  made  by  the  New  * 
York  and  Schuylkill  Coal  company. 
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3cl  query. — "Have  the  mines  now  opened,  and  the 
rail  roads  and  other  improvements  now  completed  in 
tlie  reg'ion,  been  worked  and  occupied  during'  the  pre- 
sent season  to  the  extent  of  their  i;apacily?  If'not,  wliat 
amount  of  coal  in  your  opinion  are  they  capable  of  send- 
ing to  market  yearly." 

To  the  3d, — The  mines  now  opened  and  the  rail  roads 
and  other  improvements  now  completed  in  the  Schuyl- 
kill coal  region  have  not  been  worked  and  occupied 
during  the  last  season  to  the  extent  of  their  capacity. 
This  was  the  case  with  the  mines  of  the  Delaware  coal 
company  and  the  rail  roads  it  uses.  More  than  one 
half  of  its  mnies  which  had  been  opened  and  prepared 
for  mining  were  not  worked  at  all,  such  also  has  been 
the  case  at  many  other  collieries  in  the  region.  It  was 
estimated  about  a  year  ago  by  the  mining  association  of 
Schuylkill  county  that  it  would  require  all  the  drifts  to 
be  put  in  order  and  worked  vigorously  during  the  past 
season  to  produce  two  hundred  and  seventy  thousand 
tons  of  coal.  The  quantity  actually  mined  and  shipped 
was  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  five  hundred  and 
eighty-eight  tons.  I  believed  then  as  I  now  do,  that 
much  more  than  they  estimated  might  have  been  mined 
if  the  drifts  had  all  been  put  in  order  and  worked  vigor- 
ously. I  do  not  consider  myself  competent  to  estimate 
the  quantity  of  coal  they  are  capable  of  sending  to  mar- 
ket yearly.  The  quantity  of  coal  which  even  the  most 
experienced  miuers  may  estimate  can  be  taken  in  a  giv- 
en time  from  a  drift  or  vein  of  coal  with  which  they  are 
well  acquainted,  is  not  generally  to  be  relied  on.  It  is 
liable  to  be  influenced  by  contingencies  which  none 
can  foresee  and  which  frequently  totally  disappoint 
their  most  confident  calculations.  I  do  not  believe  there 
is  an  individual  in  the  region  who  has  such  knowledge 
of  the  different  coal  veins  opened  as  would  enable  him 
with  any  pretensions  to  accuracy  to  make  an  estimate 
that  could  at  all  be  relied  on,  of  the  quar.tity  that  could 
be  mined  and  brought  tomarket  from  them  yearly.  The 
rail  roads  are  capable,  (if  kept  in  good  order,)  of  pass- 
ing a  larger  quantity  than  the  canal  could  give  vent  to. 
I  have  estimated  the  capacity  of  the  canal  after  the 
locks  are  doubled  and  some  other  iiTiprovements  made, 
if  good  boats  are  employed  and  proper  regulations  adopt- 
ed, as  being  at  least  equal  to  the  transportation  of  a 
million  of  tons  per  annum. 

4th  Query. — "  From  your  knowledge  and  experi- 
ence in  the  coal  business,  do  you  consider  the  incorpo- 
ration of  companies  necessary  to  its  successful  prosecu- 
tion ?" 

5th  Query. — "  How  are  individual  coal  dealers  affect- 
ed by  the  acts  and  operations  of  incorporated  coal  com- 
panies, and  what  effect  if  any  has  been  produced  by 
the  extension  of  time  and  charters  granted  to  certain 
companies  by  the  last  legislature?" 

6th  Query. — "  What  do  you  consider  to  be  the  effects 
of  incorporated  companies  upon  the  general  prosperity 
of  the  country  and  wherein  does  a  population  or  com- 
munity growing  up  under  such  companies  differ  from 
that  created  by  individual  operators?" 

7th  Query. — "  In  the  present  state  of  improvements 
in  the  coal  region,  what  amount  of  capital  is  requisite 
to  a  proper  and  successful  prosecution  of  the  coal  busi- 
ness'" 

8th  Query. — "Can  the  mining  and  transportation  of 
coal  be  carried  on  as  economically  by  individuals  as  by 
incorporated  companies?'' 

To  the  Queries  4,  5,  6,  7  and  8. — "From  my  know- 
ledge and  experience  in  the  coal  business,  I  do  consider 
the  employment  of  large  capitals,  at  least  by  a  portion 
of  those  engaged  in  it,  necessary  to  promote  the  best 
interest  of  all  parties, both  producers  and  consumers. — 
I  mean  capital  beyond  that  which  may  be  invested  in 
lands,  rail  road  wagons,  canal  boats,  8i.c.  Sic.  Whether 
that  capital  is  brought  into  the  business  by  incorporated 
companies,  (having  no  other  privileges  than  those  grant- 
ed by  the  Legislature  to  the  four  companies  incorpora- 
ted at  its  last  session,)  or  by  individuals,  can  make  no 


other  difference  to  the  community  than  this:— In  com- 
panies, many  individuals  (as  the  extensive  manufacto- 
ries of  New  England)  may  unite  their  comparatively 
sm:dl  means,  and  each  participate  in  tlie  advantages,  if 
there  be  any  to  them,  of  jointly  making  up  the  large 
capital  wanted,  and  thus  prevent  the  business  from  fall- 
inginto  the  hands  '>fafew  large  and  wealthy  capitalists. 
But  the  fiict  is  indisputable,  that  although  several  large 
capitalists  have  purchased  coat  lands  on  speculation^  and 
some  with  the  expectation  of  obtaining  large  incomes 
from  them  in  rents,  few  of  them  have  been  willing  to 
expend  much  capital,  even  in  opening  their  coal  veins 
and  preparing  (hem  for  working.  None  have  yet  been 
willing  to  risk  the  capital  requisite  to  carry  on  the  busi- 
ness, on  their  own  individual  account,  to  any  considera- 
ble extent. 

No  individual  coal  dealer  has  been  injuriously  affected 
by  the  extension  of  time  and  charters  granted  to  certain 
companies,  by  the  last  Legislature.  It  is  confidently 
believed  the  interest  of  individn.al  dealers,  as  well  as 
the  public  at  large,  will  be  benefited  by  those  acts. 

The  Delaware  coal  company  have  sent  all  the  coal 
they  mined  down  the  canal,  and  sold  and  shipped  a  large 
proportion  of  it  to  other  markets.  Their  coal  has  all 
been  of  such  quality,  and  brought  to  market  in  such 
order,  as  to  raise  the  character  of  Schuylkill  coal,  and 
incre.ase  the  demand  for  it  in  other  markets.  They  have 
refused  to  submit  to  any  reduction,  dm-ing  the  season, 
from  the  prices  fixed  at  its  commencement.  It  is  not 
complained  of,  by  them,  that  individuals  have,  during 
the  whole  season,  undersold  them.  They  had  a  right 
to  do  so,  and  could  afford  it,  if,  as  is  generally  conceded, 
thebusinesscan  be  carried  on  more  ecomomically  by  in- 
dividuals than  by  incorpcn-ated  companies.  That  no  in- 
jurious effect  has  been  produced  by  the  operations  of 
incorporated  companies  in  the  Schuylkill  region,  may 
be  considered  as  at  least  admitted  if  not  proved,  by  the 
"  reports  of  the  board  of  trade,  to  the  mining  association 
of  Schuylkill  county,"  composed  exclusively  of  master 
colliers  and  those  connected  with  mining,  "  w  hose  ob- 
ject  and  duty,  by  their  constitution,  it  is  to  protect  and 
promote  the  interests  of  its  members,  and  who  would 
most  undoubtedly  have  made  it  a  prominent  part  of  their 
report  if  they  had  thought  the  companies  recognized  by 
the  Legislature  last  winter  had  injuriously  affected  the 
interests  of  '  master  colliers  and  those  connected  with 
mining.'  "  If  the  mines  belonging  to  the  companies  had 
been  divided  among  many  individuals,  they  probably 
would  have  had  a  much  larger  quantity  taken  out,  and 
the  coal  sold  at  the  landings,  or  forced  off  in  the  Phila- 
delphia market,  which  possibly  would  have  operated  to 
their  own  injury,  and  most  probably  to  the  injury  of 
others  engaged  in  the  same  business,  and  eventually 
also  to  the  injury  of  the  public,  by  reducing  the  prices 
so  low  as  to  drive  out  of  the  business  all  those  engaged 
in  working  mines,whose  locations  were  not  so  favorable 
or  advantageous. 

The  companies  have  been  of  service  to  the  mining 
interests  on  the  Schuylkill,  by  keeping  in  constant  em- 
ployment a  larger  number  of  miners  than  would  have 
been  employed  by  individuals  in  miningthe  same  quan- 
tity of  coal,  and  in  the  prompt  payments  they  have  uni- 
formly made  to  the  large  number  of  miners,  labourers 
and  boatmen  in  their  employ. 

The  effects  that  will  be  produced  by  the  incorpora- 
tions granted  to  the  two  companies  on  the  Susquehanna, 
will,  without  doubt,  also  be  very  beneficial  to  the  State, 
and  particularly  to  the  region  in  which  they  are  located, 
by  introducing  capital  fer  the  employment  of  labor,  and 
by  introducing  into  use  the  inexhaustible  quantities  of 
superior  bituminous  coal  of  that  region — an  article  in- 
dispensable in  many  branches  of  the  arts,  and  for  which 
the  United  States  have  annually  imported  very  large 
quantities  from  England  and  the  mines  of  Nova  Scotia, 
The  effect  of  incorporated  companies,  strictly  limited 
in  their  objects,  and  under  proper  responsibility  for  the 
security  of  the  public,  has  been  found  highly  favorabU 
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to  the  public  at  larg^e  in  New  England,  where  acts  of 
incorporation  have  been  freely  granted,  njidir  such  pro- 
per restrictions  as  ought  always  to  be  inserted  in.  them. 
The  security  of  tiie  ))ublic  aga  nsl  loss,  monopoly,  or 
improper  conduct  of  any  kind,  by  the  company, 
should  in  all  cases  be  most  carefully  guarded  against. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  act  of  incui-poration,  and  by  the 
statement  furnished  to  the  Legislature  by  the  Delaware 
coal  company,  in  conformity  to  its  provisions,  that  the 
holders  of  four  lliotisand  and  ten  shares  of  its  stock,  on 
which  but  one-half  or  twenty -five  dollars  per  sh:iie  has 
been  paid,  are  "eaciiinhis  individual  capacity  liable 
for  the  debts  aad  performance  of  all  contracts  entered 
into  by  said  corporation,  to  the  amount  of  the  balance 
unpaid  on  the  stock  of  such  stockholders. "  'Ihis  gives 
to  its  creditors,  personal  secarity  to  the  amount  of  one 
hundred  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  beyond 
the  capital  which  has  been  actually  paid  in.  No  kind  of 
monopoly  o;-  exclusive  privilege  has'bee:i  granted  to  them^ 
nor  has  any  been  attempted  to  be  obtained  or  exercised, 
and  the  legislature  reserves  to  itself  the  right,  as  in  other 
cases,  of  repealing  the  charters  granted,  which  ought 
and  no  doubt  would  be  exercised,  in  regard  to  either  or 
all  of  the  companies  that  shoidd  pursue  a  course  of 
policy  injurious  to  the  best  interests  of  the  company. 

Exclusive  of  the  cost  of  the  coal  lands  and  the  sums 
expended  in  building  miners'  houses,  wharves,  screens, 
&c.,  and  in  opening  and  preparing  the  mines  for  work- 
ing, laying  the  necessary  lateral  rad  roads,  &.c,  (together 
making  the  preparatory  capital  invested  in  real  estate,) 
the  amount  of  capital  requisite  to  a  proper  and  success- 
ful prosecution  of  the  coal  business,  may,  in  my  opinion, 
be  estimated  at  an  average  of  at  least  three  dollars  per 
ton,  on  the  quantity  of  coal  annually  mined  and  carried 
to  tide  water.  This  estimate  includes  the  outlay  of  ca- 
pital in  mining  tools,  mine  and  rail  road  wagons,  houses, 
boats,  &c.,  as  well  as  cash  capital  necessary  to  mino  and 
transport  the  coal  to  market.  Whether  the  land  owner 
mines  the  coal  himself  and  transports  it  to  market  with 
his  own  means,  or  it  is  done  by  others,  makes  no  difler- 
ence  in  the  amount  of  capital  necessary  to  be  employed 
in  the  business.  It  has  varied  in  different  years  since  I 
have  been  engaged  in  it,  as  the  article  has  been  more 


or  less  in  demand.  The  small  proportion  of  the  whole 
quantity  mined,  which  is  sold  at  the  landings  to  consu- 
mers, requires  but  very  little  cash  capital  to  conduct 
the  business.  The  larger  proportion  of  the  whole 
quantity  mined,  is  transported  to  tide  water  and  there 
sold,  and  requires  the  employment  of  an  additional  capi- 
tal in  bo, its,  and  cash  necessary  to  pay  boatmen,  tolls, 
and  other  expenses.  The  tiirie  when  sales  can  be  ef- 
fected, and  the  terms  on  which  it  can  be  sold,  whether 
on  long  or  on  short  credits,  materially  affect  the  amount 
of  capital  necessary  to  be  employed.  The  credits  ge- 
nerally given  to  cargo  purchasers  of  Schuylkill  coal,  is 
fromtluee  to  four  months  from  the  time  of  delivery, 
which  averages  about  the  middle  of  the  season,  say  the 
1st  of  August,  It  frequently  happens  that  good  pur- 
chasers cannot  be  met  v.'ith  at  satisfactory  prices,  par- 
ticularly in  the  early  part  of  the  season,  and  the  owner, 
to  avoid  the  inconvenience  and  great  expense  of  either 
storing  it  at  Philadelphia,  or  of  stopping  the  transporta- 
tion of  it,  ships  it  coastwise  on  his  own  account,  and 
does  not  get  Lis  capital  retin-ned  until  it  is  purchased 
by  tlie  consumer,  which  is  generally  not  until  after  the 
close  of  the  season,  and  sometimes  until  the  next,  with 
the  additional  advance  by  him  of  the  coastwise  freight, 
8ic. 

9ih  Query. — ••  Do  you  consider  the  means  of  indivi- 
dual coal  dealers  in  the  region  competent  to  supply  the 
market?" 

To  the  9th  Query — The  means  of  individual  coal 
dealers  in  the  region  are  in  my  opinion  entirely  incom- 
lutent  to  supply  the  market. 

The  mining  and  transportation  of  coal  to  market,  at 
tide  water,  requires  the  employment  of  a  larger  cash 
capital,  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  the  business, 
than  any  other  I  am  acquainted  with. 

10th  Query.  —  "Is  not  the  consumption  of  coal  in- 
creased by  having  a  constant  supply  in  the  market,  and 
what  has  been  the  average  rate  of  increase  from  the 
opening  of  the  coal  trade  to  (he  present  time?" 

To  the  lOlh  Query. — The  consumption  of  coal  is 
much  increased,  by  having  a  constant  supply  in  the 
market. 


I  herewith  present  tabular  statements. 


Containing  the  shipments  of  coal  from  the  mines  in  Schuylkill  county,  from  the  opening  of  the  navigation 
n  the  year  1825,  to  the  close  of  the  year  1833,  with  the  names  of  the  shippers  and  the  quantity  by  each. 


Shippers'  Names,  in 


J.  Andrews, 
J.  Ambler, 
A.  Armitage, 
L.  Audenreid, 
W.  Auge, 
J.  Adams, 
S.  Anderson, 
Capt.  Amen, 
,  Capt.  Ashfield, 
C.  Amos, 
W.  Addis, 
P.   Aurand, 
Ashlonfelter, 
Allen, 

Capt.  Arney, 
Capt.  Andrews, 
Baird, 
Bethel, 
Blair, 
Bowers, 
Bradford, 
Bags, 
Birchell, 
Beauchler, 
Capt,  Boyer, 
Capt.  Bartlett, 


laii5.  1826.  1827.  1828.  1829.  1S3U.  1831.  1832.  1833. 
Tons.  Tons  Tons.  Tons.  Tons.  Tons.  Tons.  Tons.  Tons 


128 


Total. 
Tons. 


11 
44 

874 
29 
15 
63 
46 
25 
25 
25 
12 

122 
23 

224 

118 
80 
82 
80 
23 

89 

23 
110 

80 

70 

26 
189 
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Shippers'  Names,  in 

1825. 
ons. 

1 826. 
ons. 

1827. 
ons. 

828. 
ons. 

829. 
ons. 

830. 
ons. 

1831. 
tons. 

1832. 
tons. 

1833. 
tons. 

Total, 
tons. 

" 

Banks, 

45 

45 

John  Bailey, 

133 

247 

430 

28 

38 

92 

1018 

George  Baum, 

17 

78 

90 

185 

J.  K.  Boyer, 

100 

360 

365 

S80 

1205 

J    Bcikenlin, 

113 

113 

N.  S.  Bi'ower, 

50 

45 

44 

76 

97 

91 

43 

446 

J    Broads, 

2-2 

22 

S.  Ball, 

147 

17 

23 

187 

Samuel  Brooke, 

47 

5911 

4340 

2335 

2264 

14897 

S.  Beam, 

157 

157 

S.  &  K.  Biderman, 

27 

26 

53 

Capt.   Biddle, 

47 

47 

Beaclitold, 

22 

70 

106 

75 

27.". 

Basstress, 

43 

92 

135 

T.  Barrynian, 

22 

37 

59 

T.  Baileff, 

20 

54 

116 

190 

J.  Barlow, 

26 

26 

.1.  Booth, 

22 

22 

Brook  8;  Potts, 

3225 

105 

3330 

J.  M.  &.  J.  R  Bolton  Si 

A.  Bolton, 

489 

6841 

2194 

4139 

6507 

6293 

26463 

A.  Buck, 

26 

45 

60 

277 

40 

448 

S.  J.  Burr, 

23 

23 

E.  Burton, 

176 

176 

J.Bechtell, 

91 

91 

Blislit  Wallace,  &c. 

2208 

3736 

4398 

5972 

6131 

22445 

J.  Britten, 

88 

30 

118 

Capt.  Bush, 

79 

28 

107 

74 

202 

490 

L.  Brush, 

62 

62 

A.  Bannon, 

53 

221 

42 

129 

445 

Boon, 

39 

36 

75 

S.  Byerlie, 

25 

25 

J.    Beck   &    Beck    & 

Woodside, 

28 

95 

491 

253 

867 

J.  Barraclough, 

27 

192 

2389 

56 

2664 

Barclay  &  Sword, 

160 

160 

William  Bosbyshell, 

528 

415 

943 

J.  Bingler, 

51 

231 

282 

J.  Best, 

15 

25 

40 

J.  &  W.  Brown, 

101 

83 

40 

224 

Capt.  Bates, 

56 

37 

46 

139 

John  Bickel, 

70 

275 

440 

125 

910 

George  Brommond, 

54 

54 

Capt.  Barton, 

18 

18 

D.  Bergen, 

29 

29 

Capt.  Bracewell, 

20 

24 

44 

Capt.  Budd, 

25 

63 

88 

M.  B.Buckley, 

1040 

593 

1633 

Charles  Brooks, 

777 

2187 

618 

3582 

T.  Bibeck, 

24 

24 

Bidding, 

69 

69 

Brock, 

10 

10 

Blystall, 

32 

32 

T.  &  J.  Beattys, 

57 

237 

245 

539 

BensiU, 

224 

224 

B.  Brace, 

40 

40 

B.  Bannon, 

38 

40 

225 

303 

Barker, 

58 

42 

100 

Barnet, 

40 

26 

66 

Bellman, 

103 

103 

S.  Bell, 

44 

44 

Bennet  &  Walton, 

611 

1433 

515 

2559 

Barkla, 

106 

624 

730 

Bond, 

45 

45 

Niel  Crosby, 

140 

140 

J.  Christian, 

42 

42 

John  Curry, 

519 

1764 

2368 

3174 

3167 

85 

11077 

S.  Christman, 

46 

23 

155 

205 

214 

643 

George  M-  Gumming  & 

Gumming  &  Potts, 
Clarkson     &    Hull    & 

2S 

1118 

4C 

351 

2672 

4209 

W.  B.  Hull, 

1052 

At 

1098 

A .  V.  &  T.  Cresse, 

57 

69 

126 

J.  Cooper, 

17 

17 

1         2630 

13 

Robert  Clarkson, 
Capt.  Carr, 

73S 

i: 

35 

1482 

S74 
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1825.  1826; 

1827." 

1828.|1829. 

1830. 

1831. 

1832. 

1833. 

lotal. 

Shippers'  Names,  in 

ons. 

ons. 

tons. 

tons.  .tons. 

tons. 

tons. 

tons. 

tons. 

tons. 

Capt.  CrawfoKt, 
Cliapmart 

22 
36 

22 
36 

Crllz 

58 

58 

Peter  Cnize 

29 

29 

Capt.  Clirislie 

60 

60 

C.Cheny 

12 

12 

C.  Covilby 

28 

28 

E.  Carlisle 

22 

71 

93 

C.  Ciomwell 

31 

31 

Capt.  Cook 

24 

119 

143 

P.  Cares 

32 

32 

Churchman 

36 

52 

88 

Benj.  Coombe 

36 

195 

48 

279 

Campbell 
Cole  &  Potts 

38 
40 

246 

737 

38 
1023 

Cornell 

50 

23 

73 

Clanig-an 
Clouser 

127 

60 

127 
60 

Ciitwright 

12 

12 

Clempson 

44 

44 
58 
36 
35 
252 

F.  Caverly 

Caul 

Conway 
J.  Carter 

5? 
35 

36 

252 

Capt.  Caldwell 
Coller 

31 
30 

31 
30 

J.  Dill,   J.    White  and 

others,    agents  until 

1832,  &.  183J,  in  the 

name  of  the  Delaware 

Coal  Company 
M.  Dougherty 

0 

47 

0 
176 

275 
188 

2292 
0 

4661 

5227 

6738 

20,225 

23,534 

62,952 
411 

George  Dougherty 

164 

0 

157 

321 

R.  Deans 

27 

0 

0 

0 

20 

35 

0 

82 

D.  Davis 

M.  G.  &  D.  Dougherty 

J.  Daws 

lOl 

70 

629 

25 

40 
73 

16 
0 

0 
38 

185 
145 

412 

885 

25 

12 

1829 

C.  Dengler 

12 

John  S.  Dennis 

L.    C.    Dougherty,    & 

1829 

Eldridge  &  Brick 
Dewitt  &  Fouday 

2686 

1467 
194 
249 
49 

3102 

9676 

5533 

22,464 
194 
851 

49 
1441 
433 
130 
104 
675 

38 
314 

Donnell  &  Davidson 
Capt.   Davies 

602 

Dialogue 
J.  Divine 
L.  Dickinson 

102 
65 

130 
55 

270 

238 

316 

308 

785 
60 

Geo.  &  Joshua  Duncan 
Doct.  Dewees 

Drinkhouse 

19 
145 

38 
143 

260 

30 

Dubosque 
Ditterline 

171 

Dusenbury 
Daniels 

27 

28 

337 

76 

27 
28 
413 

Douty 

Dyre 

Day 

Deutz 

Dieller 

Dietz 

273 
142 
46 
46 
98 

273 
142 
46 
46 
98 
32 
29 
453 
425 

Delwiler 
Dewees 
Jacob  Ewing 

261 

136 

28 

453 

32 
29 

J.  Eldridge 
J.  Engle 

51 

20 

121 

7S 

25 

276 
2) 

R.  Evans 
D.  Ely 

13 

26 

22 

3C 

6t 

65 

92 

R.  Emo 

W.  J.  Eckert 

C.  Emerick 

8e 
2e 

IS 

n 

7" 

165 
99 
18 
20 

C.  Ergood 

2C 

Ebert 
Ehler 

4C 
2i 

193 

174 

407 
25 

J.  C.  Ernst 

837 

837 

1834.] 
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Shippers*  Names,  in 

1825 

1826. 

1827 

1828 

1829 

1830 

1831 

1832 

1833 

Total. 

tons. 

tons. 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

.    tons. 

tons. 

tons. 

tons. 

M.  Evre 

il.KAin 

80           80 

Carit.  Evi-e 

68           68 

W.  iM.  Franklin 

26           26 

M.  Faust 

2. 

5 

415 

>      4842;      3264|  12,259 

^•.  &  S.  Fix 

2 

3^ 

t 

1 

23 

Fricker  &  Wharton 

20l 

12 

i 

183 

J.  Fithian 

9i 

20 

B    Frick 

4C 

99 

G.  &  L.  Fox 

40 

G  Fitzwalter 

29 

44|           9C 

178 

John  (;.  Flunigan 
Capt.  Fey 

12S 
2£ 

4S 

29 
171 

29 

Faustermaker 

5C 

Fleysher 
Capt.  Foster 
"      Finch 

54 
23 
28 
30 
69 
54 
20 

lOi 

2. 

50 
181 

23 

P.  Foust 

28 

Jabez  Fisher 

30 

C.  B.  &  S.  Fisher 
S.  F'oresman 

77 

69 
131 

Forney 
Fidler 

40 

20 
40 

Capt.  Field 

Felterwell 

15 
97 

25 

60 

334 

25 
409 

Freehooper 

66 

97 
66 
79 
71 

Ferney 
Plemming: 
J.  H    Fisher 

40 
71 

39 

Force 

161 

161 

Fritz 

24 

24 

Capt.  Frell 

184 

184 

Frey 
F.  Freehoof 

25 

128 

40 

128 
40 

Faustermaker 

25 

S.  George 
H.  Glandinff 
S.  &  J.  Grirten 

23 

25 

40 

49 

40 
97 

64 

21 

705 

55 

28 

852 

S.  Gristock 

24 

15 

60 

U.  C.  Golden 
S-  Grim 

35 
18 

" 

14 

107 

32 

Geiseinheimer 

16 

16 

Capt.  Gosling 

18 

55 

18 
55 

83 
93 

T.  VV.  Gardner 

68 

15 

31 

Capt.  Gaskin 
"     Gutwaltz 

67 
33 

26 

Graves    &   Epting,     & 

64 

J.  F.  Graves 
Capt.  Goodfellow 

141 
16 

7'34 
139 

1031 

257 

2594 

1Q1 

4500 
543 
234 

George  Guest 
J.  Graff 

100 

lol 
134 

S.  Griibb 

164 

164 

P-  Goodman 

230 

64 

294 

H.  Garnet 

20 

34 

54 

Gustheit 

15 

32 

31 

78 

Grove  &  Lotz 
Green 

20 
257 

135 

75 

20 
467 

Grundon 
Griscom 
Gilmore 

66 

106 

28 

80 

66 
106 
108 

S.  Graff 
M.  Gonagle 
D.  Gibson 

55 
128 

32 

50 
133 
56 
28 
25 
54 
141 

55 
128 

82 
133 

56 

Capt.  Goller 
Garber 

Grilley 
Griffen 
Glenn 
Godfrew 

28 
25 
54 
141 

Gouge 

45 
49 

45 
49 

Jennings 

20 

20 
143 

62 
433 

H.  C.  Jones 
M.  Isenprice 
Caleb  Johnson 

38 
56 

51 

26 
220 

54 
213 
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'                        .             1R25.  11826.  11 

827.   1 

828. 

829 

L830  '' 

1831. 

1832.  " 

1833. 

Total. 

Shippers'  Nan.es,  in          , 

ons. 

tons 

tons. 

tons. 

tons. 

tons. 

tons. 

tons 

tons 

tons. 

.Icnes  &  Keim 

"ue" 

63 

126 

146 
189 

Ca|)t.  Jackson 

341 

341 

Capl.  Johnson 
J.  Jacobs 
Thos.  Jones 

800 
71 

760 
106 

456 
214 
25 

2016 
391 
25 

Capt   Jiidv 

592 

592 

U    K.  Jacobs 
Jolm  Hann 

23 
18 

883 

906 
18 

J.  llaiimer 

60 

60 

Jos.  Hesman 
D. Hawks 

20 

121 

141 

104 

34 

SO 

168 

F.  S.  Hubley 

57 

23:: 

113 

29 

4( 

472 

John  Hanley 

24 

69 

97 

84 

1286 

1560 

p.  S-  &  J.  Haas 

27 

3436 

3992 

7940 

15,:>95 

Jos.  Haines 

33 

33 

J.  Heff.ier 

•53 

24 

49 

83 

209 

Hudson 

22 

50 

84 

13 

46 

22 

117 

356 

Huntzlnger 

146 

146 

Hartzog 

145 

145 

E.  B.  Hubley 

73 

73 

G.  Hoops 

20 

20 

Hardy 
T.  Hendrick 

26 

79 
475 

87 

43 

235 
475 

L-  Horning 

Jolin  r.  HoUerman 

202 
60 

70 

28 

300 
60 

C.  Hickley 

42 

42 

Capt.  Hoover 
•'     High 

13 

32 

46 

179 

46 

284 
32 

«'     Hevser 

28 

28 

"     Hoisteln 
"     H.vevstick 

25 
143 

25 
143 

C.  Humphreys 

23 

23 

S.    Hamilton 

60 

49 

109 

G.  Hummell 

14 

24 

38 

A.  Hand 

45 

109 

54 

208 

Capt-  Hoyer 

30 

31 

61 

H.  Hull 

Howser 

20 

30 

20 
30 

C.  Henry 

40 

40 

E.  Hughes 

34 

34 

Capt.  Hann 

41 

41 

Hertin 
Heilner  &  Bast 

94 

4797 

6212 

11,103 

Hughes    &   Polts,   C. 
Potts  &.  J.  Hughes 

1345 
78 

1975 

33 

3,320 
111 

D.  Howe 

Hosmer 
Haight 

121 
30 
56 
84 
86 

102 

223 
30 
56 

Hunser 
Hepenheimer 

133 

217 
88 

"yf". 

7482 

7482 

Hodgson  &  Co. 

204 

204 

G.  C.  Hale 

42 
40 

42 

J.  8c  W.  Hazard 

40 

Capt.   Hott- 

47 

47 

•«     Horning 

••     Houglicnbock 

53 
166 

53 
166 

"     Hoffman 
Hyfer 

28 
4^ 

28 
44 

Hooker 

42 
48 

42 

Heebner 

48 

Hern 
Howard 

C.  Hill 

C.  KaufTman 

2 

3      23 

3     r 

5 

48 
1876 

48 

1876 

332 

36 

G.  D-  B.  Keim 
1).  8c  J-  Kolp 

3 
10 

5 

9        4 

0 

1      14 

9     12 

3     17 

'    i 

I          5- 
) 

2f 

717 
78 

J.  Kemmell 

•^ 

35 

Kimber  8c  Stetler 

3 

5 

2 

) 

64 

J.  8c  D.  Kern 
Peter  Kerns 
T.  Kevser 
Keim  8c  Drinkle 

4 

4 

8 

3 

12 
2 

2 

D 

6       8 

2       9 
1 

5 

5 

25 

55 

5C 

1007 
160 
112 
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Shippers'  Names,  in 


Peter  Kruse, 
Kinsing  &  Hill, 
Capt.  J.  Kinsey, 
S.  &,  J.  Kln^, 

Keniieday, 
Jacob  Kline, 
J.  Kantner, 
Capt  Konklin, 
Capt.  Kirklin, 
Capt.  Kreemer, 
Capt.  Kooker, 
Capt,  Karsner, 
Capt.  Kalker, 
J.  Knight, 

Koons, 
J.  C.  Kinnan, 

Kromie, 

Kingler, 

Kepner, 

Kraul, 

Kay, 
Keim  &  Davies, 
W.  Lyons, 

Law  son, 

Llewellen, 

Lineback, 

Lebbs, 

Long, 
Little  Schuylkill  Co. 
Wm.  Lawton, 
Jas.  Lang, 
C-  B.  Leinhart. 
F.  Leiser, 
Jas.  Love, 
T.  Lusk, 

W.  C.  Lavensworth, 
H.  Lotz, 
J.  Langdon, 
Jas.  Lee, 
B.  Lease  !•, 
J.  Lyon  &  Birge,  "Wilde 

&  Co. 
George  Lyon, 
Capt.  Landis, 
D.  &  M.  Lewis, 
Capt.  Longnecker, 
Capt.  Leatherby, 
Capt.  Loungcoap, 
Capt.  Leonard, 
James  Lyons, 
D.  Light, 

Longacre, 

Leopold; 
J.  Lemmon, 

Longam, 
Levy  &  Hart, 
Lyon  Davis  8c  Co. 
Chas.  Lawton, 

Lloyd 
J,  Lott, 
II.  A,  Lyons, 

Lithgow, 

Lockhart, 
Lewis  8c  Young, 
Lewis  8c  Co. 
McWilliams, 

McEyre, 

Martz, 

Mears, 

Marga, 

Mortz, 

McMullin, 

Mott, 
T.  Mannan, 

Vol.  XUL 


1825. 
tons. 


1826 
tons. 


224 


1827 
tons. 


828. 

1829. 

1830. 

1831. 

1832. 

1833 

Total. 

ans. 

tons. 

tons. 

tons. 

tons. 

tons. 

tons. 

27 

30 

55 

161 

149 

188 
179 
55 

32 

98 

34 

178 

342 

59 

100 

61 

18C 

400 

16 

102 

118 

78 

197 

184 

64 

523 

24 

24 

18 

49 
26 
25 

140 
50 

44 

74 
30 
69 

27 
461 

142 

104 
117 
25 

45 
40 
84 
90 
45 

209 
26 
25 

184 
50 
74 
30 
69 
33 
27 

104 

117 
25 
62 

461 
45 
40 
84 
90 
45 

13855 

37506 

51361 

138 

177 

98 

1170 

178 

1761 

855 

899 

179 

71 

100 

3173 

14 

76 

90 

IS 

18 

115 

58 

173 

151 

97 
115 

47 
28 

17 

114 

90 

362 
115 
64 
118 

23 

138 

114 

132 

407 

18 

36C9 

18 
3609 

177 

364 

134 

675 

32 

32 

54 

56 

49 

159 

14 

14 

14 

14 

26 

26 

118 
15 

18 
13 

58 

54 

1261 

30 

35 
3577 
2219 
40 
47 
37 
55 
24 
54 

1439 
40 
31 
31 

150 

1823 
371 
3189 

16 
138 

42 
22 
45 
46 

268 

15 

18 

43 

58 

89 

5400 

2590 

3229 

47 

37 

55 

24 

54 

576 

3000 

40 

31 

31 

16 

138 

42 

22 

45 

46 
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Shippers'  Names,  in 

McFadden, 
A.  M.  Murphy, 

C.  Marshall, 
S-  Mowry 
M.  Metcalf 
A.  McCaffcrty 
Morris  &  Johnson 
Henry  Morris 
Gaius  Moore 
Moore  &  Graham 
Miller  Sc  Kex 

J.  Madeira 
M.  Meloy 
Monro  8c  Smith 

McClellan 
W.  &  S.  Mitzer 
R.  Miller 
J.  Morgan 
J.  Murray 
J.  McAllister 

A.  Y.  Moore, 
John  J.  Moore 
\Vm.  Milnes 
Thomas  Mills 
J.  Miller 

Wm.  8c  C.  Moyer 
p.  Mann 
A-  McElroy 

Millberger 

Maxwell 
George  McUenry 
Capt.  Moore 

"     McCarty 
H.  Madden 
W.  McGee 
Jas.  Mitchell 

Matthews 

McConnell 

McCullough 

Martin 
A-  McCleney 
Jas.  Murray 
H.  Movvshower 

Maberry 
John  Miller 

McCord 

Morrow 
Maison  &  Turner 
N.  Y.  &  Sch'll  Coal  Co. 
N.  America  Coal  Co. 
Benjamin  Nehf 
William  Nothern 

B.  Nashton 
Joseph  Newbold 
S.  8c  Jas. 'Norton 
N.  Nathans 
Neligh  8c  Ernst 

D.  Nice 

Nugent 
A.  Newlin 
J.  Nelson 
p.  Nimen 

Noble 
Neligh  Lewis  Sc  Co. 
Francis  B.  Nichols 
Neligh  8c  Alden 

Newell 
John  C.  Offerman 

Orrick 
Morgan  P.  Old 
J.  Obershine 
S.  Ortlip 

Olmstead, 
Capt.  Orr 

C  Brien 


1825.(1826. 

1827. 

1828. 

1829. 

1830. 

1831. 

1832. 

1833 

Total. 

tons.  Itons. 

tons. 

tons. 

ons. 

tons. 

tons. 

tons. 

tons. 

tons. 

1 

30 

225 

35 

83 

83 
290 

56 

56 

25 

34 

143 

68 

270 

61 

54 

115 

22 

40 

62 

152 

1660 

7478 

9290 

6602 

1418 

224 

85 

8329 

207 

1795 

1875 

2213 

530 

556 

3877 
3299 

162 

1136 

1057 

358 

418 

435 

43 

3609 

50 

17 
166 

44 

96 
98 
45 
307 
50 

59 
136 

22 
46 

565 

69 

94 
17 

247 
211 
234 
45 
307 
615 

4C 

434 
184 
443 
185 

25 

45 

40 
504 
184 
443 
185 

98 

274 

327 

294 

993 

27 

68 

95 

22 

22 

32 

32 

40 

40 

82 

123 

205 

186 

249 

107 
26 

170 
20 
59 
54 
35 

168 
37 

29 

2879 

79 
147 
53 
20 
257 
29 
92 

46 

435 

107 
55 

170 
20 
59 

100 
35 
3047 
37 
79 

147 
53 
20 

257 
29 
92 

2798 

546C 

9157 

8449 

4293 

1022 

1022 
30157 

5182 

12710 

20485 

14961 

7557 

24082 

22048 

107025 

109 

3^ 
10 

1   45 
)  264 

84 
20 

272 
22 

20 

498 
43 

174 

272 
384 

20 
944 

65 

527 

294 

1794 

1138 

3753 

693 
16 
143 

278 
170 

971 

16 

313 

54 

54 

93 

46 
67 

43 

4702 

87 
10991 

93 

176 

67 

15693 

103C 

251 
433 
288 

1281 
433 
288 

47 

83. 

2423 

2904 

363 

26 

627 

599 

136 

7963 
660 
83 

22 

77 

171 

148 

242 

83 

68 

68 

84 

84 

70 

70 

27 

40 

27 
40 

1834] 


REPORT  ON  THE  COAL  TRADE. 


267 


Shippers'  Names,  in 

1825 

1826. 

1827-  1828. 

1829. 

1830. 

1831. 

1832. 

1833. 

Total. 



tons- 

tons- 

tons.   tons. 

tons. 

tons. 

tons. 

tons. 

tons. 

Ions. 

Abraham  Polt 

60 

186 

81 

327 

J.  Proctor 

215 

374 

50 

639 

Benj.  Pott 

61 

392 

David  PliiUips 

64 

308 

87 

451 

272 

1182 

Patterson  &  Hubley 

1674 

1674 

Burd  Patterson 

38. 

1456 

293 

1029 

3161 

John  Penman 

19 

515 

534 

Pott  &  Patterson 

142 

2889 

2271 

1326 

2028 

8656 

John  Pott 

26 

26 

George  H.  Potts 

291 

294 

585 

Thos.  Powell 

1330 

865 

2195 

S.  J.  Potts 

538 

30 

149 

717 

W.  S.  Pech 

35 

35 

Henry  Porter 

132 

216 

221 

569 

Capt.  Peacock 

28 

28 

"     Plait 

S6 

26 

Palmer  Sc  Garrigues 

94 

74 

557 

725 

Capt.  Penrose 

32 

140 

172 

John  Patrick 

127 

127 

C.  Parker 

1129 

2641 

3770 

F.  Parvin 

86 

86 

172 

Capt.  Popp 

18 

40 

58 

"    Powers 

58 

371 

429 

George  Patterson 

44 

945 

989 

Pauling 

40 

40 

Peacock 

208 

208 

Patterson  8c  Lewis 

1521 

1521 

Polkenhouse 

413 

413 

Petrajan 

26 

26 

Patton 

133 

133 

Phoenix  Co- 

2802 

8715 

11,517 

P.  Raush 

116 

116 

J.  Reed 

66 

28 

94 

Thos.  S.  Ridgeway 

287 

1425 

150 

1862 

R.  Rickert 

88 

416 

980 

946 

214 

353 

30 

721 

3748 

^  C.  Rider 

47 

20 

&7 

A.  Hambo 

24 

22 

.  26 

72 

D.  Roberts 

13 

152 

108 

273 

J.  Roades 

28 

68 

48 

144 

J.  Reese 

52 

79 

37 

40 

208 

T.  Rush 

102 

102 

Renshaw 

40 

40 

H.  Rheam 

20 

40 

60 

W.  Rogers 

15 

150 

349 

134 

80 

728 

Capt.  Ryan 

25 

103 

75 

203 

Ryswick 

38 

38 

J.  Robb 

22 

22 

Rhoddmer 

32 

50 

82 

C  Randolph 

97 

97 

Jos.  Riley 

14 

14 

J.  Rickert 

150 

155 

5660 

801 

6766 

Rarn 

18 

18 

D.  J.  Ridgway 

70 

70 

S.  B.  Reeves  &  Co. 

10,612 

15,604 

26,216 

Capt.  Reeser 

76 

152 

228 

•'     Rapp 

51 

51 

Reifsnyder 

237 

237 

Richards 

180 

180 

Thos.  Robinson 

1813 

1813 

S.  Raber 

30 

30 

Reynolds 

t2 

42 

Ray 

95 

95 

Riehen 

154 

154 

Rife 

26 

.26 

T.  Summer 

15 

14 

29 

P.  Sard 

12 

12 

Jacob  Seitzinger 

13 

67 

94 

174 

J.  H.  Sh-.fer 

46 

38 

178        56 

117 

435 

Thos.  Sillyman 

60 

1214 

199 

1473 

John  Schall 

145 

50 

461 

66 

231 

143 

1096 

R.  &  Z.  Savage 

13 

54 

67 

J.  Stoker 

20 

254 

48 

322 

Wm.  Stall 

39 

39 

Gideon  Scull 

459 

459 
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Shippers'  Names,  in 


John  Shippen  &.  Co. 
J.  Sedom 
J.  Schoner 

D.  E-  Sh:irpley 

E.  Scott 
T.  Serrick 
U.  Shillaber 

B.  H.  Springer 
L.  &  C.  Smith 

Slrouse 
C-  Storer 

Sullivan 
Spacke 

C.  Sharp 
Capt.  Stoffer 

Staley 
Sprucht 
Sayferbeart 
J.  Styles 

Shouch 
Capt.  Shepherd 

Shelly 
S.  Swift 
George  Sutton 
A.  Small 
Capt.  Senders 
E.  Safford 
J.  Shitz 
George  Sawtel 

Shoenday 
Capt.  Shulenberger 

Switzcr 
Sellers  8c  Davis 

Shellmore 
Capt.  Sawyer 
Swaim  8c  McPherson 
Cant.  Simpkens 

Serrill 
E.  Swift 

Skidmore 
John  Shuttleworth 
Capt.  SheOy 
Stall  &  Offerman 
Sowers 
Spear 
Solmes 
Capt.  Snowden 
Dr.  Steinberger 
Speice 
Snyder 
Shroder 
Streeper 
Sesler 
Capt.  Shibblebine 
Steller 
Shoemaker 
E.  Saylcs 

Shank 
Capt.  Sailer 

"     Sills 
B.  Spayd 
J.  Shoner 
Jas.  D.  Thompson 
D-  Thomas 
Jas.  Torbet 
S.  Towers 
J.  Tress 
Capt.  Trueman 
"     Troxel 
"     Trindell 
"     Todd 
«<     Toram 
«'     Titterville 
"     Townaend 


11825.  11826.  [1827.   1828.   1829    1830      1831.     1832.     1833.     Total. 
tons     tons.    tons.    tons.    tons.    tons.       tons.       tons.         tons. 


62 
33 
186 
105 
49 
87 
18 
50 
20 
15 
84 
28 
20 
99 
41 
20 
15 
20 
394 
20 
16 
54 
12 


1255 
18 


1324 
18 
35 
134 
30 
16 
22 
16 
20 
18 


1440 

25 


40 

1029 

28 


258 

769 

2532 

2796 

110 

300 

45 

183 

26 

29 

8945 

127 

229 

119 

200 

196 


148 


29 

1742 


2512 
50 


385 

35 
28 
159 

1450 
43 

45 


17,912 
28 
158 
140 
96 
294 
112 
2405 
339 
75 
157 
53 
5C 
20 
110 
115 
46 
20 
99 
41 
85 
244 
20 
394 
20 
209 
54 
36 
39 
20 
385 
38 
185 
58 
91 
37 
28 
1169 
1173 
2532 
2796 
139 
2042 
45 
183 
26 
29 
11,457 
177 
229 
119 
585 
196 
35 
28 
159 
1450 
43 
299 
45 
330 
42 
159 
162 
3608 
64 
35 
225 
30 
16 
22 
16 
168 
18 
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1825.  1826.  182r.  1828.   1829.  1830.    1831. 
tons.    tons.     tons.     tons.    tons.    tons.    tons. 


Jas.  Templln 

Teller 
Capt.  Taylor 

Trump 
George  Taylor 
K.  Taylor 

Tyson 
A.  Vantine 

Vanderline 

Verden 
Capt.  Valentine 

"     Vernon 
G.  S.  Vrieland 
Capt.  Vincent 

Vansickle 

Urley 
Jas.  Woods 
White  8c  Coombe 
Wynkoop  &  Co. 
R.  J.  Wilson 
Capt.   Wells 
S.  p.  Wetherill 
S.  G.  Walker 
M.  H,  Wythoff 

Wallizer 
Capt.  Wapples 
S.  Willow 
L.  S    Waters 
Martin  Weaver 

F.  Wade 
J.  Walliser 

G.  C  Wynkoop 
Capt.  Williams 
E.  Wells 
Capt.  Woodland 

•'     Warner 
Thos.  K.  Wallace 
Capt.  Willhouer 
J.  Work 

D.  Weise 
Thos.  Wright 
Capt.  Whipple 
Nelson  Wade 
Capt,  Wertzell 

Whyn 
Wagner  8c  Co. 
Capt.  Wringler 
Capt.  Whitman 
G.  S.  Wharton 
Walter 
Ward 
'   T.  C.  Williams 

Widowman 
Wickwire 
Walsh 
Jos.  White  &  Son 
R.  &  J.  Young 

E.  Yost 

T.  Youngman 
Yager 

Capt.  Yoe 
"    Yocum 
"     Zelby 
"     Zuneger 
"     Zimmerman 
«'     Zoler 

674  Shippers 


133 
1201 
30 
20 
25 
16 


4622 
405 
155 


117 


36 

334 

87 

66 

707 

1 

59 

1308 


1832.  1833.  Total, 
tons.   tons.   tons. 


240 


2359 
140 

27 

277 
457 
116 


151 

30 


20 
5560 


30 

6428 

171 

161 

124 

2182 

3782 

71 
77 
28 
4 


27 

35 

124 

240 

186 

504 

56 

24 

66 

18 

145 

26 

1677 

30 

45 

28 

76 

5823 

333 

133 

81 

15,918 

538 

5719 

170 

118 

25 

329 

2442 

604 

272 

1398 

24 

108 

84 

m 

3815 
32 
27 

312 
67 

396 
30 
32 
43 
27,560 
24 

123 
26 

320 

43 

641' 8 

171 

161 

124 

2182 

6406 

68 

101 
77 
28 
43 
27 
27 
24 
S7 


812,611 


The  statements  A  and  B  are  compiled  from  abstracts  made  from  the  account  of  permits  granted  by  the 
Schuylkill  Navigation  Company's  collector  of  tolls.  The  statement  C,  from  the  reports  of  the  respective  com- 
panies,  the  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  other  documents.  The  comparatively  small  aggre- 
gate difference  of  the  whole  quantity  of  anthracite  brought  down  the  Schuylkill  is  occisioned  by  the  difference 
between  the  quantities  for  which  permits  were  granted  and  the  actual  weight  at  the  weigh-locks,  and  by  the  er- 
rors and  omissions  so  liable  to  occur  in  making  up  an  account  composed  of  a  business  done  in  674  different 
names,  in  a  period  of  nine  years. 
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C- — Statement  of  the  respective  quantities  of  Lehigh 
Schuylkill  and  Lackawanna  (Anthracite)  coal  mined, 
and  brought  to  market  in  each  year,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  that  business  in  the  year  1820,   to  the 

•year  1833,  inclusive,  with  an  estimate  of  the  whole 
quantity  consumed,  and  the  surplus  remaining  on 
hand  in  the  different  coal  markets  (at  tide  water,)  on 
the  Ift  Jlpril  in  each  year-  The  estimated  amount  and 
annual  increase  of  consumption  and  the  retail  prices 
at  which  Lehigli  and  Schuylkill  wasdelivered  to  pur- 
chasers in  Pliiladelphia  in  each  year.  Also  a  state- 
ment of  the  quantity  of  foreign  (bituminous)  coal,  im- 
ported into  and  exported  from  the  United  States,  in 
each  year,  ending  on  the  oOth  September,  from  \8l\ 
to  1833,  inclusive,  showing  the  balance  left  for  con- 
sumption in  tlie  U.S. reduced  totonsof30  bush. each. 


ililiiiiiililiih^^"- 

Keceipts 

of 
Lehigh. 

tons  365 

1,073 

2,240 

5,823 

9,541 

28,393 

31,280 

32,074 

30,232 

25,110 

41,750 

40,966 

75,000 

123,000 

446,847 

i 

tons    — 

5,306 
16,835 
29,493 
47,181 
78,293 
89,984 
81,854 
209,271 
250,588 

Receipts 

Schuyl- 
kill. 

tons    — 

7,000 
43,000 
54,000 
84,600 
111,777 

300,377 

11 

m 

tons  — 

5,000 
8,000 
12,000 
18,000 
50,000 
none. 
60,000 
120,000 

OnhH'd 

at  tide 
wa'r  1st 
April. 

1 

3 
p" 

tons         365 

1,073 

2,240 

5,823 

9,541 

.33,699 

48,115 

66,567 

85,413 

122,403 

192,734 

226,820 

368,871 

545,365 

I'ol'l  on  h'd 
1st  April,  & 
br't  to  mak't 
during  year. 

tons           — 

365 

1,073 

2,240 

5,823 

9,541 

33,699 

43,115 

58,56/ 

73,413 

104,403 

142,734 

226,820 

308,871 

425,365 

Consump.  ot 

all  kinds  in 

year  ending 

1st  April. 

1 

^g^^^gg^^ggsisii  1 

i 

11 

650 

7 

650  750 

650 

5         10 

550  750 

550 

525 

U3 

1 

-1 
627,737 
970,828 
854,983 
761,815 
722,255 
970,021 
1,127,388 
906,200 
1,272,970 
1,640,295 
1,022,245 
2,358,037 

5  3  a 

o  -a  c 

3 
5 

8,318 
4,167 
2,846 

'  2,414 
4,140 
1,080 
180 
1,743 
4,758 

12,480 
4,329 

unk'n 

Bubhels 
export- 
ed into 
U.  S. 

- 

619,419 

966,661 

85  J, 137 

762,401 

718,075 

968,941 

1,127,208 

904,477 

1,268,212 

1,627,815 

1,017,916 

2,358,037 

2,524,320 

Bushels  re- 
maining for 
consump- 
tion. 

3. 

3 
C 

20,647 
32,222 
28,405 
25,413 
23,936 
32,298 
37,574 
30,149 
42,274 
54,260 
33,930 
78,601 
84,144 

Equal  tO| 

tons  of  30 

bushels 

each. 

This  owing  to  the  mild  season  is  probably  150,000 
-Ed.  Reo. 


]} — Satement  of  the  quantity  of  Anthracite  coal  ship- 
ped down  the  Schuylkill  in  each  year, from  the  open- 
ing of  the  navigation  in  the  year  1825  to  the  1833, 
inclusive:  Showing  the  number  of  shippers  in  eacA 
year  of  quantities  under  50  tons — from  50  to  300 
'tons— from  300  to  1000  tons— frcm  1000  to  4000  tons 
—4000  tol0,000  tons— 10,000  to  20,000  tons— and 
above  20,000  tons.  The  quantity  shipped  to  inter- 
mediate places  between  the  mines  and  Philadelphia 
— the  quantity  to  Philadelphia,  and  the  total  quanti- 
ty shipped  from  Schuylkill  county  in  each  year. 


% 

iiiiiilii 

Years. 

-  :j 

If 
11 

If 
s  = 

5' 

8 

ggSSfeJSi^EG 

Under  50  Ions. 

^ 

gggggisg^c; 

50  to  300  tons. 

o 

300  to  1000  tons. 

??' 

1000  to  4000  tons. 

^r^ 

4000  to  10,000  tons. 

M 

10,000  to  20, 000  tons_ 

Ol 

03t0                 h- 

Above  20,000  tons. 

f 

S  03  3    Ol  Ol  03  03  03 

To  intermediate  places  be- 
tween   the  mines  and 
Philadelphia. 

s 

o 

s 

tO03  00H^tOtOr^P-Ol 

To  Philadelphia. 

p 

oSo-ito^*'to>-' 

*»00tOO00^tOC7lOi 
"cc  *-  "03  "03  "to  "-  "rf^  CO  03 

ssfe2o-32Sfc;'g 

Total  quantity  shipped. 

i 

^liS'PgS^IS 

Whole  number  of  shippers 
in  each  year. 

From  these  statements  it  will  appear  that  from  the  first  com- 
mencement in  1!>20,  when  365  tons  were  brought  from  the  Le- 
high, the  quantity  had  increased  to  nine  thousand  five  hundred 
and  forty-one  tons  in  1824.  The  next  year,  1825,  (the  first  in 
which  toll  was  paid  on  coal  brought  down  the  Schuylkill)  the 
whole  quantity  brought  down  on  both  the  Lehigh  and  Schuylkill 
was  thirty-three  thousandjsix  hundred  and  ninety-nine  tons.  The 
consumption  of  the  year  ending  1st  April,  \S'ii,  is  estimated  to 
have  been  three  hundred  and  eight  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventy-one  tons,  showing  an  average  rate  of  increase  of  mure 
than  thirty-six  per  cent,  per  annum  in  the  seven  years  from  1st 
April,  1826,  to  1st  April,  1833. 

The  consumption  of  Coal  varies  much  according  to  the  great- 
er or  less  severity  of  the  winter.  An  early  and  severe  winter 
greatly  increases  the  consumption  as  well  by  the  necessity  of 
using  more  to  supply  the  usual  warmth  as  by  its  prevention  of 
supplies  of  wood,  in  consequence  of  ihe  freezing  of  the  streamB. 
If  the  last  and  the  present  winters  had  commenced  as  early ,and 
been  as  severe  as  the  winter  of  IHSl — 32,  there  would  have  been 
little  or  no  surplus  stock  remaining  on  hand  on  the  1st  of 
April. 

The  certainty  of  supplies- the  price,  as  well  as  the  greater  or 
less  severity  of  the  winter,  all  afiect  the  consumption,  An  ad- 
equate amount  of  capital  invested  in  the  business  by  different 
(Continued  on  page  27^.) 

f  For  a  table  of  Foreign  Coal  imported  into  Phila- 
delphia from  1820  to  1830,  see  Reg.  Vol.  vii.  page 
400.— En.  Kr.G, 
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Statement  of  the  quantities  of  coal  and  by  whom  mined  and  transported  on  the  railroads  in  Schuylkill 
county  in  the  year  1833,  and  the  quantity  shipped  by  each  miner  down  the  canal  as  ascertained  by  the 
published  statements  of  the  rail  road  companies  and  the  permits  granted  by  the  SchuyliiiU  navigation 
company. 


Mt.  Carbon  Mine  Hill  8c 

MillC.i 

Schll.Val. 

Total. 

Shipped  down 

No. 

Names  of  Shippers  on 

road. 

ichlLHav.R.  Road. 

Road. 

the  canal. 

1 

John  M.  Bickel  8c  Co. 

339 

339 

125 

2 

John  R,  Bowes 

931 

931 

3 

David  Brown 

261 

261 

4 

Samuel  Brook 

3119 

3119 

2264 

5 

Bennet  &  Walton 

2156 

2156 

515 

6 

Bennejoff  6c  Fitch 

1222 

1222 

7 

Beck  &  Woodside 

403 

403 

253 

8 

Aquilla  Bolton 

9410 

9410 

6293 

9 

Charles  Brooke 

941 

941 

618 

10 

Wm.  Bosbysheli 

408 

408 

415 

11 

Blight  Wallace  8c  Co. 

1935 

1935 

6131 

-     12 

John  Curry  6c  Co. 

744 

744 

85 

13 

Daddow  iX  Co. 

6.57 

657 

14 

Delavrare  Coal  Co. 

17264 

6860 

24124 

23534 

15 

Jacob  Dewees 

578 

578 

16 

L.C-  Dougherty  8c  Elridge  &  Brick 

5901 

5901 

5533 

17 

John  C  Ernst 

1049 

1049 

837 

18 

John  C.  Flannagan 

839 

839 

19 

John  Gemplin 

17 

17 

20 

J.  8c  T.  Graves 

142 

142 

2594 

21 

Wm.  Hall 

4 

4 

22 

Hughes  &  Potts 

20 

20 

213 

23 

Helner  Sc  Bast 

5541 

5541 

6212 

24 

A,  Hock 

124C 

1240 

25 

Hughes  8c  Dewees 

82: 

823 

26 

F.  Haas  8c  Co. 

2166 

2166 

1286 

27 

Hodgson  Pinkerton  8c  Co. 

5675 

5675 

7482 

28 

D.  R.  Jacobs 

2183 

2183 

592 

29 

Peter  Kern 

28 

57e 

604 

551 

30 

John  Kirkley 

105 

105 

31 

Kline  8c  Strauch 

426 

426 

32 

Charles  Lawton 

4279 

4279 

3189 

33 

R.  Long 

241 

241 

34 

S.  Lewis 

961 

961 

35 

Henry  A.  Lyon 

201 

201 

36 

Lawton  Weaver  8c  Co. 

261 

261 

37 

Alfred  Lawton 

318 

318 

38 

Mann  8c  Williams 

1209 

1209 

39 

Wm.  H.  Mann  &  Co. 

6749 

6749 

6428 

40 

James  Millens 

21 

21 

41 

Thomas  Martin 

2491 

2491 

42 

L.  Montgomery 

24 

24 

43 

John  Miller 

36: 

363 

294 

44 

W.  S.  8c  C.  M.  Hill 

223  f 

2236 

1876 

45 

Geo.  P.  Neligh 
Neligh  Lewis  8c  Co. 

401 

401 

46 

9291 

9291 

10991 

47 

Neligh  8c  Alden 

617 

617 

433 

48 

N.  A.  Coal  Co. 

23339 

23339 

22048 

49 

F.  B.  Nichols  8c  Co. 

3822 

3822 

251 

SO 

Palmer  8c  Garrigues 

2046 

2046 

557 

51 

Samuel  J.  Potts 

9044 

9044 

52 

Phoenix  Co. 

9049 

9049 

8715 

53 

Pott  8c  Coles 

658 

658 

737 

54 

Burd  Patterson 

67: 

921 

1593 

55 

George  Patterson 

1560 

1560 

50 

1149 

1324 

945 

56 

57 

Benjamin  Pott 
Pott  8c  Patterson 

50 

1149 

2028 

58 

V.  B.  Palmer 

1324 

59 

George  H.  Potts 

1353 

1353 

294 

60 

Charles  Potts 

1265 

1265 

1762 

61 

Henry  Porter 

126 

126 

221 

62 

Ridgway  Fisher  8c  Co. 

948 

948 

63 
64 

Thos  Ryan 
Samuel  Rickards 

5 

1820 

5 

1820 

801 

65 

R.  Rickards 

633 

633 

721 

66 

Thomas  Robinson 

2553 

2553 

1813 

67 

Thos.  Sparks 

38 

38 
95 
14 

68 

George  Spencer 

95 

69 

James  Sillyman 

14 

niQ 
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1                                                               iMt.  Carbonl  Mine  Hill  SC  ^Mill  C.|Schll.Val. 

Total. 

Shipped  down 

No. 

Names  of  Shippers  on 

Road.       Schll.I-Iav.R. 

Road,  j     Road. 

the  canal. 

70 

Peter  Stinemetz 

51 

51 

n 

Stinemetz  8c  Neligh 

35 

35 

72 
73 
74 
75 

Stephens  8c  Co. 
A.  Streeper 
Stall  8c  Offerman 
Dr.  Stineberger 

1637 
1184 
1331 
1120 

251 

1637 
1184 

1582 
1120 

385 
1742 
2512 

76 

John  Schmoldt 

1068 

1068 

77 
78 

B.  H.  Springer 

J.  Shuttleworth  8c  Co. 

500 
2076 

865 
248 

865 

248 

79 
80 

Peter  Stineberger 
Emor   Sayles 

500 
2076 

1450 

81 

George  Taylor 

138 

138 

186 

82 

Lewis  Waters 

216 

216 

83 

Francis  Wade 

664 

664 

84 

Wm.  Waters 

1805 

1805 

85 

J.  Wilde 

492 

492 

86 

Lebbens  Whitney 

223 

223 

87 

M.  Weaver 

512 

512 

1547 

83 

S.  P.  Wetherill 

5671 

5671 

5560 

89 

M.  H.  Wythoff 

2220 

2220 

1887 

90 

Wm.  Wagner 

16337 

16337 

16072 

91 

Robert  Young 

4557 

4557 

3782 

Sundry  persons 

38 

1503 

1541 

73137 

77162 

~37074 

23479^ 

Little  Schuylli 

ill  Navigation  Rail  Road  and  Coal  Compan 

y  37506              37506 

248358 

Total  quantity  shipped  down  the  canal  by  49  miners  and  s 

lippers  202266 

do 

do            do                    do         208   Purcliasers                  48322 

Total  quantity  sent  down  the  canal  250588  tons. 

{Continued  from  page  270.) 

hands,  ig  the  best  guarantee  that  cm  be  given  that  the  supply 
shall  be  equal  to  the  deraind  and  the  prices  reasonable. 

The  coal  business  in  Pennsylvania  is  yet  in  its  infancy,  and 
has  labored  under  a  want  of  experience  in  all  its  branches,  the 
modes  of  raising,  mining  and  transporting  it — the  uses  to  which 
it  was  applicable — the  quantity  that  could  be  introduced  into 
consumption,  had  originally  no  basis  of  calculations  to  rest  upon, 
and  have  been  undergoing  changes  and  raodifications  every  year 
since  the  business  commenced. 

No  one  would  have  been  believed,  who  should  have  predict- 
ed ten  years  ago  that  the  consumption  of  the  year  ending  in 
April  last  would  exceed  300,000  tons,  and  that  the  price  would 
be  reduced  more  than  three  dollars  per  ton,  yet  in  that  short 
space  of  time,  all  this  has  been  effected  by  the  improvements,  as 
well  in  the  mining  region  as  in  the  rail  ways  and  canals,  chiefly 
the  fruit  of  the  enterprise  and  capitals  of  companies  without 
which  it  is 'a  mitter  of  doubt  whether  the  consumption  would 
now  reach  50,000  tons  in  a  year,  or  rather  whether  the  trade 
itself  would  have  had  sufficient  importance  to  deserve  the  name. 
A  large  proportion  of  the  whole  quantity  brought  to  tide  water 
is  consumed  in  warming  manufactories,  in  steam  engines,  and 
the  various  other  purposes  in  manufactories,  and  the  mechanic 
arts  to  which  it  has  been  foundtobeso  admirably  adapted.  About 
15000  tons  were  purchased  last  year  for  ihetownof  Lowellalone 
now  rated  the  third  in  New  England,  it  is  situated  about  twenty- 
five  miles  from  Boston,  and  has  been  built  entirely  since  the 
coal  trade  began,  and  is  famous  for  the  manufactories  conduct- 
ed by  nineteen  incorporated  companies  having  an  aggregate 
capital  of  more  than  six  millions  of  dollars. 

11th  Query. — "  What  amount  of  capital  do  you  suppose  has 
been  invested  by  individuals  in  the  coal  business  and  improve- 
ments connected  therewith?" 

To  the  llth— The  amount  of  capital  invested  in  the  improve- 
ments made  by  the  Lehigh,  the  Delaware  and  Hudson,  the 
Schuylkill  navigation  and  the  incorporated  rail  road  and  coal 
companies,  together  amount  to  about  ten  millions  of  dollars;  as 
the  stock  and  loans  of  all  of  them  is  mostly  held  by  individuals, 
it  may  be  considered  as  capital  invested  by  individuals  in  the 
coal  business,  and  improKements  connected  therewith;  of  the 
amount  of  the  separate  individual  investments  Icannot  form  any 
satisfactory  estimate.  The  amount  of  capital  actualh/  invested  is 
however,  comparatively  very  srtiall.  Many  of  the  contracts  for 
the  purchase  of  lands  and  town  lots  in  the  Schuylkill  coal  region 
have  been  cancelled  and  the  teims  of  others  not  complied  with. 

12th  query.  "  What  is  tliu  nuniliLT  of  boats  now  used  in  the  coal 
trade  on  the  Schuylkill  na^l^'al.ioIl  by  iiidivuliials  and  companius 
respectively,  and  what  quantity  of  coal  are  they  capable  of  sending 
to  market  yearly!" 


To  the  X2th.  I  have  heard  the  number  of  boats  used 
trade  on  the  Schuylkill  navigation  last  season  estimated  a' 
to  near  six  hundred,  the  use  of  Iheinby  iuilividuals  and 


than  one  half  t 


ciiuld  be  brought  to 


than  full  emiduyr 
for  the  past  seasons. 

13tli  Qiiei-y.  "What  numberof  colliery  establishments  is  now  work- 
ed by  individuals  in  the  coal  region  and  how  many  by  incorporated 
companies?" 

To  the  I3th.  I  do  not  know  the  number  of  colliery  estal)Hsbnients 
now  or  at  any  period  of  last  year  worked  by  in  liviiluals  in  tlie  coal 
region.     Each  in:lividual  or  company  eng-iged  in  mining  coal  on  his 

veins  has  a>ol'liery  establishment.  With  this  view  of  the  subject 
there  are  three  colliery  establishmeutsMu  Schuylkill  county  worked 
by  comi)aniej  incorporated  by  the  la'ws'of  this  state,  and  I  regret  my 
information  does  not  enable  me  to  state  thenuml>er  of  individuals  who 


panymg  these  answers,  the  ( 
fify-ieven  persons  and  como 
down  the;canal  on  their  owli 
proportion  of  them  hatl  n:>tt 
know  a  number  whose  nam  ■ 


ttee  will  see  that  two  hundred  and 
vere  engaged  in  transporting  coal 
int,  during  the  last  year,  but  a  large 
ilo   with   mining  the    coal,  and  I 


asshippere  that 
giged  in  mining  and  had  colliery  establishments  of  their  own. 
Th..    quantity  of  coal  mined   at   the  colliery   establish- 
nie;il3of  individuals  which  w.as  sliippeddown  the.caual  tons, 

was  "  167,500 

And  by  the   thi-ee  companies  incorporated]  tons, 

by  thisjstate  viz.  Little  Schuylkill  37,50'5 

Delaware  2.3,534 

North  America  22,043  83,088 


Making  the  entire  quantity  250,588 

14th  cillery.  "  Were  the  m  niug  business  confined  exclusively  to 
individuals,  would  it  not  necessarily  fall  into  the  hands  of  rich  capi- 
talists?" 

To  the  14th.  I  have  no  doubt  if  the  mining  business  was  confined 
exclusively  to  individuals  th.at  a  large  proportion  of  it  would  necessa- 
rily fall  into  the  hands  of  rich  capitalists. 

Respectfully  submitted  by 

JOHN  WHITE. 

Philadelphia,  March  28,  1834; 

(To  be  continued.) 
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APPENDIX. 

(Continued  from  page  272.) 
No.  17. 

WlLKESBAKllE,   NoV.  17,    ISJ.J. 

Samuel  J.  Packer,  Unq. 

Dear  Sir — Your  favour  of  the  7th  instant  was  duly  re- 
ceived. I  avail  myself  of  the  first  moment  of  leisure  to 
give  you  "  some  account  of  the  discovery  of  the  ftlauch 
Chunk  coal,  and  the  measures  devised,  at  an  early  day, 
to  bring  it  to  Market."  A  hunter  first  discovered  the 
black  earth  that  covers  the  coal,  at  the  old  mine  at 
Mauch  Chunk,  and  reported  the  extraordinary  appear- 
ance to  Jacob  Weiss,  Esq.,  an  intelligent  gentleman, 
who  resided  at  I.ehighton,  within  ten  or  twelve  miles 
of  the  spot.  An  examination  was  immediately  made, 
and  anthracite  coal  found  within  ten  feet  of  the  sur- 
face. The  land  being  extremely  rough  and  barren, 
had  not  been  appropriated,  but  was,  forthwith,  taken 
out  of  the  land  office,  by  Mr.  Weiss,  and  a  company 
formed,  principally  of  public  spirited  citizens  of  Phila- 
delphia; the  mine  was  partially  opened,  and  some  small 
parcels  taken  to  the  city.  The  difficulty  of  kindling 
the  coal,  and  the  facility  of  obtaining  that  from  Liver- 
pool and  Virginia,  prevented  its  introduction  into  use; 
and  this,  with  a  hundred  other  projects  of  the  day, 
slept— was  forgotten  by  the  ptiblc,  and  scarcely  re- 
membered by  the  owners  of  the  stock. 

After  twenty  years  repose,  the  subject  was  awaken- 
ed by  the  late  war.  Jesse  Fell,  associate  judge  of  Lu- 
zerne county;  one  of  the  most  public  spirited  and  esti- 
mable citizens  of  Wyoming,  after  various  experiments, 
had  shown  the  practicability  of  burning  anthracite  coal 
in  grates;  and  the  article  had  been  extensively  used  in 
Wilkesliarre  and  the  neighbouring  towns,  for  several 
years  previous  to  the  commencement  of  hostilities;  and 
the  value  of  it  here  was  known  and  properly  appre- 
ciated. Commerce  being  suspended  with  England, and 
the  coasting  trade  interrupted  by  British  cruisers,  so 
that  neither  foreign  nor  Virginia  coal  could  be  procured, 
fuel  of  all  sorts,  and  especially  coal,  for  manufacturing 
purposes,  rose  in  Philadelphia,  to  very  high  prices.  Ja- 
cob Cist,  of  Wilkesbarre,  my  intimate  and  much  la- 
mented friend,  had  derived  from  his  father  a  few  shares 
of  the  Lehigh  Coal  company's  stock.  Sitting  by  a  glow- 
ing anthracite  fire,  one  evening  in  his  parlour,  conver- 
sation turned  to  the  Lehigh  coal,  and  we  resolved  to 
make  an  examination  of  the  mines  at  Mauch  Chunk, 
and  the  Lehigh  river,  to  satisfy  ourselves  whether  it 
wotdd  be  practicable  to  convey  coal  from  thence  by 
the  stream  to  Philadelphia.  Mr.  Robinson,  a  mutual 
friend,  active  as  a  man  of  business,  united  with  us  in 
the  enterprsie.  Towards  the  close  of  1813,  we  visited 
Mauch  Chunk — examined  the  mines — made  all  the  en- 
quiries suggested  by  prudence  respecting  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Lehigh,  and  made  up  our  minds  to  hazard 
the  experiment,  if  a  sufficiently  liberal  arrangement 
could  be  made  with  the  company.  Our  propositions 
were  met  with  the  utmost  promptitude  and  liberality, 
by  Godfrey  Haga,  the  president,  Mr.  Wampole,  secre- 
tary, and  other  members.  A  lease  was  obtained,  gi- 
Vol.  Xlll.  35 


ving  us  liberty,  for  ten  years,  to  take  what  coal  we 
pleased,  and  to  use  what  lumber  we  could  find  and 
might  need,  on  their  tract  of  ten  thousand  acres  of 
land;  the  only  consideration  exacted  being— that  we 
should  work  the  mines,  and  every  year  take  to  the  city 
a  small  quantity  of  coal— the  coal  to  remain  our  own. 
The  extremely  favourable  terms  of  the  lease,  to  us,  will 
show  how  low  the  property  was  then  estimated;  how 
difficult  a  matter  it  was  then  deemed  to  bring  the  coal 
to  market,  and  how  great  the  obstacles  to  bring  it  into 
common  use. 

During  the  winter  of  1813— '14,  Mr.  Robinson  com- 
menced operations.by  opening  the  mines.both  at  Room 
run  and  on  the  mountain;  but  other  more  inviUng  ob- 
jects presenting,  he  disposed  of  his  part  in  the  concern 
to  William  HiUhouse,  of  New  Haven,  Connecticut. 
Mr.  Cist  then  managed  his  own  part  of  the  business. 
June  2d,  1814,  Mr.  HiUhouse  and  myself  entered  into 
partnership, the  management  being.left  principally  with 
me. 

The  situation  of  Mauch  Chunk,in  the  midst  of  barren 
mountains,  and  a  sparse  population,  rendered  it  neces- 
sary to  obtain  provisions,  teams,  miners,  ark  builders, 
and  other  workmen,  from  a  distance.  1  made  immedi- 
ate arrangements  to  enter  in  business,  and  on  the  8th 
June  arrived  at  Lusanne,(fifty  miles  from  Wilkesbarre 
by  the  then  travelled  road,)  with  my  hands,  and  took 
up  my  very  comfortable  quarters  with  Mr-Klotz. 

On  Tuesday  the  9th  of  August,  I  being  absent,  and 
there  being  a  fresh  in  the  river,  Mr.  Cist  st;u-ted  off  my 
first  ark,  63  feet  long,  14  feet  wide,  with  24  tons  of 
coal— John  Roads,  pilot— Abel  Abbott,  [see  note  1,] 
Daniel  Blain,  Jonathan  Mott,  Joseph  Thomas,  and  John 
Thomas,  on  board  as  assistants.  The  stream  wild- 
full  of  rocks,  and  the  imperfect  channel  crooked;  in 
less  than  eighty  rods  from  the  place  of  starting,  the  ark 
struck  on  a  ledge,  and  broke  a  hole  in  her  bow.  The 
lads  stripped  themselves  nearly  naked,  to  stop  the  rush 
of  water  with  their  clothes.  At  dusk  they  were  at  Ea^ 
ton,  fifty  miles.  On  Wednesday  morning  they  sailed 
from  Easton,  Peter  Hawk,  pilot;  Daniel  Blain  and  Jo- 
seph Thomas,  assistants,  Rhoads  and  the  other  nana* 
returning;  and  at  night  the  ark  arrived  at  Black's  eddy. 
Thursday,  nth,  went  sis  miles  below  Trenton.  Here 
James  Gedders.a  new  pilot,  took  her  in  charge.  Hawk 
returning.  Friday,  12th,  arrived  at  Burlington— 13th, 
to  Ten  Mile  point— Sunday,  14th,  arrived  at  the  city  at 
8  A.  M.  —Monday,  unloaded  and  delivered  the  coal  to 
Messrs.  Steelwaggon  &.  Knight,  selected  by  Mr.  Cist, 
as  our  agents. 
Expenses  of  the  passage,  and  hands  down 

and  returning,  S^S  2/ 

Wages,  including  three  pilots. 


47  50 


§75  77 
Ark,   (cost   hieh    from    inconvenience    of 

Twenty-four  tons  coal,  raising  from  mine,  24  00 

Hauling  9  miles   to  landing,  at  ^4   a  ton, 

[see  note  2.  J  96  00 

Loading  into  ark,  ^  "" 

$330  77 


274 


REPORT  ON  THE  COAL  TRADE. 


[May      , 


So,that,in  the  first  experiment,  tlie  coal  cost  us  about 
fourteen  doll  .rs  a  ton  in  tlie  city. 

1  have  been  somewhat  minute  in  giving  you  these  de 
tails,  because  this  ark  was  the  pioneer,  and  led  oH  the 
coal  trade  by  the  Lehigh  to  Philadelphia,  now  so  ex- 
tensive and  important-  This  effort  of  ouis  might  be  re- 
garded as  the  acorn,  from  which  has  sprung  the  migh- 
ty oak  of  the  Lehigl>  Coal  and  Navigation  cumpaiiy. 

But  while  we  pushed  forward  our  labours  at  the 
mine — hauling  coal — building  arks,  &c.,  we  had  the 
greater  difficulty  to  oveicome  of  inducing  the  public  to 
use  our  coal  when  brought  to  their  doors,  much  as  it 
was  needed.  We  published  hand-bills  in  Knglish  and 
German,  stating  the  mode  of  burning  the  coal,  either  in 
grates,  smith's  fires,  or  in  stoves.  Num'.rous  certificates 
were  obtained  and  printed  from  blacksmiths  and  olheis, 
who  had  successfully  used  the  anthracite.  Mr.  Cist 
formed  a  model  of  a  coal  stove,  and  got  a  number  cast. 
Together  we  went  to  several  houses  in  the  city,  and 
prevailed  on  the  masters  to  allow  us  to  kindle  fires  of 
anthracite  in  their  grates,erectedto  burn  Liverpool  coal. 
We  attended  at  blacksmiths'  shops,  and  persuaded 
some  to  alter  the  Tou-iron,  so  that  they  might  burn  the 
Lehigh  coal;  and  we  were  sometimes  obliged  to  bribe 
the  journeymen  to  try  the  experiment  fairly,  so  averse 
were  they  to  learning  the  use  of  a  new  sort  of  fuel,  so 
different  from  what  they  had  been  accustomed  to. — 
Great  as  were  our  united  exertions,  (and  Mr.  Cist,  if 
they  were  meritorious,  deserves  the  chief  commenda- 
tion,) necessity  accomplished  more  for  us  than  our  own 
labours.  Charcoal  advanced  in  price,  and  was  diflicull 
to  be  got.  Manufacturers  were  forced  to  try  the  expe- 
riment of  using  the  anthracite;  and  every  day's  expe- 
rience convinced  them,  and  those  who  witnessed  the 
fires,  of  the  great  value  of  its  coal.  Josiah  White,then 
engaged  in  some  manufacture  of  iron,  with  character- 
istic enterprise  and  spirit,  brought  the  article  into  suc- 
cessful use  in  his  works,  and  It-arned,  as  we  have  un- 
derstood, from  purchases  made  of  our  agent,  its  incom- 
parable value. 

We  sent  down  a  considerable  number  of  arks,  three 
out  of  four  of  which  stove  and  sunk  by  the  way.  Heavy 
however,  as  was  the  loss  it  was  lessened  by  the  sale,  at 
moderate  prices,  of  the  cargoes,  as  they  lay  along  the 
shores,  or  in  the  bed  of  the  Lehigh,  to  the  smiths  of 
Allentown,  Bethlehem,  and  the  country  around,  who 
drew  them  away  when  the  water  became  low.  We  were 
just  learning  that  our  arks  were  far  too  large,  and  the 
loads  too  heavy  fur  the  stream,  and  were  making  prep- 
arations to  build  coal  boats  to  carry  eight  or  ten  tons 
each,  that  would  be  connected  together  when  they  ar 
rived  at  Easton.  Much  had  been  taught  us  by  experi 
ence.butata  heavy  cost, by  the  operations  of  1814 — 15 
Peace  came,  and  found  us  in  the  midst  of  our  enter- 
prise. Philadelphia  was  now  opened  to  foreign  com 
merce  and  the  coasting  trade  resumed.  Liverpool  and 
Richmond  coal  came  in  abundantly,  and  the  haril-kind- 
ling  anthracite  fell  to  a  price  far  below  the  cost  of  ship- 
ment. I  need  hardly  add, the  business  was  abandoned, 
leaving  several  hundred  tons  of  coal  at  the  pit's  mouth, 
and  the  most  costly  part  of  the  work  dune  to  take  out 
some  thousands  of  tons  more.  Our  disappointment  and 
losses  were  met  with  the  spirit  of  youth  and  enterprise 
We  turned  our  attention  to  other  branches  of  industry. 
but  on  looking  back  on  the  ruins  of  our  (not  unworthy) 
exertions,!  have  not  ceased  to  hope  and  bt  lieve  that  the 
Lehigh  Navigation  and  Coal  company,  when  prosperity 
should  begin  to  reward  them  for  their  most  valuable  la- 
bors, would  tender  to  us  a  fair  compensation  at  least 
for  the  work  done,  and  expenditures  made  which  con- 
tributed directly  to  their  advantage. 

I   mentioned  that  Josiah  While  had   used   coal  sent 
down  by  us.   Sagacious,  ardent,  and  of  expanded  view 
no  mind  in  the  city  was  more  capable  of  seeing  at 
glance,  to  what  account  the  vast  deposits  of  coal  might 
be  turned.     Perfecting  an  artificial  navigation  along  a 
rapid  river,  was  to  him  a  familiar  enterprise.     With  his 


partners  Messrs.  Hauto  and  Hazard,  he  took  measures 
to  obtain  posse  sion  of  those  mines,  and  a  charter  for 
the  Lehigh  Navigation  and  Coal  company.  The  rest  is 
matter  of  public  history. 

As  one  of  the  pioneers  in  the  great  work  of  introduc- 
ing the  use  of  Anthracite  coal  into  our  cities  and  upon 
the  sea  board,  1  cannot  hut  look  back  with  pride  and 
pleasure,  upon  the  success  which  has  foUowid  and 
grown  upon  our  humble  exertions,  a  success  infinitely 
beyond  the  utmost  stretch  of  our  imaginations.  Judg- 
ing from  w  hat  has  been  accomplished  within  the  last 
ten  years  on  the  Lehigh,  on  the  Schuylkill,  and  by  the 
Hudson  and  Delaware  Canal  company,  I  do  not  ques- 
tion that,  in  less  than  ten  years  more.  Anthracite  coal 
from  the  Wyoming  and  Lackawanna  valleys,  will  be  in 
extensive  use  throughout  the  Genessee  country,  on  the 
Lakes,  at  Detroit,  Kingston,  York,  Montreal  and  Que- 
bec. 

Note  1.— My  friend,  Mr.  Abiel  Abbott,  who  kindly- 
volunteered  his  services  to  see  the  ark  through  the 
rough  water,  and  to  whose  spirit  we  were  mainly  in- 
debted for  saving  her  from  sinking  when  she  stove  on 
the  rocks,  is  now  justly  raised  by  merit  to  the  highly 
responsible  station  of  superintendent  of  the  Lehigh  Na- 
vigation and  Coal  company's  extensive  business  at 
Mauch  Chunk. 

Note  2. — The  fact  may  not  be  uninteresting.that  we 
were  obliged  to  pay  four  dollars,  and  for  much  of  the 
coal  h:iuled,  four  dol'ars  and  fifty  cents  a  ton,  over  an 
exceedingly  rough  road  of  nine  miles,  where  now  by 
rail  way,  it  is  transported  for  twenty-five  cents  a  ton. 
Such  are  the  triumphs  of  human  industry  and  art!  Such 
is  the  difference  between  the  first  experimental  steps 
in  a  great  undertaking,  and  the  work  perfected  by  ca- 
pital and  skill. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  by 

Dear  sir,  your  friend  and  servant, 

CHARLES  MINER. 


No.   18. 

Extracts  from  the  First  Rppoit  of  the  Pottsville  Board  of 

Trade. 

So  early  as  1790,  coal  was  known  to  abound  in  this 
county;  but,  it  being  of  a  different  quality  from  that 
known  to  our  smiths  as  bituminous  coal,  and  being  hard 
of  ignition,  is  was  deemed  useless,  until  about  the  year 
1795,  when  a  blacksmith,  named  Whetstone,  brought 
it  into  notice,  b}-  u.sing  it  in  his  smithery.  His  success 
induced  several  to  dig  for  coal,  and,  when  found,  to  at- 
tempt the  burning  of  it;  but  the  difficulty  was  so  great, 
that  it  did  not  succeed. 

About  the  year  1800,  a  Mr.  William  Morris,  who 
owned  a  large  tract  of  land  in  the  neighborhood  of  Poi-t 
Carbon, procured  a  quantity  of  coal,  and  took  it  to  Phil- 
adelphia, but  he  was  unable;  with  all  his  exertions,  to 
bring  it  into  notice;  and  abandoned  all  his  plans,  re- 
turned, and  sold  his  lands  to  Mr.  Pott,  the  late  propri- 
etor. From  that  time,  to  about  the  year  1808,  no  far- 
ther efforts  to  use  it  were  made.  About  the  time,  in 
cutting  the  tale  race,  for  the  Valley  Forge  on  the 
Schuylkill,  they  struck  on  a  seam  of  coal,  which  induc- 
ed David  Berlin,  a  bl.acksmith  in  the  neighbourhood,  to 
make  trial  of  it;  his  success  was  complete,  and  from 
that  period,  it  has  been  partially  used. 

In  the  year  1812,  our  fellow  citizen  Col.  George 
Shoemaker,  procured  a  quantity  of  coal,  from  a  sliafl 
sunk  on  a  tract  he  had  recently  jjurchased  on  the  Nor- 
wegian, and  now  owned  by  the  North  American  Coal 
company,  and  known  as  the  Centreville  mines.  With 
this  he  loaded  nine  wagons,  and  proceeded  to  Philadel- 
phia; much  time  was  spent  by  him  in  endeavouring  to 
introduce  it  to  notice,  but  all  his  efforts  proved  una- 
vailing. Those  who  deigned  to  try  it,  declared  Col- 
Shoemaker  to  be  an  iinposter,  for  attempting  to  impose 
stone  on  them  for  coal,  and  were  clamorous  againit 
him. 
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Not  discouraged  by  the  sneers  and  sarcasms  cast  iip- 
on  him.he  persisted  in  the  undertaking',  and  at  last  suc- 
ceeded, ill  disposing  of  two  loads,  for  the  cost  of  trans- 
portation— and  the  remaining  seven  he  gave  to  persons 
who  promised  to  try  to  use  it,  and  lost  all  the  coal  and 
charges. 

Messrs-  Mellon  and  Blbhop,  at  the  earnest  solicitation 
of  Col.  Shoemaker,  were  induced  to  make  trial  of  it  in 
their  rolling  mill  in   Delaware  county,  and  finding  it  to  1  market  is  by  the  Lehigh.' 


a  model,  and  may  be  termed  the  beginning  from  which 
all  originated. 

No.   19. 

Queries  addressed  lo  the  Committee  of  the  Conyngham 

Convention,  by  the  Senate  Committee. 

1 What   is   the   extent  of  the  coal  region  in  the 

counties  of  Northampton  and  Luzerne,  whose  natural 


answer  fully  the  character  given  it  by  Colonel  Shoe 
makei",  noticed  its  usefulness  in  the  Philadelpliia  jja- 
pers;  and  from  that  period,  we  may  date  the  triumph  of 
reason,  aided  by  perseverance,  over  prejudice. 

In  the  year  1813,  several  small  openings  were  made 
in  different  parts  of  the  county,  by  sinking  shafts;  and 


2. — What  number  of  mines  has  been  opened,  and  has 
it  been  satisfactorily  ascertained  that  the  quantity  of 
coal  on  the  Lehigh,  (exclusive  of  the  Mauch  Chunk 
coalj  is  sufficient  to  justify  the  construction  of  canals  or 
rail  roads  from  the  mines  to  the  river.'' 

3.  -Whut  has  been  tlie  effect  of  the  acts  and  opera- 


the  coal,  taken  out.was  vended  to  the  smiths  and  others  |  tlons  o'  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  company  upon 
in  the  neighborhood,  at  twenty-five  cents  per  bushel,  |  the  cnleiprise  and  exertions  of  the  owners  of  these  coal 
or    three   dollars   and  fifty  cents  per  ton,    at  the  pit's    beds? 


fifty  . 

mouth.  These  shafts  were  sunk  but  a  few  feet,  in  the 
crop  of  the  vein;  and  the  coal,  raised  by  means  of  the 
common  windlass  and  buckets,  and  so  soon  as  they  at- 
tained a  depth  where  the  water  became  troublesome, 
(which  seldom  exceeded  thirty  feet,)  the  shaft  was 
abandoned,and  another  sunk;  and  the  same  process  un- 
dergone. 

In  the  year  1823,  an  improvement  was  made  in  the 
mode  of  working,  b)'  substituting  horse  power  and  the 
gin,  for  the  windlass  heretofore  used,  by  which  they 
were  enabled  to  clear  the  water  from  the  shafts  with 
greater  laciliiy,  and  to  sink  farther  on  the  veins.  But, 
with  this,  (as  it  w<is  then  conceived  great  improvement) 
they  were  only  enabled  lo  run  down  the  vein  for  a  short 
distance,  and  the  coal  in  point  of  comparison  was  infe- 
rior, as  experience  has  since  taught,  that  the  crop  is  not 
equal  to  the  coal  that  is  taken  out  lower,  and  when  the 
roof  and  floor  have  attained  the  regularity  and  hardness, 
so  necessary  to  ensui'C  good  coal. 

At  the  period  alluded  to,  rail  roads  were  unknown 
amongst  us,  and  the  mode  of  transporting  was  by  com- 
mon wagons,  over  roads  at  all  times  bad,  and  through  a 
country,  where,  from  its  mountainous  character,  the 
horse  was  able  to  peiform  but  little,  in  comparison  to 
what  can  be  done  on  a  plain  and  level  country. 
Yet, with  all  these  difficulties  the  work  was  continued, 
and  the  price  attained,  (owing  to  the  heavy  expense  of  j 


4  — Have  the  contemplated  improvements,to  connect 
the  Susquehanna  with  the  Lehigh,  been  in  your  opi- 
nion, prevented  or  retarded  by  these  acts.'  If  so,  state 
fully  the  facts  upon  which  that  opinion  is  based. 

5. — State  generally  the  resources  of  the  country  bor- 
dering upon'the  Lehigh,  and  the  probable  effects  of  » 
free  navigation  of  that  river  upon  the  future  prosperity 
of  the  community  at  large. 

Ko.  20. 
Report  of  the  C  )mmiitee  of  the  People  of  Nescopeck 

Valley,  upon  the  subject  of  the   Lehigh  Navigation 

and  the  Coal  Trade. 

To  the  Committee  of  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania,  ap- 
pointed at  the  last  session  to  investigate  the  state  of  the 
coal  trade,  &c. 

The  undersigned,  a  committee  appointed  by  the  citi- 
zens of  the  valley  of  the  Nescopeck,  at  a  meeting  held 
in  Conyngham,  on  the  fourth  of  July  last,  beg  leave  to 
submit  the  following  statement,  in  reply  lo  the  que- 
ries proposed  to  them  by  the  Senate  committee. 

Before  proceeding  to  answer  the  queries  submitted  to 
us,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  call  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  a  branch  of  the  subject  not  specially  alluded 
to,  we  mean  the  unconstitutionality  of  the  law,  under 
which  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation,  exercise  theip 


working)  afforded  but  a  scanty  pittance  to  the  men  i  m  ,  powers  and  privileges. 
ployed,  without  in  any  mantier,  reimbursing  the  owner  '  In  all  governments,  incorporations  have  hitherto  been 
of  the  land  for  the  loss  of  the  timber,  exclusive  of  the  regarded  with  jealousy  by  the  people,  as  institutions  of 
impoverishing  of  his  coal  beds.  '  a  dangerous  tendency,  and  hkely  to  produce  unfavour- 

As  far  back  as  1814,drifts  had  been  run  on  the  heads  |  able  results  upon  the  well-being  of  the  community 
of  veins,  in  several  places,  and  the   coal  brought  from  I  where  tliey  exist. 

them  in  wheelbarrows;  but  it  was  not  until  1827,  that  |  In  England  it  is  a  settled  rule  of  law,  that  no  incor- 
the  rail  road  was  introduced  into  drifts, and  from  that  pe-  I  poration  can  exist,  except  by  act  of  parliament,  the 
riod  to  the  present,drifls  have  been  the  universal  mode.  [  king's  patent,  or  by  prescription,  which  presupposes  a 
Improvements  have  been  making  from  that  to  the  pre-  :  previous  grant.  In  this  country  they  are  entirely  the 
sent  time,  and  it  is  believed  they  have  attained  that  de-  j  creatures  of  legislative  enactment,  and  consequently 
gree  of  perfection,  which  has  so  long  been  desired,  and  can  exercise  no  power,  but  such  as  are  specially  grant- 
such,  as  to  enable  the  miner  to  work  on  the  best  and  ed  by  the  act  creating  them-  They  take  nothing  by 
cheapest  plan.  j  implication,  nor  does  the  fact  of  their  creation  give 

The  introduction  nf  rail  roads  into  this  county  forms  j  them  any  powers  under  the  common  law;a.nd  hence,  no 
an  important  era  in  the  history  of  this  district,  and  de-  rights  can  vest  in  them,  but  such  as  the  Legislature  may 
serves  the  attention  of  all   who  ave  engaged,  or  in  any  |  constitutionally  transfer. 

manner  interested  in  mining;  as  by  their  introduction,  In   England,  where   the  doctrine  of  parliamentary 

those  distant  beds  of  coal,  that  a  few  years  since  were  !  omnipotence  is  .acknowledged,  corporations  are  dissojv- 
believed  to  be  too  remote  to  admit  of  being  worked,  ed,  whenever  their  exis'ence  is  found  to  be  prejudicial 
but  were  held  as  a  reserve  for  a  future  generation,  and  to  the  interests  of  tlie  country,  and  we  find  that  in  the 
were  supposed  to  be  unavailing,  until  all  those  beds  reign  of  Henry  VIU.  the  mon.asteries  were  dissolved  by 
lying  on  the  canal  were  exhausted,  and  which  are  now  '  act  of  parliament,  upon  the  ground  of  their  being  inju- 
brought  into  active  use,  and  the  whole  region  forming  rious  to  the  country.  If  then  in  England  the  question 
a  district,  averaging  eighteen  miles  in  length  from  east  of  expediency  was  made  to  bear  upon  this  matter  with 
to  west,  and  in  breadth  from  north  to  south,  four  miles  such  force  surely  in  this  country,  where  privileged  or- 
is traversed  or  intersected  by  rail  roads,and  is  rendered  dersare  opposed  by  the  spirit  of  our  constitution, the  Le- 
capable  of  being  worked.  '  gislature  would  not  hesitate  for  a  moment,  to  repeal  a 

Previous  to  tiie  erection  of  any  of  the  public  rail  I  law  which  in  its  efftct  is  oppresive  upon  a  large  portion 
roads,  our  enterprising  fellow  citizen,  Abraham  Pott,  of  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  and  it  is  not  saying  too 
constructed  a  rail  road  from  his  mines  cast  of  Port  Car-  \  mucli  when  we  make  the  assertion,  that  our  represen- 
bon  to  that  place,  making  a  half  mile.      1  his  served  as    tativcs  are  bound  by  every  principal  of  patriotism  lo 
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revoke  all  such  grants  as  have  been  inadvertently 
made,  and  restore  to  the  citizen  those  immunities  of 
which  he  has  been  unjustly  deprived. 

The  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  company  owes  its 
existence,  and  its  important  powers  and  privilegrs  to 
the  acts  of  assembly,  passed  in  1818  and  1822, 
which  acts,  we  believe,  are  probably  unconstitutional, 
and  such  as  the  Legislature  had  no  power  to  enact.  Our 
reasons  for  this  opinion  are. 

First  It  is  not  competent  for  any  government,  (nor 
is  such  power  claimed  at  this  day  by  the  greatest  des- 
potism in  Europe)  to  take  tlie  property  of  any  of  its 
subjects  and  grant  it  to  others,  except  for  some  great 
national  purpose,  and  then  only,  by  making  ample  com- 
pensation to  the  party  injured. 

If  this  proposition  is  true  in  the  despotic  governments 
of  the  world,  for  a  still  stronger  reason,  the  principle 
must  prevail  in  republican  Pennsylvania;  and  it  is  ex- 
pressed in  the  strongest  language 'in  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  which  declares  "  that  no  state  shall 
pass  any  law  impairing  contracts,"  and  "  private  pro- 
perty shall  not  be  taken  for  puhlic  we  without  just  com- 
pensation;" and  yet  strange  as  it  may  seem,  we  find  the 
Legislature  in  1818, sanctioning  a  contrary  doctrine,  and 
in  the  face  of  the  great  charter  of  our  liberties,  wrest- 
ing from  the  citizen  his  private  property,  and  transfer- 
ring it  to  three  men,  who  certainly  had  no  peculiar 
claims  upon  the  bounty  of  the  government  above  their 
fellow  citizens. 

The  Lehigh  river  is  a  puhlic  highway,  and  has  been 
so,  since  its  first  discovery.  It  needed  not  the  sanction 
of  human  laws  to  make  it  so;  its  claims  to  this  character 
rested  upon  the  immutable  decrees  of  the  Governor  of 
the  Universe.  The  whole  world  bad  an  interest  in  its 
waters,  and  those  whose  lands  joined  it,  had  the  use  of 
its  waters,  not  only  as  a  natural  right,  but  by  an  ex- 
press, or  an  implied  grant  from  the  state,  which  is  to 
be  found  in  every  patent  ever  issued  by  the  common- 
wealth. When  they  purchased  their  lands,  they  also 
purchased  the  water  power  found  thereon,  and  had  an 
undoubted  right  to  the  enjoyment  of  it,  provided,  the 
navigation  of  tlie  river  was  not  obstrticled  thereby,  or 
the  rights  of  their  neighbours  infringed.  For  this  pro- 
perty the  purchaser  had  paid  the  slate  a  valuable  con- 
sideration, and  the  faith  of  the  government  was  pledg-- 
ed  to  protect  them  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  acqui- 
sitions; yet  after  all  this,  they  see  with  surprise  and  in- 
dignation, a  weak  and  improvident  Legislature  seize 
their  possessions,  and  hand  them  over  unceremoniously 
to  enrich  the  coflTers  of  a  legalised  aristocracy. 

Had  it  been  necesary  for  any  great  puldic  benefit, 
that  White,  Hauto  and  Hazard, shonld  become  the  own- 
ers of  all  the  water  power  upon  the  Lehigh,  it  would 
have  been  some  excuse  for  such  a  measure.  But  the 
public  interest  did  not  require,  that  the  constitution 
should  be  trampled  upon,  and  the  private  rights  of 
the  citizen  violated,  in  order  to  cnnstriict  the  Lehigh 
canal.  The  canal  could  be  made  without  robbing  one 
man  to  enrich  another.  But  say  the  I,ehigh  company, 
the  water  power  of  the  river  was  given  to  us,  as  pay- 
ment for  making  the  canal.  This  cannot  be  true;  be- 
cause the  state  guve  the  company  the  privilege  of  p.ay- 
ing  itself  for  any  moneys  it  might  expend  for  that  pur- 
pose, in  the  tolls  upon  tne  canal,  when  it  should  be 
completed.  But  if  this  assertion  is  true,  it  would  only 
show,  that  the  Legislature  had  violated  another  funda- 
mental doctrine  of  our  government.and  an  express  pro- 
vision of  our  bill  of  rights  which  declares  that  '•  taxes 
shall  be  equal;"  if  however  property  can  be  thus  taken 
without  legal  assessment  to  construct  public  works, the 
burden  of  the  measure  is  thrown  upon  a  few  for  the 
benefit  of  all. 

Second.  The  whole  country  had  a  qualified  property 
in  the  waters  of  the  Lehigh,  and  therefore  the  govern- 
ment had  no   autliority  to  obstruct  its  free  navigation 


Legislature  could  not  have  changed  the  course  of  its 
waters  from  the  Delaware  to  the  Susquehanna,and  such 
an  attempt  would  be  considered  as  a  high  handed  act 
of  despotism,  and  a  direct  violation  of  the  law  of  nations. 
Yet  under  the  law  of  1818  .and  1822,  the  navigation  of 
the  river  is  effectually  closed  against  all  but  the  Lehigh 
coal  and  navigation  company,  and  its  consequences  are 
more  prejudicial, to  the  public  good  than  the  case  above 
stated  could  possibly  be.  In  that  case  it  is  probable 
that  as  many  would  be  benefitted  by  the  change  as  if 
the  river  continued  to  flow  into  the  Delaware,  but  as  it 
now  is,  the  natural  navigat'on  is  destroyed,  and  the  ca- 
nal ismade  by  the  proscriptive  policy  of  the  company  a 
mere  appendage  to  their  mining  operations,  atid  so  far 
from  its  being  a  public  highway  as  was  probably  intend- 
ed by  the  Legislature,  it  is  avowedly  but  a. privn/e  mad, 
and  only  used  for  the  purpose  of  passing  the  company's 
coal  to  market.  We  say  avowedly,  because  we  are  able 
to  prove  conclusively  that  the  company  charge  their 
present  proliibitory  toils  on  anthracite  coal  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  monopolising  the  trade  and  excluding  the 
second  coal  field  from  competition  with  their  own. 

Thirdly.  The  law  of  1822  is  unconstitutional,  (ifun- 
derstood  according  to  the  company's  construction  of  it,) 
because  it  declares  that  the  said  company  may  "  pur- 
chase, have,  hold,  receive,  possess,  enjoy  and  retain  to 
themselves  and  their  successors,  lands,  tenements.here- 
ditaments,  7-ents,  goods,  chailels  and  effects,  of  whatsoev- 
er kind,  nature  or  quality,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole 

ONE  MILLION  OF  DOLLAIIS. 

The  construction  given  to  this  section  of  the  law  by 
the  company  if  correct,  (which  we  shall  deny  in  its 
proper  place,)  would  render  it  so  palpably  unjust  and 
unequal  in  its  operations  upon  the  people,  as  would 
make  it  odious  in  the  most  despotic  government  in  the 
world  and  in  this  country  we  trust  it  will  meet  with  the 
steady  opposition  of  every  man  who  values  the  blessings 
of  civil  and  religious  liberty.  By  this  law  a  privileged 
order  is  created  who  are  completely  without  the  opera- 
tion of  tlie  laws  of  the  land.  Under  this  section  a  com- 
pany of  merchants  and  traders  are  organized,  who  are 
not  personally  responsible  for  their  acts.  With  a  capital 
of  ONE  MILLION  they  may  control  and  monopclize  the 
commerce  of  half  the  state.  They  can  command  the 
market  to  suit  their  views  at  all  limes.  1  hey  cannot  be 
indicted  for  their  acts  or  punished  for  frauds  in  the 
most  common  affairs  of  life.  The  company  have  in  fact 
but  an  ideal  existence  as  to  all  moral  purposes.  With- 
out a  soul  or  any  thing  tangible  upon  which  moral  ob- 
ligation Can  rest,  it  is  emphatically  above  all  law,  and 
although  its  agents  might  sometimes  be  made  reponsible 
for  their  misdeeds,  the  company  would  stride  like  a 
collussus  over  the  temple  of  justice,  regardless  alike  of 
the  laws  of  God,  or  the  rights  of  man. 

Where  we  would  .ask  the  committee  are  we  to  look 
for  a  constitutional  provision,  which  gives  the  Legisla- 
ture power  to  grant  such  privilege  to  a  company  of  men 
who  are  only  known  by  an  impression  of  ornamental 
copper  upon  a  piece  of  wax;  and  what  would  be  said  to 
an  a.ssociation  of  capitalists  who  should  make  an  appli- 
cation for  like  powers  at  this  day.  We,apprehcnd  they 
would  be  ridiculed  from  the  Legislative  halls  as  men 
demented,  or  treated  with  that  scorn  which  belongs 
only  to  those  who  would  build  their  fortunes  upon  the 
ruins  of  our  republican  Institutions. 

The  undersigned  are  not  disposed  to  deny  that  the 
Legislature  might  lawfully  pass  any  acts  having  for  their 
object  the  improvement  of  the  river  Lehigh  for  the  use 
of'the  puhlic,  but  we  deny  that  the  act  of  1818  and  1822, 
have  in  their  practical  application  had  this  efTect,  on  the 
contrary,  they  are  but  a  shelter  and  protection  to  a  few 
individuals  in  appropriating  to  their  exclusive  use  and 
benefit  the  property  of  the  public  as  well  as  the  proper- 
ty of  individuals.     The  river  Lehigh  is  not  now  a  pub- 

„ lie   highway,    which  every  citizen  may  use,  but  only  a 

All  might  freely  use  it,  and  no  power  on  earth  could    private  ro.ad  from  the  Mauch  Chunk  coal  mines  to  the 
appropriate  its  advantages  exclusively  to  itself.     The  I  Delaware  river.    If  then  the  Legislature  have  power 
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to  pass  laws  like  those  complained  of,  the  citizens  of 
Pennsylvania  have  no  protection  above  the  boors  of 
Germany,  and  are  at  the  mercy  of,  and  subject  to  tlie 
caprice  of  a  despotic  government,  which  may  at  its 
pleasure  take  from  the  citizen  liis  property  and  divide 
it  as  the  spoil  of  an  enemy  among  those  who  happen  to 
be  more  in  favor.  You  must  be  satisfied,  gentlemen, 
that  no  such  power  exists  in  Pennsylvania,  and  that  the 
people  when  they  frimed  the  constitution,  never  dream- 
ed that  any  such  should  be  exerted.  What  tlien  is  the 
constitutional  pretext  for  taking  private  property  for 
the  use  of  corporations'  There  is  no  possible  justifica- 
tion for  such  grants  except  that  in  the  provision  tlie 
work  shall  be  constructed  for  public  use.  The  letter 
and  tlieory  of  the  constitution  unite  in  perfect  harmony, 
in  sustaining  the  great  principle  of  doing  justice  to  in- 
dividuals and  at  the  same  time  promoting  the  general 
good. 

When  the  property  of  an  individual  is  required  for 
public  benefits,  the  community,  i.  e.  every  individual 
who  chooses  shall  have  an  equivalent  for  what  he  pays, 
the  right  of  using  the  property  so  disposed  of.  Can 
any  thing  be  more  clear  and  undeniable. 

In  applying  these  principles  to  the  present  case  let 
it  not  be  said  that  every  Individual  who  chooses  may 
use  the  Lehigh  canal,  for  if  the  toll  demanded  for  the 
use  of  it  be  more  than  the  value  of  his  product  after  it 
has  passed  over,  the  right  is  not  less  a  mockery  of  all 
the  rights  of  the  community  than  such  a  doctrine  would 
be  of  the  constitution. 

With  the  foregoing  brief  view  of  our  constitutional 
objections  we  will  proceed  to  answer  your  several  que- 
ries, reserving  the  further  consideration  of  this  point  to 
be  resumed  hereafter. 

We  propose  to  consider  your  two  first  queries  toge- 
ther.— 1  and  2.  The  coal  region  which  must  find  its 
natural  market  by  the  Lehigh  is  of  great  extent,  and 
may  be  safely  set  down  as  embracing  an  area  of  at  least 
one  hundred  square  miles.  Its  south  eastern  boundary 
is  marked  by  the  Red  Shale  formation  at  Spring  moun- 
tain, and  its  northern  and  western  limits  are  distinctly 
drawn  by  the  Red  Shale  formation  at  the  summit  of 
Buck  mountain.  Its  extent  from  northeast  to  southwest 
is  about  fifteen  miles,  and  its  breadth  from  southeast  to 
northwest,  from  seven  to  eight  miles.  Beginning  at  its 
eastern  extremity  near  the  river  Lehigh,  you  discover 
anthracite  coal  in  great  abundance,  sufficient  to  warrant 
a  rail  road  to  the  river.  In  pursuing  a  southwestern 
direction  from  this  point,  strong  indication  of  the  exis- 
tence of  the  mineral  present  themselves  until  you  reach 
the  Beaver  meadow  mines,  which  we  beheve  you  have 
examined  for  yourselves  and  it  is  therefore  unnecessary 
for  us  to  speak  of  its  great  extent.  Coal  is  also  believ- 
ed to  exist  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  these 
mines,  and  the  formation  is  continued  in  the  same  direc- 
tion until  you  reach  the  lands  of  Jacob  Alter,  Esq.  who 
has  opened  a  mine,  and  his  experiments  show  conclu- 
sively the  existence  of  an  immense  body  of  coal  at  this 
place,  which  is  unquestionably  connected  with  the 
Beaver  Meadow  formation.  This  is  probably  the  south 
corner  of  this  extensive  region  unless  it  connect  itself 
with  the  Schuylkill  and  Mahanoy  deposits  which  is  not 
improbable. 

From  Alter's  mines,  the  same  indications  continue  to 
present  themselves  in  a  westerly  direction,  until  you 
reach  the  Black  creek  of  the  Nescopeck.  Here,  at  the 
south  base  of  Buck  mountain  a  mine  was  opened  some 
years  since  by  Redmond  Conyngham,  Esq  ,  who  sent  a 
few  tons  to  the  city  of  New  York,  with  a  view  to  excite 
the  attention  of  that  city  to  the  feasibility  of  a  plan  to 
supply  the  inhabitants  with  fuel  from  this  regie  n.  The 
subsequent  development  at  Carbondale,  and  the  pro 
scriptive  policy  of  the  Lehigh  company  cut  off  all  pros- 
pect from  that  quar'er,  and  the  mine  lias  not  since  been 
worked.  From  Conyngham's  bed  you  pursue  tlie 
range  in  a  northeasterly  direction,  until  you  re.ach  Turn- 
bull's  mill,  a  short  distance  from  Mr.  Casper  Horn's  on 


the  Berwick  turnpike.  This  mine  has  been  worked 
several  years,  and  the  people  of  Nescopeck  valley  have 
derived  their  principal  supply  from  thence.  From  our 
own  person.al  knowledge  of  this  mine,  we  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  saying,  that  there  is  a  sufficient  quantity  of  coal 
to  warrant  the  construction  of  a  rail  road  to  the  Lehigh, 
and  if  the  navigation  was  opened  upon  equitaiile  princi- 
ples, stock  could  be  obtained  for  tliat  purpose. 

About  half  a  mile  northeast  of  this  point,  Mr.  Casper 
Horn  has  recently  made  an  opening  and  found  coal,  and 
is  now  mining  with  success;  it  is  of  an  excellent  quality 
and  in  great  abundance.  About  two  miles  distant  in  the 
same  direction,  near  Hazel  creek,  another  opening  has 
been  lately  made  with  like  success,  and  from  this  point 
to  the  place  of  beginning,  strong  evidences  of  coal  are 
observable. 

You  will  observe  gentlemen,  that  the  abode  descrip- 
tion embraces  only  the  outer  portion  of  the  region,  and 
within  these  lines  we  hsive  not  a  doubt,  but  that  a  close- 
ly connected  formation  exists  covering  the  whole  area. 
It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the  region  is  distinctly 
bounded  on  the  northwest  and  soutlieast  by  the  red 
shale  formation,  and  not  a  vestige  of  it  is  to  be  found  in 
the  intermediate  space,  and  when  we  add  the  fact,  that 
every  attempt  to  discover  coal  in  this  region  has  proved 
successful,  we  have  the  fullest  assurance  there  is  coal 
enough  in  this  region  to  warrant  the  construction  of  rail 
roads  and  canals  to  an  indefinite  extent. 

The  three  following  queries  will  next  claim  our  at- 
tention: In  answering  these  queries  it  will  be  necessary 
to  inquire  what  have  been  these  acts  on  the  part  of  the 
company;  and  in  order  to  give  you  a  full  understanding 
of  the  subject,  we  shall  be  under  the  necessity  of  taking 
a  brief  view  of  the  history  of  this  company  from  its  first 
organization  to  the  present  time. 

In  the  year  1818,  the  generalassembly  passed  an  act, 
entitled,  "  An  act  to  improve  the  navigation  of  tlie  river 
Lehigh."  By  this  act  Messrs  White,  Hauto,  and  Hazard, 
under  certain  regulations  were  authorized  to  make  cer- 
tain Improvements  in  the  navigation  of  the  river,  and  as 
a  compensation  for  their  expenditures,  they  were  au- 
thorized to  charge  tolls,  &c.  By  thisactthey  were  not 
made  a  corporation,  they  had  not  even  perpetual  suc- 
cession, or  a  common  seal,  but  were  simply  partners  in 
trade  by  the  terms  of  their  association.  They  were  in- 
dividually responsible  for  the  obligations  of  the  firm. 
Subsequent  to  this  grant,  this  Firm,  mortgaged  or 
pledged  all  their  privileges  in  the  navigition  to  a  cer- 
tain association  in  Philadelphia,  called  the  Lehigh  navi- 
gation company,  and  had  also  pledged  the  real  estate 
of  the  firm  to  another  association  In  that  city,  called  the 
Lehigh  company.  These  two  companies  amalgamated, 
and  under  an  arrangement  with  White,  Hauto,  ai;d 
Hazard,  an  application  was  made  to  the  Legislature  for 
an  act  ef  incorporation,  which  was  passed  in  1822.  By 
this  act  all  the  privileges,  which  had  been  previously 
granted  to  White,  Hauto,  and  Hazard  were  vested  in 
these  two  associations,  under  their  corporate  name,  viz: 
"The  Lehigh  coal  and  navigation  company,"  and  at  the 
same  time  the  property  pledged  as  aforesaid  was  also 
vested  in  the  said  company.  The  senate  committee  will 
observe  that  this  company  took  notlilng  in  relation  to 
the  navigation,  but  what  had  been  before  granted  to 
White,  Hauto,  and  Hazard,  by  the  act  of  1S18.  They 
acquired  nothing  in  addition  to  the  privillges  of  White, 
Hauto,  and  Hazard,  except  tlie  stockholders  were  not 
individually  responsible  for  the  acts  of  tlie  company,  and 
such  corporate  powers  as  were  specially  granted  them 
by  the  act  aforesaid.  By  a  careful  examination  of  this 
act,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  sole  object  of  the  Legisla- 
ture was  to  "improve  tlie  navigation  of  the  river  Le- 
high," and  in  the  language  of  the  preamble  to  the  law, 
it  "  was  the  manifest  interest  of  the  commnnwenlth  to 
promote  by  all  proper  means  an  object  so  important  to 
the  state."  This  then  was  the  cause,  which  moved  the 
Legisl.ature  to  grant  this  company  certain  privileges,  one 
of  which  was,  to  assess  tolls  upon  the  navigation,  as  a 
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means  whereby  they  might  remunerate  themselves  for 
monies  expended  in  the  construction  of  thi-ir  canal,  and 
for  this  purpose  alone  was  this  privilege  granted;  and 
as  to  the  company's  right  to  make  a  canal,  the  Legisla- 
ture only  made  them  the  mere  trustees  of  the  state  in 
regard  to  its  use.  It  could  never  have  been  the  design 
of  the  general  assembly  to  give  this  compuny  the  sole 
and  exclusive  use  of  tlie  canal,  but  on  the  contrary  the 
whole  act  proves  beyond controver-y,  tliat  it  was  intend- 
ed .as  a  public  liiglnv.iy  for  all  the  world,  and  to  this  end 
alone  were  all  the  provisions  of  the  act  directed. 

If  this  be  the  true  construction  of  this  law,  we  would 
respectfully  ask  the  honorable  committee,  how  the  com- 
pany can  be  justified  in  their  high-handed  measure, 
liitherto  pnrsued  in  relation  to  the  tolls  upon  the  cmal, 
as  we  have  before  remarked.  The  canal  is  clostd 
against  all  but  the  Lehigh  company — the  tolls  are  charg- 
ed not  for  revenue  purposes,  but  as  the  company  have 
often  declared,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  any  coal 
going  to  market  bnt  their  own — is  not  this  a  perversion 
of  the  desigji  of  the  Legislature?  Is  the  object  of  the 
law  attained?  Has  not  the  consideration  which  induced 
the  contract  between  the  state  and  company  completely 
failed?  In  v.ain  has  the  property  of  individuals  been 
wrested  from  them;  in  vain  has  the  water  of  one  of  the 
finest  streams  of  Pennsylvania  been  given  away,  if  this 
company  can  thus  violate  every  principle,  which  govern 
contracts  between  man  and  man;  and  in  vain  has  the 
blood  of  our  fathers  been  shed  if  such  a  tramplingupon 
the  rights  of  a  community  can  be  tolerated  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Independent  of  the  high  tolls  charged  on  anthracite 
coal,  we  would  direct  the  committee  to  the  examination 
of  certain  other  acts  of  the  company,  which  we  believe 
are  wholly  unauthorized  by  law,  among  which,  may  be 
enumerated,  the  high  toll  on  lumber,  the  toll  on  empty 
boats,  their  building  hoiis  s  to  rent,  buying  and  selling 
goods,  and  dealing  generally  as  merchants;  charging 
toll  on  passengers, /Jfr  capita,  he.  &.c. 

That  it  Is  unla«  fill  to  charge  toll  on  empty  boats,  we 
need  only  jefer  to  the  law  itself,  and  that  they  have 
done  so  is  proved  by  their  table  of  tolls  and  the  cnnfes- 
idon  of  the  acting  manager  in  his  pamphlet  addressed  to 
the  Senate  commltiee  last  winter,  in  which  he  attemp's 
to  justify  the  measure  by  quoting  the  Schuylkill  Law, 
and  saying,  it  is  "  only  neighbor  like."  I'he  company 
will  probably  justify 'their  acts  in  merchandising  and 
building  houses  under  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  1822, 
before  referred  to.  But  we  contend  that  this  section 
must  have  reference  to  the  subject  matter  of  the  law, 
and  it  was  never  intended  by  the  Legislature  to  make 
the  company,  merchants  or  landlords,  any  further  than 
was  necessary  to  en.able  it  to  construct  the  canal.  They 
could  not  have  intended  to  permit  to  build  up  large 
towns  and  thereby  control  the  community  by  means  of 
their  relation  as  l-.ndlord  and  tenants,  and  yet  under 
this  very  section  we  find  this  company  selling  goods  to 
the  amount  ofthous.ands  per  annum,  mono|)olizing  the 
trade  of  the  c  luntry  to  the  total  exclusion  of  individual 
traders,  and  we  have  proofs  that  the  company  have 
prohibied  in  their  town  of  iMauch  Chunk,  the  establish- 
ment of  stores  and  all  other  branches  of  business  In 
which  whey  were  themselves  engaged,  and  we  are  in- 
formed that  upon  this  subject  they  were  so  cautious  as 
1 1  introduce  restrictive  clauses  in  the  leases  to  their 
tcnents  whereby  they  were  restrained  from  business 
without  the  special  license  of  the  company  first  had  and 
obtained. 

We  beg  leave  to  state  another  fact  connected  with 
this  branch  ol  the  subject,  in  which  we  apprehend  the 
Commonwealth  are  largely  interested.  The  comjiany 
^t  one  time  (about  one  year  ago,)  prohibited  their  boats 
from  taking  in  anv  back  loading  from  Phihdelphia  to 
Easton,  though  they  were  permitted  to  do  so  .at  any 
point  on  their  own  canal,  and  one  member  of  this  com- 
mittee found  the  truth  of  the  above  assertion  in  the 
great  inconvenience  he  sufTercd  by  the  refus.al  of  the 


company  to  permit  anj'  boatmen  to  take  in  a  quantity  of 
plaister  for  him  which  he  had  purchased  in  Philadel- 
phia for  the  Nescopeck  valley  market.  We  will  not  say 
that  the  measure  was  dictated  by  a  desire  to  keep  the 
revenue  of  the  Delaware  division  as  low  as  possible  or 
because  they  dealt  in  the  article  at  their  store  in  Maucli 
Chunk,  but  will  leave  it  for  your  own  investigation. 
Whether  the  prohibition  is  still  continued  we  are  not 
informed.  If  these  facts  are  true,  and  that  they  are  so, 
we  pledge  ouiselves  to  prove,  it  may  be  asked  what 
effect  has  this  system  thus  pursued  by  the  company 
upon  the  public  generally.     We  answer. 

First. — The  contemplated  improvements  between 
the  trto  livers  have  hitheito  been  effectually  prevented, 
because  no  man  would  be  foolish  enough  to  invest  money 
in  cand  or  rail  road  stock  while  a  company  governed 
by  such  a  .system  held  in  their  possession  and  under  their 
sole  control  the  outlet  of  the  country  to  market.  The 
owners  of  coal  beds,  could  not  work  their  mines  because 
the  onerous  tolls  would  enhance  the  price  of  the  com- 
modity in  market  so  that  it  could  not  compete  with  the 
coal  from  the  Schuylkill  or  the  company's  coal  from  the 
Mauch  Chunk  mines.  We  need  only  to  refer  you  to  the 
Schuylkill  to  show  what  this  country  might  have  been 
had  the  company  pursued  a  liberal  pohcy  and  have 
made  their  canal  a  public  highway  according  to  the 
spirit  and  meaning  of  their  contract  with  the  Common- 
wealih.  Another  evil  resulting  to  the  state  and  espe- 
cially to  the  ciiy  of  Philadelphia  by  reason  of  this  poli- 
cy is  this:  It  is  a  fact  witliin  the  knowledge  of  this  com- 
mittee that  the  merchants  of  Wilkesbarre,  have,  and 
are  deserting  the  Philadelphia  market  and  have  actual- 
1}^  made  large  purchases  in  the  city  of  New  York  the 
present  fall,  because  as  they  say  they  can  send  their 
goods  cheaper  and  with  much  less  embarrassment  by 
the  Hudson  and  Delaware  canal  and  Carbondale,  than 
by  the  Dehvai'e  and  Mauch  Chunk  canal.  Is  the  state 
to  look  on  quietly  and  see  her  own  canal  become  worth- 
less, the  trade  departing  from  her  metropolis  on  account 
of  this  withering  policy.'  We  trust  not.  We  hope  that 
there  is  sufficient  intelligence  in  Pennsylvania  to  arres,t 
the  evil;  and  how  shall  it  be  done?  Permit  us,  to  sug- 
gest a  lemedy. 

We  stated  in  the  outset th.at  the  1  .w  of  1822  and  IBIS 
was  unconsitltutional  and  we  firmly  believe  so;  our  rea- 
sons are  before  you,  and  we  trust  they  will  be  duly  con- 
dei  ed,  We  .also  believe  that  the  acts  of  the  company 
amount  to  a  forfeiture  of  their  chartered  powers  and 
will  bring  thein  specially  within  the  operation  of  the 
20tli  section  of  the  act  of  1818.  We  say  then  here  is  a 
remedy  ample  and  full,  let  these  acts  be  repealed, 
'ther  for  the  "misuse  and  abuse"  or  on  account  of 
their  unconstitution.ality.  And  let  a  modified  charter 
be  granted  in  which  the  rights  of  all  concerned  shall  be 
strictly  guarded.  If  however,  the  legislature  should 
deem  it  inexpedient  to  resort  to  such  measures,  we  have 
mother  remedy  which  we  think  could  meet  with  HQ 
reason.able  objection. 

It  certainly  would  not  be  unreasonable  that  the  Lehigh 
company  should  p.ay  the  same  toll  on  the  Delaware  eli- 
sion which  they  charge  others  on  their  canal,  it  would 
only  be  measuring  to  them  again  such  mete  as  they 
measure  unto  others.  Therefore  if  the  tolls  upon  the 
Delaware  were  fixed  at  the  same  rate  as  upon  the  Le.. 
high,  it  would  be  putting  it  upon  the  company  to  assess 
ihiir  own  tolls  on  Doth  canals,  and  if  their  rates  were 
low,  so  would  be  the  Delaware;  if  high  "  the  sin  would 
lay  at  t/ieir  own  duor."  Let  it  not  be  said  that  the  com- 
pany would  take  the  bed  of  the  river  in  that  case;  they 
can  not  do  it,  and  beside  the  state  has  the  control  of  ihe 
tlet  at  Kaston  and  might  use  it  effectually  in  the  as- 
sessment of  such  tolls  as  would  make  it  a  matter  of 
choice  to  pursue  the  canal  to  Bristol. 

And  now  gentlemen  permit  us  to  ask  your  attention 
to  our  answer  to  your  5th  query.  Independent  of  the 
inexhaustible  coal  mines,  the  pine  forests  bordering  upon 
the  Lehigh  might  be  made  the  source  of  wealth  which 
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are  now  of  no  earthly  benefit.  A  free  navigation  of  the 
Lehigh  would  enable  the  owners  of  these  wilds,  to  turn 
them  into  fruitful  fields,  thousand  of  acres  woidd  be  re- 
claimed from  its  present  unproductive  a'ate,  and  where 
now  is  only  heard  the  howl  of  the  wolf  and  the  .scrcacli 
of  the  panther,  busy  towns,  and  cultivated  farms  would 
soon  be  seen  to  spring  up,  sustaining  an  active  and  in- 
dustrious population.  By  a  free  navigation  of  ihe  Le- 
high, the  rapid  settlement  of  the  whole  country  from 
the  Schuylkill  county  line  to  the  E.iston  and  Wilkes- 
barre  turnpike  would  be  ensin-ed,  the  trade  of  all  north- 
ern Pennsylvania  would  be  seciu'ed  to  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia. The  Nescopeck  canal  would  be  made,  there- 
by opening  a  direct  water  communication  to  western 
New  York,  Ohio  and  Michigan.  A  home  market  for 
the  surplus  production  of  the  Susquehanna  valley  would 
be  found  at  the  distance  of  twenty  miles,  in  the  13uck 
Mountain  and  Beaver  Meadow  coal  region-  These  are 
a  few  of  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  a  free  naviga- 
tion of  the  river  Lehigh,  and  if  some  measures  are  not 
taken  to  remove  the  evil  complained  of,  it  needs  not  the 
spirit  of  prophecy  to  foretell  that  in  a  few  short  years, 
Philadelphia  will  find  herself  deprived  of  the  trade  of 
all  northern  Pennsjlvania;  she  will  find  herself  at  the 
mercy  of  an  incorporated  company  for  her  supply  of 
fuel,  the  price  of  which  may  be  raised  upon  her  citizens 
at  pleasure.  This  country  so  rich  in  mineral  wealth  will 
continue  to  be  a  wilderness,  the  state  canal  from  Easton 
to  Bristol  may  or  may  not  derive  a  small  revenue  from 
the  Mauch  Chunk  monopoly,  and  finally  if  this  incubus 
is  not  dislodged  from  its  present  position  we  may  anti- 
cipate at  no  distant  day  that  the  political  influence  it 
will  be  able  to  exercise  by  means  of  its  wealth  and 
situation  may  prove  destructive  to  our  liberties. 

We  ask  then  from  the  Legislature  a  candid  and 
thorough  investigation  of  this  subject.  We  ask  it  as  a 
matter  of  right — we  ask  it  of  the  Legislature  as  the 
guardian  of  our  rights  and  as  the  representatives  ofa  free 
people. 

With  great  respect,  we  are  gentlemen, 

Your  very  humble  servants, 
J.  A.  GORDON, 
N.  BEACH, 
J.  DllUMHELLER, 
M.  S    BtiUNDAGE, 
A.  B.  WILSON, 
Conyngham,  Nov,  25,  1833. 

No.  2L 

Extracts  from   the  answers  of  the  Lehigh   Coal   and 

Navigation  Company. 

The  Lehigh  coal  and  navigation  company,  having 
given  as  full  answers  as  was  in  their  power  to  the  que- 
ries of  the  committee  of  Senate,  now  beg  leave  to  add, 
that  they  understand  the  opponents  of  the  company 
from  the  Conyngham  convention,  propose  to  make  their 
replies  to  the  queries  of  the  Senate  committee,  the 
vehicle  to  bear  their  oft  refuted  charges  against  the 
company,  to  the  new  members  of  the  Legislature.  The 
company  regret,  that  their  opponents  should  take  this 
unfair  course  after  avoiding  the  meeting,  which  they 
themselves  requested  of  your  committee,  for  the  special 
purpose  of  "hearing  charges  against  the  Leliigh  com- 
pany." Had  they  kept  the  appdintment,  it  would  have 
been  e.asy  f(jr  the  company  to  have  refuted  all  their 
charges,  as  at  Mauch  Chunk  they  had  all  the  necessary 
documents  for  the  purpose.  They  must  now  advert, 
by  anticip.'ition,  to  such  charges  as  they  suppose  will  be 
preferred  against  them,  that  the  "bane  and  antidote" 
may  go  together. 

One  serious  charge  was  made  that  the  company  refu.s- 
ed  to  permit  Jacob  Drumheller  to  send  his  plaister  by 
their  boats-  He  was  told,  in  reply  to  his  application, 
that  the  company  had  no  authority  over  the  boats  for 
back  hada,  that  he  must  make  his  bars^ain  with  the  bout- 
men,  for  Ihe  freight,  that  the  company  could  not  admit 


plaister  or  merchandize  to  be  sent  on  the  company's 
wharf  in  Pkitudelphia,  to  be  loaded  into  boats,  as  it  was 
found  to  interfere  too  much  with  their  coal  bu.siness, 
advised  hiin  to  apply  for  the  use  of  E.  Maine's  (the  ad- 
joining) wharf  which  he  ubluiiied,  and  uctualli/  sent  his 
merchandize  from  there  in  the  cumpany's  bunts.  We  re- 
fer to  our  "  printed  regulations  for  boating  coal"  which 
you  will  receive  herewith  to  show,  that  the  company 
could  not  refuse  to  take  back  freight  as  that  is  specially 
provided  for  in  the  first  article,  which  says  "the  boats, 
during  the  contract  are  to  be  confined  exclusively  to 
the  business  of  the  company  except  for  buck  frti'^hti" 
and  by  the  third  article  of  the  confruct  the  back  freight 
is  not  to  interrupt  the  regular  trips  of  the  boats." 

Tiie  company  have  bten  accused  of  monopolizing, 
and  not  permitting  any  peison  to  keep  store  at  Mauch 
Chunk,  of  building  houses  to  rent,  of  buying  and  selling 
goods  as  merchants,  &c.  The  facts  are  these:  Previous 
to  the  company  making  their  establishment  at  Mauch 
Chunk,  a  number  of  abortive  attempts  had  been  made 
to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Lehigh,- under  various 
laws  of  the  commonwealth.  'Ihe  undertaking  of  the 
compiiny  was  expected  to  share  the  s:ime  fate,  and  even 
after  the  Lehigh  navigation  was  completed,  the  Dela- 
ware canal  was  looked  upon  as  a  failure.  Under  these 
circumstances,  nobody  would  purchase  lots  in  the  wil- 
derness, as  the  town  of  Mauch  Chunk  then  was;  the 
hands  employed  by  the  company  must  have  houses  to 
live  in,  and  there  was  no  .alternative,  but  for  the  compa- 
ny to  build  them  and  make  the  house  a  p.irt  of  the  wa- 
ges of  the  men  at  a  stipulated  price  or  rent.  So  with 
the  store,  which  it  became  neces'.ary  for  the  company  to 
establish,  in  order  that  the  hands  might  be  supplied 
with  necessary  articles  at  fair  prices,  without  being  sub- 
jected to  the  expense  of  going  from  four  to  six  miles  to 
the  stores  in  the  country.  But,  no  obligation  was  ever 
imposed  upon  the  hands  to  purch.ase  at  the  company's 
store.  In  the  same  manner  the  company  were  obliged 
to  build  shops  and  furnish  the  tools,  necessary  for  the 
manufacture  of  every  thing  required  by  their  business, 
and  employ  workmen  by  the  montH,  or  send  eighty 
miles  to  Philadelphia  for  eveiy  thing  they  wanted.  But, 
upon  the  Delaware  canal  being  proved  to  form  with  the 
Leliigh  canal  a  practicable  connection  between  Mauch 
Chunk  and  tide,  the  situation  of  that  place  became  en- 
tirely changed;  there  was  then  no  difficulty  in  finding 
purchasers  for  lots,  and  houses,  stores  and  t.averns,  be- 
sides various  manufactories  have  been  establiahed  there 
by  individuals  on  lots,  purchased  by  them  free  from  all 
restrictions.  The  Mauch  Chunk  newspapers,  which 
you  will  i-eceive  herewith  will  confirm  this  representa- 
tion, by  the  advertisement  of  town  lots  for  sale  in  Mauch 
Chunk,  and  the  advertisements  of  the  various  store- 
keepers, mechanics,  tavernkeepers,  &c.  located  there 
since  this  change.  The  company,  by  being  surrounded 
by  civilization,  were  enabled  to  relinquish  all  the  vari- 
ous operations,  which  th.  y  were  obliged  in  the  wilder- 
ness state  to  carry  on,  and  now  have  every  thing  done 
on  contract  by  individuals  as  in  other  towns. 

The  Mauch  Chunk  newspapers  will  also  give  a  list  of 
tolls  established  on  the  Lehigh,  which  on  the  average 
will  be  found  as  low,  or  perhaps  lower  than  those  of 
any  other  canal,  made  by  an  incorporated  company. 
This  toll  list  will  conclusively  show  that  Philadelphia  is 
not  losing  the  trade  of  the  Wyoming  valley  in  conse- 
quence of  "  exorbitant  tolls,"  as  has  been  charged 
against  the  company,  though  it  Would  have  been  nearer 
the  truth  had  that  result  been  placed  to  account  of  haul- 
ing nearly  double  the  distance,  over  a  rough  mountain- 
ous turnpike  from  the  Lehigh  to  IVilhcsbarre,  that  is 
travelled  on  a  descending  road  from  Carbondale  to  the 
same  point. 

But  the  main  difficulty  is  the  "enormous  toll"  as  our 
opponents  style  it,  on  coal.  The  company  have  no 
doubt  charged  a  higher  rate  on  this  article  than  h.is  usu- 
ally been  charged  for  the  same  distance  on  other  canals, 
but  it  will  be  recollected,  that  coal  is  the  only  article  to 
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be  calculated  upon  for  revenue  on  the  Lehigh, whereas, 
other  canals  are  favored  with  all  the  different  kinds  of 
agricultural  and  manuliactured  products  in  uddilion  to 
coal. 

The  tolls  on  coal,  however, were  always  fixed  so  low, 
that  coal  could  be  taken  to  market  by  the  Leliigh  as 
low  as  by  any  other  route,  and  at  a  le^s  rate  of  toll  than 
was  actually  paid  by  the  company  themselves  on  the 
coal  which  they  sent  down,  in  the  amount  of  interest  on 
the  cost  of  the  navigation.  To  show  that  coal  could  be 
taken  to  Philadelphia  by  the  Lehigh  to  a  handsome 
profit,  even  when  (he  toll  was  twenty-nine  cents,  and 
four  mills  higher  than  it  is  atpresent,we  beg  leave  to  refer 
you  to  Hazard's  register  for  April  1828,  bottom  of  page 
"249,for  the  estimate  of  the  cost  of  coal,given  by  ihe  pre- 
sident and  managers  of  the  Beaver  meadow  rail  road 
and  coal  company  to  their  respective  stockholders,  and 
this  evidence  cannot  be  suspected  of  giving  a  result  too 
favorable  to  the  Lehigh  company.  The  result  is  that 
by  their  own  statement,  coal  can  be  taken  from  the 
Beaver  meadows  to  Philadelphia,  for  three  dollars  and 
thirty  cents,  including  the  toll  on  the  Lehigh, and  thirt}'^ 
cents  for  contingencies,  while  at  that  time  the  price  of 
coal  in  Philadelphia  was  from  five  dollars  to  six  dol- 
lars and  fifty  cents  per  ton.  Here  then,  is  a  complete 
refutation  of  the  charges  so  often  made,  "  that  the  Le- 
high is  not  a  public  highway,  because  the  tolls  on  it 
amount  to  more  than  the  value  of  the  articles  when  ar- 
rived at  market,"  and  "that  the  tolls  were  charged 
not  for  revenue,  but,  as  the  company  have  declared'' 
(so  our  opponents  say,  but  which  we  deny)  "for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  all  coal  going  to  market  but 
their  own  " 

The  fact  is,  the  Lehigh  toll  on  coal  is  not  half  as 
much  per  ton  per  mile  as  is  charged  on  the  Delaware 
and  Chesapeake  canal,  and  not  half  what  the  act  of  in- 
corporation of  the  Lehigh  company  authorizes  to  be 
charged.  The  toll  on  lumber  is  lower  than  on  the  state 
canals. 

Charging  toll  on  "empty  boats"  has  also  been  con- 
sidered a  violation  of  our  charter.  By  referring  to  the 
seventh  section  of  the  "act  to  improve  the  navigation  of 
the  river  Lehigh"  passed  20th  March,  1818,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  boat  is  to  be  marked  with  the  tonnage  she 
•'  is  capable  ofcarrjjing"  and  shall  be  permitted  to  pass 
on  the  said  navigation  for  the  price  to  which  the  num- 
ber of  tons  so  marked  on  her  shall  amount  agreeably  to 
the  rates  per  ton  hereinafter  established."  Nowhere 
is  full  authority  for  charging /u//^o//,  whether  the  boat 
is  loaded  or  empty,  but  no  advantage  has  ever  been  ta- 
ken of  this,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  toll  list.  No  toll  is 
charged  on  the  boat,  when  she  has  a  full  cargo  on  the 
Lehigh,  though  on  the  Pennsylvania  canal  the  same 
toll  is  charged  on  the  boat,  whether  loaded  or  empty. 

There  is  no  charge  of  toll  on  passengers  "per  capita" 
nor  in  any  other  way.  The  toll  is  on  paaenger  boats, 
and  within  their  tonnage.  The  charter  of  the  Lehigh 
Coal  and  Navigation  company  has  been  said  to  be  un- 
constitutional, and  the  Legislature  has  been  asked  to 
repeal  it  on  that  account.  If  this  charter  be  unconsti- 
tutional, every  other  charter  to  turnpike  companies, 
navigation  companies,  rail  road  companies,  banks,  &c. 
is  precisely  in  the  same  predicament,  and  must  share 
the  same  fate.  The  Lehigh  Co  il  and  Navigation  com- 
pany, however,  believe  their  charter  to  be  perfectly 
consistent  with  the  constitution,  but  they  do  with  ail 
deference  submit,  that  the  courts  of  law  are  the  pro- 
per tribunals  for  the  determination  of  this  question.  All 
these  and  other  charges  against  the  company  were  jiro- 
secuted  with  their  fullest  force  before  the  committee 
of  the  Senate,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  for 
the  whole  of  the  last  session,  and  at  its  close  the  chair- 
man of  that  committee  now  deceased.asyou  will  all  recol- 
lect, declared  upon  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  that  no  proof 
had  been  adduced  that  the  company  had  in  any  way 
exceeded  the  privileges  granted  them  by  their  charter. 
(To  be  continued.) 


MR.   LESLEY'S  CASE. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  Saturday,  the 
29ih  March,  Mr.  Irish  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  examine  into  the  conduct  of  the  persons  employed 
as  superintendents,  supervisors,  engineers,  &c.  on  the 
Pennsylvania  canals,  made  Report,  viz: 

In  discharge  of  the  duty  imposed  by  the  foregoing 
resolutions,  James  Lesley,  Esq.  Cashier  of  the  office 
of  discount  and  deposite  of  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania, 
'n  Harrisburgh  was  called  as  a  witness,  and  having  been 
sworn  according  to  law,  on  the  14th  March  inst.  de- 
posed as  follows: 

"That  when  a  superintendent,  or  other  canal  agent 
came  to  the  Office  of  Discount  and  Deposite,  in  Harris- 
burgh,  to  draw  money,  on  drafts,  out  of  said  office,  I 
thought  it  right  to  pay  the  expenses  of  such  superin- 
tendent, or  agent,  in  coming  to  Harrisburgh.  On  one 
occasion,  about  fifteen  or  twenty  months  ago,  after  I 
had  so  paid  the  expenses  of  William  F.  Packer,  super- 
intendent of  the  Lycoming  line  of  West  Branch  Divi- 
sion of  the  Pennsylvania  canal,  he  exchanged  fifteen 
thousand  dollars,  (part  of  the  sum  drawn  out  of  the 
office  aforesaid,)  with  the  bank  of  Middletown,  for  the 
notes  of  the  said  bank,  which  he  paid  out  along  the 
line  of  the  canal.  1  heard  of  this,  and  mentioned  it  to 
one  of  the  canal  commissioners  who  disapproved  it. — 
Mr.  Packer  came  down  to  this  place  soon  after  and 
the  amount  I  had  paid  for  his  expenses,  was  returned 
to  me.  When  a  canal  agent  did  not  call  at  the  office 
for  the  sums  required  for  disbursement  on  his  line,  I 
sent  an  agent  of  the  office  with  the  money,  to  the 
points  where  it  was  wanted — whose  expenses  of  course 
the  office  bore." 

Mr.  Lesley  here  declined  testlf\ing  further.  He  was 
requested  to  retire, that  the  committee  might  deliberate 
upon  this  new  and  unlooked  for  occurrence.  On  the 
26th  of  March,  the  witness  was  again  called  and  said: 

'  I  have  already  given  to  the  committee  all  the  infor- 
mation I  can,  as  a  man  of  honour;  without  meaning  any 
disrespect  lo  the  committee  I  ani  compelled  to  say, 
that  I  cannot,  and  will  not  dlsc'ose  confidential  corres- 
pondence, let  the  consequences  to  myself,  be  what  it 
may." 

Immediately  after  Mr.  Lesley  was  asked  by  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee,  Mr.  Brodhead. — Do  you  know 
whether  any  other  agents  of  the  commonwealth  or  of 
the  canal  commissioners,  have  been  engaged  in  a  simi- 
lar transaction,  with  that  mentioned  by  you,  as  having 
been  done  by  Mr.  Packer,  when  last  before  the  com- 
mittee.  I  allude  to  exchanging  money  with  any  of  the 
banks.' 

ylnswer  by  Mr.  Lesley. — "The  only  instance  which 
I  know  of  any  of  our  notes  being  exchanged  was  that 
which  I  mentioned  as  having  been  done  by  Mr.  Packer. 

Questiun  by  Mr.  Strohin. — Do  you  know  whether 
any  money  drawn  from  the  Treasuiy,  or  from  any  of 
the  bank.s,  or  Treasury  drafts  by  any  of  tlie  public 
agents,  was  afterwards  exchanged  by  those  agents  for 
any  other  bank  paper,  previous  to  its  being  paid  out  on 
the  public  works.' 

Answer. — "I  do  not  know." 

The  following  question  was  then  put  to  the  witness, 
by  Mr.  Brodhtad,  one  of  the  committee: 

Do  you  know,  whether  any  engineer,  superinten- 
dent, supervisor,  or  any  other  person  or  persons,  hold- 
ing appointments  under  them,  have  been,  or  are  now, 
interested,  in  contracts,  on  any  of  the  public  works,  or 
whether  any  of  the  public  moneys  have  been  used  by 
any  of  the  public  agents,  now  in  office,  for  purposes, 
other  than  those  authorized  by  law.' 

To  which  Mr.  Lesley  replleu  in  writing. 

"I  have  already  given  all  the  testimony  which  I  can 
give,  as  a  man  of  honour-  Without  meaning  disre- 
spect to  any  member  of  this  committee,  I  am  compcU 
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ed  to  say,  that  I  cannot,  and  will  not  betray  confidential 
correspondence,  be  the  consequence  to  mys.lf,  what 
it  may.  J.   LESLEY." 

Mr.  Lesley  stated  further,  that  he  feared  no  implica- 
tion, or  crimination,  hut  refused  to  answer,  on  the 
ground  stated  in  his  written  reply,  singly;  and  on  the 
28th  of  March,  transmitted  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee, a  letter  in  the  following'  words: 

"Dear  Sir,-Permii  me  respectfully  to  request  of  you, 
that  in  reporting  to  the  House  my  conduct  before  the 
Committee  of  Inveslieation,  you  will  state,  that  I  de- 
clined answering,  not  from  fear  of  implicating  my  char- 
acter, in  any  w.iy;  nor  yet  from  favour,  affection,  or 
fiiendship  to  any  one  cor.cerned.  I  decline  solely,  be- 
cause I  entertain  the  conscientious  belief,  that  1  have 
not  a  moral  right  to  reveal  fads  communicated  in  confi- 
dentiul  correspondence,  which  I  myself  commenced. 
I  am  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant. 

JAMES  LESLEY. 
J.  InisH,  Esq. 

Chahman  of  the  Committee  of  Tnveiiigation." 
The  committee  were  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the 
witness  was  bound  to  answer  all  questions  proper  or 
pertinent,  to  the  matters  submitted  to  this  inquiry — 
and  that  he  is  compellable,  and  lo  be  compelled  to  an- 
swer them. 

Under  the  c'rcumstances,  however,  the  committee 
believed  the  duty  they  owed  the  State  and  the  House 
would  be  best  performed  by  making  report  to  the 
liou^e,  and  asking  its  direction  and  aid  in  the  particular 
matter. 

On  Wednesday,  Mr.  Crawford;  of  Franklin,  fi-om  the 
committee  on  tlve  Judiciary  System,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  report  of  the  committee,  reported  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  Sergeant-af-ai'ms  of  this  House 
be  ar.d  he  is  hereby  directed,  to  tke  into  custody 
James  Lesley,  of  the  borough  ot  Hariisburgh,  and  bring 
him  to  the  bar  of  this  tlouse,  ti  answer  for  a  contempi 
committed  against  this  House,in  refusing  when  examin- 
ed as  a  witniss,  to  answer  questions  put  to  him  by  said 
committee. 

On  the  question  upon  the  final  pa-ssMge  of  this  reso- 
lution, the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  and  stood  yeas 
68,  nays  18. 

After  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  a  motion  was 
made  to  suspend  the  issuing  of  process  against  Mr. 
Lesley,  until  Thursday  morning;  which  was  agreed 
to. 

On  Thursd<iy  morning,  the  Sergeant. at-arms  brought 
Mr.  Lesley  before  the  bar  of  the  House,  in  compliance 
with  a  mandate  issued  by  the  Speaker,  when  Mr.  Alex- 
der  moved  that  the  same  question  which  he  refused  to 
answer  bt  fore  the  committee,  be  now  propounded  to 
him  by  the  speaker.  Mr.  Lacock  made  some  remarks 
and  referred  to  a  case  that  occurred  before  Congress 
in  1812,  where  a  witness  was  punished  for  contumacy, 
and  closed  by  approving  of  the  motion  made  by  Mr. 
Alexander.  The  special  report  of  the  committee  was 
then  read  on  motion  of  Mr.  Brodhead,  after  wliich  the 
Speaker  propounded  the  question  as  moved  by  Mr. 
Alexander,  which  is  as  follows,  viz. 

"Do  you  know,  whether  any  engineer,  superinten- 
dent, supervisor,  or  other  person  or  persons,  holding 
appointments  under  them,  have  been,  or  are  now  inter- 
ested in  contracts  on  any  of  the  public  works,  or  whe- 
ther any  of  the  public  moneys  have  been  used  by  any 
of  the  public  agents  now  in  office,  for  purposes  other 
than  those  authorized  by  law'" 

To  this  question,  Mr.  Lesley,  made  the  following 
answer,  in  writing,  viz: 

"I  sitatedon  my  examination  that  I  had  no  disposition 
to  treat  with  contempt  any  member  of  the  connmiiiee, 
and  I  repeat  the  declaration  here,  that  I  do  not  now  in- 
tend to  treat  any  member  of  this  House,  or  the  House 
tself  wtih  contempt.  In  declining  to  answer  before 
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the  committee  I  was  influenced  by  conscientious  mo- 
tives, and  those  motives  still  operate  upon  me  with  the 
same  force.  I  regret  extremely  the  unexpected  and 
painful  situation  in  which  I  aui  placed,  but  I  must  still 
decline  answeriig  the  question  propounded.  I  hope 
the  House  will  accept  this  explanation  and  discharge 
me  from  custody." 

Signed,  "JAMESLESLEY." 

Mr.  Alexander  then  moved  that  Mr.  Lesley  be  com- 
mitted to  the  custody  of  the  5ergeant-at-arms,  until 
the  further  order  of  the  House  which  was  agreed  to, 
Mr.  A.  then  offered  the  following  preamble  and  resolu- 
tion, viz. 

"James  Lesley  having  been  brought  before  the 
House  of  Representatives,  by  the  Sergeant  at-arms,  on 
a  warrant  issued  against  him  for  a  contempt;  and  it  ap- 
pearing from  the  testimony  offered  and  accepted  to 
sustain  the  charge  against  hun,  and  from  his  answer  be- 
fore the  House,  that  there  was  no  intention  on  his  part, 
to  resist  tlie  due  execution  of  the  laws,  but  that  he  was 
actuated  slely  by  a  principle  of  honour,  magnanimous 
in  its  conceptios,  but  mistaken  in  abstract  legal  con- 
templation; and  as  the  majesty  of  the  laws  and  the  dig- 
nity of  the  House  of  Representatives  have  been  fully 
vindicated  and  su--tained,  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  James  Lesley,  be  forthwith 
discharged  from  custody." 

On  the  question  upon  the  passage  of  this  resolution, 
a  long  debate  ensued,  upon  the  powers  of  the  House, 
the  riglits  of  individuals,  the  necessity  of  individual 
opinions  of  honour  yielding  before  the  common  obliga- 
tions all  citizens  are  under  to  the  public,  &c.  It  was 
alleged  by  some,  that  inasmuch  as  the  answer  of  Mr. 
Lesley  might  implicate  the  canal  commissioners,  whom 
the  house  had  clearly  a  right  to  impeach,  tl^ere  was  no 
doubt  as  to  the  power  of  compelling  him  to  iknswer  the 
question  proposed.  A  motion  was  then  made  that  Mr. 
1j  have  permission  to  make  further  answel-,  upon 
wiiich  he  was  again  brought  before  the  bar  of  the  House 
and  added  the  following  in  writing,  viz. 

"Nothing  that  I  could  have  slated  in  my  examination 
before  the  committee  or  here  would  have  implicated 
the  canal  commissioners." 

Signed,  "JAMES  LESLEY." 

1  h's  was  not  deemed  sufficient  to  take  from  the 
house  the  right  of  continuing  Mr.  Lesley  in  custody 
until  he  should  answer  as  required,  as  there  could  be 
no  doubt  of  the  right  to  inquire  into  the  canal  system 
generally,  with  which  the  reply  to  the  question  pro- 
prosed,  v-fas  connected.  Upon  the  passage  of  the  re- 
solution offered  by  Mr.  Alexander,  the  Yeas  were 
Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Cocklin,  Dunlop. 
Goodman,  Harper,Holconb,  Keating,  Kerr,  of  Alleghe- 
ny, Ma'her,  M'Elwee,  Patterson  of  Armstrong,  liobin- 
son,  Snyder  of  Berks,  Snyder  of  York,Stacey,  Thomp- 
son, Wallace,  Wiegand  of  Philadelphia. — 19. 

Nats.  —  Messrs.  Alisim,  Ayers,  Banks,  Barclay,  Barn- 
hart,  Barrett,  Bennet,  Bertels,  Bispham,  Brodhead. 
Clarke  of  Huntingdon,  Clarke  of  Beaver,  Cromwell, 
Connelly,  Ciawford  of  Franklin,  Crawford  of  Lycom- 
ing, Daniel,  Donnell,  Eneix,  Fornance,  Frailey,  Grim, 
Gross,  Harvey,  Heston,  Hilands,  Hippie,  Hoffman, 
Irish;  Jackson,  Johnston,  Jones  of  Susquehanna,  Kerr 
of  ButKr,  Kline  of  Berks,  Kline  of  Columbia,  La- 
co(  k,  Love,  Maclay,  Mathiot,  M'Cleane,  M'Clelland 
of  Fayette,  M'Creery,  M'Keehan,  Miller,  Moorhead, 
N<u-ris,  Noble,  Patterson  of  Lancaster,  Paynter,  Piatt, 
Kambo,  Rankin,  Rhelner,  Shaffner,  Sharon,  Schoener, 
Smith  of  Bradford,  Smith  of  Chester,  Stephen,  Stokes, 
Strohm,  Tyson,  Walker,  Welda;  Weygand  of  North- 
amptcm,  Weslbrook,  Will,  Worthington,and  Patterson, 
Speaker. —  69. 

Mr.  Lesley,  therefore  remains  in  custody  to  the 
Sergeant-at  arms,  to  abide  the  further  order  of  the 
llou'-e.  [And  so  remained  in  custody  till  the  adjourn 
mcnt  of  the  Legisl.duic] 
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The  following  account  of  the  festival  is  taken  from 
Poulson'3  American  Daily  Advertiser,  of  April  23. 
GRAND  JUBILEE. 

Yesterday  forms  an  era  in  the  history  of  our  Federal 
Republc.  It  was  a //-fe  celebration  by  freemen,  yr\\o 
are  no  man's  men,"  and  most  empliatically  it  may  be 
said  to  have  been  worthy  of  the  party,  worthy  of  tlie 
county  of  Philadelpliia,  and  worthy  of  the  guests  who 
were  invited  to  partake. 

The  expenses  were  defrayed  by  voluntary  subscrip- 
tion  from  all  classes;  many  subscribed  sums  varying 
from  one  hundred  to  five  dollars. 

The  committee  of  Arrangement  had  been  particu- 
larly attentive  to  their  arduous  duties,  and  as  a  speci- 
men of  their  provident  care  they  had  on  the  ground, 
at  an  early  hour,  in  addition  to  the  whole  hecatombs 
of  etceteras;  two  hundred  rounds  of  beef,  three  or 
four  hundred  hams,  the  sime  number  of  beeve's 
tongues,  fifteen  thousand  loaves  of  bread,  eiglity  bar- 
rels of  beer  and  ale,  several  quarter  casks  of  wine, 
thirty  barrels  of  cider,  and  six  hundred  pounds  ot 
cheese,  the  other  arrangements  corresponded  in  boun- 
ty and  extent. 

The  following  gentlemen  composed  the  Committee 
of  Arrangement,  and  to  them  we  are  indebted  for 
much  of  the  satisfaction  experienced. 

Bela  Badger 


Tobias  Huber, 
Peter  Parker, 
Andrew  M.  Jones, 
Jonathan  Johnson, 
Thomas  S.  Richards, 
James  Hana, 
Geo,  W.  Jones, 
Jos.  W.  Uycrs, 
Wm.  Fitler, 
Adam  Woelpper, 
Geo.  W.  Little, 
Joseph  Smith, 
J.  W.  VVynkoop,  | 

JOHN  SERGEANT,  Esq.  was  the  President  of  tin 
dav,  assisted  by  the  following: 


J.  B.  M'Keever, 

E.  Childs, 

J.  Scholefield, 


John  S.  Warner, 
John  Savage,  Jr. 
N.  C.  Foster, 
P.  Revoudt, 
D.  Fitler, 
J.  M.  Bolton, 
Peter  Dtal, 
Michael  Day, 
Geo.  Day, 
James  M,  Moore. 


Josiah  Randall, 
Henry  Sailor, 
David  Winebrenner, 
Hugh  Holiingshcad, 
Wm.  Wagner, 
Benjamin  Nagle, 
John  L.  Ferguson, 
David  Landreth, 
Isaac  Williams, 
David  Woelpper, 
Saml.  C.  Spackman, 
Jacob  Engleman, 


John  Fox, 
Thomas  Shallcross, 
J.  Walton, 
Franklin  Comly, 
Paul  Prevost, 
C.  Megarge, 
Samuel  IJri  ck. 
Col.  Robert  Carr, 
George  Hoflher, 
Peter  Dlehl,  Jr. 
Henry  Remmey, 
Joshua  liipka. 


The  People  were  in  motion  long  before  tlie  appoint- 
ed hour,  and  by  one  o'cloi  k,  with  the  exception  of 
those  who  were  stationed  on  the  wharf  to  welcome  our 
guests  from  New  York,  the  city  was  pretty  thoroughly 
deserted. 

The  stores  were  very  generally  closed,  as  an  evi- 
dence of  the  gloom  brought  upon  business  by  tlie  deso- 
lating blight  of  J.acksonism,  and  a  stranger  would  have 
thought  it  was  Sunday,  and  all  the  people  at  Churcli, 
praying  for  deliverance  from  a  pestilence!  They  were 
devoutly  engaged  in  showing  iheir  abhorrence  of  a 
moral  pestilence,  and  congratulating  each  other  upon 
the  prospect  of  being  ere  long  delivered  from  i's  dtle- 
terious  effects. 

The  hour  appointed  for  the  Jubilee  was  at  half  past 
two  o'clock,  but  long  before  that  time  the  enormous 
space  allotted  began  to  fill,  and  streams  of  pt-oplc  liter- 
ally poured  in  for  several  hours.  At  the  hour  when 
the  committee  was  expected  a  large  concourse  of  citi- 
zens (two  or  three  thousand)  had  assembled  on  Clies- 


nut  street  wharf,  in  anxious  expectation  of  the  boat 
which  arrived  at  25  minutes  past  one,  presenting  the 
appearance  of  a  dense  mass  of  heads,  over  which  float- 
ed gailj'  in  the  breeze  the  bannerof  the  carmen  of  New 
York,  and  other  flugs  appropriate  to  the  occasion.  A 
salute  was  fired  from  the  boat  on  approaching  the  whai-f, 
which  was  answered  by  thundering  shouts  of  applause. 
Nine  cheers  were  given  and  returned;  and  a  double 
line  of  citizens  was  formed,  extending  from  the  boat 
to  Second  street,  through  which  those  whom  the  whigs 
delighted  to  honour,  preceded  by  two  marshals  on 
horseback,  advanced  on  the  route.  The  citizens  form- 
ed in  the  rear,  and  the  whole  marched  to  the  scene  of 
the  celebration. 

The  fitld  is  a  parallelogram  containing  at  least  twen- 
ty acres;  in  the  centre  a  mast  was  planted,  adorned 
with  thirty-five  different  flags,  streaming  in  the  wind. 
Under  it  was  the  grand  provision  depot,  containing  a 
display  of  eatables  sufficient  for  an  army.  This  space 
presented  an  extraordinary  spectacle;  it  was  forty  feet 
square,  and  guarded  by  about  one  hundred  waiters. 
Tables  were  interspersed  through  the  lot  in  every  di- 
rection, each  well  furnished;  and  at  each  one  or  more 
barrels  of  beer  were  placed. 

Between  this  and  the  great  stage  were  two  elevated 
places  for  the  Philadelphian  and  Johnsot.'s  Bands,  who, 
(  ver  and  anon,  vied  with  each  other  in  sending  forth 
strains  of  well  known  and  patriotic  music.  These 
stagings  soon  berame  too  hiavily  loaded,  and  one  of 
them  gave  way,  but  without  injuring  any  one. 

The  staging  for  the  reception  of  the  New  York  dele- 
gation was  calculated  to  contain  several  hundreds. 

About  two  o'clock  the  ship  Constitution  was  hail- 
ed, and  when  she  mude  her  entry  into  the  yard,  she 
was  grteted  with  loud  and  reiterated  cheers.  The 
Constitution  is  a  neat  little  vessel,  painted  black,  with 
a  white  stripe,  on  which  appears  her  name;  she  was 
fully  rigged  and  mounted  with  brass  ordnance,  with  a 
handsome  ornament  on  the  stern  exhibiting  the  para- 
pharnalia  of  war,  the  American  flag,  &c-  In  the  cen- 
tre of  these  emblems  was  a  head  of  one  of  the  heroes  of 
the  Revolution.  She  distributed  tothe  crowd  the  song 
of  "Hail  Colum.bia."  which  we  here  insert,  as  it  formed 
a  most  appropriate  ode  for  the  occasion: 

HAIL  COLUMBL\. 

Hail  Columbia!  happy  land! 

Hail  ye  heroes!  heav'n  born  band! 

Who  fought  and  hied  in  freedom's  cause — 

Who  fought  and  bled  in  freedom's  cause; 
And  when  the  storm  of  war  was  gone. 
Enjoyed  the  peace  your  valor  won. 

Let  independence  be  our  boast — 

Ever  mindful  what  it  cost; 

Ever  grateful  for  the  prize. 

Let  its  altar  reach  the  skies. 

Firm  united  let  tis  he, 
Riillying  round  our  Uherty — 
.fis  a  band  of  brotfiers  joined. 
Peace  and  safety  we  shall  find. 

Immortal  patriots!   rise  once  more; 

Defend  your  rights,  defend  your  shore; 
Let  no  rude  toe  with  impious  hand — 
Let  no  ru<le  foe  with  impious  hand; 

Invade  the  shrine  where  sacred  lies. 

Of  loll  aTid  blond  the  well  earned  prize. 
While  offering  peace  sincere  and  just, 
In  heav'n  we  jil  ice  a  manly  trust; 
That  truth  and  justice  will  prevail. 
And  every  scheme  of  bondage  fail. 

Firm  united  let  us  be, 
Rallying  round  our  liberty — 
As  a  band  of  brothers  join'd. 
Peace  and  safety  we  shall  find. 
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Sound,  sound  the  trunnp  of  fame — 

Let  Washingtok's  great  name, 

Ring  through  the  world  with  loud  applause — 
Ring  through  the  world  with  loud  applause. 

Let  every  clime  to  freedom  dear, 

Listen  with  a  joyful  ear — 

With  equal  skill  and  god  like  power. 
He  govern'd  in  the  fearful  hour 
Of  horrid  war,  and  rul'd  with  ease 
The  happier  times  of  lionest  peace. 

Firm  united  let  us  be, 
Rallying  round  our  liberty — 
As  a  band  of  brothers  join'd 
Peace  and  safety  we  shall  find. 

At  half  past  two  the  New  York  delegation  arrived. 
On  passing  Broad  street  salutes  were  fired,  and  the  s.ame 
ceremony  was  gone  through  as  they  crossed  the  Perma- 
nent Bridge  from  the  ship  Star,  decorated  with  numer- 
ous flags,  and  anchored  in  the  stream.  The  delet'ation 
preceded  by  their  flag  were  received  by  the  Committee 
of  Arrangement,  and  conducted  round  to  see  the  pre- 
parations and  partake  of  refreshments. 

Returning  to  the  staging,  Mr.  Sergeant,  President  of 
the  Day,  opened  the  meeting  by  delivering  a  short  but 
pertinent  address,  welcoming  the  Whigs  of  New  York, 
and  congratulating  them  on  their  recent  victory  over 
tyranny,  usurpation,  and  despotism.  "He  was  loudly 
cheered  by  a  mass  of  people,  such  as  has  never  been 
before  collected  in  this  city. 

Mr.  Allman,  Chairman  oftlie  New  York  Delepjation, 
replied  in  a  most  happy  speech,  in  which  he  depicted 
the  difficulties  the  Whii»s  had  to  contend  against  in  an 
army  of  officers  of  the  Government,  officers  of  the 
State,  and  officers  of  the  city,  joined  even  by  Mem- 
bers of  the  Legislature,  who  left  their  appropriate 
scene  of  action,  and  descended  to  drilling  the  party  in 
the  city  of  New  York.  Even  a  member  of  Congress, 
"said  Mr.  A.  left  Washington,  and  was  seen  Uu-king  in 
lanes  and  alleys  to  purchase  votes.  Mr.  Allman  made 
some  very  happy  hits,  which  were  echoed  far  and  near 
by  the  responses  of  thousands  of  freemen- 
Mr.  Randall  next  addressed  the  meeting; — he  said 
that  the  evidence  of  a  great  ch.inge  in  the  political 
character  of  the  people  was  before  him — he  wanted 
no  better;  great  changes  were  always  rapid,  and  such 
was  the  one  now  in  progress.  The  present  meeting  to 
congratulate  our  honoured  guests  would  be  followed  by 
others  every  where,  till  it  would  be  as  difficult  to  find  a 
Jackson  man  in  the  whole  union,  as  it  was  in  this  vast 
and  respectable  assemblage. 

During  this  speech-making,  dinner  was  served  up, 
but  the  crowd  was  so  great  that  very  little  provision 
reached  the  tables;  it  was  good  humouredly  disti'ibut- 
ed  however,  by  casting  it  among  the  crowds,  the  beer 
was  tapped,  the  wine  sangareed,  and  all  seemed  to  re- 
lish the  fare.  Very  many  thousands  of  course  could 
not  come  within  the  sound  of  the  voice  of  the  orators, 
and  they  employed  themselves  in  distributing  the  viands. 
The  following  are  the 

REGULAR  TOASTS. 

1.  The  Whigs  of  New  York.  They  have  achieved  a 
noble  victory,  and  wresteda  tower  of  strength  from  the 
foe;  they  struck  the  first  blow  for  our  second  emanci 
pation.  Let  it  be  long  remembered,  when  the  shouts 
of  triumph  shall  be  borne  on  every  gale. 

2.  The  United  States.  Let  no  man  "calculate  the 
valu^'  of  the  Union;  numbers  cannot  reach  it;  and  may 
he  perish  who  would  remove  a  si  one  from  the  arch,  ce 
mented  by  the  blood  of  our  forefathers. 

3.  The  memory  of  the  ONLY  WASHINGTON. 

4.  The  Senate  of  the  United  States.  A  barrier  of 
intellect  and  fearless  energy,  interposed  between  the 
Constitution  and  Executive  Usurpation. 

5.  The  Supreme  Court  of  the  Hnited  States.     The 


safe-guard  of  our  liberties;  without  it,  freedom  is  but 
a  name,  and  the  law  of  our  country  but  a  dead  letter. 

6.  The  grand  Jackson  Experiment.  It  has  blown  up 
its  authors  sky  high!  sky  high! 

7.  The  indignation  of  a  free  and  independent 
people — Harder  10  bear  then  ten  Spanish  inquisitions. 

8.  The  1  ite  majority  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
— Their  school  master  is  abroad;  let  them  learn  a  les- 
son of  duty  to  their  country,  or  expect  to  feel  a  birch 
and  ferule  of  public  reprobation. 

9.  The  httle  Whig  Frigate  "Constitution"— The 
obedient  T.iry  strives  to  batter  down  every  thing  that 
bears  its  name.     "Like  master,  like  man." 

10.  Mechanics  and  Manufacturers — Forced  from 
their  employment  by  misrule  and  oppression,  they  be- 
come party  me  from  virtuous  necessity;  the  Republic 
is  safe  when  thet  go  to  work. 

11.  The  recent  Protest — Stale  pretensions  and  sup- 
pliant pleading  at  their  last  grasp;  the  opponents  of  its 
alledged  author  hail  in  it  a  wholesome  strength  to  their 
cause. 

12.  Borrowed  Capital — "All  who  depend  on  borrow, 
ed  capital  ought  to  break!"  Witness  I  HE  GENERAL 
POST  OFFICE!  ! 

13.  American  Matrons  and  their  Daughters — Quick 
to  sustain  a  good  cause,  and  sure  to  reward  its  triumph 
with  their  smiles. 

James  C.  Biddle,  succeeded  Mr.  Randall;  there  was 
then  a  unanimous  call  for  James  Watson  Webb,  Editor 
of  the  New  York  Cornier  and  Enquirer,  who  had  been 
descried  among  the  delegation  from  that  city.  He  came 
forward  promptly,  and  delivered  a  very  neat,  though 
brief  speech,  in  which  lie  eulogized  our  fair  city,  its 
founder,  and  his  followers,  and  ended  with  proposing 
nine  cheers  for  the  Whig  party  of  the  United  States." 
I  his  met  a  cordial  welcome,  and  the  air  rang  with  reit- 
erated vociferations.  Mr.  Webb  is  a  ready  and  agreea- 
ble speaker. 

David  Paul  Brown  was  now  called  for,  and  was  pre- 
pared with  some  good  things.  He  said  we  were  now 
assembled  at  apolitical  Barbecue,-  a  barbecue  according 
to  t!;e  great  lexicographer,  Samuel  Johnson,  is  a  feast 
forBKoniNG  A  WHOLE  HOG — uot  that  <Ais  was  for  broil- 
ing, for  he  hoped  there  would  be  no  broils  on  the  occa- 
sion, and  he  would  take  the  liberty  to  suit  the  definition 
to  our  present  circumstances,  and  we  would  call  it  a 
barbecue  for  roasting  a  whole  hog!  and  by  way  of  do- 
ing his  mite,  he  would  give  it  a  little  touch  of  the 
Brown — he  must  leave  it  to  his  fellow  citizens  to  spit  it 
and  baste  it,  and  he  was  happy  to  see  honest  hands  pre- 
sent who  could  do  all  this  without  the  aid  of  the  Kitchen 
Cabinet.  He  asked  if  there  was  a  single  Jackson  man 
in  this  vast  assemblage?  No — No — No — was  answered 
with  one  voice.  If  there  is,  said  Mr.  Brown,  let  him 
abjure  his  name,  for  he  has  already  renounced  his 
country ! 

Mr.  Brown  having  concluded  his  piquant  allusions, 
Mr.  Sergeant  moved  that  the  company  now  adjourn 
with  nine  cheers  for  the  IVhigsof  New  York.'  This  was 
given  with  hearty  enthusiasm.  It  was  then  moved  that 
the  company  escort  the  New  York  delegation  to  their 
quarters.  This  was  done,  and  the  vast  multitude  sepa> 
rated  peaceably;  there  was  but  one  sentiment  among 
them;  they  were  unanimous  that  usurpation  must  be 
put  down;  if  it  is  not,  we  shall  soon  descend  to  a  level 
with  the  unstable  republics  of  South  America,  ruled 
by  every  military  despot  who  can  muster  a  handful  of 
troi'ps. 

Of  the  number  of  persons  present  on  this  memorable 
occasion,  it  wouM  perlians  be  useless  to  hazard  a  conjec- 
ture- The  lowest  estimate  we  have  heard  \vas  forty  thou, 
sand,  in  the  opinion  of  others  who  are  experienced  in 
such  matters,  there  was  a  much  larger  number  on  the 
ground. 
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EASTERN  PENITENTIARY. 

Report  upon  the  Ecmtern  Penitentiary,  House  of  Refuge, 

and  Institution  for  t/ie  Deaf  and  Dumb. 

Read,  March  18,  1834. 

Mr.  Wallace,  from  the  committee  appointed  by  a  re- 
solution of  this  House,  passed  on  the  20th  December 
last,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appropriating  a 
fund  for  manufaclui-ing  purposes  in  the  penitentiaries, 
and  for  that  purpose  to  visit  the  eastern  penitentiary, 
and  also  to  visit  and  inquire  into  the  state  and  situation 
of  the  house  of  refuge,  and  tlie  Pennsylvania  institu- 
tion for  the  deaf  and  dumb,  made  the  following  report: 

That  in  obedience  to  the  duties  assigned  to  them,  they 
visited  each  of  those  institutions.  Their  observations 
severally  are  subjoined: — 

1.  The  Penitentiary. — The  committee  inspected  its 
different  departments,  entered  many  of  the  cells,  exam- 
ined the  different  articles  of  manufacture  both  in  pro- 
gress and  as  completed;  conversed  with  tlie  prisoners, 
and  examined  the  books  of  accounts.  One  of  the  first 
impressions  made  upon  the  committee,  was  that  of  sur- 
prise that  so  great  a  number  of  men,  most  of  whose  lives 
had  been  spent  in  profligacy  and  vice,  should  so  soon 
be  brought  into  habits  of  subordination,  regularity  and 
industry.  The  ordinary  expectiition  would  also  be,  that 
manufacturing  or  mechanical  works  canied  on  by  men 
of  such  lives  as  there,  now  for  the  first  time  sit  to  work 
at  occupations  of  which  they  were  previously  entirely 
ignorant,  must  eventuate  in  much  loss  to  the  establish- 
ment. It  will  be  seen,  however,  that  such  has  not 
hitherto  been  the  case,  and  thatif  certain  disadvantages 
which  will  presently  be  alluded  to,  shall  be  removed, 
there  will  probably  be  no  loss  hereafter.  The  commit- 
tee are  gratified  in  stating,  that  the  good  order,  the 
system,  and  general  economy  of  the  whole  establish- 
ment warrants  the  praise  bestowed  upon  the  institution, 
and  its  officers,  by  the  governor  in  his  message  to  the 
Legislature  at  the  opening  of  the  session.  The  com- 
monwealth owes  much  to  the  inspectors  of  the  prison 
who  have  devoted  so  much  of  their  time  and  talents 
gratuitously,  to  the  organizing  and  arranging  of  the 
system,  and  to  the  constantly  visiting  and  inspecting  of 
its  operation.  It  has  also  been  exceedingly  happy  in 
engaging  the  services  of  the  present  warden  who  seems 
made  for  the  situation,  possessing  accurate  knowledge 
of  men,  with  a  peculiar  talent  for  governing  them,  uni- 
ting decision  and  firmness  of  execution,  with  coolness 
and  self-command. 

The  prisoners  in  general  are  healthy,  are  provided 
with  all  the  necessaries  of  life,  most  of  them  are  content- 
ed, but  few  complain,  and  some  admit  that  they  are  im- 
proved both  mentally  and  physically. 

The  inspection  of  the  manufacturing  department  was 
more  immediately  the  object  of  the  committee  and  to  it 
their  attention  was  particularly  directed.  Its  arrange- 
ments are  excellent,  and  its  practical  effects  cannot  but 
be  advantageous  to  the  state,  and  to  the  unhappy  ob- 
jects of  its  care.  The  accompanying  document  will 
show  a  statement  of  the  accounts  of  this  department, 
from  its  beginning  to  the  1st  January  1834,  together 
with  the  number  of  prisoners,  and  how  they  were  e 
ployed.  But  this  department  labors  under  some  di 
culties,  which  ought  to  be  removed,  and  which  if  rem 
ed,  would  more  than  defray  the  cost  of  doing  it.  No 
fund  being  established  for  purchasing  the  raw' materia 
which  is  to  be  manufactured,  it  must  be  bought  on 
credit;  and  of  course  on  terms  less  advantageous,tlian  if 
for  cash.  To  meet  the  p.ayments  for  tlie  raw  material 
when  they  become  due,  the  manufactured  articles  must 
be  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  commission  merchant,  who 
must  frequently  advance  money  upon  them,  and  some- 
times sell  them  to  disadvantage.  A  reference  to  the 
statement  above  alluded  to,  will  show  that  the  items  of 
commission,  guarantee,  interest,  insurance,  freight,  &c. 
have  amounted  to  thirty-three  hundred,  seventy-nine* 
rfolK-vrs  and  ten  cents,  nearly,  if  not  tjuite  a,U  of  which  it 


is  believed  might  have  been  saved,  if  a  capital  often  or 
fifteen  thousand  dollars  had  been  appropriated  to  this 
object,  and  which  if  so  saved,  would  have  increased 
the  balance  in  favor  of  the  manufacturing  department 
to  a  handsome  amount.  During  the  years  1830,  1831, 
and  1832,  there  was  a  gain  on  the  manufacture.  During 
the  year  1833,  there  was  a  loss,  owing  to  the  deprecia- 
tion of  the  price  of  other  goods.  If  the  same  prices 
continue,  the  same  results  may  be  expected,  unless  by 
giving  the  institution  a  small  capital,  you  enable  it  to 
operate  to  more  advantage.  The  loss  during  the  last 
year  was  by  no  means  equal  to  the  amount  of  commis- 
sions, interest,  SiC,  and  with  the  aid  of  the  capital 
proposed,  it  is  believed,  that  the  institution  will  be  ena- 
bled at  least  to  support  itself,  and  thus  to  relieve  the 
different  counties  of  the  state  from  what  has  been  an  op- 
pressive, and  perhaps  an  unjust  burden  on  them,  viz: 
the  maintenance  of  their  respective  convicts.  The  com- 
mittee recommend  that  an  act  be  passed,  appropriating 
ten  thousand  dollars  to  this  purpose,  and  they  report  a 
bill  accord' ngly. 

Although,  not  immediately  within  the  scope  of  their 
appointment,  the  committee  cannot  but  ask  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  a  subject  of  much  importance  to 
the  institution,  viz:  the  providing  of  regular  religious 
instruction  for  the  convicts;  a  person  properly  qualified, 
who  should  devote  his  whole  time  to  the  subject;  wlio 
should  regularly  visit  the  prisoners  in  their  cells,  with  a 
view  to  their  religious  instruction;  and,  perhaps,  also  in 
some  instances,  to  assist  them  in  the  rudiments  of  school 
learning,  could  not  fail  to  be  useful.  The  atteniion  of 
the  Legislature  has  been  frequently  called  to  the  sub- 
ject by  the  inspectors  in  their  annua!  reports.  (See 
reports,  particularly  that  of  January  1,  1831—2,  jour- 
nals of  1830— 31,  page  71,  sig.  A.)  The  act  of  20th 
April  1829,  imposes  upon  the  inspectors  the  obligations 
of  procuring  a  suitable  religious  instructor  for  the  pris- 
oners, and  prescribes  the  duty  of  that  instructor,  but 
requires  his  services  to  be  gratuitous.  This  requisition 
rendersit  impossible  for  the  inspectors  to  discharge  the 
duty  imposed  on  them,  and  ought  to  be  repealed.  The 
committee  in  the  bill  reported  by  them,  have  added  a 
section  to  that  effect. 

The  visiting  of  the  convicts  by  grand  juries,  having 
been  found  injurious,  it  was  intended,  by  the  5lh  section 
of  the  act  of  27th  February,  1833,  to  dispense  with  it: 
But,  by  an  unintentional  omission,  it  did  not  apply  to 
the  grand  juries  of  the  cities  of  Philadelphia  and  Pitts- 
burg. A  section  is  added  to  the  bill  now  reported, 
to  suppl}'  the  omission. 

2.  Vlie  House  of  Refuse. — Too  much  can  hardly  be 
said  in  commendation  of  the  object  of  this  institution, 
or  of  the  manner  in  which  it  is  conducted.  The  clean- 
liness, the  order,  the  systematic  arrangement,  the  regu- 
lar  and  industrious  habits  which  prevail  there,  are  as 
complete  as  can  probably  be  effected  by  human  means. 
When  we  consider  that,  were  it  not  for  this  institution, 
nine  out  of  ten  of  its  inmates  would  probably  be  confirm- 
ed in  vice  and  become  the  subjects  of  the  penitentiary; 
and  that,  by  means  of  this  institution,  the  provident 
care  it  bestows,  the  discipline  it  exercises,  the  instruc- 
tion it  gives,  the  habits  it  induces,  and  the  situation  in 
which  it  usually  places  them  when  leaving  it,  its  sub- 
jects frequently  become  useful  members  of  society,— its 
value  may  be  appreciated.  The  managers  are  entitled 
to  the  gratitude  of  the  community',  for  the  services  they 
gratuitously  bestow  upon  it.  The  officers  of  every 
kind  connected  with  it,  so  far  as  the  committee  could 
judge,  discharge  their  duties  with  fidelity  and  ability. 
The  documents  hereto  annexed,  marked  C  D.  E.,  ex- 
hibit a  view  of  the  details  of  the  institution: 

3.  The  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb.— O^  \h\s. 
delightful  institution,  it  is  difficult  to  speak,  or  even  to 
think,  without  emotion.  That  a  class  of  human  beings, 
who,  by  the  providence  of  God,  seemed  placed  in  a 
state  but  little  higher  than  the  brutes,  should  be  raised 
tq  acQn4ition  "  but  liUle  lower  than  the  angels;"  that 
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they  who,  in  their  original  condition,  had  not  even  the 
idea  of  the  being  of  a  God,  and  seemed  incapable  of  ac- 
quiring it,  or  any  abstract  notion,  should  become  fully 
instructed  in  the  knowledge  of  their  Creator,  and  of 
their  duties  to  him  and  to  their  fellow  men;  that  they 
who  seemed  to  have  no  other  consciousness  than  that  of 
mere  animal  existence,  and  no  other  expectation  than 
the  gratification  of  animal  appetites  as  they  should 
arise;  should  be  placed  in  a  condition  in  which  they  are 
capable  of  enjoying  "the  benefits  of  knowledge  and 
the  blessings  of  religion;"  in  which  they  have  set  before 
them  the  "  means  of  grace,"  and  have  opened  to  them 
"  the  hope  of  glory;"  is  a  transformation  which  seems 
above  human  means.  Yet  such  is  the  effect  of  the  in- 
struction of  this  institution-  Certainly  the  bounty  of  the 
commonwealth  and  the  libeiality  of  individuals,  have 
never  been  better  bestowed  than  in  founding,  endowing 
and  supporting  this  establishment.  At  the  time  the 
committee  visited  it,  there  were  eighty-seven  pupils  in 
it.  They  were  healthy,  and  apparently  happy.  The 
manufacturing  and  mechanical  department  appeared  to 
be  well  arranged,  and  the  articles  manufactured  to  be 
as  good  as  in  a  well  regulated  manufiictory.  The  whole 
establishment  seems  to  be  as  well  conducted  as  judg 
ment,  skill  and  attention  can  insure  it  to  be;  and  to  be 
producing  all  the  good  which  the  benevolence  of  its 
founders  and  present  managers  could  wish. 

The  committee  visited  some  other  establishments  in 
Philadelphia;  but  as  these  were  not  designated  as  ob- 
jects of  their  attention,  they  do  not  report  upon  them. 
Visitations  such  as  that  made  by  this  committee,  cannot 
but  be  beneficial.  They  tend  to  make  members  from 
distant  parts  of  the  commonwealth  better  acquainted 
than  they  otherwise  would  be,  with  an  important  section 
of  the  State;  to  do  away  jealousies  and  misapprehen- 
sions; to  make  known  the  value  and  importance  of  the 
State  institutions,  and  thereby  extend  their  use;  and 
they  may  be  beneficial  to  the  institutions  themselves,  by 
operating  as  an  excitement  to  good  management,  and  a 
correction  of  the  want  of  it. 

ARRANGEMENT  OF  TIME  AT  THE  HOUSE  OF 
REFUGE. 
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Fifteen  minutes  before  the  time  for  unlocking  in  the  morning, 
a  bell  is  rung  to  awake  the  inmates,  (luring  the  fifteen  minutes 
they  dress,  and  make  their  beds,  and  at  the  time  appointed  pre- 
cisely, the  strictest  punctuality  being  enjoined  upon  every  per- 
son employed  in  the  institution,  the  bell  is  again  rung,  at  which 
every  boy  steps  out  of  his  room,  and  a  line  is  at  once  formed,  in 
which  order  they  go  into  the  yard,  and  from  thence  to  the  wash- 
room. After  washing  they  proceed  to  the  school  room,  where 
the  services  of  the  day  are  commenced  by  reading  the  scriptures 
and  prayer.    At  the  expiration  of  a  half  hour  after  unlocking, 


the  exercises  of  the  school  commences,  and  the  various  duties  of 
the  day  follow,  as  mentioned  in  the  table.  At  8  o'clock  at  night 
a  line  is  formed  in  the  school  room,  and  they  proceed  in  order 
into  the  yard,  and  from  thence  to  thoir  dormitories.  Silence  is 
required  at  all  times,  except  when  thty  are  permitted  to  amuse 
themselves  in  the  yard. 

The  average  working  hours  are  about  eight,  but  each  toy  has 
a  task,  and  when  that  is  completed  he  is  permitted  to  amuse 
himself  in  the  yard.  Those  who  are  industrious  gain  from  a 
h.alf  hour  to  two  hours  in  a  day.  If  any  one  chooses  to  continue 
his  work  after  his  task  is  completed,  a  fair  compensation  is  al- 
lowed for  his  extra  services,  which  is  given  liim  when  he  leaves 
the  institution. 

When  a  boy  is  received  a  sketch  of  hs  life  is  taken  by  the  su- 
perintendent and  the  rules  of  the  institution  are  explained  to  him 
as  far  as  is  necessary  for  the  regulation  of  his  conduct.  He  is 
then  placed  in  class  No.  4,  and  a  badge  is  given  him  to  designate 
his  class,  which  he  is  required  to  wear  upon  his  arm,  or  in  so.nie 
other  conspicuous  place.  If  during  the  first  week  his  conduct 
is  good,  he  is  promoted  to  class  No.  3,  and  so  on  to  No.  1;  no 
promotion  being  made  oftenerthan  onoe  in  a  week.  If  he' can 
get  the  badge  No.  1,  and  can  keep  it  three  months,  he  is  then 
promoted  to  the  class  of  honor,  which  is  designated  by  badges 
of  a  different  kind,  and  is  divided  into  three  grades.  If  he  con- 
tinues in  the  class  of  honor  one  month,  he  is  promoted  to  the 
second  grade,  and  if  he  continues  three  months  in  that  class  he 
is  promoted  to  the  first  or  highest  grade.  Thus,  by  a  course  of 
continued  good  conduct,  he  can  arrive  at  the  highest  grade  in 
about  seven  months  from  the  time  of  his  admission.  But  if,  dur- 
ing this  period,  he  commits  any  fault  worthy  of  notice,  he  is  not 
permitted  to  be  on  the  list  of  weekly  promotions,  or  is  reduced 
to  class  No.  2,  3  or  4,  according  to  the  magnitude  of  his  fault 
Once  in  every  month,  those  who  are  deserving,  are  rewarded" 
according  to  their  respective  merits,  which  are  known  by  their 
badges  and  the  time  which  they  have  been  in  their  respective 
classes.  The  rewards  consist  generally  of  cakes  and  fruit. 
Those  who  make  the  greatest  progress  in  school,  are  rewarded 
with  books,  without  reference  to  their  st^mding  in  the  merit 
classes.  This  system  precludes,  to  a  very  great  degree  the 
necessity  of  punishment  ' 

The  girls  are  managed  in  a  similar  manner,  except  in  some 
particulars  of  minor  importance. 

(For  statistical  information  see  fifth  annual  report.) 

It  may  be  proper  to  remark  that  many  of  those  of  whom  an 
unfavorable  account  is  given,  have  been  evidently  improved  bv 
the  instruction  and  discipline  of  the  institution  when  compared 
with  their  previous  character,  but  not  to  such  a  decree  that  we 
can  speak  very  favourably  of  them.  A  great  pr'oportion  of 
those  who  are  not  doing  well  are  among  the  oldest  subjects 

!!-ince  the  date  of  the  last  report  forty-two  boys  and  twelve 
girls  have  been  received— and  forty-seven  boys  and  twelve 
girls  have  been  indentured. 

(For  interesting  cases  and  letters  see  fifth  annual  report.) 

To  the  Board  of  Inspectors  of  the  Eastern  Penitentiary  for  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Respected  rRiENDS:-By  a  request  from  your  board  of 
December  7,  18.«,  I  have  carefully  examined  the  accounts  of 
the  cotton  manufacturing  department,  and  as  connected  there- 
with,  also,  the  stock  on  hand  January  1,  both  manufactured 
and  in  preparation  for  manufacturing.  The  valuation  thereto 
attached  appears  fairly  made  out,  at  as  low  a  rate  as  such  ac- 
counts generally  are. 

The  accompanying  general  statement  of  this  account  from 
Its  first  commencement  to  this  tirne,  as  made  out  by  your  clerk, 
John  S.  Hallovvay,  comprises  all  that  is  necessary  for  me  to 
state  on  this  subject,  and  the  result  appears  to  be  qliite  as  sati.- 
factory  as  could  be  possibly  anticipated  from  the  difficulties 
always  to  be  encountered  in  commencing  an  undertaking  of 
this  kind  in  such  an  institution.  ^ 

I  did  not  enter  minutely  into  every  entry,  to  examine  each 
particular,  but  on  reference  to  many  of  the  leading  entries  in 
each  year,  I  found  the  items  fairly,  justly,  and  I  believe  cor- 
rectly charged,  further  it  would  only  have  been  a  waste  of  time 
to  have  gone  into  th  em,  and  the  result  could  and  would  onlv 
be  what  It  now  IS.  1  he  young  man  having  the  care  of  the  ac- 
counts,  seems  thoroughly  to  understand  them,  and  appears  well 
deserving  the  confidence,  from  the  neat  and  correct  manner^n 
which  his  books  &c.  are  kept.  '"auner  m 

1  should  hardly  be  doing  justice  to  my  feelings,  without  ex- 
pressing the  gratification  1  have  experienced  in  finding  the  de 
partment  of  cotton  manufacture  in  this  very  valuable  inft  tudon' 
conducted  with  so  much  judgment,  neatness,  and  economv 
under  the  superintendence  of  Richard  Ulundi^,  and  1  feelas- 
surcd  by  a  continuation  of  the  present  system,  it  will  be  found 
not  only  to  pay  us  w.ay  but  yield  a  fair  remuner.-ition,  more 
especially,  should  the  Legislature  grant  you  a  capital  for  '^ma- 
nulacturing  purposes,"  wlen  I  believe  you  could  introduce  a 
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more  economical  manner  of  making  purchases  of  cotton  yarn, 
by  obtaining  it  direct  from  the  spinner,  who  will  not  only  be 
willing  to  allow  the  four  months  credit,  but  take  off  from  the 
foot  of  the  bill  the  five  per  cent,  commission  he  allows  the  city 
agent.  The  goods  made  by  the  institution  are  becoming  well 
and  favorably  known,  after  supplying  this  market  yourselves, 
or  by  an  agent  in  the  city,  you  would  find  an  auction  house  in 
New  York,  enabled  to  dispose  of  the  residue  at  the  proper  sea- 
son for  business,  and  perhaps  at  less  expense  than  any  other 
way,  the  charges  there  being  very  moderate. 
Very  respectfully,  your  friend, 

JOEL  CADBURY. 
Philadelphia,  1st  month  25,  1834. 


Weaving  Account,    Eastern  State   Penitentiary,  from 
December  15,  1829,  to  December  31,  1833. 

Dn.  Cr. 

To  cost  of  cotton,  yarn,  Sec.  §19,770  48 
do.  WodI  and  dres- 
sing;, &c.  265  61 
do.  Convicts'  labour,  10,933  74 
do.  Dye  stuffs,  3,596  36 
do.       Commissions  and 

guarantee,  1,666  31 

do.  Wages,  superin- 
tendent, dye- 
ing department, 
spooling,  &c.  1,264  22 

do.       Int'st  onyarn.&c.  924  41 

do.       Insur'e,  freight, 

porterages,&c.  548  39 

Commission  sales,  as  follows. 
Per  G.  W.  Richards, 

&Co.  25,837  95 

«'  Browns  &  Lewis,  1,056  18 
'•  Bowen    &    Rich- 
ards, 750  42 
••  Joseph  Ripka,          6S1   06 
"  Tiffany    &    Shaw 

&  Co.  244  49 

"  Wm.Tiffany&Co.  232  93 


By  sales  to  sundry  persons. 
By  sales  for  casli, 
By  goods  furnished  peniten- 
tiary. 
By  stock  as  valued  Dec.  31, 
1833, 
To   balance.     Gain  on   the 

account,  351  33 


$28,803  03 

872  65 

549  78 

2,459  41 

6,635  93 


839,320  85     $39,320  85 


Cordwaining  Account,   from  March   31,  1830,  to  De 
cember  31,  1833. 

Dr.  Cr. 

TobillsofLeather,findings,  gl],§14  83 
do.  Convicts'  labour,  4,639  21 
do.       Commissions  and 

guarantee,  170  48 

do.    Interest,  58  22 

do.       Porterages.  &c.  11  29 

By  sales  to  sundry  persons,  11,614  20 

By  "  per  G  W.  Richards  &  Co.  3,923  98 

"  shoes  and  repairs  for  con- 
victs, 702  84 

"  Stock  as  valued,  Dec.  31, 

1833,  1,538  83 

To  balance.     Gain   on  this 

account,  1,084  82 

$17,779  85    $17,779  85 


Manufactures,    Eastern  State  Penitentiary,  from  com- 
mencement to  December  31,  1833. 
Recapitulation. 

Dr.  Cb. 

To  yarn  and  materials,  weav- 
ing department,  ^23,632  45 
To  leather  and  findings,  cord- 
waining department,  11,814  83 
To  convicts'  labor,                       15,572  95 
To  commissions  and  guaran- 
tee, 1,836  79 
To  wages,superintendent,dye- 

ing  department,spooling,&c.    1,264  22 
To  interest,  982  63 

To  insurances.freight,  porter- 
ages, &c.  559  68 
By  sales  on  commission,  viz: 
per  G.  W.  Rich- 
ards &.  Co.    29,761  93 
"  sundry    per- 
sons,             2,965  08 

32,727  01 

By  sales  to  sundries,  13,036  63 

Ry   goods  furnished  peniten- 
tiary weaving  department,  2,459  41 
By  goods  furnished  peniten- 
tiary   cordwaining   depart- 
ment, 702  84 
By  stocks  as  valued,  Dec.  31, 

1833,  8,174  81 

To  Balance.     Gain  on  manu- 
factures, 1,437  15 

$57,100  70    §57,100  70 

There  were  in  the  penitentiary  on  the  1st  of  Janua- 
ry, 1833,  ninety  seven  prisoners,  since  that  period  we 
have  received  seventy-seven,  discharged  by  expiration 
of  sentence  seventeen,  by  pardon  two,  and  one  has 
died,  leaving  on  the  31st  of  December,  1833,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-two  males,  and  two  females.  There  are 
employed  at  weaving  thirty-eight,  warping,  dyeing, 
spooling,  winding,  &c.  (in  the  cotton  department) 
twenty-one,  shoemaking  fifty  two,  carpenters  five,  one 
cabinet  maker,  five  blacksmiths,  one  wheelright,  one 
tinman,  one  stone  cutter,  one  cook,  two  at  washing 
clothes,  one  at  quilting  bed  covers,  one  apothecary,one 
cigar  maker,  five  making  and  mending  clothes,  nine 
wool  pickers,  and  nine  idle,  several  of  whom  had  just 
come  in.  Only  seven  of  tlie  shoemakers  and  ten  of  the 
weavers  understood  these  trades  when  admitted. 

Manufactures  from   December  1,   1832  to  December 
31,  1833. 

Dtt.  Ca. 

Weaving. 
Stock  as  valued  Nov. 

30,  1832.  ^10,521  52 

Materials,  &c.  since 


purchased, 
Allowed  convicts  for 
labour, 

7,459  08 
3,670  82 

Wages  paid  superin- 
intendent,  dyeing 
department. 

Wages  paid,   spool- 
ing, &c. 

282  50 

77  39 
22,011  31 

By  sales,  14,039  08 

By  stock,  as  va- 
lued Dec.  31, 
1833,  6,635  98 


By  balance,  loss  on  the  ace. 


20,675  06 
1,336  25 


§22,011  31  $22,011  31 
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Cordwaining. 

Stock  as  valued,  Nov. 
30,  1832,  406  26 

Materials,  &c.  pur- 
chased since,  5,333  73 

Allowed  convicts  for 
labour,  2,241  58 

By  sales,  7,596  85 

By  stock  as  va- 
lued Dec.  31, 
1833,  1,538  23 

To  balance  for  gain  on  this  ac- 
count. 


Loss  on  weaving,  1,336  25 

Gain  on  cordwaining,   1,153  51 


Total  loss  on  manufct'.  §182  74 

The  loss  sustained  on  the  weaving  account,  may  be 
mainly  attributed  to  the  depreciation  in  the  price  of 
cotton  goods,  of  which  the  manufactured  stock  on  the 
30th  day  of  November  1832,  was  forty  nine  thousand 
four  hundred  and  thirty-one  yards  of  check,  and  six 
hundred  and  eiglity- four  yards  plain  stripe.  The  checks 
were  valued  at  the  prices  obtained  previous  to  that 
time,  viz:  Fifteen  cents,  when  the  actual  nett  proceeds 
of  the  sales  have  not  averaged  over  thirteen  cents  per 
yard  for  checks,  and  eight  cents  for  sti-ipes,  making  a 
difference  of  two  cents  per  yard. 

Fifty  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifteen  yards,  at  two 
cents  upon  each  yard,  ten  thousand,  two  dollars  and 
thirty  cents. 

The  account  has  also  paid  during  the  period,  four 
hundred,  three  dollars  and  forty -seven  cents  for  discount 
and  interest. 

HOUSE  OF  REFUGE. 

House  of  Refuge,  January  6,  1834. 

Dear  Sir: — The  following  are  answers  to  the  ques- 
tions contained  in  your  note  of  yesterday. 

1st.  The  cost  of  the  ground  and  buildings  was 
;g83,381  81. 

2d.  The  institution  was  opened  December  8th,  1828, 
on  which  day  the  first  subject  was  received- 

3d.  The  number  of  subjects  rsceived  since  the  open- 
ing of  the  institution  is  431  boys  and  158  girls. 

4th  the  number  discharged  is  as  follows,  viz : 
B 
By  indenture. 
As  improper  subjects. 
Of  age. 

Returned  to  their  friends. 
Sent  to  the  Alms  House, 
Sent  to  the  Children's  Asylum, 
Returned  to  the  New  York  Refuge, 

from  which  he  had  escaped. 
Escaped, 
Died, 
Remaining  in  the  institution, 

531  153  689 
Of  those  indentured,  twenty  four  boys  and  five  girls 
have  not  done  well,  and  twenty  seven  boys  and  five 
girls  have  left  their  places,  but  we  have  since  received 
favorable  accounts  ot  eij;ht  of  the  boys  and  one  of  the 
girls.  Of  the  remaining  19  boys  and  4  girls  we  have  re- 
ceived no  cer  ain  information, but  there  is  ground  for  tlie 
belief  tl  at  some  of  tliem  had  good  reasons  for  leaving 
their  masters, many  of  those  reported  as  doing  well  have 
been  considerably  improved  in  tlieir  habits  and  general 
character,  but  on  the  whole,  their  conduct  has  been 
such  that  we  cannot  speak  very  favourably  of  thom. 


oys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

296 

43 

339 

17 

17 

34 

22 

35 

57 

57 

11 

68 

6 

1 

7 

2 

0 

2 

1 

0 

1 

2:1 

0 

23 

4 

0 

4 

103 

51 

154 

5th.  The  boys  are  employed  at  shoemaking,  book, 
binding,  making  brass  nails,  umbrella  furniture,  cane 
chair  seats  and  bonnet  reeds.  Tlie  girls  are  employed 
at  sewing,  knitting,  washing,  &c.  The  clothing  for 
for  all  the  inmates  is  made  by  them. 

7th.  The  Library  contains  nearly  sixteen  hundred 
volumes.  Many  of  the  inmates  are  fond  of  reading. 
From  fifty  to  one  hundred  apply  weekly  for  books. 

8th.  The  average  age  of  the  boys  admitted  during 
the  last  year  is  about  thirteen  years  and  eleven  months. 
Girls,  fourteen  years  and  four  months. 

9th.  The  general  health  of  tlie  inmates  is  very  good. 
It  often  happens  that  we  make  no  use  of  the  Hospital 
for  six  months  at  a  time  Only  four  deaths  have  occur- 
red since  the  opening  of  the  institution  Two  by  dys- 
entary,  one  by  congestion  of  the  brain,  and  one  of  in- 
flammation of  the  lungs.  His  disease  was  in  an  advanced 
stage  when  he  was  received,  and  he  died  in  a  few  days. 

11th — The  diet  of  the  inmates  is  as  follows,  viz. 

Breakfast — Rye  bread  and  coffee. 

Dinner — Beef,  potatoes,  soup  and  rye  bread,  and  oc- 
casionally turnips,  cabbage  and  beans. 

Supper — Mush  or  rice  and  molasses. 

On  Friday  they  have  codfish  instead  of  beef  and 
soup.  On  Sunday  they  have  bread  and  molasses  for 
dinner,  and  meal,  potatoes  and  bread  for  supper. 

In  winter  they  have  mush  generally  five  times  a 
week,  and  rice  once. 

In  summer  they  have  rice  three  times,  and  mush 
twice. 

14th.  Twelve  and  a  half  cents  per  day  is  the  greatest 
sum  which  we  have  been  able  to  obtain  for  tlie  boys'  la- 
bor, and  that  only  for  the  larger  class.  The  greater 
part  of  the  subjects  are  in  the  inslitution  btit  little  more 
than  one  year,  and  as  it  is  generally  some  months  before 
their  labour  is  of  any  value,  the  amount  of  their  earn- 
ings is  necessarily  small.  The  labor  of  the  apprentices 
generally,  is  of  but  little  value  during  the  first  year  of 
their  apprenticeship. 

The  teacher  is  one  of  the  most  important  officers  in 
the  institution;  and  h's  duties  are  arduous.  It  is  neces- 
ry  that  he  should  have  a  competent  education  and  ex- 
perience in  the  management  of  children.  He  should 
possess  energy  and  self  command  sufficient  to  overawe 
the  most  determined  character;  but  he  should  at  all 
times  be  gentle,  mild  and  conciliating  in  his  intercourse 
with  his  pupils.  He  should  be  able  to  preserve  order 
without  severity,and  to  acquire  the  respect  and  esteem 
of  his  pupils  at  the  same  time.  It  is  extremely  difficult 
to  find  a  person  possessing  the  milder  qualities,  who 
has  the  energy  of  character,  which  is  requisite  to  en- 
force perfect  obedience  among  such  pupils  as  he  will 
here  have  under  his  care.  His  services  are  required 
in  the  boys'  school  about  four  and  a  half  hours,  and  in 
the  girls'  school  from  two  and  a  half  to  three  hours  each 
day.  He  will  also  be  required  to  render  some  assistance 
inthe  capacity  of  clerk. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Managers  of  the  House  of  Refuge  respectfully 
submit  their  annual  report  to  the  Legislature  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

They  beg  leave  to  present  as  a  subject  of  sincere 
congratulation  that  the  numbers  of  individuals  received 
into  the  house  during  the  last  year  have  been  smaller 
than  usual.  They  also  state  with  peculiar  satisfaction 
that  more  have  been  bound  out  than  heretofore  during 
a  similar  period;  and  th.at  the  ages  of  those  who  have 
been  admitted  are  less  advanced  than  those  of  their 
predecessors.  From  all  these  circumstances  combined, 
conclusions  are  drawn  hiijhly  favorable  to  the  system 
and  to  the  particular  estal>lishment.  General  causes  of 
improper  conduct  are  not  reduced.  Vice  and  igno- 
rance exist;  and  crimes  are  the  natural  consequence 
of  them.  If  fewer  have  been  exhibited  in  tlie  conduct 
of  the  young,  the  results  may  be  imputed,  partially  at 
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least,  to  the  good  effects  which  have  been  prodaced 
by  a  well  organized  House  of  Refuge.  In  the  early 
stages  of  eri'or  individuals  have  been  withdrawn  by  it 
from  the  sphere  where  they  could  most  readily  indulge 
in  bad  practices,  and  have  been  led  into  a  better  course 
of  life.  In  removing  the  particular  individual,  the  evil 
example  which  he  afforded  is  also  deprived  of  its  effect. 
Confidence  in  the  efficacy  of  the  plan  is  daily  gaining 
strength.  Throughout  many  parts  of  the  country  per- 
sons are  now  pursuing  a  course  of  honest  industry,  who 
were  rescued  from  a  career  of  idleness  by  the  restraints 
and  influences  of  this  place. 

The  managers  have  become  more  and  more  convinced 
of  the  value  and  importance  of  education  as  a  part  of 
their  scheme.  They  are  aware  that  the  extent  of  in- 
struction which  can  be  given  by  them  is  necessarily 
limited.  But  limited  as  it  is,  it  affords  a  strong  barrier 
against  the  encroachments  of  vice.  They  sincerely 
wish  that  the  conduct  of  this  very  essential  branch  of 
the  establishment  were  more  satisfactorily  within  their 
control.  Teachers  of  proper  qualifications  are  not  al- 
ways to  be  procured,  at  the  comparatively  humble  sa- 
laries to  which  we  are  necessarily  confined.  One  of 
the  first  objects  to  which  a  more  enlarged  endowment 
would  be  devoted,  would  be  the  due  encouragement 
and  reward  of  this  meritorious  class  of  individuals. 
That  portion  of  instruction  which  is  derived  through 
the  medium  of  the  Sunday  schools  is  upon  the  best 
possible  footing.  Gratuitous  services  are  rendered  on 
such  occasions  which  at  other  times  are  of  course  not 
to  be  expected.  We  have  great  reason  indeed  to  be 
thankful  to  the  kind  and  generous  individuals  who  per- 
form the  office  of  Sunday  teachers,  and  to  the  clergy- 
men who  with  unabated  cheerfulness  conduct  the  pub- 
lic worship  of  the  numerous  household  on  that  day. 

Employment  is  found  and  skill  in  handy  work  is  ac- 
quired in  the  regular  and  constant  devotion  of  the  boys 
to  the  duties  of  the  different  workshops  during  the  al- 
lotted hours  of  the  day.  The  same  trades  which  here- 
tofore have  been  the  objects  of  attention  are  still  con- 
tinued, and  will  probably  be  hereafier  pursued.  The 
higher  branches  of  mechanical  dexterity  can  scarcely 
be  hoped  for.  Our  apprenticeships  are  necessarily 
short:  and  it  is  not  to  he  desired  that  their  duration 
should  be  prolonged.  If  habits  of  industry  can  be  ac- 
quired and  fixed,  and  the  rude  elements  of  practical 
knowledge  be  acquired,  the  principal  ends  we  aim  at 
are  attained.  To  this  extent  the  occupations  of  the 
boys  unquestionably  go.  The  best  proof  both  of  the 
value  of  the  habit  and  the  sufficiency  of  the  skill  ac- 
quired, is  found  in  the  satisfaction  which  has  been 
generally  afforded  to  their  employers  by  those  who 
commenced  their  course  of  employment  here. 

No  less  than  ninety  persons  have,  within  the  la.=t 
year  been  received  into  families  or  places  of  respecta- 
ble occupation  abroad.  When  it  is  considered  that 
certainly  a  very  large  proportion  of  these  individuals 
would  have  continued  outcasts  but  for  the  protection 
extended  to  them  by  this  House,  the  Legislature  will 
be  satisfied  that  its  jjatronage  has  been  well  bestowed. 
Humanity  rejoices  that  so  many  have  been  redeemed 
from  every  species  of  wretchedness,  and  continued  ex- 
ertions and  perseverance  in  the  work  of  charitable  po- 
licy are  invited  and  secured. 

The  committee  of  your  honorable  bodies  that  visited 
the  estabhshment,  enjoyed  the  opportunity  of  formintr 
the  best  and  truest  conclusions  of  the  manner  in  which 
our  labors  are  performed.  They  witnessed  the  opera- 
tion of  a  system  now  more  than  five  years  in  active  ex- 
ercise, and  they  can  tell  how  well  it  h:is  realized  the 
expectations  that  were  originally  formed  respecting  it. 
They  appeared  to  be  gratified  in  the  inspection  wiiich 
they  were  pleased  to  give:  and  they  conferred  pleasure 
by  their  visit  and  the  interest  they  manifested  in  the 
establishment. 

A  printed  report  for  the  contributors  which  was  pre- 
pared in  the  month  of  May  last,  has  been  communicated 


to  the  members  of  the  Legislature.  During'the  early 
pait  of  ihe  year  scarlet  fever  prevailed  both  in  the 
male  and  female  side  of  the  House,  affecting  many  of 
the  inmates  with  great  violence.  Subsequently  vario- 
loid made  its  appearance  in  a  few  instances-  In  the 
autumnal  months  intermittent  and  remittent  fevers  at- 
tacked'some  of  the  boys.  We  have  cause  of  thankful- 
ness to  Divine  Providence  that  in  so  large  a  family  but 
one  death  has  occurred  in  the  course  of  the  year.  This 
was  sudden,  having  been  occasioned  by  congestion  of 
the  brain. 

The  Treasurer's  account,  herewith  exhibited,  will 
show  the  amount  of  receipts  and  expenditures.  The 
latter  have  been  guarded  with  scrupulous  economy. 
The  former  have  been  husbanded  with  never  ceasing 
care.  The  report  of  the  Superintendent  will  also  fur- 
nish details  to  which  the  Managers  b  eg  respectfully  to 
refer. 

The  Managers  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  occupy 
the  attention  of  the  Legislature  with  a  studied  vindica- 
tion of  the  objects  of  the  Institution.  They  have  here- 
tofore availed  themselves  of  different  public  opportu- 
nities to  justify  the  efforts  which  they  have  made  in 
what  they  have  never  ceased  to  believe  the  cause  of 
humanity  and  sound  policy.  As  long  as  the  system 
could  be  considered  by  the  most  fastidious  a  mere  ex- 
periment it  was  perhaps  necessary  and  certainly  ex- 
cusable to  reiterate  arguments  and  proofs  in  its  sup- 
port. This  necessity  has  happily  passed  away.  Goo<l 
intentions  have  now  been  more  than  justified  in  their 
results  and  the  Managers  rely  with  entire  confidence 
upon  the  practical  demonstration  which  is  every  where 
to  be  found,  of  the  wisdom  which  gave  legislative 
sanction  to  the  plan,  and  of  the  zeal  and  alacrity  with 
which  it  has  been  pursued  and  consummated. 

All  Vk'hich  is  respectfully  submitted. 

.lOHNT  SERGEANT, 
President  of  the  House  of  Refuge. 
Attested, 

Jamks  J.  Baiiclat,  Sec.  H.  Ref. 

Jan.  1834. 

Quantity  of  rain  which  has  fallen  in  each  month  of  the 
present  year. 

1st  mo.  2.49  inches. 

2d  do.  2.22     do. 

3d  do.  2.02     do. 

4th  do.  2.83     do. 

Pennsylvania  Hospital,  5th  mo.  1st,  1834. 

Foukon. 

Small  Pox. — We  understand  that  this  loathsome  and 
dangerous  disease  is  prevailing  to  some  extent  at  Sun- 
bury,  and  that  several  deaths  have  occurred  in  conse- 
quence. One  case  of  the  same  disease  is  said  to  be  in 
this  town; — all  who  have  not  had  the  small  pox  or  kine 
pox  had  better  be  vaccinated  without  delay. — Blooms- 
burg  Reg.  

April  29. 

The  Weathf.h. — For  several  days  past  we  have  h.id 
very  cold  weather,  and  severe  frost  for  this  .season 
of  the  year.  On  Friday  it  commenced  snowing. — 
On  Sunday  morning  snow  fell  briskly  for  nearly  two 
hours,  and  left  the  ground  covered.  On  Sunday 
miirning  another  snow  storm  covered  the  ground. 
Fears  are  entertained  that  fruit  is  mostly  destroyed. — 
Bloomshurg  Register. 

There  were  also  falls  of  of  snow  in  this  city  about  the 
same  time. 


HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

A  stated  Quarterly  Meeting  of  the  Historical  Society 
of  Pennsylvania,  will  be  held  at  the  Philosophical  Hall 
over  the  Athenaeum,  on  Monday  evening  next,  the  5th 
instant,  at  8  o'clock.  J.  R.  TYSON,  Sec'ry. 
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(Concluded  from  page  280.) 

No.  22. 

Office  of  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal  Co- 

Carbondale,  Jan.  2d,  1834- 
To  S.  J.  Packer,  Esq.  Chairman  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania  on  the  subject 
of  tlie  Coal  Trade. 

Sir — Tlie  printed  queries  submitted  by  the  committee 
appear  to  have  relation  almost  exclusively  to  the  Schuyl- 
kill coal  region,  in  reference  to  wliich  it  is  presumed 
they  were  framed.  While  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Dela- 
ware and  Hudson  canal  company  through  its  officers 
and  agents,  to  aid  and  facilitate  the  labors  of  the  com- 
mittee, by  furnishing  to  it  all  the  information  that  the 
operations  and  experience  of  this  company  will  permit, 
it  is  supposed  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  and  improp- 
er to  present  answers  to  such  queries  as  are  not  special- 
ly directed  to  them,  or  have  no  relation  to  the  locality 
and  business  of  the  company.  Of  this  description  we 
suppose  the  1st,  2d,  3d,  5th,  Tth,  9th,  12th,  and  13th 
printed  queries  to  be. 

In  answer  to  the  4th  inquiry  we  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  the  coal  business  could  not  have  been  com- 
menced to  any  good  purpose,  nor  could  it  now  be  pur- 
sued with  effect  in  the  Lackawanna  valley  except 
through  the  medium  of  an  incorporated  company;  very 
expensive  works  beyond  the  power  of  individual  enter- 
prise and  capital,  had  to  be  constructed  before  a  market 
for  the  coal  could  be  reached,  and  as  yet  the  resources 
and  population  of  the  Lackawanna  coal  region,  are  in- 
adequate to  the  employment  of  those  works. 

6th. — We  are  nut  aware  from  our  experience,  that 
•'a  population  or  community,  growing  up  under  an  in- 
corporated company  differs  from  that  created  by  indivi- 
dual operators."  It  is  to  be  remarked,  however,  that 
this  con- pany  commenced  its  operations  in  a  wilderness 
and  in  the  prosecution  of  its  business  has  acted  upon 
the  principle  that  the  prosperity  and  advancement  of 
the  company  and  that  of  the  adjacent  and  surrounding 
country,  was  one  and  indivisable.  Hence  its  aim  has 
been  to  faditate  by  every  means  in  its  power,  the  ad- 
vancement of  population,  and  the  expansion  of  :igricul- 
tural,  manufacturing,  mechanical  and  mercantile  pur- 
suits, within  the  sphere  of  its  influence. 

8th. — We  have  no  experience  or  dala  on  this  hpad, 
except  what  is  derived  from  our  own  operations,  and  in 
answer  to  the  4th  query,  we  have  already  stated  that 
here  the  business  could  not  be  pursued  with  any  effect 
by  individuals;  of  course  the  question  of  comparative 
economy  does  not  arise. 

10th. — The  consumption  of  coal  is  unquestionably 
increased  by  having  a  constant  supply  in  market,  as 
that  produces  low  and  uniform  prices.  The  operations 
of  this  company  in  the  coal  business  commenced  in  the 
fall  of  1829.  The  quantity  of  coal  sent  to  market  by  it 
in  each  year  has  been  as  follows,  to  wit: 

In  1829,  7.000  tons.— 1830,  42,000  tons.— 1831,  54,- 
000  tons.— 1832,  84,500  tons.— 1833,  111,777  tons. 
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11th — We  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  amount 
of  capital  invested  by  individuals  in  the  coal  business 
and  improvements  connected  therewith.  But  it  is  be- 
heved,  that  the  capital  thus  invtsted  by  companies  and 
individuals  in  Pennsylvania,  may  be  safely  taken  at 
about  twenty  millions  of  dollars. 

In  reply  to  the  inquiries  specially  addressed  to  this 
company  we  have  to  say  that  the  extent  of  canal  and 
rail  road,  made  by  it  is  one  hundred  and  twenty-three 
miles,  to  wit:  Canal  one  hundred  and  seven  miles,  and 
rail  road  sixteen  miles;  at  a  cost  of  two  milli-ons  three 
hundred  and  three  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine  dollars  and  fifty  three  cents. 

The  locks  of  the  canal  are  seventy  five  feet  long  and 
nine  feet  wide;  boats  carry  thirty-two  tons.  The  num- 
ber of  inclined  planes  on  the  rail  road  are  eight— five  of 
them  ascending  planes  worked  by  stationary  steam  en- 
gines, and  three  of  then-,  descending  planes  acting  by 
gravity. 

It  has  already  been  stated  that  the  operations  of  this 
company  commenced  in  a  wilderness.  Their  improve- 
ments were  undertaken  in  1825  and  completed  in  the 
fall  of  1829.  A  few  facts  will  demonstrate  their  effects 
upon  the  general  prosperity  of  the  country,  and  their 
consequent  importance  to  the  public,  in  1828  there 
was  but  one  building  on  what  is  now  the  site  of  Carbon- 
(lalej  nor  was  there  any  road  leading  to  it,  save  one 
constructed  by  the  company.  It  now  contains  a  popu- 
lation of  two  thousand  three  hundred  souls,  occupying 
good  buildings;  and  there  are  turnpike  roads  passing 
through  it,  on  which  daily  stages  are  running.  It  is  one 
of  the  best  cash  markets  in  Pennsylv.ania  for  every  .agri- 
cultural product,  and  in  addition  to  the  co;d  trade,  a 
lai-ge  amount  of  lumber  business  is  done  here,  upwards 
of  three  millions  of  feet  of  lumber  passed  over  the  road 
last  ye.irand  it  is  presumed  that  the  quantity  will  reach 
five  millions  this  year.  It  has  already  reached  four  mil- 
lions of  feet  most  of  which  passes  by  canal  to  the  Dela- 
ware river,  and  by  it  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  Hones- 
dale  was  also  a  wilderness  in  1828.  It  now  contains  a 
population  of  150U  persons,  and  is  d.aily  increasing.  This 
rapid  advancement  is  marked  by  corres])onding  im- 
provements in  the  surrounding  country,  which  finds  an 
abundant  market  on  the  line  of  the  works;  land  which 
might  before  the  construction  of  these  works  have  been 
purchased  for  two  dollars  per  acre  cannot  now  be  had 
for  ten.  The  number  of  miners  and  laborers  in  the 
employment  of  the  company  at  Carbondale  is  four  hun- 
dred.  The  number  of  hands  employed  on  the  rail  road, 
in  the  transportation  of  co:d,  and  in  its  superintendence 
and  repair  is  one  hundred  and  eighty.  The  number  of 
horses  employed  in  transportation  on  the  rn:id  is  eighty- 
six.  On  the  line  of  the  canal  including  lock  tenders 
there  aie  two  hundred  and  thirty  persons  in  the  employ- 
ment of  the  company.  To  these  may  be  addetl  at  Hones- 
dale  and  Uondout,  fifty  engaged  in  the  labor,  6cc.  inci- 
dent to  shipping  coal  down  ihc  canal  and  coastwise, 
making  a  total  of  nine  hundred  and  sixty  persons  in  the 
immediate  employment  of  the  company  and  depending 
for  subs  stence  on  it.  To  these  however  may  very  pro- 
perly be  .added  the  crews  and  horses  engaged  in  running 
three  lunidred  coal  boats  for  the  company,  being  two 
men,  a  boy  and  horse  to  each  boat,  so  that  the  total  num- 
ber of  persons  and  horses  finding  employment  and  sub- 
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sistence  in  the  company's  business  is  eighteen  hundred  ' 
and  sixty  men  and  boys,  and  three  hunilredand  eig-hty-  I 
six  hor-es.     During  the  yenr  1832  this  company  lo;idfd  ^ 
at  Rondoiit  (the  outlet  of  the  canal)  upwards  of  nine 
hundred  vessels  carrying  altogether  rising  eiglity  thou- 
sand tons  of  coal,  'o  various  places  on  the  Ncirth  River, 
the  city  of  New  York  and  eastern  ports.     Up  to  the  1st  j 
September  of  the  current  year,  it  had  loaded   at  the  I 
same  place  six  hundred  and  twenty-nine  vessels,  fit'ty  of  | 
which  averaged  ihreehundred  and  twenty  tons  each;  of 
subsequent  shipments  we  have  no  accounts  at  this  place. 
Anthracite  coal  is  used  to  drive  the  stationary  steam  en- 
gines of  the  company  on  its  rail  road;  it  is  also  used  in 
two  steam  boats  owned  by  the  company  and  employed 
by  them  in  towing  coal  boats  and  barges  on  the  waters 
of  the  North  river.     It   is  preferred  to   wood  for  those 
purposes,  both  on  the  score   of  economy  and  conveni- 
ence.    The  saving  as  compared  with  wood  is  estimated 
atoSj  to  50  percent. 

The  annual  increase  of  the  company's  business  has 
already  been  slated.  Its  operations  are  limited  to  the 
capacity  of  the  rail  road  over  which  however  it  contem- 
plates sending  during  the  year  1834,  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  tons  of  coal,  which  can  be  done  with  less 
effort,  than  the  business  of  the  current  year  has  re- 
quired. 

In  fixing  the  rates  of  toll  on  the  rail  road,  the  article 
of  coal  was  left  open  to  be  adjusted  with  any  one  who 
ntiKht  desire  to  have  that  article  transported  on  the  road. 
It  must  be  obvious  to  the  committee,  that  on  a  road  of 
this  construction,  the  rate  would  necessarily  depend 
very  much  on  the  quantity  that  any  pei-son  might  desire 
to  carry  over  the  road  and  the  arrangements  that  he 
would  make  for  starting  at  regular  periods  and  receiving 
it  at  Honesdale,  so  as  to  avoid  interruption  and  embar- 
rassment in  the  daily  operations  of  the  road,  which  must 
be  conducted  with  systematic  precision.  On  the  canal 
the  toll  on  coal  is  at  present  fixed  at  one  and  a  half  cent 
per  ton,  per  mile.  But  the  company  would  not  hesitate 
to  fix  a  lower  rate  on  the  article,  if  any  individual  or 
company  shouki  think  proper  to  construct  a  rail  road 
forming  an  additional  communication  between  the  ca- 
nal and  the  coal  field. 

Very  respectfully  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
J()HN  WURTS,  Pres't. 

No.  23. 
Senate  Chamber,  Harrisburg,  Feb.  11,  1834. 

Dear  Sir, — Understand  ng you  are  preparinga  report, 
relative  to  the  coal  trade,  and  the  importance  of  the 
same  to  the  interests  of  Pennsylvania,  I  beg  leave  to 
mention  a  fact,  as  it  regards  the  bituminous  coal  of  the 
west  branch  of  the  Susquehanna. 

My  father,  Samuel  Boyd,  of  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania, 
at  an  early  day,  took  up  and  patented  a  small  tract  of 
land  on  the  west  brancli  of  Susquehanna,  about  three 
miles  above  the  town  of  Clearfield,  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  river,  which  is  now  the  county  town  of  Clearfield 
county,  at  that  time  known  by  the  Indian  name  of  Chin- 
cleclamoose.  This  tract  of  land,  lying  on  the  river,  rose 
on  the  margin  of  the  stream,  into  a  hill  of  some  magni- 
tude. My  f  ither,  in  surveying  lands  in  this  neighbor- 
hood, perceived  the  indications  of  coal,  which  induced 
liim  to  lay  his  warrant  upon  this  tract.  Many  years  af- 
terwards, in  the  autumn  of  1803,  I  made  a  journey  to 
that  part  of  the  country,  and  found  from  inspection,  that 
coal  was  abundant  in  that  vicinity,  and  that  some  had 
been  taken  out  by  blacksmiths  for  manufactui-lng  pur- 
poses. As  I  wished  to  try  the  practicability  of  bringing 
this  mineral  to  market,  from  what  was  then  a  wilderness 
country,  I  made  an  arrangement  with  a  settler  in  the 
neighborhood  to  build  an  ark  for  the  purpose  of  remov- 
ing the  same,  with  a  cargo  of  coal  down  the  Susque- 
lianna. 

In  March,  1804,  I  sent  a  person  accustomed  to  min- 
ing to  open  the  vein  of  coal,  and  to  load  the  ark,  which 
was  accomplished,  and  early  in  the  montli  of  April  the 


same  year,  the  ark,  witii  the  first  cargo  of  bituminous 
coal  passed  safely  the  Conewago  fiills,  and  landed  her 
coal  at  Columbia,  Lancaster  county.  This  was  the  first 
cargo  of  the  kind  that  ever  floated  down  the  west  branch 
to  tliis  point  of  landing,  and  it  was  a  matter  of  great  sur- 
prise to  the  inhabitants  of  Lancaster  county,  to  see  an 
article,  with  which  they  were  wholly  unacquainted 
brought  to  their  own  doors-  The  blacksmiths  soon 
found  the  value  of  this  mineral,  and  after  trying  it  in 
making  iron,  they  purchased  this  new  article  freely. 
1'he  coal  was  sold  at  thirty  one  cents  per  bushel  at  Co- 
lumbia, and  remunerated  me  for  the  expetise  of  building 
the  ark,  and  navigating  the  same  on  this  first  stone  coal 
expedition.  If  you  think  this  information  worthy  of 
inserting  in  your  report,  you  are  at  liberty  to  make  use 
ofit. 

Very  respectfully,  yours  8cc. 

WM.  BOYD. 
S-  J.  Packer. 

No.  24. 
Extracts  from  the  Report  of  the  President  and  Mana- 
gers of  the  Philipsburg  and  Juniata  Rail  road  Com- 
pany to  the  Stockholders. 

■|  he  uses,  for  which  bituminous  coal  is  especially 
adapted  are  for  domestic  purposes,  the  arts  generally, 
and  more  particularly  for  air  furnaces,  steam  engines, 
and  smiths  work;  for  the  production  of  hydrogen  gas, 
and  ill  the  form  of  coke  for  the  smelting  of  ores.  'I  he 
first  of  these,  though  the  last  in  importance,  where  ma- 
nufactories are  extensively  carried  on,  will  probably  on 
the  first  establishment  of  the  road,  constitute  a  large 
propi>rtion  of  the  demand-  As  one  ton  of  coal  is  fully 
equal  in  its  eflfects  to  three  cords  of  wood,*  whilst  it  is 
a  much  safer  and  less  troublesome  kind  of  fuel,  it  is  very 
obvious,  that  whatever  firewood  costs  more  than  one 
dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  cord,  and  coal  can  be  obtained 
for  five  dollars  per  ton,  the  latter  will  be  preferred  for 
domestic  purposes. 

The  decided  advantages,  in  the  use  of  bituminous 
coal,  for  the  generation  of  steam,  may  be  comprised 
under  two  heads,  safety  and  economy.  To  establish  a 
claim  to  the  first,  it  may  be  necessary  to  explain  the 
cause,  to  which  practical  men  attribute  nine-tenths  of 
the  accidents,  which  have  happened  of  late  years  to 
steam  boats  on  the  waters  of  the  United  States.  A  refer- 
ence to  most  of  those  cases  will  show,  that  they  have 
generally  occurred  immediately  after  the  boat  has  left 
some  landing  place:  The  practice  on  arriving  at  the 
landing  is,  (owing  to  the  uncontrolable  nature  of  a 
wood  fire)  to  let  off  steam,  which  is  often  done  to  such 
an  extent,  (particularly  on  the  western  waters,  where 
the  boilers  used  are  very  small,  with  flues  usually  pas- 
sing through  them,  still  further  reducing  their  capacity) 
that  too  little  water  remains  in  the  boilers,  to  prevent 
the  inordinate  action  of  fire  upon  them.  In  this  situa- 
tion, they  become  nearly  red  hot,  and  when  the  boat 
proceeds  again  on  her  passage,  with  the  necessity  of 
immediately  replenishing  them,  the  forcing  pump  is  set 
in  operation,  when  the  cold  water  injected,  coming  in 
contact  with  the  red  hot  iron,  the  expansion  is  so  terri- 
fic, that  it  becomes  a  matter  of  wonder,  not  that  so 
many  but  so  few  accidents  have  occurred.  Now  with 
bituminous  coal,  no  danger,  whatever,  can  be  appre- 
hended from  this  source.  Five  minutes  before  the  arri- 
val of  the  boat  at  the  landing  place,  the  fireman  opens 
the  doors  of  the  furnace,  and  throws  on  the  fire  a  quan- 
tity of  small  coal  (such  only  ought  to  be  used  for  steam 
engines  generally)  without  stirring  the  fire.  The  cold 
air  rushing  between  the  now  black  mass  and  the  boilers, 
will   prevent  accession    of  heat,  and  during  the  five 

•  A  recent  experiment  made  on  board  the  King  Wil- 
liam steam  packet  from  Pictou  to  England,  exhibits  the 
proportion  as  exceeding  three  cords  of  wood  to  one  ton 
of  bituminous  coal,  and  the  Ithaca  and  Oswego  railroad 
company  rate  four  cords  to  the  ton- 
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minutes  to  elapse  before  the  boat  stops,  the  principal 
part  of  the  steam  previously  generated,  will  have  been 
used,  and  none  whatever  need  be  let  off:  When  desira- 
ble to  proceed,  it  is  only  necessary  to  stir  the  fire,  close 
the  doors,  and  the  boat  immediately  puisnes  her  way 
with  well  filled  boilers,  and  without  the  slightest  dan- 
g'er.  As  a  proof  of  the  correctness  of  tliis  reasoning',  it 
may  be  asked,  to  what  other  cause  is  to  be  attributed 
the  safety  of  the  English  steamboats,  which  use  bitumi- 
nous wo/ exclusively,  and  on  board  of  which,  we  never 
hear  of  the  explosion  of  boilers,  although  accidents  oc- 
casioned by  carelessness  and  running  foul  of  each  other, 
do  sometimes  occur.  As,  however,  one  instance  of  an 
engine  conducted  on  this  plan  at  home,  is  worth  hun- 
dreds at  a  distance,  the  board  are  happy  to  have  it  in 
their  power  to  convey  an  invitation,  on  the  part  of  the 
proprietor  of  the  screw  f^elory  at  this  pla  e,  to  all 
practical  men,  to  visit  and  examine  personally  the  mode 
practised  in  the  management  of  the  steam  engine,  at 
which  little  or  no  steam  ever  escapes  whilst  the  hands 
are  at  dinner,  and  during  the  night,  and  at  which  the 
fire  is  never  suffered  to  be  extinguished,  except  when 
it  becomes  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  cleaning  the 
boilers. 

The  economy  in  the  use  of  bituminous  coal  for  steam- 
boats will  depend  much  upon  the  situition  where  it  may 
be  used;  but  let  us  suppose  a  case  on  the  Hudson  river, 
which  is  as  remote  from  the  mines,  as  there  is  any  pro- 
babihty  of  this  coal  being  transported.  The  large  boats 
on  the  Hudson  consume  during  a  trip  from  New  York 
to  Albany,  which  occupies  from  ten  to  twelve  hours 
from  forty  to  forty -five  cords  (short  lengihs  of  pine 
wood,  at  an  average  of  four  dollars  per  cord,  equal  to 
thirty-five  cords,  full  measure  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  cubic  feet,  at  five  dollars  per  cord,  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars.  With  well  construct- 
ed fireplaces,  eleven  chaldrons  of  coal,  -woul'I  accom- 
plish the  same  result,  which  at  nine  dollars  per  chal- 
dron, at  which  it  is  believed  it  can  be  afforded,  is  ninety- 
nine  dollars,  or  a  saving  of  nearlj'  one  half,  besides  oc- 
cupying only  one-fifth  of  the  space,  and  thereby  allow- 
ing so  much  more  room  for  passengers,  and  diminishing 
in  like  ratio  the  cost  of  hauling,  Sec.  W  iti;  such  decid- 
ed advantages  in  its  fivor  for  the  generation  of  steam, 
it  is  only  necessary  for  the  facts  to  be  promulgated, 
and  the  article  furnished  in  suflicient  quantity,  to  insure 
an  immediate  demand  for  the  supply  of  steam  engines 
of  all  descriptions. 

For  the  production  of  hydrogen  gas,  for  lighting 
towns,  factories  and  houses,  large  quantities  of  bitumin- 
ous coal  (as  the  cheapest  material  from  which  it  can  be 
obtained)  are  used  in  England.  In  London,  it  is  stated 
that,  up  to  1830,  one  thousand  miles  of  p'pes,  for  light- 
ing the  streets,  had  been  laid,  and  that  the  consumption 
of  coal,  for  this  purpose,  was  thirty-eight  thousand 
chaldrons  in  that  year.  In  Liverpool  and  Manchester, 
it  is  believed,  the  consumption  is  much  greater,  in  pio- 
portion  to  the  population;  as,  in  the  former  place,  gas 
is  more  in  use  for  lighting  private  houses,  into  whicli  it 
is  introduced  by  gas  companies,  who  provide  the  appa- 
ratus, receiving  their  remuneration  according  to  the 
quantity  of  gas  actually  used,  which  is  determined  by  a 
guage  connected  with  the  reservoir  or  gasometer;  and 
in  the  latter  place,  the  ordinary  con^umption  is  sti  I 
further  increased,  by  the  enormous  supplies  requisite 
for  the  factories.  But  the  use  of  gas  is  not  confined  to 
large  towns.  There  are  few  places  of  the  size  of  Bur- 
lington, that  are  not  lighted  by  it;  and  a  member  of  tliis 
board  remembers  to  hive  even  seen  it  employed  for 
lighting  a  solitary  turnpike  gate,  between  Stockport  and 
>Iacclesfield.  The  mode  of  extracting  the  gas  from 
bituminous  coal,  is  by  a  very  simple  process  of  distilla- 
tion, in  the  course  of  which,  tar  and  ammoniacal  liquor 
are  also  disengaged,  the  residuum,  in  the  retort,  being 
coke.  The  following  estimate  of  the  product  of  one 
chaldron  of  coal,  subjected  to  this  process,  is  taken  from 
page  186  of  "  Cooper  on  Gas  lights,"   to   which  the 


board  refer,  for  a  mass  of  interesting  information  on  the 
subject;  comprising  the  ev'-dence  of  matiy  scientific  and 
practical  men,  taken  before  a  committee  of  the  House 
of  Coriimons. 

"  One  chaldron  of  coal,  from  twenty-five  to  twentv- 
eiglit  cwt.  or  thirty-six  bushels,  produces  from  1^  to  1^ 
chaldrons  of  coke — from  150  to  180  lbs.  t:ir,  at  10  lbs. 
the  gallon— from  220  to  240  lbs.  or  22  to  24  gallons  of 
ammoniacal  lifiuor,  and  about  10,500  cubical  feet  of 
gas." 

No.  25. 

Estimate  of  the  cast  of  delivering  at  Middletown  and 
Philadelphia,  bituminous  coal  of  the  first  quality, 
from  the  Karthaus  and  oilier  mines  on  the  West 
Branch,  Clearfield  county. 

Bituminous  coal  of  the  first  quality,  can  be  de- 
livered on  the  river  bank,  from  the  mines, 
in  any  quantity  required,  at  three  cents  the 
bushel,  calculating  thirty  bushels  to  make  a 
ton,  which  is  ninety  cents ptr  tun,  $  40  50 

The  cost  of  an  ark  at  the  coal,  is  50  00 

The  expense  incurred  in  running  by  the  river 
from  the  mines  to  Middletown,  is  85  00 

175  50 
From  this  deduct  the  price  of  the  empty  ark, 
a-i  generally  sold  in  Middletown,  25  00 

Cost  of  45  tons  at  Middletown,  by  the  river, 
from  ClearfieW  countv,  150  50 


First  cost  per  ton,  at  Middletown,  is 
First  cost  per  bushel,  at  Middletown, 


11 


Owing  to  the  dangerons  navigation  of  the  river  above 
Dunsburg,  forty-five  tons  is  as  great  a  load  as  can  be 
brought  down  in  safety;  and  the  dams  erected  in  the 
Susquehanna  also  prevent  those  engaged  in  the  trade 
from  running  a  heavy  loaded  ark,  as  they  will  not  run 
the  dams  safe;  for  these  reasons,  there  can  be  but  a  very 
limited  supply  ot)tained;  nearly  all  that  comes  down  is 
consumed  ui  the  country  bordering  on  the  Susquehanna, 
from  Northumbei  land  to  Columbia;  a  very  small  quan- 
tity I'eaches  Philadelphia,  where  it  sells  readily  at 
twenty-five  cents  the  bushel.  There  is  generally 
brought  down  in  tliis  manner,  about  ten  thousand  tons 
per  year. 

A  statement  of  the  cost  of  delivered  coal  from  the 
same  mines  by  the  river  to  the  head  of  the  West  Branch 
canal  at  Dunnstown,  thence  by  the  Pennsylvania  canal 
to  Middletown,  provided  that  the  rocks  were  taken  out 
of  the  channel  of  the  river  so  as  to  admit  of  loading  six- 
ty tons  in  place  of  forty-five  tons  as  is  calculated  in  state- 
ment, b)'  the  river: 
First  cost  of  sixty  tons  at  the  mines,  ninety 

cents  per  ton. 
Price  of  an  ark  at  the  mines, 
Cost  of  running  in  the  river  from  the  moH  h 

of  Anderson's  creek  to  the  canal. 
Toll  on  the  Pennsylvania  canal  from  Dunns- 
town    to   Middletown,   130  miles,  half  a 
cent,  per  ton  per  mile. 
Expense  of  bringing  the  ark  to  Middletown 
by  canal 


$5i  00 
50  00 


30  00 


39  00 


54  00 
§217  00 

25  00 
i;i92  00 


Deduct  the  price  of  empty  aik  at  Middle- 


Cost  of  sixty  tons  at  Middletown, 


Cost  per  ton  at  Middletown,  three  dollars  and  twelve 
cents. 

Cost  per  bushel  at  Middletown,  ten  cents  and  four- 
tenths. 

Provided  the   n.atural  channel  of  the  river  was  im- 
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proved  so  as  to  admit  sixty  tons  to  be  brought  in  safety 
to  the  head  of  tlie  Pennsylvania  canal, say  at  an  expense 
of  ten  thousand  dollars  judiciously  expended  on  the 
most  difficult  parts  of  the  river,  would  enable  those 
engaged  in  the  trade  to  bring  down  a  large  quantity, 
say  fifty  thousand  tons  per  )  ear.and  the  quantity  would 
be  increased  every  year.  The  tolls  arising  to  the  state 
on  fifty  thousand  tons,  carried  on  the  Pennsylvania  ca- 
nal at  Dunnsburgto  Middlctown  alone,  would  be,  at  the 
present  rates  of  toll,  one  half  cent,  per  ton  per  mile, 
thirty-two  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

The  toll  and  freight  from  Middlctown  to  Philadelphia 
by  the  canal  and  Columbia  rail  road,  per  ton  one  dol- 
lar seventy-eight  cents. 
Whole  cost  at  Philadelphia,  per  ton,  five  dollars. 
Bituminous  coal,  of  the  same  quality,  as  that  of  the 
above  description,  which  by  competent  judges  and  ma- 
nufacturers, by  testimonials  certified  by  them,  has  been 
pronounced  to  be  "equal  orsuperii)r  to  any  coal,  (they 
had  used,)  either  American  or  English,"  sells  readily  at 
present  at  thirty  cents  per  bushel  in  Philadelphia,  or 
per  ton,  g9  00 

First  cost  at  Middletown,  by  canal  and 

rail  road,  §3  12 

Freight  and  tolls  from  Middletown  to 
Philadelphia  by  the  Union  canal, &.C., 
or  the  Pennsylvania  canal  to  Colum- 
bia, and  thence  by  rail  road,  say  1  88 

5  00 

Difference  in  first  cost  at  Philadelphia  on 

the  ton  $4  00 

N.  B.  One  ton  of  bituminous  coal  is  at  least  equal  to 
two  and  a  half  cords  of  wood,  for  the  use  of  steam 
machinery.  The  saving  that  therefore  would  accrue 
to  the  city  of  Phihidelpliia,  by  the  use  of  bituminous 
"Karthaus  coal,"  instead  of  wood,  would  be  as  follows, 
viz. 
Say  price  of  wood  in  the  said  city,  five 

dollars  per  cord  is  for  two  and  a  half 

cords,  gl2  50 

First  cost  of  coal  in  do.  as  per  within 

statement,  5  00 

Clear  saving  to  the  city  on  50,000  tons 

atS7  50is  §375,000  00 

Or  on  fifty  thousand  tons  of  coal  be» 

tween  nine  dollars  the  present  price, 

or  §450,000  00 

And  five  dollars   the  price   it   would 

cost  per  within  estimate,  250,000  00 


Or  at  four  dollars  less  first  cost. 


§200,000  00 

PETER  A.  KARTHAUS. 

Harrisburg,  Feb.  10th,  1834. 

Tesluno7iials. 
We  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  have 
used  the  bituminous  coal  from  the  West  branch  of  the 
Susquehanna,  called  Karthaus  Coal,  and  take  great 
pleasure  in  recommending  them  to  the  manufacturers 
and  smiths,  and  for  steam  boats.  We  have  found  them 
equal  or  superior  to  any  coal  we  have  ever  used,  either 
American  or  English. 

MEKKICK  &  AGNEW,  340  Vine  Street. 
HENRY   DERINGER,  370  N.  Front  St, 
JOHN  MAYWEG,  133  Dilwyn  Street. 
JONAS  GLEASON,  259  High  Street. 

Philadelphia. 

No.  26. 
Estimate  of  Mr.  Philips,   President  of  the  Philipsburg 
Kail  Road  Company. 
Actual  cost  of  thirty  tons  of  coal  delivered  at  Phila- 
delphia per  rail  road,  and  Schuylkill  canals. 


Digging  and  delivering  into  rail  road 
cars,  thirty  tons  of  coal  at  one  and 
a  half  cents  per  bushel,  thirty-two 
bushels  to  the  ton,  or  forty-eight 
cents  per  ton,  §14  40 

Toll  on  rail  road  as  fixed  by  act  of 
assembly,  two  cents  per  ton  per 
twenty-eight  miles,  16  80 

Cost  of  transportation  on  do.  at  the 
rate  at  which,  agreeably  to  the  re- 
commendation of  the  engineer,  it 
is  intended  to  apply  to  the  Legis- 
lature to  constitute  the  company 
public  carriers,  same  as  toll,  16  80 

Loading    into   boats  ten  cents   per 

ton,  3  00 

Tolls  on  Canal . 

On  the  Pennsylvania  canal  from  rail 
road  to  Middletown,  one  hundred 
and  twenty-four  miles  at  one-half 
cent  per  ton,  per  mile,  as  per 
printed  list,  18  60 

On  Union  can.al  eighty  miles  at  three- 
fourth  cents  per  ton  per  mile  as  per 
printed  list,  18  00 

On  Schuylkill  canal  sixty  miles  at 
one  and  a  half  cents  per  lock,  on 
thirty-two  locks  charged  for,  or 
forty-eight  cents  per  ton,  14  40 

Charge  on  return  boat,  if  empty,  on 

Schuylkill  canal,  "  1  22 


$51  GO 


52  23 


Boating. 
One  man,  one  boy,  and  one  horse 
form  an  adequate  appointment  for  a 
boat  of  thirty  tons,  which  will  travel, 
on  an  average,  twenty-six  miles  per 
diem,  total  distance  from  rail  road  to 
Philadelphia, two  hundred  and  sixty- 
four  miles,  the  double  of  which,  five 
hundred  and  twenty- eight  miles  will 
occupy  twenty  days  and  a  half. 
One  man  per  day,       §1  00 
One  boy         do.  50 

Keeping  of  one  horse,     50 

§2  00— 20J  days, 
Use  of  Boat  and  Horse. 
Cost  of  Boat  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

Use  thereof  for  twenty  and  a  half 
days  at  twenty  per  cent,  per  an- 
num, of  nine  months  navigation. 
Cost  of  horse  and  gears,  one  hun- 
dred dollars. 

Use  thereof  for  twenty  and  a  half 
days  at  twenty  per  cent,  per  an- 
num for  use  and  risk  of  death. 

Prime  cost  of  thirty  tons  on  board  the  boat, 

At  Philadelphia,  or  per  ton, 

The  distance  from  the  Eastern  termination  of  the 
rail  road  to  Philadelphia,  by  the  Pennsylvania  canal 
and  the  Columbia  rail  road,  is  two  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-four miles. 

No.  27. 

LTcoMriTO  Minks,   ? 
November  28th,  1833.     5 
Dear  Sir— I  will  cheerfully  answer  all  your  inquiries 
on  the  subject  of  Bituminous  coals,  as  far  as  I  can,from 
memory,  and  such  notes  as  I  am  now  in  possession  Qfi 
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I  will  do  it  as  briefly  as  I  can;  but  in  order  to  show  the 
relative  vaUie  of  West  Branch,  and  other  Pennsylvania 
coals,  I  shall  be  compelled  to  submit  a  sketch  of  the 
coal  resources  of  other  districts,  to  show  how  tiiey  are 
to  be  estimated  in  a  coinpetition- 

The  Anthi'acite  coals  of  Pennsylvania  are  now  pretty 
well  ascertained,  and  are  introduced  into  such  general 
use,  that  a  foundation  is  laid  for  a  great  augmentation  of 
its  consumption,  and  a  valuable  commerce  to  the  capi- 
tal of  the  state.  The  public  will  never  appreciate  in 
full  justice,  the  great  efforts,  and  active  services  of  the 
pioneers  of  the  I-ehigh  and  Schuylkill  districts,  in  in- 
troducing that  coal  into  domestic  use. 

The  bituminous  coals  .are  more  particidarly  designed 
for  manufacturing  purposes.  The  veins  are  generally 
found  in  positions  nearly  horizontal,  and  in  parallel 
strata.  The  close-burning  species  is  the  kind  wiiich 
melts,  and  forms  a  crust,  or  what  smiths  call  a  hollow 
fire,  and  emits  a  bituminous  smell.  The  open-burning 
kind  produces  an  extensive  flame,  which  passes  freely 
through  the  coals,  and  emits  little  or  no  bituminous 
smell  when  burnt  in  a  grate. 

The  Virginia  mines  near  Richmond  and  James'  River 

Ellis  Hill  mine  is  foarteen  miles  from  the  river.  The 
shaft  is  four  hundred  and  eighty  feet  deep.  The  vein 
is  twenty  five  feet  thick.  It  is  full  of  sulphur,  and 
strong  sulphuret  of  iron  bands,  requiring  powder  to 
blast  it.  It  is  inferior  coal,  ;>nd  but  part  of  the  vein  is 
wrought.  Fourteen  feet  above  is  another  vein  six  feet 
thick,  and  the  coal  is  better.  A  few  feet  above  is  also 
a  five  feet  vein  of  still  belter  coil.  They  are  all  soft, 
close-burning  coals.  It  is  raised  from  the  sliaft  by 
rnule  power,  and  it  has  been  hauled  to  the  river,  a  mile 
below  Richmond,  at  nine  cents  per  bushel, — two  dol- 
lars seventy-five  cents  per  ton.  A  rail  road  is  now  far 
advanced  or  finished  from  the  above  mine. 

Black  Heath  is  understood  to  be  found  by  the  union 
of  the  above  and  another  vein.  There  is  9.  Dyke  be- 
tween this  and  the  Ellis  Hill  vein,  which  throws  up  the 
former  near  two  hundred  feet,  altliough  they  are  but 
two  miles  apart.  The  Black  Heath  vein  is  about  forty 
feet  thif  k,  but  one-third  of  it  is  left  to  sustain  the  roof. 
This  mine  takes  fire  generally  every  year,  and  five  or 
six  months  are  lost  annually  in  drowning  out  the  fire. 
It  is  now  generally  rumoured  that  this  vein,  which  has 
been  esteemed  the  best  in  Virginia,  is  exhausted. 

Stone  Henge  is  fifteen  miles  from  the  river.  It  is  a 
mile  from  Ellis  Hill.  The  thickest  vein  there  is  four 
and  a  h;df  feet.  There  is  one  above  three  feet.  The 
coal  is  good- 

Fhiriey  and  Brown  are  on  the  north  side  of  the  river, 
and  eight  miles  from  it.  Their  upper  vein  is  eight  feet, 
and  is  good  coal.  The  lower  is  three  and  threc-fourtli 
feet,  and  is  inferior.  It  has  been  difficult  to  keep  this 
mine  clear  of  water,  with  two  steam  engines. 

Tuckyho  mine  is  about  nine  miles  frjm  the  river,  but 
the  coal  is  inferior. 

Graham's  mines  are  on  the  same  side  of  the  river, 
eighteen  miles  distant  from  it.     It  produces  good  coal. 

'I"he  Virginia  mines  are  all  wrought  by  negroes.  They 
are  very  wet.  They  are  generally  inflammable.  And 
the  coal  from  several  of  the  mines  is  liable  to  sponta- 
i^eous  combustion,  when  laid  in  a  heap  and  exposed  to 
the  weather. 

Cumberland  and  Will's  Creek  Mines. 

The  Will's  Creek  mines  are  about  eight  miles  from 
the  town  of  Cumberland.  The  veins  are  six  feet  thick, 
and  the  coal  is  a  good  close  burning  coal.  The  Cum- 
berland mmes  are  within  a  mile  of  the  river,  and  twen- 
ty-four miles  above  the  town.  The  vein  is  a  good  one, 
and  more  than  ten  feet  thick. 

The  Round  Top  mine  is  on  the  Raystown  branch  of 
Juniata.  It  is  about  thirty  miles  from  Huntingdon  by 
)and,  and  sixty -eight  by  the  course  of  the  river.  The 
vein  appears  to  be  in  the  same  range  with  that  above 


Cumberland.  It  is  about  the  same  thickness,  and  of  an 
equally  good  quality.  It  is  wrought  only  for  smith's  in 
the  neighborhood. 

Clearfield  mines  are  sixty  miles  above  this  location. 
There  are  several  veins  from  two  to  six  feet  thlek. 
Some  of  them  contain  impurities  to  an  injurious  extent, 
but  several  of  them  produce  very  excellent  close-burn- 
ing coal.  The  difficulties  which  have  prevented  working 
them  extensively  are  the  falls  above  this,  and  the  high 
dams  below.  One  or  other  are  apt  to  destroy  their 
property.     Some  good  coal  lias  been  produced  from 


the  mines  above  the   head  \s,atcrs  of  .Juniata,  and  a  rail 
road  has  been 
from  Philipsburg. 


road  has  been  located 


u  wa 
thl 


route  twenty-seven  miles 


The  Lycoming  Company's  coal  field,  on  the  West 
branch  of  the  Susquelianna,  commences  northwest  of 
the  Allegheny  range,  which  crosses  the  river  a  little  be- 
low this  settlement.  Its  passage  through  the  mountain, 
is  on  a  fall  of  ;ibout  two  feet  to  the  mile,  and  the  new 
dam,  being  twelve  feet  high,  will  b.ick  the  water  at  its 
cnmmon  stage  six  miles,  and  within  half  a  mile  of  us. 
The  coal  veins  found  here  are  two  and  a  half,  four,  five 
and  six  feet  in  thickness  The  coal  is  of  two  different 
species,  of  a  bituminous  kind;  one, a  strong  open  burn- 
ing coal,  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  use  of  reverberatory 
furnaces,  steam  engines,  and  to  many  important  manu- 
facturing purposes;  the  other,  soft  and  close-burning, 
for  the  use  of  smiths,  and  for  the  making  of  coke.  The 
veins  now  opened  are  about  one  mile  from  the  river.  It 
is  anjimportant  fact  that  both  of  these  kinds  of  coal  are 
found  in  this  district,  and  both,  in  parallel  strata  in  the 
same  hills. 

Lycoming  Creek  mines  are  situated  on  the  great  line 
of  communication,  between  the  central  parts  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  the  Seneca  lake  in  New  York.  That  state 
has  recently  constructed  the  Chemung  canal,  extend- 
ing sixteen  miles  from  the  lake  to  a  point  six  miles  dis- 
tant from  the  line  of  Pennsylvania.  From  thence  to  the 
West  branch  of  the  Susquehanna,  is  seventy-two  miles. 
The  coal  valley  or  basin,  which  lies  about  midway  on 
the  above  route,  contains  several  veins  which  are  from 
two  to  six  feet  thick.  They  have  been  opened  on  the 
above  route  of  communication,  and  in  'I'loga  county, 
and  wrought  to  a  limited  extent.  The  coal  is  good,  and 
there  is  an  abundant  supply  of  argilaceous  iron  ore 
This  will  become  an  important  district,  when  a  commu- 
nication shall  be  opened,  so  ihatan  interchange  maybe 
made  of  the  Pennsylvania  co.al  and  iron  for  the  New 
York  plaister  and  salt. 

The  Nova  Scotia  Klines. 

The  Sidney  mines  at  Cape  Breton.  The  vein  is  about 
six  feet  thick,  but  the  roof  being  not  good,  they  are 
obliged  to  leave  a  part  of  the  coal.  The  coal  is  sofi  and 
close-burning.  They  work  five  feet  five  inches.  The 
old  French  drifts  are  abandoned,  and  they  now  Lake  up 
the  coal  through  shafts  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet 
deep,  by  steam  power.  It  is  then  hauled  one  and  a  half 
to  two  miles  to  the  landing.  From  thence  it  is  taken 
to  North  Sidney  by  lighters,  a  distance  of  five  or  six 
miles  up  the  bay.  The  price  for  mining  the  last  five 
years  has  been  about  one  and  nine  pence  per  chaldron, 
which  is  here  fifty  bushels,  and  ten  shillings  a  week  for 
rations.  Some  of  the  jobbers  get  one  pound  one  shil- 
ling and  six  pence,  for  a  running  yard  of  five  yards  wide, 
and  five  feet  high.  The  haulers  t.ake  up  from  the 
miners  and  convey  the  coals  to  the  shafts  for  eight  and 
nine  pence  the  chaldron.  The  coal  and  the  water,  of 
I  which  there  is  a  great  deal,  arc  raised  by  steam.  Haul- 
ing to  the  landing,  one  and  a  half  miles,  is  one  shilling 
a  load  of  half  a  chaldron,  or  twenty  cents  for  twen- 
ty-five bushels. 

Bridgeport  vein  is  nine  feet  thick,  but  five  feet  nine 
inches  only  of  it  arc  wrought.  The  other  is  left  for  roof- 
ing. There  are  two  inches  of  slate  in  the  vein  near  to 
the  bottom.  Tl)e  coal  is  of  the  same  kind  as  that  of  Sid- 
ney.    The  old  drift  is  abandoned.     It  was  liable  to  be 
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inundated  by  the  tides.  The  expense  of  mining'  is  about  i  works,  abutment,  guard  locks,  chu'e,  &c  ,  and  prose- 
the  same  as  at  Sidney.  The  coals  are  hauled  to  the  cuted  vig-orously  the  work  of  the  main  line, and  the  next 
landing  hear  two  miles.  Small  schooners  convey  il  to  season,  when  all  the  canal  was  nearly  re.idy,  had  they 
the  ships,  which  in  calm  weather  approach  within  a  j  put  in  tlie  dam  and  free  lock  as  proposed,  the  business 
mile,    but  unless  in  very  calm  weather  it  is   an    unsafe    of  this  company,  and  others  in  this  vicinity,  might  have 

been  continued  regularly  on  the  river  to  Pennsborough, 
and  on  (he   carials  from    Pennsborough,  until  the  sec- 


harbouf   for  shipping,    and  the    coal  is  taken   by  the 
schooners  to  Sidney,  fifteen  miles. 

Pietou  mine.  It  is  twenty-nine  feet  thick,  but  ten 
only  of  the  best  of  the  coal  are  wrought.  It  has  one 
seam  of  slate  five  inches.  The  sliafts  are  fiom  sixty  to 
two  hundred  and  forty  feet  deep.  It  is  open-burning 
coal,  hard,  and  is  mined  with  powder.  Lignite,  and 
some  other  impurities  are*found  in  some  parts  of  thi 


tions  above  that  point  became  permanently  in  ordei". 
On  the  present  system  of  high  dams  and  chutes,  I  am 
convinced  that  no  exiensive  business  can  be  prosecuted 
for  several  years,  either  on  the  river  or  can.'il.  The 
risk  and  loss  on  craft  which  conve3's  the  property,  can- 
i  not  in  most  cases  be  sustained  by  it.     The  upper  sec- 


1  he  coal  is  mined  for  one  and  nine  pence  the  tions  of  this  canal  will  not  become  of  permanent  and 

cubic  yard,  and  one  and  five  pence  for  filling.     The  steady  use  in  less  than  five  years,   and  until  it  shall  be 

miner  finds  powder,  and  the  company  find  tools.     It  is  known  to  be  so,  boats  will  not  be  constructed  for  it    It 

conveyed  about  a  mile  to  the  landing  on  a  rail  road,and  wou'd  in  my  opinion  augment  the  revenue  of  the  state 


from  thence  about  six  miles  to  the  shipping, 

British  coals  may  be  divided  as  follows:  The  north- 
ern and  southern  parts  of  the  island  produce  open- 
burning  coals,  and  anthracite.  The  latter  species  is 
very  abundant  near  Swansea,  in  Wales.  The  middle 
parts  of  the  island  produce  softer  coals,  although  there 
are  many  exceptions  to  this  division.  A  few  years  ago 
I  assisted  a  ship  owner,  who  came  to  Philadelphia  with 
two  vessels  and  cargoes  of  coal  from  Sunderland,  to 
form  some  estimate  of  the  American  market  for  New 
Castle  coals,  and  the  result  was,  with  the  then  cost  and 
charges  in  England  and  duties  here,  a  coal  trade  could 
not  be  carried  on  with  the  United  States  for  less  than 
forty-two  cents  per  bushel,  or  thirteen  dollars  per  ton, 
so  that  competition  could  not  be  expected  fiom  that 
quarter.  It  is  a  fact  not  to  be  ovei'looked  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, that  the  prosperity  of  Great  Britain,  and  the 
maintenance  of  her  canals  and  rail  roads  depend  pri- 
marily on  her  coal  mines.  One  half  the  amount  of  coal 
consumed  in  London  annually,  transported  on  the  pub- 
lic improvements  from  this  location  to  Philadelphia,  at 
five  mills  per  ton,  will  pay  a  yearly  interest  un  the  state 
debt. 

Transportation  is  the  next  matter  of  consideration. 
At  the  present  time  this  coal  cannot  be  transported  to 
market,  either  by  land,  oi-  by  canal. 

The  Lycoming  company  have  expended  Large  sums 
of  money  to  mine  their  coal,  and  to  provide  means  of 
transportation,  while  the  state  was  also  making  liberal 
appropriations,  to  provide  other  and  better  facilities 
for  the  same  purpose.  Thus  far  the  desii^ns  and  ex- 
penditures of  both  parties,  promise  but  little  to  the 
coal  interests  of  this  section  of  the  state  for  some  years 
to  come.  A  steamboat,  and  ten  additional  boats,  de- 
signed to  be  towed  by  her,  were  constructed  under  a.n 
understanding  that  they  might  be  advantageously  used, 
between  the  mines  and  Pennsborough,  to  convey  coal 
to  the  canal,  or  bring  up  canal  boats  to  be  loaded.  1  his 
arrangement  was  made  under  representations,  that  the 
dam  would  not  be  built  till  next  year,  and  when  built, 
it  would  fill  the  canal, and  be  provided  with  a  side  lock, 
which  would  enable  us  to  use  the  river,  till  the  canal 
jhould  be  permanently  useful.  This  representatinn  was 
continued  to  us,even  till  within  three  days  of  closing  the 
navigation  of  the  river  by  obstructions. 

Proposals  for  the  construction  of  a  side  lock  at  the 
dam  were  invited  by  public  advertisement,  but  we  do 
not  perceive  that  the  plan  of  building  is  persevered  in. 
In  consequence  of  this  change  in  the  plan  of  construct- 
ing the  state  improvements  our  steamboats  are  useless. 
We  are  prevented  from  sending  the  coal  to  the  canal  at 
Pennsborough  and  returning  the  craft.  By  experience 
it  is  fully  ascertained,  that  no  extent  of  business  can  be 
done  with  arks,  even  if  the  four  chutes  were  all  in  or- 
der at  one  time.  The  canal  is  not  yet  finished.  The 
consequence  is,  that  no  practicable  route  is  now  left  to 
this  coal  region,  nor  can  any  be  expected  under  the  ex- 
isting form  of  the  improvements  for  some  years,  and  un- 
til the  whole  line  of  canal  shall  become  permanent. 

Had  the  state  proceeded  this  season  to  construct  its  side 


from  these  canals,to  construct  free  side  locks  at  all  the 
high  Jams  They  are  now  often  as  oppressive  on  the 
boatmen  and  merchants,  as  they  are  on  the  river  men. 
Instead  of  remaining  weeks  in  broken  sections  of  the 
canal,  at  a  heavy  expense,  and  injury  to  merchandize, 
if  there  were  side  locks,  the  boats  would  pass  round 
such  section  by  the  river,  with  little  additional  expense, 
and  prosecute  their  voyage.  The  state  can  always 
make  a  just  discrimination  in  assessing  her  tolls  to  pre- 
vent unfair  evasion.  E.  G.  Coal,  which  shall  have  pass- 
ed over  the  whole  line  of  canal,  if  in  order,  from  the 
upper  section  to  Columbia,  should  on  a  continued  voy- 
age over  the  rail  road,  be  assessed  lower  than  if  it  were 
run  to  Columbia  by  the  river,  and  then  despatched  by 
the  rail  road.  This  policy  is  adopted  in  some  of  the  ca- 
nals  and  rail  roads  in  England. 

Unless  something  be  done  speedily  to  remove  the 
discouragements,  whicli  are  now  impending  over  the 
coal  resources  of  this  district,  including  an  extent  of 
seventy  miles,  they  must  of  necessity,  all  be  abandon- 
ed; and  1  apprehend  the  Atlantic  supplies  will  not  be 
drawn,  unless  very  partially,  from  Pennsylvania.  Va- 
rious efforts  are  now  making  in  the  Cumberland  and 
Will's  creek  district,  to  supply  the  tlhesapeakeand  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  from  that  quarter.  There  is  also 
a  strong  Atlantic  manufacturing  interest  in  favour  of  ta- 
king off  the  duty  on  bituminous  coal,  and  scarcely  an 
interest, except  the  Pennsylvania  improvements  against 
it.  If  that  were  done,  the  coals  of  Pennsylvania  cannot 
be  supplied  as  low  as  the  coals  of  Sidney  and  Pietou, 
which  have  been  selling  in  Philadelphia  at  seven,  to 
seven  and  a  half  dollars. 

There  is  another  consideration;  for  five  years,  we 
have  continually  heard  of  ruinous  losses  of  property  at 
the  chutes,  and  incessant  threats  to  demolish  the  public 
improvements.  It  is  a  sad  spectacle  to  look  abroad 
over  one-third  of  the  surface  of  the  state,  and  see  the 
inhabitants  driven  to  lawless  and  desperate  acts  against 
its  improvements.  A  small  sum, a  very  small  sum  com- 
pared with  the 'great  expenditures  of  the  state,  would 
relieve  and  woidd  satisfy  them.  If  one  free  lock  at  a 
dam  is  not  sufficient,  give  them  two,  if  the  two  be  not 
sufficient,  give  them  three.  If  necessiti/  force  those 
people  to  open  a  navigable  stream  through  the  improve- 
ments, as  it  was  said  to  have  done  last  spring.those  who 
rely  on  the  use  of  the  canal,  will  be  the  first  and  pr'm« 
cipal  sufferers. 

I  have  made  the  above  suggestions  particularly  in  re- 
ference to  the  interests,  which  I  have  the  honour  to 
represent,  and  under  a  knowledge,  that  the  extent  of 
business  proposed  by  this  company  is  of  greater  magni- 
tude than  the  public  have  been  apprised  of  The 
height  of  the  dam  is  unimportant  to  their  interest,  uh- 
less  it  be  more  liable  to  breaches. — We  want  an  iinin- 
terrupted  river  navigation  to  the  canal,  where  it  is  per» 
manent. — We  want  an  uninterrupted  canal  navigation 
as  soon  as  our  dependence  can  be  placed  upon  it. — We 
want  light  toll  assessments  on  our  property,  because  its 
prime  cost  is  very  little.  Its  value  in  the  market  is 
principally  money  advanced,  and  our  property  cannot 
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sustain  heavy  charges.  As  to  the  state  improvements 
we  wish  to  repose  our  dependence  upon  them;  and  it, 
is  a  niattei-  of  extreme  regret  to  us,  tiiat  those  who  di- 
rect them,  shovdd  have  found  it  necessary  to  exclude 
the  products  of  this  district  from  them, as  far  and  as  fast 
as  they  are  completed. 

I  am  sir,  most  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  P.  FAKKAND. 
S.  J.  Packer,  Esa- 


From  the  Cincinnati  Mirror. 
THE  FIRST  FLAT  BOAT  ON  THE  MISSISSIPPI- 

A  friend  called  on  us  a  few  mornings  since  to  accom- 
pany him  to  the  shop  of  Mr.  F.  Shields,  for  the  purpose 
of  viewing  an  iron  tablet,  recently  cast  by  Hanks  & 
Niles  of  tliis  city.  It  is  to  be  erected  to  the  memory  of 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  West,  and  we  should  judge 
that  it  will  perpetuate  his  name  through  many  ages.  It  is 
very  spacious,  with  large  and  deeply  indented  letters, 
and  it  is  the  first  of  the  kind  ever  executed  west  of  the 
Alleghenies. 
The  following  is  the  inscription: 

JACOB  YODER, 

Was  born  in  Reading,  Pennsylvania, 

August  nth,  1758: 

-    And  was  a  Soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  Army 

in  1777  and  1778. 

He  emigrated  to  the  West  in  1780,  and  in  May, 

1782,  from  Fort  Redstone,  on  the 

Monongahela  River, 

in  the 

FIRST  PLAT  BOAT 

that  ever  descended  the  Mississippi. 

He  landed  at  New  Orleans  v/ith  a  cargo  of 

produce. 

He  died  April  7,  1832,  at  his  Farm  in  Spencer 

County,  Kentucky,  and  lies  here  iu- 

tered  beneath  this  tablet. 

Capt.  Jacob  Yoder  was  a  highly  respectable  and 
wealthy  farmer  of  Spencer  county,  Ky.  To  him  be- 
longs the  honor  of  having  descended  the  Mississippi  in 
the  first  flat  boat.  And  if  no  olher  powers  than  those 
of  time,  and  wind,  and  storm  shall  assail  it,  this  tablet 
will  preserve  the  fact  recorded  upon  it  thro'  a  long  se- 
ries of  coming  ages. 

No  one  who  has  any  pretensions  to  the  possession  of 
a  soul  can  contemplate  this  tablet  without  a  variety  of 
emotions.  A  brilliant  series  of  associations  enchain  the 
mind  of  the  gazer,  as  with  a  spell,  to  it — 1  hat  the  man 
who  navigated  the  first  flat  boat  that  ever  descended 
the  Mississippi  should  have  lived  to  see  a  magnificent 
steamboat  ploughing  the  same  watery  track,  is  a  truth 
which  affords  a  subject  of  much  admiration.  When  he 
launched  his  little  bark  on  the  Monongahela,what  were 
his  anticipations?  Such  as  time  has  proved?  No,  he 
then  thought  of  the  wily  savage,  whose  covert  was  a 
wide  and  untrodden  wilderness.  He  proceeded  on  his 
precarious  voyage.  Instead  of  cheering  aspects  of  busy 
cities,  flourisiiing  villages,  and  cultivated  farms,  which 
now  chain  the  voyager's  attention,  he  saw  a  range  of 
hills,  unshorn  of  their  primeval  wilderness,  whence  the 
lugubrious  howl  of  the  wolf  proceeded,  tue  vast  wil- 
derness where  the  foot  of  civilized  man  had  not  trod- 
den, "instinct,"  'tis  true,  "with  life,''  but  it  was  the 
life  of  the  forest  denizen,  the  trembling  fawn,  and  the 
myriad  songsters  of  the  wild.  He  reached  his  destina- 
tion, but  his  safety  was  a  marvel  to  himself,  and  his 


dangers,  in  after  recital,  awakened  up  a  fear  stricken 
excitement  in  the  minds  of  those  who  listened  to  his 
tale  of  perils  "  by  field  and  flood."  He  lived  to  see 
country  cliange  masters,  the  wilderness  blossom  as  the 
rose,  and  human  energy  achieve  a  conquest  over  a 
thousand  obstacles.  This  is  the  greatest  triumph  that 
man  has  yet  achieved.  History  records  no  parallel.  To 
the  future  generations  of  America,  it  will  be  what  the 
fabulous  age  of  the  Titans,  was  to  the  aHcient 
Greeks. 


From  the  Episcopal  Recorder. 
THE  OLD  SWEDES'  CHURCH. 

This  venerable  building  was  erected  in  the  year  1700 
and  is  the  oldest  cliurch  edifice  in  Philadelphia.  Hav- 
ing been  built  to  take  the  place  of  two  houses  of  wor- 
ship, which  had  already  existed  during  more  than  half 
a  century,  and  were  then  in  a  state  of  decay;  the  histo- 
ry of  the  Church  itself,  begins  at  a  period  much  earlier 
than  the  date  of  these  hallowed  walls.  By  the  merging 
of  the  two  congregations  into  one,  the  organization  of 
the  present  body  may  properly  be  placed  immediately 
after  the  landing  of  the  Swedes  on  the  banks  of  the  De- 
laware, in  1629.  Thus  presenting,  as  it  were  a  con- 
necting link  between  the  present  flourishing  state  of  our 
happy  country,  teeming  with  all  the  blessings  of  liberty 
and  peace,  and  enjoying  the  meridian  splendor  of  Gos- 
pel day,  and  the  time  when  the  standard  of  civilization 
was  raised  in  the  primeval  forest,  and  the  glad  tidings 
of  salvation  were,  for  the  first  time,  proclaimed  to  the 
benighted  heathen  of  this  region.  Here  it  may  be  pro- 
per to  notice  a  fact  generally  overlooked  in  the  pub- 
lished accounts  of  missions,  which  is,  that  the  first  mis- 
sionary to  the  heathen  in  this  region  (and  perhaps  the 
first  ever  sent  by  a  Protestant  Church)  was  the  Rev. 
Reorus  Torkillus,  a  minister  of  the  Swedish  Church, 
who  accompanied  the  early  settlers,  and  after  faith- 
ful and  successful  labours,  died  at  Fort  Christina,  in 
1643. 

I'hat  the  conversion  of  the  Indians  was  one  of  the  ob- 
jects of  the  Swedish  settlement  on  these  shores,  is  plain, 
from  the  fact  that  the  principal  argument  used  to  induce 
the  formation  of  a  company  to  send  out  a  colony,  was 
"  That  the  Christian  religion  would  by  that  means  be 
planted  among  the  heathen."  And  that  this  design  was 
carried  into  effect,  is  evident  from  the  reports  of  the 
e:i«-ly  missionaries,  and  especially  from  the  fact  of  the 
Rev.  Campanius  Holm's  having  translated  Luther's 
Catechism  into  the  language  of  the  Delaware  Indians, 
which  has  since  been  published,  and  is  now  extant. 
This  gentleman  arrived  in  the  colony  on  the  16th  Feb- 
ruary, 1643,  and  preached  at  Christina  and  also  at  Tini- 
cum,  where  the  Swedes  erected  a  church,  which  he 
consecrated  on  the  4th  of  September,  1643.  In  a  com- 
munication on  the  subject  of  the  Indians,  he  says,  that 
"  he  succeeded  so  far  that  many  of  those  barbarians 
were  convened  to  the  Christian  faith."  He  returned 
home  in  1648.  About  this  time  a  settlement  was  com- 
menced at  Kingsessing.  It  was  called  the  New  Fort. 
It  was  not,  however,  properly  speaking,  a  fort,  but 
several  substantial  log  houses,  built  of  hickory,  two 
stories  high,  suflScient  to  secure  the  people  from  the 
Indians.  These  were  inhabited  by  five  famihes,  who, 
it  is  said,  "  cultivated  the  land  and  lived  very  well." 

The  Rev.  Laurence  Charles  Lokenius  succeeded  Mr. 
Campanius  Holm  in  the  care  of  the  churches  at  Tinicum 
and  Christina,  but  on  the  taking  of  the  colony  by  the 
Dutch,  he  gave  up  the  church  at  Tinicum  to  a  Dutch 
clergyman,  the  Rev.  Jacob  Fabritius.  In  the  mean 
time  the  Rev.  Israel  Holgh  arrived  from  Sweden,  but 
soon  returned  home.  Tlie  Rev.  Peter accom- 
panied Governor  Rising,  in  1654,  and  in  1656,  the  Rer. 

Matthias arrived  in  the  colony.     Both  of  these 

gentlemen  returned  home  after  residing  here  about  two 
years. 

The  separation  of  the  colony  from  the  mother  country 
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of  course  affected  the  Church  This  occurred  in  Sep-] 
tember,  1655.  The  Dutch  at  New  York  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  difficulties  in  which  Sweden  was  involved, 
sent  Governor  Peter  Stuyvesant  with  a  force  of  six  or 
seven  hundred  men  in  seven  ships,  commanded  by  Capt. 
Von-der-Uonk,  who  falling  unawares  upon  the  colon- 
ists, plundered  them  of  every  thing  ihey  could  lay  their 
hands  upon,  laid  waste  their  plantation':,  and  soon  took 
the  forts.  This  unprovoked  aggression  did  not,  howev- 
er, avail  them  much,  for  ten  years  after  the  English 
took  possession  of  the  whole  country. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Fabritius,  wlio  offic  iated  at  Wicaco, 
where  some  Swedes  settled  in  1654,  and  also  at  Tini- 
cum,  became  blind  about  five  years  after  he  entered 
upon  these  duties,  so  that  although  he  continued  to  act 
as  pastor  for  sixteen  years,  yet  the  chief  care  of  the  con- 
gregations at  Tinicum  and  Wicaco  devolved  upon  a 
Swedish  laynnan,  Mr.  Charles  Cornelius  Springer,  who 
"  sang  psalms  and  prayed  with  the  people,  and  read 
discourses  to  them  out  of  a  collection  of  Swedish  ser- 
mons." This  Mr.  Springer  was  still  in  the  exercise  of 
these  duties  when  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rudman,  who  built  the 
present  "old  Swedes' Church,"  arrived  here,  and  he 
was  afterwards  employed  by  iiim  as  a  catechist. 

The  money  here  mentioned,  and  also  other  sums  were 
contributed,  inthe  following  proportions,  viz:  two-fifths 
by  the  Tinieum  congregation,  two  fifths  by  the  congre- 
gation at  Wicaco,  and  one  fifth  by  settlers  on  the  banks 
of  the  Schuylkill,  in  the  neighborhood  of  an  Indian 
crossing-place  afterwards  called  the  Swedes  Ford,  and 
who,  it  seems,  were  very  zealous  Christians,  for  Mr. 
Kudman  says  of  them,  that  althougli  they  "  have  sixteen 
miles  to  walk,  or  ride,  to  go  to  Church,  nevertheless 
they  verv  regularly  attend  divine  service  on  Sundays." 
In  1693,  being  witliout  a  pastor,  the  Swedish  congre- 
gations wrote  a  letter  to  Sweden,  requesting  that  two 
clergymen  might  be  sent  to  them.  This  letter  was  sign 
ed  by  thirty  heads  of  families,  on  behalf  of  the  whole 
colony,  wliich  then  consisted  of  188  families,  comprising 
907  souls.  It  is  written  in  a  truly  Christian  spirit. 
Speaking  of  their  own  condition,  they  say,  "We  are 
almost  ail  of  us  husbandmen,  we  plough  and  sow,  and 
cultivate  the  land;  and  as  to  our  meat  and  drink,  we 
live  according  to  the  old  Swedish  custom.  This  coun- 
try is  very  rich  and  fruitful:  it  produce?,  God  be  praised, 
all  sorts  of  grain;  all  that  we  plant  and  sow  gives  us 
plentiful  returns,  so  that  we  are  richly  supplied  with 
meat  and  drink;  we  have  here,  God  be  thanked,  .all 
kinds  of  venison,  birds,  and  fishes.  Our  wives  and 
daughters  employ  themselves  in  spinning  wool  and  flax, 
and  many  of  them  in  weaving,  so  that  we  have  good 
reason  to  thank  the  Almighty  for  our  daily  support.  We 
only  wish  we  had  also  good  and  faithful  shepherds  and 
guardians  to  our  souls,  who  might  feed  us  with  the 
bread  of  life,  such  as  the  preaching  of  God's  word  and 
the  administration  of  the  sacraments  according  to  our 
holy  rites." 

Speaking  of  books,  &c.,  they  say,  "  We  also  humbly 
request  that  there  may  be  sent  to  us  twelve  Bibles,  3 
books  of  sermons,  furty-two  psalm  books,  a  hundred 
religious  tracts,  two  hundred  catechisms,  and  two  hun- 
dred primers.  As  soon  as  we  receive  these  books,  we 
shall  promptly  and  thankfully  pay  for  the  same.  And 
as  the  priests  will  require  to  be  supported,  we  engage 
ourselves  to  maintain  them  to  the  best  of  our  abilities." 
There  seems  to  have  been  great  need  of  books,  as  the 
missionaries  on  their  arrival  only  found  throe  in  the 
whole  colony,  but  yet  so  anxious  were  the  people  for 
the  improvement  of  their  children,  that  these  had  been 
lent  from  one  to  the  other,  so  that  all  could  read. 

The  result  of  this  application  was  the  appointment 
by  king  Charles  XI.  in  1696,  of  two  clergyman  selected 
by  the  archbishop  of  Upsal.  One  of  these,  the  Rev. 
Andreas  Rudman,  on  his  arrival  here,  in  1697,  took 
charge  of  the  congregation  at  Tinicum  and  Wicaco,  and 
finding  the  Churches  old  and  in  bad  condition,  he  pro- 
posed to  supply  the  place  of  the  two  by  one,  which  it 


was  determined,  after  some  discussions  and  delay,  should 
be  built  at  Wicaco.  The  manner  in  which  he  was  re- 
ceived by  the  people,  and  their  zeal  for  the  Church, 
are  very  happily  expressed  in  a  letter  to  Sweden;  he 
says,  "In  order  to  build  our  church,  we  are  about  to 
raise  the  sum  of  four  hundred  pounds  sterling;  but  that 
will  not  be  difficult,  they  are  so  very  glad  to  have  us 
among  them,  they  look  upon  us  as  if  we  were  angels 
from  heaven.  Of  this  they  have  assured  me  with  many 
tears;  and  we  may  truly  say,  that  there  is  no  place  in  the 
world  where  a  [iriest  m:iy  be  so  happy  and  so  well  be- 
loved as  in  this  country." 

"  The  English  have  received  us  extremely  well,  and 
some  of  them  even  come  to  our  meetings.  We  live 
scattered  among  the  English  and  Quakers,  yet  our  lan- 
guage is  preserved,  as  pure  as  any  where  in  Sweden. 
There  are  about  twelve  hundred  persons  that  speak 
it." 

"  The  houses  are  built  after  the  Swedish  manner,  the 
women  brew  excellent  beer,  as  in  Sweden;  they  have 
also  a  liquor  made  of  apples,  which  they  call  cider,  it  is 
very  pleasant  to  the  taste,  and  very  wholesome." 

With  a  p'.irt  of  these  moneys  the  site  where  the  Church  ' 
now  stands  and  adjacent  grounds  were  purchased,  an 
acre  and  three-quarters  of  land.  Afterwaids  one  acre 
adjoining,  and  then  twenty-five  acres  were  purchased; 
altogetlicr  twenty-seven  acres  and  three-quarters,  ex- 
tending from  the  river  Delaware  to  Ninth  street,  and 
now  bounded  Oil  the  north  by  Christian  street.  A  strip 
of  land  on  the  north  side  of  th:it  street,  near  the  river, 
was  afterwards  exchangetl  for  two  squares  higher  up, 
which  together  form  the  landed  estate  with  which  the 
Church  is  endowed.  The  building  was  commenced  to- 
ward the  close  of  1699,  and  w.as  consecrated,  as  the. 
Church  of  Gloria  Dei  on  the  2d  of  July  1700,  being  the 
first  Sunday  after  Trinity.  At  that  time  this  buildin,g 
was  thought  so  splendid,  that  "the  English  themselves," 
says  the  missionary,  "who  now  govern  this  province 
and  are  beyond  measure  richer  than  we  are,  wonder  at 
what  we  have  done.  It  is  but  Litely  that  two  governors 
with  their  suites  have  come  to  this  place  and  visited  our 
Church.  'I'he  one  is  Francis  Nicholson,  Go\  ernor  of 
Virginia,  and  our  great  patron — the  other  is  named 
Black.stone,  and  is  Governor  of  Maryland."  But  alas! 
such  has  been  the  increase  of  luxury  since  those  good 
old  times,  that  it  is  now  so  far  eclipsed  by  the  costly 
structures  of  modern  days,  as  only  to  be  known  and 
spoken  of  as  the  "  Old  Swedes' Church."  The  Rev. 
Mr.  Rudman  died  in  1708,  and  was  buried  in  the  chan- 
cel of  the  Church,  as  appears  by  a  tomb-stone  placed 
there.  His  successor,  the  Rev.  A)idreas  Sandal,  return- 
ed after  some  years  to  Sweden,  and  was  followed  by  the 
Kev.  .Tames  Lidman,  who  came  in  1719,  and  went  home 
in  1730.  The  pulpit  being  now  vacant,  the  Rev.  J. 
I  Eusberg,  took  care  of  the  Cliurch.  In  1733  some  im- 
proper person  took  possession  of  the  Cliurch,  but  was 
deposed  in  the  same  year.  In  1737  the  Rev.  .John  Dy- 
hinder  arrived,  he  was  much  beloved,  and  had  a  remar- 
kable talent  for  singing.  He  died  in  1741,  and  was  al- 
so buried  in  the  Church.  The  Uey.  Gabriel  Ncesman, 
I  .arrived  in  1743,  and  returned  home  in  1751.  The  Rev. 
Olaviis  Parlin  came  in  1749,  died  much  respected  in 
1757,  and  was  buried  with  his  predecessors  in  the 
chancel. 

The  Rev.  Carolus  Magnus  Wrangle  came  in  1759, 
and  went  home  in  1768.  During  his  ministry  the 
Church  prospered  exceedingly.  Soon  after  his  arrival, 
he  induced  that  part  of  the  congregation  which  resid- 
ed near  the  Swedes'  Ford,  to  build  a  place  of  worship  in 
their  own  neighbourhood,  so  as  to  avoid  the  necessity 
of  coming  to  worship  at  Wicaco,  which,  from  their  in- 
creased numbers  as  well  as  the  distance,  w.as  inconve- 
nient. This  good  example  was  soon  followed  by  that 
portion  of  the  congregation  which  resided  in  and  near 
Kingsessing,  where,  in  1762,  a  very  substantial  and  spa- 
cious stone  building  was  erected,  and  named  St.  James' 
Church.     This  zeal  on  the  part  of  the  country  mem- 
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bers  was  the  more  commendable,  as  they  had  already 
coniributed  the  largtst  portion  of  tlie  funds  used  in  j 
biiildint,'  the  Church,  and  buying  the  lands  at  Wicaco, 
and  they  further  agreed  to  keep  ihese  new  Churches 
in  good  repair,  so  that  tlie  rents  of  their  land  miglit  be 
applied  exclusively,  as  was  originally  intended,  to  the 
support  of  the  Clergymen.  In  1765  the  congregation 
was  incorporated  by  the  proprietaries  of  the  province, 
under  the  name  of  ''the  United  Swedish  Lutheran 
Churches  of  Wicaco,  Kingsessing,  and  Upper  Merion, 
called  Gloria  Dei,  Saint  James,  and  Christ  Church." 
This  act  was  confirmed  and  amended  in  1787,  so  as  to 
allow  the  congregation  when  the  mission  from  Sweden 
should  cease,  to  choose  their  clergymen,  confining 
them  however  in  such  choice  to  the  Lutheran  or  Epis- 
copal Church.  The  next  missionary  was  the  Rev,  An- 
dreas Goranson:  he  came  in  1767,  and  returned  home 
in  1785.  Afier  him  came  the  late  venerable  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Nicholas  Collin,  the  last  of  the  Swedes.  He  was 
first  .at  Swedesborough,  in  New  Jersey,  and  came  to 
Wicaco  in  1786,  where,  af:er  a  long  and  useful  life,  he 
died  universally  respected,  on  the  7tli  of  October,  1831, 
aged  86  years  The  clergy  at  present  connected  with 
this  congregation  are  the  Rev.  Jehu  Curtis  Clay,  Rec- 
tor, and  the  Rev.  Reymond  A.  Henderson,  assistant 
minister. 

The  reader  of  this  humble  sketch  will  readily  appre- 
hend the  great  change  whicli  the  lapse  of  ages  has 
made;  a  change  which  has  not  even  spared  the  names 
of  the  early  Swedes  and  otiiers.  A  writer  of  the  last 
century  notices  this:  he  says,  Bengisen  has  been  chang- 
ed to  Bankson,  Gostafson  to  Justis,  Hendreckson  to 
Hendi  rson,  Kyn  to  Keen,  Johansson  to  Jones,  Vonder- 
Donk  to  Onderdonk,  Colsberg  to  Colesbcrry,  &c.,  yet 
some  remain  unchanged,  as  Rambo,  Holstein,  Stille, 
Hedelius,  &c.  In  other  matters,  while  unimportant 
things  have  changed,  the  substantial  remain:  for  in- 
stance, the  present  generation  of  the  men,  while  they 
have  acquired  the  manners  of  the  times,  still  cherisli 
the  open  hospitality  and  .sturdy  honesty  of  their  an- 
cestors, and  the  women,  with  the  grace  and  intelligence 
of  the  present  da)',  retain  and  practice  the  domestic 
virtues  and  laborious  attention  to  household  affairs  for 
which  tiieir  Swedish  mothers  were  so  highly  and  so 
justly  prized.  So  in  the  old  Church  externals  have 
changed;  of  the  painted  altar  piece  only  some  of  the 
rude  ornaments  remain;  the  mantal  pipes  of  tlie  old 
organ,  which  were  intended  to  sound  the  praises  of  the 
Creator,  were  melted  down  in  the  war  of  independence, 
to  make  bullets  to  destoy  his  creatures — the  bell  has 
been  recast — the  Swedish  liturgy  has  given  place  to  the 
English — those  who  worsliipped  there  in  past  ages  are 
gone.  But  God  be  praised,  the  essentials  remain.  I  he 
faith  once  delivered  to  the  Saints  is  still  retained. — 
Fromthe  pulpit  and  the  desk  the  same  pure  evangelical 
doctrines,  the  same  prayers  and  the  same  praises  are 
heard  from  the  lips  of  those  pious  men  whose  mortal 
remains  now  repose  beneath  the  preacher's  feet. 

H. 


From  the  United  States  Gazette. 
OPENING  OF  THE  PENNSYLVANIA  RAILWAY. 

April  16th. 

One  track  of  this  important  State  improvement  being 
completed,  arrangements  were  made  by  Mr.  S.  R. 
Slaymaker,  of  Lancaster,  for  passing  a  train  of  cars  from 
that  city  to  Philadelphia,  on  Wednesday.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislature,  from  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
and  the  counties  adjacent  to  the  line  of  the  road,  with 
others,  arrived  at  Columbia  on  Tuesday  evening,  by  the 
canal  packet  from  llarrisbur^,  and  were  immediately 
conveyed  to  Lancaster,  in  a  tniin  drawn  by  the  locomo- 
tive. Black  Hawk — the  engine  performing  the  trip  in 
fifty-five  minutes. 

On  Wednesday  morning,  a  train  of  cars  was  again  at- 
tached, and  left  North  Queen  street,  at  eight  o'clock, 


arrived  at  the  (.ap  at  ten,  passed  with  ease  the  worki 
there  constructed,  and  arrived  at  the  liead  of  the  inclin- 
ed plane,  near  the  Schuylkill  at  half  past  four  in  the 
afternoon — having  made  the  trip  in  eight  liTjurs  and  a 
half,  all  stoppages  ftr  taking  in  water,  receiving  and 
discharging  passengers,  and  incidental  delays,  included. 
If  it  be  borne  in  mind,  that  the  engine  is  one  of  very 
limited  power,  that  the  number  of  passengers  was  large, 
the  weight  of  cars  and  baggage  very  considerable,  and 
that  the  passage  w.as  made  under  tiie  disadvantages  in- 
sep;irable  from  first  attempts,  all  will  cnncur  in  award- 
ing to  I  lie  engineer,  and  those  in  charge  of  the  locomo- 
tive and  train  of  cars,  great  praise  for  their  skill  in  ef- 
fecting so  successful  and  gratifying  an  issue  of  the  un- 
dertaking. 

The  p:issengers  were  under  special  obligations  to  Mr. 
S.  R.  Slaymaker,  for  his  assiduous  attention  to  their 
comfort  on  the  route,  and  his  politeness  in  furnishing 
them  with  refreshments  near  Coatesville;  at  which  point, 
also,  m.iny  of  them  enjoyed  the  hospi'ality  of  Mr.  Miller, 
whose  house  was  in  the  most  friendly  manner  opened 
for  their  accommodation. 

Throughout  the  whole  line,  the  progress  of  the  train 
was  hailed  with  hearty  acclamations,  b}'  crowds  of  per- 
sons collected  to  witness  the  novel  spectacle.  An  im- 
mense concourse  of  citizens  was  also  assembled  at  the 
head  of  the  inclined  plane,  to  greet  its  arrival  at  that 
point.  The  locomotive  was  there  detached,  the  cars 
passed  down  witliout  obstruction  or  serious  difficulty, 
and  thence  conveyed  to  Bro.ad  street,  and  other  points 
in  tlie  city — receiving  among  others,  a  friendlv  recep- 
tion and  kind  entertainment  at  the  hotel  of  Mr.  Ren- 
shaw. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  persons  who  came  as 
passengers  in  tlie  first  train  of  cars;  besides  whom  nu- 
merous way  passengers  rode  short  distances. 

Members  of  the  Legislature. 
W.  H.  Stokes  Samuel   McClean 

Gen    Wm.  T.  liodgers  Oliver  Alison 

Abm.  Miller  Wm.  Jackson 

James  Goodman  J.  Kern 

Thomis  J.  Heston  John  M.  Jones 

Samuel  Anderson  Jolin  Rheiner  Jr. 

Wm.  Noble  Jos.    Taylor 

C.  Bertels  John  H.  Bispham 
W.  Watson  John  Matheys 

Thomas  L.  Smith 

Canal  Commissioners, 
James  Clarke  Robt.  .McCoy 

John  Mitchell 

Chief  Engineer  of  the  Allegheny  Railway, 

Silvester  Welcii. 

An  Engineer  of  tlie  Pennsylvania  Canal, 

AVm.  H.  .McCutchen. 

Officers  of  the  Columbia  and  Philadelphia  RVtltfaj. 

Wm.  B.  Mitcliell,  Superentendent. 

Engineer  Corps. 

B.  F.  Gay  W.  11.  Wilson 

D.  Griffin  C.  O.  Sanford 
Robert  Petlit                          Jos.  Ogilbv,  Jr. 
Wm.  K.  Huffnagle  A.  B.  Stoiighton 
J.  L-  Glenn  liichird  Peters  Jr. 
John  A.  SheafF  Wm.  'lorbert 

P.  Lyon  J.  Davis 

.1.  Pemberton  J.  H-  Grant 

Charles  Senickson. 

Pussengcrs- 
p.  Reitzel,  R.  Moderwcll,  Wm.  Wagner,  R.  S.  Jones, 
M.  D.,  Mos.  Moore,  Saml.  Wagner,  John  JefTries,  S. 
Steinback,  Isaac  Downing,  .\.  G.  Webster,  J.  Carle.s, 
Wm.  Mason,  Geo.  Webster,  A.  Marrara,  David  D. 
Biithol,  Jacob  Johnson,  Jacob  Printer,  Jr.,  George 
Thomas,  M.  D.,  R.  M.  Thomas,  Brinton  Jacobs,  Wilson 
Buffington,  Knoch  P.  D.avis,  Thos.  I)  Carson,  M-  Ma- 
lone,  i?.  Cornelius,  .\.  Noble,  J.  Clarke,  V-  Dodge, 
D.  Brooke,  J,  M.  Downing,  T,  S.  Downing,  R.J. 
Downing. 
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PRESIDENT'S    MESSAGE— BANK  DIRECTORS. 

Washiugtox,  March  lUIi,  1834. 
To  the  Senate: 

I  renominate  Henry  D.  Gilpin,  Peter  Wagfer,  and 
JohnT.  Sullivan,  of  Philadelpliia,  and  Hugh  McEIder- 
ry,  iif  Baltimore,  to  be  Directors  in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  year  1834- 

I  disclaim  all  pretension,  of  riglit,  on  the  part  of  the 
President,  officially  to  inquire  into,  or  call  in  question, 
the  reasons  of  the  Senate  for  rejecting- any  nomination 
whatsoever.  As  the  President  is  not  responsible  to 
them  for  the  reasons  which  induce  him  to  make  a  nomi- 
nation, so  they  are  not  responsible  to  him  for  the  rea- 
sons which  induce  them  to  reject  it.  In  these  respects, 
each  is  independent  of  the  other,  and  both  responsible  j 
to  the  r  respective  constituents.  Nevertlieless,  the  .it-  | 
titude  in  which  certain  vital  interests  of  the  country 
are  placed  by  the  rejection  of  the  gentlemen  now  re- 
nominatrd,  require  of  me  frankly  to  communicate  iTiy 
views  of  the  consequences  whicli  must  necessarily  fol- 
low this  act  of  the  Senate,  if  it  be  not  reconsidered. 

The  characters  and  standing  of  these  gentlemen  are 
well  known  to  the  community,  and  eminently  qualify 
them  for  the  offices  to  which  I  propose  to  appoint  them. 
Their  confirmation  by  the  Senate,  at  its  last  session,  to 
the  same  offices,  is  proof  that  such  was  the  opinion  of 
them  entertained  by  the  Senate  at  that  time;  and  unless 
something  has  occurred  since  to  ciiange  it,  this  act  m.iy 
now  be  referred  to  as  evidence  that  i heir  talents  and 
pursuits  justified  their  selection. 

The  refusal,  however,  to  confirm  their  nominations 
to  the  same  offices  shows  that  there  is  something  in  the 
conduct  of  these  gentlemen, during  the  last  year,  which, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  disquidifies  them;  and  as 
no  charge  has  been  made  against  them  as  men  or  citi- 
zens, nothing  which  impeaches  the  fair  private  charac- 
ter they  possessed  when  the  Senate  gave  them  their 
sanction  at  its  last  session;  and  as  it  inoreover  appears 
from  the  journal  of  the  Senate,  recently  transmitted 
for  my  inspection,  that  it  was  deemed  luinecessary  to 
inquire  into  thur  qualifications  or  character;  it  is  to  be 
inferred  th;>t  the  change  in  the  opinion  of  the  Senate 
has  arisen  from  the  official  conduct  of  these  gentlemen. 
The  only  circumstances  in  their  official  conduct,  which 
have  been  deemed  of  sufficient  importance  to  attract 
public  attention,  are  the  two  reports  made  by  them  to 
the  Executive  Department  of  the  Government;  the  one 
bearing  date  the  22d  day  of  April,  and  the  other  the  ' 
19th  day  of  August  last;  both  of  which  reports  were  I 
communicated  to  the  Senate  by  the  Secretary  of  the  I 
Treasury,  with  his  reasons  for  removing  the  deposits.      | 

The  truth  of  the  facts  stated  in  these  reports  is  not, 
I  presume,  questioned  by  any  one.  The  liigh  charac- 
ter and  standing  of  the  citizens  by  whom  they  were 
made,  prevent  any  doubt  upon  the  subject.  Indeed, 
the  statements  have  not  been  denied  by  the  President 
of  the  Bank,  and  the  other  Directors.  On  the  contra- 
ry, they  have  ihsisted  that  they  were  authorized  lo  use 
the  money  of  the  Bank  in  the  manner  stated  in  the  two 
reports,  and  have  not  denied  that  the  charges  there 
made  against  the  corporation  are  substantially  true.  It 
must  be  taken,  therefore,  as  admitted,  that  the  state- 
ments of  the  public  Directors,  in  the  reports  above  j 
mentioned,  are  correct:  and  they  disclose  the  most 
alarming  abuses,  on  the  part  of  the  corporation, and  the 
most  strenuous  exertions,  on  their  part,  to  put  an  end  ■ 
to  them.  They  prove  that  enormous  sums  were  se- 
cretly lavished, in  a  manner,  and  for  purposes,  that  can- 
not be  justified;  and  that  the  whole  of  the  immense  ca- 
pital of  the  Bank  has  been  virtually  ])laced  at  the  dispo- 
sal of  a  single  individual,  to  be  used  if  he  tliinks  pro- 
per, to  corrupt  the  press,  and  to  control  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Government,  by  exercising  an  undue  influ- 
ence over  elections. 

The  reports  were  made  in  obedience  to  my  official 
directions;  and  I  herewith  transmit  copies  of  my  letters 


callmg  for  inform.ition  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Bank, 
Were  they  bound  to  disregard  the  call.'  Was  it  their 
duty  to  reinain  silent,  while  abuses  of  the  most  injurious 
and  dangerous  character  were  daily  practised.'  Were 
they  bound  to  conceal  from  the  constituted  auihorilies 
a  course  of  measures  destructive  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  country,  and  intended  gradually  and  secretly  to  sub- 
vert the  foundations  of  our  Government,  and  to  trans- 
fer its  pov\  ers  from  the  hands  of  the  people  to  a  great 
monied  corporation?  Was  it  their  duty  to  sit  in  silence 
at  the  Board,  and  witness  all  these  abuses,  without  an 
attempt  to  correct  them;  or,  in  case  of  failure  there,not 
to  appeal  to  higher  authcn-ity.'  The  eighth  fundamen- 
tal ride  authorizes  any  one  of  the  Directors,  whether 
elected  or  appointed,  who  may  have  been  absent  when 
an  excess  of  debt  was  created,  or  who  may  have  dis- 
sented from  the  act,  to  exonerate  himsj-lf  from  personal 
responsibility  by  giving  notice  of  the  fact  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States;  thus  reoguising  the  proprie- 
ty of  communicating  to  that  officer  the  proceeding.?  of 
the  Board  in  such  cases.  But,  independently  of  an 
argument  to  be  derived  from  the  principle  recognised 
in  the  rule  referred  to,  I  cannot  doubt  for  a  moment 
that  it  is  the  right  and  the  duty  of  every  Director  at  the 
Board  to  attempt  to  correct  all  illegal  proeeedings,and, 
in  case  of  failure,  to  disclose  them;  and  that  every  one 
of  them,  whtthir  elected  by  the  Stockholders  or  ap- 
poinied  by  the  Government,  who  had  knowledge  of  the 
facts  and  concealed  them,  would  be  justly  amenable  to 
the  severest  censure. 

But  in  the  case  of  the  public  Directors  it  was  their 
peculiar  and  official  duty  to  make  the  disclosures:  and 
the  call  upon  them  for  information  could  not  have  been 
disreg^M-ded  without  a  flagrant  breach  of  their  trust. 
The  Directors  appointed  by  the  United  States  cannot 
be  regarded  in  the  light  of  the  ordinary  Directors  of  a 
Bank  app(;inted  by  the  Stockholders,  and  charged  with 
the  care  of  their  pecuniary  interests  in  the  corporation, 
rhey  have  higher  and  more  important  duties.  They 
are  puljlic  officers.  They  are  placed  at  the  Board  not 
merely  to  represent  the  stock  held  by  the  United  States, 
but  to  observe  tiie  conduct  of  the  Corporation,  and  to 
watch  over  the  public  interests.  It  was  foreseen  that 
tills  great  monied  monopoly  might  be  so  managed  as 
to  t  ndanger  the  interests  of  the  country;  and  it  was 
therefore  deemed  necessary,  as  a  measure  of  precau- 
tion, to  place  at  the  Board  watchful  sentinels,  who 
siioidd  observe  its  conduct,  and  stand  ready  (o  report  to 
the  projier  officers  of  the  Government  every  act  of  the 
Board  which  might  affect  injuriously  the  interests  of 
the  People. 

The  whole  fiame  of  the  charter,  as  well  as  the  man- 
ner of  their  appointment,  proves  this  to  be  their  true 
character.  The  United  States  are  not  represented  at 
the  Board  by  these  Directors  merely  on  account  of  the 
stock  held  by  the  Government.  The  rlsht  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  to  appoint  Directors,  and  the  number  ap- 
pointed, do  not  depend  upon  the  amount  of  the  stock; 
for  if  every  share  should  be  sold, and  the  United  States 
cease  to  be  a  stockholder  altogether,  yet  under  the 
charter,  the  right  to  appoint  five  directors  would  still 
remain.  In  such  a  case  what  would  be  the  character 
of  the  directors?  They  would  represent  no  stock,  and 
be  chosen  by  no  stockholder-  Yet  tliey  would  have  a 
right  to  sit  at  the  board;  to  vote  on  all  questions  sub- 
mitted to  it;  and  to  he  m.ade  acquainted  with  all  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Corporation.  They  would  not,  in  such 
a  case,  be  ordinary  directors  chosen  by  the  stockhold- 
ers in  proportion  to  their  stock.  But  they  would  be 
public  officers  appointed  to  guard  the  public  interests; 
and  their  duties  must  conform  to  their  office.  They 
are  not  the  duties  of  an  ordinary  director  chosen  by  a 
stockholder;  but  they  are  the  peculiar  duties  of  a  pub- 
lic officer,  who  is  bound  on  all  occasions  to  protect,  to 
the  utmost  of  his  lawful  means,  the  public  interests; 
and, where  his  own  authority  is  not  sufficient  to  prevent 
injury,  to  inform  those  to  whom  the  law  has  confided 
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the  necessary  power.  Such,  tlien,  is  the  character, and  !  deposits,  ])re-supposes  that  the  directors  elected  by  the 
such  are  the  duties,  of  the  directors  appointed  by  the  '  stockholders  might  abuse  their  power;  and  It  cannot  be 
United  States,  whether  tlie  public  be  stockholders  or  '  presumed  that  C  mgress  intended  to  rely  on  these  same 
not.  Tliey  are  officers  of  the  United  States,  and  not  1  directors  to  give  information  of  their  own  misconduct. 
the  mere  representatives  of  a  stockholder.  |  The  Government  is   not  accustomed  to   rely  on  the  of- 

rhe  mode  of  their  appointment,  and  their  tenure  of  |  fending  party  to  disclose  his  DfCence.  It  was  intended 
office,  confirm  this  position-  Tliey  are  appointed,  like  that  the  power  to  issue  a  scire  facias,  and  remove  the 
other  officers  of  the  Government,  and  by  the  same  au-  deposits,  should  be  real  and  effective.  The  necessary 
thority.  Tliey  do  not  hold  their  offices  irrevocably  a  |  means  of  information  were  theretore  provided  in  the 
year  after  their  appointment;  on  the  contrary,  by  the     charter;  and    the   five  officei-s  of  the  Government   ap- 


express  terms  of  ihe  law,  they  are  liable  to  be  removed 
from  office  at  any  time  by  the  I'resident,  when  in  his 
judgment  tlie  public  interests  shall  require  it.  In  every 
respect,  ther  fore,  in  which  the  subject  can  be  consid- 
ered, it  is  evident  that  the  five  directors  appointed  by 
the  United  States  are  to  be  regarded  as  public  officers; 
who  are  placed  there  in  order  to  observe  the  conduct 
of  the  corporation,  and  to  prevent  abuses  which  might 
otherwise  be  committed. 

Such  being  the  cliaracter  of  the  Directors  appointed 
on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  it  is  obviously  their  du- 
ty to  resist,  and  in  c;ise  of  failure  to  report  to  the  Pre- 
sident,or  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  any  proceed- 
ings of  the  Board  by  which  tlie  public  interest  may  be 
injuriously  affected.  The  President  may  order  a  scire 
facias  ag-.inst  the  Bank,  for  a  violation  of  its  charter; 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  1  reasury  is  empowered  to  di- 
rect the  money  of  the  United  States  to  be  deposited 
elsewhere,  when,  in  his  judgment,  the  public  interest 
require  it  to  be  done.  The  Directors  of  this  Bank, 
like  all  others,  are  accustomed  to  sit  with  closed  doors, 
and  do  not  report  their  ijroceedings  to  any  Department 
of  the  Government.  The  monthly  return,  which  the 
charter  requires  to  be  made  to  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, gives  nothing  more  tlian  a  geneial  statement  of 
its  pecuniary  condition;  and  of  that  but  an  impeifect 
one.  For,  although  it  shows  the  amount  loaned  at  the 
Bank  and  its  different  branches,  it  does  not  show  the 
condition  of  debtors,nor  the  circumstances  under  which  ' 


pointed,  in  the  usual  manner,  responsible  to  the  pubhc 
and  not  to  the  stockholders,  were  placed  as  sentinels  at 
the  Board,  and  are  bound,  by  the  natuie  and  character 
of  their  office,  to  resist, and,  if  imsuccessfulito  report  to 
ths  proper  authority  every  infraction  of  the  character, 
and  every  abuse  of  power,  in  order  that  the  measures 
should  be  taken  to  punish  or  correct;  and,  in  like  man- 
nei',  it  is  their  duty  to  give,  when  called  upon,  an  ex- 
planation of  their  own  official  conduct  touching  the 
management  of  the  institution. 

It  was,  perhaps,  scarcely  necessary  to  present  to  the 
Senate  these  views  of  tiie  power  of  the  Executive,  and 
of  the|,''duties  oi'  the  five  Directors  appointed  by  the 
United  Slates.  But  the  Bank  is  believed  to  be  now 
striving  to  obtain  for  itself  die  government  of  the  coun- 
tr)';  and  is  seeking,  by  new  and  strained  constructions, 
to  wrest  from  the  hands  of  the  constituted  authorities 
the  salutary  control  reserved  by  the  charter.  And,  as 
misrepresentation  is  one  of  the  most  usual  weapons  of 
attack,  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  put  before  the  Se- 
nate, in  a  manner  not  to  be  misunderstood,  the  princi- 
ples on  which  1  have  acted. 

Entertaining,  as  I  do,  a  solemn  conviction  of  the 
truth  of  these  principles,  I  must  adhere  to  them,  and 
act  upon  them  with  constancy  and  firmness. 

Aware,  as  I  now  am,  of  the  dangerous  machinations 
of  tiie  Bank,  it  is  more  than  ever  my  duty  to  be  vigilant 
in  guarding  the  rights  (jf  the  Peo|)le  from  the  impend- 
langer.     And  I  should  feel  that   I  ought  to  forfeit 


It  does  not  show  whether  they    the  confidence  with  which  my  countrymen  have  honor- 
idations  erranted  in   the  rea-ular  I  edme,   if  I  did   not  require  regular  and  full  reports  of 


the  loans  were  made. 

were  in   truth  accommodations  granted  in   the  regular  I  edme,   if  I  did   not  require  regular  and  full  repc 

and  ordinary  course  of  bus;ness,upon  fair  banking  prin-  |  every  thing  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Bank,  calculated 

ciples,    or   from    other   motives.     Under  the   name   of 

loans,  advances  may  be  made  to  peisons  nitoriously  in- 


solvent, for  the  most  corrupt  and  improper  purposes; 
and  a  course  of  proceedings  may  be  adopted,  in  viola- 
tion of  its  charter,  while  upon  the  face  of  iis  monthly 
statement,  every  thing  would  appear  to  be  fair  and  cor- 
rect. 

How,   then,  is  the  Executive   branch  of  the  Govern- 


to  afi'ect  injuriously  the  public  interests,  from  tlie  pub- 
lic Diiectors.  And,  if  the  Directors  should  fail  to  give 
the  infiirmation  called  for,  it  woidd  be  my  imperious 
duty  to  exercise  the  power  conferred  on  me  by  the 
law,  of  removing  them  liom  office,  and  of  appointing 
others  who  would  discharge  their  duties  with  more  fi- 
delity to  the  public.  I  can  never  suffer  any  one  to  hold 
office  under  me  who  would  connive  at  corruption,  -- 


ment  to  become  acquainted  with  the  official  conduct  of  j  who  should  fail  to  give  the  alarm,  when  he  saw  the 
the  public  directors,  or  the  abuses  practised  by  the  '  enemies  of  Liberty  endeavoring  to  sap  the  foundations 
Corporation  for  its  private  ends,  and  in  violation  of  its  j  of  our  free  institutions,  and  to  subject  the  free  People 
duty  to  the  public?  The  power  of  displacing  the  pub-  '  of  the  United  States  to  the  dominion  of  a  great  monied 
lie   directors,  and  that  of  issuing  a  scire   facias,  and  of  ,  corporation. 


removing  the  deposits,  were  not  intended  to  be  idle  and 
nugatory  provisions,  without  the  means  of  enforcement. 
Yet  they  must  be  wholly  inoperative  and  us,  less, unless 
there  be  some  means  by  which  the  official  conduct  of 
the  public  directors,  and  the  abuses  of  power  on  the 
part  of  the  Corporation,  may  be  brought  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Executive  Department  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Will  it  be  said,  that  the  power  is  given  to  the  Se- 
cretary  of  the  Treasury  to  examine,  hmself,  or  by  his 
authorized  agent,  into  the  conduct  and  condition  of  the 
Bank?  The  answer  is  obvious.  It  could  not  liave  been 
expected  or  intended  that  he  would  make  an  examina- 
tion, unless  in'ormation  whs  first  given  to  him  which  ex- 
cited his  suspicions;  and  if  he  did  make  such  a  general 
examination,  without  previous  information  of  miscon- 
duct, it  is  most  probable,  that  in  the  complex  concerns 
and  accounts  of  a  bank,  it  would  result  in  nothing, 
whatever  abuses  might  have  been  practised. 

It  is,  indeed,  the  duty  of  eveiy  director  to  give  in- 
formation of  such  misconduct  on  the  part  of  the  board. 
But  the  power  to  issue  a  scire  facias,  and  to  remove  the 


Any  Dircctoi's  of  the  Bank,  therefore,  who  might  be 
ap])ointed  by  the  Government,  would  be  required  to 
report  to  the  Executive  as  fully  as  the  late  Directors 
have  done,  and  more  frequently,  because  the  danger  is 
more  eminent;  and  it  would  be  my  duty  to  require  of 
the  Corporation,  or  any  of  its  officers,  in  order  that  I 
might  be  enabled  to  decide  whether  I  should  exercise 
the  power  of  ordering  a  scire  facias,  which  is  reserved 
to  the  President  by  the  charter,  or  adopt  such  other 
lawful  measures  as  the  interests  of  the  country  might 
require.  It  is  too  obvious  to  be  doubted  that  the  mis- 
conduct of  the  Corporation  would  never  have  been 
brought  to  light  by  the  aid  of  .i  public  proceeding  at  the 
Board  of  Directors.  The  Board,  when  called  on  by 
the  Government  Directors,  refused  to  institute  an  in- 
quiry, or  require  an  account;  and  the  mode  adopted  by 
the  latter  w.ts  the  only  one  by  which  the  object  could 
be  attained.  It  would  be  absurd  to  admit  the  right  of 
the  Government  Directors  to  give  information,  and  at 
the  same  time  denj-  the  means  of  obtaining  it.  It  would 
be  but  another  mode  of  enabling  the  Bank  to  conceal 
its  proceedings,  and  pr.ictice  with  impunity  its  corrup. 
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tions.  In  the  mode  of  obtaining  the  infoi-malion, there- 
fore, and  in  their  efforts  to  put  an  end  to  the  abuses 
disclosed,  as  well  as  in  reporlingf  Ihem,  the  conductor 
the  late  Directors  uas  judicious  and  praise-wcrthy;  and 
the  honest)',  firmness,  and  intelligence  whicli  they  1  ave 
displayed,  entitle  thtm,  in  my  opinion,  to  the  gratitude 
of  the  country. 

But,  if  I  do  not  mistake  the  principles  on  which  the 
Senate  have  recently  rejected  them,  the  conduct  which 
I  deem  worthy  of  praise,  they  treat  as  a  breach  of  duty; 
and,  in  their  judgment,  the  measures  which  they  took 
to  obtain  the  information, and  theirefforts  to  put  an  end 
to  the  practices  disclosed,  and  the  reports  they  have 
made  to  the  Executive,  although  true  in  all  their  par  s, 
are  regarded  as  an  offence,  and  supposed  to  require 
some  decisive  mark  of  strong  disapprobation. 

If  the  views  of  the  Senate  be  such  as  I  have  suppos- 
ed, the  difficulty  of  sending  to  the  Senate  any  oiher 
n^mes  than  those  of  the  late  Directors,  will  be  at  once 
apparent.  I  connot  consent  to  place  before  the  Senate 
the  name  of  any  one  who  is  not  prepared,  with  firmness 
and  honesty,  to  discharge  the  du;ies  of  a  public  Direc- 
tor, in  the  manner  they  were  fulfilled  by  those  whom 
the  Senate  have  refused  to  confirm.  If,  for  performing 
a  duty  lawfully  required  ot  them  by  tlie  Executive, they 
are  to  be  punished  by  the  subsequent  rejection  of  the 
Senate,  it  would  not  only  be  useles«,but  cruel,  to  place 
men  of  character  and  honor  in  that  situation,  if  even 
such  men  could  be  found  to  accept  it.  If  they  failed  to 
give  the  required  information,  or  to  take  proper  mea- 
sures to  obtain  it, they  would  be  removed  by  tiie  Execu- 
tive. If  they  gave  the  information,  and  took  proper 
measures  to  obtain  it,  they  would,  upon  the  next  nomi- 
nation,be  rejected  by  the  Senate-  It  would  be  unjust, 
in  me,  to  place  any  other  citizens  in  tiie  predicament 
in  which  this  unlooked  for  decision  of  the  Senate  has 
placed  the  estimable  and  honorable  men  who  were  Di- 
rectois  during  the  last  year. 

If  I  am  not  in  error  in  relation  to  the  principles,  upon 
which  these  gentlemen  have  been  rejected,  the  neces- 
sary consequences  will  be  that  the  Bank  will  hereafter 
be  without  Government  Directors,  and  the  people  of 
tlie  United  States  must  be  deprived  of  their  chief  means 
of  protection  against  its  abuses:  for  whatever  confl  cting 
opinions  may  exist  as  to  the  righis  of  the  Directors,  ap- 
pointed in  January,  1833,  to  hold  over  until  new  ap- 
pointments shall  be  m;.<ie,  it  is  very  obvious  that,  whilst 
their  rejection  by  the  Senate  remains  in  force, they  can- 
not, with  propriety,  attenipt  to  exercise  such  a  power. 
In  the  present  state  of  things,  therefore,  the  corpora- 
tion will  be  enabled  effectually  to  accomplish  the  ob- 
ject it  has  been  so  long  endeavouring  to  obtain.  Its 
exchange  committees,  and  its  delegated  powers  to  its 
President,  may  hereafter  be  dispensed  with,  without  in- 
curring the  danger  of  exposing  its  proceedings  to  the 
public  view.  '1  he  sentinels  which  the  law  had  placed 
at  its  board  can  no  longer  appear  there. 

Justice  tomys';lf  and  to  the  faithful  officers  by  whom 
the  Public  has  been  so  well  and  so  honorably  served, 
without  com])ensation  or  reward,  dui'ing  the  last  year, 
has  required  of  me  this  full  and  frank  exposition  of  my 
motives  for  nominating  them  agaiuj  after  their  rejection 
by  the  Senute.  I  repeat  that  1  do  not  question  the  right 
of  the  Senate  to  confirm  or  reject  at  their  pleasure:  and 
if  there  had  been  any  reason  to  suppose  that  the  rejec- 
tion in  this  case  had  not  been  produced  by  the  causes  to 
which  I  have  attributed  it,  or  if  my  views  of  their  duties, 
and  the  present  importance  of  their  rigid  performance, 
were  other  than  they  are,  I  should  have  cheerfully  ac- 
quiesced, and  attempted  to  Rnd  others  who  would  ac- 
cept the  unenviable  trust.  But  I  cannot  consent  to  ap- 
point directors  of  the  Bank  to  be  the  subservient  in- 
struments, or  silent  spectators,  of  its  abuses  and  corrup- 
tions; nor  can  I  ask  honorable  men  to  undertake 'the 
thankless  duty,  with  the  certain  prospect  of  being  re- 
buked by  the  Senate  for  its  faithful  performance  in  pur- 
suance of  the  lawful  directions  of  the  Executive. 


I  repeat  that  I  do  not  claim  a  right  to  inquire  into,  or 
officially  to  censure,  the  acts  of  the  Senate.     But  the 

tuation  in  which  the  important  interests  of  the  Ameri- 
can people,vested  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,and 

ffected  b)'  its  arrangements,must  necessarily  be  left  by 
the  rijection  of  the  gentlemen  now  re-nominated,  has 
made  it  my  duty  to  give  this  explanation  to  the  Senate, 
and  submit  the  matter  to  their  re-cousideratiou.  If  it 
shall  be  determined  by  the  Senate  that  all  channels  of 
information  in  relation  to  the  corrupt  proceedings  of 
this  dangerous  corporation,  shall  be  cut  off,  and  the 
Government  and  country  left  exposed  to  its  unrestrain- 
ed machinations  against  the  purity  of  the  press,  and 
public  liberty,  I  shall  after  having  made  this  effort  to 
avert  so  great  an  evil,  rest,  for  the  justification  of  my 
official  course,  with  respectful  confidence,  on  the  judg- 
ment of  the  American  people. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  proper  I  should  in*brm  the  Senate 
that  there  is  now  no  Government  Director  appointed 
for  the  present  year:  Mr.  Bayard,  who  was  nominated 
and  confirmed  by  the  Senate,  having  refused  to  accept 
that  appointment. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

REPORT    OF    THE    COMMITTEE    OF  FINANCE 

ON  THE  ABOVE  MESSAGE. 

In  Senate,   Mat   1,    1834. 

Mr.  Tyler,  from  the  committee  on  Finance,  to  which 
was  referred  the  message  of  the  President  of  the  lltli 
of  March,  re-nomin.iting  Henry  D,  Gilpin,  Peter  Wager, 
John  T.  Sidlivan,  and  [lenry  McElderry,  as  Directors 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing report: 

The  committee  have  bestowed  upon  the  subject  the 
reflection  which  respect  for  the  Chief  Magistrate  would 
at  all  times  command.  The  President,  at  an  early  day 
of  the  session,  submitted  the  nomination  to  the  Senate, 
of  five  persons,  as  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  Unitf  d 
States.  To  one  of  these  nominations  the  Senate  as- 
sented; and  the  person  nominated  was  appointed.  In 
regard  to  the  four  others,  being  the  same  persons  now 
re-nominated  to  the  Senate,  no  definitive  decision  was 
made  until  the  2fth  day  of  February,  when  they  were 
each  separately  rejected  by  ayes  and  noes.  The  sub- 
jects, in  the  mean  time,  with  which  these  nominations 
were  in  some  degree  connected,  had  undergone  a  full 
and  elaborate  discussion  in  the  Senate,  The  decision, 
therefore,  was  well  calculated  to  satisfy  the  President 
that  the  Senate  entertained  objections  to  the  confirma- 
tion of  these  four  persons;  and  the  journals  of  which 
the  President  usually  sees  a  copy,  coidd  not  fail  to  show 
that  each  and  every  one  of  them  was  rejected  by  a  clear 
majority  of  the  whole  Senate. 

The  precise  character  of  the  objections  taken  by  each 
and  every  member  of  the  majority,  or  even  the  general 
character  of  such  objections,  it  would  be  presumptu- 
ous in  the  committee  to  attempt  to  ascertain.  They 
cannot  be  expected  to  go  into  private  conference  with 
members,  and  to  interrogate  either  those  of  the  majority 
or  minority,  upon  (his  or  any  other  question,  as  to  the 
reasons  of  their  votes.  It  must  be  obvious  that  from 
the  constitution  of  the  Senate;  from  the  manner  of  its 
proceedings;  from  the  absolute  right  of  every  member 
to  vote  for  or  against  particular  nominations  for  reasons 
of  his  own,  whether  others  concur  with  him  in  those 
reasons  or  not,  the  grounds  of  the  votes  of  individual 
members  can  never  be  set  forth,  nor  authentically 
known.  The  committee  cannot  undertake  any  inquiry 
into  such  grounds  of  individual  opinion;  nor  do  they 
know  any  form  in  which  the  Senate  itself,  if  it  were  so 
inclined,  could  compel  individuals  to  state  the  reasons 
of  their  votes.  The  committee,  therefore,  do  not  sup- 
pose it  proper  for  the  Senate,  by  any  proceeding  to  be 
adopted  on  its  part,  to  undertake  to  set  forth  the  rea- 
sons of  members  for  rejecting  these  persons.^  It  is 
enough  that  the  Senate,  in  the  exercise  of  an  unquea- 
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tlonal  constitutional  right,  has  refused  its  advice  and 
consent  to  the  nominations.  This  has  been  officially- 
certified  to  the  President,  and  the  cominittee  think 
tliereis  no  gr<mnd  for  further  inquiry. 

The  President  disclaims,  indeed,  in  terms,  all  rig'ht  to 
inquire  into  the  reasons  of  the  Senate  for  rejecting:  any 
nomination;  and  yet  the  mess.^ge  immediately  under- 
takes to  infer,  from  facts  and  circumstances,  what  those 
reasons,  which  influenced  the  Senate  in  this  case,  must 
have  been,  and  goes  on  to  argue,  much  at  large,  against 
the  validity  of  such  supposed  reasons.  The  committee 
are  of  opinion,  that  if,  as  the  President  admits,  he  can- 
not inquire  into  the  reasons  of  the  Senate  for  refusing 
its  assent  to  nominations,  it  is  still  more  clear  that  those 
reasons  cannot,  with  propriety,  be  assumed,  and  made 
subjects  of  comment. 

In  cases  in  which  nominations  are  rejected,  for  reasons 
aficcting  the  character  of  the  persons  nominated,  the 
committee  think  thtit  no  inference  is  to  be  drawn,  ex- 
cept what  the  vote  shows;  that  is  to  say,  that  the  Se- 
nate withhold  its  advice  and  consent  from  the  nomina- 
tions. And  the  Senate,  not  being  bound  to  give  reasons 
for  its  votes,  in  these  cases,  it  is  not  bound,  nor  Wduld 
it  be  proper  for  it,  as  the  committee  think,  to  give  any 
answer  to  remarks  founded  on  the  presumption  of  what 
such  reasons  must  have  been,  in  the  presei.t  case. — 
They  feel  themselves  therefore,  compelled,  to  forego 
any  response  whatever  to  the  message  of  the  President, 
in  this  particular,  as  well  by  the  reasons  before  assigned, 
as  out  of  respect  to  that  high  officer.  The  President 
acts  upon  his  own  views  of  public  policjs  in  making  no- 
minations to  the  Senate;  and  the  Senate  does  no  more 
when  it  confirms  or  rejects  such  nominations. 

For  either  of  these  co-ordinate  departments  to  enter 
into  the  consideration  of  the  motives  of  the  other  would 
not,  and  could  not  fail,  in  the  end,  to  break  all  harmo- 
nious intercourse  between  them.  This,  your  committee 
would  deplore  as  highly  injurious  to  the  best  interests 
of  the  country.  The  President,  doubtless,  asks  him- 
self, in  the  case  of  every  nomination  for  office,  whether 
the  person  be  fit  for  the  office;  whether  he  be  actuated 
by  correct  views  and  motives;  and  whether  he  be  likely 
to  be  influenced  by  those  considerations  which  should 
alone  govern  him  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties;  is  he 
honest,  capable,  and  faithful?  Being  satisfied  in  these 
particulars,  the  President  submits  his  n.ame  to  the  Se- 
nate, where  the  same  inquiries  arise,  and  its  decision 
should  be  presumed  to  be  dictated  by  the  same  high 
considerations  as  those  which  govern  tlie  President,  in 
originating  the  nomination.  For  these  reasons,  the 
committee  have  altogether  refrained  from  entering  into 
any  discussion  of  the  legal  duties  and  obligations  of  di- 
rectors of  the  Bank  appointed  by  the  President  and 
Senate,  which  form  the  main  topic  of  the  message. 

The  committee  would  not  feel  that  it  had  fully  ac- 
quitted itself  of  its  obligations,  if  it  did  not  avail  itself 
of  this  occasion  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the 
general  subject  of  re-nomination. 

The  committee  do  not  deny  that  a  right  of  renomina- 
tion  exists;  but  they  are  of  opinion,  that  in  very  clear 
and  strong  cases  only,  should  tlie  Senate  reverse  deci- 
sions which  it  has  deliberately  formed  and  officially 
communicated  to  the  President.  In  military  and  naval 
appointments  it  is  possible  that  quesiions,  not  of  per- 
sonal fitness  for  office,  but  of  the  right  of  individuals  to 
rank  and  grade,  m  ly  arise  between  tiie  President  and 
Senate;  and  that  nominations  may  be  rejected,  pend- 
ing such  questions,  which  might  properly  be  renewed 

under   other  laws,  or  a  new  state  of  circumstances 

And  in  regard,  too,  of  diplomatic  appointments,  the 
question  may,  perhaps,  sometimes  turn,  not  on  the  fit- 
ness of  the  person  nominated,  but  on  the  propriety  of 
any  appointment,  or  of  any  such  mission  as  is  propos- 
ed. 

If  new  information  should  be  given,  shedding  new 
light  satisfactory  to  the  Senate,  in  such  case  it  may  be 
a  proper  reason  for  agreeing  to  nominations  once  re- 


rejected;  nor  will  the  committee  say  that  there  may  not 
be  other  cases  in  which  a  person  once  rejected  may  be 
properly  again  presented  to  the  Senate.  But  the  com- 
mittee think  that  in  a  case  in  which  the  decision  of  the 
Senate  has  been  deliberately  m.ade  upon  the  sole  ques- 
tion of  the  fitness  of  the  persons  for  the  offices  to  which 
they  are  nominated,  and  its  assent  has  been  withheld, 
it  ought  not,  without  very  strong  and  clear  reasons,  to 
change  that  decision  upon  a  re-nomination. 

'1  he  committee  has  caused  the  journals  of  the  Senate 
to  be  examined  in  reference  to  the  practice  of  re-nomi- 
nation, and  they  find  that,  during  the  presidential  terms 
of  Cenend  Washington,  Mr.  John  Adams  and  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson no  instance  of  re-nomination  to  office  once  oc- 
cuiTcd;  and  yet  there  are  not  wanting  instances  of  the 
rejection  of  nominations  made  by  those  illustrious  citi- 
zens, the  motives  for  which  it  would  now  be  difficult  to 
ascertain.  To  illustrate  tliis,  it  is  only  necessary  to  se- 
lect the  case  of  Colonel  Fishburn,  a  gallant  soldier  of 
the  revolution  who  was  nominated  by  General  Wash- 
ington, as  the  collector  of  Savannah,  and  was  rejected 
by  the  Senate.  And,  although  the  President  was  ob- 
viously mortified  by  the  decision,  the  nomination  hav- 
ing been  made  in  a  great  measure  upon  his  personal 
knowlege  of  the  individual,  he  contented  himself,  after 
the  rejection,  with  addressing  a  letter  to  the  Senate, 
containing  his  reasons  for  the  nomination  of  Colonel 
Fishburn,  and  accompanied  that  message  with  the  name 
of  another  individual. 

During-  the  administration  of  Mr-  Madison  two  in- 
stances occur  of  renominations  of  the  same  persons  to 
the  same  offices  to  which  they  had  originally  been  no- 
minated. Abraham  Quackenbush  was  nominated  as  an 
ensign  and  rejected — renominated  and  confirmed. — 
And  George  Brown  was  nominated  a  Collector  for  the 
first  Collection  District  of  Maryland;  and  after  a  re- 
jection was  re-nominated  and  confirmed.  What  reasons 
influenced  the  President  to  pursue  this  course  in  the 
two  instances  referred  to,  or  the  Senate  to  concur  in  it, 
the  committee  have  no  means  of  ascertaining.  During 
the  administration  of  Mr-  Monroe,  the  instances  of  re- 
nomination  became  more  frequent;  but  several  of  them 
were  nominations  to  military  appointments,  and,  in  a 
majority  of  the  cases,  no  direct  vote  rejecting  the  no- 
minations had  passed  the  Senate.  The  cases  of  re-no- 
mination by  Mr.  Monroe,  after  a  rejection,  were  James 
Gadsden,  as  Adjutant  General,  and  Nathan  Towson  as 
Colonel;  Charles  Vandeventer,  as  Navy  Agent,  and 
Duff  Green,  as  receiver;  all  of  which  were  rejected  on 
their  re-nomination. 

The  two  first  nominations  were  purely  milit.ary;  and 
involved  an  interesting  and  difficult  question  of  grade, 
and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President,  called  for  the  most 
minute  and  elaborate  investigation.  What  motives  im- 
pelled to  the  re-nomination  of  the  two  last,  the  com- 
mittee cannot  undertake  to  say.  During  the  four  years 
of  Mr.  John  Q.  Adams'  administration,  no  instance  of 
re-nomination  appears  to  have  accurred;  unless  the  nomi- 
nation of  Amos  Binney,  whose  nomination  previously 
made  by  Mr.  Monroe,  had  been  postponed,  and  that  of 
Peter  Sailly,  whose  nomination  by  Mr.  Monroe,  had 
been  laid  upon  the  tabic  at  the  last  day  of  the  Session, 
and  who  at  the  commencement  of  tlie  succeeding  Exe- 
cutive session,  was  again  presented  to  the  Senate,  are 
to  be  considered  as  renominations.  Since  the  3d  of 
.March,  1829,  four  instances  of  re-nominations,  after  re- 
jection by  the  Senate,  have  occurred.  In  two  of  these 
instances,  the  persons  re-nominated  were  again  reject- 
ed; in  the  third  the  nomination  were  agreed  to;  and  the 
fourth  is  the  case  now  before  us. 

The  committee  perceive,  with  regret,  an  Intimation 
in  the  message  that  the  President  may  not  see  fit  to 
send  to  the  Senate  the  names  of  any  other  persons  to 
be  Directors  of  the  Hank  except  those  whose  nomina- 
tions have  been  already  rejected.  While  the  Senate 
will  e-xercise  its  own  right,  according  to  its  views  of  its 
duty,  it  will  leave  to  other  officers  of  the  Government 
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to  decide  for  themselves  on  the  manner  they  will  per- 
form their  duties.  The  committee  know  no  reason 
why  these  offices  should  not  be  filled,  or  why,  in  this 
case,  no  further  nomination  should  be  mude,  after  the 
Senate  has  exercised  its  unquestionable  right  of  object- 
ing particular  persons  who  have  been  nominated,  any 
more  than  in  other  cases.  The  Senate  will  be  ready, 
at  all  times,  to  receive  and  consider  any  such  nomina- 
tions as  the  Presidejit  m.ay  present  to  it.  It  claims  no 
authority  to  control  him  in  iiis  nominations,  but  it  cannot 
surrender  the  exercise  of  its  own  right  of  deciding  for 
itself  on  the  propriety  of  advising  and  consenting  to 
appointments  to  office.  It  cannot  deprive  itself  of  its 
own  powers;  cannot  surrender  its  own  constitutional 
character;  it  cannot  through  apprehension  of  any  con- 
sequences whatever,  forbear  from  exercising  its  higl 
duty  of  giving  or  refusing  its  advice  or  consent  to  nom 
inations  of  the  President,  in  all  cases,  according  to  its 
conscientious  sense  of  its  own  obligations  to  tiie  consti- 
tution and  to  the  country.  If  these  offices  of  bank  di- 
rectors remain  unfilled,  the  fault  will  not  be  the  fault  of 
the  Senate.  1  he  case  is  like  other  cases  of  rejection. 
In  other  cases,  other  persons  have  been  nominated  in 
place  of  those  rejected  by  the  Sen.ate  and  confirmed; 
and,  if  a  different  course  shall  be  adopted  on  this  occa- 
sion, it  is  a  course  for  which  the  Seriate  cannot  be  re- 
sponsible. 

Their  power  of  withholding  their  assent  from  the 
President's  nominations  is  not  altogether  vain  and  nuga- 
tory, it  was  given  them  by  the  constitution  to  be  exer- 
cised in  proper  cases,  and  in  their  own  discretion. 
When  exercised  by  tliem,  the  rights  of  no  other  Branch 
of  Government  are  infringed  or  impaired,  the  Senate 
has  only  done  its  own  duty,  and,  having  done  this  hon- 
estly   and    conscientiously,    it  cannot  fear   any    conse- 


do  not 

advise  and   consent  to  the  appointment  of  the  persons 
thus  re  nominated. 


REPORT   TO    COUNCILS. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  Committee,  ap- 
pointed to  convey  to  Congress,  the  Memorial  of  the 
Select  and  Common  Councils  of  the  City  of  Philadel 
phia: — 

The  Committee  appointed  by  the  Select  and  Com- 
mon Councils  of  the  city  of  Piiiladelphia,  on  the  27th 
of  March  last,  to  proceed  to  Washington,  with  the  me- 
morial of  tliose  bodies,  containing  a  statement  of  the 
losses  sustained  by  the  corporation,  in  consequence  of 
the  removal  of  tlie  public  deposits  from  the  Ujiited 
States  Bank,  and  soliciting  a  rc.ewal  of  tiie  Charter  of 
that  institution,  with  a  restoration  of  its  former  relations 
to  the  government,  respectfully  offer  the  following  Ue- 
port— 

They  commenced  their  journey  to  Washington  on 
the  5th  inst.  and  had  proceeded  as  far  as  the  City  of 
Baltimore,  before  they  learned  the  proceedings  in  the 
House  of  Uepresent;itives  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
day  previous,  sustaining  the  President  in  his  measures 
against  the  Hank.  After  consulting  together,  they  de- 
termined, notwithstanding  thisdiscouraging  intelligence, 
to  fulfil  the  directions  of  Councils,  hoping  they  might 
be  able  to  produce  some  favorable  impressions  by  the 
documents  with  which  they  were  furnished,  and  by  the 
information  which  they  conceived  themselves  able  to 
communicate.  And  at  all  events,  they  believed  it  prop- 
er that  the  solemn  appeal  of  the  constituted  authorities 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  should  be  lieard  in  the 
Councils  of  the  nation,  on  a  subject  of  such  vital  impor- 
tance to  her  interest. 

Accordingly,  as  early  as  practicable  after  their  arrival 
in  Washington,  they  made  .arrangements  for  the  pre- 
sentation of  your  memorial  in  both  Houses  of  Congress. 

The  copy  for  the  House  of  Representatives  was  plac- 
ed in  the  hands  of  the  Hon.  Horace  Binney,  one  of  the 


repre.sent.atives  from  this  city,  on  the  mornlngof  the /th 
inst.  and  was  presented  by  him  on  the  same  day.  At 
the  time  of  performing  this  duty,  he  succinctly  stated 
the  manner  in  which  these  councils  are  constituted,  the 
nature  of  their  functions,  and  the  many  and  important 
trusts  committed  to  their  care.  All  of  which  he  illus- 
trated and  explained,  in  connection  with  the  topics  em- 
braced in  the  memorial,  in  his  own  happy  and  impres- 
sive manner. 

Notwithstanding,  a  great  number  of  memorials  of  the. 
same  general  tenor  had  already  been  presented  and 
read,  and  the  attention  of  the  members  had  ceased  to 
be  engaged  with  the  subject,  your  committee  h.id  the 
proud  satisfaction  of  witnessing  the  interest  and  respect- 
ful attention  which  was  manifested  when  he  rose  to 
speak.  So  different  indeed  from  any  thing  they  had 
previously  observed  in  the  same  house,  as  to  satisfy  them 
that  however  the  interests  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
may  be  disregarded  by  the  general  government,  on 
that  floor,  at  least,  she  is  neither  unheard  or  unhon- 
oured: 

The  duplicate  for  the  Senate,  was  committed  to  the 
care  of  the  Hon.  Samitel  M'Kean;  who  accepted  of  the 
charge  in  the  kindest  manner,  and  the  committee  have 
great  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  zeal  and 
promptitude  with  which  he  embraced  the  first  opportu- 
nity to  lay  it  before  that  august  body. 

Shortly  after  their  arrival  in  Washington,  the  com- 
mittee addressed  a  note  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  couched  in  the  most  respectful  terms,  requesting 
that  he  would  have  the  goodness  to  appoint  a  time  when 
it  would  be  agreeable  to  him,  to  receive  ihem  for  the 
purpose  of  expressing  to  him  the  views  of  councils 
in  relation  to  the  official  objects  of  their  visit  to  Wash- 
ington. 

On  the  same  evening,  they  received  from  him,  with 
feelings  of  surprise,   the  pointed  insulting  denial — 

"Washington,  April  7th,  1834. 
"  Gentlemen — In  reply  to  your  note  of  this  evening, 
expressing  a  wish  to  present  to  me  the  views  of  the  Se- 
lect and  Common  Councils  of  Philadelphia,  ill  relation 
to  the  propriety  of  re-chartering  the  Bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  restoring  to  it  the  deposites  of  public  mo- 
ney, I  have  to  observe,  that  it  will  give  me  pleasure  to 
see  you  as  individuals  but  not  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
I  cussing  these  subjects;  at  any  time  to-morrow,  between 
the  hoin-s  10  and  12  o'clock. 

"Whatever  yon  may  please  to  communicate,  as  a 
committee,  if  made  in  writing  will  be  cheerfully  receiv.- 
ed  and  considered  For  reasons,  which  have  been  made 
public,  1  hold  no  communication  with  committees,  on 
such  subjects,  that  are  not  made  in  writing. 
I  am  very  respectfullj^ 

Your  ob't  servant, 

ANDRKW  JACKSON." 
Addressed   to— "Messrs.    R.    M.    Hdston,   Gkorgk   S. 
ScnoTT  and  others.    Committee   on  behalf  of  the 
Select  and  Common  Councils  of  Philadelphia." 
Tliis  extraordin.ary   communication,   which  is  still  in 
the   hands  of  the  Committee,    they  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve is  not  in  the  hand  writing  of  the  President.     Ne- 
vertheless, as  it  came  as  a  response  to  a  note  regularly 
addressed  to  him,  and  delivered  at  the  Presidental  man- 
sion, .and  had  his  name  attached,  they  regarded  it  as  au- 
thorized by  him,  and  accordingly  returned  the  following 
reply,  viz: 
"To  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Sir — We  respectfully  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  note,  in  reply  to  our  communication  of  this  eve- 
ning, and  duly  appreciate  your  invitation  to  see  us  "as 
individuals."  Under  any  other  circumstances,  we 
should  have  given  respectful  attention  to  this  invitation. 
But  not  having  come  to  this  city  "as  individuals,"  but 
as  a  Committee  from  the  Select  and  Common  Councils  of 
the  City  nf  Philadelphia,  if  we  are  not  permitted  to  ap- 
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pear  in  that  character,  and  '7o  discuss"  those  matters  of  I  will  suffer  no  resolution  ta  be  offered,  no  measure  to 
deep  interest  to  our  constituents,  which  caused  us  to  be    be  proposed,  even  for  consir/eration,  which  is  calculated 


sent  here,  wc  feel  constrained  by  a  sense  of  what  is  due 
to  them,  not  to  appear  in  any  other." 

Signed  by  all  the  Committee. 
Washington,  April  7th,  1834. 

Thus  terminated  this  brief  correspondence.  But  short 
as  it  is,  it  presents  this  remarkable  spectacle  of  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  denying  audience  to  a  de- 
putation from  the  municipal  authorities  of  a  great  city, 
and  peremptorily  refusing  so  much  as  to  listen  to  the 
complaints  of  his  fellow  citizens,  unless  conveyed  to 
him  in  the  formal  and  distrustful  mode  employed  by 
cautious  diplomatists,  when  negociating  between  belli- 
gerent nations.  The  present  liaughty  and  imperious 
chief  magistrate,  has  been  the  first  to  set  such  an  ex- 
ample; and  for  the  credit  of  our  country  and  its  free 
institutions,  it  is  to  be  hoped  he  will  enjov  the  glory  of 
this  reform,  without  even  an  humble  imitation. 

Eastern  despots  may  envy  him  this  roy;d  method  of 
treating  his  republican  subjects,  but  history  will  not  rob 
him  of  the  honour  of  its  discovery. 

The  determination  to  which  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives have  come,  immediately  before  the  arrival  of  the 
Committee  in  Washington,  narrowed  materially  the 
ground  upon  which  they  had  hoped  to  act.  They  re- 
solved, however,  in  their  intercourse  with  members  of 
Congress,  from  different  parts  of  the  Union,  to  make 
them  acquainted  with  the  vast  injury  to  the  ciiy  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, resulting  from  the  wrong  headed  measures  of 
the  Executive;  and  to  explain  to  them,  as  clearly  and 
candidly  as  they  were  able,  the  actual  condition  of  our 
citizens,  their  sufferings,  and  their  opinions  as  to  the 
cause  and  the  remedy. 

This  they  were  enabled  to  do  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent, through  the  kindness  of  several  members  of  Con- 
gress, who  introduced  them  to  a  very  -large  number  of 
their  colleagues.  From  this  source,  they  derived  much 
valuable  information;  a  part  of  which,  as  it  has  an  im- 
portant connection  with  the  subject  of  this  report,  it  is 
deemed  proper  to  mention. 

In  the  Senate,  the  utmost  freedom  of  debate  is  per- 
mitted within  the  bounds  of  decorum,  and  no  member 
has  ground  to  complain  of  an  abridgment  of  his  lights- 
nor  do  any  such  complaints  exist.  Every  opportunity 
is  allowed  for  the  discussion  of  important  subjects,  and 
no  measure  of  importance  can  be  adopted,  until  every 
member  has  discharged  what  he  conceives  to  be  his 
duty  to  himself,  his  constituents  and  his  country.  T/ie 
gng-law,  which  is  so  often  and  so  successfully  practiced 
in  the  other  house,  has  no  existence  there. 

The  committee  regret  to  say,  that  from  what  they 
saw,  and  from  what  they  heard  from  the  best  sources, 
the  same  observations  cannot  be  applied  to  the  organi- 
zation of  that  House,  which  was  intended  to  represent 
the  people,  as  contradistinguished  from  their  represen- 
tation by  States,  by  bringing  together  the  sectional 
feelings,  the  local  interests,  and  the  particular  views  of 
all  parts  of  our  common  country,  for  consideration  and 
adjustment. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  large  districts  and 
extensive  sections  of  the  country,  are,  in  effect,  denied 
a  voice  in  the  management  of  public  affaiis,  because 
their  representatives  are  not  of  the  number  who  support 
General  Jackson,  "  in  all  his  measures." 

Although  it  be  true  that  the  majority  must  rule,  it  is 
not  less  true  that  the  minority  should  always  be  heard, 
before  matters  of  great  public  concernment,  in  which 
they  and  their  constituents  are  equally  interested  with 
those  of  the  majority,  are  resolved  upon. 

The  minority  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States,  at  the  present  time,  are  not  only  respec- 
table in  number,  but  distinguished  for  the  talents,  tried 
patriotism,  and  great  experience  of  many  of  those  who 
compose  its  ranks.     But  all  these  high  qualifications 


to  Ruard  the  public  money  from  peculation  and 

to  bind  up  the  wounds  and  relieve  the  distresses  of  an 

agonized  community. 

From  all  they  have  learned  the  committee  are  compel" 
led  to  adopt  the  following  conclusions: — 

1st.  That  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  concur  in  the  opinion  that  the  removal 
of  the  public  deposits  from  the  United  States  Bank, 
was  unnecessary  and  improper;  and  thiit  if  that  ques- 
tion had  been  fairly  propounded,  instead  of  the  slight  of 
hand  resolutions  of  a  majority  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  it  would  have  been  so  decided. 

2d.  That  from  the  manner  in  which  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives is  at  present  constituted,  having  a  tho- 
roughgoing partizan  as  its  presiding  officer,  who  is  no- 
toriously a  candidate  for  executive  favor,  and  who  from 
among  the  number  who  usually  rise  to  speak  upon  im- 
portant subjects,  can  always  assign  the  floor  to  the  one 
most  agreeable  to  himself;  aided,  too,  by  a  system  of 
rules  admirably  calculated  to  fetter  debate,  and  pre- 
clude the  possibility  of  introducing  any  measure  for 
consideration, that  has  not  been  previously  elaborated  by 
the  dominant  part}'.  From  a  body  thus  ruled,  and 
where  a  large  number  of  those  who  compose  the  majo- 
rity consider  themselves  to  have  been  elected,  to  sup- 
port and  carry  out  the  views  of  the  executive,  rather 
than  to  exercise  their  own  imcontrolled  judgment,  it  is 
manifest  that  no  measure  of  relief  is  to  be  expected 
unless  it  proceed  in  the  first  instance  from  the  Execu- 
tive himself. 

3d.  'I'hat  it  appears  to  be  the  unshaken  determination 
of  President  Jackson,  to  persevere  in  "  his  experiment," 
regardless  alike  of  the  sufferings,  the  petitions,  and  the 
remonstrances  of  the  people. 

4th.  That  all  the  leading  measures  of  the  present  ad- 
ministration, are  sh:iped  for  the  accomplishment  of  the 
one  grand  object,  of  enabling  Gen.  Jackson  to  appoint 
his  successor  to  the  executive  chair.  To  this  end  are  all 
the  energies  of  the  government,  and  all  the  exertions  of 
its  dependents  directed. 

If  t'.iis  shall  be  accomplished,  President  Jackson  will 
have  so  far  outshone  all  his  predecessors  as  to  have  ex- 
ercised thelast  act  of  royalty.' — and  the  people,  the  once 
free  people,  of  these  United  States,  will  have  suffered 
the  ignominy  of  being  tranferred  like  serfs. 

Melancholy  as  this  report  may  sound  to  those  who 
have  not  attentively  watched  thfe  gathering  clouds  in 
our  political  horizon,  your  committee  feel  assured  that 
they  have  seen  and  heard  enough  of  the  progress  of  af- 
fairs at  the  seat  of  the  general  govei'nment,  to  justify  it 
to  the  full;  and  they  should  deem  themselves  fidse  to 
their  fellow  citizens,  if  they  did  not  declare  what  they 
believe  to  be  true,  and  of  vital  importance  not  only  to 
the  interests  of  Philadelphia,  but  to  the  liberties  of  this 
country.  In  closing  this  report;  the  committee  take 
great  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  respectful  atten- 
tions which  they  received  from  many  members  of  Con- 
gress, from  different  parts  of  the  Union,  and  oT  adverse 
politics.  To  Messrs.  clay,  McKean,  and  Southard,  of 
the  Senate;  and  Messrs  Binney,  Harper,  and  Wat- 
mough,  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  they  are  par- 
ticularly indebted  for  advice,  great  kindness  and  per- 
sonal attention. 

R.  M.  HUSTON, 
GEO-  S.  SCHOTT, 
JOSEPH  B.  SMITH, 
JOHN  P.  WEfHERlLL, 
JOSHUA  LIPPINCOTT. 
April  19,  1834.       


LiTiGE  Product — Our  friend  Isaac  Edward.s,  of  Penn 
township,  in  the  western  section  of  Chester  county,  in- 
forms us  that  he  disposed  of  211  lbs  of  butter  from  four 
cows,  in  the  space  of  11  weeks,  in  the  early  part  of  last 
avail' nothing  when  opposed  by  a  majority  determined   season,  besides  furnishing  the  ordinary  supplies  of  a  fa- 


to  support  the  Executive — "  right  or  wrong,"  and  who   mily  of  from  four  to  seven  persons — Fillage  Record. 
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From  the  U.  States  Gazette. 

LAW  INTELLIGENCE.  ! 

The  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  this  county,  was 
occupied,  during'  the  whole  of  the  last  week,  by  a  trial 
of  great  importance  to  the  mercantile  community.— 
Thomas  Coyle,  an  Individual  well  known  to  our  citi- 
zens, as  having;  kept  a  dry  good  store  in  Second,  near 
Market  street,  in  the  spring  of  i8j2,  gave  up  his  city 
store  and  established  a  country  store  in  Lebanon,  Pa. 
with  a  stock  valued  at  about  fifteen  thousand  dollars, 
where  he  continued  in  business  until  January,  1833, 
when  he  exposed  his  stock  to  sale  by  public  auction, 
and  at  that,  and  a  succession  of  other  pubUc  sales,  he 
got  rid  of  it  entirely.  In  A'.igust,  1833,  he  made  an  as- 
signment to  Messrs.  Fulmer  &  Baldwin,  of  this  city,  for 
the  benefit  of  his  creditors;  and  all  the  property  which 
came  to  the  hands  of  those  assignees  was  about  ^3,700. 
As  it  appeared  that  he  had  incurred  debts  in  the  pur- 
chase of  his  slock,  to  the  amount  of  :^15,000,  or  there- 
abouts, it  was  manifest  that  he  was  deficient  upwards  of 
$11,000:  At  the  December  Term,  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  of  this  county,  he  applied  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  insolvent  laws;  and,  being  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Fulmer  &  Baldwin,  and  otliers,  his  creditors,  he  was 
so  little  successful  in  accounting  for  this  deficiency, that 
his  honor  Judge  King,  refused  him  the  benefit  of  the 
insolvent  laws,  and  bound  him  over  to  take  his  trial  at 
their  ensuing  term,  on  the  charge  of  fraudulently  con- 
cealing his  property.  The  jary,  after  a  patient  atten- 
tion of  five  days,  to  the  various  and  intricate  evidence 
in  the  cause,  on  Saturday,  brought  in  a  verdict  of 
guilty. 

This  will  prove,  it  is  trusted,  a  salutary  check  to  the 
prevailing  notion  of  the  clemency  of  our  Courts  towards 
fraudulent  insolvents.  And  the  public  are  deeply  in- 
debted to  Messrs.  Fulmer  &.  Baldwin,  for  the  jierse- 
verence  and  sagacity  which  they  have  exhibited  in  pur- 
suing this  fraud  through  all  its  doublings. 

Counsel  for  the  prosecution,  VVm.  VV.  Haly  and  F. 
W.  Hubbell,  Esqrs. 

For  the  defeiice,  Jos.  S.  Brewster  and  Marshal  Spro- 
gell,  Esqrs. 

GIRARD  BANK. 

Philadelphia,  April  30,  1834. 
Gentlemen — Your  communication  of  the  29th  ultimo, 
accompanying  the    Books,  opened  under  a  Resolution 
adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the  Stockholders  of  this  Bank, 
held  on  the  17th  ultimo,  was  duly  received. 

So  large  a  proportion  of  the  stockholders  represent- 
ing much  more  than  one-half  of  the  Stock,  having  ex- 
pressed a  wish  that  the  Contract  made  with  the  United 
States  for  the  transaction  of  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the 
Government  here,  by  this  Bank,  should  be  annulled, 
the  Board  of  Directors  have,  in  consequence  proceed- 
ed to  carry  that  wish  into  effect. 

An  arrangement  has  accordingly  been  made  with  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,that  this  Bank  is  to  continue 
said  agency  under  the  contract,  till  the  first  day  of  Ju- 
ly next,  upon  which  day  the  contract  is  to  cease  and 
determine. 

I  am  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant. 
(Signed)  JAMES  SCHOlT, 

President. 
To  Messrs.   John  S.  Riddle,  John  A.  Brown,  Geo.   F. 
Randolph,    Edward  Smith,    William  Newell,  Com- 
mittee. 

EniE,  March  22,  1834. 
Ocii  Hariiou. — The  channel  through  tlie  entrance 
and  to  the  landing  place  of  th:;  harbor  at  this  place,has 
recently  been  examined  by  one  of  tlie  officers  of  the 
Revenue  Cutter,  who  reports  a  sufficient  depth  of  wa- 
ter for  any  vessseU  on  the  lake.     The  shoalest  place  in 


the  channel  from  the  mouth  of  the  harbor  to  Col. 
Reed's  piers,  w:is  eigiit  feet  deep;  and  the  water  in  the 
bay  was  at  the  time  six  inches  lower  than  on  the  pre- 
vious day,  and  lower  than  it  has  been  known  for  several 
years.  There  is  no  excuse  now  for  the  steamboats 
stopping,  as  heretofore,  at  the  public  piers;  and  we 
hope  tiieir  masters  will  not  attempt  to  manufacture 
any.-— Observer. 

Launch. — The  French  Creek  Pioneer  was  launched 
on  Thursday  last  from  the  stocks.Dam  No.  9-  This  is, 
we  believe,  the  first  real  canal  boat  which  has  graced 
the  waters  of  the  French  creek  division,  and  is  there-, 
fore,  most  appropriately  termed  the  French  Creek  Pio- 
neer. On  Saturday  last,  a  general  invitation  being  gi- 
ven by  the  enterprising  owners,  Messrs.  Brown  &  Bai- 
ley, the  Pioneer  was  thronged  by  numerous  citizens, 
and  the  boat  passed  up  the  lines,  with  drums  beating, 
colours  flying,  and  gay  misses,  (sweet  creatures),  smi- 
ling, as  far  as  tlie  mouth  of  Sugar  creek,  five  or  six 
miles  above  our  borough,  and  all  returned  in  cheerful- 
ness and  hilarity — ^Venango  Democrat,  April  16, 

DIVIDENDS  FOR  THE  LAST  SIX  MONTHS. 


Kensington  Bank, 

5  pel 

cent. 

Girard, 

3 

" 

South  wark. 

5 

«' 

Commercial, 

4 

" 

Farmers'  and  Mechanics', 

4 

«« 

Schuylkill,     . 

3J 

" 

Mechanics', 

4J 

«• 

Manufacturers'  and  Mechanics, 

3 

<« 

Penn  Township, 

5 

" 

Moyamensing, 

2h 

" 

Farmers'  Bank  of  Bucks  County,    4 

" 

Manayunkand  Flat  Rock  Turn- 

pike, 

3 

•« 

Willow  Grove  Turnpike, 

3 

«« 

Germantown   and    Perkiomen 

Turnpike, 

2 

«< 

Bank  N.  L  berties,                      1 

50  per 

share 

Frankford  and  Bristol  Turnp.  2 

00 

" 

Mauch  Chunk,  April  26,  1834. 
Snow. — We  were  visited  this  morning  with  a  brisk 
snow  storm,  which  in  a  few  moments  whitened  our 
mountain  tops, and  gave  thtm  the  appearance  of  dreary 
winter.  When  the  season,  the  weather,  and  vegeta- 
tion have  so  far  advanced  as  at  the  present  time,on  the 
twei)ty-sixth  day  of  April,  a  snow  storm  is  not  a  very 
common  occurrence  here — mark  that. — Courier 

Tolls.— There  have  been  received  at  Franklin,since 
the  first  of  April,  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  of  tolls 
upon  the  French  creek  division  of  the  Pennsylvania  ca- 
nal, making  an  average  of  ten  dollars  per  day.  This, 
although  at  first  view  may  appear  small,  yet  when  it  is 
recollected  that  our  canal  only  extends  about  twenty 
miles,  and  terminates  almost  in  the  wilderness,  these 
tolls  will  be  thought  worth  a  passing  notice;  and  when 
our  works  shall  be  carried  to  their  contemplated  termi- 
nation at  Lake  Erie,  we  venture  to  assert  that  no  sec- 
tion of  the  canal  will  be  a  source  of  greater  profit  to  the 
state. —  Venango  Democrat. 

Uniox  Canal. — The  following  statement  shows  the 
weekly  receipts  of  tolls,  from  the  opening  of  the  Union 
Canal  this  season,  to  the  6th  April. 

March  10th  to  17th  $1,025  44 

17lh  to  24th  2,829  12 

24th  to  31st  3,112  70 

31st  to  April  6th      3,379  45 

glO.346  71 
The  receipts  during  the  three  weeks  in  March,  were 
§6,967  26. 
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From  the  Republican  and  Chester  county  Democrat. 
GEN.  ISAAC  D.  BAIINAUD. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Bar  of  Chester  county,  held  at 
the  Court  House  in  West  Cht  ster  on  the  18th  of  Februa- 
ry last,  to  consider  the  proper  manner  of  paying'  a  tri- 
bute of  respect  to  the  memory  of  the  late  General  Isaac 
D.  Barnard — in  addition  to  the  resolut  ons  heretofore 
pubUshed,  it  was  on  motion  of  Jos.  Hemphill,  Esq.  se- 
conded by  J.  J.  Lewis,  Esq. 

Resolved,Thal  Wm.  H.  DilIngham,Esq.  be  requested 
to  prepare  a  biographical  memoir,  illustrative  of  the 
merits  and  public  services  of  the  deceased. 

ZIliA  PYLE,  Ch'm. 
Attest — John  Hickman,  jr-  Sect'y. 
In  pursuance  of  the  foregoing  resolution  and  request 
of  the  Bar,  the  following  sketch  was  prepared. 

The  grave  closes  over  a  friend  and  hides  him  from 
our  view.  Shall  the  memory  of  his  virtues  die  with 
him,  and  the  good  he  has  done  be  "  interred  with  his 
bones?" 

It  is  peculiarly  proper  that  we  should  ask  ourselves 
this  question,  who  have  suffered  so  long  a  time  to  elapse 
without  any  biographical  notice  of  our  distinguished 
townsman,  the  late  Gen.  Isaac  IJ.  Barnard. 

Having  known  him  long  and  well,  enjoyed  his  friend- 
sliip  and  felt  its  sunny  ijifluence,  the  writer  would  do 
away  this  reproach.  The  character  of  Gen.  B.  as  a 
soldier  and  a  legislator,  is  wortiiy  of  the  muse  of  histo- 
ry. It  belongs  to  the  country,  and  his  biography  should 
be  a  work  of  no  hurried  moment,  snatched  from  busi- 
ness and  worldly  cares.  The  present  effort  must  ne- 
cessarily be  limited  and  imperfect.  With.ut  aiming  at 
the  graphic  detail  of  a  complete  memoir,  it  is  hoped 
that  this  essay  will  not  prove  a  meie  eulogium. 

Gen.  Barnard,  was  born  at  Chester,  our  ancient  Up- 
land, on  the  22d  of  March,  1791.  His  father  held  at 
differt  ni  times  the  offices  of  Sheriff  and  Prothonotary 
of  Delawaie  county. 

The  writer  is  indebted  to  an  early  and  intimate  f  iend 
and  fellow  student  of  the  law  of  the  subject  of  this  no- 
tice, for  the  following  brief  sketch  of  his  early  life. 

"  My  earliest  recollection  of  him  finds  him  in  his  fa- 
ther's office,  where  the  entire  duties  of  the  Prothonota- 
ry devolved  on  him.  At  this  time  he  was  about  15  years 
of  age. 

••  When  my  father  was  appointed  to  the  same  office, 
he  continued  with  him  as  a  clerk,  nearly  all  the  time  he 
was  Prothonotary — to  wit— from  February,  1806,  till 
March,  1809.  During  this  period  he  was  remarkable 
for  his  active  and  constant  attention  to  business.  He  was 
civil  and  obliging  to  all  who  had  business  to  do  in  the 
office,  and  it  seemed  then  as  you  have  doubtless  remark- 
ed since,  that  he  won  the  good  opinion  and  friendship 
of  almost  every  one  with  whom  he  had  intercourse, 
without  an  eftbrt.  He  was  a  general  favorite  in  the 
county  at  that  early  day.  My  father  had  a  father's  af- 
fection for  him.  He  used  to  hold  him  up  to  me  as  an 
example  to  be  followed.  His  education  was  limited,  hut 
he  was  a  great  reader,  particidarly  of  biography  and  his- 
tory, and  what  he  read,  he  remembered." 

It  is  due  to  his  memory,  no  less  than  that  of  the  late 
1  homas  D.  Dick,  Esquire,  to  state,  that  during  the  pe- 
iod  relen  ed  to,  the  papers  of  this  office,  including  those 
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of  the  Register,  Recorder,  Clerk  of  the  Orphans'  CoHrt, 
Clerk  of  the  Oyer  and  'I'erminer,  and  Clerk  of  the  Quar- 
ter Sessions,  were  arranged,  and  the  records  kipl  in  a 
stylf,  which  for  order,  accuracy,  neatness  and  beauty, 
the  writer  has  never  seen  equalled  in  any  other  office. 
He  cannot  forbear  the  reflection,  that  it  must  have  been 
in  this  school  and  under  the  auspices  of  such  a  patron, 
that  General  B.  laid  the  foundation  of  his  future  use- 
fulness. 

In  the  political  revolution  which  brought  Gov.  Snyder 
into  office,  we  find  our  \oung  friend  transferred  to  the 
office  of  Frederick  Wolbert,  Esq.  then  recently  ap- 
pointed Prothonotary  of  Philadelphia.  Here,  as  in 
Delaware  county,  his  conduct  was  a  pattern  for  all 
young  men.  His  diligence,  regularity  ainl  faithful  at- 
tention to  the  duties  of  the  office,  was  a  subject  ol  gen- 
eri  1  remuk  His  modest,  unassuming  n;aimers  won 
him  friends  on  all  sides,  and  he  made  himself  useful  to 

But  his  stirring  sotil  was  not  to  be  confined  to  the 
duties  of  a  Prothonolary's  office.  He  doubtless  felt 
that  he  was  destined  for  a  more  active  sphere;  and  in 
the  early  part  of  th.-  vear  1812,  he  commenced  reading 
law  with  ti  e  late  William  Graham,  Esq.  of  Chester. 
Here  again  he  was  surrounded  by  influences  well  calcu- 
lated to  elevate  his  views,  and  establish  his  character. 
All  who  knew  the  excellence  and  sterling  worth  of  his 
preceptor,  will  understand  how  to  appreciate  this  re- 
mark. 

Events  were  then  in  train  which  brought  about  the 
war  with  Great  Britain. 

The  star  of  his  destiny  led  him  to  think  of  the  ariny 
for  a  profession  — it  was  the  instinctive  prompting  of  a 
fearless,  patriotic  and  energetic  spirit,  and  he  followed 
its  lead.  His  native  mod  sty  did  not  allow  him  at  that 
age,  to  ask  for  more  than  a  Lieutenancy.  But  his  friend 
the  Hon.  Wm.  Anderson,  then  a  member  of  Congress 
from  that  district,  had  marked  those  excellent  traits  of 
character  which  manife.sted  themselves  so  early,  and 
with  a  sagacity  which  foresaw  their  future  develop- 
ment, asked  ami  procured  fi>r  him  the  commission  of  a 
Captain  of  Infantry.  'I'nis  commission  bears  date  March 
14th,  1812,  and  he  was  soon  afterwards  arranged  to  the 
14th  Regiment,  under  the  command  of  Cid.  Winder. 
His  first  duties  as  a  soldier  were  in  the  recruiting  ser- 
j  vice  in  Chester  county;  his  rendezvous  was  at  West 
Chester,  when  war  was  declared  on  the  18th  of  June,  in 
,  the  same  year,  and  afterwards  transferred  to  Baltimore.^ 
But  the  writer  has  anticipated  himself  in  a  sketch  of 
I  the  military  services  of  his  friend.  The  following  arli- 
I  cle  appeared  in  tl-.e  American  Republican,  published 
!  at  Downingtown,  in  1818.  With  the  exception  of  some 
I  slight  inadvertencies,  to  be  noticed  hereafter,  he  does 
I  not  see  how  in  so  few  words  to  place  this  part  of  the 
subject  in  a  stronger  light. 
"  Mr.  Mowry: 

A  certain  young  man  of  my  acquaintance  received  a 
captain's  con"  mission  in  the  late  war,  before  he  attained 
the  age  of  twenty-one.  His  head  was  not  turned  by 
the  sight  of  his  epaulette;  he  was  the  same  unassuming, 
regular,  iierscvering  man,  as  he  had  always  been  be- 
fore. On  the  recruiting  service  he  was  successful, 
without  resorting  to  improper  artifice.  The  citizen  who 
disliked  his  politics  or  his  proiesaion,  could  find  nothing 
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to  censure  in  his  conduct.  In  the  army  he  was  a  g-ood 
disciplinarian — was  always  at  his  post — ihouKht  more 
of  doinjjhis  duty  than  of  cuitinp:  a  dash,  and  soon  be- 
came I'ne  of  the  most  efficient  officers  in  his  Uegiment. 
Ahhough  tl>e  youngest  man  of  his  rank,  in  the  same 
corps,  he  was  the  first  promoted  to  a  Majority.  In  this 
dehcate  and  trying  situation,  he  lost  none  of  his  charac- 
ter. He  was  neither  puffed  up  by  his  elevation,  nor 
humbled  by  any  ignorance  of  his  duties.  Wliile  others 
were  taking  their  ease  or  seeking  promotion  by  a  cam- 
paign at  Washington,  he  never  missed  a  campaign  in  [ 
the  field.  He  was  at  the  taking  of  Fort  George,  and  in 
the  subsequent  expedition  to  Forty-mile  Creek  by  ex- 
posure and  hardship  in  discliarglng  the  duties  of  invalid 
brother  officers,  took  sick  and  suffered  much  during  a 
long  confinement  at  New  Ark  at  that  time  continually 
expust  d  to  skirmishing  parties  of  Indians.  In  the  fol- 
lowing campaign  he  descended  the  St.  Lawrence  with 
Wilkinson,  but  owing  to  the  extreme  hardship  of  the 
service  on  the  stormy  lake,  and  at  Grenadier  Island,  in 
a  wintry  season,  was  again  attacked  by  disease.  His 
I.ieut.  Col.  (nix)  died  on  the  passage  down;  and  he  had 
himself  just  life  enough  to  hear  the  roaring  of  the  artil- 
lery as  he  lay  stretc  hed  upon  his  back,  in  a  boat,  during 
the  ba'tle  of  Chrystler's  farm.  In  the  confusion  of  land- 
ing at  French  Mills,  he  suffered  from  want  of  proper 
attention,  and  was  finally  quartered  at  a  hut  quite  in  ad- 
vance of  our  post,  in  an  Indian  country,  exposed  to  the 
maraudering  parties  of  the  enemy.  Upon  the  opening 
of  the  third  campaign,  in  the  recotitre  with  the  enemy 
previous  to  the  affair  of  La  Cole  mill,  his  horse  was  shot 
under  him-  In  that  affair  he  was  stationed  with  his  com- 
mand, which  consisted  of  the  fragments  of  several  regi- 
ments consolidated,  to  cover  the  Artillery;  fought  side 
by  side  with  the  gallant  McPherson,  Larrabee  and 
Sheldon,  resisted  two  charges  of  the  enemy,  and  brought 
a  piece  off  after  every  man  belonging  to  it  had  been 
shot  down.  During  this  last  brilliant  campaign  he  was 
with  the  army  under  Gen.  Izard,  at  Plattsburg,  where 
in  consequence  of  the  death  and  captivity  of  superior 
officers,  he  continued  in  the  command  of  tliis  consolida- 
ted corps,  and  received  the  marked  approbation  of  his 
commander-in-chief  tor  its  fine  appearance  and  excellent 
discipline.  He  arrived  upon  thr  Niagara  frontier  how- 
ever in  time  for  the  affair  of  Lyon's  Creek,  in  which  he 
particularly  distinguished  himself  by  liis  good  conduct 
before  the  enemy.  In  tlie  general  orders  subsequent 
to  ihat  affair  it  was  said  "  Major  B ,  led  his  regi- 
ment to  the  charge  in  the  most  gallant  and  soldier  like 
style."  It  is  a  matter  of  historical  fact  that  the  Marquis 
of  Tweedale  was  routed  on  that  occasion  by  an  inferior 
force. 

Why  he  received  no  brevet,  has  been  attributed  to  a 
rule  of  the  War  Department  not  to  confer  that  honor  on 
any  who  had  not  distinguished  themselves  in  a  general 
engagement.  His  merit  fairly  entitled  him  to  at  least 
the  compliment  of  a  Lieut.  Colonelcy,  as  at  the  close  of 
the  war  his  c  immission  was  one  of  the  oldest,  while  he 
was  still  one  of  the  youngest  men  of  his  rank  in  the 
army — and  it  is  well  known  that  no  man  stood  higher  in 
the  Adjutant  General's  office  at  Washington  as  a  di'ill 
officer.  Upon  the  reduction  of  the  army  but  one  Major 
(Gardner)  who  had  not  been  breveted,  was  retained 
with  his  rank  in  the  line,  and  my  friend  did  not  choose 
under  such  circumstances,  to  continue  in  the  service,  in 
an  inferior  station,  in  these  "piping  times  of  peace." — 
He  has  since  settled  in  this  country  as  a  professional 
m!in.  Is  it  not  right  that  the  good  people  here  should 
know  these  facts?" 

By  one  of  his  letters  written  at  the  time,  and  now  be- 
f.jre  the  writer,  lie  is  enabled  to  correct  an  inaccuracy 
in  the  statement  of  a  fact  connected  with  the  skirmisli 
previous  to  the  affair  at  La  Cole,  which  was  adopted 
from  the  newspaper  report.  This  letter  s.iys  in  reply  to 
an  inquiry,  "  my  horse  was  shot,  but  not  under  me — I 
had  dismounted  to  get  over  a  fence,    and  snow  bank 


which  we  had  to  pass,  when  they  plugged  him  through 
the  head." 

Anoiher  slight  discrepancy  makes  it  proper  to  intro- 
duce here  the  precise  words  of  Gen.  Bissel,  in  his  re- 
port of  the  fight  at  Lyon's  Creek  and  also  those  of  Gen. 
Izard  in  the  general  orders.  General  Bissel  uses  this 
language. 

"  M.ijor  Barnard  with  the  14th  was  ordered  to  form 
in  front,  advance  to  support  the  light  troops  and  charge 
the  Artillery." 

The  well  directed  fire  of  the  'elite  corps,'  of  riflemen, 
and  '  gnllant  charge  of  the  14th  soon  compelled  the  ene- 
my to  give  ground  ' 

"  All  did  their  duty;  but  the  handsome  manner  iit  which 
"  Mnjor  Barnard  brought  his  Regiment  into  action,  de- 
serves particular  notice. 

The  British  force  in  this  engagement,  commanded  by 
the  M.arquis  of  Tweedale,  Col.  of  the  100th  Regiment, 
consisted  of  more  than  1200  men,  that  of  the  Americans 
was  about  900. 

The  authority  for  this  is  the  general  orders,  from 
which  are  also  extracted  the  following  passages. 

"  The  Light  Infitntry  under  Captain  Dorman,  and 
Irvines'  Riflemen,  sustained  the  whole  fire  of  the  ene- 
my for  fifteen  minutes,  during  which  time  the  5th  and 
14th  were  formed — the  5th  was  ordered  to  turn  the 
enemies  right  flank,  while  the  lilh  charged  them  in  front- 
This  was  executed  in  the  most  gallant  manner  by  Col. 
I'inkney  of  the  5th  and  Muj.  Barnard  of  the  14th  who 
greatly  distinguished  himself  by  the  officer  like  style  in 
which  he  conducted  his  buttali«n.  The  enemy  were  com- 
pelled to  a  precipitate  retreat,  and  hid  themselves  once 
more  behind  their  fortifications." 

One  letter  selected  from  a  correspondence  with  the 
writer  which  was  kept  up  during  the  war,  contains  his 
own  modest  account  of  this  affair,  and  submitted  entire, 
will  give  a  sort  of  reality  to  the  facts  stated, 

Camp  Erie,  (U.  C)  Oct.  24,  1814. 
My  Dear  Sir, 

You  no  doubt  will  before  this  reaches  you  have  heard 
of  our  having  once  more  crossed  into  his  Majesty's  do- 
minions of  llpper  Canada.  We  passed  down  to  within 
view  of  the  enemies  works  behind  Chippeway  creek. 
On  the  ISth  at  day-light,  part  of  Gen-  Bissell's  brigade 
proceeded  over  the  worst  road  I  almost  ever  saw,  10  or 
12  miles  to  Lyon's  creek — drove  the  enemy's  piquet 
and  took  possession  of  the  bridge  over  the  creek  that 
night.  Next  morning  about  8  o'clock  the  enemy  with 
a  select  and  superior  force  attacked  us.  We  crossed 
the  creek  to  the  opposite  side  and  drove  them,  after  a 
s'arp  fight  of  an  hour.  They  suffered  considerably; 
we  buried  a  number  of  their  dead  left  on  the  field,  and 
took  a  few  prisoners.  The  14th  under  ray  command 
had  its  full  share  of  this  fight.  I  was  ortlered  to  charge 
the  enemy  in  front — they  were  driven  at  all  points. 
You  will  shortly  see  the  official  account  of  the  affair — 
long  before  I  shall,  as  it  must  go  to  Washington  and  re- 
turn before  I  can  see  it,  I  wish  when  you  get  it,  that  you 
would  send  it  to  me.  I  am  anxious  to  know  what  is 
Slid  of  my  Battalion,  which  I  think  deserves  some  credit, 
as  both  officers  and  men  behaved  with  great  gallantry. 
1  speak  in  this  manner  to  you,  who  know  me  so  well 
that  1  am  sure  you  will  not  suspect  me  of  egotism.  We 
shall  go  into  winter  quarters  shortly.  Where,  I  do  not 
yet  know,  whether  in  Canada,  or  on  our  side. 
Ever  your  friend, 

I.  D.  BARNARD. 
To 

An  interesting  correspondence  took  place  between 
the  officers  of  the  fourteenth  Regiment  and  General 
Bissell,  upon  the  occasion  of  his  leaving  that  division  of 
the  army,  which  was  many  years  ago  confided  to  the 
writer,  by  his  friend?  with  an  injunction  now  regarded 
as  sacred,  to  see  that  justice  should  be  done  to  his  bro- 
ther officers. 
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Camp  near  Bcffaio,  Dec.  17,  1814. 
Briiradier  General  B.  Bissell,  U.  S.  Army.— 

Sir— The  undersigned  the  officers  of  the  14th  Reffi- 
ment,  U.  S.  Infantry,  iiaviiig  just  learnt  that  }'0U  will 
receive  a  command  iii  the  Soiilhwtst,  and  that  they  will 
probably  never  again  have  the  honor  of  serving  with 
you,  request  permission  on  your  leaving  them,  to  ex- 
press the  lively  sensations  of  gratitude  they  are  impress- 
ed  with  for  the  interest  and  solicitude  you  have  at  all 
times  discovered  for  the  welfare  of  the  Regiment,  and 
for  the  uniform  zeal  you  have  consta-itly  evinced  to 
benefit  them,  as  well  as  promote  the  service  of  your 
country,  by  enforcing  a  just  and  salutary  disciphne, 
without  which  a  Military  body  is  a  mere  mob,  but  un- 
der the  restraints  of  which  every  Ueginient  and  Corps 
becomes  not  only  respectable  but  efficient  in  the  field. 
For  the  beneficial  lessons  you  have  given  them,  in  your 
example  of  patience,  obedience,and  a  prompt  discharge 
of  every  Military  duty;  for  the  instruction  they  have 
gained,  while  under  your  command,  from  your  skill  and 
long  professional  experience,  tiiey  beg  Ic.ive  to  tender 
you  their  unfeigned  and  fervent  thanks. 

That  you  may  perfectly  recover  your  health  and  con- 
tinue long  to  serve  your  countrj'  with  honor,  and  that 
your  country  may  duly  appreciate  and  reward  your 
long  and  meritorious  services,  is  the  sincere  wish  of 

I.  D.  Barnard,  Major  14,  U.  S-  Infantry. 

R.  Gilder,  Captain,  do. 

Jos.  Marechall,  Captain,  do. 

Richard  Arell,  Captain,  do. 

I.  Beckett,  1st  Lieut.  do. 

Edw'd  Wilson,  1st  Lieut .       do. 

Wm.  G.  Mills,  1st  Lieut-        do. 

Abraham  Clark,  Lieut-  &  Qr.  Master,  14  U-    S.  In- 
fantry. 

Wm.  Thompson  Lieut.  do.    ■ 

Wm.  G- Shade,  &  Adjutant,  14,  U.  S.  Infantry. 
John  Bierly,  Lieut,  do. 

Utica,  State  of  NewYcyrh,') 
January  6th,lyl5.      5 

Sip — I  this  day  received  your  letter  of  the  18th  ulti- 
mo, enclosing  the  address  of  the  officersof  the  14th  In- 
fantry, most  flatteringly  approving  my  services  during 
the  time  that  distinguis/ied  Corps  was  attached  to  my 
Brigade,  and  their  acknowledgements  for  the  interest  1 
took  in  preparing  them  for  the  duties  of  their  profes- 
sion; for  which  1  feel  truly  grateful. 

To  merit  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  my  compa- 
nions in  arms,  is  amongst  the  greatest  of  my  desires.  If 
1  have  done  my  duty  towards  that  Regimr-nt.l  have  been 
most  liberally  rewarded  bv  their  uniform  exemplary 
conduct;  Subordinate  and  patient  in  all  situations,  and 
rigorously  attending  to  their  discipline  and  duty,-  and 
particularly  for  their  conduct  in  the  field,  where  the  ene- 
my have  been  taught  to  dread  their  skill,  valour  and  intre- 
pidity, and  their  country  to  apprecinte  t'leir  worth. 

I  oeg,  sir,  you  will  have  tlie  goodness  to  express  to 
Ihose  officers,  the  high  sense  I  entertain  of  the  honor 
done  to  me  b)'  their  address;  with  assurances,  that  it 
will  be  long  remembered,  and  that  they  accept  my 
earnest  wishes  for  the  continuance  of  the  merited  ap- 
plause, and  that  high  and  honorable  place  they  so  justly 
hold  in  the  line  of  their  profession,  which  I  most  fer- 
vently hope  may  only  end  with  a  long  life  of  glory  and 
happiness  to  them,  collectively  and  individually. 

And  believe  me  with  the  highest  esteem  and  consid- 
eration, sir, 

Yotir  most  obt.  servt. 

D.  BISSELL,  Brig-  General. 

Major  I.  D.  BAiixAnn, 

Commanding  14th  U.  S.  Infantry. 

At  the  close  of  the  War,  Maj .  B.  resumed  his  studies 
in  the  office  of  Mr,  Graham  at  Chester,  and  pjoseculed 


them  with  such  assiduity,  that  he  was  admitted  to  prac- 
tice in  January,  1817. 

He  established  himself  at  West  Chester,  Chester 
county,  and  soon  acquired  the  confidence  of  the  com- 
munity. 

Upon  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Ellmaker  as  Attorney 
General, he  sent  him  the  Deputation  for  this  county, and 
this  was  the  nioie  flattering  as  it  was  understood  to  have 
been  resolved  on  before  the  recommendations  reached 
Harrisburg. 

In  the  year  1820,  he  was  married  to  Harriet,  the 
eldest  daughter  of  the  Hon-  Isaac  Darlington,  President 
Judge  of  our  Judicial  District,  a  lady  eminently  calcu- 
tated  to  confer  happiness  upon  such  a  connection,  and 
all  whose  interests,  wishes,  and  pleasures  were  concen- 
tiated  in  his,  during  the  britf  sjiace  she  was  spared  to 
him.  She  died,  under  circumstances,  which  caused  as 
it  were  to  her  husband  a  double  loss,  on  the  14lh  day 
of  February,  1823,  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-one,  and 
left  him  childless. 

He  never  afterwards  married 

He  retained  his  fondne-ss  for  military  life, and  look  a 
deep  interest  in  the  formation  of  the  Volunteer  Compa- 
ny of  Republican  Artillerists,  of  which  he  was  for  many 
years  Captain,  as  also  in  the  organization  of  a  Volunteer 
Battallion  in  which  he  held  the  command  as  Colonel. 
In  the  year  1821,  he  was  chosen  Major  General  in 
the  militia  of  this  State,  and  commissioned  by  Gov. 
Heitter.  Upon  the  expirntion  of  this  commission,  lie 
was  re-elected  and  commissioned  by  Gov.  Shulze,  and 
retained  the  command  of  this  Division  until  his  death. 
He  was  also  appointed  by  (Governor  Shulze  as  one  of 
his  aids  with  the  commission  of  Lieutenant  Colonel. 

For  unwearied  diligence  faithful,  persevering  devo- 
tion to  the  intensts  of  his  clients,  and  a  modest  unas- 
suming carriage  in  the  discharge  of  all  his  professional 
duties,  he  has  seldom  been  surpassed,  and  has  not  left 
his  equal  behind  him.  He  combined  with  these  traits 
a  decision  of  cliar:<cter  and  an  energy  which  never  faul- 
tered  in  the  way  of  duty  because  of  difficulties,  but 
strove  always  to  surmount  them. 

In  consultation  he  was  more  anxious  to  discover  the 
truth  than  to  maintain  his  own  opinion.  In  the  trial  of 
a  cause — the  came  was  always  a.  hgher  object  with  him 
than  self — addressing  the  Jury,  he  never  indidged  in  a 
sarcasm,  and  never  noticed  one — while  there  was  any 
thing  for  him  to  do,  he  gave  his  whole  soul  to  it;  and  he 
possessed  a  skill,  and  tact,  and  sagacity,  and  quickness, 
and  fertility  of  resources,  which  commanded  success. 
With  such  traits,  added  to  his  distinguished  reputation 
as  a  youthful  soldier,  and  a  thorough  knowledge  of  hu- 
nian  nature,  he  almost  immediately  acquired  a  towir- 
ing  popularity-  By  this  means  he  was  elected  to  the 
Senate  of  our  state  legislature  from  the  district  com- 
posed of  the  two  counties  of  Chester  and  Delaware,  in 
the  year  1820,  when  a  large  majority  of  the  voters  of 
the  district  were  opposed  to  him  in  politics. 

Of  his  political  course  it  does  not  become  the  writer, 
and  this  is  not  the  place  to  speak-  He  may  be  permit- 
ted, to  state,  however,  what  he  believes  to  be  the  fact, 
that  to  (ien. Barnard's  instrumentality, more  th.nto  that 
of  any  one  individual.  Gen.  Jackson  was  indebted  for 
the  vote  of  Pennsylvania,  in  his  first  canvass  for  the 
Presidency.  It  is  known  to  all  who  had  his  cojitidence, 
that  he  held  the  opinion,  that  at  oi\e  time  it  would  have 
been  as  easy  to  have  carried  this  State  for  Crawford  »s 
for  Jackson  He  threw  his  influence  in  the  scale  of  the 
latter,  and  th.at  .at  the  time, with  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers of  our  Legislature,  was  preponderating 

The  result  is  well  known  It  was  almost  immediate- 
ly seconded  by  a  nomination  in  Chester  County — this 
was  boon  followed  by  the  other  coimtiesin  the  state.and 
then  by  a  wilhdr;aval  of  the  preiunsions  of  Mr-  Calhoun, 
in  favour  of  this  nomination. 

The  success  which  attended  his  early  movements  in 
this  respect,  was  brilliant  and  dazzling.  He  was  mainly 
instrumental  in  the  «on\in»tiun  and  election  of  governor 
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Shulze,  and  was  soon  afterwards  appointed  PresiHent 
Judge  of  the  District  Court  of  Lancaster  and  Dauphin, 
which  office  he  dechned  accepting-.  He  succeeded  the 
Hon.  Molton  C.  Rogers  as  Secretary  of  tiie  Common- 
wealth, when  tliat  gentlemen  was  appointed  Judge  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  and  in  the  year  1827,  was  elected 
to  the  Senate  of  the  United  Statrs. 

Thus  far  his  course  was  onward  and  upward,  and 
even  in  that  distinguished  body  he  still  maintained  a 
high  reputation. 

In  the  convention  which  met  at  Harrisburg  for  the 
nomination  of  Ciovernor  in  1829,  he  had  a  large  plurali- 
ty on  the  first  ballots,  was  within  five  votes  of  receiv- 
ing the  nomination,  and  only  defeated,  by  a  combina- 
tion of  the  friends  of  other  candidates. 

His  star  was  no  longer  in  the  ascendant— his  high 
hopes  waned— he  lost  his  health — retired  from  the  Se- 
nate— and  lias  found  an  early  grave. 

To  thousands  he  had  proved  himself  a  friend  in  need, 
and  a  friend  Indeed — to  his  aged  and  pious  mother,  a 
dutiful  son — to  orphan  relatives.a  father — and  his  bene- 
factions do  not  cease  with  his  life. 

He  died  at  his  resUlence  in  West  Chester,  on  the 
nineteenth  day  of  Febru:u'y  last,  and  his  body  was  laid 
by  the  side  of  the  remains  of  his  departed  wife,  in  the 
burial  ground  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  the  religious 
denomination  to  which  his  ancestors  belonged. 

"No  trophy,  sword,  nor  Iiatchment  o'er  his  bones. 
"  Nor  noble  rite,  nor  formal  ostentation." 
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From  the  National  Gazette. 
ROBINSON'S  SPEECH— NATIONAL  BANK. 
Speech  of  Mr.  Robinson  of  Allegheny  cnunty,  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  Pennsylvania — in  sup 
port  of  his  resolutions  in  favour  of  a  National  Bank. 
The  resolutions  which  have  been  read  are  offered 
with  the  view  of  ascertaining,  whether,  in  the  opinion 
of  this  House,  any  action  on  the  subject  of  the  curren- 
tly is  deemed  proper  at  the  present  session;  certainly 
with  no  view,  as  their  tenor  sufficiently  indicates,  of 
creating  excitement  or  irritation.  It  is  no  time  or  oc- 
casion this,  tQ  trifle  with  the  condition  of  the  countr}^ 
or  in  a  factious  spirit  to  introduce  measures  which  in 
their  discussion  would  be  likely  to  rouse  those  partisan 
and  angry  feelings  which  are  more  or  less  incident  to 
the  Imperf^  ction  of  our  nature.  No  individual  whatev- 
er was  consulted  before  they  were  drawn  up  in  the 
shape  in  which  they  now  stand.  They  were  submitted 
as  propositions  to  be  modified  and  altered  in  such  man- 
ner as  to  meet  the  sense  of  the  House,  in  the  hope  of 
their  adoption,  or  some  substitute,  or  to  end  all  further 
efforts  on  the  subject  during  the  remainder  of  the  ses- 
sion. I  propose  no  inquiry  into  the  expediency,  the 
justice,  or  the  legality  of  the  removal  of  the  deposits, 
biut  in  the  spirit  of  the  Philadelphia  memorial  for  a  10 
million  Bank,  will  confine  myself  to  tlie  remedy  for  a 
state  of  things  about  \yhich  there  can  now  be  no  doubt, 
the  fact  of  existing  and  increasing  difficulties  in  the  ge- 
l\eral  business  of  the  country. 

I  do  not  tl^erefore  deein  it  necessary  to  inquire  into 
the  causes  of  the  prevailing  difficulties  in  the  business 
of  the  country,  or,  whether  they  are  to  be  attributed 
to  the  administration  of  the  Government,  or  the  admin- 
istration of  the  Bank.  To  this  slate,  to  the  country  at 
large,and  tothe  people  in  their  variousand  multifarious 
pursuits  and  avocations.the  results  are  ihe  same,  proceed 
they  from  the  one  or  the  uther.  Who  has  been  in  the  wrong, 
who  has  brought  the  evils  which  are  complained  of  on 
the  country,  will  be  settled  as  it  sliould  be  ^t  the  elec- 
tion^. But  the  remedy  now  rests  with  the  legislature  of 
t^e  State  or  of  tlie  Union,  and  one  or  the  other,  must 
interfere  and  provide  some  alleviation  for  the  evils 
Vfl>iph  t\ow  exist  and  are  threatening  further  and  more 
^xienXiye  desolation.     Let  its  then,  before  we  separate. 


express  our  honest  opinions  and  convictions  on  a  sub- 
ject which  we  all  unite  in  regarding  as  one  of  deep  im- 
portance, and  in  which  the  welfare  and  interest  of  our 
constituents  are  largely  involved. 

We  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  there  isless  ground 
for  some  action  on  the  condition  of  the  people  of  this 
State,  than  in  the  State  of  New  York,  as  expressed  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Governor  and  Legislature  of  that 
State.  We  have  witnessed  within  a  few  days  the  mea- 
sures which  have  been  thus  proposed,  and  is  it  not  our 
duty  to  attempt  something,  to  urge  or  indicate,  some 
cooi'se  of  action  for  our  Representatives  in  Congress, 
where  alone,  in  my  poor  judgment,  the  true  and  only 
remedy  is  to  be  obtained?  The  proposition  of  the  Phila- 
delphia memorialists,  for  the  establishment  of  a  great 
State  Bank,  having  been  referred  to  its  appropriate 
committee,  and  their  report  on  your  journals  having 
been  concurred  in  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  House,  it 
is  reasonable  to  infer  that  the  sense  of  this  body  is  in  fa- 
vor of  the  action  of  Congress.  To  that  source  then, 
must  we  indeed  look  for  relief;  for,  turn  which  way  we 
will,  no  other  quarter  it  seems,  presents  one  ray  of 
hope,  or  safety  amid  the  ocean  of  difficulties,  with 
which  w  e  are  surrounded.  By  the  recent  action  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  Congress,  the  question  of 
the  restoration  of  the  deposits  has  been  decided;  and 
on  the  resolution  in  the  same  body,  against  re  charter- 
ing the  Bank  of  the  U.  States,  the  vote  stood  135  to  88, 
majority  fifty-two — a  final  disposition  therefore  has  been 
made  of  these  two  all-engrossing  questions.  From  the 
tenor  of  the  debates  on  other  questions,the  majority  of 
this  House,  I  am  well  aware,  have  been  disinclined  to 
any  recommendation,  to  our  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress, for  a  restoration  of  the  deposits,  or  a  re-charter 
of  the  National  Bank,  under  any  modifications  or  re- 
stiictions  whatever.  Nor,  was  it  my  intention  lo  urge 
either  the  one  or  the  other,  on  this  occasion,  as  the  re- 
solutions on  your  table  plainly  indicate.  But  the  one 
now  submitted  has  not  been  under  consideration. 

I  have  witnessed  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  place 
which  I  represent,  from  an  inconsiderable  frontier  vil 
lage  to  a  city,  containing  an  industrious,  patriotic  and 
enlightened  popultion  of  more  than  25,000  souls.  I 
have  witnessed,  with  the  deepest  interest,  itsgrouth 
in  commerce  and  manufactures  from  their  earliest 
beginnings,  when  the  product  of  their  industry  was 
exchanged  for  the  skins  and  peltries  of  the  red  man.  I 
have  known  it  in  all  times  of  its  prosperity  and  adversi- 
ty; and  have  rejoiced  with  my  friends  and  neighbours  ir\ 
the  one,  and  participated  largely  with  them  in  the 
other.  Shall  I  then  stand  here  in  this  place  of  honor  and 
of  trust,  the  tarne  spectator  of  their  approaching  ruin, 
and  raise  no  voice  to  avert  the  storm — can  I  see  her  the 
victim  of  a  deranged,  a  doubtful  and  diminishing  cur-, 
rency;  her  commerce  prostrated, her  manufactories  de- 
solate, and  the  fire  of  her  1000  workshops  quenched  to 
biirn  no  more — shall  I  sit  mutely  here  whilst  the  groans 
of  her  ingenious  artizans  and  mechanics,  and  her  indus- 
trious laborers  resound  throughout  her  streets,  and 
whose  prayers  for  relief,  in  this  their  time  of  need,have 
long  since  reached  this  hall?  You,  Mr.  S.  and  this 
house,  will  pardon  me,  I  know,  whilst  I  thus  speak  of 
the  situation  of  my  friends,  my  neighbours,  and  my 
home.  The  city  of  Pittsburg,  commanding  as  she  does, 
an  inland  navigation  of  28,000  miles,  holds  a  consipipuT 
ous  and  interesting  station  in  thisgreat  commonwe^hh. 
She  is  the  key  to  the  fertile  and  extensive  pbins  and 
valleys  of  the  mighty  Mississippi — Sheisyoiir  western 
emporium,  the  approaches  to  which  by  all  the  facilities 
of  roads  and  canals  have  been  almost  brought  to  com- 
pletion, and  for  the  accomplishment  of  which  so  much 
of  the  toil  and  treasure  of  this  people  hjive  been  ex- 
pended. 

The  physical  advantages  which  nature  has  kindly 
provided,  cunnect  her  with  the  vast  and  almost  illimita- 
ble regions  of  the  west,  and  the  artificial  improvements 
which  the  judicious  public  spirit  of  the  commonwealtl;\ 
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has  broug'ht  so  nigh  to  completion, uniting  her  with  the 
east,  are  benefits  which  are  justly  and  highly  appreciat- 
ed by  her  inhabitants;  but  iii  order  to  render  thetn  most 
available  to  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  her  people, 
you  must  add  to  these  natural  and  artificial  advantages, 
a  sound,  a  uniform  and  substantial  currency,  without 
whicli  auxiliary,  her  commerce  must  become  crippled, 
and  her  manufactures  languish  and  die- 
Thus  situated, thus  circumstanced,our  manufacturers 
and  mechanics  heretofore  found  a  ready  and  profitable 
market  for  the  product  of  their  labour.  The  facihty  of 
converting  ihe  fruits  of  their  industry  into  ready  money, 
afibrded  by  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States,pre- 
sented  an  additional  incentive  to  their  proverbial  indus- 
try, enterprise,  and  ingenuity.  Throuifh  the  medium 
of  that  Bank,  this  was  an  every  day  occurrence,  which, 
perhaps,  it  may  be  necessary  a  little  further  to  illus- 
trate. In  the  spring  and  autumn  throughout  the  year, 
or  as  long  as  the  navigation  is  open,  our  manufacturer 
ships  his  productions  to  all  the  commercal  cities  and 
towns  of  the  west;  he  draws  his  bill  on  his  consignee 
for  such  amount  of  his  consignment  as  his  wants  or  other 
demands  on  him  for  payment  of  labour  and  raw  ma- 
terial may  require: — his  bills  and  notes  drawn  and  re- 
ceived for  consignment  abroad.or  on  his  business  trans- 
actions at  home,  are  freely  discounted  by  the  Bank  at 
the  lawful  rates  of  interest,  and  for  a  truly  moderate 
rate  of  exchange,  restoring  to  him  at  his  own  door  his 
capital  in  cash,  enabling  him  thereby  to  replenish  his 
stock,  to  renew  and  perhaps  extend  his  operations.  He 
no  longer  awaits  a  tardy  remittance  produced  by  the 
difficulty  of  obtaining  favorable  exchange,  arising  out 
of  the  condition  inseparable  from  a  purely  local  and 
always  fluctuating,  and  often  times  dangerous  curren- 
cy. 

The  conversion  of  our  manufactures  into  ready  mo- 
ney through  the  medium  of  a  National  Bank  being  thus 
rendered  easy,  we  are  no  longer  exposed  to  the  cupi- 
dity and  exactions  of  the  usurer  and  money-lender;  the 
manufacturer  is  thus  enabled  to  give  greater  attention 
to  his  affairs  at  home,  instead  of  consuming  his  time  in 
distant,  tedious,  and  expensive  tours  of  collection,  to 
afford  better  wages  to  his  hands,  and  more  punctual 
and  satisfactory  payments  to  those  who  may  supply  him 
with  the  raw  material. 

These  are  a  few  of  the  advantages  we  derive  in  com- 
mon with  the  entire  west,  from  the  operations  of  a  Na- 
tional Bank.  To  close  the  door  against  the  facilities 
which  such  negotiations  ofTer  us  is  to  lay  the  axe  of  de 
struction  to  the  root  of  one  of  our  greatest  and  most  va 
luable  resources,  to  paralize  our  industry, and  place  the 
yrhole  body  of  our  enterprising  manufacturers  and  me- 
chanics at  the  feet  of  those  who  possess  sufficient  capi- 
tal to  prey  upon  their  necessities,  and  who,  all  expe- 
rience teaches  us,  will  use  their  power  to  promote  their 
own  exclusive  profit  and  advantage. 

No  Local  Bank  is  competent  to  afford  the  necessary 
facilities  to  commercial  and  manufacturing  enterprise; 
this  can  only  be  done  by  one  whose  connectiims  are  co 
extensive  with  the  country  itself,  and  in  the  possession 
oi  2k  capital  and  credit,  \\\\\c\\  no  charter  from  a  state 
can  confer.  I  undertake  to  say,  sir,that  the  business  of 
the  country  cannot  be  conducted — I  know  the  business 
of  the  west  cannot  be  conducted,  without  a  National 
Bank.  Will  the  members  from  other  parts  of  the  state 
think  diflTerently — will  they  object  to  a  National  Hank? 
If  they  do,  I  pray  they  may  offer  some  other  project, 
and  should  it  afford  one  ray  of  hope,  that  it  will  meet 
the  exigencies  of  the  country,  and  dispel  the  thick 
clouds  and  darkness  gathering  around,  1  pledge  mjsilf 
\o  promote  its  success  by  all  the  means  in  my  poor  pow- 
er. I  am  not  tenacious  about  my  own  proposition — 
my  object  is  to  obtain  relief  for  the  community,  and  I 
hold  myself  ready  and  willing  to  aid  any  measure  which 
promises  a  speedy  and  effectual  remedy. 

One  thing  must  be  done  by  some  means.  The 
currency  which  has  been  supplied  by  the  present  Bank 


must  be  replaced,  or  scenes  of  infinite  distress  and  ruin 
must  follow.  Scenes  compared  with  which  those  now 
pictured  as  before  us  are  but  as  the  shadow  of  a  mist. 

The  debts  of  a  country  are  at  all  times,  and  in  all 
cases,  equal  to  its  whole  paper  currency.  Every  Bank 
note,  represents  a  debt  equal  to  its  own  amount,  and  is 
due  by  the  Bank  which  issues  it  to  the  holder  of  the 
note.  'I  he  same  is  the  case  with  the  promissory  notes 
or  Bills  of  Exchange;  they,  all  alike,  represent  debts  to 
their  nominal  value.  I  hese  three  kinds  of  paper,  bank 
notes,  bills  of  exchange,  and  promissory  notes,form  the 
paper  currency  or  medium  of  the  country;  passing  as 
they  usually  do,  from  hand  to  hand,  they  are  received 
in  payment  of  debts,  or  in  exchange  for  articles  of 
merchandise,and  in  fact  performing,  but  with  far  great., 
er  convenience,  all  the  offices  which  gold  and  silver 
could  accomplish.  Answering  then  all  the  purposes  of 
coin,  they  are  money,  so  long  as  there  are  banks,which 
by  discounting  them,  make  them  an  efficient  currency. 
I  he  moment,  however,  they  cease  to  pass  as  money, 
or  when  a  bank  cannot  or  will  not  receive  them  as  such 
in  p.ayment,  or  issue  of  their  own  notes,  by  discounting' 
them,  they  become  mere  evidences  of  debt,  and  cease 
to  be  any  longer  money  or  currency,  and  of  no  more 
practical  benefit  than  a  verbal  promise.  The  conse- 
quences are  obvious;  when  a  bank  note,  the  note  of  an 
individual,  or  a  bill  of  exchange  will  not  pay  a  debt,  or 
be  received  in  exchange  for  gold  or  silver,  or  other  ar- 
ticles of  value,  the  means  of  paying  debts  are  of  course 
reduced,  whilst  the  amount  of  debt  remains  the  same; 
and  it  appears  to  me  that  we  now  find  ourselves  pre- 
cisely in  or  rapidly  approaching  this  condition  of  things. 
The  embarrassments  of  a  country  have  no  direct  rela- 
tion to  the  amount  of  debt  which  itscitizensmay  owe, but 
on  the  means  of  payment  to  which  they  may  have  access. 
So  long  then  as  there  is  a  sound  paper  currency  which 
passes  by  common  consent  (and it  could  not  by  this  con- 
sent, if  not  convertible  into  coin)  it  is  monej'  in  effect 
for  all  practical  purposes.  One  man  pays  his  debt  by 
the  paper  which  represents  a  debt  due  by  another  indi- 
vidual, or  by  a  Bank;  and  Banks  pay  their  debts,by  the 
notes  of  other  Banks  which  possess  a  credit  in  the  com- 
munity and  paper  money;  or,  they  may  pay  by  the  pa- 
per of  an  individual;  which  is  convertible  into  Bank 
notes  or  Bank  credits  on  being  discounted.  But  when 
the  note  of  one  Bank,  will  not  be  received  in  payment, 
or  in  deposit  by  another,  or  the  note  of  an  individual  or 
his  Bill  of  Exchange,  is  not  convertible  into  money,  or 
a  credit,  which  will  pay  a  debt,  the  debtor  is  compelled 
to  purchase  somethmg  which  will  enable  hira  to  meet 
his  engagements  by  selling  his  Banknotes,  Stocks,Bills 
of  Exchange,  or  Promissory  notes  for  whatever  they 
will  bring  in  the  market.  As  it  is  credit,  confidence, 
I  and  common  consent,  which  render  paper  an  equivalent 
for  coin,  so  the  want  of  credit,  leaves  the  paper  the 
mere  evidence  of  a  debt,  subject  to  all  the  fluctuations 
of  price  as  any  other  commodities  or  aiticles  of  merchan- 
dize. The  history  of  the  country  for  the  last  six  months 
is  an  ample  illustration  of  this  position,  in  the  ever  va- 
rying prices  of  Stocks,  Bills,  Promissory  notes,  and 
notes  of  Banks  in  places,  other  than  those  at  which 
they  were  issued.  A  general  panic  has  pervaded  the 
money  market;  the  creilit  of  paper  currency  has  been 
signally  impaired;  its  conversion  into  coin  has  become 
more  and  more  difficult  and  expensive,  and  its  amount 
has  been  greatly  diminished.  The  effect  has  been  the 
withdrawal  of  a  large  amount  of  the  circulating  medium 
or  currency,  diminishing  the  means  of  p.aying  debts  to 
an  amotmt  equal  to  the  diminished  circulation  of  Bank 
notes  and  Bank  discounts.  So  far  as  this  has  taken 
place,  it  accounts  fi.r  the  existing  embarrassments;  and 
so  far  as  there  is  just  cause  of  apprephension  for  the 
future,  it  will  account  for  wh.".t  may  take  place  hereaf- 
ter. The  difficulties  and  distress  of  the  community  will 
be  in  the  same  proportion,  as  are  the  reductions  of  the 
currency,  for  the  plain  reason  that  it  diminishes  the 
means  of  paying  debts  which  remain  to  be  paid  to  their 
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full  amount,  whilst  the  currency  in  which  they  must  be 
paid,  rises  in  value  as  it  diminishes  in  quantity,  and  pro- 
perty of  every  kind,  which  must  be  converted  into  mo- 
ney, must  be  sold  at  whatever  [>rice  it  will  command. 
Thus  a  debtor  may  be  forced,  in  ilischarge  of  his  obli- 
gations, to  pay  two  and  three  dollars  for  one  he  owes. 
That  the  paper  currency  of  the  country  has  diminished 
— that  property,  produce,  and  labour  have  become  of 
less  value — and  the  means  of  paying-  debts,  more  diffi- 
cult, cannot  be  denied; — that  it  will  become  more  so, 
is  certain.  Confidence  and  credit  are  daily  declining', 
from  causes  too  obvious  to  name.  They  cannot  be  re- 
stored by  connecting  the  currency  and  moneyed  con- 
cerns of  the  country  with  the  passions  of  party,  or  ren- 
dering them  subservient  to  the  views  of  politicians — 
Banks  are  but  the  instruments  by  which  the  moneyed 
operations  of  the  country  are  conducted;  and  it  has 
now  become  too  late  to  inquire,  whether  the  banking 
system  has  not  been  carried  too  far.or  whether  particu- 
lar individuals  have  extended  their  business  operations 
too  much  on  credit.  We  must  take  things  as  they  are, 
and  provide  for  the  remedy  accordingly.  Admitting 
both  to  be  the  case,  it  is  certainly  not  wise  policy 
to  make  a  sudden  change;  and  if  in  the  end  they 
must  be  corrected  by  the  strong  arm  of  the  Go- 
vernment, let  it  be  done  gently  and  gradually,  so  as 
not  to  distress  the  enterprising  and  adventurous,  but 
honest  debtor; — and  let  it  be  done  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  derange,  as  little  as  possible,  the  investment  and  em- 
ployment of  capital.  Give  the  country  time  to  conform 
its  business  to  this  newly  proposed  state  of  things,  and 
if  the  currency  mast  be  "diminished,  let  us  have  time  to 
make  provision  to  meet  the  cmerg-ency.or  at  least  let  it 
be  after  the  present  debts  are  paid,  or  proportionably 
reduced.  But  if  the  vast  debts  of  the  co\intry  must  be 
paid  in  a  medium  greatly  enhanced,  and  different  from 
that  in  whicli  they  were  contracted,  in  consequence  of 
the  reduction  in  the  extent  of  the  currency,  let  me  as- 
sure gentlemen, — and  I  am  no  "  prophet  or  the  son  of 
a  prophet," — that  infinite  distress,  bankruptcy,  and 
ruin,  will  pervade  this  entire  country. 

Many  of  the  gentlemen  in  this  House  remember  how 
tlie  extensive  debts  which  were  contracted  daring  the 
late  war,  at  a  time  when  the  country  was  overrun  with 
a  suspected  and  tattered  currency;  how  by  the  resump- 
tion of  specie  p.ayments,  that  currency  became  sudden- 
ly diminished,  and  how  those  who  had  the  misfortune 
to  owe  debts  contracted  daring  this  period,  were  com- 
pelled to  pay  them  in  a  medium  enhanced  in  value  in 
proportion  as  it  had  diminished  in  quantity.  This  state 
of  things  I  fear  is  now  rapidly  returning  upon  us,  and 
should  Congress  adjourn  without  providing  some  reme- 
dy, that  country  to  whose  interests  and  prosperity  we 
all  profess  so  much  devotion  will  be  visited  by  a  degree 
and  measure  of  calamity  which  years  of  returning  pros- 
perity will  not  be  sufficient  wholly  to  efTace.  If  this 
House  will  but  give  its  instructions  to  the  Delegation  in 
Congress,  they  will  have  made  soine  effort  to  avert  a 
deep  and  heavy  calimity;the  responsibility  will  then 
rest  with  them.  If  we  do  not  express  our  opinion  we 
must  share  their  responsibility  1  for  one  am  not  will- 
ing to  meet  my  constituents  without  being  able  to  say 
to  them  I  have  made  an  effort  for  their  protection,  and 
I  invite,  nay  I  conjure  my  colleagues  in  their  names  to 
aid  my  feeble  efforts  in  their  behalf. 

I  have  suffered  with  them  in  their  former  calamity, 
and  they  shall  not  have  it  in  their  power  to  reproach 
me  with  silence  or  inaction  when  another  more  appall- 
ing is  impending  over  their  heads. 

If,  as  I  said  before,  any  gentlemen  has  a  better  plan 
to  propose,  1  will  support  it;  if  not,  I  ask  a  support  for 
this:  but  I  implore  every  one  to  make  some  effort  be- 
fore we  separate.  If  the  interest  of  the  country  is  in 
jeopardy,  we  certainly  ought  at  least  to  do  all  in  our 
power  to  save  it. 


REPORT  TO  THE  COAL  MINING  ASSOCIAIION. 

Second  Annual  Report  made  by  the  Board  of  Trade  to 
the  Coal  Mining  Association,  of  Schuylkill  county, 
January,  1834. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Coal  Mining  Associa- 
tion of  Schuylkill  County,  held  on  the  4th  of  January, 
1834,  the  Board  of  Trade  presented  the  following  Re- 
port, which  was  read  and  oidered  to  be  printed. 

After  which  the  following  gentlemen  were  elected 
officers  to  serve  for  the  ensuing  year; — 

President, 
BURD   PATTERSON. 
Vice  President, 
John  C.  Offermak. 
iSea-e/aries, 
Andrew  Russel,  Charles  Lawton. 

Treasurer, 
Samuel  Lewis. 
Board  of  Trade. 
Benjamin  H.  Springer,         Francis  B.  Nichols, 
Samuel  Brooke,  Samuel  Le«is» 

Samuel  J  .  Potts,  Thomas  C.  Williams, 

Martin  Weaver. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board   of  Trade  on   the  same 
evening,  B.  U.  SPRINGKR,  was  appointed  President, 
and  Thomas  C  Williams,  Secretary. 
REPORT. 

In  again  convening  with  the  Association  at  their  Ab.- 
nual  Meeting,  the  Board  of  Trade  feel  it  their  duty  to 
remind  the  members  of  the  object  for  whxh  they  asso- 
ciated, and  to  call  their  attention  to  the  present  state  of 
the  Coal  Trade,  that  they  may  be  able  to  form  some 
rational  conclusion  of  what  the  prospect  of  the  Collier 
is  for  the  coming  j^ear. 

In  the  report  made  in  January,  1833,  they  gave  a 
brief  compend,  designed  as  a  nucleus  around  which 
they  expected  to  gather  sufficient  information  to  lay 
the  foundation  for  an  inquiry  into  the  actual  state  of  the^ 
Coal  Trade,  that  a  full  history  of  the  Anthracite  Region 
might  grow  out  of  it,  they  were  aware  the  materials  for 
sucli  a  history  were  scant,  and  that  the  information  to  be 
obtained  was  to  be  gleaned  from  many  and  various 
sources,  and  much  of  it  from  the  early  settlers  of  th,e 
country;  many  of  whom  are  not  engaged  in  the  trade 
and  cannot  be  supposed  to  feel  that  interest  in  it  that 
those  who  are  embarked  in  it  should  feel. 

The  Board  indulged  a  hope  that  the  subject  wovild 
have  been  deemed  worthy  the  attention  of  more  com- 
petent persons  than  themselves,  and  that  a  trade  of  such 
vital  importance  to  the  state  would  have  commanded 
the  attention  of  a  competent  historian — but  as  no  one 
has  yet  undertaken  the  task  they  must  be  content  to 
collect  and  treasure  up  all  the  information  in  their 
power,  that  when  the  time  arrives  they  may  be  prepar- 
ed to  furnish  this  quota  for  tlie  general  good. 

Scenes  and  occurrences,  which,  from  their  familiari- 
ty, are  deemed  by  us  too  trivial  to  be  registered,  may 
at  a  future  day  be  anxiously  inquired  into,  and  much 
matter  for  history  may  be  lost,  by  our  neglecting  to  no- 
tice what  we  deem  too  common  to  be  worthy  of  a  place 
on  record. 

We  owe  it  to  posterity,  to  the  future  explorers  of  this 
and  other  regions,  to  collect  and  husband  every  species 
of  information  in  any  manner  connected  with  the  trade- 
We  should  not  be  deterred  by  the  supposition  that  the 
information  is  trivial  or  of  little  use,  but  we  should  col- 
lect and  record  every  information  from  the  earliest 
workings  to  the  present  day,  and  leave  posterity  to 
glean  from  our  experience  such  information  as  may  be 
useful  to  them. 

The  Board,  like  others  of  the  Association,  are  engagf- 
ed  in  the  active  prosecution  of  mining,  and  must,  of 
necessity,  depend  on  others  for  information  on  many 
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points  connected  with  the  trade,  as  far  as  their  own  ex- 
perience extends,  they  can  speak  with  certainty;  but 
we  ate  all  aware  that  causes  pioduce  different  effects, 
in  different  places,  and  that  what  would  operate  favora- 
bly in  one  Vein  or  bed,  might  produce  an  entire  different 
effect  in  another  Vein, — that  to  insure  a  benefit  to  all 
there  should  be  a  free  and  general  interchange  of  opin- 
ion with  all  engaged,  and  they  therefore  urge  on  tbe 
members  the  necessity  of  noticing  every  change  in  their 
veins,  to  take  and  preserve  a  full  description  of  tiieir 
workings,  all  faults,  throws  or  troubles,  and  transmit 
from  time  to  time  the  information  they  acquire. 

Much  information  may  be  had  from  those  who  were 
the  earliest  pioneers,  some  of  whom  still  linger  amongst 
us,  and  we  earnestly  enjoin  it  on  the  Association  to  col- 
lect from  that  class  of  citizens  all  the  information  they 
possess  w  ithout  delay,  many  of  those  men  are  aged,  and 
the  knowledge  they  possess,  if  not  soon  obtained,  must 
be  forever  buried  in  the  grave  with  those  who  possess 
it. 

If  the  course  recommended  is  followed  without  delay, 
the  Board  feel  confident  that  in  two  or  three  years  at 
farthest  they  will  have  a  full  description  of  the  region 
as  well  as  every  vein  in  it,  and  be  able  to  determine  the 
long  disputed  points  of  how  far  the  veins  extend,  and 
whether  or  not  they  preserve  their  character  tlirough- 
out. 

Another  subject  of  great  importance  to  the  trade  is 
the  comfort  of  the  operators  and  laborers  employed; 
many  of  that  class,  like  the  same  class  of  men  in  otiier 
places,  are  improvident,  and  squander  during  the  sum- 
mer all  their  earnings,  and  when  the  winter  sets  in  and 
a  partial  stop  is  put  to  business,  they  are  destitute  of  the 
common  necessaries  of  life. 

It  is  believtd  that  a  Saving  Fund  Institution  on  a 
plan  similar  to  those  in  our  cities  will  have  a  beneficial 
effect,  and  be  the  means  of  preventing  much  distress. 

The  Board  therefire  recommend  that  we  ask  the  co- 
operation of  our  citizens  in  an  application  to  the  Legis- 
lature for  an  act  authorising  the  formation  of  a  Saving 
Fund  Institution  in  this  county. 

In  the  Report  made  last  year  the  supply  of  coal  re- 
quired for  1833,  is  estimated  at  480,000  tons,  of  which 
it  was  supposed  the  Lehigh  company  would  furnish 
100,000  tons  the  Lackawanna  90,000,  and  the  Schuyl- 
kill region  270,000  tons,  and  that  a  surplus  of  20,000 
tons  should  remain  over  of  the  formersupply. 

It  will  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  estimate  was  made 
in  January,  when  it  was  fair  to  infer  that  we  would  have 
the  usual  quantum  of  cold,  but  the  unusual  mildness  of 
the  winter  prevented  the  consumption  of  a  large  amount 
of  fuel,  and  when  the  navigation  opened,  there  was  re- 
maining unsold  in  the  cities  a  much  larger  amount  than 
was  anticipated,  the  heavy  amount  on  hand  when  the 
season  opened  deterred  dealers  from  coming  early  into 
the  market  and  prevented  the  amount  from  this  section 
reaching  the  quantity  estimated,  while  the  Lehigh  and 
Lackawana  Companies  (who  are  miners  and  shippers 
of  Coal)  commenced  early  in  the  season  and  exceeded 
the  amount  at  which  tht-y  were  rated,  but  in  the  aggre- 
gate the  quantity  sent  to  tide  water  varies  but  a  com- 
paratively small  amount  from  the  estimate  made. 

We  subjoin  an  account  of  all  the  Anthracite  Coal  sent 
to  tide  water  the  past  season,  viz: 

Schuylkill  250,588  tons. 

Lehigh  122,621  do. 

Lackawana  111,777  do. 


Total  484,986  do 

From  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
made  to  Congress,  17th  December  last,  itappears  tht  re 
were  imported  into  the  United  States  in  the  year  ending 
the  30th  of  September,  2,358,037  bushels  of  iiituminous 
coal,  being  an  excess  of  1,335,792  bushels  over  the  im- 
portation of  the  preceding  year. 

An  account  of  all  the  coal  consumed  in  the  United 
Sta'es  is  a  desirable  object,  but  the   amount  raised  in 


Virginia  being  the  product  of  numerous  beds,  is  difficult 
to  obtain.  The  Board  are  about  taking  such  steps  as 
will,  they  hope,  result  in  their  being  able  to  lay  before 
the  Association  at  an  early  day  a  full  and  correct  account 
of  all  the  coal,  bituminous  and  anthracite,  sent  to  and 
sold  in  the  cities  on  the  sea  board:  in  the  mean  time 
they  annex  an  account  of  foreign  coal  imported  into 
the  United  States  for  the  last  12  years,  together  With 
the  amount  exported. 


Remaining 

Imports  in 

Year. 

Bushels 

Expor'd 

for 

tons  of28 

Imported. 

consumption. 

bushels. 

1822 

627,737 

8,318 

619,419 

22,122 

1823 

970,828 

4,167 

966,661 

34,523 

1824 

854,983 

2,846 

852,137 

30,433 

1825 

764,815 

2,414 

762,401 

26,228 

1826 

722,255 

4,140 

718,075 

25,645 

1827 

970,0211     1,080 

968,941 

34.605 

1828 

1,127,388          180 

1,127,208 

40,257 

1829 

906,200      1,173 

904,477 

32,302 

1830 

1,372,970      4,758 

1,268,212 

45,290 

1831 

1,640,295     12.480 

1,627,815 

58,136 

1832 

1,022,245      4,329 

1,017,916 

36,509 

1833* 

2,350,037; 

84.114 

The  increased  quantity  imported  since  1827,  is  prin- 
cipally if  not  entirely  derived  from  the  Pictou  and  Syd- 
ney mines  in  Nova  Scotia. 

Those  mines  are  the  property  of  a  company  formed 
in  England  some  years  since,  and  were  originally  owned 
by  the  Duke  of  York, — after  the  death  of  that  prince 
and  his  creditors  became  possessed  of  the  property, 
they  formed  of  it  a  joint  stock  company,  and  have  per- 
severingly  endeavored  to  introduce  the  stock  into  the 
United  States,  that  an  interest  might  be  made  sufficient- 
ly strong  to  red'jce  or  abolish  the  existing  duty  on  coal; 
they  have  in  part  succeeded,  and  at  this  time  a  large 
amount  is  held  in  the  Eastern  and  Middle  States,  a 
great  portion  of  it  at  a  price  merely  nominal,  the  influ- 
ence of  the  ho'der  being  considered  equivalent  to  the 
difference  between  the  price  paid  and  the  par  value; 
to  this  may  be  attributed  the  exertions  that  have  been 
made  and  are  now  making  to  have  the  duty  reduced, — 
but  a  trade  of  such  importance  to  the  nation,  a  trade 
that  gives  employment  to  so  large  an  amount  of  tonnage 
in  the  coasting  trade,  and  from  its  certain  increase  (if 
fostered  by  the  government,)  may  be  looked  to  as  a 
nursery  for  our  seamen,  cannot  be  sacrificed  by  the  na- 
tion to  satisfy  the  cupidity  of  a  few  designing  men. 
And  it  is  believed  that  it  only  requires  that  Congress 
shall  be  made  acquainted  with  the  state  of  the  trade, 
and  its  Importance  in  a  national  point  of  view,  to  insure 
its  protection. 

There  has  been  and  still  continues  to  be  a  great  di- 
versity of  opinion  on  what  might  be  deemed  a  fair  stan- 
dard price  for  coal,  but  to  e.itablish  a  fair  scale  of 
prices  is  beyond  the  reach  of  any  engaged  in  the  trade, 
and  inust  continue  so  until  the  consumers  have  become 
better  judges  of  the  quality  of  the  differt-nt  beds,  time 
will  determine  the  grades,  and  already  a  discrimination 
is  made  in  many  places  between  the  different  sections 
from  which  coal  is  sent,  and  while  the  hard  wh.teash 
coal  of  the  Lehigh  is  preferred  in  some  places,  the 
Lackawanna,  with  the  same  colored  ashes,  but  with  a 
nr  ore  open  and  lighter  texture,  finds  friends  and  admir- 
ers in  another  quarter. 

The  Little  Schuylkill  Coal,  partaking  of  the  charac- 
ter of  the  Lehigh,  but  of  a  sof^ler  quality,  also  has  its 
admirers,  but  to  the  Schuylkill  proper  a  preference 
is  decidedly  given  in  most  or  :dl  of  tbe  Eastern  cities. 

In  this  immediate  region  alone  is  to  be  found  the  red 
ash  coal,  so  highly  esteemed  in  New   York  and   other 

•  The  late  Report  of  the  Secietary  of  he  Treasury 
does  not  enable  us  to  furnish  the  quantity  exported. 
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cities,  as  also  the  pure  hard  coal  of  the  Broad  Moun- 
tain, and  the  grey  ash  of  the  intermediate  range. 

Your  Board  feel  confident  that  ere  long  coal  will  be 
come  so  well  known  that  it  will  command  a  price  ac- 
cording to  its  quality,  and  like  wood  will  bear  the  same 
rates  as  now  exists  between  the  best  hickory  and  the 
worst  pine- 

Attlie  close  of  the  navigation  there  were  570  boats, 
averaging  41  tons  each, — a  large  portion  of  those  are 
old  and  must  be  drawn  off,  but  it  is  believed  a  sufficient 
number  will  remain  for  the  business  of  the  next  season, 
if  the  price  of  freight  is  sufficient  to  enable  the  owners 
to  run  them  with  any  prospect  of  profit. 

The  canal  may  now  be  relied  on,  and  the  embank- 
ments having  acquired  solidity,  the  interruption  to  which 
we  were  frequently  subject,  owing  to  frequent  breaches, 
are  not  likely  to  occur  again.  The  following  table  will 
show  the  time  of  opening  and  closing  the  canal  from 
the  period  of  its  completion  to  the  close  of  the  past 
season. 


No.  ol 

When  opened 

When 

days 

closed 

open 

1826  March  28 

Dec.  15 

263 

1827  March  27 

Dec.  27 

276 

1828  March  20 

Dec.  21 

277 

1829  April     2 

Dec.  21 

264 

L830  March  3 1 

Dec.  31 

276 

1831  April      8 

Nov.  29 

236 

1832  March  28 

Dec.  20 

268 

1833  March  25 

Dec.  13 

263 

Closed  by  the  frost, 
do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

Closed  by  order  of 

the  Navigation  Com- 
pany. 

Closed  by  the  frost. 


It  is  generally  understood  (when  speaking  of  tolls) 
that  one  dollar  per  ton  covers  all  that  the  Navigation 
Company  claims;  but  there  are  other  charges  which  are 
not  only  burthensome,  but  being  out  of  public  view  ness 
makes  them  more  oppressive  than  open  and  direct 
charges;  they  consist  ot  back  tolls  on  empty  boats,  cer- 
tificates for  weighing,  and  ferriages  over  dams  claimed 
by  individuals,  and  over  which  the  Navigation  Compa- 
ny exercise  no  control,  making  together  a  charge  of 
ten  cents  per  ton. 

The  Board  will  address  the  Navigation  Company  on 
those  subjects,  and  from  the  liberal  and  commendable 
course  the  Managers  have  heretofore  pursued,  they  feel 
confident  those  charges  will  be  abolished,  and  such  a 
reduction  made  on  the  toll  as  will  place  this  section  in  a 
situation  to  compete  successfully  with  our  rivals  in 
other  districts. 

They  have  taken  measures  to  obtain  a  correct  ac- 
count of  all  the  coal  remaining  in  first  hands,  and  expect 
in  a  short  time  to  be  able  to  lay  before  you  an  estimate 
that  may  be  relied  on;  at  present  it  cannot  be  done 
with  certainty,  as  a  large  amount  of  that  laying  in  de- 
pot at  Philadelphia,  re  purchased  for  other  places,  and 
will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  vessels  can  be  obtained  for 
its  transportation. 

An  estimate  of  the  quantity  of  Coal  on  the  several 
landings  in  Philadelphia  has  appeared  in  some  of  the 
public  papers,  whicli  is  highly  erroneous,  and  calculit- 
ed  to  deceive  the  public  into  a  belief  that  there  is  a 
much  larger  quantity  on  hand  than  there  really  is;  we 
impute  no  improper  motive  to  the  compiler  of  that 
statement,  being  well  aware  of  the  difficulty  of  forming 
a  correct  conclusion  without  actual  measui'ement,  but 
being  acquainted  with  the  grounds  covered,  and  with 
the  actual  amount  on  some  of  the  landings  mentioned, 
we  feel  warranted  in  saying  the  estimate  is  much  above 
what  it  really  should  be. 

It  is  usual  to  estimate  a  cubic  yard  of  coal  in  the 
ground  and  undisturbed  as  one  ton,— but  coal  varies  in 
weight  according  as  it  is  hard  or  soft,  and  the  allowance 
is  altogether  arbitrary,   yet  on  an  average   may  hold 


good;  but  when  estimating  a  pile  of  coal  due  allow- 
ance should  be  made  for  wastage,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

From  experiments  made  on  several  piles  of  a  medium 
hardness  it  is  found  that  it  requires  40  cubic  feet  to  pro- 
duce one  ton  of  clean  coal,  so  that  the  quantity  stated  to 
be  in  first  hands  in  Philadelphia,  (63,445  tons)  would, 
if  piled  50  feet  wide  and  8  feet  high,  extend  2114  yards, 
or  more  than  1  1-5  miles. 

The  policy  of  mining  extensively  during  the  winter 
months  has  long  been  doubtful,  and  experience  has 
proved  that  it  can  be  done  with  more  advantage  when 
the  season  opens  and  the  coal  can  be  sent  direct  to  mar- 
ket; this  course  appears  to  be  admitted  by  all  engaged, 
and  it  is  believed  that  when  the  navigation  opens,  the 
stock  will  be  small  in  comparison  with  former  years, 
and  should  purchasers  be  tardy  in  coming  forward,  it  is 
feared  an  advanced  rate  of  wages  will  be  demanded  dur- 
ing the  summer. 

The  increased  consumption  has  thus  far  kept  pace 
with  the  increased  supply,  and  was  no  impediment 
thrown  in  the  way,  we  might  safely  anticipate  a  demand 
for  500,000  tons  for  the  coming  year,  but  the  novel  and 
alarming  position  assumed  by  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  by  which  he  attempts  to  regulate  and  con- 
trol the  currency  and  funds  of  the  nation,  if  not  prompt- 
ly and  effectually  checked  by  Congress,  will  paralize 
our  trade  and  prevent  our  sending  to  market  the  quan- 
tity which  a  healthy  state  of  trade  would  warrant,  de- 
pendent as  the  coal  trade  is  on  the  cities  and  manufac- 
toring  districts,  all  that  eflTects  them  is  immediately  felt 
by  the  Collier,  and  it  is  much  feared  that  the  mistaken 
course  adopted  by  the  President  if  persisted  in  and  sus- 
tained by  Congress,  will  include  us  in  the  general  ruin 
that  impends  over  the  nation. 

Should  our  forebodings  prove  unfounded  and  trade 
be  once  more  allowed  to  follow  its  accustomed  course, 
our  section  is  prepared  to  furnish  its  full  quota,  and  from 
the  increasi  d  credit  of  our  article,  we  have  reason  to 
expect  we  will  do  our  full  share  of  the  next  year's  busi- 


In  conclusion,  the  Board  cannot  withhold  the  expres- 
sion of  their  gratification  at  the  high  character  our  arti- 
cle has  obtained  in  the  market,  and  they  feel  every  con- 
fidence that  the  Colliers  of  Schuylkill  county  will,  by 
following  the  course  they  have  heretofore  pursued, 
preserve  the  reputation  of  their  staple,  and  add  to  the 
confidence  now  reposed  in  them. 

In  behalf  of  the  Board. 
BENJAMIN  H.  SPRINGER,  President. 

Pottsville,  Jan  4,  1334. 


APPEAL  IN  BEHALF  OF  THE  EXPATRIATED 
POLES ! 

To  the  citizens  of  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia, 
Fellow  Citizens — The  duty  of  addressing  you  in  fa- 
vor of  the  destitute  exiles  from  Poland,  was  devolved 
upon  us  by  the  town  meeting  assembled  for  the  pur- 
pose of  deliberating  on  that  subject  on  the  evening  of 
the  30th  ultimo. 

We  approach  this  cause  with  feelings  at  once  of  me- 
lancholy and  of  pleasure — of  melancholy,  that  in  any 
quarter  of  the  Globe,  and  in  this  enlightened  age  there 
should  be  found  a  despotism  s  >  heartless,  and  a  policy 
so  brutalized,  as  to  render  such  an  appeal  necessary — 
and  ofp-.asure,  from  the  confident  hope  that  your  gen- 
erous feelings  will,  with  their  accustomed  promptitude, 
respond  to  the  call  in  favor  of  human  suff'ering  and  of 
outraged  freedom.  You  need  not  be  told  how  magnani- 
mously these  men  have  contended  in  their  recent  strug- 
gle for  their  rights  and  liberties.  You  are  fully  inform- 
ed of  the  glorious  selfdevotion  with  which  "  their  lives, 
their  fortunes,  and  their  sacred  honor"  were  pledged 
for  that  which  you  all  regard  as  dearer  than  life — the 
freedom  of  their  country. 

You  are  abundantly  apprised  thut  another  has  been 


1834.] 


PHILADELPHIA  INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  DEAF  AND  DUMB. 


313 


added  to  the  long  list  of  crimes,  which  have  within  the 
last  century  been  perpetrated  by  the  han  Is  of  lawless 
power,  against  tlie  rights  and  liberties  of  Poland.  You 
do  not  require  to  be  reminded  that  the  treachei  y  of  her 
foreign  despots,  and  the  tyrannical  exercise  of  powei-, 
gave  the  fiist  impulse  to  the  late  revolution.  You 
have  felt  a  poignant  anguish  at  the  recital  of  the  wrongs, 
insult  and  cruelty  with  which  tlie  sons  ;ind  daui;hiers  of 
Poland  have  been  treated  since  the  disastrous  fall  of  her 
capital. 

Your  souls  have  swelled  with  exultation  and  gratitude 
when  you  heard  that  the  venerated  champion  of  liberty 
in  Kurope,  liad  raised  his  voice  in  behalfofthe  glorious 
band  of  Polish  heroes  You  have  felt  that  the  claims  of 
those  whose  souls  have  been  tried  under  the  banner  of 
Skryznecki,  in  the  sacred  cause  of  liberty — a  cause  in- 
volving the  happiness  of  tliemselves  and  their  posterity, 
are  entitled  to  your  warmest  regards  and  most  liberal 
munificence.  You  have  spoken,  indeed,  while  the  con- 
test was  yet  raging.  F.ven  then  did  your  thousands 
assemble  to  cheer  the  struggle  for  freedom,  and  your 
generous  youth  burned  to  repay  the  debt  of  gratitude 
which  Polish  heroism  had  imposed  on  their  sires. 
Though  your  noble  purposes  were  thwarted,  and  your 
indignant  hearts  sank  at  the  melancholy  tale  of  defeat 
which  soon  ensued,  yet  we  do  not  allow  ourselves  to 
doubt,  but  that  you  will  seize  the  present  occasion,  to 
testify  at  once  your  gratitude  for  ancient  obligations, 
your  admiration  for  heroic  martyrdom  to  liberty,  and 
your  detestation  for  all  who  have,  in  any  quarter  of  the 
world,  aided,  abetted,  or  with  complacency  regarded 
the  catastrophe  of  the  gallant  people  whose  sons  are 
now  among  us. 

There  is  in  every  truly  American  heart,  a  feeling 
which  we  will  not  insult  by  the  insinuation,  that  it  needs 
on  an  occasion  like  the  present,  any  prompting  of  ours 
to  urge  it  into  action. 

You  are  not,  fellow  citizens,  called  upon  to  afford 
protec ion  and  comfort  to  a  band  of  criminals,  nor  to 
worthless  paupers,  whom  the  hope  of  liglUning  their  own 
parish  poor  rates,  has  induced  the  crafty  officers  of 
some  European  monarchy,  to  thrust  upon  your  shores. 
No,  though  in  temporary  distress,  these  high-minded 
and  virtuous  men  are  only  seeking  among  us  the  means 
of  applying  in  peace  and  freedom,  their  talents  pnd  iti- 
dustry  to  their  own  support,  and  to  the  support  of  the 
free  institutions  of  our  hippy  country.  AVe  would  nei-  ( 
ther  cherish  in  them — nor  ask  you  to  foster,  as  we  know 
they  do  not  entertain, — the  wish,  to  be  supported  with- 
out the  exercise  of  such  powers  and  faculties  as  each 
may  possess. 

They  have,  by  incurring  the  hatred  of  despots  at 
home,  shown  themselves  pre-eminently  deserving  of 
the  sympathy  of  the  humane  and  generous  of  every  na- 
tion, and  in  an  especial  manner  of  the  lovers  of  freedom 
in  America.  They  come  to  your  shores  after  every 
hope  and  prop  of  liberty  has  been  ruthlessly  torn  from 
tlieir  native  land.  They  could  not  endure  to  walk 
among  the  monuments  of  Poland's  greatness  and  mag- 
nanimity, polluted  as  they  are  by  the  accursed  hands  )f 
tyranny.  They  braved  death  in  every  form  until  they  saw 
the  graves  of  their  glorious  ancestors  marked  witii  tlie 
hated  footsteps  of  Muscovitish  despotism.  They  clung 
to  the  hope  of  protecting  female  innocence  and  helpless 
infancy,  until  both  had  been  torn  by  barbarian  violence 
from  their  altars  and  their  firesides,  and  consigned  oft- 
times  to  separate  hopeless  exile,  amid  the  dreariness  of 
a  Siberian  de-ert. 

Instea<l  of  finding  on  the  territory  of  neighboring  na- 
tions the  hospitality  which  their  gallant  conduct  ought 
to  have  insured,  they  found  no  alternative  except  that 
of  either  embarking  to  these  distant  shores,  or  being 
driven  back  into  the  power  of  tlie  inhuman  conquerors 
to  be  consigned  to  the  horrrors  of  banishonent  to  a  dis- 
tant and  inhospilable  clime. 

Can  you,  under   these  circumstances,  doubt  which 
ought  to  have  been  their  choice!  can  you  question  the 
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wisdom  of  their  decision,  in  seeking  amidst  the  sons  of 
Washington  and  brethren  of  Lafayette,  the  asylum 
which  has  ever  been  tendered  to  the  virtuous  and  the 
oppre.-sed  ?  W  ould  the  covuitrymen  of  Kosciusko, 
Pulaski,  and  De  Kalb,  have  done  justice  either  to  them- 
selves or  to  you,  by  any  other  decision  than  that  of  Hy- 
ing to  your  sympathy  and  protection  .' 

We  earnestly  solicit  you  to  contribute  liberally,  as 
your  circumstances  may  permit,  towards  relieving  the 
immediate  necessities  of  these  exiles  now  thrown  upon 
your  charitable  regard.  Destitute  of  resources,  and  ig- 
norant of  our  language,  their  sole  dependence  is  on  your 
benevolence. 

A  moderate  sum  will  be  sufficient  to  provide  for  their 
immediate  wants,  and  tofurni>h  this  Spartan  band  with 
the  means  of  speedily  establishing  themselves,  as  useful 
and  valuable  citizens  of  onr  republic.  But  a  most  meri- 
torious and  effective  relief  may  be  afforded  to  them,  by 
furnishing  them  with  employment — to  rescue  them 
from  the  humiliation  of  a  dependence  on  charity.  Far- 
mers and  gardeners  in  the  neighborhood,  who  may  em- 
ploy them  at  a  small  stipend  beyond  their  board  and 
lodging  till  they  acquire  some  skill  in  the  labors  of  our 
country  and  in  our  language,  will  deserve  well  of  them 
and  the  country  at  large. 

ilespectfullv, 

MATIHEW  CAUEY,  Chairman. 
John  Swift  Joseph  S.  Uiley 

Robert  Patterson  Henry  Z  mtzinger 

Josiah  Randall  W.  J.  Diiane 

James  Gowan  Peter  Fritz 

Thomas  Mitchell  J.  M'Henry 

T.  M'Kenney  James  O'Donnel 

A  H.  Richards  Joseph  F.  Fisher 

Jos.  R.  Chandler  W.  P.  Smith 

David  Paul  Brown  James  Hanna 

Walter  R.  Johnson  H-  G.  A  Blankman. 

R.  W.  Richards 

Philadelphia,  May  5,  1834. 


From  the  Philadelphia  Gazette. 

PHILADELPHIA  1NST1TU1  ION  FOR  THE  DEAF 
AND   DUMB. 

At  an  annual  meeting  of  the  contributors  to  the  Penn- 
sylvania Institute  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb, 

A.  HENRY  was  called  to  the  Chair. 

The  following  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors  was 
laid  before  the  Contributors. 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Pennsylvania  Institu- 
tion for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb, respectfully  present  to  the 
Contributors,  the  following  report  of  the  state  of  the 
Institution  during  the  past  year. 

Within  that  period  one  hundred  and  six  deaf  mutes 
have  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  the  Institution,  either 
wholly  or  in  part,  eight  have  left  it,  twelve  have  been 
admitted,  and  there  now  remain  ninety-eight;  of  this 
number  forty-six  are  supported  on  the  foundation  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  twelve  on  that  of  Maryland, 
and  six  on  that  of  N.  Jersey,  twenty-five  are  supported 
by  their  friends, one  by  the  Institution,  and  the  remain- 
ing eight  are  employed  in  various  capacities. 

'I'he  Board  report  with  regret  the  death  of  Susan 
Mary  Tanneyhill.a  pupil  on  the  foundation  of  the  State 
of  Maryland.  The  deceased  was  one  of  our  best  pu- 
pils—she died  on  the  2  1th  of  last  July,  of  inflammation 
of  the  brain,  after  an  illness  of  twelve  d.ays,  having 
been  in  the  Institution  four  years  and  one  month.  She 
was  Interred  In  the  burial  ground  of  the  Methodist 
church,  in  the  southern  part  of  the  city,  her  parents 
being  connected  with  that  denomination  of  Christians. 
With  this  melancholy  exception  the  Board  have  as 
heretolore  to  acknowledge  their  gratitude  to  God  for 
the  continued  healthfulness  of  the  interesting  family 
committed  to  their  charge,  and  that  no  fatal  disease 
has  been  permitted  to  visit  it.      They  also  deem  it  a  du- 
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\y  to  express  their  obligations  to  Drs.  G.  B.  Wood, 
Wm.  Rush,  and  J.  Randolph,  the  physicians  connected 
with  the  Institution  for  their  benevolent  and  assiduous 
attention.  This  able  medical  attendance  combined  with 
the  salubrity  of  location,  and  the  unceasing- attention  of 
the  Matron, must  inspire  parents  with  full  confidence  that 
their  children  are  as  safe  and  comfortable,  both  in  sick- 
ness and  in  health,  as  they  could  be  in  the  homes  which 
they  have  left.  The  Board  bear  testimony  with  plea- 
sure to  the  entire  qualification  of  the  Matron,  Hannah  j 
Elfreth,  for  the  ardous  duties  entrusted  to  her. 

Mr.  James  C.  Sharon  resigned  the  situation  of  teach- 
er, in  September. — Mr.  Benjamin  B.  M'Kinley  of  this 
city,  and  a  graduate  of  tlie  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
was  appointed  a  teacher  on  the  16ih  September,  and 
Mr.  Jas.  C  Kerr,  a  graduate  of  Jefferson  College, 
Pennsylvania,  received  a  similar  appointment  on  the 
2 1st  of  November.  Mr.  Joseph  Pyatt,  a  deaf  mute, 
educated  in  the  Institution,  was  received  as  an  assistant 
in  the  schools  on  the  3d  of  March.  The  frequent 
change  ofinstructors  has  been  found  in  this,  as  in  all  sim- 
ilar Institutious,  a  serious  disadvantage  which  the  Board 
trust  will  be  greatly  obviated,  by  the  plan  suggested  in 
their  last  report,  of  employing  one  more  teacher  than 
is  absolutely  necessary.  It  will  no  doubt  be  found  of 
advantHge  to  have  a  portion  of  the  teachers.deaf  mutes, 
as  there  will  be  less  probability  of  their  being  diverted 
from  their  arduous,  though  interesting  occupation,  to 
lighter  or  more  profitable  pursuits. 

We  have  great  pleasure  in  recording  our  entire satis- 
tisfaction  with  the  exertions  of  all  teachers,  and  deem  it 
but  justice  particularly  to  note  the  devotion  and  ability 
of  Mr.  Abraham  Hutton,  the  principal,  who  has  most  as- 
siduously employed  twelve  years  of  his  life  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Institution,  and  in  the  responsible  duties 
which  have  been  devolved  upon  him,  the  labour  of 
which  has  been  much  increased  by  the  frequent  resig- 
nation of  his  fellow  labourers.  The  pupils  are  divided 
into  six  classes  of  which  one,  in  addition  to  his  general 
superintendence,  is  under  his  immediate  instruction. 

The  mechanical  and  horticultural  exercises  of  the  pu- 
pils have  been  continued,  and  afford  an  agreeable  and 
healthful  relaxation  to  all,  and  to  some  the  means  of  fu- 
ture livelihood. 

An  honorary  certificate  was  awarded  to  the  female 
pupils,  for  straw  work,by  the  Franklin  Institute  at  their 
last  exhibit' 


702  20 


STATEMENT 

Of  the  Receipts  and  Expenditures  on  account  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb.from 
May  1,  1833,  to  May  1,  1834. 

1833«  Cb. 

May  1,  Balance  in  the  Treasurer's  hands, 
May  l,1834,Cash  received  to  this  date.viz: 

Commonwealth   of  Pennsylvania,   indigent 
pupils. 

State  of  Maryland,  do.  do. 

State  of  New  Jersey,         do.  do. 

Pay  pupils, 

Manufacturers'  sale, 

Annual  contributions,  commissions  deduct- 
ed, 

Interest  on  moneys  loaned. 

Family  expenses,  empty  flour  barrels  sold, 

?1 8,806  08 


May  1,  1834,  Cash  paid  to  this  date,  viz: 

Family  Expenses, 

Salaries  of. teachers,  matrons,  steward,  and 

superintendents, 
.Monies  loaned  temporarily  on  interest, 
Manufactures, 

Interest  on  loan  to  the  Institution, 
Incidentals, 
Household  furnitiu-e. 
Pay  pupils,  sundries. 
Balance  due  the  Institution, 


E.  E.  Philadelphia,  May  6th,  1834. 

JOHN  BACON,  Treasurer 


4,546  09 

4,527  08 

3,684  27 

2,862  99 

740  00 

669  14 

60  00 

15  95 

1,700  56 

$18,806  08 

LAND  TITLES. 

(Continued  from  Vol.  xii.  page  363.) 
It  becomes  necessary  now,  to  notice  another  mode  of 


selling  lands  in  the  province,  which  was  adopted  in  the 
Numerous  addiiions  have  been  made  to  the  cabinet    year  1735,  by  lottery;  the  scheme  of  which  was  pub- 

and  library      A  list  is  annexed  of  those  to  whom  the  In-  '  lished  on  the  12th  of  July,  in  that  year,  and  was  as  fol- 

stitution  is  indebted  for  donations.*  |  lows. 

The  editors  of  several  of  the  city  papers  send  copies  I  Scheme  of  a  lottery  for  one  hundred  thousand  acres  of 

of  their  Gazettes  to  the  Institution,  for  which,  as  well  |  land  in  the  province  of  Pennsylvania. 


publishing  the   advertise 
the  thanks  of  the  Board  are 


as  for  their  liberality 
ments  of  the  Institution 
justly  due. 

The  I  reasurer's  account  shews  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures during  the  year. 

The  Board  conclude  their  report  with  feelings  of 
gratitude  to  Almighty  God  for  the  continued  blessing 
with  which  he  has  smiled  on  the  efforts  of  this  Institu- 
tion to  restore  to  the  intercourse  of  social  and  religious 
life,  a  portion  of  the  human  family  whom  his  mysterious 
Providence  had  apparently  consigned  to  all  the  mise- 
ries of  ignorance  of  his  existence,  and  of  their  own 
powers,  and  to  exclusion  from  the  occupations  and  en- 
joyments of  the  present  life,  and  the  anticipations  of 
that  which  is  to  come. 

By  order  of  the  Board. 

WM.  WHITE,  President. 

RoBEBT  Hare,  Jr.  Secretary. 

♦  Messrs.  Samuel  B.  Morris,  John  Pr.iy,  Samuel  R. 
Wood,  Alex.  Struthers,  Mitchell  Graham,  John  P.  En- 
gles,  John  Linton,  James  U.  Kerr,  Uobt.  T.  Evans, 
John  Gibson,  Capt.John  Phillips,  Mrs,  Hannah  Flfrcth, 
Mrg.  Hannah  Paleske,  Mrs.  Follin. 


The  honorable  the  proprietors  of  the  province  of 
Pennsylvania,  having  considered  a  proposal  made  to 
them  for  the  sale  of  one  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land, 
by  way  of  lottery,  and  finding  that  the  same  tends  to 
cultivate  and  impr;.ve  the  lands,  and  consequently  in- 
crease the  trade  and  riches  of  this  province;  and  also 
considering  that  many  families  are,  through  inadverten- 
cy, settled  on  lands  to  which  they  have  no  right,  but  by 
becoming  adventurers  in  such  a  lottery  may  have  an 
opportunity  of  securing  those  lands  and  settlements  at 
an  easy  rate,  to  themselves  and  their  posterity;  have 
therefore  agreed, 

1.  To  sell  by  way  of  lottery  100,000  acres  of  land, 
and  estimate  the  same  at  the  settled  price  of  fifteen 
pounds  ten  shillings,  current  money  of  this  province, 
for  one  hundred  acres,  which  amounts  unto  the  sum 
of  3^15,500 
And  that  the  same  be  purchased  by  the  sale 

of  7,750  tickets,   at  forty  shillings  each, 

which  likewise  amounts  to  15,500 

2.  That  whereas  a  quit  rent  of  one  half  penny  ster- 
ling for  every  acre,  (or  four  shillings  and  two  pence  for 
every  hundred  acres)  is  now  annually  reserved  on  all 
lands  granted  by  the  proprietors;  yet  for  the  particular 
benefit  and  advantage  of  the  adventurers  in  this  lottery, 
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no  more  than  one  shilling  sterling  shall  be  reserved  on  ] 
every  hundred  acres  of  the  said  100,000  acres  as  was  j 
agreed  to,  and  paid  by  the  first  purchasers  and  settlers  j 
in  the  province.  Tlie  reserviitiotis  as  to  mines  to  be  as 
usual;  that  is  to  say,  three-fifth  parts  of  all  royal  mine!;, 
and  one-fiftii  part  of  all  oilier  mines;  free  of  all  charges 
for  digging  and  refining  the  same. 

3.  'J'hat  the  tickets  to  be  delivered  to  the  adventur- 
ers be  expressed  in  the  words  following,  viz. 

This  ticket  entitles  the  bearer  to  whatever  prize  shall 
be  drawn  against  the  number  hereunto  prefixed,  in  the 
lottery  for  the  sale  of  one  hundred  thousand  acres  of 
land  in  the  province  of  Pennsylvania. 

4.  That  the  number  of  blanks  and  prizes  be  as  fol- 
loweth,  viz. 

Prizes  Acrfs. 

1  3000 

2  of  1500  acres  3000 
10  of  1000  10,000 
20  of    500                    10,000 

140  of    200  28.000 

150  of    100  15,000 

250  of      50  12,500 

720  of      25  18,000 


Benefits    1,293 
Blanks      6,45r 


Tickets     r,r50 


99,500 

200  first?  , 
300  l.s,  ^  '''•^^" 
— ^— —  f  besides  any 
100,000  I  other  prize 
-^  thntmaybe 
I  drawn  ag'st 
l^them. 

5  That  the  number  of  acres  the  adventurers  shall  be 
entitled  to,  may  be  laid  out  any  where  within  the  pro- 
vince, except  on  manors,  lands  already  surveyed,  or 
agreed  for  with  the  proprietors  or  their  agents,  or  that 
have  been  actually  settled  or  improved  before  the  date 
of  these  proposals;  provided  nevertheless,  that  such 
persons  who  are  settled  on  lands  without  warrants  for 
the  same,  and  that  may  be  entitled  to  prizes  either  by 
becoming  adventurers  themselves,  or  by  ])urchasing  of 
prize  tickets,  may  have  liberty  to  lay  their  rights  on  the 
lands  where  they  are  so  seated- 

6  and  7  Managers  appointed,  to  draw  the  lottery, 
publish  the  prizes,  &;c. 

8.  That  the  adventurers  entitled  to  prizes,  are  to 
bring  or  send  in  their  tickets  to  be  examined  with  the 
books  kept  by  the  managers,  that  certificates  of  the 
prizes  belonging  thereto  may,  by  any  one  of  th^  m,  be 
endorsed  thereon,  which  being  produced  at  the  Secre- 
tary's office,  warrants  shall  immediately  issue  to  the 
surveyor-general,  direciing  returns  to  be  made  accor- 
dingly ;  on  which  returns  patents  of  confirmation  sliall 
be  forthwith  granted,  on  the  usual  fees  to  the  several 
officers  concerned.  For  which  examination  and  certi- 
ficate two  shillings  and  no  more  sliall  be  paid. 

9,  That  any  person  having  a  right  to  sundry  small 
prizes,  may  have  them,  or  asmany  as  he  shall  choose, 
included  in  one  warrant,  or  a  large  prize  divided  into 
sm  iller  parts,  not  less  than  200  acres  in  one  psrcel,  and 
take  warran's  accordingly.  j 

10  That  for  the  more  eflTectual  securing  to  the  ad  j 
venturers  the  surveying  and  taking  up  of  lands  they 
may  be  entitled  to;  and  to  the  end  that  the  same  may 
be  laid  out  to  their  sat  sfaction  and  advantage;  it  is 
agreed  by  the  proprietors,  that  from  the  d  .te  of  these  ; 
proposals,  and  for  twelve  months  after  the  drawing  is  j 
finished,  no  warrants  shtdl  issue  for  the  taking  up  any  ) 
vacant  lands  within  the  province,  nor  that  any  lands! 
therein  be  surveyed,  except  only  on  former  contacts,  | 
and  warrants  that  have  issued,  or  lands  seated  and  im- 1 
proved  before  the  date  thereof.  i 

11.  rhat  the  lottery  be  drawn  in  public,  in  the  month  I 
of  December  or  January  next,  or  sooner,  if  the  whole  I 
number  of  tickets  shall  be  disposed  of  bef  ire  that  i 
time. 


Lastly,  Whereas  several  of  the  adventurers  may  be 
unacquainted  with  proper  places  whereon  to  locate 
their  prizes  they  will  be  entitled  to;  it  is  therefore  fur- 
ther agreed,  that  several  ti  acts  of  the  best  vacant  land 
shall  he  laid  out,  and  divided  into  lots,  for  all  prizes  not 
less  than  200  acres;  all  which  lots  shall  he  numbered, 
and  drafts  thereof  lodged  with  the  managers,  and  the 
surveyor  general.  The  prize  tickets  of  200  act es  and 
upwards,  (which  will  be  mix  d  with  the  other  prizes 
and  blanks)  are  likewise  to  be  numbered  on  ihe  inside 
thereof,  so  that  the  situation  of  all  such  prizes  will  be 
determined  at  the  same  time  that  the  tickets  are  drawn, 
by  corresponding  numbers  on  the  said  drafts;  exact 
registers  of  the  numbers  on  such  tickets  are  to  be  made 
with  the  daily  entries  of  prizes  drawn,  timt  the  adven- 
turers may,  on  examination,  know  what  lots  they  are 
entitled  to. 

But  for  the  further  satisfsclion  of  the  adventurers  en- 
titled to  such  prizes,  they  shall  have  the  choice  either 
of  abiding  by  their  respective  lots,  or  of  l'y''»S  ^-'leir 
rights  on  any  other  lands  within  the  jirovince,  as  is  pro- 
vided in  the  fifth  article.  And  sucii  of  the  adventurers 
as  shall  be  entitled  to  prizes  of  500  acres  and  upwards, 
may  have  them  subdivided  into  parcels  of  not  less  than 
200  acres,  by  regular  lines,  conformable  to  the  courses 
of  the  whole  tract,  and  take  either  one  or  more  of  those 
subdivisions. 

The  several  loca'ed  tracts  above  mentioned,  with  the 
usual  allowance  for  roads  and  highways,  shall  be  reserv- 
ed for  the  use  of  the  adventurers  twelve  months  after 
the  drawing  shall  be  finished,  and  no  longer;  that  is  to 
say,  six  monihsforthe  use  of  those  entitled  to  prizes  of 
200  acres  and  upwards;  but  if  they  do  not  within  that 
time  declare  to  the  said  managers  their  intention  of  tak- 
ing the  lots  that  fall  to  their  share,  any  adventurer, 
possessed  of  ot'ier  pi  izes,  may,  within  the  remaining  six 
months,  lay  their  rights,  by  regular  lines  as  aforesaid, 
on  such  appropriated  lots.— (Proprietary  papers.  No. 
197.) 

This  lottery  never  filled,  and  was  therefore  never 
drawn;  yet  as  many  tickets  were  sold;  they  became  the 
titles  to  lands.  But  the  surveys  were  made,  and  the 
lands  surveyed  were  for  a  long  time  kept  apart  from  the 
common  mass  of  property;  and  so  late  as  the  years  1769, 
and  1770,  we  find  wu-rants  of  acceptance  for  part  of 
these  lottery  lands,  on  special  terms-  Upon  insjiection 
of  the  warrant  book,  no  warrants  appear  to  have  is.sued 
for  more  than  a  year,  but  for  parts  of  oil  rights,  or  such 
as  were  founded  on  previous  settlements  and  improve- 
ments, on  former  agreements,  or  warrants  of  re-survey, 
as  promised  in  the  lottery  scheme. 

Of  the  law  of  improvements,  we  shall  speak  at  large 
in  another  part  of  this  note.  It  grew  up  from  a  very 
early  period,  by  the  acquiescence  of  the  proprietors, 
and 'their  officers.  In  this  lottery  scheme  they  are  re- 
cognized, and  excepted  from  other  appropruations,  al- 
though there  could  be  no  nece'-sity  arising  from  the 
shutting  of  the  land-offices  in  1735.  It  is  true,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  scheme,  improvers  are  spoken  of,  as 
persons  vvho  had  inadvertently  settled  on  lands  to  wh  ch 
they  had  no  right;  vet  they  were  never  disturbed,  al- 
though  some  of  the  public  acts  of  the  proprietors  seem 
to  discountenance  the  pr  .ctice.     It  had  however  taken 


so  deep 


that  at    his  period,  and  in  later  times,  it 


became  a  part  of  the  settled  law  of  the  board  of  proper- 
ty to  give  the  pretereiice  to  the  improver  in  every  case 
of  conflicting  rights.  .       ,.  i       .  r 

Improvements,  without  warrants,  did  not  form  part 
of  the  system  of  William  Penn;  nor  did  he  contemplate 
any  oth'  rkind  of  title,  than  legal  purchases  from  him- 
self. Thus,  in  1687,  one  Allen  had  seated  land  contra- 
ry  to  order,  and  without  being  surveyed.  He  was 
therefore  ordered  to  appear  before  the  commissioners, 
to  give  his  reasons  theref"!',  or  process  to  issue  ag.ainst 
him  in  the  proprietary's  name.  He  appeared  accord- 
ingly,  and  was  ordered  to  leave  it  in  a  reasonable  time, 
or  be  prosecuted.     Journal  F. 


316 


LAND  TITLES. 


[Mat 


November  23d,  1738,  thefullowing  proelamatiun  issued, 
by  the  proprietaries  of  tennsylvariia. 
Whereas  great  numbers  of  people  have  heretofore 
obtained  from  our  commissioners  of  proper  y  and  lately 
from  ourselves,  warrants  directed  to  our  surveyor-gen- 
eral, for  surveying  to  them  the  quantities  of  land  men- 
tioned in  their  respective  warrants,  for  which  they 
agreed  to  pay  to  us  the  consideration  money  and  quit- 
rents,  therein  specified  and  reserved,  with  express  con- 
ditions in  the  said  warrants  likewise  contained,  that  in 
case  the  persons  to  whom  the  said  lands  shcjuld  be  sur- 
veyed, did  not  fulfil  their  respective  agreements  within 
the  space  of  six  montlis  from  the  date  of  the  said  war- 
rants, that  then  the  said  surveys  were  to  be  void. 

And  whereas  many  persons  have  by  colour  of  the 
said  warrants  and  surveys,  possessed  themselves  of  the 
land  mcTitioned  in  the  said  warrants,  without  having 
complied  witli  any  part  of  the  conditions  upon  which 
they  obtained  the  same  within  the  time  therein  limited, 
by  reason  whereof  the  said  warrants  and  surveys,  and 
all  the  estate  thereby  intended  to  be  conveyed,  are  be- 
come utterly  void. 

And  whereas  others  under  pretext  of  leave  from  our 
commissioners,  and  some  without  any  leave,   licence, 
warrant,  or  other  authority  whatsoever,  have    entered 
into  the  possession  of  our  lands,  and   have  taken  upon 
them  to  transfi-r  their  claims,  under  the   name  of   ini 
provements,  to  others  for  considerable  sums  of  money, 
and  great  numbers  of  all  sorts  have  cleared  great  part  of 
the  land  upon  which  they  are  seated,  and  continue  to 
cut  down  and  destroy  the  timber,  without  any  regard  to 
our  property,  and  in  manifest  prejudice   of  our  right; 
so  that  we  might  legally  proceed  without  further  deiay, 
to  remove  all  such  persons  fiom  their  possessions;  yet 
in  consideration  of  tlie  hardships  which  many  of  the  per- 
sons might  suffer  in  the  winter  season,  should  tliey  now 
he  turned  out  of  their  (.Iweliings,  we  have  thought  fit  to 
give  this  public  notice  to  all  who  hold  any  of  our  lauds 
under  any   warrants   or  surveys,  or  pretended  assign- 
ments, or  under  pretence  of  a  possession  without  autho- 
rity as  aforesaid,  or  otherwise  howsoever,  who  have  not 
paid  any  consideration  money  for  the  same;  that  unless 
they  shall  before  the  first  day  of  March  next,   pay  unto 
our  receiver  general  the  consideration  money    which 
ought  to  he  paid  according  to  the  usage  of  our  land 
office,  for  the  lands  of  which  they  are  possessed  by  co- 
lour of  the  premises,  so  that  they  have  been  confirmed 
by  patent,  they  will  he  proceeded  against  according  to 
law,  in  order  to  be  removed  from  tlie'r  possessions;  and 
the  lands  from  whence  they  shall  be   removed,  will   be 
granted  to  such  as  will  pay  for,  and  improve  the  same. 
By  order  of  the  proprietaries,    ftiehard  Peters,  Sec'ry. 
That  this  call  upon  the  people  was  not  corri]died  with 
in  very   many   cases,  is  certain      That  any  measures 
were   pursued  to   remove  settlers  does  in   no  wise  ap- 
pear; and  but  a  httle  reflection  is  necessary  to  persuade 
any   one    that  proceedings  of  that   nature  woidd  have 
been  impracticable.     The  strong  presumption  is,there- 
foPe,  that  such   a  measure  never  was  attempted.     But 
to  this  period  we  trace  a  new  kind  of  warrant,  called  a 
Yacating  warrant.      These  warrants  recite,    "  That  a 
former  warrant  of  a  certain  date  had  been  granted  for 
the  land,  and  that  no   money  had  been  paid,  and  that 
the  warrantee  had  not  complied  with  tlie  terms."    'Ihe 
proprietors  therefore  vacate  the  old  warrant,  and  direct 
a  survey  to  be  made  of  the  land  to  the  new  warrantee, 
or  that   the  survey  already   made  be  returned  and  ac- 
cepted to  his  use,  (as  the  case  may  be. )     The  other  re- 
citals are  various  according  to  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing the  particular  case.     Sometimes  they  recite  trans- 
fers  from   the  original  warrantee;  but  in   muny  cases, 
where  no  money  was  paid,  there  are  no  recitals  which 
can  lead  to  any    facts   respecting    the    nature    of  the 
transaction,  or  enable  us  to  determine  precisely,   whe- 
ther in  any  case  such  vacating  warrant  issued  adversely. 
Jn  many  cases,  where  money  had  been  paid  on  account, 
such  payment  is  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  new  war- 
rantee^ whieh  coulij  not  have  been  done,  but  by  some 


compromise  with,  or  satisraction  to,  the  original  owner, 
manifestly  appearing  to  the  officers.  In  other  instances, 
a  mixed  kind  of  warrant  appears,  partaking  partly  of  a 
vacating  warrant, and  partly  of  a  warrant  of  acceptance: 
An  instance  of  this  latter  kind  is  here  given:  "Whereas  a 
warrant  dated  the  6th  day  of  January,  1737,  was  grant- 
ed to  Joseph  Scott  for  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  &c. 
but  the  said  J.  S.  did  not  comply  with  the  terms  of  the 
said  warrant,  whereby  the  same  became  void;  never- 
theless his  executors  took  upon  them  to  sell  the  said 
land  at  public  vendue,  &c-"  it  then  recites  that  the  pur- 
chaser procured  a  survey  to  be  made  to  H.  B.  "  who 
hath  humbly  requested  us  to  grant  him  a  warrant  for 
the  acceptance  of  the  said  survey,  and  we  favouring  his 
reque>t,  &c." 

There  is  but  one  case  on  this  subject,  the  lessee  of 
Robert  Lowrey,  v.  James  Gibson  in  Cumberland,  April 
1796,  before  Shippen  and  Yeates,  Justices.— MSS.  Re« 
ports. 

Ejectment  for  200  acres  of  land  in  Hopewell  town- 
ship, brought  in  the  common  pleas  to  October  term, 
1781. 

The  plaintiff  claimed  under  a  survey,  200  acres  made 
by  Thomas  Cookson,  D-  S.  on  the  11th  of  September, 
1744,  marked  "  surveyed  on  a  ticket,  warrant  to  be 
made  out,''  and  a  subsequent  warrant  to  the  lessor  of  - 
the  plaintiff  for  lUO  acres  of  land  in  Hopewell,  and  da- 
ted 18th  February,  1744 — 5.  Both  the  survey  and 
warrant  were  indorsed— vacated  and  rfcturiied  for  the 
use  of  George  Croghan, 

The  vacating  warrant  was  dated  22d  of  June,  1749, 
in  favour  ot  the  said  George  Croghan,  and  recited  that 
"the  conditions  of  the  former  warrant  had  not  been 
complied  with."  The  defendent  claimed  under  a  pa- 
tent issued  on  the  day  following  to  Croghan. 

It  did  not  appear,  that  any  money  had  been  paid  by 
Lowrey,  when  he  obtained  his  warrant,  or  that  he  had 
ever  been  in  the  actual  possession  of  the  lands  in  ques- 
tion. On  the  contrary,  it  was  sworn  by  one  witness, 
that  in  1779  he  wished  to  buy  the  lands  from  plaintiff, 
and  offered  him  100/  for  them,  if  he  could  make  him  a 
good  title;  and  inquired  of  hini  whether  he  had  not 
contracted  with  Croghan  for  the  tract,  to  which  he  re- 
plied in  the  affirmative,  but  that  he  had  received  from 
liim  only  6/.  '1  he  land  was  then  uncleared,  but  now  ali 
most  all  of  it  was  in  cultivation. 

The  plaintiff's  counsel  contended,  that  vacating  war- 
rants were  utterly  against  law, unless  preceded  by  an  ac-< 
tual  entry.  The  late  proprietaries  were  as  much  bound 
by  settled  legal  principles,  as  any  individuals.  No  pri. 
vate  person,  after  any  lapse  of  time,  however  great, 
could  annid  by  his  own  power,  a  contract  of  sale,  by  a 
memorandum  endorsed  thereon.  Warrants  to  survey 
lands,  recite  the  agreement  of  the  parties,  the  terms  of 
purchase,  and  the  time  of  payment.  Money  was  com- 
monly paid  on  the  issuing  ot  the  warrant,  and  so  the 
jury  would  presume  in  the  first  instance,  though  no' 
proof  w.as  given  of  it. 

At  all  events  a  warrant  effected  an  estate  or  con- 
dition, and  in  case  of  a  condition  broken,  the  law  was 
clear,  that  a  re-entry  was  necessary  to  defeat  the  first 
estate  granted,  Co.  Lit.  202,  b,  218,  a  b,  2  Black.Com. 
155.  Supposing  it  to  be  a  mere  agreement  for  the  sale 
of  lands,  the  vendor,  after  he  had  contracted  to  sell, 
stands  in  trust  for  the  vendee.  The  maxim  in  equity  is 
clearly  estabUshed,  that  what  ought  to  be  done, shall  be 
taken  as  done.  3  P.  Wms.  215.  3  Black.  Com.  438.  2 
Vez.  631.  638.  and  a  covenant  for  a  valuable  considera- 
tioln,s,in  equity, tantamount  to  a  conveyance.  Powel  on 
Dev.  594.  Where  there  is  a  condition  for  the  pay- 
ment of  money,  the  court  will  grant  relief  1  Stra, 
453.  If  paid  with  interest  it  is  sufficient,  1  Fonb.  388. 
Tiie  prevailing  distinction  in  equity,is  to  relieve  against 
conditions,  as  well  precedent,  as  subsequent,  where 
oonipensution  can  be  made.  1  Eq.  abr.  108.  Ambl. 
511.  514.  1  Salk.  156  1  Chan.  ca.  49.  96.  12  mod. 
184-  2  Vern.  222.  366.  594.  But  this  condition  Is 
not  precedent  to  the  vesting  of  the  estate.     It  is  similar 
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to  the  case  in  Gilb.  Eq.  Rep.  43.  Free.  Chan. 
387,  S.  C. 

The  clause  usual  in  all  warrants,  that  "  in  case  the 
party  fulfils  his  agreement  wilhin  six  months  from 
the  date,  the  warrant  and  survey  shall  be  valid,  other- 
wise void,"  has  never  been  construed  with  the 
strictness  contended  fi.r  by  the  defendant:  and  if  such 
was  the  law,  the  most  pernicious  consequences  might 
ensue  to  the  community.  A  custom  to  vacate  warrants 
has  never  existed,  where  surveys  have  been  made  on 
them;  and  such  warrants  have  never  prevailed,  unless 
by  the  agreement  of  the  p.<rty  who  took  out  tue  first 
riglit. 

The  defendant's  counsel  argued,  that  whatever  eflTect 
the  words  of  a  warrant  might  have,  the  fact  was  noto- 
rious, that  many  valuable  titles  depended  on  vacating 
warrants,  which  it  would  be  highly  dangerous  now  to 
unsettle.  The  late  proprietaries,  as  lords  of  the  soil, 
granted  their  lands  in  their  own  mode,  and  in  many  in- 
stances adopted  the  practice  of  issuing  vacating  war- 
rants. The  proof  of  particular  equitable  circumstances, 
inducing  them  thereto,  cannot  reasonably  be  expected 
after  a  great  lapse  of  time.  I'hey  will  be  presumed  af- 
ter a  length  of  years  and  possession.  Livery  and  seizin 
shall  be  presumed  after  a  possession  of  twenty  five 
years.   12  Vin.  126. 

Cases  have  occurred  of  warrants  having  been  grant- 
ed where  no  money  has  been  paid,though  it  is  admitted 
they  are  rare;  but  from  no  proof  being  given  of  such 
payment,  the  jury  should  not  conclude  there  was  no 
money  paid. 

Though  an  individual  cannot  by  his  own  act  defeat  a 
purchase  made  from  him,  yet  chancery  would  not  de- 
cree tlie  specific  execution  of  a  stale  agreement;  and 
hence  it  is,  that  warrants  and  locations  not  pursued  up 
with  proper  diligence,  will  not  give  a  title  to  lands. 
One  coming  to  be  relieved  against  a  forfeiture,  must 
claim  within  a  reasonable  time,  1  Vern.  450.  One  co- 
nusant of  his  right, suffering  another  to  build  on  his  land, 
shall  be  postponed,  2  Alk.  89.  A  detective  estate 
shall  not  be  aided  against  one  who  has  the  estate 
good  consideration. 

The  court  recommended  to  the  counsel  to  state  the 
case,  in  order  that  the  legal  point  respecting  vacating 
warrants  might  be  solemnly  settled  in  bank;  but  they 
declined  it  on  each  side. 

The  court  then  summed  up  the  evidence  to  the  jury, 
and  premised,  tii.t  in  all  case  where  there  had  been 
great  length  of  possession,  and  improvements  made  un- 
der a  complete  legal  title,  the  jury  should  be  very  cau- 
tious before   they  find  a  verdict  against  such  person. 

As  to  vacating  warrants,  many  titles  depended  on 
them.  Whether  the  common  provisions  in  warrants, 
that  "  If  the  agreement  was  not  fulfilled  in  six  months; 
the  wairant  and  survey  should  be  void,"  were  limita- 
tions or  conditions,  the  court  would  not  now  determine; 
nor  what  was  the  strict  legal  operation  of  such  war- 
rants, giving  a  surveyor  an  authority  to  survey  %nd 
make  return  of  lands.  Certainly  the  party  in  whose 
favour  the  warrant  issued,  might  abandon  his  claim,  and 
forfeit  it  by  great  laches,  or  neglect;  or,  in  those  early 
times,  sell  and  transfer  it  by  parol.  Where  one  has 
trifled,  or  shewn  a  backwardness  in  performing  his  part 
of  the  agreement,  ciiancery  will  not  decree  a  specific 
execution.  So  where  a  contract  has  lain  dormant  many 
years. 

When  a  warrant  right,  therefore,  has  not  been  pur- 
sued within  a  reasonable  time,  owing  to  such  circum- 
stances as  have  been  before  stated, or  of  a  like  kind, the 
proprietary  officers  pursued  the  custom  of  issuing  va- 
cating warrants,  and  such  power,  in  the  settlement  of  a 
young  country,  was  absolutely  necessary  for  the  com- 
mon welfare.  It  was  not  the  usage  to  grant  them,  un- 
less after  full  inquiry, and  the  special  equitable  circum- 
stances thus  ascertained,  were  never  recited  in  the  va- 
cating warrants.  The  proprietaries  were  not  in  the 
habit  of  hunting  for  forfeitures,  or  of  strictly  exacting 


them.  Some  proof  of  a  sale  by  Lowry  to  Croghan,ha9 
been  produced;  but  from  the  length  of  time  since  the 
transaction  iiappened.it  would  be  reasonable  to  presume 
some  grounds  on  which  the  vacating  warrant  issued,  if 
no  sucli  evidence  had  been  given.  I'he  law  greatly  fa- 
vours a  long  possession,  and  it  is  f\».ir,just,  and  legal,  to 
presume  a  contract  of  tiie  plaintiff  with  Croglian,  with- 
out positive  testimony.  An  act  of  parliament  may  be 
presumed;  a  grant  may  be  presumed  from  great  length 
of  possession,  Cowp.  215.  No  evidence  has  been  gi- 
ven  of  any  collusion  between  tl;e  proprietary  officers 
and  Croghan. 

Supposing,  however,  the  complete  legal  right  of  the 
defendent  out  of  the  question,  and  that  he  relied  solely 
on  his  possession,  and  those  who  preceded  him,  how 
would  the  case  stand?  The  sin-vty  was  made  on  a 
ticket,  previous  to  the  plaintiff's  warrant,  which  does 
not  appear  to  have  been  accepted  in  the  proper  office, 
whether  he  paid  money  on  his  warrant,  or  not,  of  which 
there  is  nti  evidence.  If  he  did  not  with  due  diligence 
follow  up  his  warrant,  lay  by  37  years  before  he 
brought  his  ejectment  (which  is  near  15  years  ago;) 
took  no  possession,  nor  did  any  act  of  ownership,  but 
silently  permitted  others  to  improve  the  soil  by  their 
labour,  he  cannot  now  expect  to  succeed  on  any  princi- 
ple of  law  or  equity.     Verdict  for  defendant. 

But  that  the  cases  are  rare  in  which  warrants  issued 
without  the  money  being  paid,  as  stated  by  the  defen- 
dant's counsel,  in  the  foregoing  case,  cannot  be  admit- 
ted. On  the  other  hand  they  will  be  found  to  be  very 
numerous;  and  are  of  two  classes:  Such  as  issued  with 
the  proprietors's  knowledge  and  consent,  expressed;  in 
which  cases  an  entry  will  appear,  in  the  margin  of  the 
warrant,  "By  special  order, " — and  such  as  went  out 
without  such  consent  expressed,  for  reasons  which  per- 
haps cannot  be  ascertained. 

There  is  a  large  number  of  warrants  in  the  office  in 
a  situation  s'ill  moie  singular;  many  which  have  never 
been  acted  on.  and  others  which  have;  and  which  form 
the  basis  of  many  titles,  We  allude  to  such  as  have  ne- 
ver been  signed  by  the  governor,  whose  signature  was 
necessary.  For  one  class  of  warrants  under  this  circum- 
stance, the  lecords  of  the  Board  of  Property  furnish  a 
satisfactory  reason;  and  as  some  titles  may  depend  up- 
on it,  the  explanation  becomes  indispensable. 

In  the  year  1755,  a  warrant  issued  for  lands  on  the 
Juniata,  in  the  name  of  Barnaby  Barnes.  It  was  not 
signed,  nor  any  money  paid  upon  it.  A  survey  was 
however  made  upon  it,  which  was  not  returned,  until 
a  subsequent  warrant  was  applied  for,  and  issued,  for 
the  same  land,  on  which  money  was  paid;  and  it  came 
before  the  Board  of  Property, on  a  contest  between  the 
two  warrantees,  for  decision,  as  to  which  warrant  the 
survey  should  be  returned,  on  the  15th  of  May,  1768. 
The  Board  decided,  (Governor  John  Penn  being  pre- 
sent,) that  Barnaby  Barnes's  warrant  was  in  the  same 
situation  as  that  of  many  others  in  Governor  Morris's 
time;  they  were  made  out  and  entered  in  the  warrant 
book  in  the  secretary's  office,  and  sent  to  him  to  sign, 
but  were  never  signed  by  him.  They  therefore  held 
Barnes's  warrant  to  be  the  first  appropriation  of  the 
land,  and  confirmed  it  accordingly.  Minute  book  1, 
page  121.  The  patent  issued,  but  the  warrant  was 
never  in  the  Surveyor  General's  oflice.  The  pr(>prie- 
tor  did  not  permit  any  person  to  be  injured  by  the  ne- 
gligence of  his  own  deputy.  Robert  Hunter  Morris  was 
governor  from  liie  beginning  of  October,  1734,  until 
about  the  20th  of  August,  1756. 

'I  he  foregoing  being  a  case  in  which  the  warrant  was 
not  only  unsigned,  but  on  which  no  money  was  paid,  is 
in  opposition  to  the  sentiments  of  the  court  in  the  lesse 
of  Uaniel  Gripe  v-  the  Kev.  David  Baird,  Huntingdon, 
May  1803,  before  Ycatesand  Smith,  justices,  iM.SS.  Re- 
ports; in  wiiich  the  remarkable  fact  of  Governor  Mor- 
ris's negligence  In  signing  warrants,  w.as  cither  not 
known  or  not  mentioned;  although  the  plaintiff's  war- 
rant was  exactly  in  the  same  situation,  having  been  is- 
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sued  in  Governor  Morris's  time.     The  case  was  as  fol- 
lows: 

The  plaintiff  claimed  under  a  warrant  issued  to  Sa- 
muel Smith,  for  one  hundred  acres,  in,  &c.  dated  3<i  of 
February,  1755,  upon  which  a  survey  of  one  hundred 
and  eighteen  acres  and  allowance  was  made  on  the  3d 
of  December,  1774,  by  Thomas  Smith,  D   S. 

The  original  warrant  directed  to  Richard  Tea,  the 
former  deputy  surveyor  of  the  district,  and  indorsed  by 
T.  Smitli,  "Executed  3d  December,  1774,  Spring' mea- 
dow," together  with  other  office  copies  of  the  warrant, 
were  severally  imsigned  bj'  the  Governor. 

Mr.  Smith  was  examined  as  a  witness,  and  proved 
that  it  was  the  uniform  practice  of  succeeding  deputy 
surveyors  to  execute  warrants  directed  to  their  prede- 
cessors, without  a  new  direction  for  th.at  purpose,  and 
such  surveys  had  been  invariably  received  in  the  Sur- 
veyor General's  office;  but  having  made  the  survey, 
Mr.  Smith  declined  sitting  as  a  judge  in  the  cause. 

After  the  testimony  was  closed,  Yeates  J.  interrupt- 
ed the  defendant's  counsel,  wlio  were  openin."-  their  de- 
fence. He  said  Judge  Smith's  testimony  had  fully  ob- 
viated one  difficulty  which  presented  itself  respecting 
the  survey;  but  he  thought  it  impossible  to  support  the 
survey,  unless  the  original  warrant  liad  been  s'gned  by 
the  Governor  for  the  time  being,  as  the  chief  commis- 
sioner of  the  Board  of  Property,or  money  had  been  paid 
thereon  to  the  Receiver  General.  The  objection,  how- 
ever, appearing  to  be  a  surprise  on  the  plaintiff's  coun- 
sel, which  they  were  unprepared  to  meet  or  answer,  a 
juror  was  withdrawn  by  consent. 

The  case  came  on  again,  before  the  same  judges,  in 
Miy  1805,  when  a  credit  was  produced  from  the  Re- 
ceiver General's  books  for  £5,  on  account  of  tlie  war- 
rant; and  it  was  admitted  to  be  an  authority  to  survey 
the  lands,  as  the  party  had  complied  with  the  contract 
on  his  part.  But  a  verdict  was  found  for  the  defendant 
on  other  grounds.      MSS.  Rep. 

In  bringing  togeth-r  so  great  a  number  of  facts, 
it  is  impossible  to  avuid  some  repetition;  nor  can  the  or- 
der of  time  be  distinctly  observed;  this  part  of  the  note 
is,  as  it  is  called,  entirely  miscellaneous;  and  perhaps  as 
irregular  as  the  subject. 

It  must  have  been  observed,  that  in  Barnabv  Barnes's 
case,  a  survey  made  on  a  warrant,  which  was  not  only 
unsigned,  but  no  money  paid,  nor  tlie  survey  returned, 
was  no;  for  any  of  these  reasons  considered  to  be  ille- 
gal; but  w.as  adopted,  as  being  the  first  appropriations 
of  the  land  by  the  Governor,  who  was  himself  one  of  the 
proprietaries,  and  the  whole  Board  of  Property,  in  op- 
position to  a  regular  warrant  and  money  paid.  It  is  was 
true  the  warrant  issued  in  Governor  MoVris's  time,  who 
appears  generally,  to  have  neglected  to  put  his  signa- 
ture to  the  warrants,  without  which  they  could  not  be 
entered  with  the  Suiveyor  General. 

It  also  appears  by  the  recital  of  a  verv  great  number 
of  vacating  warrants,  wliere  surveys  were  made,  that  no 
money  was  paid,  so  that  the  practice  must  have  been 
pretty  general. 

In  coming  down  to  Secretary  William  Peters's  time, 
in  1762,  we  find  certificates  delivered  tliat  warrants  had 
issued,  when  none  had,  nor  can  be  found;  and  no  mo- 
ney was  paid.  Yet  we  find  surveys  made  on  these,  which 
were  legalized  in  Mr.  Secretary  Tilghman's  time,  by 
warrants  of  acceptance.  These  entries  on  the  warrant 
books,  where  tlie  warrants  did  not  formerly  issue,  in 
1762  and  1763,  have  been  likened  to  applications'  to 
which  they  bear  no  correct  resemblance.  Certificates 
were  printed  for  the  purpose  of  being  sent  into  the 
country,  upon  which  the  siu-veys  were  made;  and  it  ra- 
ther appears  to  have  been  a  plan  adopted  by  the  sf-cre- 
tary,  (however  irregularly  and  improperly,  certainly  not 
improvidently,  in  the  technical  sense  of  the  word,")  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  people  who  were  willing  to 
settle  in  a  remote  and  mountainous  country,  and  proba- 
bly could  not  aflTord  to  pay  down  even  the  price  of 


a  single  case  coming  before  a  court  of  justice,  without 
a  view  of  the  extent  of  a  particular  practice;  tliat  com- 
plexion would  be  changed  by  proof  of  such  frequency 
in  the  mode,  as  evidently  to  shew  it  to  have  been  inten- 
tional, and  the  deliberate  act  of  the  proprietary's  own 
atjent.  And  it  is  further  presumed,  that  the  special  in- 
structions given  to  the  deputy  surveyors,  at  a  subse- 
quent period,  not  to  make  any  surveys,  but  upon  or- 
ders from  the  Surveyor  General,  for  the  future,  looked 
back  to  thisirregdlar  practice,  and  impliedly  recogniz- 
ed it.  So,  with  respect  to  warrants  which  issued  in  ve- 
ry great  numbers,  without  money  paid;  the  same  mode 
of  reasoning  would  apply.  The  practice  was  too  com- 
mon. The  mischief  of  declaring  such  warrants  void, 
would  be  extensive;  nor  would  it  be  for  tlie  benefit  of 
the  commonwealth,  that  they  should  be  declared  void. 

But  it  is  our  duty  to  exhibit  every  bearing  of  eyeiy 
crise;  to  give  the  practice  of  the  country  as'it  was  or  is. 
The  legislature  and  the  courts  alone  can  establish  sys- 
tems. 

In  the  lessee  of  Bernard  Dougherty  v.  John  Piper, 
Bedford,  November,  1801,  before  Yeates  and  Smith, 
justices,  (MSS.  Reports,)  which  was  an  ejectment  for 
108  acres,  and  152  perches,  in  Coleraine  township. 

The  plaintiff  claimed  under  a  slight  improvement  of 
some  adjacent  land,  made  by  James  Wells,  who  sold  to 
Edward  Logston,  on  the  16th  of  January,  1765.  Logs- 
ton  conveyed  to  Dougherty,  on  the  26th  of  the  same 
month. 

He  offered  in  evidence  a  copy  of  an  original  warrant 
in  his  own  name,  dated  17th  of  April,  1766,  for  250 
acres,  including  his  improvement,  which  he  purchased 
of  Edward  Logston,  wlio  purchased  of  James  AVells,  ly- 
'ng  on  a  branch  of  Juniata,  called  Piper's  run,  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Flag-bottom,  about  14  miles  from 
Bedford.  Interest  to  commence  from  1st  of  March, 
1762;  on  tliis  warrant  was  endorsed  a  direction,  under 
the  signature  of  John  Lukens,  then  Surveyor  General, 
to  Richard  Tea,  deputy  surveyor,  to  execute  the  war-  _ 
ant;  also,  in  the  hand  writing  of  the  said  Richard  Tea, 
'  Executed,  November  11th,  1766,  293  1-4,  as  record- 
ed by  R.  Tea." 

The  plaintiff  likewise  offered  the  draught  of  survey 
made  by  the  said  Tea,  on  the  11th  of  November,  1766, 
containing  293  1-4  acres. 
I  To  the  reading  of  these  papers  to  the  jury,  the  de- 
fendant's counsel  excepted:  and  produced  a  certificate 
from  Samuel  Cochran,  Suiveyor  General,  that  no  such 
orifjinal  warrant,  nor  any  traces  therereof,  could  be 
found  in  his  office;  a  second  certificate  from  Francis 
Johnson,  Receiver  General,  that  no  money  appeared  in 
his  office,  to  have  been  paid  thereon;  and  a  third  cer- 
tificate from  David  Kennedy,  Secretary  of  the  Land  Of- 
fice, that  the  original  warrant  then  remained  in  his  of- 
fice. 

It  likewise  appeared,  by  the  testimony  of  Mr-  Justice 
Smith,  that  during  the  period  in  which  William  Peters 
acted  as  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office,  some  complaints 
existed,  as  to  issuing  warrants,  where  they  had  not  been 
paid  for,  but  that  all  these  irregularities  were  cured,  | 
when  James  Tilghman  came  into  that  office. 

By  the  Court.  Let  the  warrant  and  survey  be  re- 
ceived in  evidence.  Their  operation  will  be  judged  of 
afterwards.  It  will  be  rememberer!, that  the  warrantee 
his  not  conveyed  his  right  to  any  other  person;  and  the 
warrant  lias  issued  from  the  office  improuide. 

The  residue  of  the  case  goes  to  other  points,  not  ap- 
plicable here. 

Again,  in  the  lessee  of  .lohn  Nicholas,  and  others,  v. 
William  and  John  Holliday,  Huntingdon,  MaJ',  If 
before  the  same  judges.  MSS.  Rep-irts  on  an  eject- 
ment for  200  arres  ofland  in  Frankstown  township. 

The  plaintiff  claimed  under  a  warr.int  to  Edward 
Nicholas,  for  150  acres,  including  his  improvement, 
about  one  mile  and  a  half  from  the  forks  of  Frankstown 
branch  of  Juniata,  in  Cumberhuid  county,  dated  6th  of 


warrant — And  whatever  complexion  might  be  given  to  'September,  1762,' on  which  £7  10s.  was  paid  into  the 
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office  of  the  Receiver  General,  and  a  survey  thereon,  of  j 
199  acres  and  17  perches,  made  25th  of  May,  1765,  by 
Samuel  Finlaj',  who  acted  under  Richard  Tea,  the  sur- 
veyor of  the  district. 

The  defendants  set  up  a  defence  under  the  copy  of 
an  application  entered  in  the  Land  Office,  in  warrant 
book,  'I",  on  the  3d  of  Maich,  1763,  in  the  name  of 
James  Haldane,  for  300  acres,  on  the  south  side  of  the 
middle  fork  of  the  Krankstown  branch,  including  a  dry 
draft  above  the  hill,  which  closes  in  and  stops  the  pas- 
sage on  that  side  of  the  creek,  in  Cumberland  county; 
also  on  a  like  application,  entered  on  the  same  d;iy,  in 
the  name  of  Timothy  M'Kinley,  for  300  acres,  (describ- 
ed as  above,)  about  a  mi'e  and  a  half  above   the  draft. 

Two  warrants  appeared  to  have  issued  on  the  same 
3d  of  March,  1763,  to  Haldane  and  M'Kinley,  describ- 
ing the  lands  as  in  their  respective  applications.  They 
were  both  directed  to  Thomas  Smitii,  with  t!ie  follow- 
ing' indorsements,  signed  by  John  Lukens,  Surveyor- 
General.  "  It  is  supposed  the  land  for  which  this  war- 
rant was  granted,  interferes  with  prior  warrants.  Exe- 
cute this  warrant  on  lands  left  out  by  prior  warrants, 
and  make  return  into  my  office." 

Copies  of  Siu'veys  made  by  Richard  Tea,  in  pursu- 
ance of  these  warrants,  on  the  18th  of  May  1765,  were 
offered  to  be  read  in  evidence,  the  one  for  Haldane 
containing  301  acres  the  other  for  M'Kinley,  containing 
287  acres,  which  appeared  to  be  returned  into  the 
Surveyor  General's  office,  on  the  seventh  of  March, 
1767. 

These  applications,  warrants  and  surveys,  were  op- 
posed as  evidence,  by  the  plaintiff's  coimcil.  As  grounds 
of  objection,  they  showed  a  certificate  from  the  Survey- 
or General,  that  there  were  no  warrants  in  his  office  to 
Haldane  and  M'Kinley,  but  that  certified  copies  of  the 
applications  were  filed  therein,  as  of  the  date  of  14th  of 
July,  1794.  Another  certificate  from  the  Heceiver- 
General,  that  no  money  appeared  to  have  been  p  lid  in 
his  office,  either  on  the  application  of  Haldane  or  M'Kin- 
ley. Also  two  surveys  by  Thomas  Smith,  made  on  the 
2d 

243  acres,  and  the  other  for  M'Kinley,  containing  202  3-4 
acres. 

They  contended  that  an  application  for  a  warrant  was 
no  authority  to  survey  lands  in  1763.  The  papers  pro- 
duced were  mere  copies  from  the  warrant  book,  and  it 
is  well  known,  that  the  introduction  of  locations,  or  ap- 
plications as  grounds  of  survey,  did  not  obtain  until  Au-  "'"'"-  ■■»■;  — pg—  -  -■  --'  ,-:;  ""  .- ■  -"  "■  ''\ 
gust,  1766,  in  the  proprietary  Land  Office-  (This  is  a  ^  ^^^^  °f  1=^"'^'  ^"^  ^"^^  requmng  the  Surveyor-General 
^  -      ■      ,f  a  year,  as  apphcations  originated  o,*!  the  east    ^It^^'^^l}^  ^]^^^' ^.ifr^l"^^^^^^^:^^^: 


It  appeared  in  the  course  of  the  trial,  that  Haldane 
and  M'Kinley  had  in  June,  1764,  conveyed  their  respec- 
tive warrants  to  John  Little,  and  Richard  lea,  in  con- 
sideration of  £  5,  and  that  the  defendant,  Wdliam  Holli- 
day,  on  the  25th  of  April,  1774,  had  entered  into  an 
agreement  for  500  acres,  part  thereof,  at  20  a.  per 
acre. 

After  the  cause  bad  been  fully  argued,  the  court 
charged  the  jury,  that  it  was  obvious  the  application 
for  a  warrant  in  1973,  before  the  system  of  locations 
was  adopted,  did  not  authorize  a  survey.  Neither 
coidd  a  warrant  directed  to  Mr.  Smith,  justify  a  survey 
and  return  by  Tea,  unless  by  the  authority  of  the  for- 
mer. Tiie  act  was  inofficial.  It  is  true  the  late  pro- 
prietaries might  bind  themselves  by  warrants  issued  in 
a  new  mode;  but  this  departure  from  the  usual  forms  of 
the  Land  Office,  must  be  shown  to  have  been  intentional 
by  strong  and  cogent  proof;  otherwise  the  transaction 
would  give  just  cause  of  suspicion  of  unfair  practice; 
and  it  is  clear,  that  the  proprittaries  officers  could  not, 
by  such  unusual  procedure,  divest  or  affect  the  interest 
of  grantees  claiming  under  prior  rights,  who  had  paid 
their  money  in  confidence  of  such  contract. 

It  may  be  remarked,  on  the  above  case,  that  it  was 
not  the  usual  practice  to  transmit  the  warrants,  al- 
though sealed  and  signed,  into  the  Surveyor-General's 
office,  until  the  money  was  paid;  although  they  have 
been  both  signed  and  sealed  before  the  money  was  paid, 
and  even  this  was  contrary  to  usual  practice  to  annex 
the  seal  before  the  money  paid.  But  although  the  war- 
rant for  tiiese  reasons,  was  not  filed  in  the  Surveyor- 
General's  office,  yet  it  is  evident  he  assented  to  its  go- 
ing out,  by  his  special  directions  upon  it,  and  two  of  the 
three  officers  of  the  Land  Office,  must  have  been  fully 
aware  of  the  facts.  It  is  moreover  not  universally  true, 
that  unpaid  warrants  were  not  deposited  in  the  Surveyor- 
General's  office.  The  instances  to  the  contrary  are  nu- 
merous. 

It  has  been  already  staled  that  there  are  a  great  num- 
ber of  warrants  of  acceptance,  which  recite  " — \\  hereas, 


2d  of  December,  1774,  the  one  for  Haldane,  containing    by  our  consent  and  direction,  a  survey  was  made,  &c." 

■   '         ■       "     "  •   •       '      But  there  are  no  entries  to  establish  the  fact  of  consent. 

In  tlie  lessee  of  Benjamin  Klli  tt,  v.  Jacob  Bonnet, 
Bedford,  November,  1801,  before  Yeates,  J.  MSS.  Re- 
ports. The  defendant  produced  a  warrant  of  accept- 
ance, dated  26th  of  May,  1763,  issued  in  favor  of  George 
Croghan;  reciting,  that  by  our  consent  and  direction, 
here  was  surveyed  in  1755,  by  John  Armstrong,  D.  S. 


mistake  o 

side  of  Susquehanna,  in  1765.) 

The  warrants  must  have  issued  fraudulently,  or  im- 
providently.  No  warrants  ever  issued  without  money 
being  previously  paid,  or  without  reciting  a  considera- 
tion, as  services  performed.  Sec.  But  granting  to  these 
warrants  a  degree  of  validity  to  which  they  are  not  en- 
titled, what  authority  had  Richard  Tea,  to  execute 
them?  He  could  not  legally  act  without  a  deputation. 
But  they  were  specially  directed  to  Thomas  Smith,  and 
he  is  interdicted  expressly  from  surveying  any  lands 
which  might  interfere  with  prior  warrants,  which  he 
certainly  would  not  have  done,  if  he  had  known  the 
true  state  of  the  facts.  The  very  execution  of  the  war- 
rants by  Mr.  Smith,  was  an  abandonment  of  the  former 
surveys,  supposed  to  have  been  made  by  Tea.  They 
were  not  warrants  of  re-survey.  'I'o  afford  a  feeble 
prop  to  the  inofficial  surveys  by  Tea,  copies  of  the  ap 
plications  are  surreptitiously  thrust  into  tlie  Surveyor- 
General's  office,  as  of  July,  1794. 

By  the  court.   Tlie  papers  offered,  come  before  the 


office.  The  survey  offered  in  evidence  was  dated  in 
1755,  wi.h  the  signature  of  John  Armstrong,  D.  S.  but 
without  specifying  any  authority  under  which  it  was 
made,  and  was  received  in  evidence  after  opposition, 
being  called  for  in  the  warrant  of  acceptance. 

The  judge,  in  his  charge,  told  the  jury,  that  for  any 
thing  that  appeared,  this  survey  was  an  inofficial  act, 
made  without  authority.  The  recital  of  it  in  the  war- 
rant of  acceptance,  as  made  by  the  consent  and  direc- 
tion of  the  proprietaries,  cannot  legitimate  it,  as  against 
the  plaintiff,  and  those  claiming  under  him.  The  reci- 
tal is  evidence  against  the  late  proprietaries  and  those 
claiming  under  them  by  subsequent  conveyances,  but 
not  against  those  holding  under  an  earlier  right. 

This  case  will  be  again  cited  for  other  purposes. 

But  although,  generally,  a  survey  would  not  be  con- 
sidered legal  without  authority,  yet  a  particular  custom 
to  make  surveys  without  warrant,  upon  payment  of  mo- 
ney to  tlie  deputy-surveyors,  has  been  esiablished  by  so. 
lemn  decision.      A  single  case  will  elucidate  the  whole 


court  in  a  very  questionable  guise,  and  wear  a  suspicious    law  upon  this  point. 

appearance.     But   let  them   be  read,  as  was  done  last  I      Lessee  of  George  Woods,  v.  John  Galbreath,  Ciim- 

circuit  court,   at  Bedford,    in  Dougherty's  lessee,  v.  !  berland.  May,  1798,  before  Shippen  and  Yeates,  justices 

Piper,  in  a  case  resembling  the  present.   We  will  judge     MSS.  Reports. 

of  their  legal  operation;  and  facts  will  arise  on  them,  of       Ejectment  for  70  acres  of  land,  iu  West    Pennsbo- 

which  the  jury  arc  the  constitutional  judges.  '       '  rough  township. 
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The  plaintiff  claimed  the  lands  under  an  early  settle- 
ment made  on  tliem  in  1744,  b\'  his  father  James  Woods. 
Two  surveys  made  by  George  Smith,  a  deputy  employ- 
ed by  Thomas  Cookson,  deputy  surveyor  of  the  district, 
in  1745,  said  to  contain  235J  acres,  and  allowance, 
without  warrant.  A  receipt  of  Lynford  Lardner,  Re- 
ceiver General,  for  £17  18s.  on  account  of  lands  in 
Pennsborough  township,  by  the  hands  of  I  homas  Cook- 
son,  dated  24th  May,  1746.  A  second  receipt  of  Ed- 
mund Physic,  Receiver  General,  for  SOL,  on  account  of 
his  land  in  the  said  township;  a  warrant  to  himself  for 
235  acres,  including  his  improvement,  and  a  survey  made 
by  Thomas  Cookson's  deputy  in  1745,  for  his  father, 
and  a  re-survey  by  William  Lyon,  thereon,  containing 
258  acres  and  32  perches,  on  the  31st  of  October,  1771, 
and  his  father's  wdl. 

The  defendant  claimed  under  a  warrant  to  his  father, 
James  Galbraith,  for  150  acres,  adjoining  his  dwelling 
plantation,  dated  15th  of  April,  1763;  a  survey  thereon 
of  222  acres  and  127  perches,  on  the  2d  of  June,  1763; 
a  patent  dated  12th  November,  1763,  and  his  father's 
will. 

On  a  caveat  filed  by  James  Galbreath  against  the  ac- 
ceptance of  Wood's  survey,  the  board  of  property,  on 
a  hearing,  on  the  29th  of  May,  1775,  rejected  part  of 
the  original  survey,  the  same  being  said  not  to  have  been 
returned,  and  made  without  warrant,  he  having  no  im- 
provement tliereon. 

The  plaintiff  offered  William  Lyon  as  a  witness  to 
prove  the  general  usage  of  the  Land  Office,  and  ot  the 
deputy  surveyors  in  that  district,  in  early  times,  in  mak- 
ing surveys  without  warrants,  agreeably  to  instructions 
received  from  the  secretary  of  the  Land  Office,  on  5L 
per  hundred  acres,  being  paid  to  such  deputies,  besides 
the  surveying  fees.  That  surveys  tlius  made  had  uni- 
formly been  sanctioned  by  the  commissioners  of  pro- 
perty: and  that  many  titles  to  valuable  estates  depend 
on  surveys  of  this  nature,  subsequent  warrants  having 
usually  been  taken  out  by  the  deputy  surveyors,  to 
whom  the  money  had  been  paid. 

'I'he  defendant's  counsel  objected  thereto,  and  insist- 
ed that  such  usage  could  not  with  propriety,  be  receiv- 
ed in  evidence.  Surveys  made  without  the  proper  and 
usual  authorities,  were  mere  private  acts,  and  could  con- 
fer no  right  whatever.  The  defendant  claims  under  a 
patent  near  35  years  old.  This  very  point  was  deter- 
mined between  the  same  parties  on  a  former  trial  in  this 
court  on  the  1st  of  June,  1781,  and  M'Kean,  C.  J. 
then  held,  that  a  survey  under  such  circumstances  gave 
no  title,  and  was  wholly  invalid;  and  the  plaintiff  there- 
upon suffered  a  nonsuit. 

The  plaintiff's  counsel  answered,  that  true  it  was, 
such  was  the  event  of  the  former  cause,  and  such  were 
sentiments  of  the  court  shortly  after  the  Revolution,  and 
in  1781.  But  a  more  minute  consideratiim  of  the  settle- 
ment of  the  country,  and  of  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing it,  had  since  produced  a  different  doctrine.  So,  of 
improvements,  against  which  the  courts  at  first  much  in- 
clined, but  on  being  afterwards  much  encouraged  by  the 
policy  of  the  legislature,  it  became  their  duty,  and  it 
was  now  their  practice  to  protect  them.  Hut  there  was 
little  occasion  to  go  into  a  system  of  reasoning  upon  the 
subject.  In  the  case  of  the  lessee  of  Samuel  Turbett, 
V.  William  NichoUs,  and  Elizabeth  Vance,  at  Nisi  Prius 
at  Chambersburg,  on  the  27th  of  May,  1789,  the  former 
question  was  again  revived,  on  the  deposition  of  General 
John  Armstrong,  being  offered  in  evidence  by  the  de- 
fendants to  prove  the  custom  now  contended  for.  The 
adverse  counsel  relied  on  the  authority  of  the  court's 
decision  between  these  parties  in  1781,  as  conclusive.— 
But  after  full  argument  the  deposition  was  ordered  to 
be  read  in  evidence.  The  chief  justice  then  express- 
ed himself  thus;— "Crises  in  Kngland  are  not  strictly 
applicable  to  the  modes  of  granting  lands  by  the  late 
proprietaries.  Such  tith-s  are  founded  on  usage;  and 
usages,  if  reasonable  and  beneficial  to  the  people,  form 
a  law.     The  law  h.as  great  regard  to  the  practice  and 


usage  of  the  people,  the  law  itself  being  nothing  else 
but  common  usage,  2  Mod.  238.  So,  of  the  custom  of 
a  parish,  that  tenant  for  years  to  reap  and  carry  away 
his  way  .going  crop,  after  the  determination  of  his  lease. 
Dougl.  191. 

By  the  Court.  The  evidence  appears  to  us  to  be  ad- 
missible. '1  he  case  of  Turbelt's  le^se  r  Vance,  in  1789, 
is  expressly  in  point.  Courts  of  justice  are  frequently 
governed  in  their  determinations  by  the  customs  of  the 
country;  as  in  the  case  of  administrators  selling  in  early 
time  5,  improved  and  even  warranted  and  -surveyed  lands, 
as  mere  chattels,  without  any  order  of  Orphan's  Court. 
So,  of  the  practice  ot  the  Land  Office,  under  which  a 
great  part  of  the  country  has  been  settled,  though  not 
strictly  regular  in  itself.  Surveys  under  the  usage,  if  es- 
tablished, cannot  be  considrred  as  private  acts.  They 
are  the  proceedings  of  known  proprietary  officers,  duly 
authorized  by  their  principals,  to  receive  money  for 
them  as  their  agents,  and  to  make  appropriations  of 
land  by  surveys.  The  practice  tended  to  unite  the 
proprietary  and  individual  interest,  and  contributed 
greatly  to  the  ease  of  the  people.  The  characteristics 
of  a  good  usage,  are,  that  it  be  generally  used  and  ap- 
proved; and  according  to  the  case  cited  by  the  chief 
justice,  in  Mod.  238,  the  law  is  but  common  usage,  with 
which  it  complies,  and  alters  with  the  exigency  of  af- 
fairs. The  witness  was  accordingly  received,  and  the 
usage  fully  proved  by  him.     Verdict  for  plaintiff. 

On  motion  for  a  new  trial,  in  bank,  it  was  refused;- 
and  this  opinion  was  not  questioned. 

Note.  The  Land  Office  opened  for  the  purchase  of 
1754,  on  the  1st,  of  Feb'ry.  1755. 

(To  be  coniinued.) 


THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY, 

Of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States, 
met  on  the  15th  instant,  in  the  Seventh  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Philadelphia,  and  was  opened  with  a  sermon 
by  the  Rev.  Wm.  A.  McDowell,  D.  D.  In  the  after- 
noon, the  Kev.  Philip  Lindsley,  D.  D.,  President  of 
Nashville  University,  was,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Kly,  unani- 
mously chosen  Moderator,  and  the  Rev.  Jacob  Green, 
of  Bedford,  N.Y.temporary  Clerk.  Dr.  Ely  is  the  Stated 

Clerk,  and    Or.  John  AlcDowell,   Permanent  Clerk 

About  two  hundred  members  of  the  Assembly  are  in 
attendance. 

Delegates  from  England. 

In  the  General  Assembly,  yesterday  afternoon,  Rev. 
Andrew  Ueed  of  London,  author  of  "  No  Fiction;"  and 
the  Rev.  James  Matheson,  of  Dunham,  England,  were 
introduced  by  the  Stated  Clerk,  Dr.  Ely,  as  Delegates 
from  the  Congregational  Union  of  England  and  Wales. 

On  motion,  they  took  their  seats  on  the  same  terms  as 
the  most  favoured  Delegates  from  other  conespondinij 
bodies.  It  is  a  pleasant  thing  to  see  the  Dissenters  of 
England  thus  "shaking  hands  across  the  Atlantic," 
in  Christian  fellowship  with  the  Presbyterians  of  the 
United  States.  — fTl  S-  Gaz.,  May  \6lh. 

The  Wkather — 'I"he  weather  for  the  last  few  days, 
has  been  truly  melancholy.  Wednesday  and  Thursday 
mornings  of  this  week,  the  mercury  sunk  to  the  freezing 
point.  Ice  in  exposed  situations,  was  a  quarter  of  an 
incli  thick.  The  early  fruit  has  turned  black,  and  is 
dropping  from  the  trees — the  tender  vegetables  are 
nearly  all  destroyed.  Whole  fields  of  rye,  (which  is 
now  in  the  milk,)  will  be  materially  injured;  but  wheat 
and  barley  are  not  so  forward  as  to  be  essentially  affect- 
ed. The  ice  carts  presented  yesterday  morniag  a  sin- 
gular appearance,  by  the  glistening  icicles,  hanging  to 
the  carts  an  hour  after  sunrise. 

Fahrenheit's  Thermometer,  May  13,  Mercury  40 
Do.  do-  do       14,         do.  33 

Do.  do.  do.      15,         do.  32 

Ice  a  fourth  of  an  inch  thick — U.  S.  Gaz.,  May  16/A. 
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(Continued  from  page  320.) 

PART  III. 

Of  the  practice  and  customs  of  the  Land  Office,  from  the 

year  1765,  until  I'le  Revolution. 

The  peace  of  1762,  brought  a  considerable  degree 
of  repose  to  the  long  hurrassed  British  colonies  In 
October,  1764,  the  turbulent  and  restless  Kayashuta 
buried  the  hatchet  on  the  plains  of  Muskingum;  and  the 
final  humiliation  of  the  Uelavvares  and  ShawauLse  ena- 
bled the  husbandman  to  resume  his  labours,  and  to  ex- 
tend his  cultivation  and  improvements.  The  prosperi- 
ty  of  Pennsylvania  increased  rapidly.  Those  who  were 
compelled,  by  Indian  warfare,  to  abandon  their  settle- 
ments, eagerly  returned  to  them.  There  exists  in  man, 
says  lord  Kaimes,  a  remarkable  propensity  for  appro- 
priation: "A  man  whs  h:is  bestowed  labour  in  prepar- 
ing a  field  for  the  plough,  and  who  has  improved  that 
field  by  artful  culture,  forms  in  his  mind  an  intimate 
connection  with  it.  He  contracts  by  degrees  a  singu- 
lar affection  for  a  spot,  which  in  a  manner  is  the  work- 
manship of  his  own  hands.  lie  is  fond  to  live  there, 
and  ihere  to  deposit  his  bones.  It  is  an  object  that  fills 
his  mind  and  never  out  of  th:iught  at  !iome  or  ubroaii. 
After  a  summer's  expedition,  or  perhaps  years  of  a  fo- 
reign war,  he  returns  with  avidity  to  his  own  house, 
and  to  hii  own  field,  there  to  pass  his  lime  in  ease  and 
plenty.  If  he  happen  to  be  dispossessed  in  his  absence, 
the  injustice  is  perctived  and  acknowledged. " 

'l"he  correctness  of  these  sentiments  of  lord  Kaimes, 
could  not  be  more  strikingly  exemplified,  than  in  the 
case  of  Elliott's  lessee,  v.  Bonnet,  before  cited. 

Thomas  Croyle  had  an  ancient  settlement  and  im- 
provement, made  near  the  head  of  the  Snake  Spring, 
begun  in  1754,  and  continued  by  him,  and  those  who 
held  under  him,  whenever  the  state  of  the  country 
would  admit  of  it,  until  December,  1788.  Valuable 
improvements  were  made  on  the  land,  as  well  by  build- 
ings, as  otherwise. 

In  June,  1762,  he  sent  his  son  with  money  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Land  Office,  with  directions  to  procure 
a  warrant  for  300  acres  of  land,  including  his  improve- 
ments. He  made  three  applications  to  the  office  for 
that  purpose,  but  met  with  refusals,  and  was  permitted 
to  take  out  a  warrant  for  100  acres  only,  dated  10th  of 
June,  1762;  adjoining  lands  surveyed  to  George  Crog- 
han,  and  including  his  improvement  at  the  mouth  of 
Snake  Spring.  On  this  warrant,  a  survey  of  123  acres 
and  123  perches,  was  made  so  late  as  4th  of  March, 
1768,  by  George  Woods,  for  Richard  Tea,  deputy  sur- 
veyor of  the  district. 

Tlie  survey  for  Croghan,  in  1755,  and  the  warrant  of 
acceptance  on  the  26ih  of  May,  1763,  and  the  patent  on 
the  30th  of  May,  1763,  under  which  the  defendant 
claimed,  have  been  already  mentioned.  This  survey 
called  for  Thomas  Croyle  on  one  of  the  lines,  by  which 
the  previous  settlement  of  Croyle  was  clearly  recogniz- 
ed by  John  Armstrong,  the  deputy. 

On  theod  of  August,  1767,  Thomas  Croyle  obtained 
an  application  for  200  acres,  adjoining  his  warranted 
land  in  Croyle's  valley,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Kay's 
town  branch  of  Juniata,  on  which  there  was  surveyed 
158  acres,  by  George  Woods,  on  12lh  of  .March,  1768. 
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On  the  14th  of  April,  1774,  Croyle  executed  a  deed 
to  Robert  Elliott,  in  consideration  of  £330  for  three 
tracts  of  land;  the  first  including  the  mouth  of 
Snake  Spring,  in  pursuance  of  his  warrant  for  100 
acres;  the  second  adjoining  thereto,  in  pursuance  of  his 
application;  and  the  third,  held  by  improvement,  in- 
cluding the  fountain  of  Snak^  Spring;  with  a  covenant 
therein,  that  he  would  prove  his  right  of  improvement 
to  be  antecedent  to  the  right  or  claim  of  any  other 
person.  On  the  30th  of  March,  1780,  Robert  Elliot 
conveyed  the  same  lands  to  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff, 
with  covenant  of  general  wananty  as  to  the  improve- 
ment right.  In  December,  1788,  the  tenant  of  the  les- 
sor of  the  plaintiff  was  dispossessed  of  the  lands  claim- 
ed by  improvement,  under  a  judgment,  without  a  hear- 
ing of  the  merits. 

After  the  cas.-  had  been  fully  argued,  Yeates.Judge, 
told  the  jury,  that  the  case  resolved  itself  into  two  ques- 
tions, lst,whether  the  settlement  title  being  the  earliest, 
was  not  preferable  to  the  patent?  2d.  AVhether  the  im- 
provement right  had  been  abandoned;' 

If  the  witnesses  were  believed, they  shewed  an  actual 
personal  resilient  selllement  by  Croyle,  at  the  head  of 
the  Spring,  though  he  had  a  slied,  and  some  cleared 
land  at  the  mouth.  He  had  cleared  several  acres  to- 
waids  the  mountain  and  downwards  towards  the 
Juniata,  and  must,  in  the  nature  of  things  have 
intended  to  include  the  whole  in  his  settlement 
right.  His  continuance  on  the  land  where  there  was 
not  impending  danger;  his  early  returns  after  the  dan- 
gers had  censed, evince  his  unequivocalintentions.  The 
survey  of  1755,  calls  for  his  lands  as  a  boundar)',  and 
corroborates  the  testimony  of  the  witnesses.  He  ap- 
plied in  1762,  with  his  money  for  a  wairant  for  300 
acres,  to  include  his  improvement,  according  to  the 
uniform  usage  of  the  office,  but  was  refused,  and  could 
oidy  obtain  a  warrant  for  100  acres,  to  include  his  im- 
provement, at  the  mouth  of  Snake  Spring.  He  could 
do  no  more;  and  it  would  seem,  that  the  patent,  uidess 
there  has  been  an  abandonment  of  the  improvement 
right,  must  give  way  to  it. 

The  abandonment  must  be  judged  of  by  the  jury,  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  under  all  the  circumstances.  When 
Croyle  applied  for  his  warrant  for  300  acres  by  his  son, 
he  did  not  mean  to  abandon;  he  was  dissatisfied  with 
what  his  son  had  done,  and  said  he  would  apply  to  Mr. 
Penn  for  justice.  He  clings  to  his  iinprovements,  and 
will  not  surrender  the  posession  of  them;  and  when  he 
sells  to  Ehiott,  he  pledges  himself  to  prove  h's  prior 
right.  If  the  present  defendant  or  any  persons  under 
whom  he  claims,  had  made  valuable  improvements 
since  the  former  recovery  by  defiult,  and  before  the 
present  ejectment  was  commenced,  it  would  avail  him 
much,  lis  proof  of  an  abandonment,  but  no  such  evi- 
dence has  been  given- 

The  jury  gave  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  for  176  acres 
and  o7  perches,  finding  where  the  same  should  be  sur- 
veyed; which,  with  the  survey  of  123  acres  and  I2> 
perches,  already  surveyed  on  hii  warrant,  made  up  thj 
exact  quantify  of  300  acres,  without  any  surplus,uponan 
established  principle  which  w  II  hereafter  be  considered. 

This  view  of  the  do  ;lrine  of  improvements  is  here  g!- 
vcii,  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  the  application  sys- 
tem of  the  yc.ir  1765.  Whether  improvements  were  at 
first  only  connived  at;  or  whether  they  were  expressly 


323 


LAND   TITLES. 


[Mai 


encourag'ed,  as  seems  to  be  the  prevailing'  idea,  (not- 
withstanding some  public  acts  and  pi-oclamations,  and 
the  act  of  Assembly  of  February  14lh,  1729—30,  (chap. 
312,)  which  dfclared,  "Tliat  all  and  every  person  or 
persons.entering  into,and  taking  possession  of  any  lands 
within  the  province  of  Pennsylvania,  not  located  or  sur- 
veyed by  some  warrant  or  orclerfrom  the  proprietary  or 
proprietaries,  his  or  t  eir  agents  or  commissioners,  to 
the  person  or  persons  possessing  the  said  lands,  or  to 
some  person  or  persons  under  whom  they  claim,  and 
upon  reasonable  notice  and  request,refusing  to  remove, 
deliver  up  the  possession,  or  to  make  satisfaction  for 
such  lands,  shall  and  may  be  proceeded  agaitist,in  such 
manner  as  is  prescribed  by  the  several  statutes  of  that 
part  of  Great  I3i-itain,  called  England,  made  against  for- 
cible entries  and  detainers;  and  that  no  length  of  pos- 
session shall  be  a  plea  against  such  prosecution;"  yet 
they  had  acquire  d  at  this  period,  an  establishment  not 
to  be  shaken;  and  had  contributed,  very  greatly,  to  the 
prosperity  of  Pennsylvania.  'I  he  mild  laws  of  our 
country,  the  benevolent  system  of  the  venerable  Penn, 
the  forbearing  spirit  which  cherished  and  protected  the 
rights  of  conscience,  which  were  trampled  on,  and  al- 
most extinguished,  in  the  nati(ms  of  Europe  calling 
themselves  enlightened;  and  with  these,  a  land  great 
in  extent,  happy  in  its  climate,  and  exuberant  in  its  soil, 
invited  and  encouraged  emigration  from  every  corner 
of  the  old  world.  Wealth  flowed  in  upon  us;  bat  po- 
verty also  found  its  asylum.  It  was  indulgence  to  tht- 
industrious  poor  that  invigorated  tliecoimfry,and  chang- 
ed an  uncultivated  desart  into  fruitful  fie'lds;  and  the 
inhabitants  were  enabled  to  draw  from  the  soil  itself  the 
means  of  acquiring  the  legal  title  to  it,  and  laying  the 
foundation  of  future  independency.  '1  his  easy  mode 
of  acquiring  an  exclusive  property  in  land  was  a  princi 
pal  source  of  attacliment  to  the  country.  "  A  person, 
says  the  late  Judge  Wilson,  becomes  very  unwiUingto 
relinquish  those  well  known  fields  of  his  own  which  it 
has  been  the  great  object  of  his  industry,  and,  perhaps, 
of  his  pride,  to  cultivate  and  adorn.  This  attachment 
to  private  landed  property  has,  in  some  parts  of  the 
globe,  covered  barren  heaths,  and  inhospitable  moun- 
tains, with  fair  cities  and  popidous  villages;  while,  in 
other  parts,  the  most  inviting  climates  ai'ul  soils  remain 
destitute  of  inhabitants,  because  the  rights  of  private 
property  in  land  are  not  established  or  regarded." 

This  state  of  things  with  respect  to  settlements,  un- 
questionably was  one  of  the  causes  which  give  rise  to 
the  application  system;  and  we  m.iy  trace  the  source  in 
every  public  act  and  proceeding.  Warrants,  on  whicli 
money  had  been  uisually  paid,gave  place  to  applications 
on  which  no  money  was  paid.  The  reason  was.that  whilst 
the  proprietaries  now  professed  to  give  a  preference  to 
settlements  and  improvements,  they  were  justly  atten- 
tive to  their  own  interest,  and  required  proof  of  llie 
dates  of  settlements,  either  in  the  application  itself,  or 
on  the  return  of  the  survey,  that  they  might  know  how 
to  charge  the  interest  in  arrear,before  they  were  willing 
to  confirm  a  title  by  warrant;  and  the  accustomed  war- 
rant from  henceforth,  was  called  a  warrant  of  accept- 
ance. The  accommodation  of  the  poorer  class  of  peo- 
ple, may  have  been  another  inducement  to  this  sys- 
tem. •' 

The  land  on  the  west  side  of  Susquehanna  to  the  blue 
mountam,  or  Kittatinny  hill,  was  purchased  in  17:>6, 
and  from  thence,  by  the  purchase  of  1754,  limited  by 
the  surrender  and  confirmation  of  1758,  to  the  west  line 
from  Buffalo  creek,  including  a  very  great  part  of  the 
Juniata  lands,  and  mtersecting  the  Allegheny  mountain 
as  Its  extreme  boundary,  as  has  been  already  shewn 
Warrants  issued  uninterruptedly  for  the  lands  in  boll, 
these  purchases,  (in  the  latter  from  February,  1757  ) 
until  a  stop  was  put  to  issuing  warrants  on  the  17th  of 
June,  176o,  when  the  Land  Office  continued  shut  for 
uX^^^U  ".?  '-'',  '"f  *  ^'"■^^'  e'^cepting  for  improved 
lands.  On  the  cth  of  August,  1765,  the  office  opened 
on  the  new  plan,  for  the  east  side  generally;  and  on  the 


west  side  for  settled  lands  only.  The  plan  was  made 
known  to  the  people  by  the  following  official  adver- 
tisement. 

Land  Office,  17th  June,  1765. 

The  honourable  the  proprietaries  having  been  ap- 
prised,that  many  persons  have  been, and  still  continue  in 
the  practice  of  taking  up  large  quantities  of  land  within 
this  province,  only  witii  a  design  to  retail  them  out  at 
advanced  prices,  by  which  means,  persons  really  in 
want  of  lands,  and  willing  to  make  immediate  settle- 
ment, are  often  prevented  from  obtaining  them  on  those 
moderate  and  easy  original  terms, proposed  by  the  pro- 
prietaries for  the  encouragement  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
the  pioprietaries.being  desirous  to  put  a  stop  to  a  practice 
so  repugnant  to  the  general  good,  and,  as  far  as  in  their 
power,  prevent  the  troublesome  and  expensive  conten- 
tions and  attendences  in  the  Land  office, and  other  pro- 
prietary offices,  (owing  to  the  long  delay  of  the  peo- 
ple in  applying  for  a  confirmation  of  their  titles,  which 
necessarily  creates  intricacies  in  their  claims,  frequent 
impositions  on  the  offices,  and  applications  for  lands 
either  granted  before,  or  to  which  other  persons  haye 
prior  claims,  with  many  other  inconveniences  diflicult  to 
be  avoided  on  the  present  mode  of  granting  lands  )  It 
is  therefore  proposed  to  make  some  alterations  in  that 
mode,  and  that,  for  the  future,  the  following  method 
shall  be  observed  for  granting  lands  within  this  pro- 
vince, viz. 

First.  That  every  person  desirous  to  settle  any  va- 
cant land  purchased  of  the  Indians, and  not  appropriat- 
ed to  the  proprietaries'  use, shall  apply  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Land  Office,  who,  in  a  book  to  be  opened  for 
that  purpose,  shall,  instead  of  granting  a  warrant,  regu- 
larly enter  such  person's  name,  with  the  date  of  his  ap- 
plication, and  the  description,  or  location  of  the  land. 

Provided  nevertheless,  that  no  such  application  shall 
be  received  by  the  secretary,  for  more  than  300  acres 
to  any  one  person,  without  the  special  order  of  the  pro- 
prietaries, or  their  commissioners  of  property;  and  that 
every  evening,  the  secretary  shall  cause  a  true  copy  of 
all  the  applications  of  that  day,  regularly  numbered  in 
the  order  as  applied  for,  to  be  sent  to  the  Surveyor-Ge- 
neral's office. 

Second,  That  on  receipt  of  the  copies  of  such  ap- 
plications, the  Surveyor-General  shall,  with  all  possible 
despatch,  transmit  transcripts  of  them  to  his  deputy  in 
each  county,  in  whose  respective  districts  they  fall,  with 
their  dates  of  entry  respectively,  and  an  order  for 
surveying  the  lands  agreeably  thereto. 

Third,  That  the  deputy  surveyor  shall,  within  six 
months  after  the  date  of  the  entry  of  each  application 
respectively  in  the  Secretary's  office,  finish,  and  make 
return  into  the  Surveyor-General's  office,  ofthe  survey 
of  the  land,  specified  in  each  application  and  order  of 
survey,  provided  the  copies  of  such  applications  be  de- 
livered to  him  in  a  reasonable  time,  and  the  persons  for 
whom  the  surveys  are  to  be  made,  or  some  other  on 
their  behalf,  shall  duly  attend  the  deputy  surveyor,  to 
show  him  the  land  at  the  time  he  shall  appoint,  whereof 
the  deputy  shall  give  due  and  timely  notice  to  the  ap- 
pliers.  And  for  the  more  regular  management  of  this, 
tlie  Surveyor  General  shall  frame  and  send  to  his  depu- 
ties, pi  oper  instructions,  and  by  all  means  in  his  power, 
take  care  that  they  do  their  duty.  And  if  any  deputy 
surveyor  shall  be  found  guilty  of  neglect,  or  breach  of 
duty  in  the  premises,  he,  upon  complaint,  and  due 
proof,  made  to  the  commissioners  of  property,  or  Sur- 
veyor-General, shall  be  superseded  from  his  office.  But 
if  through  any  neglect  of  such  applier  to  attend  the  de- 
puty surveyor,  to  show  the  land  at  the  time  appointed, 
or  for  any  other  good  cause,  such  deputy  shall  not  have 
it  in  his  power  to  make  the  return  in  the  time  limited, 
he  shall,  before  the  expiration  of  that  time,  certify  such 
cause  to  the  Surveyor-General. 

Fourth,  That  as  all  possible  care  will  thus  be  taken 
on  the  part  of  the  officers  to  give  despatch,  it  is  ex- 
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pected  and  required,  on  tlie  part  of  the  people,  that  ' 
every  applier  shall  within  six  months  after  the  date  of  i 
the  return  of  the  survey  into  the  Surveyor-General's  of-  : 
fice,  (whiclj  day  he  sliall  carefully  minute  on  the  back 
of  each  return  respectively,)  be  oblig'ed  to  come  and  ! 
pay  in  full  for  the  land,  to  the  Receiver  General,  on  the 
new  terms  of  live  pounds  sterling'  per  hundred  acres, 
or  value  thereof,  in  current  money  of  Pennsylvania,  at 
the  rate  of  exchange  between  the  cities  of  London  and 
Philadelphia,  with  interest  from  six  months  afier  tlie 
date  of  such  application  to  the  time  of  payment,  and 
the  quit  rent  to  be  one  penny  sterling  per  acre.  And 
on  producing  to  the  secretary  of  the  I,Hnd-Office,  the 
Receiver-General's  receipt  in  full  for  the  land,  a  war- 
rant sliall  issue  to  the  Surveyor-Grneral  to  accept  and 
make  return  of  the  survey  into  the  secretary's  office, 
who  sh  dl  on  receipt  thereof,  make  out  the  patent  with 
all  reasonable  expedition,  unless  the  commissioners  of 
property,  on  account  of  some  other  person  having  a 
prior  claim,  or  other  just  reason,  shall,  for  preventing 
any  of  the  mischiefs  before  specified,  see  good  cause  to 
refuse  such  applier  a  patent.  And  every  applier  for 
land  is  to  take  notice,  that  if  he  shall  neglect  to  show 
the  deputy  surveyor  the  land  at  the  time  appointed,  or 
shall  not  pay  to  the  Receiver- General,  the  full  purchase 
money  within  the  said  six  months  next  after  the  return 
of  the  survey  as  aforesaid,  that  then,  in  such  or  either 
of  these  cases,  the  proprietaries,  or  their  commissioners 
of  property,  shall  be  at  full  liberty  to  grant  the  land  to 
any  other  person  or  persons. 

Fifth,  That  all  persons  possessing  or  claiming  lands, 
on  account  of  any  settlements  or  improvements,  are  re- 
quired to  enter  their  applications,  in  the  Land  Office, 
whether  on  the  east  or  west  side  of  Susquehanna,  and 
to  bring  with  them  authentic  certificates  from  some 
neighboring  magistrate,  of  the  nature  of  their  improve- 
ments, and  the  time  when  their  settlements  first  began, 
and  in  default  or  neglect  of  such  applier  so  to  do  within 
six  months  from  the  time  of  opening  the  said  office,  on 
the  fifth  of  August  next,  the  application  of  any  other 
person  or  persons  will  be  received  for  such  lands. 

Sixth,  That  as  by  the  almost  total  stop  put  by  the 
late  Indian  wars  to  surveying  on  the  west  side  of  Sus- 
quehanna, a  great  many  warrants  on  that  side  of  the 
said  river,  yet  remain  unexecuted,  the  proprietaries' 
commissioner  of  property  and  agents,  judge  it  necessa- 
ry to  open  the  office  first  for  the  east  side  of  that  river, 
in  order  to  give  further  time  to  the  deputies  to  execute 
and  return  the  former  warrants  for  land  on  the  west 
side.  And  therefore  notice  is  hereby  given,  that  on 
the  fifth  day  of  August  next,  the  Land  Office  will  be 
opened  for  receiving  applications  for  lands  on  the  east 
side  of  the  river  Susquehanna  only,  upon  the  plan  and 
terras  aforesaid;  and  will  be  opened  also  for  receiving 
the  like  applications  for  land  on  the  west  side  of  Sus 
quehanna,  as  soon  as  the  said  business  yet  remaining  to 
be  done  there  shall  be  completed,  or  in  such  forward- 
ness as  to  admit  of  it,  whereof  due  notice  will  be  given- 
And  further.  That  as  a  considerable  part  of  the  pro- 
prietaries piirchase  money  remains  unpaid  for  many 
plantations  which  have  been  settled  a  great  nu  mber  of 
years,  notwithstanding  the  owners  thereof  have  been 
frequently  called  on,  by  public  advertisements  to  pay 
for  the  same;  all  persons,  who  have  not  yet  taken  out 
their  patents  for  any  such  lands,  are  required,  between 
this  and  the  first  day  of  March  next,  to  come  and  take 
out  their  patents  for  the  said  old  surveyed  lands,  to 
prevent  that  trouble  and  inconvenience  both  to  them- 
selves, and  to  the  office,  which  must  necessarily  ensue 
from  their  neglecting  longer  to  complete  their  titles. 
William  Fekrs,  Secretary. 
Thursday,  August  1st,  1765.  The  Land  Office  be- 
ing to  open  for  the  east  side  of  Susquehanna,  on  the 
new  plan,  next  Mondaj',  it  is  resolved,  that  the  secreta- 
ry give  warrants  to  such  persons  as  liavc  built  on,  and 
resided  on  the  land  they  apply  for,  and  iiave  a  just 
claim  to  as  an  improvement,  bringing  a  certificate  fiom 


a  neighbouring  magistrate,  or  other  satisfactory  proof  of 
the  natiwe  of  the  improvement,  and  first  settling  there- 
of, when  the  interest  and  quit  rent  is  to  commence. 

Improvements  made  before  the  land  puichased  of  the 
Indians,  not  to  be  regarded,  unless  the  applier  had  se- 
cretary Richard  Peters's  jjromise  of  a  warrant,  as  in 
case  of  the  manor  of  Maske,  &c. 

In  minute  book    1,  (east  side)  there  is  this  entry. 

August  10th,  1765,  agreed  to,  and  ordered  by  the 
governor,  respecting  warrants  and  applications. 

Where  a  piece  of  land  applied  for  joins  a  settled 
plantation,  the  secretary  to  giant  a  warrant  with  inter- 
est and  quit  rent  from  time  of  settlement  of  the  old 
plantation. 

Where  no  certificate  of  a  justice  produced  respect- 
ing an  improvement,  and  warrant  applied  for;  the  se- 
cretary to  grant  it  on  certificate  or  proof  of  other  re- 
spectable person,  especially  where  at  a  great  distance 
from  a  magistrate. 

Where  no  such  proof  made,  then  secretary  to  enter 
it  as  an  ap])lication,  and  order  survey  to  be  made,  and 
the  deputy  to  report,  and  then  issue  warrant  (if)  ap- 
proved by  the  governor. 

1  he  first  item  of  this  minute  of  the  10th  of  August, 
particularly,  and  the  whole  minute,  generally,  seems 
to  have  been  designed  to  detect  and  prevent  that  spe- 
cies of  fraud,  which  has  since  been  so  successfully 
practised  on  the  commonwealth.  An  improver,  to 
avoid  paying  back  interest  as  iTiuch  as  possible,  would 
tike  an  application  or  warrant  for  but  the  actual  quan- 
tity covered  by  his  buildin.ns,  and  cleared  fields,  and 
would  then  enter  an  application  for  the  adjacent  wood- 
land, as  vacant  and  unimproved,  altliough  he  original- 
ly claimed  it,and  intended  to  cover  it,  and  hold  it  under 
his  improvement  right.  So  far  as  this  rule  applied  to 
such  adjoining  quantity,  as  with  the  settled  land  made 
up  no  more  than  the  usual  plantation  quantity  of  three 
hundred  acres,  allowed  to  improvers,  it  was  correct  and 
proper.  But  if  such  quantity  had  been  fairly  apjilied 
for,  under  the  improvement,  and  interest  charged  on 
the  whole  from  the  date  of  the  settlement;  it  would 
have  been  unjust  to  have  extended  it  to  a  distinct  and 
independent  application  for  another  vacant,  and  unim- 
proved tract 

But  frauds  have  been  practised  on  the  commonwealth 
to  a  very  great  extent.  Old  warrants  have  been  aban- 
doned, and  new  warrants  have  been  taken  out  for  the 
same  lands,  at  reduced  ])rices.  Where  surveys  have 
been  made  on  unpaid  warrants,  but  the  surveys  not 
returned,  those  surveys  h.ave  been  abandoned,  and  new 
returns  procured  including  but  part  of  the  lands;  and 
new  warrants  taken  for  the  residue,  at  reduced  prices. 
The  conimonwcallh  has  been  aware  of  this;  and  a  lim- 
ited act  has  been  passed  to  enable  such  persons  to  purge 
the  fraud,  by  paying  up  the  difference;  but  the  act  has 
not  had  much  effect;  and  the  people  do  not  seem  to  be 
aware  how  much  the  neglect  of  this  provision  for  their 
benefit,  may,  at  some  future  day,  affect  their  titles. 

On  the  2d  of  October  1765,  ^minute  book  1.  pa.  7.) 
the  following  additional  instructions  on  this  subject, 
were  given  by  the  Surveyor  General  to  his  deputies. 

"  I  am  particularly  ordered  by  the  governor,  and  pro- 
prietary agents,  to  enjoin  you  to  be  very  careful  in  eve- 
ry survey  you  make,  either  in  applications  for  land  as 
unimproved,  oi- on  warrants  for  improvements  since  the 
opening  the  office  for  granting  land  on  the  new  plan, 
the  5th  of  August  last,  that  w  here  you  find  any  improve- 
ment on  the  land,  you  are  fully  to  inform  yoursclt,  and 
report  to  the  office,  with  )our  return  of  the  survey, 
when  such  settlement,  orimi^rovcmeiit,  wasfirs-t  began, 
and  where  the  land  has  no  im])rovement  on  it,  but  joins 
some  other  land  of  the  appliers,  which  has  been  settled 
I  or  improved,  or  has  been  granted  to  liim  by  warrant, 
I  you  are  then  to  express  in  your  dr.ft,  or'retu-n  of 
1  survey,  that  it  joins  such  other  land  of  the  appliers." 
I  There  are  .also  two  sets  of  general  instructions,  to  de- 
1  puty  surveyors,  as  follows— 
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Thomas  Penn  and  Ricliard  Penn,  esquires,  true  and 
absolute  proprietors  and  g-overnors  in  chief  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Pennsylvania  and  counties  of  Newcastle,  Kent 
and  Sussex,  on  Delaware,  to  A.  B.  send  greeting-. 
Whereas,  &c.  our  Surveyor  General,  with  our  approba- 
tion, hath  by  a  commission  bearing- even  dateherewiih, 
deputed  you  the  said  A.  B.  to  be  surveyor  of  (naming 
the  district  and  its  bounds.) 

Now  know,  that  for  your  better  guidance  and  direc- 
tion in  the  execution  of  the  said  commission,  we  have 
thought  fit  to  enjoin  the  following  instructions  for  your 
observation: 

1.  You  shall  faithfully  execute  every  such  warrant  as 
shall  be  directed  to  you,  to  the  best  of  your  skill,  know- 
ledge and  understanding,  according  to  the  express 
words  and  order  of  such  warrants,  and  no  otherwise, 
without  special  leave  first  had  from  us  for  your  so  do- 
ing-. 

2.  You  shall  not  execute  any  warrant  upon  any  sur- 
veyed lands,  or  manors,  or  reputed  manor  lands,  or  on 
any  other  land  appropriated  to  our  use,  by  any  former 
survey,  unless  such  lands  be  expressly  mentioned  in 
your  warrant. 

3.  You  shall  lay  out  all  lands  as  regular  and  nearly 
contiguous,  as  the  places  will  bear,  admit  or  allow  of, 
unless  directed  by  your  warrant  to  the  contrary. 

4.  You  shall  make  returns  of  every  wariMUt  into  the 
Surveyor  General's  office  at  Philadelphia,  witli  a  pro- 
tracted figure  of  the  land  exactly  performed,  and  the 
field  works  annexed,  and  that  within  six  months  afier 
the  receipt  of  such  warrants  or  order  of  survey,  but  if 
any  thing  shall  happen  that  the  survey  cannot  possibl}' 
be  performed  within  that  time,  you  shall  transmit  an 
account  in  writing  into  the  Surveyor  General's  office 
containing  the  reason  of  such  delay. 

5.  You  shall  not  deliver  unto  any  person  whatsoever, 
any  draughts,  plots  or  field  works  of  his  land  before  your 
return  be  made  into  the  Surveyor  General's  office,  and 
be  there  allowed  of. 

6.  You  shall  not  make  use  of  any  chain  carriers,  but 
such  as  are  of  known  honesty,  and  of  good  repute 
amongst  their  neighbors,  which  chain  carriers  sh.all 
take  a  solemn  attestation  before  some  magistrate,  justly 
and  exactly  to  execute  their  trust  without  favour,  par- 
tiality or  affection, 

7-  Yousliall  not  make  return  of  any  surveys  but  what 
hath  been  actually  made  by  you  on  "the  spot;  and  you 
shall  take  care  thiit  all  outlines  and  bounds  bhall  be  fair- 
ly and  visibly  marked  before  you  quit  the  field. 

8.  You  shall  keep  fair  and  regular  entries  in  order  of 
time,  of  all  surveys  and  re-surveys  by  you  made  from 
time  to  time,  in  pursuance  of  any  warrant  or  order  of 
survey,  which  you  shall  receive,  with  a  draught  or  plot 
thereof,  and  field  works  annexed,  in  books  to  be  by  you 
kept  for  that  purpose,  and  our  Surveyor  General  shall, 
from  time  to  time,  iiave  free  access  to  the  said  books  of 
entries  and  other  papers  relating  to  your  office  as  depu- 
ty surveyor,  when  he  shall  tliink"  necessary,  and  the 
said  book  of  entries  and  other  papers  relating  to  your 
said  office  shall  be  by  you  (or  those  into  whose  hands 
your  papers  might  fall  after  your  decease,)  delivered 
up  into  the  hands  of  our  Surveyor  Genei-al  for  the  time 
being,  or  such  other  persons  as  v/e  shall  appoint,  when 
you  (or  those  into  whose  hands  your  papers  may  fall,) 
shall  be  by"us  thereunto  required. 

9-  Out  of  all  fees  that  you  receive  for  surveying,  or 
re-surveying  of  lands  or  lots  during  the  force  of  your 
commission,  you  sliall  pay  unto  our  Surveyor  General, 
the  fUU  third  part  thereof.  Por  the  true  pei-formance 
of  which  instructions  you  shall  give  bond  to  us  with  se- 
curity in  the  sum  of  I.  and  sign  a  counterpart  of 
these  presents  by  indenture. 
To  A.  B.  deputy  surveyor. 

In  consequence  of  sundry  leters  received  from  the 
\ionorable  the  propric  tarios,  and  the  nev/  regulations  in 
tUe  Land  Office,  you  are  to  observe  the  following  rules 


and  orders  in  surveying  of  all  lands  in  tois  provmce,  as 
part  ot  your  instructions. 

1st.  You  shall  survey  for  the  use  of  the  honourable 
the  proprietaries,  in  regular  figures  generally  one-tenth 
of  all  lands,  or  500  acres  out  of  every  5000  acres  tliat 
you  shall  survey,  and  make  return  thereof  for  their  use 
on  a  wart-ant  dated  the  13th  of  October  1760. 

2dly.  By  their  direction  and  order,  you  are  not  to 
survey  on  any  one  warrant  more  land  than  ten  per  cent, 
over  and  above  the  quantity  mentioned  in  such  warrant, 
with  tlie  usual  allowance  of  six  per  cent,  and  this  rule 
you  are  to  obsei-ve  with  respect  to  all  past  warrants,  not 
yet  executed,  as  near  as  reasonably  may  be. 

Sdly.  You  are  not  to  survey  any  of  the  proprietaries 
vacant  or  unappropriated  land  whatever,  on  any  ticket 
or  order  from  any  person  but  the  Surveyor  General,  nor 
unless  you  have  a  copy  of  a  regular  warrant  or  applica- 
tion numbered,  and  to  you  directed  by  the  surveyor 
general  himself,  or  his  order. 

4thly.  You  shall  lay  out  all  lands  that  adjoin  rivers  or 
large  creeks,  at  least  three  times  the  length  from  the 
river  or  creek,  as  they  are  laid  out  in  breadth  on  the 
said  river  or  creek,  so  that  each  purchaser  may  have  a 
propoi  tionable  front  on  the  water,  provided  the  ground 
will  in  any  wise  admit  of  it,  and  to  lay  out  all  lands  con- 
tiguous, and  as  regular  as  possible,  and  you  are  to  give 
at  least  ten  days  notice  in  each  township  in  your  district, 
by  fixing  up  advertisement,  or  otherwise,  in  one  or  more 
of  the  public  places  therein,  signifying  at  what  time  you 
will  attend  in  that  township  to  execute  the  new  appli- 
cations for  all  lands  therein,  requesting  all  persons  con- 
cerned to  attend,  and  provide  to  have  their  business 
completed. 

5tlily.  You  shall  execute  every  application  to  you  di- 
rected, and  make  return  thereof  into  the  Surveyor  Ge- 
nei-al's  office,  within  six  months  a'ter  the  date  of  such 
application,  provided  the  persons  who  shall  obtain  the 
same,  or  some  other  person  in  their  behalf,  will  attend 
and  show  the  land  to  be  surveyed,  and  pay  for  survey- 
ing the  same  as  soon  as  completed,  but  in  case  the  ap- 
plier,  or  some  person  for  him  or  her,  do  not  show  the 
land,  and  also  pay  the  fees  for  surveying  as  soon  as  the 
same  is  done,  or  any  other  reasonable  cause  shall  oblig-e 
you  to  delay  the  execution  thereof,  you  shall  enter  your 
reasons  for  not  performing  the  same  on  the  back  of  the 
copies  of  such  applications,  and  transmit  an  account 
thereof  to  the  Surveyor  General,  with  all  convenient 
speed;  and  you  may  observe  by  the  regulations  propo- 
sed in  the  Land  Office,  that  much  will  depend  on  the 
care  and  despatch  of  the  deputy  surveyor,  and  I  desire 
the  people  may  not  have  any  cause  of  complaint  of  your 
neglecting  their  business.  (Signed  by  the  surveyor 
general.) 

On  the  1st  of  August,  1766,  the  office  was  opened  on 
the  new  jjlan  for  the  west  side  of  Susquehanna,  on  the 
same  terms  as  on  the  east  side. 

It  had  been  the  practice  to  survey  large  tracts  of 
land  upon  warrants  calling  for  but  a  small  number  ol 
acres;  fifty  acres  warrants  were  usual,  and  sevei-al 
numbei-s  had  been  returned  on  them-  and  warrants  in 
general  wci-e  permitted  by  this  custom,  to  cover  a  large 
overplus.  To  restrain  this  practice  the  following  or- 
dei-s  were  issued. 

April  13th  1767.  Upon  its  being  represented  that 
many  surveys  are  made,  and  making,  which  contain 
more  land  than  the  warrant  or  application  specifies,  the 
governor  orders,  that  no  sui-veysbe  received  consisting 
of  more  than  ten  acres  per  cent,  above  the  quantity 
specified  in  the  warrant  or  application.  (Minute  book 
I.  pa.  69.) 

May  1st  1767.  Upon  the  representation  of  the  Sur- 
veyor General,  that  great  numbers  of  surveys  had  been 
returned,  both  on  warrants  and  .applications  exceeding 
the  quantities  mentioned  in  the  warrants  or  applications, 
.and  the  ten  per  cent,  allowed  the  surveyors  to  exceed; 
and  'it  this  time  to  cut  oft'the  excesses  of  those  surveys, 
would,  in  a  manner,  ptit  a  stop  to  the  business  of  the 
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whole  province.  And  it  appearing  that  the  surveyors 
have  certified,  that  in  many  cases  these  excesses  of 
quantity  are  to  the  advantage  and  interest  of  tlie  pro- 
priftors,  as  they  incUide  lund  which  by  itself  would  pro- 
bably never  be  taken  up  from  its  barrenness.  The  Go- 
vernor is  pleased  to  order,  that  as  to  wliatjis  past,  the 
Surveyor  general  receive  the  returns  of  the  surveys, 
though  they  should  exceed  the  quantities  mentioned  in 
the  warrants  or  applications;  and  the  ten  per  cent.  But 
that  for  the  future,  he  strictly  charge  his  deputies,  that 
they  shall  not,  on  any  pretence,  return  more  than  the 
quantity,  with  the  usual  allowance  for  roads,  and  the 
ten  per  cent,  upon  pain  of  being  obliged,  at  their  own 
expense,  to  rectify  any  surveys  they  shall  return  with 
such  excess  of  quantity.     (Minute  book  I.  pa.  74.) 

This  later  order  appears  to  be  explicit  and  perempto- 
ry; yet  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  rigidly  adhered 
to  in  the  letter;  and  in  some  instances  was  certainly  de- 
parted from.  Some  allowance  would  naturally  be  made 
for  the  difference  of  surveys,  as  in  former  times.  On  a 
re-survey  it  might  turn  out  a  little  more  or  less.  It  was 
to  be  observed  according  to  the  latter  instructions  of 
the  Surveyor  General  "as  near  as  reasonably  may  be." 
The  exact  measure  in  every  case  might  be  impractica- 
ble in  commors  experience.  An  acre,  or  a  few  acres 
more,  or  less,;CouId  not  possibly 'be'the  object,  or  be  con- 
sidered as  a  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  rule;  and  com- 
mon understanding  and  experience  would,  in  a  moment, 
be  able  to  decide  what  ought  to  be  considered  an  acci- 
dental or  intended  departure  from  it.  Should  the  mere 
circumstances,  in  running  round  a  survey,  of  setting  a 
course  an  half  or  a  quarter  of  a  degree  too  wide,  and 
including  an  acre  or  more  two  much,  be  made  use  of  to 
prevent  the  acceptance  of  a  survey,  the  common  feel- 
ing of  the  people  wo-ild  revolt  at  it;  nor  could  the  mere 
lett'^T  of  any  law  justify  the  mischief,  the  inconvenience, 
and  expense  which  would  follow  from  the  construction; 
and  every  law  should  be  construed  reasonably;  as  s. 
jood  general  rule,  however,  it  has  been  adopted  by  the 


Immediately  after  the  plaintiflf's  warrant  was  taken  out 
Millison  built  a  cabin  on  the  lands  in  controversy,  and 
retained  possession  of  them.  On  the  23d  of  October, 
1786,  Jacob  Millison,  as  administrator  of  his  father, 
obtained  a  warrant  for  200  acres,  in  trust  for  the  heirs, 
and  procured  a  survey  of  220  3-4  acres,  on  the  12th  of 
September,  1786,  and  a  patent  on  the  12th  of  October, 
1786 — which  included  the  lands  in  question. 

Three  surveyors  were  examined,  who  declared,  that 
where  there  was  no  dispute,  they  found  little  or  no  dif- 
ficulty, where  they  returned  more  than  ten  per  cent. 
surplus,  on  surveys  made  by  them  since  the  Revolution. 
In  some  instances,  350  and  360  acres  had  been  survey- 
ed, and  returned  on  warrants  for  200  acres;  and  insonie 
others,  double  the  quantity  of  the  lands  mentioned  in 
the  wari'ants,  and  they  had  been  all  accepted. 

Judge  Smith,  who,  by  reason  of  the  indisposition  of 
the  presiding  judge,  delivered  the  charge,  said  "  I,  how- 
ever, for  my  own  p.art,  do  not  go  so  far  as  the  witnesses, 
with  respect  to  surveyinff,  and  returning  surplus  lands. 
I  rather  think  the  deputy  was  not  obliged  to  make  a 
return  of  so  large  a  survey  as  900  acres,  under  warrants 
f  )r  600  acres;  and  that  the  Land  Office  was  not  bound 
by  tiieir  usage,  to  accept  so  large  a  return,  The  first 
instructions  to  the  deputy  surveyors,  not  to  survey 
more  than  a  surplus  of  ten  per  cent,  on  each  hundred 
acres  contained  in  a  warrant,  took  place  in  1767,  and 
arose  from  a  desire  to  accommodate  the  different  appli- 
ers  with  lands,  and  the  fees  of  the  different  officers 
were  regulated  thereby.  But  when  it  was  discovered 
that  the  proprietary  institution  might  be  evaded  by  tak- 
ing out  warrants  in  the  names  of  other  persons,  the  rule 
of  practice  still  continued,  though  the  reason  of  it  had 
long  before  ceased.  However,  before  the  Revolution 
whenever  the  deputy  surveyor  certified,  that  the  surplus 
lands  beyond  the  ten  per  cent,  were  only  desirable  for 
the  lands  in  the  warr.ant,  there  was  little  hesitation  as 
to  the  accepting  of  the  return  of  survey  of  such  surplus. 
I  know  of  no  rule  on  the  subject.     If  the  present  con- 


courts,  which  regard  the  customs  of  the  Land  Office,     test  rested  merely  on  the   point,   whether  450  acres 

-  "  should  not  be  returned  on  each  of  Millison's  warrants, 

as  a  m.atter  of  right,  I  should  incline  against  the  defend- 
ant; but  I  give  no  decided  opinion  thereon.  The  prac- 
tice of  surveyors,  since  the  Revolution,  would  have 
great  v/eight." 

The  main  question,  however,  was,  whether  taking 
the  new  warrant  for  the  200  acres,  was  not  an  abaindon- 
mentof  the  first  survey,  and  an  acquiescence  in  the  two 
returns  excluding  the  land;  and  whether  the  defendant 
knew  and  consenled  to  it;  and  if  he  did,  the  plaintiff's 
warrant  must  be  preferred.  And  it  was  said  that  the 
surveyor  had  no  right  to  garble  lands  at  his  will  and 
pleasure,  and  returns  what  parcel  he  thinks  proper; 
and  that  in  an  instance  like  the  present  he  should  have 
stated  the  contents  of  the  first  survey  to  his  employer, 
and  taken  his  directions  therein.  And  it  resulted  to 
this,  whether  the  assistant  surveyor  had  been  guilty  of 
a  legal  fraud,  or  not?  and  the  jury,  under  the  circum- 
stances, found  a  verdict  for  the  defendant,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  court. 

So,  in  Kyle's  lessee  v.  White,  decided  in  180S,  in  the 
Supreme  Court,  the  defendant  held  under  two  waiTaiits, 
dated  3d  February,  1755,  for  one  hundred  acres,  each, 
on  which  a  survey  of  562  1-2  acres  was  made  on  the 
28th  of  November,  1760,  but  not  returned,  from  acci- 
dental circumstances,  into  the  Surveyor  General's  office, 
until  November,  1766. 

Tilghman,  C.  J.  In  considering  the  objection  as  to 
the  quantity  of  land,  we  must  advert  to  the  time  when 
the  survey  was  made.  If  made  at  this  day,  the  objec- 
tion would  be  decisive.  But  in  the  year  1760,  when  it 
was  made,  it  was  customary  to  include  much  larger 
quantities  than  the  warrants  called  for.  It  was  not  until 
1767,  that  this  practice  was  altered  by  instructions  of 
the  governor  to  the  surveyors.  The  plaintiff  had  notice 
of  defendant's  survey,  before  he  took  out  his  warrant. 
1  ninnev,  249. 


But  even  the  ten  percent,  must  be  relinquished,  where 
the  interest  of  other  purchasers  would  be  affected  by  it. 
If  an  adjoining  warrantee  would  be  diminished  in  quan- 
tity, the  elder  warrant  must  be  restricted  to  its  quantity 
without  any  surplus,  which  can  be  retained  only  where 
it  does  no  injury  to  others;  and  the  first  applier  has  no 
right  to  complain,  if  he  gets  what  he  purchased.  The 
whole  law,  therefore,  as  far  as  it  has  been  considered 
by  the  courts  will  .appear  in  the  following  cases. 

The  point  was  started  in  the  case  of  the  lessee  of 
Merchant  and  Bright  v.  John  Millison,  before  Yeates 
and  Smith  Justices,  Westmoreland,  November,  1800. 
MSS-  Reports.  But  the  case  appears  to  have  gone  on 
other  grounds,  and  will  be  stated  here  so  far  only  as 
connected  with  this  subject,  and  introductory  to  other 
cases. 

The  plaintiff  clairned  the  land  under  a  warrant  for 
259  acres,  dated  10th  February  17S6,  on  which  268 
acres,  and  155  perches,  were  surveyed  on  the  12th  of 
April  following,  and  a  patent  thereon  27th  of  October, 
1787. 

Jacob  Millison,  the  father  of  defendant,  on  the  4th  of 
December  1784,  obtained  two  warrants,  for  300  acres — 
e.ach,  calling  for  .an  improvement.  One  in  his  own  name, 
on  which  interest  was  to  commence  on  the  1st  of  March, 
1780 — the  other  in  the  name  of  his  son  Philip,  interest 
to  commence  on  the  1st  of  March,  1782. 

The  assistant  of  the  deputy  surveyor  made  a  Large 
survey  on  these  warrants,  of  900  acres,  on  the  26th  of 
April  1785,  but  afterwards  returned  above  300  acres  on 
each  warrant. 

The  plaintiffs  survey  included  some  of  the  improved, 
and  some  of  the  best  land  in  the  large  survey,  by  a  sup- 
posed line,  which  was  not  marked,  about  fifty  perches 
from  defendant's  house,  leaving  to  defendant,  a  quan- 
tity of  poor,  thin  land,  on  the  back  part  of  the  survey. 
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And,  in  1810,  the  case  came  before  the  Supreme 
Court,  in  the  lessee  of  Steinmetz  v-  Young,  under  the 
following  circumstances,  on  appeal  from  the  circuit 
court,  at  York. 

The  plaintiff  claimed  under  a  warrant  to  William 
Grouce  for  100  acres  in  the  year  1751,  founded  upon 
an  improvement.  In  October,  1761,  Grouce  conveyed 
to  George  Stevenson  and  George  Ross,  describing  the 
property  as  "aplantatioii  and  tract  of  land,  containing 
by  estimation  300  acres  more  or  less."  A  survey  of 
279  3-4  acres  was  made  on  the  warrant  by  T.  Armor,  an 
assistant  deputy  surveyor,  on  the  26th  of  February, 
1764,  which  was  iTever  returned,  and  it  was  clear  from 
the  Surveyor's  field  notes,  that  the  survey  was  not  cor- 
rect, because  159  acres  of  it  were  included  in  another 
survey  made  three  days  before  by  Armor,  for  Ross  £c 
Co.  wiio  were  still  tlie  owners  of  Grouce's  war.-ant.  On 
the  9th  of  November,  1788,  a  survey  of  287  acres  and 
137  ps.  was  made  for  the  lesser  of  the  plaintiff,  on 
Grouce's  warrant  which  he  then  owned,  including  but 
a  small  part  of  the  first  survey;  and  this  was  returned 
and  filed  in  the  Surveyor  General's  Office,  on  the  16th 
of  April,  1790. 

The  defendant,  who  claimed  under  a  warrant  for  60 
acres,  including  an  improvement,  dated  June  4th,  1802, 
interest  to  commence  on  the  4th  March,  1790,  which 
was  offered  in  evidence,  and  overruled,  but  also  waved, 
on  plaintiff's  consent  to  read  it,  contended  that  the  sur- 
vey of  1788,  could  not  be  maintained,  in  consequence 
of  the  orders  of  1767;  and  because  the  act  of  assembly 
of  the  8th  of  April,  1785,  in  effect  imposed  the  same 
restriction,  was  in  many  respects  a  general  law,  extend- 
ed to  every  part  of  the  State,  and  was  a  direct  obstacle 
to  the  acceptance  of  the  plaintiff's  survey,  which  no 
practice,  or  custom  in  the  Land  Office  could  obviate; 
and  cited  Kyle  v.  "White,  where  it  is  said,  that  if  the  sur- 
vey in  that  case  had  been  made  at  the  present  day,  the 
objection  founded  upon  its  excess,  would  have  been 
decisive. 

The  point  reserved  at  the  trial  was,  whether  on  tlie 
warrant  for  100  acres,  a  survey  of  287  acres,  in  1788, 
could  be  accepted,  and  it  was  fully  argued  on  this  ap- 
peal. 

Tilghman,  C.  J-  delivered  the  judgment  of  the  court 
as  follows: 

There  is  no  doubt,  but  that  prior  to  the  year  1767,  a 
survey  of  300  acres  might  have  been  made  on  a  warrant 
for  100;  such  was  the  practice  of  the  Land  Office.  But 
in  the  year  1767,  the  Board  of  Property  made  an  order, 
that  no  survey  should  be  accepted,  containing  more 
than  ten  per  cent,  surplus,  above  the  quantity  called 
for  by  the  warrant,  with  the  usual  allowance  of  six  per 
cent,  for  roads.  See.  An  act  of  Assembly  to  the  same 
effect  was  made  in  April,  1785;  but  as  it  has  been  ex- 
pressly decided  by  this  court,  in  the  case  of  M'Ginnis's 
lessee,  v.  Albright,  December,  1799,  that  this  act  does 
not  extend  to  any  part  of  the  State,  but  that  which  lies 
within  the  last  purchase  of  the  Indians,  it  has  no  bearing 
on  the  present  case. 

.Tudge  Smith,  who  had  great  experience  in  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Lantl  Oflice.and  was  himself  a  deputy  sur- 
veyor before  the  Revolution,  mentions,  in  his  charge, 
that  he  had  himself  surveyed  400  acres,  on  a  300  acre 
warrant,  after  the  year  1767,  which  had  been  accepted, 
the  party  paying  for  the  surplus;  and  that  he  knew  ot 
no  instance,  where  a  survey,  containing  more  than  ten 
per  cent,  surplus,  had  been  rejected  by  the  Land  Of- 
fice, if  it  did  not  interfere  with  the  rights  acquired  by 
others,  before  the  return  of  the  survey.  It  is  certain 
that  the  proprietary  officers  were  in  the  habit  of  fome- 
times  dispensing  with  the  general  rules  of  office,  where 
no  injustice  was  done  by  it;  and  it  is  a  striking  feature 
in  the  present  cause,  that  in  the  year  1761,  Grouce  con- 
sidered himself  as  entitled  to  300  acres  on  this  warrant. 
At  that  time  he  might  have  had  his  300  acres  surveyed; 
and  if  it  was  understood  in  the  neighborhood,  that  he 
meant  to  take  300  acres;  or  there  were  any  lines,  or 


marks,  by  which  notice  was  given  of  the  extent  of  his 
claim,  I  think  it  highly  probable,  that  the  proprietary 
officers  would  have  accepted  a  survey  for  287  acres, 
after  the  year  1767,  provided  he  had  stated  his  case  to 
the  Board  of  Property,  and  make  it  appear,  that  no 
other  person  had  acquired  an  interest  in  the  surplus. 
The  acceptance  of  such  a  survey  was  a  matter  between 
the  warrantee  and  the  proprietaries.  No  third  person 
could  be  injured.  Nor  has  the  present  defendant  the 
least  particle  of  equity  in  his  case.  What  is  it  to  him 
whether  the  plaintiff  had  more  or  less  land  included  in 
his  survey. 

I  have  endeavored  to  ascertain  the  practice  of  our 
ov/n  Land  Office,  since  the  revolution:  and  it  appears 
that  many  surveys  have  been  accepted,  made  since  the 
year  1767,  on  old  warrants,  containing  more  than  ten 
per  cent,  surplus.  Considering  all  the  circumstances 
of  this  case  then,  without  laying  down  any  general  rule, 
it  is  my  opinion,  tliat  the  return  of  the  pkintiff 's  survey, 
which  was  filed  in  the  Land  Office,  before  any  other 
person  had  acquired  a  right,  and  to  which  no  objection 
was  made  by  the  Surveyor  General,  gave  him  sufficient 
title  to  recover  in  this  ejectment.     Judgment  affirmed. 

But  all  the  cases  recognized  the  principle,  that  if  a 
third  person  should  be  injured,  or  there  should  be  an 
intervening  right  before  the  survey  made,  though  on  a 
younger  warrant,  the  first  warrant  wiil  not  be  entitled 
even  to  the  ten  per  cent,  surplus,  if  it  would  thereby 
deprive  the  second  warrant  of  any  part  of  its  quantit)'. 

Thu=,  in  Elliott's  lessee,  v.  Bonnet,  twice  before 
cited,  the  judge  concluded  his  ch.irgeto  the  jury,  thus, 
"  If  the  jury  shall  decide  for  the  plaintiff,  tl.e  only  re- 
maining thing  to  be  considered,  is,  what  ought  he  to 
recover.'  He  has  got  under  the  warrant  to  Croyle,  in- 
cluding his  improvement,  123  acres,  and  123  perches; 
and  there  being  another  legal  right  in  the  hands  of  the 
surveyor  (though  posterior  to  Croyle's  application)  be- 
fore the  survey  was  made,  he  is  now  entitled  only  to 
176  acres,  and  37  perches;  the  difference  between  what 
is  already  surveyed  to  him,  and  the  strict  quantity  of 
300  acres,  under  his  improvement,  and  not  to  any  sur- 
plus quantity  of  ten  per  cent,  and  that  finding  for  the 
ten  per  cent,  might  possibly  endanger  their  verdict. 

And  in  the  lessee  of  Gripe  v.  Baird,  Huntingdon, 
May.  1805,  before  Yeates  and  Smith,  justices,  MSS.  Re- 
ports. The  rule  was  thus  recognized,  "  That  under 
the  order  of  May,  1767,  the  deputy  surveyors  were  not 
to  return  more  than  ten  per  cent,  beyond  the  usual  al- 
lowance for  roads,  on  the  quantity  of  lands  contained  in 
the  application  or  warrant;  but  this  only  held  when  there 
was  no  conflicting  right  when  the  survey  was  made;  for 
in  such  case  the  deputy  wns  not  permitted  to  exceed  the 
quantity  called  for  with  the  allowance  of  six  per  cent, 
for  roads.  'I  his  w.as  equal  justice,  and  conformable  to 
the  settled  practice  of  the  Land  Office.  It  has  been 
pursued  in  the  circuit  court,  at  Bedford,  in  November, 
1801,  in  Elliott's  lessee,  v.  Bonnet,  where  the  jury  were 
strongly  disposed  to  find  the  surplus  often  per  cent  for 
the  plaintiff. 

On  the  fourth  item  of  the  second  set  of  instructions, 
to  the  deputies,  before  noted,  the  following  case  has 
occurred. 

Lessee  of  Bear  V.  Russell,  Northumberland,  October, 
1796,  before  Yeates  and  Smith,  justices,MSS    Reports. 

An  application  was  entered,  on  the  3d  of  April,  1769, 
No.  164,  in  the  name  of  John  M'Grath,  for  300  acres  of 
land,  on  the  south  side  of  the  wes!  branch  of  Susque- 
hanna, about  25  miles  from  Fort  Augusta,  concluding 
a  bottom  called  Oughcoughpockeny. 

A  survey  was  made  thereon,  by  Charles  Lukens,  of 
330  acres  and  allowance,  on  the  26th  of  June,  1769, 
which  contained  a  front  ol  902  perches  on  the  river. 

Caveats  were  filed  against  the  return  of  this  survey; 
and  on  the  26th  of  March,  1770,  the  Board  of  Proper- 
ty, on  the  claims  of  John  Stephens,  John  Montgomery, 
and  John  Morgan,  against  William  Plunket,  (,who  ob- 
tained a  transfer  of  M'Grath's  location  on  the  21st  of 
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Mtu'ch,  preceding,)  decided,  that  the  narrow  bottom  on 
the  river  slioiild  he  divided  by  Charles  Lukens  and 
William  Scull,  into  as  many  tracts  as  it  would  allow  of, 
taking' in  as  much  of  the  back  lands  as  were  fit  to  be 
taken  up,  or  as  the  parties  should  be  willing  to  take 
into  their  surveys;  and  that  it  should  stand  over,  until 
the  matter  should  be  decided  between  Stephens  and 
Plunket,  as  to  Plunket's  location.  A  patent,  however, 
issued  to  Plunket,  on  liie  17th  of  August,  1774,  and  on 
the  next  day  he  mortgaged  the  lands  to  the  trustees  of 
the  general  Loan  Office,  to  seciu-e  the  payment  of 
200/.  and  interest,  on  the  22d  of  April,  1793,  the  lands 
were  sold  by  Flavel  Roan,  sheriff,  (the  mortgage  money 
being  unpaid,)  to  the  lessors  of  the  plaintiff,  for  811/. 

The  defendant  held  as  tenant,  under  the  heirs  of 
John  Montgomery,  who  entered  an  application  on  the 
third  of  April,  1799,  No.  916,for300  acres  on  the  west, 
branch  of  Susquehanna,  upon  the  soutli  side  of  the  said 
branch,  opposite  the  lower  end  of  the  proprietaries  sur- 
vey, upon  a  small  run  on  the  river,  opposite  to  the  up- 
per end  of  Muncy  hill. 

It  appeared  in  evidence,  that  the  defendant's  location 
described  the  lands  in  question,  and  that  if  Plunket's 
survey  had  been  bounded  by  the  run  therein  mentioned, 
it  would  have  excluded  the  controverted  grounds- 
There  was  a  long  narrow  bottom  of  excellent  land  along 
the  river:  tlie  grounds  back  were  arable,  and  fit  for  cul- 
tivation, though  being  pine  barrens,  they  were  of  much 
inferior  quality  to  those  in  front  of  the  river.  Applica- 
tion was  made  in  June,  1769,  to  Levy  Stevens,  who 
surveyed  under  Charles  I,ukens  to  make  the  survey  for 
Montgomery.  He  promised  to  do  it,  and  return  the 
lands  above  tlie  mouth  of  the  run  for  him,  and  a  large 
walnut  tree  there,  was  afterwards  fixed  as  a  corner  of 
his  survey;  but  the  promise  was  not  complied  with. 

Notice  was  given  at  the  Sheriff's  sale,  of  Montgome- 
ry's claim. 

Yeates,  J.beingone  of  the  executors  of  S.  Chambers, 
who  claimed  part  of  the  land,  declined  taking  any  part 
in  the  decision. 

Smith,  J.  I  feel  no  difficulty  whatever,  sitting  alone 
in  this  cause.  It  is  so  plain  that  it  cannot  be  perplexed. 
The  insi ructions  formerly  given  to  deputy  surveyors, 
and  their  usage,  will  readily  determine  the  dispute  be- 
tween the  parties. 

He  thtn  mentioned  the  4th  item  of  the  instructions, 
before  given  at  large. 

If  there  were  no  other  warrants  or  applications  than 
those  they  were  executing,  they  assumed  greater  liber- 
ties; and  if,  in  such  instances,  they  gave  a  larger  front 
on  a  river,  or  creek,  than  their  instructions  admitted, 
and  their  surveys  were  accepted,  no  injury  was  done, 
and  no  one  could  reasonably  complain.  The  proprieta- 
ries might,  in  such  a  case,  dispense  with  their  usual 
rule,  and  grant  their  lands  as  they  pleased.  But  where 
there  were  other  rights,  though  subsequent  in  point  of 
time,  which  also  called  for  execution,  the  due  propor- 
tion of  front  on  the  water,  and  extent  back,  ought  in 
justice  to  be  adhered  to.  To  deviate  from  the  estab- 
lished rule  under  those  circumstances,  would  do  mani- 
fest injustice  to  third  persons.  I  will  not  say,  that  in 
practice,  the  surveyor  is  restricted  to  one,  or  even  two 
perches  beyond  his  directions;  where  the  situation  of 
the  grounds  calls  for  a  latitude  in  judgment;  but  I  will 
assert,  that  to  go  903  perches,  by  the  margin  of  a  navi- 
gable river,  and  where  the  lands  back  are  of  a  quaUty 
proper  for  cultivation,  to  fill  up  an  order  for  300  acres, 
is  altogether  unprecedented,  and  unwarranted  by  any 
law  or  usage,  where  it  would  operate  against  the  rights 
of  others.  By  such  improper  practices,  in  garbling  the 
whole  of  the  lands  in  the  first  quality,  tlie  settlement  of 
the  country  is  retarded,  besides  doing  essential  injus- 
tice to  individuals. 

There  was  accordingly  a  verdict  for  defendant.  But 
on  the  erection  of  Lycoming  county,  in  which  the  lands 
now  lie,  the  controversy  was  renewed;  but  it  has  since 
been  compromised. 

(To  be  continued  ) 


CHESTER  COUNTY  CABINET. 

Seventh  Report  of  the  Chester  County  Cabinet  of  Na* 
tural  Science. 

At  the  stated  meeting  of  the  Cabinet,  on  the  lilth  o^ 
March,  1834,  CHEYNEY  HANNUM,  on  behalf  of  the 
Curators,  offered  the  following  Report: — which  was  ap- 
proved, and  ordered  to  be  published. 

In  presenting  the  Annual  Report,  comprising  a  brief 
outline  of  the  present  condition  and  an  enumeration  of 
the  acquisitions  and  advancement  of  the  Cabinet,  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  the  Curators  feel  assured  that  there 
is  abundant  cause  for  congratulating  their  fellow  mem- 
bers, on  account  of  the  increasing  prosperity  of  the  in- 
stitution. 

Our  collections  have  been  greatly  augmented,  dui;ing 
the  space  of  time  embraced  by  the  present  Report,  and 
in  some  departments  the  additions  exceed  those  of  any 
preceding  year.  For  this  enlargement  we  are  much  in- 
debted to  the  liberality  of  several  valuable  friends  and 
correspondents,  who,  in  conjunction  with  the  active 
portion  of  our  members,  have  contributed  to  effect  that 
degree  of  success  which  we  have  now  the  pleasure  to 
announce. 

It  might,  perhaps,  be  considered  within  the  province 
of  our  duties  to  notice  the  several  valuable  mineral  lo- 
calities of  our  county.  But  the  necessity  of  this  requi- 
sition will  appear  less  urgent  when  we  recollect  that, 
in  1832,  one  of  our  members  made  a  catalogue,  which 
is  filed  among  the  Cabinet  papers,  of  all  the  known  Mi- 
neral localities  of  Chester  county.  Since  that  time  we 
are  not  aware  that  any  discoveries  of  importance  have 
been  made,  except  some  strata  of  fine  white  marble  in 
the  Great  Valley,  about  five  miles  north  of  West  Ches- 
ter. We  might  remark,  however,  that  a  mine  of  the 
black  oxide  of  manganese  has  recently  been  opened  on 
the  farm  of  Mr.  William  Osborne,  near  the  line  between 
the  townships  of  West  Town  and  East  Bradford  ;  and 
we  have  been  informed  that  it  is  in  contemplation  to 
open  another  mine,  on  an  adjoining  farm  belonging  to 
Mr.  John  Osborne,  of  West  Town.  Several  of  the  ox- 
ides of  manganese  are  found  in  that  vicinity.  The  black 
oxide  is  of  a  superior  quality  and  will  command  the 
highest  price  given  for  the  article  in  the  Philadelphia 
market.  Several  tons  have  been  obtained  by  the  per- 
sons engaged  in  the  enterprise,  but  whether  there  is  a 
bed  sufficiently  extensive  to  render  the  undertaking  a 
profitable  business,  they  are  yet  unable  to  determine. 

In  our  mineralogical  department  we  acknowledge  the 
reception  of  several  valuable  donations : 

From  Dr.  Joseph  Cloud,  4  boxes  of  minerals,  con- 
taining nearly  400  specimens.  This  splendid  collection 
may  be  noted  as  one  of  the  most  estimable  presents  we 
have  ever  received;  and  in  testimony  of  our  respect  to 
the  donor,  and  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  we  are 
not  insensible  to  such  exemplary  generosity,  a  case  will 
be  prepared  for  preserving  them  separate  from  our 
other  minerals,  where  they  will  be  distinguished  by  the 
appropriate  title  of  the  "  Cloud  donation." 

From  Mr.  Jonathan  Valentine,  a  beautiful  specimen 
of  Zoisitc,  from  West  Goshen  tow  nship,  near  the  N.  E. 
angle  of  this  borough.  Also,  from  Mr.  Samuel  Tyson, 
14  specimens  of  Chester  county  minerals.  Dr.  Carra- 
w.ay  presented  a  valuable  collection  of  minerals  from 
Arkansaw  Territory,  among  which  are  several  hand- 
some specimens  of  Limpid,  Mdky,  and  Yellow  Quartz. 
Mr.  Carpenter  Marshall  presented  several  specimens  of 
Feldspar  and  Carbonate  of  Lime,  from  the  State  of  Del- 
aware.  From  Mr.  Joseph  A.  Davidson,  4  specimens  of 
minerals  from  the  vicinity  of  Pottsville.  From  L.  W. 
Williams,  2  collections  of  minerals  from  various  locali- 
ties, principally  within  the  state  of  New  York.  From 
Mr.  Davis  Brooke,  several  specimens  of  clay,  mixed 
with  the  oxide  of  Iron,  which  have  been  placed  in  our 
Chester  county  case,  for  future  inspection. 

From  Dr.  Isaac  Parrish,  of  Phihidelphia,  a  box  of 
casts  of  North  American  Trilobitcs,  which,  with  those 
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forwarded  during  the  preceding^  year,  by  the  same  gen- 
tleman, form  an  interesiing  collection,  which  may  con- 
tribute to  facilitate  our  progress  in  the  investigation  of 
these  remarkable  fossil  remains. 

From  Mr.  Wm.  M.  Meredith,  of  Philadelphia,  3  spe- 
cimens of  Stalactite  from  Antiparos,  and  a  specimen  of 
white  marble  from  the  quarry  at  Paros.  These  were 
accompanied  by  other  donations,  consisting  of  a  frag- 
ment of  Mosaic  pavement;  and  an  Earthen  Lamp  found 
in  the  Grecian  Archipelago,  supposed  to  be  about  3000 

From  Philip  P.  Sharpless,  some  iron  and  lead  balls, 
from  the  Brandywine  battle  ground;  and  also  one  mus- 
ket ball  from  D.  Carr,  embedded  in  oak  from  the  same 
locality- 

The  additions  of  the  Flora  of  the  county,  have  not 
been  numerous.  The  following  plants,  however,  have 
been  detected  within  its  limits,  since  last  report,  viz.-— 
Cenchrus  echinatus,  Lithospermum  hirtum,  Habenaria 
bracteata,  Liparis  Correana,  Carex  setacea,  C.  Torrey- 
ana,  and  Pinus  inops. 

Our  general  Herbarium  has  been  greatly  augmented 
by  the  munificence  of  Professor  Hooker,  of  Glasgow, 
in  presenting  us  with  433  species  of  plants;  of  which 
upwards  of  300  were  new  to  our  collection.  A  consider- 
able number  of  these  are  from  the  Arctic  regions  of  this 
continent.  To  that  distinguished  gentleman  and  pro- 
found botanist,  we  are  under  many  obligations  for  fre- 
quent and  liberal  remittances  of  plants.  Some  valuable 
acquisitions  have  also  been  obtained  from  the  Pine  for- 
ests of  New  Jersey,  which  were  visited,  by  two  of  our 
members,  once  a  month  during  the  last  summer- 

The  cultivators  of  American  Botany  have  recently 
been  deprived  of  an  eminent  fellow  labourer,  in  the  late 
Rev.  Lewis  D-  v.  Schweinitz,  of  Bethlehem,  Pa. ;  and 
this  Cabinet,  in  particular,  has  to  lament  the  loss  of  an 
early,  constant,  and  generous  benefactor.  The  recol- 
lection of  his  many  virtues  will  be  unceasingly  cherish- 
ed by  every  mpmber  who  enjoyed  the  happiness  of  his 
personal  acquaintance;  whilst  the  volumes  ot  our  Her- 
barium will  for  ever  bear  testimony  to  the  liberality  and 
value  of  his  contributions.  So  long  as  our  Institution 
shall  exist,  we  never  can  be  unmindful  of  our  obliga- 
tions to  our  late  amiable  and  estimable  friend. 

Considerable  attention  is  devoted  to  Zoology  by  a  por- 
tion of  our  members.  Ornithology  continues  to  be  a 
favorite  branch  of  science;  and  it  is  to  this  department 
that  the  most  extensive,  as  well  as  the  most  interesting 
accessions  have  been  m.ade  during  the  past  year.  Since 
the  last  report  about  50  county  specimens  have  been 
added  to  our  former  collection,  prepared  in  a  style  of 
superior  neatness  by  Mr.  John  K.  Townsend,  a  young 
but  talented  ornithologist  of  Philadelphia. 

The  following  Catalogue  exhibits  a  list  of  the  speci- 
mens just  referred  to: 


18,  S.  Americana, 

19,  S.  Petechia, 

20,  S.  Canadensis, 

21,  S.  Vermivora, 

22,  S.Trichas, 

23,  Regulus  Cristatiis, 

24,  Kringilla  Cyanea, 

25,  F.  Pennsylvania, 

26,  F.  Savanna, 

27,  F.  Passerina, 

28,  F.  Pusllla, 

29,  F.  Pinus, 

30,  F.  Uiaca, 

31,  F.  Ludoviciana, 

32,  F.  Purpurea, 

33,  Loxia  Curvirostra, 

34,  Columba  Carolinen 

sis, 

35,  Tringa  Semipalma- 

ta, 

36,  Totanus  Flavipes, 

37,  T.  Bartramius, 

38,  T.  Cliloropygius, 

39,  Anas  Sponsa, 


M-  Blue  yellow  back  Warbler. 
M.  Yellow  red  poll  Warbler. 
M.  Black  throated  blue  Warb. 
M.  Worm-eating  Warbler. 
F.  Maryland  yellow  throat. 
M.  Golden  crested  Wren. 
F.  Indigo  Bird. 
M.  White-throated  Sparrow. 
M.  Savannah  Finch. 
F.  Yellow  winged  Sparrow. 
M.  Field  Sparrow. 
F.  Pine  Finch. 
M.  Fox  coloured  Sparrow. 
M.  Rose-breasted  Giosbeak. 
M.  Purple  Finch. 
M.  American  Crossbill. 

M.  Turtle  Dove. 

M.  Semipalmated  Sandpiper. 
F.  Yellow-shanks  Snipe. 
M.  Bartrams  Sandpiper. 
M.  Solitary  Sandpiper. 
M.  Summer  Duck. 


The  last  enumersited  specimen  was  presented  by  Mr. 
George  F.  Kennedy.  In  addition  to  the  above  we  take 
pleasure  in  announcing  the  following  donation  from  Mr. 
John  K-  Townsend,  comprising  15  species  of  bh'ds, 
mostly  rare: 


1,  Mergus  Cuculatus, 

2,  Podiceps  Carolinensis, 

3,  Fuligula  Perspicillata, 

4,  Falco  Columbarius, 

5,  Turilus  Mustelinus, 

6,  T.  Minor, 

7,  T.  Wilsonii, 

8,  Ardea  Candidissima, 

9,  A.  Nyclicorax, 

10,  A.  Vircsceiis, 

11,  Rillus  Crepitans, 

12,  R.         Virginianus, 

13,  Tringa  Arenaria, 

14,  Charadrius  Wilsonius, 

15,  Sylvia  Vigorsii 


1,  Falco  Sparverius,  Fern. 

2,  Falco  Velox»         Male. 

3,  Coccyzus  Erythrop- 

thalmus,  M. 

4,  PicusPubescens,       F. 

5,  Hirundo  Bicolor,       M. 

6,  Muscicapa  Fusca,      M. 

7,  M.  Acadica,  M. 

8,  M.  Ruticilla,  M. 

9,  Vireo  Noveboracen- 

sis,  M. 

10,  V-  Gilvus,  M. 

11,  V.  Olivaceus,  M- 

12,  Sylvia  Noveboracen- 

sis,  M. 

13,  S.  Pardslina,    M.  &  F. 

14,  S.  Blackburni,  M. 

15,  S,  Icterocephala,      M. 

16,  S.  Striata,  M. 

17,  S.  Pinus,  M. 


American  Sparrow  Hawk. 
Slate  coloured  Hawk. 

Black  billed  Cuckoo. 
Downy  Woodpecker. 
White-bellied  Swallow. 
Pewit  Flycatcher. 
Small    green-crested     Fly. 

catcher- 
American  Redstart. 

White-eyed  Flycatcher. 
Warbling  Flycatcher. 
Red-eyed  Flycatcher. 

Water  Thrush. 
Canada  Flycatcher. 
Blackburnian  Warbler. 
Chesnnt-sided  Warbler. 
Black  Poll  Warbler. 
Pine  creeping  Warbler. 


M.  Hooded  Merganser. 

M.  Dobcliick. 

M.  Surf  Duck. 

F.  Pidgeon  Hawk. 

M.  Wood  Thrush. 

F.  Hermit  TluMish. 

M.    Tawny  Thrush. 

M.  Snowy  Heron. 

F.  Ni,y:ht  Heron. 

M.  Green  Heron. 

M.  Clapper  Rail. 

M.  Virginia  Rail. 

M.  Ruddy  Plover. 
Wilson's  Plover. 

F.  Vigors's  Warbler. 
Dr.  E  Mitchener,   of  New  Garden,  presented  a  Iiand- 
some   specimen   of  the  Falco    Halicctus,    (male)    Fish 
Hawk,  and  one  Sylvia  Auumnalis,   (male)   Autumnal 
Warbler. 

From  Mr.  A.  F.  Darley,  of  Philadelphia,  a  specimen 
of  Raltus  Carolinus,  (fem"ale)  Rail  or  Saura. 

From  Mr.  William  Mills,'a  living  specimen  of  Falco 
Leucocephalus  (male)  Bald  E;igle,  taken  in  West  Cain 
township,  Chester  county. 

From  H.  T.  Jefferis,  a  specimen  of  Mergus  Mergan- 
ser, prepared  by  Mr.  Philip  Sharpless. 

From  J.  L.  Darlington,  a  specimen  of  Scidops  Cana- 
densis, prepared  by  himself;  and  two  .'^peciiTiens  of  the 
same  animal  were  presented  by  Mark  Denny,  Esq. 

From  Capt.  Thomas  Dixey  we  received  a  specimen 
of  the  head  and  bill  ot  the  Albatross,  from  the  C^pe  of 
Good  Hope.  Also,  from  the  same  gentleman,  the  jaw- 
bone of  a  Shark — the  jaw.bone  of  a  Porpoise — 2  speci- 
mens of  Zoophytes — a  specimen  of  Paradisea  Apodea 
from  Canton — an  Indian  feather  dress  from  the  N.  W. 
coast  of  America — specimen  of  cloth  manufactured  by 
the  natives  of  the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  several  other 
interesting  donations. 

From  Mr.  Richard  Thomas  we  received  a  copper  cal- 
ender for  the  year  1773;  and  from  Mr.  E.  T.  Weaver 
a  medal  struck  during  the  procession  on  the  centennial 
anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Washington,  accompanied 
with  a  badge. 

By  the  liberality  of  our  President  and  Treasurer,  Dr. 
William  Darlington  and  D.  Townsend,  Esq.  the  value 
of  our  Library  lias  been  greatly  enhanced.  The  follow- 
ing is  a  catalogue  of  their  splendid  donations: 
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Flora  Lomlinensis,  in  four  large  folio  volumes. 
Genera  of  American  Plants,  by  diaries  Plummer. 
Reliquix  HoustonianK,  or  description  of    ^ 

South  American  Plants,  by  Wm,  Hous-  ^  Latin. 
ton,  J 

Historia  Fucorum,  Generic  and  Specific.  '' 

Flora  Monspeliaca,  by  Anthony  Gouan,  ,, 

Flora  Cantabrigiensis,  by  Richard  Relhan,  " 

Definitions  of  the  Genera  of  Plants,  by  Chris- 
tian Gottlieb  Ludwig,  " 
Hortus  Regius  Monspeliensis,  by  A.  Gouan,         '* 
Vaucher's  Confervje,                                           French. 
Botanical  Dictionary,  by  E.  V.  Ventenat,  4 
vols.  " 


Introduction  to  the  Study  of  Botany,  by  J. 
C.  Phihbert,  3  vols.  " 

Vade  Mecum  of  the  Travelling  Botanist  of 
the  environs  of  Paris,  " 

Elementary  Theory  of  Botany,  by  De  Can- 
dolle. 

New   Elements  of  Botany   and   Vegetable 
Physiology,  by  Achille  Richard,  " 

Elementary  lessons  on  Botany,by  J.C.Phili- 
bert. 

Flora  of  the   Environs  of  Paris,  by  .T.   I.. 
Thailher, 

Several  valuable  pamphlets  and  periodicals  have  also 
been  received. 

From  Dr.  C.  W.  Short,  a  copy  of  instructions  for 
gathering  and  preserving  plants;  and  a  catalogue  of 
Phsenogamous  plants  and  ferns,  from  the  same  gen- 
tleman. 

Tlie  Advocate  of  Natural  Science  has  been  received 
from  No.  1  lo  No.  46,  presented  by  the  editor,  Mr.  Wil- 
liam P.  Gibbons.  This  is  a  well  conducted  periodical — 
disseminates  much  useful  knowledge,  and  is  deserving 
a  liberal  patronage. 

Some  Pamphlets,  received  from  P.  A  Browne,  Esq. 
Dr.  Henry  Gibbons,  and  others,  have  been  placed  in 
the  Library. 

The  most  remarkable  Phenomenon  tliat  occurred 
within  the  past  year  was  that  of  a  copious  "  meteoric 
shower,"  as  it  has  been  termed,  which  was  observed 
throughout  the  United  States,  on  the  night  of  Novem- 
ber 12,  1833.  In  this  vicinity  it  commenced  about  mid 
night,  and  continued  until  sunrise  on  the  morning  of 
the  loth.  It  would  swell  this  report  beyond  its  proper 
limits  to  notice  the  various  descriptions  given  by  differ- 
ent observers,  and  the  respective  theories  upon  which 
Meteoric  Phenomena  are  explained.  We  must,  there- 
fore, direct  the  attention  of  such  as  are  desirous  of  in- 1 
formation  upon  this  subject,  to  our  best  Literary  peri- 
odicals subsequent  to  the  above  date,  where,  in  con- 
nection with  much  valuable  knowledge,  they  will  find 
a  detailed  account  of  the  unusual  appearance  to  wliich 
we  have  just  referred. 

In  concluding  our  report,  we  would  remark,  that  the 
spirit  of  mental  improvement  is  progressing  through  va-  j 
rious  portions  of  this  Commonwealth.  Within  the  year  i 
an  attempt  has  been  made  to  form  a  society  in  Uela- 1 
ware  county,  f{>r  the  purpose  of  cultivating  Natural  [ 
Science,  and  another  Cabinet  has  been  establlsh.-d  in  | 
this  county,  located  in  New  Garden  township,  which  ^ 
bids  fair  to  become  a  prosperous  and  interesting  instl-  ^ 
tution.  We  hope  the  day  is  not  far  distant,  when,  in  ■ 
every  county  of  the  state,  thers  will  be  a  sufficient 
number  of  talented  and  public  spirited  persons  to  form  j 
similar  associations  in  the  respective  sections  of  coun- i 
try  where  they  reside,  whose  co-operation  will  effect  a  \ 
discovery  of  all  the  localities  of  the  various  mineral  and  j 
vegetable  productions  which  may  conduce  to  indl- 1 
vidual  wealth,  or  advance  the  general  prosperity  of  the 
community.  | 
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AN  ACT  RESPECTING  COPYRIGHTS. 

Ajt  Act  to   amend  the    several   acts  respecting 
copyrights. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  Jlincrica  in  Congress  assem- 
bled.  That  from  and  afier  the  passage  of  this  act,  any 
person  or  persons,  being  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  or  resident  tiiereln,  who  shall  be  the  au- 
thor or  authors  of  any  book  or  books,  map,  chart,  or 
musical  composition,  which  may  be  now  made  or  com- 
posed, and  not  printed  and  published,  or  shall  hereaf- 
ter be  made  or  compo5pi1,  or  who  shall  invent,  design, 
etch,  engrave,  work,  or  cause  to  be  engraved,  etched, 
or  worked,  from  his  own  design,  any  pii-int  or  engi'aving, 
and  the  executors,  administrators,  or  legal  assigns  of 
such  person  or  persoi'.s,  shall  have  the  sole  right  and 
liberty  of  printing,  re-|)rintlng,  publishing,  and  vending 
such  book  or  bcioks,  map,  cliart,  musical  composition, 
print,  cut,  or  engiavliig,  hi  whole,  or  in  part,  for  the 
term  of  twenty-elglit  yc-rs  from  the  time  of  recording 
the  title  thereof.  In  the  manner  hereinafter  directed. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  If,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  the  .aforesaid  term  of  years,  such  author,  in- 
ventor, designer,  engraver,  or  any  of  them,  where  the 
work  had  been  originally  composed  and  made  by  more 
than  one  person,  be  still  living,  and  a  citizen  or  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  or  resident  therein,  or  being  dead, 
shall  have  left  a  widow,  or  child,  or  children,  elth.r  or 
all  then  living,  the  same  exclusive  right  shall  be  conti- 
nued to  such  author,  designer,  or  engraver,  or  if  dead, 
then  to  such  widow  and  child,  or  children,  for  the  fur- 
ther term  of  fourteen  years:  Frovided,  That  the  title  of 
the  work  so  secured  shall  be  a  second  time  recorded, 
and  all  such  other  regula'ions  as  are  herein  required  in 
regard  to  original  copyrights,  be  complied  with  in  re- 
spect to  such  renewed  copyright,  and  that  within  six 
months  before  the  expiration  of  the  first  time. 

Sec.  3.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  In  all  cases  of 
renewal  of  copyright  under  this  act,  such  autlior  or  pro- 
prietor shall,  within  two  months  from  the  date  of  said 
renewal,  cause  a  copy  of  the  record  thereof  to  be  pub- 
lished In  one  or  more  of  the  newspapers  printed  In  the 
United  States,  for  the  space  of  four  weeks. 

Sec-  4.  Jlnd  be  it  farther  enacted,  Tiiat  no  person 
shall  be  entitled  to  tiie  benefit  of  this  act,  unless  he  shall, 
before  publication,  deposit  a  printed  copy  of  the  title  of 
such  book  or  books,  map,  chart,  musical  composition, 
print,  cut,  or  engraving.  In  the  Cleik's  office  of  the  dis- 
trict court  of  the  district  wherein  the  author  or  proprie- 
tor shall  reside,  and  the  Cllerk  of  such  court  is  hereby 
directed  and  required  to  record  the  name  thereof  forth- 
with, in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  in  the  words 
f  lUowing,  (giving  a  copy  of  the  title,  under  the  seal  of 
the  court,  to  the  said  author  or  proprietor,  whenever 
he   shall  require  the  same:)     'District  of  to 

wit:  Be  it  remembered.    That,    on  the  day   of 

Anno  Domini,  A.  B  of  the  said  district, 

hath  deposited  in  this  office  the  title  of  a  bo'  k,  (map. 
chart,  or  otherwise,  as  the  case  may  be,)  the  title  of 
whicii  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit:  (here  insert  the 
title;)  the  right  whereof  he  claims  as  author  (or  pro- 
prietor, as  the  case  may  be:)  in  conformity  with  an  act 
of  Cong  res',  entitled    "An  act   to  amend  the  several 
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acts  respectiii.^  copyiights."  C.  D. ,  Clerk  of  the  Dis- 
trict. For  which  record,  the  Clerk  shall  be  emitled  to 
receive,  from  the  person  claiming  such  right  as  afore- 
said, fifty  cents;  and  the  like  sum  for  every  copy,  under 
seal,  actually  given  to  such  persons  or  Ms  assigns.  And  j 
the  author  or  proprietor  of  any  suih  book,  map,  chart, 
musical  composition,  print,  cut,  or  engraving,  shall, 
wilhin  three  months  from  the  publication  of  said  book, 
map,  chart,  musical  composition,  print,  cut,  or  engr.^v- 
ing,  deliver  or  cause  to  be  delivered,  a  copy  of  the 
same  to  the  Clerk  of  said  district.  And  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Clerk  of  each  district  court,  at  least  once  in 
every  year,  to  transmit  a  certified  list  of  all  such  records 
of  copyright,  including  the  titles  so  recorded  and  the 
dates  of  record,  and  also  the  several  copies  of  books  or 
other  works,  deposited  in  this  office  according  to  this 
act,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  be  preserved  in  his 
office. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  person 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  act,  unless  he  shall 
give  information  of  copyright  being  secured,  by  causing 
to  be  inserted,  in  the  several  copies  of  each  and  every 
edition  published  during  the  term  secured  on  the  title 
page,  or  the  page  immediately  following,  if  it  be  a 
book,  or,  if  a  map,  chart,  musical  composition,  print, 
cut,  or  engraving,  by  causing  to  be  impressed  on  the 
face  thereof,  or,  if  a  volume  of  maps,  charts,  music,  or 
engavings,  upon  the  title  or  frontispiece  thereof,  the 
following  words,  viz:  "  Entered  accordmg  to  the  act  of 
Congress,  in  the  year  by  A.  B.   in  the  Clerk's 

office  of  the  district  court  of  "  (as  the  case  may 

be.) 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  other 
persons,  from  and  after  the  recording  the  title  of  any 
book  or  books,  according  to  this  act,  shall,  within  the 
term  or  terms  herein  limited,  print,  publish,  or  import, 
or  cause  to  be  printed,  published,  or  imported,  any 
copy  of  such  book  or  books,  without  the  consent  of  the 
person  legally  entitled  to  the  copyright  thereof,  first  had 
and  obtained  in  writing,  signed  in  presence  of  two  or 
more  credible  witnesses,  or  shall,  knowing  the  same  to 
be  so  printed  or  imported,  publish,  sell,  or  expose  to 
sale,  or  cause  to  be  published,  sold,  or  exposed  to  sale, 
any  copy  of  such  book  without  such  consent  in  writing; 
then  such  offender  shall  forfeit  every  copy  of  such 
book  tothe  person  legally,  at  the  time,  entitled  to  the 
copyright  thereof;  and  shall  also  forfeit  and  pay  fifty 
cents  for  every  such  slieet  which  may  be  found  in  his 
possession,  either  printed,  or  printing,  published,  im- 
ported, or  exposed  to  sale,  contrary  to  tlie  intent  of  this 
act,  the  one  moiety  thereof  to  such  legal  owner  of  the 
copyright,  asaforesjid,  and  the  other  to  the  use  of  the 
United  States,  to  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt  in  any 
court  having  competent  jurisdiction  thereof. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  person 
or  persons,  after  the  recording  the  title  of  any  print, 
cut,  or  engraving,  map,  chart,  or  musical  composition, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall,  within  the 
term  or  terms  limited  by  this  act,  engrave,  etch,  or 
work,  sell,  or  copy,  or  causa  to  be  engraved,  etched, 
worked,  or  sold,  or  copied,  either  on  the  whole,  or  by 
varying,  adding  to,  or  diminishing  the  main  design, 
with  intent  to  evade  the  law,  or  shall  print,  or  impoit 
for  sale,  or  cause  to  be  printed  or  imported  for  sale, 
any  such  map,  chart,  musical  composition,  print,  cut, 
or  engraving,  or  any  parts  thereof,  without  the  consent 
of  the  proprietor  or  proprietors  of  the  copyright  thereof 
first  obtained  in  writing,  signed  in  the  presence  of  two 
credible  witnesses,  or  knowing  tlie  same  to  be  so  print- 
ed or  imported  without  such  consent,  shall  publish, 
BelljOr  expose  to  sale,  or  in  any  manner  dispose  of  any 
such  map,  chart,  musical  composition, engraving,  cut.or 
print,  without  such  consent,  as  aforesaid;  then  such  of- 
fender or  offenders  shall  forfeit  the  plate  or  plates  on 
which  such, map,  chart,  musical  composition,  engrav- 
ing, cut,  or  print,  shall  be  copied,  and  also  all  and' eve- 
ry sheet  thereof  so  copied  or  printed,  as  aforesaid,  to 


the  proprietor  or  proprietors  of  the  copyright  thereof; 
and  shall  further  forfeit  one  dollar  for  every  sheet  of 
such  map,  chart,  mus  cal  composition,  print,  cut,  or  en- 
graving, which  may  be  foimd  in  his  or  their  possession, 
printed  or  published,  or  exposed  to  sale,  contrary  to 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act;  the  one  moiety 
thereof  to  the  proprietor  or  proprietors,  and  the  other 
moiety  to  the  use  of  tne  United  States,  to  be  recover- 
ed in  any  court  having  competent  jurisdiction  thereof. 
Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  nothing  in 
this  act  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  prohibit  the 
importation  or  vending,  printing,  or  publishing,  of  any 
map,  chart,  book,  musical  composition,  print,  or  engra- 
ving, written,  composed,  or  made,  by  any  person  not 
being  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  nor  resident  within 
the  jurisdiction  thereof 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any  person 
or  ]5ersons,  who  shall  print  or  publish  any  manuscript 
whatever,  without  the  consent  of  the  author,  or  legal 
propiietor  first  obtained  as  aforesaid,  if  such  author  or 
proprietor  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  resident 
therein,  shall  be  liable  to  suffer  and  pay,  to  the  author 
or  proprietor,all  damages  occasioned  by  such  injury,  to 
be  recovered  by  a  special  action  on  the  case,  founded 
upon  this  act,  in  any  court  having  cognizance  thereof; 
and  the  several  courts  of  the^ United  States  empowered 
to  grant  injunctions  to  prevent  the  violation  of  the  rights 
of  authors  and  inventors,  are  hereby  empowered  to 
grant  injunctions,  in  like  manner  according  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  equity,  to  restrain  such  publication  of  any  ma- 
nuscript as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  ifany  person 
or  persons  shall  be  sued  or  prosecuted,  for  any  matter, 
act  or  thing  done  under  or  by  virtue  of  this  act,  he  or 
they  may  plead  the  general  issue,  and  give  the  special 
matter  in  evidence. 

Sec.  11.  Andbeit  further  enacted,  That,  if  any  per- 
son or  persons,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act, 
shall  print  or  publish  any  book,  map,  chart,  musi'  al 
composition,  print,  cut,  or  engraving,  not  h.aving  legal- 
ly acquired  the  copyright  thereof,  and  shall  insert,  or 
impress  that  the  same  hath  been  entered  according  to 
act  of  Congress,  or  words  purporting  the  same,  every 
person  so  offending  shall  forfeit  and  pay  one  hundred 
dollars;  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  person  who  shall  sue 
for  the  same,  and  the  other  to  the  use  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt,  in  any  court 
of  record  having  cognizance  thereof. 

Sec.  12,  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  all  reco- 
veries under  this  act,  either  for  damages,  forfeitures,  or 
penalties,  full  costs  shall  be  allowed  thereon,  any  thing 
in  any  former  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  13.  A7id  be  it  furlticr  enacted.  That  no  action  or 
prosecution  shall  be  maintained,  in  any  case  of  forfeit- 
ure or  penalty,  under  this  act,  unless  the  same  shall 
have  been  commenced  within  two  years  after  the  cause 
of  action  shall  have  arisen. 

Sec.  14.  Andbeit  further  enacted.  That  the  "Act 
for  the  encouragement  of  learning,  by  securing  the  co- 
pies of  maps,  charts,  and  books,  to  the  authors  and  pro- 
prietors of  such  copies  during  the  term  therein  men- 
tioned," passed  May  31st  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety,  and  the  act  suplementary  thereto,  passed 
April  29th  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two,  shall 
be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed;  saving,  always, 
such  rights  as  may  have  been  obtained  in  conformity  to 
their  provisions. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  and  sev- 
I  eral  the  provisions  of  this  act,  intended  for  the  protec- 
I  tion  and  security  of  copyrights,  and  providing  remedies, 
j  penalties,  and  f'orfeiturers,  in  case  of  violation  thereof, 
shall  be  held  and  construed  to  extend.to  the  benefit  of 
the  legiil  pi  oprietor  or   proprietors  of   each  and  every 
copyright  heretofore   obtained,  according  to  law,  dur- 
ing the  term  thereof,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  such  copy- 
right had  been  entered  and  sec  ured  according  to  the 
directions  of  this  act. 
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Sec.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  wlienever 
a  copyriglit  has  been  heretofore  obtained  by  an  author 
or  authors,  inventor,  designer,  or  engraver,  of  any 
book,  map,  cliart,  print,  cut  or  engraving,  or  by  a  pro- 
prietor of  the  sume;  if  such  author  or  auUiors;  or  either 
of  them,  such  inventor,  designer,  or  engraver,  be  hying 
at  the  passage  of  this  act,  then  such  autiior  or  authors, 
or  the  survivor  of  them,  such  inventor,  engrave,-,  or 
designer,  shall  continue  to  have  the  same  exclusive 
right  to  his  book,  chart,  map,  print,  cut  or  engraving, 
with  the  benefit  of  each  and  all  the  provisions  of  this 
act  for  the  security  thereof,  for  such  additional  period  of 
time,  as  will,  together  with  the  lime  which  shall  have 
elapsed  from  the  first  entry  of  such  copyright,  make  up 
the  term  of  twenty-eight  years,  with  the  same  right  to 
his  widow,  child,  or  children,  to  renew  the  copyright 
at  the  expiration  thereof,  as  is  above  provided  in  rela- 
tion to  copyrights  originally  secured  under  this  act. 
And  if  such  author  or  authors,  inventor,  designer,  or 
engraver,  shall  not  be  living  at  the  passage  of  this  act, 
then,  his  or  their  heirs,  executors  and  administrators, 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  like  exclusive  enjoyment  of 
said  copyright,  with  the  benefit  of  each  and  all  the 
provisions  of  this  act  for  the  security  thereof,  for  the 
period  of  twenty  eight  years  from  the  first  entry  of  said 
copyright,  with  the  like  privilege  of  renewal  to  the 
widow,  child,  or  children,  of  author  or  authors,  design- 
er, inventor,  or  engraver,  as  is  provided  in  relation  to 
copyrights  originally  secured  under  this  act:  Provided, 
That  this  act  shall  not  extend  to  any  copyright  hereto- 
fore secured,  the  term  of  which  has  already  expired. 
Approved,  3d  February,  1831. 


SYSTEM  OF  GENERAL  EDUCATION. 
(Appendix,  continued  from  page  189.) 
Letter  from  ,Tohn  A.  Dix.Esq.  Superintendent  of  Com- 
mon Schools,  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

State  of  New  Yobk,  7 
Secretary's  Office,  Albany,  14th  Jan.  1834.  5 
Sir — In  a  memorandum  which  I  gave  to  Governor 
Marcy  some  weeks  ago,  containing  answers  to  some  in- 
quiries addressed  to  him  by  a  committee  of  which  you 
are  chairman,  I  promised  to  send  a  copy  of  my  annual 
report  to  you  as  soon  as  it  should  be  printed.  It  is  now 
in  the  hands  of  the  printer,  but  as  there  are  annexed  to 
it  voluminous  documents,  which  will  delay  its  publica- 
tion at  least  ten  days,  1  have  thought  best  to  forward  by 
this  day's.mail,  a  copy  of  so  much  as  is  printed.  I  will, 
as  soon  as  it  is  completed,  forward  another. 

1  would  take  the  liberty  of  remarking  that  a  new  sys- 
tem is  best  put  into  operation,  when  much  depends  on 
the  exertions  of  individuals,  by  persuation  rather  than 
positive  regulation.  The  system  of  common  school  in- 
struction in  this  State,  has  been  organized  and  brought 
to  its  present  perfection  by  the  stimulus  of  a  very  small 
pecuniary  interest.  If  a  sum  of  money  shoidd  be  an- 
nually distributed  among  the  towns  in  your  State,  and 
if  it  were  left;  to  them  to  decide  whether  they  would 
participate  in  the  distribution,  considerations  of  inter- 
est would  soon  determine  them  in  favour  of  such  a 
course.  No  town  would  be  likely  to  resi^t  such  con- 
siderations, while  adjacent  towns  were  availing  them- 
selves of  the  public  bounty. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Yourob't  serv't, 

JOHN  A.  DIX. 
Hon.  Samuel  Breck. 


Letter  from  W.  H.  Kirby,  I'.squlre,  Secretary  of  State 
of  Ohio. 

COLCMBUS,   O.  1 

Dec.  20th,  1833.      S 
Dear  Sir — Your  communication  of  the   13th  instant, 
to  the  Governor  of  Ohio,  h.'S  been  received,  and  owing 


to  official  duties  requiring  his  immediate  attention,  he 
has  handed  me  the  communication,  with  a  request  th^t 
I  would  afford  you  the  desired  information. 

To  put  you  in  full  possession  of  all  the  provisions  of 
oor  school  system,!  forward  you  copies  of  all  our  school 
laws. 

The  following  brief  answers  may  be  given  to  your 
several  questions.  Excuse  me  for  not  enlarging ,as  you 
will  find,  from  an  examination  of  the  laws,  most  of  the, 
information  asked  for. 

1.  Our  school  fund  is  not  sufficiently  large  to  meet 
the  expenses  of  the  system,  without  resorting  to  taxa- 
tion. 

2.  Our  scliool  fund  amounts  to  about  $550,000. 

3.  There  is  levied  three-fiurths  of  a  mill  on  the  dol- 
lar, ad  valorem,  and  collected  in  the  same  manner  and 
at  the  same  time  thit  the  general  revenue  is  collected. 

4  We  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  number  of 
scholars. 

5.  The  system  is  universal,  but  the  rich  and  poor  en- 
joy equal  privileges. 

6.  We  have  no  system  for  the  preparation  of  teach- 
ers; but  before  they  are  permitted  to  teach  a  district  or 
public  school,  they  must  undergo  an  examination,which 
is  conducted  by  persons  appointed  for  that  purpose, 
by  the  courts  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  several  counties. 

7 .  The  teachers  are  usually  employed  by  the  month 
or  quarter,  at  the  rate  of  from  12  to  2a  dollars  per 
month:  the  cost  per  he:<d  for  each  scholar,  depends 
upon  the  number  of  scholars,which  varies  from  twenty- 
five  10  sixty. 

8.  The  mode  of  instruction  is  that  of  the  ordinary 
kind. 

9.  No  higher  branches  of  education  are  required  by 
law  to  be  taught,  than  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic. 

10.  Our  plan,  thus  far,  has  progressed  equal  to  the 
sanguine  expectation  of  its  friends:  there  is  but  little 
doubt,  however,  that  it  is  yet  defective  in  many  points, 
and  highly  susceptible  of  improvement. 

11.  The  number  of  scholars  in  a  school,  is  indefi- 
nite. 

12.  No  distinction  is  made  between  the  sexes,  both 
being  taught  in  the  same  school,  and  by  teachers  of 
either  sex,  according  to  the  convenience  of  the  em- 
ployers. 

13.  The  districts  are  not  compelled  by  law,  to  fur- 
nish funds  equal  to  those  furnished  by  the  Legislature. 

14.  Manual  labour  is  not,  as  yet,  in  any  way  connect- 
ed with  the  system. 

15    The  continuance  of  the  district  schools,  depends 
entirely  upon  the  amount  of  school  fund,  and  the  dis- 
cretion and  ability  of  the  inhabitants  of  districts. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  KIRBY, 
Secretary  of  State. 
Samdei,  Breck,  Esq. 

Ch;)irman  of  Joint  Committee,  &c. 

Letter  from  Ralph  Metcalf,  Esq.  Secretary  of  State  of 
New  Hampshire. 

Secretary  of  Statf.'s  Office,  5 
Concord,  Jan-  10,  1834.      S 
Hon  Samuel  Breck, 

Dear  Sir:  I  am  requested  by  His  Excellency  Govern- 
or Dlnsmoor,  to  answer  the  several  questions  addressed 
to  him  in  your  communication  of  the  13th  u't. 

1  should  have  attended  to  it  sooner,  h.ad  I  not  been 
necessarily  absent  from  the  capit(;l,  for  a  few  weeks 
past,  nor  shall  I  now  be  able  to  offer  any  suggestions  of 
my  own,  but  must  confine  myself  in  my  answers  to 
mere  matter  of  fact,  and  will  therefore  s.ay  to  your  en- 
quiries, 

1st,  2d,  and  3d.  AVe  have  no  school  fond  in  this 
State,  except  what  is  derived  from  an  annual  tax  on 
the  banks,  which  amounts  to  about  §11,000  per  an- 
num.    The  residue  of  the  sum  expended  in  support  of 
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our  common  schools,  is  derived  from  a  tax  on  the  polls 
and  rateable  estate  of  the  inhabitants.  1  his  fax  must 
amount  to  g90,000  throughout  the  State,  and  as  much 
more  as  the  town  may  see  fit  to  levy. 

4th.  The  law  not  requiring  the  returns  of  the  num- 
ber of  scholars  in  the  several  towns  to  be  returned  to 
this  office,  I  have  not  the  means  of  knowing  the  num- 
ber in  the  State.  All  persons  between  the  ages  of  four 
and  twenty-one  years,  have  a  right  to  attend  our  com- 
mon schools. 

5th.  Is  answered  by  the  above,  as  to  its  universality. 
The  wealthy  sometimes  prefer  private  instructors. 

6th.  Our  teachers  are  educated  and  pi'epared  in  our 
common  colleges,  academies  and  schools. 

7th  and  15tli.  Our  schools  are  generally  kept  three 
or  four  months  in  the  winter,  and  four  or  five  in  sum- 
mer, though  in  some  districts  they  are  kept  the  year 
round.  The  winter  schools  are  taught  by  males,  whose 
compensation  varies  from  twelve  to  twenty-five  dollars 
per  month,  according  to  the  number  of  scholars  in  the 
school,  and  the  experience  of  the  teacher.  The  com- 
pensation to  females  is  generallj'  from  one  to  two  dol- 
lars per  week.  The  female  schools  are  mostly  made 
up  of  small  scholars,  and  the  low  price  paid,  often  ena- 
bles the  districts  to  continue  the  school  several  months. 

8th.  Our  system  of  instruction  is  the  common  method. 
The  Lancasterian  plan  has  never  been  adopted  in  our 
common  schools. 

9th.  The  law  requires  instructors  to  be  qualified  to 
teach  reading,  writing,  English  grammar,  arithmetic 
and  geography;  but  the  higher  branches  of  our  English 
Education  are  often  taught. 

10th.  Our  common  school  system  answers  our  ex- 
pectations, but  is  doubtless  susceptible  of  improve- 
ment. 

11th.  Each  town  is  divided  into  as  many  school  dis- 
tricts as  the  convenience  of  the  inhabitants  requires, 
and  these  districts  are  quasi  corporations.  They  vary 
in  extent  of  territory  and  population,  according  to  cir- 
cumstances, and  consequently  the  number  of  scholars 
in  each  district  varies.  A  school  is  kept  in  each 
district.  In  large  villages,  the  number  of  scholars 
in  a  school  often  exceeds  one  hundred;  but  so  large  a 
number  cannot  be  taught  to  advantage.  About  forty 
or  fifty  may  be  considered  as  the  average  number  in  a 
school. 

12th.  The  two  sexes  are  generally  taught  together. 
In  some  large  villages,  however,  there  are  exceptions 
among  the  small  children.  When  thus  separated,  the 
girls  and  often  the  boys  are  taught  by  females.  This 
separation  is  not  very  extensive.  The  division  is  often- 
er  made  by  age. 

13th.  The  sum  raised  by  taxes  for  the  support  of 
schools,  is  raised  and  expended  in  the  several  towns, 
according  to  their  proportion  of  the  public  faxes;  but  as 
I  observed  before,  each  town  may  raise  as  much  more 
than  their  proportion  as  it  pleases,  though  it  cannot  raise 
a  less  sum.  The  literary  fund  is  distributed  to  the  towns 
in  the  same  proportion.  These  sums  are  divided  among 
the  several  districts,  generally  according  to  the  number 
of  scholars;  though  sometimes  according  to  the  amount 
of  taxes  in  the  districts.  From  this  sum  the  board  of 
the  instructor  and  fuel  may  lie  taken,  though  this  is 
not  always  done,  the  inhabitants  often  contributing 
these  two  articles,  thereby  lengthening  tlie  term  of  the 
school. 

14th.  We  have  no  manual  labor  school  in  this  State. 

For  an  abstract  of  our  common  school  laws,  I  must 
refer  you  to  the  revised  laws  of  this  State,  edition  1830, 
which  have  been  forwarded  for  the  use  of  your  State, 
and  may  be  found,  I  presume,  in  your  State  library^ 
where  you  will  find  all  our  laws  on  this  subject  in  full. 

With  great  respect,  sir,  I  have  the  honor  to  be 
Your  most  ob't  serv't, 

RALPH  MKTCALF, 
Secretary  ol  State. 


Letter  from  the  Governor  of  Connecticut,  accompanied 

by  reports  to  him. 
Mr.  Samuel  Br eck: 

Sir — Yours  of  the  13th  of  December,  was  duly  re- 
ceived, and  immediately  referred  to  the  commissioner 
of  the  school  fund. — His  answer  is  just  received,  and  is 
enclosed,  together  with  a  copy  of  a  report  of  the 
Comptroller  of  our  Slate,  to  the  Legislature.  These, 
it  is  presumed,  will  afford  you  all  the  information  de- 
sired. 

The  subject  is  one  of  extreme  interest,  and  well  wor- 
thy the  constant  and  earnest  attention  of  the  guardians 
of  the  public  interest.  In  our  State,  I  believe,  great 
improvements  remain  to  be  made.  Our  greatest  defi- 
ciency is,  incompetent  teachers.  We  do  not  consider 
our  work  on  this  subject  as  done,  by  any  means.  Im- 
provements in  education,  as  well  as  every  thing  else, 
are  constantly  taking  place;  but  much  yet  remains  to 
be  done. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 
HENRY   W.  EDWARDS. 

Jan.  20,  1834. 

LiTCHFiEtr,  Jan.  9,  1834. 
To  His  'Excellency,  Gov-  Edwards.- 

Sir — The  following  interrogatories,  proposed  by  the 
joint  committee  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  ha- 
ving been  been  referred  by  your  Excellency  to  me,  the 
following  answers  are  respectfully  submitted: 

Question  1.  "Have  you  a  school  fund  sufficiently 
large  to  meet  the  expenses  of  your  system,  without  re- 
sorting to  taxes.'" 

Answer. — The  income  from  the  school  fund  of  Con- 
necticut, is  not  of  itself  sufficient  to  furnish  the  com- 
mon schools  with  teachers;  although  the  whole  of  it  is 
appropriated  exclusively  to  the  payment  of  their  wages 
and  board. 

2.   "  How  large  is  the  school  fund.'" 
Answer. — On  the  1st  of  April,   1833,  the  nominal  ca- 
pital was  reported  to  amount  to  §1,929,738  SO,  and 
invested  as  follows,  viz: 
I.  In  bonds  secured  by  mortgage,  on 

annual  interest,  gl, 432, 620  01 

H.   Stock  in  the  banks  of  this  State,  147,450  00 

III.  Cultivated  lands  and  buildings  in  N. 
York,  Massachusetts,  and  Connec- 
ticut, 197,018  14 
IV-  Wild  lands  in  New  York,  Vermont 

and  Ohio,  134,202  06 

V.  Personal  estate,  consisting  of  stock 

on  farms,  &c.  1,810  00 

VI.  Cash  in  the  treasury,to  be  invested,  16,638  29 


Total, 


?1,929,738  50 


3.  "  If  you  tax,  how  is  the  tax  laid.'" 

Answer. — The  territory  of  the  State  is  divided  into 
209  school  societies:  Each  society  is  sub-divided  into 
school  districts,  by  the  inhabitants,  in  a  legal  society 
meeting.  The  whole  number  of  school  districts  is  1619. 
The  inhabitants  of  each  district  are  a  community  au- 
thorized by  law,  in  their  legal  meetings,  to  appoint  a 
clerk  to  keep  their  records — a  treasurer  to  receive  their 
moneys — to  enact  rules  relative  to  their  school  house 
and  fuel — to  lay  a  tax  for  the  purpose  of  building,  pur- 
chasing or  repairing  the  school  house,  lot  and  appen- 
dages, and  to  pui'chase  fuel;  but  for  no  other  pur- 
pose. 

After  the  moneys  received  from  the  school  fund  are 
expended  towards  paying  the  teacher,  (and  it  can  be 
used  for  no  other  purpose,)  the  balance  due  to  the 
teacher,  (if  any,)  is  apportioned  among  the  parents  or 
guardians  of  the  scholars,  according  to  the  time  each 
has  attended  school,  and  is  generally  paid  with  great 
promptness.  In  a  Few  districts,  their  dividends  from 
the  school  funds  support  their  schools;  but  in  a  large  ] 
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majority  of  the  districts;  they  contribute  from  their  own 
funds,  as  above  stated. 

4.  "  What  number  of  scholars  of  both  sexes?" 
Answer. — As  the  districts  are  not  required  to  make 

any  returns  of  the  number  of  scholars  taught  or  attend- 
ing the  school,  and  as  no  returns  have  ever  in  fact  been 
made,  I  have  no  means  of  ascertaining'  The  number 
of  children  between  4  and  16  years  of  ag-e,  in  the  State, 
is  85,172  according  to  the  annual  enumeration.  This 
enumeration  is  taken  by  officers,  under  oath,  and  is 
made  with  great  accuracy,  and  furnishes  the  rule  by 
which  the  school  moneys  are  annually  apportioned  to 
the  several  districts. 

5.  "Is  the  system  universal;  and  if  so,  do  the  rich 
avail  themselves  of  it  '" 

Answer. — It  is  universal,  and  the  rich,  as  well  as 
the  poor,  avail  themselves  of  it,  except  in  the  cities 
and  large  villages,  where  the  schools  are  so  crowded, 
that  those  who  are  able,  have,  at  their  own  expense, 
established  select  schools,  and  left  the  whole  benefit 
of  the  school  fund  to  be  enjoyed   by  the  poorer  class. 

6.  "Are  yotir  teachers  formed  or  prepared  in  the 
common  schools,  or  have  you  model  schools  for 
them  ?" 

Answer. — There  are  no  model  .lichonls.  The  teach- 
ers are  generally  prepared  in  the  common  schools  ; 
though  some  have  received  an  education  at  our  aca- 
demies and  colleges.  The  project  of  a  seminary  for 
the  training  of  teachers,  has  been  a  favorite  measure 
with  many  gentlemen  in  New  England,  and  however 
much  it  may  promise,  has  hitherto  been  deemed  im- 
practicable. 

7.  "  What  is  the  average  annual  salary  of  those 
teachers,  and  what  the  cost  per  head  of  the  scholars'" 

Answer. — I  am  unable  to  answer  either  branch  of 
this  question.  The  monthly  compensation  to  a  male 
teacher  varies  from  $V2  to  $25.  Females  are  employ- 
ed at  about  one-third  the  compensation  paid  to  males. 

8.  "  What  is  the  mode  of  instruction  ;  whether  by 
the  system  of  Lancaster,  or  in  the  usual  way." 

Answer. — The  latter,  almost  universally.  There  is 
one  school  only,  in  Connecticut,  within  my  knowledge, 
according  to  the  system  of  Lalicaster. 

9.  "  What  brandies,  if  any,  do  your  laws  direct  to 
be  taught,  beyond  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic  ; 
and  at  what  age  are  children  admitted  and  dismissed  ?" 

Answer. — By  statute,  parents,  and  those  having  the 
care  of  children,  are  required  to  "  teach  and  instruct 
them,  or  cause  them  to  be  instructed  to  read,  write, 
and  cypher,  as  far  as  the  first  four  rules  of  arithmetic;" 
and  if  they  neglect  it,  the  select  men  of  the  town  may 
bind  them  out  to  some  proper  person.  See  revised 
statutes  of  1821,  page  107.  There  is  no  child  of  any 
age  refused  admittance,  nor  those  of  any  age  dismiss- 
ed, on  the  ground  of  age,  till  they  choose  to  leave  the 
school. 

10.  "How  does  your  plan  work  ?  Is  it  susceptible 
of  improvement  '  If  so,  in  what  way  ?" 

Answer. — I  think  our  plan  is  a  good  one.  The  great 
difficulty  is  a  laxity  in  the  execution  of  the  law,  part' 
cularly  an  inattention  to  the  examination  of  teachers 
prior  to  the  commencing  of  a  school,  and  a  neglect 
afterwards,  to  visit  the  school  wliile  it  is  in  operation. 
This  is  principally  owing,  I  presume,  to  the  fact,  that 
the  services  of  this  officer  are  not  compensated,  and 
might  be  remedied  by  providing  a  moderate  compen- 
sation. 

11.  "How  many  scholars  compose  a  school?" 
Answer. — There  is  no  limitation.     All  within  the  ter- 

ritori.d  limits  of  the  district  may  attend — ai.d  vary  from 
fifteen  to  eighty  in  number. 

12.  "  Are  the  two  sexes  taught  together;  and  if  not, 
are  male  or  female  teachers  employed  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  girls  ?" 

Answer. — Tlie  two  sexes  are  generally  taught  toge- 
ther, usually  by  a  male  teacher  in  the  winter,  and  a  fe- 
male in  tlie  summer.  The  proportion  of  females  in  the 


summer  is  much  the  greatest.     The  males  attending 
the  summer  school  are  usually  very  young. 

13.  "Does  your  plan  oblige  each  township  or  school 
district  to  furnish  funds  of  equal  amount  to  those  fur- 
nished by  the  Legislature,  or  arising  from  the  school 
fund  ?" 

Answer. — It  does  not. 

14.  "Is  manual  labour  in  any  way  connected  with 
your  system  of  instruction  ?" 

Answer.  — In  no  instance,  to  my  knowledge. 

15.  "  Are  your  schools  kept  open  all  the  year  ;  if 
not,  how  many  months  ?" 

Answer. — I  am  of  opinion,  (though  I  have  no  means 
of  ascertaining  with  any  accuracy,)  that  more  than 
three-fourths  of  them  are  kept  open  through  the  year, 
and  the  remainder  probably  through  the  months  of  De- 
cember, January,  February,  and  March. 

A  copy  of  our  srhool  laws,  wdl  be  found  in  the  re- 
vised code  of  1821,  page  396,  8cc.  which  was  trans- 
mitted to  the  Executive  of  Pennsylvania  some  time  in 
the  year  1822. 

I'be  amount  paid  from    the    school   fund   to  the 
school",  was. 
In  the  year  ending  the  1st  of  May,  1826, 

1827, 

1828, 

1829, 

1830, 

1831, 

1832, 

1833, 
Probably  will  be,  in  1834, 


g  72,123  35 
72,144  60 
72,374  95 
72,164  15 
76,505  40 
76,581  00 
76,585  50 
80,913  40 
85,000  00 

By  the  stipulation  in  the  bonds  of  the  debtors  to  the 
school  fund,  the  interest  is  annually  payable  on  the  2d 
day  of  September.  But  as  two  dividends  are  made 
in  the  year,  viz.  the  1st  of  October  and  the  1st  of 
March,  the  debtor  has  his  election  to  pay  all  his  inter- 
est in  September,  or  one  half  of  it  at  that  time,  and 
the  other  half  by  the  1st  of  February  following,  with- 
out any  cliarge  of  interest  thereon.  They  generally 
avail  themselves  of  this  privilege,  as  the  produce  of 
farms  is  not  usually  converted  into  cash  until  about 
February. 

In  1831,  an  attempt  was  made  by  the  Legislature  of 
this  state,  to  obtain  from  the  school  districts  reports  of 
the  condition  of  the  common  schools  ;  the  result  of 
which  is  contained  in  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  re- 
port made  by  the  comptroller  to  the  Legislature  at  May 
session,  1832. 

1  am,  with  great  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant. 
SETH    P.  BEERS, 
Commissioner  of  tlie  School  Fund. 
(To  be  continued. _) 
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In  pursuance  of  notice  in  the  Erie  papers,  a  respecta- 
ble number  of  citizens  in  the  south  part  of  the  county 
assembled  at  the  house  of  Col.  P.  E.  Judson,  in  the  bo- 
rough of  Waterford  on  the  15th  of  February,  1834,  for 
the  purpose  of  forming  an  agricultural  society.  The 
object  of  the  meeting  having  been  stated  from  the 
chair  the  committees  appointed  for  that  purpose  at  a 
previous  meeting,  reported  an  address  to  the  people  of 
the  county  on  the  importance  of  agriculture,  and  the 
advantagesto  be  derived  from  the  formation  of  societies 
for  mutual  improvement  in  agricultural  and  mechani- 
cal sciences;  also  a  constitution  for  a  society. 

After  the  reports  of  the  committee  had  been  read,  it 
v/as;  on  motion. 

Resolved,  That  the  committees  have  our  thanks  for 
their  diligence  and  assiduity. 

Resolved,  That  we  approve  of  the  address,  and  that 
it  be  publ  shed  as  a  part  of  these  proceedings;  as  fol- 
lows: 
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ADDRESS. 

Fellow  Citizens: — The  prosperity  of  the  states  and 
the  welfare  and  happiness  of  mankind,  depend  more 
perhaps  on  the  successful  prosecution  of  agriculture, 
than  any  other  art;  for  on  the  produce  of  the  ground 
must  man  ultimately  depend  for  his  subsistence,  yet  no 
science  has  been  slower  in  its  progress  towards  perfec- 
tion. 

Hitherto,  one  great  cause  of  tlie  slow  progress  of  this 
art,  has  been,  whilst  its  theory  has  been  the  subject  of 
the  ingenious  speculations  of  closet  philosophers,  its 
practice  has  been  generally  confined  to  the  unlettered 
peasant.  But  we  now  hope  that  from  the  great  increase 
of  the  capital  employed  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
from  its  having  become  a  fashionable  study,  many  far- 
mers are  capable  of  joining  theory  with  practice,  and 
of  investigating  the  philosophical  principles  on  which 
the  successful  prosecution  of  it  must  depend.  By  a  nu- 
merous train  of  facts  and  experiments,  the  general  laws 
of  the  different  branches  of  natural  philosophy  have 
been  traced  out  and  explained,  and  afterwards  applied 
to  illustrate  the  relations  betwixt  the  different  pheno- 
mena. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  one  reason  for 
the  very  slow  progress  in  agricultural  improvements  is, 
the  difficulty  of  making  experiments  with  the  necessary 
precision,  and  distinguishing  the  various  causes  and  cir- 
cumstances which  influence  their  success  or  failure,  as 
we  cannot  subject  the  hidden  process  of  vegetation  to 
such  minute  inspection,  as  many  of  the  other  phenome- 
na of  nature. 

Experiments,  which  require  for  their  completion  a 
few  hours,  or  at  mo^t  a  few  days,  may  be  conducted 
with  more  accuracy,  and  the  action  of  different  sub- 
stances on  each  othermore  distinctly  traced, than  where 
they  require  months,  and  seasons,  and  even  several 
years,  to  complete  them,  subjected  to  the  endless  va- 
riety of  climate,  exposure,  state  of  the  weather,  and  va- 
rious extraneous  circumstances.  Here  we  are  in  dan- 
ger of  applying,  to  one  cause,  effects  which  may  be 
produced  by  very  different  ones.  Experiment  may  suc- 
ceed in  one  variety  of  soil,  in  one  situation,  and  in  one 
season;  while  a  change  in  any  of  these,  may,  on  a  se- 
cond trial,  occasion  their  total  failure. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  from  the  vague 
manner  in  which  soils  are  often  described,  and  the 
different  acceptations  of  the  same  terms  in  different 
counties,  it  is  difficult  for  a  farmer,  when  he  reads 
an  account  of  the  agriculture  in  a  different  county  and 
soil,  to  judge  what  relation  such  a  soil  bears  with  his 
own;  for  what  would  be  accounted  loam  there  he  might 
call  clay,and  what  they  might  call  free,he  mightcall  stiff. 
Hence  the  utility  of  forming  an  Agricultural  Society  in 
this  country;  as  nothing  conduces  more  to  the  advance- 
ment of  any  science  than  accurate  definitions  and  ex- 
planations of  the  terms  employed:  and  perhaps,  in  no 
science  is  the  want  of  such  definitions  more  felt  than  in 
agriculture.  Your  committee  would  recommend  you  as 
a  society,  to  give  it  your  early  attention. 

Again  your  committee  have  thought,  tliat  it  would 
tend  much  to  promote  the  most  important  interests  of 
this  county,  if  persons  of  the  society  were  appointed 
annually,  to  draw  up  statistical  reports  of  tlie  improve- 
ments, either  actually  carrying  on,  or  likely  to  be  exe- 
cuted in  the  county,  and  h  ive  these  reports  printed  in 
the  newspapers  of  the  county,  as  it  is  necessary  that 
our  legislature  should  know  what  improvements  are 
going  on,  and  what  public  encouragements  are  neces- 
sary to  promote  them  ;  and  there  is  no  way  in  which  a 
legislature  can  spend  its  time,  or  expend  a  portion  of 
the  public  money,  with  more  satisfaction,  or  to  more 
advan'.ige,  than  by  encouraging  such  a  spirit.  With- 
out dwelling  on  these  points  further  at  present,  your 
committee  would  say,  that  whatever  difficulties  the  s')- 
ciety  may  have  to  encounter  in  bringing  their  measures 
into  effect  from  prejudices  and  confirmed  habits,  yet 
being,  on  the  most  mature  consideration,  fully  con 


vinced  of  the  general  expediency  of  the  plan,  and  of 
the  great  advantages  which  will  be  derived  from  a  firm 
and  steady  perseverance,  sign  the  constitution  and  es- 
hiirt  you  all  to  do  the  same.  Because  agriculture  con- 
sidered as  a  science,  explains  the  mears  of  making  the 
earth  produce,  in  plenty  and  perfection,  those  vegeta- 
bles, which  are  necessary  to  the  subsistence,  or  con- 
venience of  man,  and  of  the  animals  reared  by  him  for 
food,  or  labour  ;  and  if  you  consider  it  as  an  art,  every 
human  being  has  an  interest  in  it,  since  it  is  the  foun- 
dation of  all  otlier  arts.  Besides  the  heallhfulness  of 
the  piu'snit,  agriculture  i;  intimately  connected  with 
our  national  character,  because  it  powerfully  acts  upon 
the  morals  and  constitution  of  our  citizens.  Gentlemen, 
there  is  in  that  primitive  and  hunourable  occupation, 
the  culture  of  tiie  earth,  something  which,  while  it 
pours  into  the  lap  of  the  State  an  increase  beyond  eve- 
ry other  employment,  gives  more  than  the  fabled  stone; 
not  only  a  subsistence  but  a  feeling  of  contentment  ; 
not  only  creates  appetite,  but  guarantees  its  continu- 
ance, by  a  robust  constitution.  To  this  we  will  add  an- 
other remark,  the  capital  employed  in  agriculture  not 
only  puts  in  motion  a  greater  quantity  of  productive 
labour  which  it  employs,  but  it  adds  a  much  greater 
value  to  the  annual  produce  of  the  land  and  labour  of 
the  country,  while  at  the  same  time  it  increases  the 
real  wealth  and  revenue  of  the  inhabiiants.  Notwith- 
standing all  these  reasons  which  we  have  mentioned, 
we  might  adduce  an  hundred  more  equally  weighty. 

We  call  your  attention,  gentlemen,  to  the  profession 
of  agriculture,  a  degiaded  and  unpopular  pursuit  among 
tis.  Why  is  it  so? — Because,  American  merchants  have, 
'n  the  lapse  of  a  few  years,  had  opportunities  for  com- 
mercial enterprise  too  templing  to  be  resisted, — the  re- 
sult a  most  astonishing  accession  to  wealth  with  unpa- 
ralleled rapidity.  Our  domestic  prosperity  more  than 
equalled  the  extension  of  our  trade.  The  counting- 
houses  of  our  merchants  were  filled  with  youth  from 
the  country,  who  forsook  the  slower  but  surer  emolu- 
ments of  agriciduire,  for  the  unsubstantial  fortunes  of 
commerce  :  nay,  many  of  them  preferred  the  meanest 
drudgery  behind  the  counter  of  a  retailer,  to  the  more 
manly  and  invigorating  toil  of  the  cultivation  of  their 
paternal  acres;  consequently,  feelings  of  vulgar  pride 
contracted  in  town,  caused  tlie  manual  labour  of  the 
farmer  to  be  regarded  as  degrading.  This  unworthy 
sentiment  spread  its  baleful  influence  ;  and  when  the 
counting-houses  became  overstocked  and  afforded  no 
longer  a  resource,  it  was  no  uncommon  thing  to  see 
young  men,  with  no  quahficaiion  but  a  little  bad  Latin, 
picked  up  at  a  country  school,  forsake  large  and  com- 
fortable farms,  and  apprentice  themselves  to  quack 
doctors  or  petifogers. 

Again,  the  late  depressed  state  of  .agriculture,  espe- 
cially in  the  eastern  States,  has  been  owing  to  the  con- 
stant emigration  to  the  west.  For  no  sooner  had  the 
farmer  reduced  his  land  by  successive  crops,  than  he 
removed  to  a  country  which  offered  him  an  untouched 
surface,  needing  for  some  years  no  aid  of  composts  and 
manures- 
Gentlemen,  your  committee  beg  leave  to  inform  )'ou, 
that  at  length,  the  importance  of  a  regular  and  more 
energetic  system  of  farming  is  beginning  to  be  felt  in 
our  country-  Men  of  talents,  wealth,  and  distinction, 
no  longer  think  it  beneath  them  to  enrol  their  names  on 
the  list  of  practical  farmers. 

By  means  of  agricultural  societies  liberally  patroniz- 
ed, and  ably  conducted  papers,  information  on  the  sub- 
ject considered  both  as  an  art,  and  a  science,  is  rapidly 
spreading  abroad;  a  taste  for  farming  is  diffusing  itself, 
and  ere  long  it  is  believed,  that  this  species  of  employ- 
ment will  be  as  much  prized  and  coveted,  as  once  it  was 
considered  low  and  despicable- 
Capt.  Reuben'  Shahpe,  President. 
ZoPHER  Davis,  Vice  President. 
W-  T.  Mackt,  Esq.  Secretary- 
ISBAEL  MiiLER,  Treasurer. 
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Walter  Palmer,  John  Clarke,  Andrew  C.  Leecli,  Asa 
White,  jr.  Charles  S.  Biggers.  William  Stancllff,  Daniel 
Davis,  Christian  Lyman,  John  C.  McL;illand,  Shubael 
Matteson,  Michael  Remington  and  John  A.  Dickey,  offi- 
cers of  the  board. 

WALTER  PALMER,  Chairman. 

W.  T.  Mackt,  Secretary, 


From  the  Bucks  County  Intelligencer 
LAW  CASE. 

The  following  report  of  a  trial  at  the  last  Court  has 
been  furnished  us  at  our  particular  request,  believing, 
as  we  do,  that  the  point  decided,  would  be  interesting 
and  useful  to  the  community. 

CHARLES  ELY.  T        Action  on  the  Case  to 

DR.  RICHa'rD  CORSON.  5    September  Term,  1832. 

Plaintiff  and  defendant  both  reside  in  the  village  of 
Newhope,  and  are  owners  and  occupiers  of  adjoining 
real  estate.  Five  or  six  years  ago.  Defendant  erected 
a  barn  and  shed,  which  together  were  about  sixty  feet 
in  length,  precisely  on  the  line  between  him  and  Plain- 
tiff. I  he  foundation  and  weather  boarding  jutting  up 
full^oand  upon  the  line,  tiie  eaves  of  the  roof,  which 
were  about  eleven  inches  beyond  the  weather  boarding, 
and  consequently  entirely  upon  the  plaintiff — threw  all 
the  water  of  said  roof  upon  plaintiff's  land.  Upon  the 
trial  the  Plaintiff  complained  that  he  owned  and  occu- 
pied one  fifth  part  of  an  acre  of  land,  &c. — which  by 
cultivation  and  industry  he  had  got  into  good  condition 
and  great  profit;  and  that  the  Defendant  well  knowing 
the  premises,  &c.,  upon  a  certain  day  and  year  did 
erect,  construct  and  build  a  barn  and  shed  so  near  the 
line  and  land  of  the  said  Plaintiff,  that  the  water  of  the 
roof  and  eaves  of  the  said  building  by  reason  of  such 
erection,  construction  and  building,  aforesaid,  runs  over 
on  to  the  said  lot  and  garden  of  said  plaintiff,  and  the 
same  lot,  garden  and  premises  at  the  lime  of  rains  did 
and  continually  does  overflow  and  drown — whereby  the 
said  plaintiff  the  whole  benefit  and  profit  of  the  said 
•lot,  garden,  &c.,  hath  lost-  The  plaintiff  proved  the 
case  in  substance  as  stated,  and  that  he  had  spoken  to  a 
respectable  third  person  in  the   neighb(  rhoud  to  inter 


tion   were  such  that  the  water  fell  upon  his  neighbour 
it  was  a  trespass. 

The  Juiy  brought  in  a  verdict  for  Plaintiff  $58  71. 

Mr.  McDowell  for  Plaintiff. 

Mr.  lioss  tor  Defendant. 


From  the  U.  States  Gazette. 
A  gentlemen  of  this  city  handed  us  the  following  ac- 
count of  an  interesting 

PHENOMENON. 

On  the  evening  of  the  T'lh  instant,  about  8  o'clock,  I 
was  called  out  by  a  neighbor,  to  witness  a  phenomenon 
in  the  sky,  which,  as  it  was  uncommon,  and  occurred  at 

a  time  when  it  would  be   likely  to  be  seen  by  many I 

I  expected  would  have  been  noticed  by  some  of  thy  very- 
intelligent  correspondents,  but  not  having  seen  any- 
thing upon  the  subject,  please  accept  the  following  de- 
scription of  it,  as  it  appeared  to  me. 

In  the  South  West  a  bright  white  light  appeared 
streaming  up  towards  the  zenith,  quite  narrow,  and  (as 
one  who  saw  its  first  rising  said)  like  a  jet  of  water  from  a 
hose  pipe,  and  very  i-apidly  extended  nearly  in  a  north 
easterly  direction  entirely  across  the  horizon, after  it  had 
attained  to  an  elevation  of  about  40  or  45,  it  separated 
into  three  or  four  streams,  faintly  blended  together  by 
the  edges,  more  dense  in  their  middle  parts;  but  not 
so,  as  to  obscure  the  stars,  which  were  visible  through 
any  part  of  it  during  the  whole  time,  the  north  eastern 
extremity  appeared  gradually  to  move  about  two  points 
towards  the  north.  The  brightness  of  the  light  continu- 
ed about  15  minutes,  gradually  fading  away,  and  entire- 
ly disappeared  in  half  an  hour.  The  day  had  been 
cloudy,  with  slight  dropping  of  rain,  the  thermometer 
ranging  from  59  to  74,  the  evening  was  clear  and  plea- 
sant, and  particidarly  after  the  disappearance  of  the 
light  alluded  to,  was  remarkably  fine.  The  appearance 
of  the  light,  was  much  like  those  white  clouds  that  are 
often  seen  in  sainmer,  and  most  probably  was  a  narrow 
stratiim  of  the  electrical  fluid,  passing  at  a  very  high 
elevation,  and  had  it  appeared  from  the  north,  would 
no  doubt  \m\e  been  viewed  as  a  splendid  display  of  the 
Aurora  Borealis.     Not  professing  to  much  science  my- 

If,  I  should  be  pleased  to  see  from  an  abler  pen  some 


cede   to  get  fhe  Doctor  to  spout   his  roof  or  in  some  'account  of  a  phenomenon,  the  sight  of  which  was  cal- 
other  way  to  abate  the    nuisance — he  also  proved  that  j  culated  to   excite  those   emotions   of    admiration   and 


he  had  brought  a  suit  before  a  Justice  ot  the  Peace  for 
the  same  cause  of  action  and  that  the  defendant  made 
oath  that  the  title  to  real  estate  came  in  question,  which 
stopt  further  proceedings  before  the  Juslicf,  and  drove 
plaintiff  to  his  action  in  Court.  The  Defendant  exa- 
mined one  or  two  witnesses  with  a  view  to  show  that  the 
buildings  were  not  so  near  tlie  line  as  alledged  by  plain- 
tiff, and  that  the  damage  done  to  him  were  merely  no- 
minal, and  that  he  suffered  no  greater  injury  than  he 
did  before  the  buiklings  were  erected.  One  or  two 
technical  exceptions  were  also  taken  to  the  form  of  ac- 
tion which  were  overruled  by  Court. 

His  Honor  Judge  Fox  charged  the  jury — that  if  they 
believed   the  plaintiff's  witnesses,  who  had  been  in  no 


wonder,  which  the  works  of  nature,  whether  common 
or  extraordinary,  always  produce  in  a  contemplative 
mind.  FELIX. 

Easton,  Pa.  April  10,  1834. 

REMAHKAni.E  CincuMSTANCE On  Saturday  last  Mr. 

William  Leiday  of  this  place,  shot  a  robin  which  he  took 
home  to  prepare  for  cooking.  Upon  cutting  off  the 
head  he  discovered  that  he  hud  also  taken  ofi'the  head 
of  a  snake,  which  was  contained  within  the  body  of  the 
bird.  He  then  drew  out  the  body  of  the  snake  from 
the  maw  and  intestines  of  the  robin,  and  it  proved  to  be 

"ght  green  snake,  of  a  kind  entirely  unknown  in  thi 


essential  part  contradicted  by  defendant,  there  could  '  part  of  the  country,  14  1-2  inches  long,  and  about  one- 
be  no  doubt  about  the  Plaintiff's  right  to  recover.  '!  he  ■  "  ■  "  —  ■  -  - 
action  was  well  brought — the  amount  of  damages  which 
plaintiff  was  entitled  to  was  entirely  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  jury — they  might  be  nominal  or  in  such 
amount  as  they  believed  plaintiff  had  sustained.  The 
law  had  been  correctly  laid  down  by  plaintiff's  counsel 
— that  no  man  bad  a  right  so  to  construct  a  building 
that  the  water  off  his  roof  fell  upon  his  neighbors  pro- 
perty; that  he  had  no  right  to  overhang  his  neighbors 
land  with  the  eaves  of  his  roof  inasmuch  as  he  was 
owner  of  every  thing  above  as  well  as  below  the  surface 
of  the  earth — his  rights  extended  upwards  as  well  as 
downwards — that  even  if  the  building  and  the  caves 
were  within  and  upon  his  own  land,  still  if  their  posi- 


third  or  one -half  an  inch  thick.  The  robin  was  sitting 
when  shot,  upon  a  tree,  and  apparently  in  full  life  and 
health.  I'heheadof  the  reptile  must  have  been  ad- 
vanced high  up  in  the  throat  of  the  bird,  as  the  whole 
head  and  part  of  the  neck,  were  severed  with  the  head 
of  the  bird.  Strange  as  this  occurrence  may  seem  it  is 
nevertheless  true.  At  least  half  a  dozen  witnesses  are 
ready  to  testify  to  the  circumstances  as  we  have  related 
them,  as  occurring  at  the  time  the  head  was  cut  off  and 
we  ourselves  were  an  eye  witness  of  the  fact  of  the  head 
of  the  snake  slicking  in  the  .severed  throat  of  the  bird, 
and  of  the  process  of  drawing  out  the  remainder  of  the 
snake  which  was  most  unequivocally  and  undoubtedly 
alive  when  we  saw  it  drawn  out  —Eat-tun  CaUincl- 


Miscellaneous. 
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From  the  U.  S.  Gazette. 
TEMPERANCE  UNION.  j 

Pursuant  to  the   recommendation    of  the  National  j 
Convention  in  this  city  last  May,  a  meeting  of  Delegates 
from  State  Temperance  Societies,  was  held  in  this  city 
on  Wednesday  last,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  United 
States  Temperance  Union. 

President. 
Gen.  Stephen  Van  Rensellaer,  of  New  York. 
Vice  Presidents. 
Samuel  Agnew,  M.  D.  of  Pennsylvania. 
William  Jay,  Esqr  of  N.  York. 
Rev.  G.  B.  Parry,  of  Mass. 
Richard  Boyleston,  Esq.  of  New  Hampshire. 
Rev.  C.  P.  Yale,  of  Connecticut. 

Secretaries. 
Rev.  John  Marsh,  of  Penn. 
Isaac  S.  Loyd,  do. 

Harrison  Gray,  Esq.  of  Mass. 
Rev.  Thomas  Brainerd,  of  Ohio. 

Committee  of  Overtures. 
Rev.  Justin  Edwards,  D.  D.  of  Mass. 
Ed.  C.  Delavan,  of  N.  York. 
Rev.  S.  S.  Beman,  D.  D.  of  N.  York. 
Rev.  G.  B.  Parry,  of  Mass. 
Rev.  T.  Biainard,  of  Ohio. 
The  business  of  the  meeting  was  conducted  by  mutu- 
al consultation,  rather  than    by  great  speech    making, 
and  of  course,  was  soon  accomplished.   After  the  adop- 
tion of  a  number  of  resolutions,  touching  the  great  and 
fundamental  principles  of  the  Temperance  reformation, 
a  general  Union  was  organized  by  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolutions. 

1.  Resolved  that  the  officers  of  the  American  Tem- 
perance Society,  and  each  of  the  State  Temperance 
Societies  in  their  associated  capacity,  be  denominated, 
The  United  Slates  Temperance  Union. 

2.  The  object  of  tliis  Union  shall  be,  by  the  diffusion 
of  kind  moral  influence,  to  promote  the  cause  of  Tem- 
perance throughout  the  United  States. 

3.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appoint- 
ed to  carry,  by  all  suitable  means,  the  object  of  tliis 
Union  into  effect,  and  that  those  now  appointed  be 
continued  in  office,  till  others  be  appointed. 

Isaac  S.  Loyd,  of  Penn. 
Matthew  Newkirk,  do. 
Isaac  Collins,  of        do. 
Edward  C.  Delavau,  of  New  York. 
Saml,  Ward,  of  do. 

Jon  Tappan,  of  Mass. 
Christian  Keemer,  of  Maryland, 
were  appointed  tliis  Committee. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  corresponding  Secretaries  of 
all  the  State  Temperance  Societies  in  the  United  States, 
be  corresponding  members  of  this  committee, 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  committee  be  authorized  to 
call  a  meeting  of  the  Union,  at  such  time  and  place  as 
they  may  think  proper. 

May  21. 
The  Weatheii.— Probably,  for  the  last  twenty  years, 
we  have  not  experienced  so  unusual  and  extraordinary 
a  freak  in  the  weather,  as  that  which  has  occurred  with- 
in the  last  eight  or  ten  days.  During  nearly  the  whole 
of  last  week,  we  were  visited  with  a  degree  of  cold, 
chilling  weather,  far  more  congenial  to  the  rougli,  un- 
comely days  of  February,  than  the  wonted  mildness  of 
balmy  May.  For  several  mornings,  a  searching  wintry 
frost  fell  upon  the  vigorous  strides  and  refreshing  ap- 
pearance of  the  vegetable  kingdom,  with  the  blighting 
hand  of  destruction;  and  the  more  delicate  parts  yield- 
ed an  easy  prey  to  its  icy  touch.  The  embryo  fiuit  of 
the  earlier  dtscription,  have  been  utterly  destroyed— 
without  there  escaping,  as  a  farmer  a  few  days  since  re- 
marked, a  single  bud  to  tell  the  tale  of  their  general 
fate.  Another  farmer  informs  us,  that  the  greater  part 
of  his  planted  corn,  has  been  lying  in  the  ground  for 


four  weeks,  without  sprouting  above  the  surface;  and 
that  portion  which  has  made  its  appearance,  the  severi- 
ty of  the  frost  has  destroyed: — So  that  the  whole  will, 
necessarily  have  to  be  replanted.  He  further  says  that 
his  grain  has  suffered  considerable  injury;  and  even  the 
grass  has  not  escaped  unharmed. 

Ice  formed,  for  three  or  four  mornings,  to  the  thick- 
ness of  from  the  sixteenth  to  \he  fourth  of  an  inch: — 
the  thermometer,  in  the  meantime,  ranging,  at  night, 
from  30  to  38  degrees;  and  at  day,  from  40  to  45  de- 
gress. Coal  grates  and  over-coats  were  in  as  general 
demand  as  in  the  middle  of  January. — Germaniown 
Telegraph. 

The  cold  weather  and  severe  frosts  of  Tuesday,  Wed- 
nesday, and  Thursday  nights,  have  done  nuch  damage 
to  the  fruit  and  vegetibles  in  this  vicinity.  Ice  from  a 
quarter  to  half  an  inch  in  thickness  was  found  on 
Thursday  morning.  The  papers  from  Pottsville,  Wil- 
kesbarre,  and  other  places  north  and  east  give  account 
of  a  considerable  fall  of  snow  at  that  time.  The  sleighs 
were  running  in  parts  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

Delawahe  ANn  Raritan  Canal. — On  the  28th  ult. 
two  boats,  loaded  with  coal,  from  Mauch  Chunk,  arriv- 
ed at  the  Eastern  Basin  in  Trenton,  via  the  Delaware 
Canal,  Per.n.  They  came  up  the  river  from  Bristol,  and 
entered  our  Canal  at  Bordentown. 

These  are  the  first  arrivals  at  Trenton  from  Mauch 
Chunk,  by  the  canal.  The  feeder,  we  understand,  is 
navigable  to  Lambertsville  for  boats.  The  main  canal 
is  also  navigable  for  boats  from  Bordentown  to  Kings- 
ton. Several  with  lumber  have  passed  from  Trenton  to 
Princeton  or  Kingston  this  week,  and  a  number  have 
come  down  the  feeder  loaded  with  stone  for  the  new 
Penitentiary — Trenton  Slate  Gazette. 


THE    REGISTER 


PHILADELPHIA,  MAY  24,   1834. 


At  the  request  of  one  of  our  professional  subscribers, 
we  insert  the  law  in  relation  to  Copyrights,  which  he 
informs  us,  is  not  easily  to  be  found,  and  is  very  often 
required  for  reference. 

In  digging  a  cellar  for  a  new  house  in  Walnut  street, 
between  Third  and  Fourth  streets,  adjoining  the 
Friends*  almshouse,  the  bones  of  several  bodies  were 
discovered,  which  have  probably  been  buried  70  or  80 
years;  as  this  spot  of  ground  was  formerly  a  portion  of 
the  burying  ground  attached  to  the  Church  of  St.  Jo- 
seph— and  the  interments  have  been  discontinued  for 
about  that  period.  The  teeth  were  in  a  very  perfect 
condition,  and  portions  of  hair  were  attached  to  some 
of  the  skulls. 

The  predictions  of  the  appearance  of  the  Locusts  are 
likely  to  be  fulfilled.  For  several  days  past  the 
boys  have  amused  themselves  in  capturing  numbers  of 
these  insects — inclosed  in  their  shells  or  just  escaped 
from  them.  It  has  been  stated  that  heretofore  for  se- 
veral periods  they  have  uniformly  appeared  on  the  25th 
of  the  month,  in  a  body — of  which,  therefore,  these 
few  that  have  been  taken  are  only  the  precursors. 

The  venerable  Bishop  White  has  during  the  week, 
delivered  his  fiftieth  charge  to  the  Episcopal  conven- 

Some  strawberries  and  green  peas  have  been  brought 
to  market. 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE   ON^  THE    UNITBO 
STATES  BANK. 

Report  of  the  majonty  of  the  Committee  of  tlie  House 
of  Representatives,  appointed  to  investig'ate  the  af- 
fairs of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

(Presented  May  22,  1834.) 

The  Committee  appoin'ed  in  pursuance  of  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives,  passed  on  the  4tl> 
day  of  April,   by  whicli  it  was 

Resolved,  That  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining,  as 
fir  as  practicable,  the  cause  of  the  commercial  embar- 
rassment and  distress  complained  of  by  numerous  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  in  sundry  memoriah,  which 
have  been  presented  to  Congress — at  the  present  session, 
and  of  inquiring  whether  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  has  been  viol  ited,  and  also  what  cor- 
ruptions and  abuses  have  existed  in  its  management; 
whether  it  has  used  its  c.irporate  power,  or  money,  to 
control  the  press,  to  interfere  in  politics,  or  influence 
elections;  and  whether  it  has  had  any  agency,  through 
its  management,  or  money,  in  producing  the  existing 
pressure,  a  Select  Com  Tiittee  be  appointed  to  inspect 
the  books,  and  examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the 
said  Bank,  who  shall  report  whether  the  provisions  of 
the  charter  have  been  violate!  or  not;  and,  also,  vvliat 
abuses,  corruptions,  or  mil-practices,  have  existed  in 
the  management  of  said  Bank,  and  titat  the  said  Com- 
mittee be  authorized  to  send  for  persons  and  papers, 
and  to  summon  and  examine  witnesses  on  oath,  and  to 
examine  into  the  affairs  of  the  siid  Bank  and  branches. 
And  they  are  further  authorized  to  visit  the  principal 
Bank,  or  any  of  its  branches,  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
specting the  books,  correspondence,  accounts,  and 
Other  papers  connected  with  its  m mag  ement  or  busi- 
ness; and  that  the  said  committee  be  required  to  report 
the  result  of  sucti  investigation,  together  with  the 
evidence  they  may  take,  at  as  early  a  diy  as  practi- 
cable— 

Respectfully  submit  the  following  Report,  in  part  of 
their  proceedings,  so  far  as  tliey  have  found  it  practica- 
ble to  discharge  the  duties  devolved  on  tliem. 

Charged,  particularly,  to  examine  into  the  conduct 
and  condition  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  they 
have  endeavoured  most  anxiously  to  ascertain  correct- 
ly the  true  character  of  that  iiighly  responsible  and 
delicate  trust. 

To  judge  rightly  of  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  of  its  committee  towards  the 
Bank,  it  must  be  borne  constantly  in  mind,  that  that 
corporation  differs  essentially  from  an  ordinary  bank- 
ing Company,  incorporated  for  private  benefit.  The 
Bank  of  the  United  States  was  chartered  for  great  pub- 
lic purposes,  as  an  agent,  deemed  necessary  to  the  Fe- 
deral Government,  in  the  efficient  exercise  of  its  high 
prerogative,  to  fix  the  value  of  money,  and  thereby 
secure  the  benefits  of  a  sound  circulating  medium  to  the 
confederacy. 

(t  was  designed  to  aid-the  Treasury  Department  to 
collect  conveniently  and  disburse  the  national  re- 
venue—  (fits  stock,  the  United  Slates  hold  seven  m  1- 
lions  of  dollars.  And  its  notes  arc  by  law  ma  Ic  receiva- 
ble, at  par  value,  in  payment  of  all  dues  to  the  Govcrn- 
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ment.  Concede,  as  we  must,  that  the  Bank  was 
established  for  great  public  ends,  and  that  the  House  of 
Hepresentatives  is  the  grand  inquest  of  the  Union,  and 
as  such  has  power  to  visit  and  inspect  all  Depart- 
ments of  the  Federal  Government,  to  correct  their 
abuses,  reform  their  errors,  and  confine  the  exercise  of 
their  powers  within  the  limits  prescribed  by  law  to  each, 
and  it  follows  that  the  House  has  power  to  appoint  a 
committee  to  make  a  minute  and  full  inquiry  into 
all  tlie  mulliform  operations  of  this  powerful  corpora- 
tion. ,      ,         r    , 

But  that  there  might  be  no  doiibt  of  the  existence 
of  tlie  power  here  contended  for,  it  has  been  expressly 
reserved  in  the  23d  section  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank, 
which  provides,  "  That  it  shall  be  at  all  times,  lawful 
for  a  committee  of  either  House  of  Congress,  appointed 
for  that  purpose,  to  inspect  the  books  and  examine  into 
th2  proceedings  of  the  corporation  hereby  created,  and 
to  report  whether  the  provisions  of  its  charter  have 
been  violated  or  not."  .        .  ,       ^ 

The  language  in  which  this  authority  of  the  House  is 
described,  is  so  plain  and  so  full,  that  an  attempt  to 
illustrate  it  appears  to  be  supererogatory.  The  commit- 
tee to  be  appointed  are  to  "  inspect  the  books  and  ex- 
amine into  the  proceedings  of  the  corporation"  without 
exception.  The  section'cont  ains  no  reserved  power  to 
the  Bank  to  designate  the  place  where,  or  the  persons 
in  whose  pr.-sence  the  examination  shall  be  made. — 
These  modes  of  exercising  the  main  power  are  neces- 
sarily, as  its  incidents,  dependent  on  the  discretion  of 
the  sovereign  with  whom  it  is  lodged.  A  contrary  con- 
struction would  make  either  or  both  Houses  of  Congress 
dependent  on  the  agents  whose  conduct  is  to  be  the 
subject  of  inspection. 

If  the  Bank  can  attach  any  conditions  to  its  exerciscj 
not  found  in  the  charter,  then  it  could  render  nugatory 
the  power.by  which  it  was  intended  it  should  be  check- 
ed  and  controlled.  That  the  great  conservative  pur- 
poses for  which  such  Committees  of  Investigation  were 
to  be  appointed,  might  not  be  thus  defeated.the  extent 
and  character  of  their  inquiries  are  rightly  made  to  de- 
pend on  the  wisdom,  patriotism  and  justice  of  either 
Hou.se  of  Congress. 

The  only  restriction  to  be  found  in  that  clause  ot  the 
Bank  charter  which  we  are  considering,  is  that  which 
relates  to  the  committee,  and  not  to  the  House; and  has 
reference,  not  to  the  extent  of  the  examination,  but  to 
the  character  of  the  report  to  be  made.  The  committee 
is  directed  to  repoit,  amongst  other  things,  "  whether 
the  provisions  of  this  cliarter  have  been  violatedor  not." 
rlie  object  of  this  specific  ivquirenient  is  to  be  found 
in  anoliier  clause  of  the  same  section  of  the  ch.arter, 
which  provides,  "  whenever  any  committee  as  afore- 
said, shall  find  and  repoi't,  or  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  have  reason  to  believe,  that  the 
charter  has  been  violated,  it  may  be  lawliil  for  Con- 
gress to  direct,  or  the  President  to  order  a  scire  facias 
to  be  sued  out  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  district  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  the  name  of  the  United  Stales,  calling 
on  t!»e  said  corporation  to  show  cause  wherefore  the 
charter  hereby  granted,  shall  not  be  declared  forfeit- 
But  if  there  ever  lud  been  a  well-founded  doubt  as 
to  the  true  and  fair  coiiiliucuou  of  this  reserved  power 
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of  the  House,  the  committee  did  suppose  it  had  been 
long  since  yielded. 

In  1818,  Mr-  Spencer,  of  New  Yoi-k,  offered  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  a  resolution  providing  for  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  to  inspect  the  books,  and 
to  examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the  Bank.  In  the 
debate  to  which  that  resolution  gave  rise,  the  opinions 
now  entertained  by  your  committee,  were  well  express- 
ed by  many  distin^;uished  gentlemen.  For  presenting 
short  extracts  from  one  of  the  speeches  then  made,  no 
apology,  it  is  supposed,  will  be  needed.  Mr.  Lowndes 
said,  iie  had  no  apprehension  of  defect  of  power  in  the 
House  to  prosecute  the  inquiry  in  the  terms  proposed. 
He  had  no  doubt  of  the  power  of  the  House,  if  the  pub- 
lic interest  required  it,  to  direct  a  committee  to  make 
such  a  report.  The  nation,  said  he,  has  a  deep  inter- 
est in  the  conduct  and  management  of  the  Bank:  our 
duty  to  the  people  whom  we  represent,  the  nation's 
interest,  as  owners  of  a  large  portion  of  the  stock,  its 
interest  in  the  revenues  being  wholly  payable  in  the 
notes  of  the  Bank,  v/ill  justify  a  constant  and  vigilant 
attention  to  its  proceedings.  If  there  had  been  a  doubt 
whether  the  conduct  of  the  Bank  had  been  proper  or 
not,  the  House  was  fully  justified  in  investigating  into 
the  facts,  and  inquiring  whether  abuses  had  been  com- 
mitted or  not.  He  would  vote  for  any  inquiry,  in  its 
broadest  shape ." 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Spencer  was  adopted,  and  a 
committee  appointed,  who  visited  the  principal  Bank 
at  Philadelphia  and  some  of  its  branches.  They  had 
free,  unrestrained  access  to  the  books  and  papers  of  the 
Bank-  They  were  furnished  by  the  officers  with  such 
extracts  and  copies  from  the  books  and  papers  as  they 
called  for.  They  summoned  before  them  the  Directors 
and  officers  of  the  Bank,  and  examined  them  on  oath 
touching  their  conduct  and  proceedings.  And  the  com- 
mittee made  to  the  House,  on  the  16th  January,  1819, 
an  elaborate  report,  from  which  we  learn  that  their 
inquiries  had  been  chiefly  directed  "to  the  general 
management  of  the  Bank  and  the  conduct  of  its  offi- 
cers." The  transactions  of  private  citizens  with  tlie 
Bank  were  then  freely  and  fully  examined.  Individual 
transactions  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Bank, 
in  the  purchase  of  its  stock,  were  fully  investigated, and 
those  officers  sworn  and  required  to  testify  before  the 
Committee.  Though  deeply  affected,  personally  and 
officially,  by  these  developements,  they  never  hesi- 
tated or  objected  to  obey  the  process  or  to  give  their 
testimony. 

The  names  of  the  borrowers  from  the  Bank  were 
published  without  scruple,  with  the  amount  of  money 
due  from  each,  whenever,  and  not  otherwise,  such  a 
publication  was  deemed  necessary  to  illustrate  the  im- 
proper conduct  or  maladministration  of  its  officers. 

This  precedent,  to  which  the  committee  of  1832 
strictly  conformed,  is  entitled  to  high  respect  from  the 
eminent  character  of  those  by  whom  it  was  established, 
and  who  have  justly  enjoyed  high  reputations  for  purity 
of  purpose  and  distinguished  attainments. 

If  any  additional  reason  for  deference  to  this  contem- 
poraneous construction  of  the  23d  section  of  the  charter 
be  necessary,  it  may  be  found  in  the  fiict  that  the  Di- 
rectors of  the  Bank  in  1819,  themselves  assented  to  it. 
They  conceded  to  the  Committee  of  the  House  tlie 
right  to  inspect  all  their  books  and  papers  in  such  man- 
ner as  tliat  committee  thought  just  and  proper.  Be 
sides,  those  who  now  have  the  management  of  the 
Bank,  in  1832,  without  question  of  right,  witlmut  hesi- 
tation, without  protest,  produced  for  the  inspection  of 
the  Committee  of  the  House  all  their  books,  papers, 
correspondence  and  accounts,  and  appeared  when 
summoned,  and  testified  on  oath  touching  the  transac- 
tions of  the  institution  under  their  control.  With  tliese 
preliminary  observations,  for  wliich  it  is  believed  ample 
apology,  if  any  be  required,  will  be  found  in  the  subse- 
quent portion  of  this  report,  the  Committee  will  pro- 
ceed with  a  brief  analysis  of  their  proceedings  in  the 


execution  of  the  duties  devolved  on  them,  showing  the 
unexpected  obstacles  interposed  by  the  managers  of 
the  Bank,  to  the  progress  of  the  examination,  and  their 
repeated  refusals  in  violation  of  their  charter,  and  in 
contempt  of  the  authority  of  the  laws  and  of  the  House 
of  Represensatives,  to  permit  their  books  or  papers  to 
be  inspected  or  their  proceedings  to  be  examined. 

The  purposes  for  which  your  committee  were  ap- 
pointed, are  stated  so  directly  in  the  resolution  of  the 
House,  that  they  have  experienced  no  embarrassment 
in  deciding  on  the  character  of  the  duties  imposed. 
They  are  required  1st,  to  ascertain,  if  px'acticable,  the 
cause  of  the  commercial  embarrassments  and  distress 
complained  of  by  numerous  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
in  sundry  memorials  which  have  been  presented  to 
Congress  at  the  present  session,  and  whether  the  Bank 
has  had  any  agency  througli  its  management,or  money, 
in  producing  the  existing  pressiire. 

2d.  To  inquire  whether  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  has  been  violated,  and  what  corrup- 
tions and  abuses  have  existed  in  its  management. 

3d.  To  examine  whether  the  Bank  has  used  its  cor- 
porate power  or  money  to  control  the  press — to  inter- 
fere in  politics,  or  influence  elections. 

The  powers  designed  to  be  conferred  on  the  commit- 
tee, if  they  could  have  been  exercised,  are  adequate  to 
the  performance  of  the  duties  enjoined;  they  were  au- 
thorized to  send  for  persons  and  papers;  to  summon  and 
examine  witnesses  on  oath — to  visit  if  necessary  the 
principal  bank  and  its  branches — and  to  inspect  the 
books,  correspondence,  accounts,  and  other  papers 
connected  with  its  management.  Such  are  the  duties 
and  the  powers  of  your  committee,  conferred  on  them 
by  the  House  with  extraordinary  unanimity,  and  which 
your  committee  felt  bound  to  regard,  as  consistent 
with  the  chartered  rights  of  the  corporators  and  their 
debtors. 

Under  a  deep  sense  of  respectful  obedience  to  the 
decision  of  the  House  of  Representatives  thus  solemnly 
expressed,  and  feeling  that  they  had  no  right  to  ques- 
tion its  justice  or  propriety,  your  committee  proceeded 
to  Philadelphia  on  the  22d  April,  to  commence  the  per- 
formance of  their  duties. 

On  the  23d  of  April,  their  Chairman  addressed  to  the 
President  of  the  Bank,  a  communication,  enclosing  a 
copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  notlfyinghim  of  the  readiness  of  the  Committee  to 
visit  the  Bank  on  the  ensuing  day,  at  any  hour  .agreea- 
ble to  him.  In  reply,  the  President  informed  the  Com- 
mittee that  tlie  palmers  thus  received  should  be  submit- 
ted to  the  Board  of  Directors  at  a  special  meeting  to  be 
called  for  that  purpose.  It  appears,  In  the  journal  of 
the  proceedings'of  the  Commlttee.herewilh  presented 
to  the  House,  that  this  was  done,  and  that  the  Directors 
appointed  a  Committee  of  seven  of  their  Board,  to  re- 
ceive the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  to  offer  for  inspection  such  books  and  papers  of 
the  Bank,  as  may  be  necessary  to  exhibit  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  corporation,  according  to  the  require- 
ment of  the  charter.  In  the  letter  of  John  Sergeant,  Ksq. 
as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Directors,  communi- 
cating the  proceedings  of  the  Board,  he  says  that  he 
was  directed  to  Inform  the  Chairman  of  this  Committee, 
that  the  Committee  of  the  Directors  "  will  immediately 
direct  the  necessary  arrangements  to  be  made  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives" and  would  attend  at  the  Bank  to  receive 
them  the  next  day,  at  11  o'clock.  Your  committee 
attended,  and  were  received  by  the  Committee  of  Di- 
rectors. 

Up  to  this  period,  nothing  had  occurred  to  justify 
the  belief  that  a  disposition  was  felt  on  the  part  of  the 
managers  of  the  Bank,  to  embarrass  the  proceedings  of 
the  committee,  or  have  them  conducted  differently  fi-om 
thosffi  of  the  two  preceding  Committees  of  Investigation. 
On  assembling,  however,  the  next  morning,  at  the 
Bank,  they  found  the  room  which  had  been  offered  for 
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their  accommodation,  pre-occupied  by  the  Committee 
of  the  Board,  witli  the  President  of  the  Bank,  as  an  tx 
officio  member,  claiming  the  right  to  be  present  at  the 
investigations  and  examinations  of  this  comnaittee.  This 
proceeding'  the  Committee  were  not  prepared  to  ex- 
pect. Wlien  the  appointment  of  the  Committee  of 
Seven  was  first  made,  it  was  supposed  that  measure, 
however  designed,  was  not  well  calculated  to  facilitate 
the  examination. 

The  officers  of  the  Rank  were  believed  to  !)c  the  most 
appropriate  agents  of  the  Board  of  Directors  to  exhibit 
their  books  and  papers.  By  them  tlie  entries  in  the 
books  are  made,  and  by  them  such  entries  are  most 
readily  explained.  It  is  their  duty  too,  to  be  daily  at 
the  Banking  house,  and  on  tliat  account  they  could  as- 
sist in  the  examination  more  readily  than  the  Committee 
of  Directoi-s. 

Ihese  objections  to  the  special  agents  of  the  Board, 
were  felt  and  expressed,  but  they  were  waived,  and  no 
disposition  had  been  manifested  or  felt  by  your  Com- 
mittee, to  conduct  the  examination  in  any  manner  not 
entirely  acceptable  to  the  Board. 

Under  these  circumstances,  your  Committee  did 
think,  that  a  decent  respect  for  their  rights  and  privi- 
leges, and  much  more  for  the  dignity  of  that  body  from 
which  all  their  powers  were  derived,  might  have  in- 
duced the  Committee  of  Directors  to  forbear  to  make 
them  feel  an  entire  want  of  control  over  their  own  room. 
With  a  previous  determination  to  be  present  when 
their  books  were  to  be  inspected,  they  cou'd  have 
waited  to  avow  it  until  these  books  were  called  for,and 
the  attempt  made  to  inspect  them  in  their  absence. 
These  circumstances  are  now  reviewed,  because  they 
then  excited  an  apprehension  which  the  sequel  formed 
into  conviction,  that  this  Committee  of  Directors  had 
been  appointed  to  supervise  the  acts  and  doings  of  your 
Committee,  and  to  limit  and  restrain  their  proceedings, 
not  according  to  the  directions  contained  in  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  house,  but  the  will  and  judgment  of  the 
Board  of  Directors.  Your  committee  have  chosen  to 
ascribe  this  claim  of  the  Committee  of  Directors,  to  sit 
conjointly  with  them,  to  the  desire  to  prevent  them 
from  making  use  of  the  books  and  papers,  for  some  of 
the  purposes  pointed  out  by  the  resolution  of  the 
House.  They  are  sensible  that  this  claim  to  be  pre- 
sent at  all  examinations,  avowed  prematurely,  and 
subsequently  persisted  in  with  peculiar  pertinacity, 
could  be  attributed  to  very  different  motives,  but  re- 
spect for  themselves,  and  respect  for  the  gentlemen 
who  composed  the  Committee  of  Directors,  utterly  for- 
bids the  ascription  to  them  of  a  feeling  vviiich  would 
merit  compassion  and  contempt  rather  much  more  re- 
sentment. 

This  novel  position,  voluntarily  and  deliberately  ta- 
ken by  the  Committee  of  the  Directors,  predicated  on 
an  idea  of  equality  of  rights  with  your  Committee,  un- 
der your  resolution,  rendered  it  probable,  and  in  some 
measure  necessary,  that  your  Committee  should  express 
its  opinions  of  the  relative  rights  of  the  corporation  and 
the  House  of  Representatives.  To  avoid  all  misunder- 
standing and  future  misrepresentations,  it  was  desira- 
ble that  each  question  should  be  decided  sep.aratel3'. 
Contemplating  an  extended  investigation, but  unwilling 
that  an  apprehension  should  exist  of  improper  disclo- 
sures being  made  of  the  transactions  of  the  Bank  and  its 
customers,  your  committee,  following  the  example  of 
the  committee  of  1832,  adopted  a  resolution  declaring 
that  their  proceedings  should  be  confidential,  until 
otherwise  ordered  by  the  Committee,  and  also  a  resolu- 
tion that  the  Committee  would  conduct  its  investigations 
"without  the  presence  of  any  person  not  required  or 
invited  to  attend."  A  copy  of  these  resolutions  was 
furnished  to  the  Committee  of  Directors,  in  the  hope 
that  the  extensive  control  of  a  room  at  the  Bank,  du- 
ring its  hours  of  business,  would  thereafter  be  conced- 
ed to  your  Committee,  while  the  claim  of  the  commit- 
tee of  Directors  to  be  present  when  their  books  were 


bmitted  for  inspection,  should  be  postponed  for  de- 
cison,  when  the  books  were  called  for  and  produced  by 
them. 

On  the  28th  ult.  this  Committee  assembled  at  the 
banking  house  and  again  found  the  room  they  expect- 
ed to  find  set  apart  for  their  use,  prc-occiipied  by  the 
Committee  of  Directors,  and  others,  ofliccrs  of  the 
Bank.  And  instead  of  sucli  assurances  as  they  had  a 
right  to  expect,  they  received  copies  of  two  resolutions 
adopted  i)y  the  Board  of  Directors, in  which  they  were 
given  to  understand  that  their  continued  occupation  of 
the  room  must  be  considered  a  favour,  and  not  a  mat- 
ter of  rij!;ht;  and  in  which  the  Board  indulge  in  unjust 
commentaries  on  the  House  of  Kepi-eseiilatives:  and  in- 
timate an  apprehension  that  your  committee  design  to 
make  their  examinations  secret,  partial,  unjust,  op- 
pressive, and  contrary  to  common  right. 

When  this  communication  had  been  read,  yovir  com- 
mittee adjourned  to  meet  at  their  own  chamber,  at  the 
North  American  Hotel.  Notwithstanding  all  that  had 
occurred,  the  correspondence  with  the  Committee  of 
Directors  was  continued.  If  in  so  doing  an  error  was 
committed,  let  it  be  imputed  to  the  belief  that  great 
forbearance  well  became  the  Committee  of  the  immedi- 
ate representatives  of  the  People. 

While  it  was  thus  doutful  whether  a  room  could  be 
obtained  in  the  Banking  house,  without  conditions  be- 
ing attached,  derogatory  to  the  rights  and  dignity  of  the 
House,  and  a  concession  in  advance  of  a  claim  set  up 
by  the  Bank,  which  m  ght  seriously  incomniode 
your  Committee  in  their  business,  they  determined 
to  execute  your  resolution,  if  practicable,  without 
intruding  on  the  Directors  of  the  Bank;  they  there- 
fore, required  of  the  President  and  Directors,  in 
writing,  to  submit  for  the  inspection  of  the  Committee, 
at  their  Committee  room,  on  the  3d  day  of  May,  certain 
books  and  papers  of  the  Bank,  which  might  have  been 
thus  produced  without  interruption  to  the  ordinary  busi- 
ness of  the  Bank.  The  requisition,  in  terms  imphed 
the  presence  of  the  Directoi's,  or  their  Committee. 

On  the  day  named,  the  Boaid  addressed  a  written 
communication  to  the  Committee,declaring,  "that  they 
cannot  comply  with  that  part  of  the  resolution  of  the 
Committee  of  Investigation  which  requires  that  certain 
books  of  the  Bank  be  sent  to  the  North  American  Hotel, 
this  day,  at  11  o'clock." 

Your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  this  refusal  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  to  submit  the  books  of  the  Bank 
to  the  inspection  of  your  Committee,  is  a  violation  of 
the  Bank  charter,  and  a  contempt  of  the  laws  and  au- 
thority of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  reasons  for  this  opinion  need  not  be  here  re- 
peated or  enlarged. 

It  has  been  maintained,  and  is  insisted,  that  the  right 
to  inspect  the  books  of  the  Bank,  carries  with  it  the 
power  to  perform  that  office  out  of  the  banking  house, 
if  it  cannot  be  done  conveniently  and  effectually  there- 
in,and  your  committee  cannot  perceive  that  just  ground 
of  complaint  exists  against  a  claim  of  power,  in  a  Com- 
mittee of  either  House  of  Congress,  which,  by  the  laws, 
and  with  a  wise  regard  to  the  public  interest,  is  con- 
ceded to  the  judicial  tribunals  of  both  the  Federal  and 
State  Governments. 

The  facts  already  stated,  demonstrate  that  a  room 
could  not  be  procured  in  the  Bank  for  the  use  of  the 
Committee,  without  a  concession  not  to  be  recalled, 
whicli  would  have  made  your  Committee  dependent  on 
the  courtesy  of  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  at  every  step 
of  the  inquiry, and  the  varinus  communications  received 
from  the  Directors  and  their  Committee,  annexed  to 
this  report,  will  fully  corroborate  this  statement. 

Having  failed  to  accomplish  the  object  of  procuring 
the  books  of  the  Bank  for  inspection,  .at  their  Commit- 
tee room,  your  Committee  felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to 
demand  their  submission  for  (hat  purpose,  at  the  Bank, 
of  the  President  and  Cashier  of  the  Bank,  the  usual  and 
I  general  agents  of  the  corporation.     For  that  purpose. 
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on  the  5th  day  of  May,  having  apprised  tlie  Committee 
of  Directors  of  their  intention,  at  one  o'clock  they  re- 
paired to  the  Uank.and  then  required  the  President  and 
Cashier,  each  of  them  respectively,  to  jjrodiice  certain 
of  the  books  of  the  Bank,  for  inspection  of  the  Com- 
mittee. This  was  refused  by  each  of  those  officers,  for 
reasons  stated  in  writing,  and  to  be  found  in  the  ap- 
pendix to  this  report. 

In  this  refusal,  your  committee  believe  there  was  a 
substanti.ll  violation  of  the  Bank  charter,  and  a 
contempt  against  the  authority  of  the  House  commit- 
ted. 

They  .ire  of  opinion,  that  your  committee  were  under 
no  obligation  of  right  to  recognise  any  agent  of  the 
Bank  other  than  those  generally  known  as  such,  and 
make  their  duty  and  right  to  inspect  the  books  depend 
on  the  convenience  or  caprice  of  such  deputation. 

If  such  be  the  fact,  then  the  examinations  of  the 
Bank  will,  in  all  cases,  depend  on  the  disposition  of  the 
Directors  to  have  their  proceedings  examined. 

Having  been  thun  denied,  by  the  officers  of  the  Bank, 
^nd  having  been  informed  by  the  Directors,  that  they 
were  not  aware  of  h.aving  declined  to  furnish  a  room, 
for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  committee,  your  commit- 
tee sincerely  desirous  to  meet  the  wishes  and  directions 
of  the  House,  believed  it  to  be  their  duty  to  seek  ano- 
ther interview  with  the  committee  of  directors,  and 
by  arrangement,  met  the  committee  of  the  Board,  at 
the  Bank,  on  the  Tth  day  of  May,  at  an  hour  fixed  by 
themselves. 

Your  committee  then  and  there,  in  writing,  required 
of  the  committee  of  the  Board  to  produce  to  your  com- 
mittee, for  inspection,  certain  books  and  papers  of  the 
Pank;  to  enable  your  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
truth  of  representations  made  by  the  Governraentdirec- 
tors  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  to  Con^ 
gress;  and  to  ascertain  whether  the  Board  of  Directors 
had  violated  the  charter  of  the  Bank,  by  authorizing 
the  exercise  of  illegal  powers  by  their  committees  or 
officers,  and  whether  the  Bank  had  any  agency,  through 
its  management  or  money,  in  producing  the  present 
pressure,  or  has  used  its  corporate  power  or  inoney 
to  control  the  press,  to  interfere  in  politics,  or  influence 
elections. 

Without  giving  a  specific  answer  to  these  calls  f>jr 
books  and  papers,  the  committee  of  directors,  present- 
ed a  written  communication  which  was  said  to  be  "  in- 
dicative of  the  mode  of  proceeding  deemed  right  by  the 
Bank." 

The  committee  of  the  Board  in  that  communic.ition, 
express  the  opinion,  that  the  inquiry  can  only  be  right- 
fully extended  to  alleged  violations  of  the  charter,  and 
deny  virtually  the  right  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  authorize  the  inquiries  required  in  the  resolu- 
tion. 

They  also  required  of  the  Committee  of  Investigation, 
«'  when  they  asked  for  books  and  papers  to  state  speci- 
fically in  writing,  the  purposes  for  which  tliey  are  pro- 
posed to  be  inspected  and  if  it  would  be  to  establish  a 
violation  of  the  charter,  then  to  state  specifically  in  wri- 
ting, what  are  the  alleged  or  supposed  violations  of 
the  charter,  tp  which  the  evidence  is  alleged  to  be  .ap- 
plicable. 

To  this  extraordinary  rec^ulrement,  made  on  the  sup- 
position that  your  committee  were  charged  with  the 
duty  of  crimination,  or  prosecution  for  criminal  offence, 
and  implying  a  right  on  the  part  of  the  directors  to  de- 
termine for  what  purpose  the  inspection  should  be 
made,  and  what  books  or  p.apers  should  be  submitted  to 
inspection,  your  committee  replied,  that  they  were  not 
charged  with  the  duty  of  criminating  the  bank,  its  direc- 
tors, or  others;  but  simply  to  inquire,  amongst  other 
things,  whether  any  prosecution  in  legal  form,  should 
^e  instituted,  and  from  tiie  nature  of  their  duties,  and 
the  instructions  of  the  House  of  Representatives  they 
were  not  bound  to  state  specially  in  writing,  any  charg- 
es made  against  the  Bank,  or  any  special  purpose  for 


which  they  required  the  production  of  the  books  and 
papers  for  inspection. 

A  specific  answer  was  requested  to  the  calls  which 
had  been  made. 

The  Committee  of  the  Board,  after  deliberation, 
made  a  communication  to  your  committee,  in  writing, 
in  which  they  announce  their  purpose  to  adhere  totheiv 
resolution,  and  refused  to  submit  the  books  and  papers 
of  the  Bank,  required  by  your  committee  to  be  produc- 
ed for  their  inspection. 

These  calls  were  made  in  the  bank,  and  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  Committee  of  the  Board,  and  then  and 
there  a  compliance  with  them  was  refused.  Not  feeling 
authorized  to  regard  this  unexpected  and  unequivocal 
refusal  as  the  act  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  your  com- 
mittee submitted  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  to 
the  Board,  and  they  were  by  the  Board  "  fully  approv- 
ed and  sanctioned. 

In  this  act  of  refusal,  which  nothing  that  had  occur- 
red had  prepared  them  to  anticipate,  your  committee 
are  of  opinion,  that  the  charterofthe  Bank  was  violated, 
and  a  contempt  of  the  authority  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives committed. 

Your  committee,  acting  under  the  instructions  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  without  power  to  modify  qr 
enlarge  them,  charged  to  inquire,  and  not  authorized 
to  accuse  or  to  arraign,  except  in  their  report  to  the 
House  itself,  armed  with  but  with  limited  authority  of  a 
committee,  unauthorized  to  punish,  were  necessarily 
compelled  to  the  conclusion,  that,  in  the  face  of  the 
obstructions  already  detailed,  they  could  not  efficiently 
prosecute  the  inquiries  with  which  they  were  charged, 
without  the  aid  of  the  power  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives. 

Anxious,  however,  to  perform  their  duty  without 
complaint  to  the  House,  and  in  conformity  with  the 
proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Investigation  of  1819 
and  1832,  your  committee  called  on  the  Bank,  in  a 
series  of  resolutions,  to  furnish  statements  and  certaiij 
extracts  and  copies  from  their  books  and  papers,  which, 
in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  were  all  intimately 
connected  with  their  duties,  and  many  of  them  indis- 
pensable to  afford  to  the  Hoiise  of  Representatives  tl;e 
information  wluch  they  had  directed  your  committee  to 
ol)lain. 

The  first  of  these  was  responded  toby  the  committee 
of  Directors,  and  the  information  furnished.  Though 
useful,  it  was  comparatively  unin;iportant. 

The  Board  of  Directors,  after  deliberation,  refused  to 
comply  with  the  other  calls,  for  reasons  which  will  be 
found  in  their  resolution  in  the  Appendix,  and  which 
reasons  deserve  examination,  as  manifesting  the  dehh- 
erate  purpose  of  the  directors  to  resist  all  attempts  to 
examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the  corporation  in  the 
latitude  required  by  your  resolution. 

They  say,  that  the  Board  of  Directors  do  not  feel 
themselves  .at  hberty  to  comply  with  the  requirement  of 
the  Committee  of  investigation,  because  "paft"  of  the 
copies  called  far  "  relate  to  matters  over  which  the 
Board  have  no  control. 

This  reason,  it  is  pl.ain,  cannot  have  had  much 
weight  in  producing  the  decision  of  the  Board.  If  only 
a  part  of  the  information  desired  was  beyond  the  con^ 
trol  of  the  Board,  that  fact  could  have  been  st.ated, 
and  this  committee  would  have  cheerfully  received  the 
residue. 

2d.  The  Board  say,  they  cannot  comply,  because 
it  would  be  impossible  for  them  to  do  so  "  within  any 
reasonable  time,  having  ascertained  by  a  careful  ex- 
amination, that  the  copies  and  statements  called  for 
by  the  resolutions  of  the  29th  ultimo  alone,  would  re- 
quire the  uninterrupted  labor  of  two  clerks  for  at  least 
ten  months. 

This  reason,  it  is  also  fair  to  presume,  could  not  have 
materially  influenced  the  decision  of  the  Board.  If,  in 
truth,  an  entire  compliance  with  all  the  resolutions 
would  require  great  labor,  still  that  did  not  justify  tl^e 
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refusal  to  comply  with  any  one  of  them.  Besides,  the 
whole  objection  could  have  been  obviated  by  the  em- 
ployment of  more  clerks  than  two,  the  compens.ation  to 
whom,  if  paid  either  by  the  Bank  or  this  committee, 
would  h.ave  been  well  expended  in  gratifying  the  re- 
quirement of  the  House  of  Kcpresentatives. 

3d.  The  Board  say  they  cannot  "  comply,  inas- 
much as  in  respect  to  a  part  of  the  papers  called  for, 
the  effect  would  be  the  same  .as  the  surrender  of  their 
books  and  papers  to  a  secret  and  ex  parte  examina- 
tion. 

Who  can  read  this  last  reason  for  refusing,  given  by 
the  Directors,  and  fail  to  perceive  that  this  committee 
is  justified  in  declaring,  that,  without  the  aid  of  compitl- 
sory  process,  they  cannot  obey  the  directions  of  the 
House.  If  extracts  from  their  own  books,  made  by  their 
own  clerks,  will  not  be  furnished,  because  they  might 
be  used  to  conduct  an  ex  parte  examination,  what  bene- 
fit could  this  committee  expect  to  derive  by  access  to 
the  books  themselves  ? 

Permission  to  take  extracts  for  themselves  could,  and 
probably  would,  be  denied  for  the  same  reasons;  and  a 
committee  of  the  House,  without  power  to  compel  obe- 
dience to  its  demands,  would  have  power  to  make  no 
use  of  the  books,  which  was  not  approved  by  the  Direc- 
tors themselves.  And  the  House  will  be  at  no  loss  to 
determine  what  latitude  they  would  be  willing  to  give 
their  inquiries.  And  without  authentic  extracts,  such 
»s  were  unhesitatingly  furnished  by  the  Bank  to  both 
the  former  committees  of  investigation,  your  committee 
could  very  imperfectly  convey  to  the  House,  the  grounds 
of  their  conclusions,  or  the  result  of  their  inspection  and 
examination. 

It  what  condition,  then,  is  your  committee  placed  ? 
The  House  have  commanded  them  to  inquire  "  what 
corruptions  and  abuses  have  existed  in  the  man- 
^.gement  of  the  Bank,"  whether  it  has  used  "  its  corpo- 
rate power,  or  money,  to  interfere  in  politics,  or  influ- 
ence elections." 

To  do  this,  they  have  attempted  to  use  the  only  means 
that  can,  by  possibility,  enable  them  to  fulfil  this  duty; 
and  they  are  refused  by  the  Directors  access  to  those 
means  which  are-  in  their  custody,  and  which  by  their 


munlc.ations  of  the  Directors  and  their  committee,  and 
will  serve  to  show  that  they  have  afforded  no  justifica- 
tion whatever  for  the  extraordinary  position  ultimately 
taken  by  the  Committee  of  Directoi-s  and  the  Board. 
But  that  their  determination  not  to  permit  of  any  con- 
duct of  theirs  not  involving  breach  of  charter,  to  be  in- 
vestigated, must  have  been  entertained  long  before  it 
was  made  known  to  your  committee — and  that  it  was 
not  communicated  until  every  other  means  of  prevent- 
ing the  examination  had  proved  unav.ailing.  But  for 
tliis  conduct,  which  your  committee  cannot  regard  as 
distinguished  by  frankness  and  candor,  the  absence  of 
your  committee,  from  their  duties  in  the  House  would 
have  been  of  much  shorter  continuance. 

Believing  they  had  now  exhausted  in  their  efforts  to 
execute  the  duty  devolved  upon  them,  all  reasonable 
means  depending  solely  upon  the  provisions  of  the  Bank 
charter,  to  obtain  the  inspection  of  the  books  of  this 
corporation,  your  committee  were  at  last  reluctantly 
compelled  to  resort  to  the  subpanas  which  had  been 
furnished  to  them  under  the  seal  of  this  House,  and  at- 
tested by  its  clerk-  They,  thereby,  on  the  9th  inst. 
directed  the  Marshal  of  the  Eastern  District  of  Penn- 
sylvania to  summons  Nicholas  Biddle,  President,  and 
thirteen  other  persons,  directors  of  tlie  Bank,  to  attend 
at  their  committee  room,  on  the  next  day,  at  12  o'clock, 
at  noon,  to  testify  concerning  the  matters  of  which  your 
Committee  were  authorized  to  inquire,  and  to  bring 
with  them  certain  books  therein  named  for  inspection. 
The  Marshal  served  the  summons  in  due  form  of  law, 
and  at  the  time  appointed,  the  persons  therein  named 
appeared  before  the  Committee  and  presented  a  writ- 
ten communication  signed  by  each  of  them,  as  the  an- 
swer of  each  to  the  requirement  of  subpoena  (which  is  in 
the  appendix  to  this  report.)  In  this  paper  they  de- 
clare "  that  they  do  not  produce  the  books  required 
because  they  are  not  in  custody  of  either  of  us,  but  as 
has  been  heretofore  stated,  of  the  Board,"  and  add, 
"considering  that  as  corporators  and  Directors,  we  are 
parties  to  the  proceeding — we  do  not  consider  ourselves 
bound  to  testify,  and  therefore  respectfully  decline  to 
do  so." 

j     Your  committee  will  not  dwell  long  to  answer  these 
technical   excuses  for  tliis  contempt  of  the  lawful  man- 


pbarter  they  are  bound  to  furnish. 

Because,  say  they,  the  inquiry  of  this  committee  has  {  date  of  the  House.  They  are  to  be  found  at  large  in  the 
been  charged  to  make,  "  can  only  be  rightfully  extend-  written  documentabove  referred  to.  Most  of  them  itis 
ed  to  alleged  violations  of  the  charter."  And  even  these  '  believed,  have  been  already  satisfactorily  answered, 
violations  of  charter  are  not  to  be  inquired  of  until  the  The  too  novel  excuses  herein  set  forth,  cannot  but  be 
Board  is  furnished  with  "a  sjjecification  of  all  the  I  condemned  as  insufficient.  The  first  is  founded  on  a 
pharges  intended  to  be  inquired  into."  Should  suppos-  I  very  refined  distinction  between  the  power  of  the  Di- 
ed violations  of  charter  be  specifically  charged,  then  the  I  rectors  as  persons  and  as  corporators.  The  s.ame  per- 
Directors  are' to  decide  whether  the  facts,  if  true,  as  j  sons  have  and  h.ave  not  power  to  submit  the  books.  As 
stated,  would  amount  to  technical  vioh'tions  of  cliarter,  j  corporators,  the  custody  of  the  books  is  in  them;  but  as 
and  then,  and  not  till  then,  will  your  committee  be  per-  1  individuals,  although  collectively  assembled,  the  same 
mitted  to  "proceed  with  them  in  order  as  stated.     It  }  books  are  not  under  their  control.  Thus,  by  an  attenua- 


must  be  said  that  these  pretences,  by  which  the  Bank 
would  justify  its  bold  disregard  of  the  provisions  of  its 
charter,  are,  in  themselves,  derogatory  to  the  dignity, 
and  contemptuous  to  the  authority  of  the  House,  to 
which  it,  in  fact,  owes  its  being. 

The  committee  believe,  that  these  proceedings  of  the 
Bank  Directors,  denying  vital  and  essential  powers  to 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  and  asserting,  in  effect,  a 


ted  technicality,  the  lawful  authority  of  the  House  is  to 
be  defied.  If,  in  one  room  of  the  Bank  they  must  be 
esteemed  as  "individual  citizens,"  who  may  lawfully 
disregard  a  subpcena  duces  tecum,  because  they  have 
not  the  book  demanded — if :  in  another  room  of  the 
same  house,  by  a  transmigr.ation  not  known  to  Heathen 
philosophy,  their  identity  is  gone;  they  have  become 
mere  ideal  creatures,  on  which  not  even  a  subpcena  ad 


paramount  and  controlling  authority  over  boih  inexe-  [testificandum  can  be  served. 
Cuting  a  power,  devised  as  a  check  upon  the  Bank  itself  1  To  make  this  excuse  still  more  extraordinary  let  it  be 
would  justify  a  more  extended  comment.  But  oonfid-  remembered  that  seven  of  the  gentlemen  by  whom  it  is 
ing  in  the  disposition  of  the  House  to  maintain  its  own  odcred  h.ad  been  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Directors 
rights  and  dignity,  and  to  sustain  yoiu-  committee  in  the  j  to  exhibit  the  books  of  the  Bank  for  inspection,  and  of 
faithful  discharge  of  their  duty,  they  present  as  a  part  of  course  must  have  h.ad  the  riglit  to  tli.at  exclusive  posscs- 
this  report  the  v.arious  resolutions  adopted  by  your  com-  }  sion  for  that  purpose. 

mittee,    with  those  received  from   the  agents  of  the  j      The  reason  assigned  for  the  refusal   to  be  sworn  is 
Bank,   as  an  appendix,  declaratory  of  the   powers  be- 
lieved to  be  possessed,  and  the  purposes  of  your  com- 
mittee. 

They  believe  that  these  regulations  will  of  themselves 
vindicate  their  conduct  and  proceedings  from  all  those 
imputations  which  are  to  be  found  in  the  various  corn- 


parallel  with  lliat  which  has  just  been  considered — that 
as  corporators  and  directors,  they  are  parties  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  House,  and  therefore  not  bound  to 
give  testimony.  It  is  a  humane  rule  to  be  found  in  the 
criminal  law,  which  declares  that  no  man  shall  be  com-. 
polled  to  criminate  himself,  and  one   which  tliis  com 
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inittee  would  be  unwilling,  under  any  circumstances, 
to  deny,  but  your  committee  are  not  aware  of  any  prin- 
ciple of  evidence  which  will  excuse  a  person  for  refus- 
ing' to  give  testimony,  simply  because  it  may  subject 
him  to  a  civil  action. 

There  are  provisions  in  the  Bank  chirter,  making 
the  directors  liable  to  a  civil  suit  if  proved  to  have  par- 
ticipated in  certain  transactions  therein  mentioned. 
But  it  ought  not  to  be  supposed  that  any  thing  can  be 
found  on  the  books  of  the  bank  tliat  would  subject  the 
directors  to  a  criminal  prosecution.  Even  if  the  latter 
supposition  be  not  entirely  without  foundation,  still  it 
is  insisted  that  a  witness  called  on  to  testify,  must  do  so, 
unless  the  Court  or  other  tribulial  before  which  he  ap- 
pears, shall  adjudge  that  he  is  interested.  That  ques- 
tion the  witness  cannot  be  permitted  to  decide  for  liim- 
self,  otherwise  evidence  might  be  withheld  without 
good  cause.  As  to  the  supposition  that  the  Directors, 
or  the  corporation  under  their  control,  are  to  be  con- 
sidered p;<rtiesto  tlie  inquest  this  committee  was  direct- 
ed to  institute,  it  has  already  been  answered  in  this  re- 
port, and  needs  no  further  reply.  If  the  inquest  had 
been  prosecuted,  and  had  satisfied  Congress  or  the  Pre- 
sident, that  a  scire  facias  ought  to  isssue,  then,  and  not 
till  then,  could  the  Bank  directors  become  parties  to 
the  proceeding,  and  under  that  principle,  attempt  to 
conceal  transactions  known  only  to  themselves;  and 
even  then  their  books  might  be  used  as  evidence  against 
them.  Justice  requires  us  to  add,  that  the  directors, 
while  they  protested  against  our  right  to  examine 
them,  declared  they  had  no  knowledge,  which,  if  a 
necessary  regard  to  their  duty  and  the  rights  of  others 
permitted,  they  would  not  willingly  expose  without  re- 
serve. 

Under  such  circumstances,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that 
they  have  not  imitated  the  course  of  the  directors  of 
1819  and  1832,  by  waiving  their  supposed  technical 
rights,  and  inviting  an  unrestrained  examination  of  their 
proceedings.  Such  conduct  could  not  but  have  gain- 
ed pubUc  approbation;  and  it  is  humbly  conceived, 
could  not  have  been  reasonably  objected  to  by  any 
persons  having  business  with  the  institution.  If  such 
had  been  the  course  of  tlie  Directors,  the  committee 
hope  to  be  pardoned  for  saying  it  was  their  purpose  to 
have  endeavored  to  have  performed  the  duties  which 
had  been  enjoined,  thoroughly,  impartially,  and  with  a 
rigid  adherence  to  the  immutable  principles  of  truth 
and  justice. 

Thus,  your  committee  conclude,  the  just  power  and 
authority  of  the  House  of  Representatives  have  been  set 
at  naught,  defied,  and  contemned. 

Thus,  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
has  beendehberately  violated,  by  repeated  refusals  of 
the  Directors  of  that  Corporation  to  submit  tlieir  books 
and  papers  to  the  inspection  of  tliis  committee. 

Thus  have  the  just  expectations  of  the  House  and  of 
their  constituents  been  disappointed,  and  all  means  of 
obtaining  the  best  and  most  accurate  information  con- 
cerning the  operations  of  a  controlling  moneyed  institu- 
tion, been  cut  off  and  denied. 

It  remains  for  the  House  and  the  country  to  decide 
how  far  this  conduct  of  that  directory  has  been  dictated 
by  their  solemn  duty,  as  declared  to  protect  the  inter- 
ests of  others  committed  specially  to  their  protection. 
How  far  it  conforms  to  those  principles  of  action  which 
are  based  on  conscious  integrity  and  uprightnessof  pur- 
pose, which  defies  sciutiny,  and  invites  investigation; 
and  how  far  it  shall  be  received  as  a  plea  of  guilty  to 
the  high  misdemeanors  which  they  insist  have  been 
charged  against  the  coipor.ition  of  which  they  have  the 
management  and  control. 

These  grave  questions,  with  others  growing  out  of  the 
transactions  and  proceedings,  are  left  to  be  decided  by 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

To  ehcit  those  opinions,  the  following  resolutions  are 
most  respectfully  submitted: 


1.  Resolved,  That  by  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  the  right  was  expressly  reserved  to  either 
House  of  Congress,  by  the  appointment  of  a  committee, 
to  inspect  the  books,  and  to  examine  into  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  said  Bank,  as  well  as  to  ascertain  if  at  any 
time  it  had  violated  its  charter. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, passed  on  the  4th  of  April,  1834,  for  the 
appoiniment  of  a  committee,  with  full  powers  to  make 
the  investigations  embraced  in  said  resolution,  was  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  charter  of  said 
Bank  and  the  power  of  this  House. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Board  of  Di- 
I  rectors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  by  refusing  to 
I  submit  for  inspection,    the   books   and  papers    of   the 

Bank,  as  called  for  by  the  committee  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  have  contemned  the  legitimate  authori- 
ty of  the  House,  asserting  for  themselves  powers  and 
privileges  not  contemplated  by  the  framers  of  their 
charter,  nor  in  fairness  deducible  from  any  of  the  terms 
or  provisions  of  that  instrument. 

4.  Resolved,  That  either  House  of  Congress  has  the 
right  to  compel  \X\e  production  of  any  such  books  or  pa- 
pers as  have  been  called  for  by  their  committee,  and 
also  to  compel  said  President  and  Directors  to  testify  to 
such  interrogatories  as  were  necessary  to  a  full  and  per- 
fect understanding  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Bank  at 
any  period  within  the  term  of  its  existence. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  Speaker  of  this  House  do  is- 
sue his  warrant  to  the  Sergeant-at-Arms,  to  arrest 
Nicholas  Biddle,  President,  Manual  Eyre,  Lawrence 
Lewis,  Ambrose  White,  Daniel  W.  Cox,  John  Holmes, 
Charles  Chauncey,  John  Goddard,  John  R.  Neff,  Wil- 
liam Piatt,  Matthew  Newkirk,  James  C.  Fisher,  John 
S.  Henry,  and  John  Sergeant,  Directors  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  bring  them  to  the  Bar  of  this 
House,  to  answer  for  their  contempt  of  its  lawful  au- 
thority. 


REPORT 

Of  tlic  MINORITY  of  the  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 

UNITED  STATES  BANK. 

Mr.  Everett,  from  the  minority  of  the  Committee  appointed  to 

investigate  the   affairs  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 

submitted  the  following  Report: 

The  undersigned,  members  of  the  Committee  for  investiga- 
ting the  affairs  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  having  dif- 
fered from  their  colleagues  as  to  the  extent  of  the  powers  of 
the  committee,  and  the  mode  of  pursuing  the  investigation, 
beg  leave  to  submit  the  grounds  ot  this  difference,  and  their 
reasons  for  not  concurring  in  the  report  of  the  majority  of  the 
committee. 

The  twenty  third  section  of  the  law,  approved  on  the  UHh 
of  April,  1816,  (commonly  called  the  Bank  Charter,)  makes 
the^lollowina  provision  :  "It  shall. at  all  times  be  lawiul.  for  a 
committee  of  eiiher  House  olCongress,  appointed  lor  that  pur- 
pose, to  inspect  the  books,  and  to  examine  into  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  corporation  hereby  created,  and  to  report  whu* 
ther  the  provisions  of  this  charter  have  been,  by  the  same, 
violated  or  not."  This  provision  is,  in  terms,  an  express 
grant  of  power  to  either  House  of  Congress;  and,  consequent- 
lyjbut  for  this  grant,  neither  House  of  Congress  would  have 
possessed  the  powe''.  To  suppose  that  either  House  of  Con- 
gress wou'd  have  possessed  ihe  power,  although  the  charter 
had  been  slent  on  the  subject  is  to  suppose  ihat  so  much  of 
the  twenty  third  section  of  ihe  charter  as  gives  the  power,  ia 
mere  surplusage — an  unauthonzed  and  inadmissille  supposi- 
tion. 

lithe  power  reserved  in  the  twenty-third  section  bad  been 
already  possessed  by  either  House  ol  Congress.it  must  have 
een  in  viiliieof  itsgeneral  auihovty  to  institute  inquiries,  &  to 
for  persons  and  papers.  But  had  theJCongress  who  granted  the 
chatter  understood  that  this  authority  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers  extended  to  the  inspection  of  the  books  fo  the  Bank, 
they  could  not  have  deemed  it  necessary  to  provide  that  it 
should  be  lawful,  at  any  time,  for  either  House  of  Congress  to 
appoint  a  committee  for  such  inspection. 

The  resolution  passed  on  the  4th  of  April  last,  under  which 
the  Committee  of  Investigation  was  appointed,  is  expressed 
in  the  following  terms : 

fThe  rcsoluiion  will  be  found  at^the  commencement  of  the 
preceding  report  J 
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The  committee,  thus  appointed,  is  clothed  with  the 
power  granted  to  either  house  of  Congress,  by  the 
twenty -third  section  of  the  charter,  the  same  being 
given  to  it  by  the  express  words  of  the  resolution, 
which  authonzes  it  to  "inspect  the  books,  and  exam- 
ine into  the  proceedings  of  the  said  bank,"  and  "re- 
port whether  the  provisions  of  the  charter  have  been 
violated  or  not." 

Had  the  resolution  stopped  here,  its  interpretation 
would  have  been  easy.  It  would  have  been  (and 
would  so  have  necessarily  been  understood)  a  reso- 
lulion  creating  a  committee  under  the  power  granted 
by  the  twenty-third  section  of  the  charter,  and  for 
the  precise  objects,  and  no  other,  therein  provided  for. 
But  the  resolution  of  the  House  goes  much  further. 
It  purports  to  authorize  the  committee  to  engage  in 
a  much  wider  range  of  inquiry  than  the  violation  of 
the  charter.  It  declares  the  objects  of  investigation 
to  be  three-fold,  viz:  1st,  the  causes  of  the  commer. 
cial  embarrassment  and  distress  alleged  to  exist;  2d, 
violations  of  the  charter;  3d,  corruptions  and  abuses 
in  the  management  otthe  Bank,of  which  several  are 
alluded  to  in  very  general  and  comprehensive  terms, 
as  will  be  perceived  by  recurrence  to  the  resolution 
just  quoted.  Of  these  three  objects,  the  second  only 
IS  the  one  on  which  a  commii  tee,  raised  in  pursuance 
of  the  twenty-third  section  of  the  charter,  is  authori- 
zed to  report. 

As  the  resolution  of  the  House  enumerates  objects 
of  inquiry  not  named  in  the  charter,  so  it  specifies 
means  of  attaining  information,  not  provided  for  in 
that  law.  It  authorizes  the  committee  "to  send  for 
persons  and  papers,  and  to  summon  and  examine 
witnesses  on  oath,  and  to  examine  into  the  affairs  of 
the  said  Banli  and  branches." 

The  point  of  chief  question  in  this  matter  has  been, 
what  extension  of  the  powers  possessed  by  the  com- 
mittee, in  virtue  of  the  33d  section  of  the  law,  is  ef- 
fected by  this  additional  detail  of  the  objects  to  be  in- 
vestigated, and  of  the  means  for  attaining  knowledge 
concerning  them. 

The  subscribers  understand  their  colleagues,  the 
majority  of  the  committee,  to  claim,  under  tlie  terms 
of  the  resolution,  an  unlimited  power  of  inquiry  after 
all  the  conceivable  corruptions  and  malpractices  of 
the  bank,  and  of  sending  for  the  persons  officers  and 
directors,  and  for  any  and  all  of  its  books  and  papers, 
in  order  to  ascertain  whether  any  such  corruptions 
and  malpractices  exist.  The  subscribers  believe  that 
no  such  power  of  general  search  was  given  to  the 
committee  by  the  resolution  :  and  that  it  was  not 
competent  for  either  House  of  Congress  to  give  it. — 
In  their  difference  of  opinion  from  their  brethren  of 
the  majority  on  this  head,  will  be  found  the  chief 
source  of  their  dissent  from  most  of  the  important 
measures  proposed  by  the  committee. 

Before  explaining  their  views  more  distinctly,  they 
would  observe,  to  avoid  all  misconception,  that  it  is 
no  part  of  their  purpose  to  maintain  that  the  power 
of  the  committee  is  confined  to  an  inquiry,  whether 
the  charter  of  the  Bank  has  been  violated.  The  un- 
dersigned believe  it  is  compeient  for  the  House  to 
inquire  into  any  alleged  abuse  or  corruption  what- 
sover,  to  the  utmost  lathude  required  by  the  public 
good,  and  aulhorized  by  the  principles  ol  justice  and 
law.  They  believe  that  the  commiltee,  of  which 
they  are  members,  was  authorized  to  make  such  in- 
quiries.  They  believed,  however,  that  these  mquirits 
were  to  be  conducted  according  to  the  charter;  that 
is, according  to  law;  and  according  to  those  general 
principles  oT  equity  and  constitutional  right  which 
cannot  be  transcended,  in  virtue  of  any  resolution  of 
either  House  of  Congress;  and  which  the  undersign- 
ed are  unwilling  to  believe  that  either  House  of  Con- 
gress could  attempt  or  wish  to  transcend. 

The  undersigned  have  already,  as  they  think, 
shown,  that  the  provision  in  the  charter  is  a  grant 
of  power,  which  would  not  otherwise  have  been  pos- 
sessed by  either  House.  So  far,  therefore,  is  the 
general  power  of  sending  for  persons  and  papers, 
from  enlarging  the  charter  power,  that  this  latter  is 
an  addition  lo  the  power  of  sending  for  persons  and 
papers.  The  power,  therefore,  possessed  by  the 
commiltee  under  ihe  charter,  and  reciied  in  ihe  reso- 
lution, is  not,  and  cannot  be,  extended  or  enlarged 
by  any  thing  else  in  that  resolution.  No  limitation 
imposed  by  the  charter  upon  the  inquiry  which  llie 
committee  is  (hereby  aulhorized  lo  make,  or  the 
mode  of  making  it,  can  be  removed  by  liic  general 
parliamentary  power  ol  the  House  to  in«tule  investi- 
gations, and  send  for  persons  and  papers.    Ii  would 


be  an  absurdity  to  make  a  charter  provision  lor  ex- 
extending  the  general  powers  of  tha  the  House,  and 
then  to  seek  to  enlarge  ihe  powers  conveyed  in  tliat 
provision,  by  the  addition  of  something  else,  suppos- 
ed to  belong  to  ihe  general  authority  of  the  House. 

In  addition  to  this,  it  must  be  recollected  ihat  the 
charter  is  a  contract  proposed  by  the  Government  to 
the  stockholders,  and  voluntarily  entered  into  by 
them.  This  power  of  visitation,  and  of  subjecting 
the  books  to  inspection,  is  one  of  the  conditions  of 
the  contract,  onerous  to  the  stockholders.  To  at- 
tempt to  enlarge  it  by  construction,  is  to  attempt, 
contrary  lo  the  faith  of  the  country,  to  interpolate 
new  and  oppressive  conditions  into  the  contract. 
The  undersigned,  therefore,  maintain  that  a  resolu- 
tion of  one  house  of  Congress,  passed  in  virtue  of  its 
general  power  ol  inquisition,  cannot  enlarge  the  spe- 
cific provisions  of  the  law.  But  they  do  not,  there- 
fore hold  that  this  committee  could  not,  under  the 
authority  of  the  resolution  of  the  House,  inquire  into 
any  other  matters  than  breaches  of  the  charter.  They 
maintain  only  that  this  is  a  power  to  be  exercised 
agreeably  to  law  and  justice;  that  it  is  not  an  abso- 
lute  inquisitorial  power;  that  it  does  not  auihorize  a 
committee  of  either  House  to  prosecute  a  secret  in- 
quiry of  indefinite  character,  afier  any  and  every 
abuse,  probable  or  possible.  It  does  not  extend  the 
right  of  inspecting  the  books,  granted  tor  one  pur- 
pose alone,  so  as  to  auihorize  their  inspection  for  pur- 
poses totally  different.  It  does  not  put  it  in  ihe  power 
ol  a  committee  to  issue  warrants  of  general  search, 
and  compel  the  appearance  of  citizens,  and  the  pro- 
duction of  papers,  not  in  proof  or  disproof  of  charges 
against  third  persons,  by  evidence  of  which  ihey  are 
the  legal  depositories,  but  in  order  to  enable  such  a 
commiltee  to  find  out  by  these  papers,  whether  those 
who  bring  ihem  are  not  themselves  guilty  of  misde- 
meanors. Such  a  power  as  this,  the  undersigned 
wholly  reject  as  abhorrent  to  reason  and  justice;  un- 
known  to  the  eonslilution  of  this  country;  at  war 
with  ils  spirit  and  with  its  letter;  and  utterly  repug- 
nant to  the  pub'ic  sentiment  of  the  people.  To  claim 
Such  a  power,  is  to  claim  lor  either  House  of  Con- 
gress the  right,  in  virtue  of  a  resolution,  of  sending 
to  the  remotest  corners  of  the  Union  for  any  number 
of  persons,  compelling  them  to  attend  a  committee, 
with  all  their  papers,  to  submit  to  be  examined  on 
oath;  to  exhibit  those  papers  for  inspection;  and  thus 
to  enable  such  committee  to  find  matter  of  fixing  on 
such  individuals  the  charge  of  gross,  but  previously 
unspecified  misdemeanors  and  corruptions. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  the  undersigned  to  endeavor 
to  define  what  are  the  limits  of  the  powers  ol  inquiry 
possessed  by  the  House  of  Congress.  Ilis  sullicient 
for  their  present  purposes  to  have  shown,  (and  the 
proposition  is  proved  in  its  enunciation,)  what  they 
are  not  and  cannot  be.  It  cannot  be  in  the  competence 
of  the  oominittee  to  institute  a  general  search,  and 
compel  the  citizens  on  oath  to  purge  themselves  if  in- 
nocent, and  criminate  themselves  it  guilty;  and  bring 
with  them  their  papers  to  be  ransacked  in  a  roving 
hunt  for  unspecified  crimes.  The  Constitution  re- 
serves to  the  people  the  right  (a  right  inviolable  with- 
out the  reservation)  "to  be  secure  in  their  persons, 
houses,  papers,  and  effects,  against  unreasonable 
searches  and  seizures.  Of  all  unreasonable  searches 
that  can  be  imagined,  none  is  more  signally  so  than  a 
general  search  into  the  papers  possessed  by  a  person, 
whether  individual  or  corporate,  with  a  view  to  find 
(if  it  should  happen  to  exist)  matter  of  crimination 
against  that  person.  A  general  search  for  any  pur- 
pose is  unreasonable;  for  the  object  ol  criminating 
the  individual  searched,  it  would  be  at  war  with  ihe 
first  principles  of  justice,  and,  as  exercised  by  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Representatives,  one  branch 
of  a  Legislature  of  limited  constitutional  jurisdiction, 
an  enormous  assumption  of  power.  It  would  be  un- 
reasonable, because,  as  no  man  is  beyond  the  possi- 
bility ol  doing  wrong,  the  right  to  iiibiituic  a  general 
search,  if  it  existed,  would  be  a  right  of  inquisition 
into  the  affairs  of  every  individual  in  the  community; 
aright  too  extravagant  to  be  claimed  by  any  Govern- 
ment pretending  to  be  limited  by  law,  and  never  ex- 
crciscd  by  any  but  those  odious  and  arbitrary  tribu- 
nals  which  are  handed  down  to  the  undying  execra- 
tion of  inaiikitid.  It  would  be  at  war  with  the  first 
principles  of  juHiicc,  which,  as  a  general  rule,  compel 
no  man  to  criminate  himself,  direclly  or  inducctly, 
nor  to  furnish  the  means  of  his  own  crinunation.  It 
would  be  an  enormous  assunipiion  of  power  on  tlje 
part  of  either  House  of  Congtcsti;  a  bud)(  wiiuec  juris- 
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diction  does  not  extend  to  any  considerable  poriion  of 
the  conceivable  crimes  and  misdemeanors  which  siich 
a  search  might,  it  they  had  been  committed,  bring 
out;  and  who  can  surely  lay  claim  to  no  power  of 
searching  out  matters,  which,  it  the  search  be  suc- 
cessful, are  without  its  province,  both  of  legislation 
and  punishment. 

It  may  be  observed  that,  if  the  right  of  makmg  such 
a  search  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  be  claimed 
in  virtue  of  the  general  powers  of  inquiry  possessed 
by  the  House,  it  extends  to  every  State  Bank  in  the 
Union,  as  fully  as  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
The  charter  gives  a  power  of  visiting  the  corporation 
thereby  created,  and  of  course  exclusively  confied  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  That  power,  as  has 
been  urged,  can  be  applied  only  to  the  objects  for 
which  it  is  given,  viz:  to  enable  a  committee  to  re- 
port "whether  the  provisions  of  the  charter  have  been 
violated  or  not."  But  if  we  go  further,  and  claim  a 
right,  under  the  general  power  of  inquisiiion  possess- 
ed by  the  House,  to  search  the  Bank  for  objects  not 
made  subjects  of  search  by  the  charter  ,tfien  it  is  obvi. 
ous  that  the  corporators  and  directors  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  are  no  more  amenable  to  such  a 
search  in  their  persons,  books,  and  papers,  than  the 
corporators  or  directors  of  any  other  bank,  of  any 
insurance  office,  trust  company,  turnpike,  canal,  or 
railroad  company,  or  any  other  private  citizens.  The 
right,  therefore,  claimed  by  the  majoriiy  of  the  coni- 
mittee,  ifit  transcend  in  the  slightest  degree  the  limi- 
tations of  the  charter,  must  flow  from  a  claim  of 
power,  which  would  bring  within  its  grasp  every  cor- 
poration, every  citizen,  and  every  book  and  paper  in 
the  United  States,  and  subject  them,  at  any  time,  to  a 
general  search  of  a  comaiiitee  of  either  House  of 
Congress. 

Should  it  be  contended  that,  as  a  great  stockholder,  the 
Goveinnient  lias  a  right  to  institute  this  search,  the  an- 
swer is  obvious.  The  House  of  Representatives  is  not  the 
Government;  and  the  Government,  as  a  stockholder,  has 
DO  rights  not  possessed  by  the  other  stockholders,  or  to  be 
exercised  in  any  other  way.  In  the  contract  between  the 
Government  and  the  stockholders,  by  which  the  Bank  was 
created  a  corporation  of  a  character  partly  private  and 
partly  public,  the  Government  reserved  to  itself  all  the 
powers  which  it  thought  were  required  to  protect  its  in- 
terests as  a  stockholder,  or  which  were  needed  in  refer- 
ence to  any  other  relations  of  the  Bank  to  the  country.— 
To  these  reservations,  the  stockholders,  by  accepting  the 
charter,  assented.  They  cannot  now  be  extended  to  lh« 
prejudice  of  the  Bank,  without  a  violation  of  law,  and  a 
breach  of  faith. 

The  undersigned  are  far  from  intending  to  charge  their 
respected  colleagues,  from  whom  they  differed  with  pain, 
with  the  design  consciously  to  institute  a  search  of  tMs 
character  into  the  affairs  nt  the  Bank,  hut  they  felt  obli- 
ged to  dissent  from  a  considerable  portion  of  their  mea- 
sures, deeming  them,  in  effect,  (though  certainly  not  in- 
t-nded,)  to  have  all  the  essential  characters  of  such  a  ge- 
neral and  unlawful  search;  The  justice  of  this  remark 
will,  as  the  undersigned  think,  abundantly  appear,  from 
a  review  of  the  principal  measures  adopted  by  the  com 
mittee,  which  will  now  for  this  reason  be  briefly  exam- 
ined. 

1.  The  first  step  taken  was  a  call  by  the  Committee  of 
Investigation  on  the  Committee  ot  Directors,  for  "a  list 
of  the  books  of  the  Bank,  with  an  explanation  of  the  pur- 
poses  for  which  each  is  designed  and  the  name  of  the 
clerks  to  whose  care  and  custody  they  are  respectively 
committed."  This  was  a  step  preliminary  to  tlie  process 
by  which  the  Committee  of  Investigation,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  majoriiy,  could  call  for,  and  take  into  their 
possession,  by  a  precept  addressed  to  the  clerks  in  the 
Bank,  any  or  all  of  the  books  of  the  institution  in  which 
thebnsiness  Iransactionsof  the  Bank  are  entered  liy  the 
said  clerks.  This  list  was  furnisheil  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Directors,  xvith  the  statement,  however,  that  the 
books  were  not  in  the  custody  of  the  clerks,  but  in  the 
general  custody  of  the  Board.  In  consequence  of  this 
statement,  no  attempt  was  made  to  obtain  possession  of 
the  books  by  a  demand  of  the  clerks. 

2.  Of  a  similar  character,  but  more  objectionable,  be- 
cause tending  more  directlv  to  the  institution  of  a  gene- 
ral search,  and  forming  an  immediate  preparation  for  it, 
was  the  right,  insisted  on  by  the  committee,  of  an  exclu- 
sive occupation  of  the  room  in  the  banking-house,  olleicd 
by  the  directors  for  their  accommodation  during  the  in- 
spection of  the  books.  The  iindiTsigned  refer  to  th(^  cor 
respondence  between  the  Committee  of  Invc.-iti^'ation 
andJ.he  Committee  of  the  Bank  on  lliid  subject.  'J'liLy 
would  only  briefly  observe,  that  a  coniniittco  ol  sjvon  li.id 
been  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  to  rcrrivo  llii! 
Committee  of  Investigation,  and  submit  fortlioii-  inspec- 
tion such  books  and  papers  of  the  liiuik  as  niiglu  be  no- 
cessary  to  exhibit  iis  procoodings  acconliiig  to  the  re- 
quirement ot  the  charter.  A  room  in  llie  liaiiliinu-liniise 
was,  by  thiscommilteo.  olVeied  I'oi  ilic>  ,irc  oiiinio.l;iiioii  o( 
the  Committee  of  the  Uoii.-^e  ni  iiepirseniaiivrs.  h  ;ip 
peared  at  a  very  early  sta;;!.-  of  ilir  jiiai  ,Mjiiiii;;s,  in  :\  i  on 
ferance  between  the  two  coniiuittees.  that  tlicConuiiiltee 


of  the  Directors  proposed  to  exhibit  their  books  in  person 
to  the  Committee  of  Investigation,  expressing  at  the  same 
time,  their -expectation  and  readiness  to  "withdraw  from 
the  room  whenever  the  Committee  ol  the  House  should 
see  tit,"  in  order  to  furnish  the  Committeo  of  the  House 
the  opportunity  to  deliberate,  without  the  presence  of  any 
one,  not  required  or  invited  by  themselves  to  attend. 
This  proposed  manner  of  conducting  the  examination 
was  regarded  by  the  majority  of  the  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  as  inadmissible,  and  formed 
the  subject  of  a  correspondence  between  them  and  the 
Committee  of  the  Directors.  TheCommittec  of  the  House 
adopted  two  resolutions.by  one  of  which  they  agreed  that 
their  proceedings  should  be  confidential,  unless  otherwise 
ordered  by  the  Committee;  and  by  the  other,  that  no  per- 
son should  be  present  at  the  inspection  of  tlie  books  and 
examination  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Bank,  except  those 
whose  attendance  might  be  required  or  permitted  by  the 
Committee  of  Investigation. 

The  first  resolution  was  regarded  merely  as  an  un- 
derstanding, on  the  part  of  the  Committee  of  Investi- 
gation, that  no  publicity  would  be  given  by  them,  un- 
til otherwise  ordered,  to  the  matters  that  might  appeal 
in  the  course  of  the  examination.  The- vihdersigned 
assented  to  this  resolution,  with  the  understanding  o( 
the  parliamentary  law,  that  the  sittings  of  every  com- 
mitiee  are  open,  unless  ordered  to  be  secret  by  the 
House;  and  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  ot  the  pre- 
sent committee,  by  a  vote  of  their  own,  either  to  shut 
their  doors,  or  impose  secrecy  on  any  persons  who 
might  attend.  But  they  assented  to  the  injunction  of 
confidence,  in  conformity  with  a  usage  which  has 
prevailed  in  other  committees  of  inquiry  of  tfie  House, 
for  their  own  convenience,  as  a  rule  binding  on  them- 
selves, and  with  the  express  reservation  that  the 
adoption  of  this  resolution  should  in  no  degree,  in- 
volve an  assent  to  the  principles  asserted  in  the  se- 
cond. To  that  principle,  viz;  that  no  person  should 
be  permitted  to  attend  during  the  inspection  ol  the 
books  of  the  Bank,  and  the  examination  of  its  pro- 
ceedings, whose  presence  was  not  required  nor  as- 
sented to  by  the  Board,  the  undersigned  were  strenu- 
ously opposed.  It  was  asserted  as  a  right  on  the 
part  of  the  Committee,  and  (as  the  undersigned  sup- 
posed, and  the  Committee  of  the  Directors  of  the 
Bank  appealed  also  to  understand  it,)  with  an  inten- 
tion to  enforce  the  right.  In  pursuance  of  this  inten- 
tion, (as  the  undersigned  supposed,)  the  Comraitleeof 
Investigation  ceased  to  hold  their  meetings  in  the 
rooms  set  apart  for  them  in  the  banking-house,  as 
soon  as  they  understood  the  Committee  ol  the  Direc- 
tors of  the  Bank  to  claim  the  right  of  being  there  pre- 
sent with  their  books,  during  the  inspection  of  the 
same.  It  is  true,  that  by  a  subsequent  resolution,  the 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  disclaim- 
ed having  decided  that  they  should,  in  point  of  fact, 
e.xclude  the  directors  from  the  room,  during  the  in- 
spection of  the  books;  but  they  persevered  in  the  as- 
sertion of  the  right  to  do  so,  as  appears  from  the  do- 
cuments appended  to  this  report. 

This  claim  was  regarded  by  the  undersigned,  as 
being  without  foundation  and  objectionable.  In  (he 
first  place,  as  has  been  observed,  they  beheved  it  to 
be  contrary  to  the  lex  parliamentaria  for  a  commit- 
tee of  inquiry,  on  its  own  authority,  to  claim  the 
right  of  holding  its  sittings,  except  when  deliberating 
and  voting,  in  secret.  It  can  only  be  constituted  a 
secret  committee  by  express  order  of  the  House. 
Secondly,  this  principle  involved  the  right  of  with- 
drawing the  books  of  the  Bank  from  the  custody  of 
the  directors,  and  taking  them  into  the  possession  of 
the  Committee  ol  Investigation.  This  is  a  power  not 
given  by  the  charter,  which,  as  far  as  the  books  are 
concerned,  authorizes  a  committee  only  "to  inspect 
the  books."  As  the  right  thus  reserved  by  the  char- 
ter to  Congress,  is  not  only  one  of  the  conditions  of 
an  agreement,  but  is  in  derogation  ol  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  citizen,  and  ought  not  be  claimed  at 
common  law,  and  its  exercise  at  best,  and  under  any 
circumstances,  must  be  highly  incominodious,  and 
create  a  serious  interruption  of  the  business  of  the 
bank,  it  should  be  construed  rather  strictly  than  libe- 
rally, and  not  draw  with  it,  by  implication,  any  thing 
not  necessary  fiir  its  exercise.  The  entire  confidence, 
which  the  undersigned  feel,  in  the  liberality  and  mag- 
aanimity  of  their  colleagues,  so  to  conduct  the  in- 
spection, as  to  cause  the  least  possible  inconvenience 
to  the  oliieers  ol  the  Bank,  could  not  authorize  an 
acqiiiosceneo  in  it  claim  ot  right,  wholly  to  obstruct 
and  brill;,' to  a  slopt  he  ordinary  proceedings  of  the 
Bank;  in  fact,  to  suspend  the  charter. 

It  wa.s  a  el.tiin  lo  take  the  books  out  of  the  posses- 
sion ul  the  directors  into  the  possession  ol  the  com- 
luillcc,  to  detain  them  as  long  as  thev  pleased  to  car- 


Z834.1      COMMITTEE  OF  INVESTIGATION  U.  S.  BANK-MINOUII'Y  REPORT.         34^5 


ry  them  whithersoever  they  pleased,  (a  right  after- 
wards more  distinctly  asserted  and  attempted  to  be 
entorced,)  and  to  put  them  to  whatever  use  the 
committee,  in  their  uncontrolled  discretion,  might 
think  proper.  The  undersigned  again  repeat,  that  it 
derogates  in  no  degree  from  the  objectionable  char- 
acter of  this  claim,  to  urge  that  the  books  ot  the 
Bank,  thus  taken  from  the  possession  of  the  direc- 
tors, could  have  been  put  to  no  unworthy  use  by  the 
Committee  of  Investigation.  Such  an  idea  could  on- 
ly suggest  itself  to  be  repudiated.  It  is  sufficient  ob- 
jection that  thev  would  have  been  put  out  of  the  cus- 
lody  of  those  responsible  to  the  stockholders  for  their 
safe  keeping.  The  most  improper  use  to  which  the 
books,  or  any  other  property  of  an  individual  or  a 
corporation,  can  be  put,  is,  to  take  them  away  from 
their  lightful  owner  and  lawful  guardian.  I  may 
think  1  can  better  lake  care  of  my  neighbor's  proper- 
ty than  he  does  himself,  but  I  may  not  therefore  take 
it  from  him,  and  administer  it,  even  for  his  own  good 
far  less  may  I  lake  it,  wilhont  warrant  of  law,  in  or- 
der to  extract  from  its  imlawfiil  use  matter  to  be  used 
directly  or  by  consequence,  for  his  crimination.  The 
books  belong  to  the  stockholders  of  the  Bank,  and 
are,  by  thein,  entrusted  to  the  directors.  They  do 
not  belong  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  nor  to 
any  committee  of  that  House;  and  a  right  to  inspect 
them  no  more  involves  a  right  to  take  possession  of 
them,  than  a  right  to  count  the  money  in  the  vaults 
involvesa  right  to  take  possession  of  it.  It  is  a  case 
of  frequent  occurrence  in  State  Banks,  that  commit- 
tees are  sent  10  visit  them,  and,  among  other  things 
to  count  the  specie  in  their  vaults.  Should  such  a 
committee  claim  the  right  of  going  into  ihe  vaults 
alone,  and  counting  the  nionrv,  without  the  presence 
of  the  direciors  ot  the  Bank,  or  their  authorized 
agents,  it  would  be  thought  a  very  unwarrantable 
claim  ;  and  no  personal  confidence,  reposed  in  the 
honor  and  probity  of  the  commitiee,  would  render 
such  a  claim  at  all  the  less  unwarraniable. 

But  the  alienipt  to  fortify  llu!  right  of  taking  posses- 
sion of  the  books,  by  urging  that,  in  its  exercise,  it  would 
not  have  been  abused,  wholly  fails,  in  the  appreheiisiim 
of  the  undersigned,  beca.ise  they  deem  iliat  the  use 
which  was  avowedly  to  be  made  of  tlieni,  was  the  great- 
est possible  abuse.  It  was  intemied  10  eniploy  them  for 
tfte  purpose  of  a  general  search,  not  only  to  ascertain,  in 
the  most  general  form,  whether  the  charier  of  the  Bank 
had  been  violated,  but  also  what  corruptions,  abuses,  and 
malpractices  had  taken  place  in  its  nianagenient;  and 
this,  by  way  of  inquiry,  among  other  things,  whether  a 
criminal  prosecution,  in  legal  form,  should  be  instituted, 
(see  resolution  of  (Jonmiitlee  of  Investigation  of  7th  of 
May,)  in  which  prosecution  the  directors,  called  to  sub- 
mit the  books,  wciiild  have  been  the  party  implicated 

The  undersiir  lied  believe,  that,  in  a  land  of  constitution- 
al liberty  and  law,  it  can  need  but  little  argnment  to  show 
that  a  claim,  on  the  part  of  a  committee  of  either  House 
of  Congress,  acting  in  virtue  of  the  general  parliamentary 
power  of  inqniry,  to  demand,  as  a  matter  of  right,  the 
production,  and  to  take  possession  of,  the  books  and  pa- 
pers belonging  to  an  individual  or  a  corporation,  in  order 
to  search  therein  for  mailer  on  which  to  found  a  criminal 
procedure  against  said  i  ndividual  or  corporation,  is  a  claim 
at  ouce  of  ihe  most  unfounded  and  pernicious  character. 
They  conlidently  believe  that  no  court  of  justice  in  the 
United  Stales,  or  any  other  free  country,  has  ever  claim- 
ed such  a  power  as  a  right,  or  attempted,  in  point  of  fact, 
to  execute  it.  They  have  never  heard  of  any  statute 
which  gives  this  power  to  any  court  or  other  tribunal. 
And  they  would  deem  the  assumption  of  such  a  power, 
by  either  House  of  Congress,  as  an  incident  of  the  gene- 
ral powers  of  the  House,  and,  resting  on  lite  lex partia- 
mentaria,  as  unwarrantable,  and  in  the  highest  degree 
dangerous. 

3.  The  committee  having  withdrawn  from  the  oc- 
cupation of  the  room  in  the  banking  house,  for  the 
reason  stated,  adopted  a  resolution  requiring  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Bank  to  submit  csr- 
tain  of  the  books  of  the  Bank  to  the  inspection  of  the 
committee,  at  their  room  in  the  North  American 
Hotel.  (See  Doc.  No.  25.)  With  this  requisition 
the  Committee  of  the  Directors  declined  complying. 
for  reasons  which  appear  in  their  resolutions  adoptea 
May  the  3d.  (Document  No.  30.)  The  undersigned 
regarded  this  resolution  of  the  commitiee  as  open  to 
the  objections  already  urged  against  an  ex  parte  in- 
anection  of  the  bonks,  and  to  others  iteciillarto  itself. 
By  its  terms,  the  President  and  Directors  are  requiri'il 
to  submit  certain  of  their  books  to  the  inspection  of 
the  committee  at  the  North  American  Hotel.  If,  by 
the  term  required,  nothin!,'  is  to  be  understood  but  a 
request,  with  which  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  were 
at  liberty  to  decline  a  compliance,  they  were  of  course 
free  60  to  decline,  and  theu:  doing  so,  argues  no  con- 
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tempt  of  the  House.  But  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee evidently  regarded,  as  in  some  way  obligatory, 
the  demand  for  the  production,  at  their  hotel,  of  cer- 
tain  of  the  books  of  the  Bank.  Such  a  demand  the 
subscribers  deemed  to  be  unauthorized.  If  vahd,  in 
reference  to  the  books  named  in  the  requisition,  it 
was  of  course  valid  to  all  the  books  of  the  Bank  and 
all  its  branches;  which,  by  purity  of  right,  the  com-. 
miitee  might  have  required  to  be  brought  to  their 
lodgings,  and  there  detained  and  used  at  their  plea- 
sure. The  question  whether  (supposing  them  brouuht 
to  the  commitiee's  room  at  the  Norlh  American  Ho- 
tel)  they  should  there  be  submitted  in  person  by  the 
Directors,  or  inspected  ex  parte  by  the  Committee  of 
Investigation,  was  not  distinctly  raised.  But  con- 
sidering that  the  committee  ceased  to  hold  their  meet- 
ings  at  the  banking  house,  precisely  because  the  Di- 
rectors  insisted  on  their  submitting  the  books  for  in- 
spectioii  in  person,  it  appeared  to  the  undersigned 
that,  whether  e.\ercised  or  not,  the  right  of  an  ex 
parte  inspection  was  designed  to  be  reserved,  and 
that  the  inspection  was  required  to  be  had  at  the  pri- 
vate room  of  the  commitiee,  to  enable  the  commu- 
tee,  if  they  deemed  it  expedient,  lo  act  on  that  reser- 
vation. All  the  objections,  therefore,  which  lie  to  an 
exparte  inspection  in  the  banking  house,  hold  with 
equal  force  to  an  ex  parie  inspection  out  of  it. 

Ill  addition  lo  lliis,  the  reqilisilion  ot  the  books,  to  he 
carried  away  from  the  Banking  house,  appeared  lo  the 
undersigned,  for  other  reasons,  of  an  inadmissible  char- 
acter. It  was  lo  la!(e  them  away  from  the  place  where 
the  important  interests  of  the  Bank  require  ihein  to  be, 
and  to  be  used.  It  was  to  expose  them  lo  the  risks  of 
transportation  through  ihe  streets,  and  detention  in  pri- 
vate rooms,  not  constructed  for  the  safe  preservation  of 
valuable  papi-rs.  While  it  is  the  ronstanl  practice  of  in- 
dividuals lo  fleposite  for  sale  keeping  valuble  books  anil 
papers  in  the  vaults  of  Ihe  Bank,  the  Bank  was  required 
lo  remove  its  own  books  and  papers,  containing  the  evi- 
dence of  pecuniary  transactions  lo  the  nniount  of  sevc 
ral  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars  annually,  lo  the  com- 
miltee'sroomiii  the  North  American  Hotel,  a  public  house 
of  great  resort  in  Philadelphia.  The  undersigned  op- 
posed this  requisition,  from  the  bulicf  thai  it  was  totally 
beyond  the  authority  of  the  House,  and  ihey  should  have 
deeply  regretted  a  compliance  with  it  by  the  Bank,whicti 
would  have  devolved  on  the  committee  the  care  and  res- 
ponsibility of  a  deposite  so  delicate  and  valuable. 

Ry  the  "23d  section  of  the  charter,  whenever  a  scire  fa- 
cias agninsl  ihe  Bank  is  sueil  out  of  Ihe  circuit  court  of 
Pennsylvania,  it  shall  be  "lawful  for  the  court,  in  exam- 
ining into  Ihe  truth  of  the  alleged  violation  of  the  char- 
ter, lo  require  the  production  of  such  of  the  books  of  the 
Bank  as  it  may  deem  neces.sary  lo  liie  ascertainment  of 
the  coHtroveried  facts."  This  is  the  only  case  in  which 
the  contract  between  the  Government  and  the  stockhol- 
ders authorizes  a  requisition  of  Ihe  books;  and  this  cau- 
tious authority,  granted  by  law  to  one  of  the  high  judicial 
tribunals  of  ihe  country,  on  an  examination  into  an  al- 
leged violation  of  the  charter,  to  require  the  production 
of  the  books  which  it  may  deem  necessary  to  the  ascer- 
tainment of  controverted  facts,  suBicienlly  disproves  by 
exclusion,  the  grant  of  any  similar  or  adililional  power, 
of  Ihe  same  kind,  lo  any  other  Irilmnal.  That  the  House 
of  Representatives,  independent  of  the  charier,  has  a  right, 
by  one  ofils  committees,  lo  require  ihe  production  of  any 
or  all  of  the  books  of  the  Bank  at  the  lodgings  of  said 
Committee,  or  any  where  else,  the  undersigned  cannot 
bring  themselves  lo  admit.  At  all  events,  as  no  authori- 
tative form  was  given  to  the  requisition,  the  directors, 
in  respectfully  declining  to  comply, are  of  course  guilty  of 
no  contempt  of  the  House. 

4.  After  the  nireclors  of  the  Bank  had  declined  a 
compliance  with  the  requisition  of  their  books  lo  be  pro- 
duced ai  Ihe  North  American  Hotel  the  Committee  of 
Investigation,  on  the  5lh  of  May,  adopted  a  resolution 
(see  document  No.  3'2)  that  itiey  would  repair  to  the 
banking  house,  alone  o'clock  of  that  day  to  inspect  the 
books  speci tied  in  ilie  resolution  of  the  aSth,  and  such 
others  as  they  might  require  to  be  produced.  A  copy 
of  this  resolution  was  sent  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Coin. 
mitlee  of  the  Direciors  but  reached  him  at  his  dwelling 
house,  at  a  lime  when  the  committe  of  the  Directors  was 
not  in  session,  and  a  short  time  before  the  hour  named 
in  the  resolution  of  the  Committee  of  Investigation.  He 
immediately  informed  the  Chairman  of  the  Cominillco  of 
the  House  by  letter,  that  it  would  he  iinpraciicable  lo  re- 
assemble the  Cominitteeof  Direciors  in  season  to  submit 
the  books  for  inspection  that  day,  but  that  they  would  be 
reassembled  without  unnccessaiy  delay.  The  committee, 
however,  deemed  it  expedieiil.  for  the  purpose  of  making 
up  an  issue  lo  re|>air  to  the  banking  house  a  I  the  hour 
naiiH'il,  anil  Ihiii  -ind  there  to  rail  oil  the  President  and 
I'.isliii'i' ol  lliii  liiiiik  III  .-iiiliinit  nrlain  of  Iheir  hooks  to 
111.- ('niiiiniiiir  'I'liii  arriirdiiiglv  look  place,  first  in  the 
largelMll  of  ihebankiiig  hmise,  and  then,  by  repelilion, 
inllK^  l>ru:.Mleiil«  room.  The  President  iind  Cashierde- 
cliiied  a  compliance  with  this  request, on  the  ground  that 
ihcy  had.  neilher  of  Ihuin,  the  custody  of  nor  control  over 
the  books  uud  papuis;  the  geiicial  custody  of  the  game 
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being  with  the  Board  of  Directors,  who  had  already  ap- 
prised the  Cnmiiiittee  of  the  House,  that  they  had  placed 
.  the;n  under  the  direction  of  a  Coinmiltee,  to  be  by  that 
Cnminittee  submitted  for  inspection, -and  that  they  (the 
President  and  Cashier)  were  therefore  unable  to  comply 
tvith  the  demand  of  the  Oomniitteeoflnvestigation.  This 
demand,  and  the  answer  to  it,  were  then  reduced  to  writ- 
ing, and  will  be  found  among  the  papers  (Nos.35,3U)  ap- 
pended to  this  report. 

This  proceeding  was  but  a  repetition,  in  a  form  a  little 
varied,  of  the  attempts  before  made  to  acquire  the  means 
of  conducting  the  inspection  of  the  books,  apart  from 
those  to  whom  the  directors  hadconfided  the  duty  of  sub- 
mitting them  to  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives. It  was  avowedly  intended  only  to  make  up,  in 
anoiher  form,  the  issue  which  it  was  supposed  would  be 
created  between  the  Bank  and  the  Committee  of  Inves- 
tigation, by  the  failure  of  the  Committee  to  obtain  the 
books  thus  required  of  the  President  and  Cashier.  It 
was  known  to  the  Committee  of  the  House  that  the  direc- 
tors, by  an  authentic  act.  of  which  a  copy  had  been  com- 
municated, had  placed  the  books  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Board,  to  be  by  them  submitted  in  pet- 
son  for  inspection.  The  said  Committee  of  the  Directors 
bad  twice  positively  made  known  their  inability  to  de- 
part from  the  instructions  of  the  board  in  this  respect. — 
The  Committee  of  the  House  were  apprized  that  the  books 
asked  for,  were  not  under  the  instructions  of  the  Board, 
at  the  voluntary  disposal  of  the  President  and  Cashier, 
and  the  demand  made  of  these  officers  by  the  committee 
in  person  at  the  Bank,  was  not  of  tlie  nature  of  a  legal 
process  to  compel  their  production,  supposing  th^m  to 
have  been  de/ac«o in  the  keeping  ot  the  said  otiicers.— 
For  these  considerations,  the  undersigned  opposed  the 
personal  demand  for  the  production  of  the  boeks  now  un- 
der consideration,  as  a  measure  which  must,  for  the  rea- 
son slated,  prove  JnefTectnal,  unnecessary  for  the  making 
up  of  the  desired  issue,  and  open  to  the  objection  of  wear- 
ing a  vexatious  appearance.  To  make  a  third  applica- 
tion for  a  voluntary  submission  of  the  books  in  a  manner 
which  it  was  known  was  deemed  inadmissible,  at  the 
same  time  no  recourse  was  had  to  compulsory  process, 
could  not  but  have  the  effect,  though  certainly  not  so  in 
tended,  of  gratuitously  throwing  upon  the  directors  the 
odium  of  repeated  refusals  of  the  requests  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  House.  However  this  may  be,  as  the  fact  is 
undoubted  that  the  directors  had  placed  the  books  under 
the  control  ofthe  Committee  of  the  Board;  as  their  right 
to  do  so  is  unquestionable;  as  thechairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee ofthe  Directors  had  apprised  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  Investigaiion  that  the  former  could  not  be 
reassembled,  at  the  very  short  notice  given,  but  should  be 
so,  without  unnecessary  delay,  to  submit  the  books  forin- 
pection;  as  the  books  were  not,  in  point  of  fact,  in  posses- 
sion ofthe  officer"  called  on;  the  undersigned  feel  coi'fi- 
dent  that,  in  respectfully  declining  to  produce  them  those 
officers  were  guilty  of  no  contempt  of  the  authority  of 
the  House. 

5.  But  whatever  difference  of  opinion  might  at  theft  st 
have  existed  between  the  Committee  of  the  House  and 
the  Committee  of  the  Directors  as  to  thepropriety  of  per 
milling  the  latter  to  retain  the  custody  ofthe  hooks,  .ind 
submit  them  in  person  to  the  Committee  of  the  House, 
further  consideration  appears  to  have  led  the  Committee 
ofthe  House  to  admit  the  reasonableness  of  this  mode  of 
conducting  the  investigation,  so  far  at  least  as  to  acqui- 
esce in  it— a  consideration  which  exonerates  the  direc- 
tors from  any  charge  of  contempt  in  the  course  hitherto 
pursued  by  them.  Accordingly,  without  waiving  their 
right  to  require  the  production  of  the  books  at  their  lodg- 
ings, they  repaired  again  to  the  banking-house,  to  the 
room  set  apart  for  their  accommodation,  and  required  the 
production  of  certain  ofthe  books  of  the  Bank. 

It  will  be  observed  that,  up  to  this  time,  nothing  had 
been  arranged  as  to  the  mode  of  conducting  the  inspec 
tion  beyond  the  single  point,  settled  by  the  acquiescence 
ofthe  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  that 


nounced  by  the  Committee  of  Investigation,  further  than 
they  appear  in  the  resolution  of  the  House  under  which 
the  Committee  was  raised,  and  in  the  calls  made  for  in- 
formation, asHo  a  great  amount  and  variety  of  matters, 
as  appears  fiom  the  resolutions  in  the  appendix.  The 
corrrespondence  which  had  taken  place  between  the  com- 
mittees had  be!!n  confined  almost  exclusively  to  the  sin- 
gle ground  of  the  course  deemed  proper  to  be  pursued  by 
the  committee,  to  obtain  possession  of  the  books  of  the 
Bank. 

On  the  arrival  ofthe  Committee  at  the  banking  house 
on  the  7th  of  May,  a  call  was  made  on  the  Committee  of 
the  Board,  in  pursuance  ofthe  following  resolution  : 
May  7lk,  J834. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  will  proceed  to  exam- 
ine into  the  truth  of  the  statement  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment Directors  to  the  Pre.-^ident  of  the  United  Stales  and 
to  Congress,  and  f..r  that  purpose  will  this  day  call  for 
the  priiriuctioii,  for  inspection,  of  the  minute  books  con- 
taining the  proceedings  of  the  Directors  of  the  Bank, and 
the  expense  books  and  vouchers  for  expenses  incurred. 

As  pnliminary  to  a  reply  to  this  demand,  the  following 
paper  was  read  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Board; 


May  7, 1834. 
Whereas  it  appears,  (rom  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Uniteti  Slates,  ap- 
poiiiting  the  Committee  of  Investigation,  that  two 
distinct  inquiries  were  contemplated,  one  o(  them  di- 
rected to  ascertain  whether  the  charter  had  been  vio- 
lated,  and  hmited  to  the  acts  of  the  corporation;  and 
the  other  so  very  general  and  indefinite,  as  to  make 
it  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  say  whether  it  has 
any  limits  at  all,  either  as  to  the  matters  to  be  inquir- 
ed into,  or  the  mode  ol  pursuing  the  inquiry;  and 
whereas  it  appears,  Irom  calls  made  by'the  committee 
ol  Investigation,  that  they  have  proposed  a  very  wide 
range,  embracing,  among  other  things,  an  extensive 
axamination  of  the  acts,  transactions,  accounts  and 
letters  of  individuals,  and  thus  instituting  a  kind  of 
general  search,  which  is  the  more  objectionable,  be- 
cause, il  it  have  any  purpose  at  all,  it  must  be  to  crim- 
inate those  individuals  as  well  aa  the  Bank,  and  it  it 
have  not  this  purpose,  it  is  without  any  assignable  ob- 
ject, and  would  be  an  injurious  invasion  of  private  in- 
terests; and  whereas,  under  these  circumstances,  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  Committee,  by  all  lawful  means  to 
protect  the  rights  and  sacred  confidence  entrusted  to 
their  keeping,  and  to  yield  nothing  by  consent  which 
cannot  be  legally  demanded  from  them;  and  whereas, 
after  careful  and  anxious  consideration,  they  are  of 
opinion  that  the  inquiry  can  only  be  righilully  extend' 
ed  to  alleged  violations  of  the  charter,  and  thisinquiry 
ought  to  be  conducted  according  to  some  certain  prin- 
ciples and  rules;  therefeie. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Investigation  be 
respectfully  required,  when  they  ask  for  books  and  pa- 
pers, to  slate  specifically,  in  writing,  the  purposes  for 
which  they  are  proposeti  to  be  inspected,  and,  if  It  be  to 
establish  a  violation  of  the  charter  then  to  slate  speci- 
fically, in  writing,  what  are  the  alleged  or  supposed 
violations  of  charter  to  which  the  evidence  is  alleged, 
or  supposed  to  be  applicable. 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Committee, 
it  would  very  much  conduce  to  the  purposes  of  jus- 
tice, as  well  as  to  the  convenience  of  all  concerned, 
if  the  committee  of  Investigation  would  furnish  a  spe- 
cification of  all  the  charges  intended  to  be  inquired  in- 
to, and  proceed  with  them  in  order  as  stated. 

The  undersigned  opposed  the  call  above  recited, 
made  on  the  7th  May,  for  the  production  of  books.— 
They  feel  themselves,  therefore,  called  upon  to  ex- 
plain briefly  the  considerations  which  influenced 
them.  The  undersigned  have  already  stated  that  they 
conceived  the  committee,  of  which  they  have  the 
honor  to  be  members,  to  be  clothed  with  a  two  fold 
power,  and  to  be  competent,  or  rather  required,  by 
the  order  ofthe  House,  to  act  in  a  two  fold  capacity. 
They  were  a  committee  of  visitation,  appointed  im- 
der  the  23d  section  of  the  charter.  As  such,  they 
were  authorised  to  visit  the  Bank,  to  inspect  the 
books,  and  to  examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the 
Bank,  and  report  whether  the  charter  had  been  vio- 
lated- They  were,  also,  a  committee  of  inquiry  into 
the  causes  ofthe  present  commercial  embarrassment 
and  pecuniary  distress,  and  into  the  corruptions, 
abuses,  and  malpracticts  of  the  Bank.  In  the  for- 
mer capacity,  they  had  a  right  to  inspect  the  books 
of  the  Bank.  They  had  this  right  by  the  charter, 
and  would  not  have  had  it  without  the  charter.  In 
the  latter  capacity,  they  had  no  right  to  inspect  the 
books,  unless  voluntarily  submitted  by  the  bank,  be- 
cause the  charter  does  not  give  them  that  right  for 
such  purposes.  The  Bank  is  obliged,  by  the  charter, 
to  submit  its  books  to  the  inspection  of  a  committee 
of  visitation,  authorized  to  report  if  the  charter  has 
been  violated;  and  it  is  not  bound  to  submit  them  to 
a  committee  of  general  inquest  authorized  to  report 
on  malpractices  and  corruptions.  The  right  of  in- 
spection possessed  by  the  committee,  as  a  committee 
of  visitation,  cannot  be  used  by  it  in  its  other  capa- 
city of  a  committee  of  general  inquest  and  accusa- 
tion, as  an  instrument  of  search  after  cimes  and 
misdemeanors  in  general. 

But  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  had  been  apprised, 
at  the  outset,  by  the  Resolution  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives of  the  4th  of  April,  that  the  commitlee 
was  of  a  twofold  character,  as  stated.  That  resolu- 
tinn  distinctly  enumerates,  as  objects  of  inquiry,  not 
only  violations  of  the  charter,  for  which  the  books 
inight  be  inspected,  but  various  acts  of  mismanage, 
ment  and  corruption,  for  which  they  might  not  be  in- 
spected,  unless  voluntarily  offered  for  that  purpose. 
1'he  Committee  of  Investigation  had  add.cssed  vari- 
ous calls,  by  way  of  resolutions,  to  the  Committee  o 
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the  Directors,  rouching  matters  concerning  which 
the  charter  does  not  require  the  Bank  to  submit  its 
books  lor  inspection.  The  call  of  the  7th  of  May,  ori 
the  last  visit  to  the  banking  house,  is  for  certain  ot 
the  books  of  the  Bank,  to  enable  the  committee  "to 
examine  into  the  truth  of  the  statement  made  by  tlie 
Government  Directors  to  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  and  to  Congress."  That  statement  embraces 
matters  which  neither  are,  nor  are  alleged  to  be,  vio- 
lations of  the  charter;  and,  consequently,  in  reference 
to  which  the  Directors  are  not  required  to  submit 
their  books  for  inspection. 

Had  it  pleased  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
create  two  committees,  one  of  visitation,  under  the 
twenty-third  section  of  the  charter,  and  one  of  gener 
al  inquiry,  under  ihe  power  of  the  House  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers,  these  two  committees  would  not 
have  been  authorized  to  amalgamate  ner  interchange 
each  other's  functions.  The  committee  of  charter 
visitation  would  not  have  been  authorised  to  engage 
in  a  general  inquisition,  nor  would  the  commiite  of 
inquiry  have  been  authorised  to  demand  the  books 
for  inspection. 

But  to  what  avail  has  the  charter  limited  the  ob- 
jects for  which  the  books  may  be  inspected,  and  pro- 
tected the  corporation,  and  those  who  transact  busi- 
ness with  it,  from  the  annoyance  and  mischiefs  of  a 
general  search,  if  a  commillee  of  visitation  may  be 
clothed  with  the  functions  of  a  committee  of  general 
inquiry;  and,  having  got  the  books  into  their  hands 
for  one  purpose  authorized  by  the  law,  may  use  them 
for  another  purpose  not  authorized  by  law  ?  It  is 
plain  that  if  this  could  be  done,  the  limitation  of  the 
right  of  inspection  would  be  illusory  and  worthless. 
In  order  to  render  the  limitation  efficient,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Directors  requiied  of  the  Committee  of  In- 
vestigation to  specify  the  objects  for  which  they  de- 
manded the  books.  For  some  objects  the  derriand 
ot  the  books  was  according  to  law;  for  other  objects, 
not  being  bound  by  law  to  yield  them,  the  Directors 
were  at  liberty  to  withhold  them,  or  to  submit  them, 
according  to  their  discretion.  They,  therefore,  need- 
ed a  specification,  to  enable  them  to  discharge  their 
duty  under  the  charter,  as  well  as  to  protect  them  in 
their  rights;  to  enable  them  to  distinguish,  in  the  re- 
quisitions of  the  Committee  of  Investigation,  how 
much  was  auihoritive,  under  the  statitte  command- 
ing obedience;  and  how  much,  not  being  authorita- 
tive, they  were  at  liberty  to  concede  or  to  withhold. 

There  was  the  more  reason  in  insisting  on  this 
right  to  make  the  limitation  on  ihe  inspection  of  their 
books  available,  because,  as  has  heretofore  been  ob- 
served, the  inspection  itself  is  in  derogation  of  the 
natural  rights  ot  the  citizen,  who  ought  not,  under 
any  circumstances,  to  be  obliged  to  criminate  him- 
self. It  pleased  the  Legislature,  regarding  the  cor- 
poration as  their  own  legal  creation,  to  require  them, 
when  accused  of  violating  the  fundamental  laws  ol 
their  existence — the  provisions  of  the  charter — to 
submit  their  books  to  a  committee  authorized  to  re- 
port  on  that  fact  alone.  But  to  transfer  this  limited 
right  of  inspection  to  other  committees  for  general 
powers  of  inquisition,  and,  for  a  general  purpose  of 
enforcing  sell  crimination,  is  illegal  and  inequitable. 
To  do  this  by  indirection;  to  clothe  a  committee 
of  inquiry  with  the  powers  of  a  Committee  of 
visitation,  and  thus  to  acquire  a  rignt  to  open  the 
books  for  one  object,  anti  then  to  inspect  them  for 
another,  would  be  to  attempt  to  accomplish  an  end 
in  itself  unauthorized,  by  means  peculiarly  unwar- 
rantable. 

For  these  considerations  the  undersigned  regarded 
the  directors  as  justified  in  requiring  ol  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  House  a  specification  of  the  objects  of 
their  inquiry.  The  ground  taken  by  the  committee 
of  the  board  is,  as  the  House  perceives,  a  ground  of 
legal  right,  assumed  by  the  directors,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances ol  the  case.  This  is  the  third  occasion 
on  which  the  Bank  has  been  visited  by  commitlecs 
of  the  House.  In  the  year  1818,  a  commiitee  was 
appointed  to  examine  the  affairs  of  the  Bank,  then  in 
disorder.  The  committee  thus  appointed  was  by  the 
terms  of  the  resolution,  directed  to  report  whether 
the  charter  had  been  violated,  and  the  resolution  con- 
sisted mainly  of  a  specification  of  alleged  violations. 
In  executing  their  trust,  however,  the  commiitee  ex- 
tended their  inquiries  to  the  general  management  of 
the  Bank,  and  examined  its  President,  other  officers, 
and  directors,  on  oath.  To  this  course  of  inciuiry,  the 
Bank  deemed  it  iur  its  interest,  to  submit.    The  un- 


dersigned are  not  aware,  that  any  resistance  was 
made  to  the  demands  of  the  committee.  On  the  con- 
trary,  their  report  closes  with  the  observation,  that 
"ilis  due  to  the  officers  of  the  Bank  at  Philadelphia 
to  state,  that  every  facility  in  their  power  was  render- 
ed in  expltiining  the  books  and  assisting  the  re- 
searches of  the  commillee."  In  one  instance,  in 
which  an  individual,  a  director  ol  one  of  the  offices, 
charged  with  malpractices,  refused  to  testily,  the 
committee  observe,  that  they  did  not  insist  on  his  an- 
swering, and  that  they  examined  him  chiefly  to  ena- 
ble him,  it  he  phased,  to  exculpate  himself.  This 
committee  did  not  confine  their  examinations  to  the 
officers  of  the  l/ank.  They  examined  the  Teller  of 
the  Bank  of  North  America,  and  perhaps  other  per- 
sons. This  circumstance, and  the  others  mentioned, 
sufficiently  show  that  no  question  as  to  the  exient  of 
the  powers  of  the  commiitee  was  raited  during  the 
visitation;  that  the  witnesses  appeaiid  voluntarily; 
that  the  Bank  deemed  it  tor  its  interest  to  submit  to 
the  examination  of  the  committee,  in  any  form  in 
which  the  committee  thought  proper  to  conduct  it; 
and  that  consequenliy  the  whole  investigation  assum- 
ed the  form  ot  a  parliamentary  inquiry,  conducted  by 
the  assent  of  the  parties,  and  without  any  appeal  to 
their  rights. 

The  examination  of  1832  assumed  substantially 
Ihe  same  character.  The  resuhillon,  under  which 
the  commiitee  was  raised,  consistetJ,  as  originally 
moved,  of  a  large  detail  of  alleged  abuses,  seveial  of 
which  imported  no  violation  of  Ihe  charier.  The 
House  adopted  an  amendment  proposed  to  this  reso- 
lution by  a  member  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Adams) 
in  the  following  terms:  "  Resolved,  'That  a  select 
committee  be  appointed  to  inspect  the  books  and 
examine  into  the  proceedings  ol  ihe  bank,  and  report 
tliereon,  and  to  report  whether  the  provisions  ol  the 
charter  have  been  violated  or  not."  This  phraseolo- 
gy appears  10  have  been  derived  from  the  commenc. 
ing  words  of  the  report  of  the  committee  ol  1818, 
which  is  in  the  same  terms,  and  not  from  the  resolu- 
tion by  which  that  commiitee  was  created,  and 
which  provides  that  a  select  committee  be  appointed, 
"  to  inspect  the  books  and  examine  into  the  proceed, 
ings  ol  the  Bank,  and  report  wheiher  the  provisions 
ot  Its  charier  have  been  violated  or  not,  and  particu- 
larly to  report"  as  to  several  matters,  all,  or  nearly 
all,  of  which  were  alleged  violations  of  the  charter. 

The  amendment  offered  by  the  member  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Adams)  and  adopted  by  the 
House,  was  offered  on  the  ground  that  "  ihe  original 
resolution  presented  objects  of  inquiry  not  authorized 
by  the  charter  of  the  Bank,  nor  wilhin  the  legitimate 
powers  of  the  House."  But  as  it  directed  the  com. 
mitteeto  report  generally  ou  the  proceedings  ot  the 
Bank,  as  well  as  on  violations  of  ihe  charier,  it  was 
considered  by  its  mover,  and  by  many  of  those  who 
supporled  the  amendment,  as  authorizing  an  int^iry 
extending  beyond  violations  ol  the  charier.  The 
right  to  constitute  an  inquiry  ot  this  kind  was  put 
upon  the  ground  that  the  Bank  was  applying  for  a 
recharter,  and  could  not  reasonably  decline  it.  At 
that  time,  as  in  1818,  neither  House  ol  Congress  had 
assumed  a  hostile  position  to  the  Bank.  lis  direc- 
tors, as  the  event  proved,  felt  that  ihey  could  rely 
upon  the  National  Legislature  to  do  them  justice 
against  any  efforts  which  might  be  made  to  impeach 
their  character  or  arraign  their  conduct.  Applicants 
for  a  re-charter,  they  telt  that  they  could  not  with 
propriety  object  to  any  latitude  ol  inquiry  which 
might  be  demanded  by  a  House  of  Congress  willing 
to  grant  a  recharter,  provided  the  result  of  iheexaini. 
nation  should  be  satisfactory. 

Accordingly,  the  resolution,  as  amended,  was  un. 
derstood  to  exiend,  not  merely  to  alleged  violations 
of  Ihe  charter,  but  to  all  alleged  cases  ot  official  mis- 
conduct; and,  on  the  arrival  ol  the  commillee  in 
Philadelphia,  the  directors  ol  the  Bank,  instead  of 
placing  themselves  upon  their  rights,  ordered  the 
President  of  the  inslilution  to  submit  all  its  books  and 
papers  to  the  unconditional  inspection  of  the  com- 
millee, and  to  yield  himself  to  an  unreserved  exami. 
nation,  The  inquiry  was  pushed  into  every  mailer 
ol  alleged  abuse,  where  it  was  supposed  the  Bank 
was  most  vulnerable.  Nothing  was  spared;  nothing 
was  held  back.  Books  and  papers  were  submitted, 
and  personal examinationson  oath  endured,  alihoueh 
avowedly  for  the  purpose  of  finding  out,  it  it  existed, 
matter  of  inculpaliim  against  the  directors.  Tlio 
materials  tliti  collecled  were  spread  bclore  Congress 
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aod  the  people,  and  a  majority  of  both  Houses  of 
Congress  united  in  the  passage  of  a  bill  lor  recharter- 
ing  the  Bank. 

The  Prfisidcnt  declined  giving  effect  lo  the  will  of 
Congress,  and  the  bill  failed  to  become  a  law.  The 
whole  influence  of  the  Executive  was  exerted  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  institution,  and  the  voice  of  the  Ad- 
ministration press  was  raised  against  it,  with  a  con- 
cert and  vehemence  rarely  equailtd. 

Doubts  of  the  safety  of  the  public  deposites  were 
row  suggested,  and  these  doubts  received  some  sanc- 
tion from  the  message  of  the  President  at  the  opening 
of  the  second  session  of  the  last  Congress.  An  Exe- 
cutive agent  was  appointed  lo  investigate  that  sub 
jec(,3nd  ihe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.of  which 
a  majority  was  composed  of  members  friendly  to  ihe 
administratioh,engaged  in  the  same  inquiry.The  agent 
and  the  committee  reported  in  favor  o(  the  solvency 
of  the  Bank,  and  the  House  of  Representatives,  by  a 
majority  unexampled  on  st:ch  a  question,  resolved 
that  the  public  deposites  could  be  safely  continued  in 
the  Bank  of  the  U.  States. 

Notwithstanding  this  vole,  the  President  took  im- 
mediate measures  to  transfer  the  deposites  to  the 
Slate  Banks.  The  character  of  these  measures  is 
known  to  the  House.  The  undersigned  think  them- 
selves sale  in  saying  that  it  was  such  as  to  cause  the 
directors  of  the  Bank  the  greatest  possible  inconveni- 
ence and  anxiety.  They  were"  regarded  as  men 
guilty  of  the  most  criminal  malpractices,  and  justly 
obnoxious  to  the  severest  treatment  which  it  was  in 
the  power  of  the  Executive  to  inflict.  To  all  that 
was  officially  done,  was  superadded  an  unbroken 
strain  of  denunciation  from  the  Government  press, 
and  threats  of  a  purpose  to  break  those  branches  of 
the  Bank  which  were  supposed  to  be  feeble.  At 
length,  without  previous  authentic  notice,  the  depo- 
sites were  removed,  ashorttime  before  the  assembling 
of  Congress.  A  majority  of  members  had  been  elec- 
ted to  the  House  of  Representalives,in  part  previous  to 
the  adoption  of  this  measure,  who  appeared  disposed 
to  sustain  the  President  in  the  policy  he  had  adopted. 
By  this  majority,  resolutions  were  passed  expressive 
of  their  opinion  that  Ihe  Bank  ought  not  to  be  rechar. 
tered,  and  that  the  deposites  ought  not  to  be  restored. 
These  resolutions  were  adopted  after  a  protracted  de- 
bate on  the  general  merits  of  the  controversy,  in 
which,  on  ihe  part  of  those  who  sustained  the  Presi- 
dent, the  most  unwarrantable  designs  and  the  most 
corrupt  practices  were  freely  ascribed  to  those  entrust- 
ed with  the  direction  of  the  Bank. 

It  was  under  these  circumstances  that  the  commis- 
sion of  inquiry  into  theaHairs  of  the  Bank  was  institu- 
ted.   As  far  as    that  inquiry    was  of  a   character  in 
which  the  Bank  was,  by  the  charter,  bound  to  co-ope- 
rate, by  submitting  its  books  for  inspection,  tlie  direc- 
tors have  fully  recognised   their  obligation   to  do  so; 
but  the  undersigned  confess  they  perceive  nothing  in 
the  circutnstances  that  preceded  the  inquiry  which 
could  furnish  an  inducement  to  the  Bank  to  go  further 
than  the  law  requires  of  them.    By  the  Executive  Go, 
vernment,  and  the  majority  of  the  House  of  Congress, 
their  case  had  been  adjudged.    The  laws   which  the 
wisdom  of  two  former  Congresses  enacted  for  erect- 
ing United  States'  Banks,  and  of  which  every  depart. 
ment  of  the  Government,  under  every  administration 
but  the  present,  has  recognised  the  validity,  have  been 
declared  unconstitutional.    The  present  inquiry  was 
not  needed  to  ascertain  if  the  deposites  should  be  re. 
moved;  they  were  removed  many  months  before.    It 
was  not  needed  to  ascertain  whether  they  could  safe- 
ly be  restored;  the  House  that  institutes  it  has  resolved 
that  they  ought  not  to  be  restored.    The  Secretary  of 
the   Treasury  is    left,  without  the  instructions  of  the 
House,  to  deposite  the  public  funds  in  any  other  Bank 
he  may  please  to  select,  but  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives has  resolved  that  they  ought  not  to  be  deposited 
in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.    Although  the  last 
Congress,  by  majorities  of  both  Houses,  decided  that 
the  Bank  ought  to  be  rechartered,  and  the  next  Con- 
gress may  be  of  the  same  opinion,  the  present  House 
ofRepresentatives  has  resolved  to   the  contrary,  and- 
therefore,  the  inquiry  was  not  needed  to  guide  its  judg- 
ment in  the  recharter  of  the  Bank.     Various  misde- 
meanors are  imputed  to    those  who  direct  the  Bank, 
but  supposing  their  detection  the  object  of  the  invcs- 
tigatian,  every  principle  of  justice  forbids  a  mode  of 
inquiry,    beginning  and    proceeding  in    sell-crimina- 
tion.   The  only  other  legitimate  object  which  the  un- 
dersigned can  think  of,   is  that  of  collecting  informa- 
tion to  guide  the  judgment  of  the  House  in  the  qucs. 


tion  of  a  new  bank,  to  be  established  on  the  ruins  of 
the  present  institution.  The  directors  ofthe  Bank,  in 
the  opinion  ofthe  subscribers,  may  be  safely  expected, 
on  all  occasions,  to  do  the  duty  of  public  spirited  men 
to  their  country:  but  no  principle  of  public  duty  fairly 
calls  upon  them  to  go  further  than  the  law  requires 
them,  in  making  themselves  the  subjects  of  a  crimi- 
natory  inquisition,  with  a  view  to  build  up  an  insti- 
tution to  discharge  that  public  trust  to  which  they 
have  been  declared  unfaithful,  by  those  instituting  the 
inquiry. 

It  is  also  to  be  recollected  that  two  years  had  scarce- 
ly elapsed  since  the  former  inquiry,  on  which  the  Di- 
rectors of  the  Bank  had  not  attempted  to  impose  any 
limitations;  and  that  inquiry  had  resulted  so  entirely  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  iwo  Houses,  that  they  passed  a 
bill  for  renewing  the  charter  of  the  Bank.  It  requires 
no  words  to  show  that  such  an  examination  must  fie 
highly  inconvenient  to  the  officers  of  the  Bank,  and 
incommode  them  in  the  orderly  discharge  of  their  du- 
ties. Siill  graver  inconvenience  may  be  expected  to 
result  from  the  efiect  on  the  public  mind,  in  reference 
to  the  Bank,  which  may  be  produced  by  the  recur- 
rence of  such  visitations.  In  the  progress  of  the  con- 
troversy waged  with  the  Bank,  a  few  new  matters  of 
detail  may  perhaps  have  been  alleged  against  it  since 
the  report  of  the  former  Committee,  but  many  of  the 
matters  of  general  inculpation  now  broughtforwaid 
are  those  sifted  to  the  bottom  by  that  Committee,  and 
none  of  them  possess  a  novelty  and  importance,  fur- 
nishing, in  the  judgment  of  the  undersigned,  an  equi- 
table ground  for  a  new  investigation.  Is  there  to  be 
no  end  to  visitations?  The  House  has  the  undoubted 
right  to  institute  them  as  often  as  it  pleases — every 
year,  and  every  month;  but  if  they  are  multiplied  un- 
reasonably, the  Directors  of  the  Bank,  as  it  seems  to 
the  undersigned,  are  not  to  be  blamed  if  at  length  they 
put  themselves  upon  their  rights,  decline  to  become 
voluntary  parties  to  these  investigations,  and  submit  to 
them  only  as  far  as  the  charter  requires. 
'-  These  considerations  led  tlie  undersigned  to  the  o- 
pinion  that  the  Committee  of  the  Directors  of  the 
Bank  were  justified  in  the  course  adopted  by  them  on 
this  occasion.  It,  on  a  question  of  law  so  grave  and 
delicate,  the  Committee  of  the  Directors  should  have 
come  to  an  erroneous  conclusion,  (which  the  under, 
signed,  however,  do  not  admit  to  be  the  case)  it  would 
seem  an  undue  severity  to  consider  and  to  treat  such 
error  in  judgment  as  a  contempt  of  the  authority  of 
the  House. 

6.  This  reflection  leads  the  undersigned  to  a  few 
observations  on  the  various  calls  for  copies  or  portions 
of  the  books,  statements,  documents,  abstracts,  and 
other  papers,  which,  at  different  times,  were  made  on 
the  Bank  by  resolutions  of  the  Committee.  These 
resolutions  were  numerous,  and  covered  a  wide  range 
of  inquiry  of  the  most  miscellaneous  character.  A 
portion  of  them  are  believed  to  call  for  documents,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  already  communicated  to  Congress, 
and  published;  another  portion  relating  to  matters 
which  could  not  be  stated  without  great  labor  of  com- 
pilation, and  a  resort  to  sources  of  Knowledge  not  ne- 
cessarily nor  officially  in  the  possession  of  tlie  Bank. 
Some  of  the  calls  referred  to  matters  with  respect  to 
which  no  desire  of  concealment  could,  on  any  hypo- 
thesis,  be  imputed  to  the  Bank;  others  related  to  con- 
cerns (as  the  undersigned  will  presently  show)  involv- 
ing the  highest  confidence  of  individuals,  and  not  ta 
be  divulged,  except  under  legal  compulsion,  whhout 
the  grossest  breach  of  faith. 

The  answer  of  the  Committee  of  the  Directors  to 
these  requisitions  was  in  the  following  terms: 

licso'ved,  That  the  Board  do  not  feel  themselves  at 
liberty  to  comply  with  the  requirement  of  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  Committee  of  Investigation  of  the  29th 
ult.and  1st  instant,  and  do  not  think  they  are  bound 
to  do  so,  inasmuch  as,  in  respect  to  a  part  of  the  papers 
called  for,  the  effect  would  be  the  same  as  the  surren- 
der of  their  books  and  papers  to  a  secret  and  e^  parte 
examination,  which  they  have  alreacly  refused  to  con-r 
sent  to;  and  as  to  the  other  part,  they  relate  to  matters 
over  which  the  Board  have  no  control;  and  if  they 
could  overcome  these  objections,  and  had  the  power 
over  all  the  papers,  still  it  would  be  impossible  for 
them  to  comply  within  any  reasonable  time,  having  as- 
certaincd,  by  a  careful  examination,  that  the  copies 
and  statements  called  for  by  Ihe  resolutions  of  the 
29th  ultimo,  alone,  would  require  the  uninterrupted  la. 
bor  of  two  clerks  for  at  least  ten  months,  to  make 
ihem  out,  and  that  the  remaining  resolutions,  so  far  aa 
they  concern   matters  not  beyond  the  reach  of  the 


1834.]       COMMITTEE  OF  INVESTIGATION  U.  S.  DANK— MINORITY  REPORT. 


349 


Board,  would  require  great  additionnl  time,  which 
they  are  not  able  exactly  to  compute,  without  causing, 
what  they  fear  would  be  an  inconvenient  delay  to  the 
Committee  of  Investigation;  and  they  take  it  tor  grant, 
ed  that  it  would  no  more  comport  with  the  views  of 
the  Committee  of  Investigation  to  wait  till  so  distant 
a  period,  than  it  would  with  the  rights  of  the  I3ank,  to 
have  such  a  burden  iniposed  upon  it. 

If  the  application  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  be 
regarded,  according  to  its  terras,  as  a  mere  request,  it 
was  of  course  competent  to  the  directors  respectfully 
to  decline  a  compliance  with  it.  It  can  be  no  con- 
tempt of  the  House,  nor  even  matter  of  complaint  or 
ground  of  prejudice,  that  any  reauest,  which  is  merely 
such,  is  respectfully  declined  by  the  party  to  which  it  is 
addressed.  But  the  Committee  ot  the  Directors  ap- 
pear to  have  regarded  it  as  a  matter  of  duty,  not  to  re- 
turn a  naked  refusal  to  the  requisition  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Investigation.  The  reasons  of  this  refusal  are 
stated,  and  they  appear  to  the  undersigned  to  be  vahd 
Referenee  to  the  resolutions  in  the  appendix  will  en- 
able the  House  to  judge  of  this  matter.  The  reasons, 
as  has  been  seen,  are,  that  to  comply  with  a  part  of 
these  resolutions  would  be,  in  effect,  to  copy  or  ab- 
stract an  essential  part  of  some  of  the  books  of  the 
Bank,  in  order  to  their  being  made  the  subjects  of  a 
private  and  ex  parte  examination;  a  measure  so  much 
the  more  objectionable,  as  it  would  add  the  inconve- 
nience of  preparing  the  copy  to  all  the  other  evils  in- 
cident to  such  inspection.  Another  portion  of  the 
calls  related  to  matters  of  fiict,  in  no  way  appearing  on 
the  books  of  the  Bank,  and  not  to  be  ascertained  but 
from  sources  of  information  no  more  accessible  to  the 
directors  than  to  any  other  individual.  These  objec- 
tions were,  of  themselves,'  particularly  the  first,  de- 
cisive. In  addition  to  this,  it  appeared,  from  a  careful 
examination,  instituted  for  that  purpose,  that  the  an- 
swers to  the  first  series  of  calls  could  not  be  prepared 
without  the  uninterrupted  labor  of  two  clerks  for  at 
least  ten  months. 

The  undersigned  are  unwilling  to  take  up  the  time 
of  the  House  by  a  particular  examination  of  each  of 
the  resolutions,  but  they  feel  themselves  required  to 
express  their  opinions  of  a  portion  of  them.  They  will 
refer  first  to  those  which  call  for  information  touching 
tlie  transactions  of  members  of  Congress  with  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  correspondence  of 
members  of  Congress  with  officers  of  the  Bank. 

One  of  the  resolutions  alluded  to  is  in  the  following 
terms: 

"Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
Bank  be  requested  to  furnish  the  committee  with 
copies  of  all  correspondence  between  the  President  of 
the  Bank  or  any  ot  its  officers  and  members  of  Con- 
gress, or  of  unanswered  letters  received  from  any  one 
of  them  since  .the  first  day  of  July,  1832,  touching  the 
renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank,  the  removal  or 
restoration  of  the  public  deposites,  or  touching  the 
business  transactions  of  such  members  with  said 
Bank." 

Another  of  the  resolutions  alluded  to  is  in  the  follow- 
ing terms; 

"Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
Bank  be  requested  to  furnish  this  committee  with  a  de- 
tailed statement  of  all  loans  made  since  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, 18-29,  to  individuals,  who  then  were,  who  have 
been  since,and  who  now  are  members  of  Congrcss.stat- 
ing  the  amount  of  each  loan,  when  the  same  was  made, 
for  what  term  the  security  was  given,  and  the  time 
when  such  security  was  received:  and  also  the  security 
which  the  bank  now  holds,  and  the  amount  now 
owing  by  any  and  each  of  such  bonowcrs,  or  other 
person  for  the  benefit  of  such  borrowei  s,  at  the  Bank, 
or  either  of  the  branches;  and  stating,  also,  the  par- 
ticulars of  any  such  loans,  which  have  been  protested, 
or  which  are  now  under  protest,  and  the  names  of  the 
parties  to  any  such  debts;  also  the  names,  if  any,  of 
any  such  persons,  whose  notes  have  been  renewed 
after  the  same  had  become  due  and  not  protested, 
or  renewed,  with  the  names  of  individuals,  parties  to 
said  renewals,  whose  notes  were  under  protest  at  the 
time  such  renewals  were  made;  and  also,  whether, 
such  loans  in  each  case  were  made  by  the  directors 
or  otherwise,  and  by  what  authority." 

The  undersigned  suppose  it  impossible  to  mistake 
the  general  purport  of  calls  like  these.  From  their 
minuteness  of  specification,  they  may  be  supposed  to 
aim  at  particular  individuals.  Of  any  such  reference 
the  undersigned  are  wiihout  accurate  knowledge  ;  and 
nothing  is  further  from  their  design  than  to  impute  to 
their  respected  colleagues  the  pursuit  of  any  unparlia- 


mentary or  improper  object.  They  cheerfully  con- 
cede to  them  what  they  claim  for  themselves,  to  have 
acted  with  a  single  eye  to  public  duty,  in  their  appre- 
hension of  it.  But  the  undersigned  are  free  to  con- 
fess, that  they  regard  the  undeniable  purport  of  resolu- 
tions like  those  repealed,  as  highly  objectionable. — 
They  seem  to  them  to  convey  a  general  insinuation 
out  of  place,  above  the  region  of  the  partisan  press. 
The  charge  suggested  is  that  of  bribery  and  corruption, 
so  common  as  to  authorize  a  general  search.  This  is 
a  crime,  unquestionably,  which  may,  if  sufficient 
grounds  exist,  be  rightfully  charged  on  any  Director 
of  the  Bank,  or  member  of  Congress ;  but  which  the 
undersigned  regard  as  far  too  serious  to  be  thus  charg- 
ed without  such  strong  grounds  of  presumption.  It 
is  true  that  it  might  seem  gratuitous,  in  the  under- 
signed, to  be  over  forward  in  repelling  such  a  charge. 
In  the  existing  division  of  parlies,  they  and  their  politi- 
cal friends  are  not  found  on  that  side  of  the  House 
which  it  was  necessary  for  the  Bank  to  buy  or  bribe. 
The  honorable  and  highminded  men  who  compose 
the  majority  in  the  House,  politically  attached  to  the 
Administration,  and  opposed  to  the  Bank,  do  not  need 
the  aid  of  the  undersigned  to  show  the  injustice  of  a 
general  imputation  upon  their  characters.  But  some- 
thing unquestionablj^  is  due  to  the  general  reputation 
of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress.  If  individuals  are,  on 
clear  grounds,  suspected  ot  being  thus  corrupted  ;  if 
the  Bank,  on  reasonable  grounds,  is  suspected  of  this 
highest  breach  of  privilege,  let  the  individuals  crimi- 
nated be  named;  the  charge  be  stated  in  form;  the 
culprit  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  House;  and  the  guilty 
punished.  But  let  not  the  whole  body  of  both  Houses 
be  involved  in  one  indiscriminate  and  odious,  because 
vague  and  anonymous  delation. 

As  for  the  call  for  the  correspondence  of  all  mem- 
bers of  Congress  with  the  Bank  for  the  last  two  years, 
and  particularly  for  copies  of  all  unanswered  letters, 
the  undersigned  could  not  but  regard  it  with  painful 
feelings.  Public  life,  already  sufficiently  discredited 
by  the  fierceness  of  party  warfare,  will  cease  to  be  a 
pursuit  for  those  who  have  not  lost  all  taste  for  the 
social  charities,  if  the  sanctuary  of  private  intercourse 
and  private  correspondence  is  to  be  mvaded  at  pleas- 
ure, and  every  letter,  answered  or  unanswered,  which 
may  have  been  written  by  an  individual  who  has  the 
misfortune  to  be  a  member  of  Congress,  (for  a  great 
misfortune  under  such  circumstances  it  would  be,)  is 
subject  to  be  brought  up  by  the  drag-net  of  a  general 
search.  It  was  declared  by  Mr.  Dunning,  in  the  fa- 
mous case  of  iVIoney  and  others  against  Leach,  that  "to 
ransack  private  studies,  in  order  to  search  for  evi- 
dence, and  even  without  a  previous  charge  on  oath, 
is  contrary  to  natural  justice,  as  well  as  to  the  liberty 
of  the  subject.  To  search  a  man's  private  papers,  ad 
libitum,  and  even  without  accusation,  is  an  infringe- 
ment of  the  natural  rights  of  mankind."  (3  Bur.  176-2.) 
It  was  not  the  least  detestable  of  the  cruel  violations 
of  justice  and  law  which  brought  Sidney  to  the  block, 
that  he  perished  in  consequence  of  the  discovery  of  a 
manuscript  political  treatise,  brought  to  light  by  a  gen- 
eral search  among  the  papers  in  his  cabinet. 

The  undersigned  perceive  no  more  right  in  a  Com- 
mittee of  this  House  to  call  for  the  letters  which  may 
have  been  written  by  a  member  of  Congress  to  an  offi- 
cer of  the  Bank,  on  the  subject  of  a  renewal  of  the 
charter,  than  to  call  for  his  letters  to  any  other  person 
on  any  other  subject.  Undoubtedly  it  is  conceivable 
that  such  a  letter  might  become  legal  evidence,  in  a 
process  of  attachment,  for  breach  of  privilege,  and  in 
that  case  might  be  called  for  and  used.  So  might  any 
letter  in  any  criminal  cause.  It  is  conceivabTe  that 
a  man's  letter  to  his  wife  or  child  might  become  legal 
evidence  in  a  capital  trial;  and  in  that  case,  if  it  were 
in  the  possession  of  a  third  person,  the  court  would 
compel  its  production.  But  the  undersigned  are  of 
opinion  that  a  general  warrant  to  compel  the  produc- 
tion of  all  the  Icttors  which  may  have  been  written 
by  a  class  of  individuals  for  two  years,  in  order  to  a 
search  of  the  same,  with  a  view  to  the  institution  of 
a  criminal  prosecution  againt  the  writers,  or  receiv- 
ers, is  now  for  the  first  time  attempted  to  be  made, 
in  virtue  of  the  authority  of  a  parliamen  tary  body. 

It  is  one  of  the  infirmities  of  our  nature,  that,  in  the 
ardent  pursuit  of  ends,  which,  as  individuals  or  mem- 
bers of  a  party,  wo  think  justifiable,  we  sometimss  go 
far  beyond  the  line  of  iustice,aswe  should  understand 
it  in  our  own  case,  'lo  those  who,  in  the  ardor  of  a 
protracted  controversy,  have  become  wrought  up  to 
the  belief  that  the  Bank  and  all  its  offices  are  one 
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great  engine  of  corruption,  and  those  who  have  de- 
fended its  chartered  rights  and  maintained  its  useful- 
ness, in  and  out  of  Congress,  a  band  of  mercenary  sti- 
pendiaries, it  may  seem  a  very  juSt  and  proper  demand 
that  the  confidence  of  their  private  intercourse  should 
be  violated,  their  business  transactions  stigmatised 
with  corruption  before  the  world,  and  their  private 
correspondence  spread  on  the  journals  of  a  Committee 
of  the  House,  and,  at  their  discretion  sent  to  the  news- 
papers. But  if,  pausmg  a  moment  in  the  career  of  par- 
ty, they  will  make  the  case  their  own;  suppose  them- 
selves at  the  mercy  of  those  now  m  the  minority,  wiel- 
ding against  them  the  entire  authority  of  the  House, 
sending  its  committees  to  unlock  their  closets,  and  re- 
quiring the  production  of  every  letter  they  may  have 
written  on  public  affairs  for  years,  they  will  probably 
form  a  new  ccmception  of  the  light  in  which  the  calls 
now  under  consideration  are  regarded  by  those  a- 
gainst  whom  they  were  aimed,  if  any  such  there  be. 

The  undersigned  would  make  a  reflection  some- 
what similar,  in  reference  to  the  call  for  the  amount  of 
fees  paid  to  counsel  for  legal  advice  given  to  the  Bank, 
and  the  accommodations  received  at  the  Bank  by 
editors  and  pubhshers  of  newspapers  and  periodical 
works.  It  will  not  be  denied  that  there  is  an  imputa- 
tion of  curruption  in  calls  like  these;  for  it  cannot  be 
pretended  that,  merely  as  a  part  of  the  business  tran- 
sactions of  the  Bank,  the  sums  which  would  fall  under 
these  heads,  m  any  estimate,  fiowever  extravagant,  of 
their  amount,  could  be  of  any  interest  to  Congress. — 
Why,  then,  are  they  singled  out?  There  is,  of  course, 
in  collecting  the  vast  amount  of  debt  constantly  falling 
due  to  the  Bank,  and  in  carrying  on  its  large  concerns, 
continual  need  of  legal  advice  and  professional  ser- 
vice.  Is  it  disreputable  to  seek  this  advice  and  ser- 
vice, and,  having  received  them,  to  pay  for  them?  Is 
the  profession  of  the  law  fairly  obnoxious  to  the  stig- 
ma, which  the  resolution  implies,  on  those  of  its  mem- 
bers who  transact  the  business  of  the  Bank?  Are 
mere  partisan  insinuations,  fabricated  with  all  the  le- 
vity and  cruelty  of  an  unscrupulous  press,  sufficient 
ground  for  the  virtual  denunciation  and  proscription 
of  a  whole  profession?  Ihe  undersigned  forbear  to 
insist  on  the  protection  which  the  law  gives  to  the  in- 
tercourse of  lawyer  and  client,  and  whicli,  they  believe, 
would  protect  the  Bank  from  this  search  into  the  re- 
lations which  exist  between  it  and  counsel  employed 
in  transacting  its  business. 

Nor  do  the  undersigned  think  the  profession  of  edi- 
tors and  publishers,  of  right,  more  obnoxious  to  the 
imputation  of  corruption,  on  the  ground  of  business 
transactions  with  the  Bank.  The  nature  of  their  bu- 
siness requires  bank  accommodation  as  much  as  any 
other.  The  undersigned  do  not  perceive  that  they  are 
more  likely  than  any  other  class  of  citizens  to  be  cor- 
ruptly influenced  by  the  accommodations  they  receive. 
If  they  were,  it  is  doubtful,  as  matter  of  fact,  whether, 
with  an  exclusive  eye  to  the  accommodations  afforded 
by  all  the  banks  in  the  country,  and  to  the  influences 
under  which  they  are  dispensed,  it  would  be  a  better 
calculation  at  the  present  day,  to  defend  or  to  attack 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  One  thing  is  certain, 
that  the  editor  who  defends  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  may  be  considered  free  from  the  suspicion  of 
having  an  eye  to  political  patroriage,  a  source  of  cor- 
ruption, when  abused,  as  powerful,  to  say  the  least,  as 
the  favor  of  a  mere  moneyed  institution. 

7.  But  the  undersigned  hasten  to  express  their  views 
on  the  last  step  which  was  taken  by  the  committee  to- 
wards the  discharge  of  their  duty;  in  many  respects, 
the  most  important  of  all.  On  the  9t'fl  day  of  May,  a 
copy  of  a  process,  somewhat  the  character  of  a  sub- 
posna  duces  tecum,  and  which  may  be  seen  in  the  ap- 
pendix. No.  47,  addressed  to  B.  S.  Bonsall,  Marshal  of 
the  eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania,  was  served  upon 
Nicholas  Biddle,  President,  Emanual  [Manual]  Eyre, 
Matthew  Newkirk,  John  Sergeant,  Charies  Chauncey, 
John  S.  Henry,  John  R.  Neff,  Ambrose  White,  Dan- 
iel W.  Coxe,  John  Goddard,  James  C.  Fisher,  Law- 
rence  Lewis,  John  Holmes,  and  William  Piatt,  Direc- 
tors of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  commanding  the 
said  Bonsall  to  summon  them  to  be  and  appear  before 
the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States,  appointed  on  the  4th  day  of  April,  1831, 
in  their  chamber  in  the  North  American  Hotel,  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  and  to  bring  with  them  the  credit 
books  of  said  bank,  on  the  10th  day  of  May  instant,  at 
the  hour  of  12,  M.  then  and  there  to  testify  touching 
the  matters  enumerated  in  the  said  resolution,  and  to 
submit  said  books  to  said  committee  for  inspection. 

The   undersigned  entertained,  and  still  entertain, 


great  doubts  of  the  legality  of  this  process.  The  in- 
quiry alluded  to  in  the  process  is,  among  other  things, 
into  "the  abuses,  corruptions,  and  mal-practices  of  the 
Bank,"  that  is,  the  crimes  and  misdemeanors  of  its 
officers  and  directors;  and  the  process  just  recited  is 
intended  to  be  a  summons  to  a  majority  of  the  direc- 
tors  and  the  chief  officer  of  the  Bank  to  appear  and 
testify,  as  individuals,  to  the  matters  of  that  inquiry; 
that  is,  to  their  own  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  with  a 
view,  as  the  resolution  of  the  committee  expressed  it, 
of  inquiring  "whether  such  prosecution  (viz:  a  crimi- 
nal  prosecution)  should  be  instituted."  The  under- 
signed  have  already  argued  at  length,  and  attempted 
to  show,  that  the  power  reservedin  the  charter,  of 
sending  a  committee  to  inspect  the  books  and  exam- 
ine the  proceedings  of  the  Bank,  and  report  whether 
its  charter  had  been  violated,  conferred  no  right  of 
compelling  the  production  of  the  books  out  of  the 
Bank,  and  the  appearance  of  the  directors,  to  submit 
to  an  examination  on  oath  as  to  their  innocence  or 
guilt,  of  the  unspecified  crimes  and  misdemeanors 
laid  to  their  charge.    In  like  manner  the  undersigned 


have  expressed  their  decided  conviction  that  the  gen- 
eral power  of  inquiry  possessed  by  the  House  can  have 
no  rightful  extension  to  a  case  like  this.    It  follows, 


by  necessary  consequence,  that  no  process,  having  for 
its  object  to  compel  the  directors  to  appear  before  the 
committee,  and  bring  with  them  the  books  of  the 
Bank  to  be  inspected,  and  to  testily  touching  the 
matters  of  sucli  an  inquiry,  could  be  legal.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  process  was  unauthorised  by  law. 

Incident  to  this  fatal  objection  to  the  process,  is 
another  not  less  so.  A  subposna  duces  tecum  is  a  pro- 
cess, not  issuing  to  the  party  criminal  or  implicated  in 
the  trial,  or  interested  in  the  suit,  but  to  a  third  person 
to  appear  and  bring  with  him  any  paper  in  his  possession, 
which  may  be  lawfully  used  as  evidence  in  the  trial  or 
suit,  without  prejudice  to  the  person  summoned,  or  his 
title.  The  process  of  the  committee  was  intended  to 
be  addressed  to  those  whose  abuses,  corruptions,  and 
malpractices  were  the  subjects  of  inquiry;  and  the 
books  they  were  ordered  to  bring  with  them,  were  to 
be  used  in  their  own  crimination. 

The  form  of  the  process,  and  its  mode  of  service, 
are  believed  by  the  undersigned  to  be  not  less  objec. 
tionable  than  its  object,  and  equally  fatal  to  its  legal 
character;  but  on  this  topic  they  omit  to  dwell. 

Notwithstanding  the  strong  objections  to  its  legali- 
ty, the  persons  to  whom  it  was  addressed,  individuals 
unsurpassed  by  probity,  intelligence,  and  weight  of 
character  in  the  community,  treating  it  with  respect 
due  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  obeyed  its  call, 
and  appeared  before  the  committee,  at  their  chamber 
in  the  North  American  Hotel.  Their  answer  to  the 
summons  was  communicated  in  writing,  and  appears 
among  the  documents  as  paper  No.  48.  They  state 
therein,  that  they  do  not  produce  the  books  of  the 
Bank,  because  they  are  not  in  the  custody  of  ei. 
ther  of  them,  but  in  that  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 
— By  the  Board,  it  will  be  recollected,  the  books  had 
been  confided  to  a  committee  of  their  number,  to  be 
by  them  submitted  to  the  Committee  of  Investigation, 
If  it  were  the  purpose  of  the  Committee  of  the  House 
to  address  their  process  to  the  party  having  the  actual 
possession  of  the  books,  it  would  seem  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Directors  was  that  party  delegated  by 
the  Board,  and  recognised  throughout  the  transac. 
tion  as  their  agent,  by  the  Commh tee  of  the  House. 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  it  were  intended  to  address  it 
to  the  party  to  whom  the  books  ultimately  belonged, 
it  would  seem  that  it  should  have  gone  to  the  Corpora, 
tion. 

The  written  answer  of  the  Directors  (after 
stating  their  ignorance,  whether  they  should  be 
called  on  to  testify,)  expressed  a  purpose  not  to 
testify  to  the  matters  of  the  inquiry,  in  consid- 
eration of  the  character  of  the  inquiry,  and  their 
own  relation  to  it,  as  corporators  and  directors. 
But  as  none  of  the  persons  summoned  were  re- 
quired by  the  committee  to  testify,  no  actual  re- 
fusal to  testify  took  place^  and  consequently  no 
contempt  (supposing  an  actual  refusal  would 
have  been  such  contempt,  which  the  undersign* 
ed  do  not  admit)  was  committed  by  the  Direct- 
ors against  the  authority  of  the  House. 

The  undersigned  are  aware  that,  supposing 
the  process  valid  in  its  object,  substance,  form, 
and  service,  it  was  matter  of  indifference,  as  far 
as  the  question  of  right  is  concerned,  what  book 
or  books  the  Directors  were  required  by  it  to 
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produce.  But  they  cannot  but  express  the 
opinion,  that  a  demand  for  the  credit  books  of  the 
Bank,  showing  the  accounts  of  every  individual 
with  the  institution,  was  the  last  which,  in  a  ten- 
der regard  to  the  rights  aud  feelings  of  third 
persons,  it  would  have  been  expedient  to  make. 
So  sacred  is  the  confidence  of  individuals  deal- 
ing with  the  Bank,  that  the  charter  exempts  the 
state  of  their  accounts  from  the  weekly  inspec- 
tion, which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  au- 
thorized to  make;  and  the  by-laws,  which  have 
been  in  force  from  the  foundation  of  the  institu- 
tion, forbid  a  director,  without  special  authority, 
to  inspect  the  cash  account  of  individuals.  To 
require  the  Directors  to  take  from  the  banking 
house,  convey  through  the  public  streets,  and 
open  for  inspection  in  the  chamber  of  a  hotel, 
the  book  containing  the  account  of  every  in- 
dividual with  the  Bank,  would  seem  to  indicate 
the  purpose  of  putting  to  the  severest  test,  the 
power  of  the  House,  the  obedience  of  the  Bank, 
and  the  patience  of  innocent  third  parties,  whose 
vital  interests  might  be  jeoparded  in  this  proce- 
dure. 

The  previous  demands  of  the  committee,  hav- 
ing assumed  the  form  of  requests,  could  only  be 
objected  to  in  their  spirit  and  tendency.  Their 
is  nothing  which  a  committee  authorized  to  in- 
quire, may  not  request,  because  there  is  no  re- 
quest, which,  as  such,  may  not  be  refused.  The 
law  knows  nothing  of  requests ;  their  refusal  puts 
no  one  in  contempt.  But  the  process  now  un- 
der consideration,  assumes  the  form  of  a  legal 
and  compulsory  instrument,  authenticated  by 
the  seal  of  the  House,  and  the  signature  of  the 
Clerk.  Obedience  to  such  an  instrument,  (if  it 
is  lawfully  issued)  can  be  compelled  against  all 
obstacles  and  opponents,  and  those  wlio  main- 
tain its  legality,  must  maintain  the  power  of  en- 
forcing it.  How  shall  it  be  enforced,  in  case  it 
be  disobeyed  and  resisted?  Shall  the  Sergeant- 
at-Arms,  be  sent  to  attach  the  Directors  ?  Shall 
they  be  brought  prisoners  to  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment, and  the  bar  of  the  House,  attached  for  re- 
fusing to  produce  and  bring  their  books  to  the 
North  American  Hotel,  and  for  avowing  a  pur- 
pose, (which  was  not  put  to  the  test)  not  to  sub- 
mit to  an  examination  on  oath,  touching  tlieir 
own  crimes  and  misdemeanors  ?  A  satisfactory 
answer,  consonant  to  reason  and  justice,  and 
grounded  on  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the 
United  States,  must  be  found  to  this  question,  by 
all  persons  who  maintain  the  validity  of  the  pro- 
cess, issued  by  the  committee.  That  such  a 
Krocess  is  no  subpctna  duces  tecum,  is  obvious, 
•om  the  fact  that  it  is  addressed  to  the  parties 
implicated.  It  is  no  process  in  chancery,  re- 
quiring a  party  to  produce  his  books  and  pa- 
pers; for  its  avowed  object  is  to  inquire  wheth- 
er "a  criminal  prosecution  shall  be  instituted ;" 
an  object  for  which  the  chancellor  will  require 
no  man  to  produce  his  papers.  Unlike  any  of 
the  processes  known  to  the  humane  jurisdiction 
of  the  present  day,  it  is,  in  their  most  odious  fea- 
tures, identical  with  the  general  warrants  of 
the  dark  ages  of  English  liberty,  and  the 
writs  of  assistance  which  first  kindled  the  spirit 
of  resistance  in  the  American  Colonies.  It  is 
a  compulsory  process,  to  compel  the  good 
people  of  the  United  States  to  produce  their 
books  and  papers,  and  submit  them  to  general 
search  in  proof  of  crimes,  not  charged,  but  sus- 
pected; to  be  enforced  by  attachment,  imprison- 
ment, and  infinite  distress  ;— a  search  of  books,  a 
search  of  papers,  a  search  of  accounts,  a  search 
of  letters,  and  an  examination  on  oath  of  the 
persons  implicated,  touching  the  matterswhere- 
of  they  are  suspected.  In. what  does  such  a  war- 
rant differ  from  those  which  were  issued  under 
the  First  Charles  and  the  Second  James,  for 
which,  among  other  things,  Scroggs  was  im- 
peached ;  and  which  the  House  of  Commons,  in 


1763,  after  full  argument,  solemnly  resolved  to 
be  illegal?  Illegal  for  a  Court  of  King's  Bench 
\n  1684,  illegal  in  the  judgment  of  the  House  of 
Commons  in  1763,  the  undersigned  are  slow  to 
believe  that  an  American  House  of  Represent- 
atives, in  1834,  will  be  found  to  assert,  or  an 
American  citizen  to  admit  their  legahty. 

In  conclusion,  the  undersigned  would obserre' 
that  neither  of  them  gave  his  voice  for  the  reso- 
lution creating  the  committee,  nor  deemed  the 
inquiry,  in  many  of  its  objects,  necessary  or 
proper.  They  hope  it  is  not  improper  to  add  the 
expression  of  the  opinion,  that,  had  the  attention 
of  the  House  been  particularly  drawn  in  debate 
to  the  terms  of  the  resolution,  it  would  have  re- 
ceived some  modification  ;  and  that  it  is  owing 
to  its  passage  under  the  operation  of  the  Pre- 
vious Question,  and  without  any  examination  of 
its  details,  that  it  received,  in  its  present  form 
the  sanction  of  the  House.  Being,  however, 
placed  on  the  committee,  the  undersigned  were 
desirous  of  discharging  their  duty  as  members 
of  it,  under  the  order  of  the  House,  to  the  best 
of  their  abihly,  and  according  to  their  under- 
standing of  the  rights  of  the  Corporation  visited 
—the  powers  of  the  House,  and  the  principles  of 
justice.  They  were  desirous  of  taking  up  the 
various  matters  of  inquiry  enumerated  in  the  res- 
olution, viz  :  the  causes  of  the  distress,  the  al- 
leged violations  of  the  charter,  and  the  imputed 
corruptions  of  the  Bank,  one  by  one  ;  of  con- 
sidering them  in  the  order  in  which  they  are 
arranged  by  the  House  ;  of  investigating  each 
according  to  its  nature  ;  of  inspecting  the  books 
and  examining  the  proceedings  of  the  Bank  ac- 
cording to  the  charter,  that  is,  in  reference  to 
all  objects  which,  by  the  charter,  are  properly 
subjects  of  such  inspection  and  examination  ;  or 
in  regard  to  which  the  Directors  might  volun- 
tarily submit  them  for  inspection ;  and  of  in- 
quiring into  the  other  matters  referred  to  them, 
as  far  as,  on  consideration,  they  should  deem  ttie 
committee  competent  to  do  so. 

Of  all  these  objects,  the  undersigned  confess 
that  they  regarded  that  which  stands  foremost 
in  the  resolution  as  vastly  the  most  important ; 
an  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  the  presentdistress. 
It  WIS  their  firm  persuasion  that  the  country 
demanded  this  enquiry  of  Congress.  A  number 
of  memorials  and  subscribers  to  them,  greater 
by  far  than  have  at  any  former  period  come  be- 
fore Congress,  invoked  the  aid  of  the  National 
Legislature  to  relieve  them  from  a  state  of  un- 
exampled distress.  An  embarrassment  unusual- 
ly extensive  and  severe,  and  not  yet  essentially 
alleviated,  demanded  an  inquiry  into  its  causes. 
It  was  alleged,  on  the  one  hand,  to  be  wantonly 
produced  by  the  Bank;  and,  on  the  other,  to  be 
the  unavoidable  consequence  of  the  financial 
pohcy  pursued  by  the  Executive.  The  under- 
signed wished  to  make  this  tlie  first,  as  it  was  in- 
finitely the  most  important  object  of  tlieir  inves- 
tigations; to  receive  the  testimony  of  enlightened 
merchants  and  men  of  business,  in  the  intelligent 
community  to  which  they  were  sent,  (who  might 
be  willing  to  appear  before  them,)  as  to  the  ex- 
tent and  causes  of  distress;  to  receive  from  the 
Bank  tliose  statements  of  its  affairs,  which  they 
are  well  persuaded  it  would  most  cheerfully  have 
afforded,  and  which  would  have  illustrated  its 
whole  course  in  the  difficult  and  trying  position 
into  which  it  has  been  thrown;  aud  from  all  other 
persons,  on  whom  the  committee  would  have  had 
a  right  to  call,  their  testimony  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  this  measure  of  the  Executive  has  been 
taken  up  and  carried  on.  Such  an  examination, 
the  und:'rsigncd  believe,  would  have  been  use- 
ful to  C^ongrcss,  satisfactory  to  the  people,  and 
powerfully  efficient  in  leading  to  the  removal  of 
heavy  burdens  now  lying  on  them.  This  object 
first  accomplished,  as  it  was  the  first  in  the  pre- 
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cept  of  the  House,  the  undersigned  would  have- 
proceeded  to  consider  the  violations  of  the  char- 
ter; and  as  the  resolution  of  the  House  does  not 
confine  the  inquiry  to  those  violations  with  which 
the  Bank  has  been  charged,  they  would  have 
deemed  themselves  authorised  to  extend  their  re- 
searches to  those  of  which  the  Bank  complains, 
particularly  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites  for 
reasons  not  deemed  satisfactory  hy  Congress,  as 
now  appears  of  record  on  the  journal  of  one  of 
the  Houses  of  Congress.  If,  after  these  inquiries 
had  been  gone  through,  it  had  still  appeared,  on 
considering  the  other  matters  comprehended  in 
in  the  resolution,  that  they  required  or  admitted 
further  investigation,  the  undersigned  would 
cheerfully  have  co-operated  in  the  work,  resort- 
ing to  every  source  of  information,  legally  avail- 
aDle,as  far  as  the  same  could  by  the  charter,  be  re 
quired  from  the  Bank,or  legally  received  or  com- 
pelled from  any  other  quarter.  If,  in  the  progress 
of  such  an  investigation,  so  conducted,  disclo- 
sures had  been  made  of  matter  requiring  or  au- 
thorizing any  further  procedure  on  the  part  of 
the  House,  the  undersigned  would  not  have  been 
behind  the  most  zealous  of  their  associates,  in 
denouncing  it  to  the  House  and  the  country.  A 
different  view  of  their  duty  was,  however,  taken 
by  their  colleagues,  resulting  in  a  series  of 
measures,  from  which  the  undersigned  unfortu- 
nately found  themselves  obhged  to  dissent. 

But  while  there  was  a  form,  in  which  the  un- 
dersigned were  prepared  to  meet  every  part  of 
the  resolution  under  which  the  committee  was 
raised— the  form  most  consonant  to  the  wants 
and  wishes  of  the  country,  (to  which  all  other 
matters  of  party  crimination  are  insignificant, 
compared  with  the  great  question  of  tlie  causes, 
the  just  responsilbility,  and  the  remedies  of  the 
present  sore  distress)— the  form  unquestionably 
in  which  the  resolution  was  viewed  by  one  con- 
siderable class  of  those  who  voted  for  it  in  the 
House— the  undersigned  freely  admit,  that,  in 
the  range  and  character  proposed  to  be  given  to 
the  inquiry  by  their  colleagues,  the  majority  of 
the  committee,  the  purpose  of  the  majority  of  the 
House  was  not  mistaken.  They  think  that  no 
candid  person,contemplating  all  the  circumstan- 
ces of  the  case,  from  the  first  demonstrations  of 
a  policy  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  hostile  to 
the  Bank,  down  to  the  recent  measures,  in  sup- 
port of  that  policy  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives,will  deny  that  its  object  was  the  overthrow  of 
the  institution,  and  the  impeachment  of  its  direc- 
tors before  the  bar  of  public  opinion,  if  not  be- 
fore that  of  the  judicial  tribunals  of  the  land,  of 
gross  malpractices, corruptions  and  frauds  ;  and 
that  the  inquiry  to  be  conducted  by  the  commit- 
tee, of  which  the  undersigned  composed  the  mi- 
nority, was  proposed  to  be  one  of  the  measures 
to  promote  tiiat  end.  So  far  from  this  being  de- 
nied, the  undersigned  understand  it  to  be  not  on- 
ly admitted,  but  claimed  as  a  merit,  on  the 
part  of  the  friends  ot  the  present  Administra- 
tion of  the  National  Government. 

How  was  it  natural  that  such  an  inquiry  should 
be  met  by  the  Bank,  or  rather  by  those  wholiave 
been  entrusted  by  the  stockholders  with  its  di- 
rection ?  The  Bank  is  a  legal  abstraction.  To 
charge  the  Bank  with  bribery  and  corruption, 
is  to  use  words  which  have  no  accurate  mean- 
ing, true  or  false.  The  party  implicated  is  the  di- 
rectory and  officers;  men  of  character  ;  men 
known  to  the  community  as  some  of  its  most  use- 
ful members  and  brighestornament ;  men  of  pro- 
bity, uuimpeached  in  private  life.  Some  of  I  hem 
are  merchants,  whose  word,  in  the  most  impor- 
tant transactions,  would  be  deemed  as  good  as 
their  bond  ;  and  others  are  professional  charac- 
ters, who  adorn  the  highest  tribunals  of  the 
country.  These  arc  the  party  iin|)licated— char- 
ged with  a  most  cruel  and  perfidious  design  to 
bring  universal  dish-ess  upon  the  country,  for  the 


sake  of  paltry  selfish  ends ;  and  to  promote  these 
ends,  further  charged  with  corrupting  the  con- 
ductors of  the  press,  corrupting  the  people  in  the 
exercise  of  their  elective  franchise,  and  corrupt- 
ing the  members  of  Congress.  Are  honest  and 
honorable  men,  charged  with  these  odious  mis- 
demeanors, to  submit  to  the  charge  with  a  mur- 
mur; to  acknowledge  the  reasonableness  of  mak- 
ing it ;  the  expediency  of  investigating  it,  all 
vague  and  unspecified  as  it  is  ;  the  reality  of  a 
pnmafacia  case  against  them .''  Does  conscious 
innocence  require  them  to  admit  that  there  is 
ground  of  suspicion  ?  Does  the  strong  and  in- 
dignant feeling  that  their  characters  are  outrag- 
ed, while  their  rights  are  invaded,  call  upon  them 
voluntarily  to  take  the  culprit's  place,  and  en- 
dure the  i£nominy  of  what  they  deem  an  uncall- 
ed for  and  a  vexatious  inquisition  ?  Or  is  it  not 
rather  thenatural  dictate  of  proud  and  conscious 
innocence  to  take  place  themselves  upon  their 
rights  beneath  the  asgis  of  the  law  ?  If  I  go  to  my 
neighbour,  as  honest  a  man  as  myself,  and  say, 
"  you  are  a  swindler  and  a  knave,"  shall  he 
meekly  ask  me  to  enter  his  house,  lay  open  his 
ledger  and  his  letter  book,  and  invite  me  to  col- 
lect the  materials  out  of  which  I  may  prejudice 
the  public  against  him  ?  The  directors  of  the 
bank  are  citizens,  as  honest  and  as  virtuous  as 
any  of  those  in  office  or  out  of  it,  high  or  low, 
who  charge  them  with  corruption.  A  good  name 
is  as  dear  to  them  as  to  their  accusers.  Their 
stake  in  the  welfare  of  the  country  is  as  great. 
The  success  with  which  they  have  conducted 
affairs  of  the  great  institution  entrusted  to  their 
care,  is  not  matter  of  opinion ;  it  is  notorious  to 
all  the  world.  At  this  moment,  notwithstanding 
the  fearful  warfare  waged  against  them  by  al- 
most every  branch  of  the  government  of  their 
own  country,  their  credit  is  as  good  at  London 
and  Paris,  as  tliat  of  the  bank  of  England  or 
Fi-ance.  At  this  moment,  in  the  remotest  East, 
in  the  markets  of  China,  where  the  silver  coin 
of  the  country,  from  the  public  mint,  is  under- 
valued, the  paper  of  the  bank  of  the  U.  States  is 
an  acceptable  currency.  In  the  midst  of  its  ca- 
reer of  usefulness,  it  has  been,  unfortunately  for 
the  country,  drawn  into  the  field  of  political  con- 
troversy ;  its  directors  and  officers  vilified  by 
name,  their  most  laudable  measures  misrepre- 
sented, their  most  innocent  acts  calumniated, 
and  their  slightest  errors  of  judgment  tortured 
into  corruptions  and  crimes ;  above  all,  tlie  se- 
vere distress,  with  which  the  country  has  been 
visited,  for  the  sake  of  carrying  on  this  warfare, 
has  been  cruelly  imputed  to  the  wanton  action 
of  the  Bank,  though  struggling  for  its  own  ex- 
istence against  the  most  formidable  efforts  to 
crush  it.  The  calm  and  dignified  tone  which 
characterizes  the  communications  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Directors,  under  circumstances  like 
these,  is,  to  the  undersigned,  a  satisfactory  indi- 
cation of  their  integrity  and  conscious  purity. 
Tliey  have  placed  themselves  where,  as  Ameri- 
can citizens,  conscious  of  their  rights,  of  their 
injuries,  and  of  tljeir  innocence,  they  had  a  right 
to  place  themselves,  under  the  protection  of  the 
law. 

Firmly  believing  that  they  are  innocent  of 
the  crimes  and  corruptions  with  which  they  have 
been  charged,  and  that,  if  guilty,  they  ought  not 
to  be  compelled  to  criminate  themselves,  the 
undersigned  are  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  di- 
rectors of  the  bank  have  been  guilty  of  no  con- 
tempt of  the  autliority  of  this  House,  in  having 
respectfully  declined  to  submit  their  books  for 
inspection,  except  as  required  by  the  charter. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 
EDWARD  EVERETT, 
WILLIAM  W.  ELLSWORTH. 

House  (f  Representatives,  22d  May,  1834. 
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When  the  Land  Office  was  about  to  open  for  the  lands 
purchased   in    1768,  tlie  following'  advertisement   was 
published  for  general  information. 
Advertisement. 

The  Land  Office  will  be  opened  on  the  third  day  of 
April  next,  at  ten  o'clock,  in  the  morning",  to  receive 
applications  from  all  persons  inclinable  to  take  up  lands 
in  the  new  purchase,  upon  tlie  teems  of  five  pounds 
sterling  per  hundred  acres,  and  one  penny  per  acre, 
per  annum,  quit  rent.  No  person  will  be  allowed  to 
take  up  more  than  three  hundred  acres,  without  the 
special  license  of  the  proprietaries,  or  the  governor. 
The  surveys  upon  all  applications  are  to  be  made  and 
returned  within  six  months,  and  the  whole  purchase 
money  paid  at  one  payment,  and  patent  taken  out  with- 
in twelve  months  from  the  dale  ot  the  application,  with 
interest  and  quit-rent  from  six  months  after  the  applica- 
tion. If  there  be  a  failure  on  the  side  of  the  party  ap- 
plying, in  either  procuring  his  survey  and  return  to  be 
made,  or  in  paying  the  purchase  money,  and  obtaining 
the  patent,  tlie  application  and  snrvey  will  be  utterly 
void,  and  tlie  proprietaries  will  be  at  liberty  to  d  spose 
of  the  land  to  any  other  person  wliatever.  And  as  these 
terms  will  be  strictly  adhered  to  by  the  proprietaries, 
all  persons  are  hereby  warned  and  cautioned,  not  to  ap- 
ply for  more  land  than  they  will  be  able  to  pay  for,  in 
the  time  hereby  given  for  that  purpose. 

By  order  of  the  governor, 

JAMES   TILGHMAN. 
Secretary  of  the  Land  Office. 

Philadelphia,  Land  Office,  Feb.  23,  1769. 

N.  B.  So  lon.g  a  day  is  fixed,  to  give  the  back  inhabi- 
tants time  to  repair  to  the  office. 

At  a  special  meeting  at  the  governor's,  on  Wednes- 
day, the  25th  day  of  January,  1769,  previous  to  issuing 
the  above  advertisement,  present,  the  governor,  Mr. 
Hamilton,  the  Secretary,  Mr.  Tilghman,  Auditor  Gener- 
al, Mr.  Hockley  the  Receiver  General,  Mr.  Physic,  the 
Surveyor  General,  Mr.  Lukens.  The  Board,  assisted 
by  Mr.  Hamilton,  took  into  consideration  the  terms  on 
whicli  the  office  should  open  for  the  late  new  purchase, 
and  are  of  opinion  that  the  application  plan  in  general 
be  continued,  but  are  tt  opinion,  that  there  should  be 
some  alteration  as  to  the  time  of  returning  the  surveys, 
and  paying  for  the  land,  and  taking  out  patents,  which 
is  referred  to  further  consideration. 

It  appears  by  the  advertisement  above,  that  no  altera 
tion  was  made  as  to  the  time  of  surveying,  and  p  itent-  I 
ing;  nor  was  the  limited  period,  in   either  of  the  pur-  ! 
chases,  or  under  previous  warrants,  either  as  to  survey-  j 
ing,  or  patenting,  ever,  generally  regarded  by  the  peo- 
ple.   They  were  indulged  from  time  to  time.  As  to  the  i 
proprietaries,  no  forfeitures  were  insisted  on;  and  by 
various  proclamations  and  advertisements,  after  the  re- 
spective periods,  any   forfeiture  may  be   presumed  to  | 
have    been  waved,  by  demanding  the  performance  of  j 
the  terms  or  conditions.  And  on  the  25th  of  April,  1774, 
by  a  notice,  which  is  filed  in  the  Surveyor  General's  of-  : 
fice,  it  is  stated,  "  That  as  tlie  several  deputy  surveyors  '• 
propose   .giving  due  attendance  in  their  respective  dis-  I 
tricts  thro  ighout  the  province  the  present  summer  all  I 
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persons  who  have  entered  applications  for  land,  and 
have  not  got  them  surveyed,  are  hereby  desired  to  at- 
tend the  deputy  surveyor,  in  whose  district  the  land 
may  be,  show  the  same,  pay  the  charges  of  surveying, 
in  order  that  the  same  may  be  retiu-ned  into  the  Sur- 
veyor Geneial's  and  Secretary's  offices,  in  order  for  pa- 
tenting (agreeably  to  an  advertisement  lately  published 
by  the  Secretary  of  tiie  Land  Office.)  By  order  of  his 
honour  the  governor. 

JOHN  LUKK.NS,  Surveyor  General. 

But  as  it  concerned  the  people  themselves,  a  new  doc- 
trine necessarily  arose  out  of  this  state  of  things,  which 
will  be  considered  in  its  order.  Where  surveys  wire 
not  made  in  a  reasonable  time,  without  confining  it  to 
the  six  months,  a  principle  has  grown  up,  which  may 
be  termed  a  constructive  abandonment  of  an  inceptive 
right  to  land.  An  actual  intentional  abandonment,  it 
would  not  be  in  one  case  out  of  a  thousand,  and  the  law 
itself  has  been  declared  upon  the  active  ])ursuit  of  the 
claim,  when,  after  the  presumed  abandonment,  other 
rights  have  been  fi.xed.  This  doctrine  was  essential  to 
the  settlement  if  a  new  country.  But  when  the  survey 
was  duly  made,  the  pvinc  iple  would  not  apply;  no  one 
would  be  deceived;  the  land  could  not  be  considered  as 
vacant,  and  u:>appropriated,  and  any  neglect  in  perfect- 
ing the  title  was  a  matter  solely  between  the  proprieta- 
ries, and  the  holder  of  the  warrant,  or  application,  with 
which,  third  persons,  who  were  not  injured,  had  nothing 
to  do. 

It  will  be  observed,  further,  that  there  are  several 
marked  distinctions  between  the  applications  of  1765, 
and  1766;  and  the  applications  or  locations  of  1769.  In 
the  first,  it  was  an  immediate  applicat'on,  and  direct 
grant  of  the  land,  on  a  new  plan  to  be  sure,  but  claim- 
ing priority  from  the  time  of  application;  and  they  were 
numbered  as  they  came  in.  But  the  locations  of  the 
third  of  April,  1769,  (for  there  were  many  before  and 
after  that  day,  which  did  not  fall  witiiin  the  rule,)  were 
contingent;  they  were  lottery  tickets,  and  many  of  them 
were  to  draw  blanks.  Applications  or  locations  were 
admissible,  and  were  received,  for  the  same  spots  of 
land,  from  different  persons,  under  various,  or  similar 
descriptions.  They  were  not  numbered  as  delivered, 
but  received  their  number  and  priority,  by  the  chance 
of  a  lottery. 

The  settlement  system  could  have  no  operation;  (ex- 
cept  on  one  particular  line  of  the  puichase  under  pecu- 
liar circumstances,  which  were  provided  for.)  I  he  lands 
had  been  purchased  but  a  few  months  preceding  from 
the  Indians;  settlements  or  improvements  thereon  were 
illegal;  nor  could  any  settlement  have  been  made,  with 
any  cfTcct,  in  the  winter  season,  between  the  purchase, 
anil  the  time  of  opening  the  office.  All  equitable  cir- 
cuiTislances  were  therefore  out  of  the  question;  the 
clunce  was  equal  to  all;  and  any  attempt  to  obtain  a 
preference,  by  cutting  a  few  trees  under  the  misapplied 
name  of  an  improvement,  would  have  been  a  fraud  up- 
on the  adventiu-ers  in  the  lottery,  and  could  not  justly  be 
entitled  to  any  preference. 

Preferences,  however,  there  were  previous  to  open- 
ing the  office;  and  tn  a  very  considerable  extent,  of  the 
clioicfst  lands.  One  of  the  inducements  to  the  puichise 
of  1763,  was  the  accommodation  of  the  officers  of  the 
provinci.d  regiments,  who  had  served  during  the  Indian 
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campaigns,  and  were  desirous  (as  tiiey  representtd,)  to 
seltle  together.  One  hundred  and  four  ihousLUid  acres 
were  appropriated  for  this  purpose;  24,000  of  wliich 
quantity  were  fur  the  benefit  of  the  officers  of  the  first 
jind  second  battalions.  Large  preferences  were  also 
given  to  individuals.  These  were  called  special  grants, 
and  were  excepted  out  of  the  lottery.  'I'he  officers' 
lands,  proprietary  reservations,  and  special  grants,  a  few 
instances  excepted,  were  suiveyed  and  appropriated 
previously  to  opening  the  office;  and  so  notoriously 
done,  as  to  prevent  any  deception  on  the  pi  ople,  who 
of  course  avoiiled  these  surveys  in  the  desciiptions  of 
their  locations. 

Every  thing  was  therefore  prepared  for  opening  the 
office  on  the  day  appointed;  the  plan  was  finally  adopt- 
ed, and  notice  given  of  it.  This  plan  forms  the  heading 
of  the  book  of  locutions,  and  the  locations  follow  it,  in 
the  order  in  which  they  were  drawn  and  numbered; 
each  number  containing  the  precise  description. 

"  The  third  day  of  April,  1769,  being  appointed  for 
opening  the  Land  Office  for  tlie  new  purchase  made  at 
the  treaty  of  Fort  Stanwix;  and  it  being  known  that 
great  numbers  of  people  would  attend  ready  to  give  in 
their  locations  at  the  same  instant,  it  was  the  opinion  of 
the  governor,  and  proprietary  agent?,  thi^t  the  most 
unexceptional  method  of  receiving  the  locations,  would 
be  to  put  them  altogether,  (after  being  received  from 
the  people;)  into  a  box  or  trunk,  and  after  mixing  them 
well  together,  to  draw  them  out  and  number  them  in 
the  order  they  should  be  drawn,  in  order  to  determine 
the  preference  of  those  respecting  vacant  lands.  Those 
who  have  settled  plai\tutions,  especially  those  who  set- 
tled by  permission  of  the  commanding  officers,  to  the 
westward,  were  declared  to  have  a  preference.  But 
those  persons  who  had  settled,  or  made  what  they  call 
improvemenls,  since  the  purchase,  should  not  thereby 
acquire  any  advantage. 

"  The  locations,  taster  being  put  into  a  trunk  pre- 
pared for  the  purpcse,  and  frequently  well  mixed,) 
\vere  drawn  out  in  the  following  order  by  an  indifteri  iit 
person." 

As  the  owners  of  the  locations  in  a  great  number  of 
cases,  made  use  of  other  names  than  their  own,  it  was 
common  to  indorse  the  list  given  in,  with  tluir  own 
names.  This  circumstance,  and  the  hand  writing  in  the 
body  of  the  location  have  frequently  been  considered 
as  of  importance;  and  have,  more  than  once,  decided 
the  ri.nht  to  the  land  against  the  nominal  Iccator- 

In  taking  leave  of  the  proprietaiy  regulations,  and 
before  we  come  to  consider  the  legal  efTect  and  opera- 
tion of  all  that  has  preceded,  it  miy  be  necessary  to  ob- 
serve, that  notwithstanding  the  terms  of  the  advertise- 
ment of  June,  1765,  wa)->Y;«;;,s  continued  to  issue,  ii])oii 
improvements,  and  for  lands  uilj'jiniiig  improvements, 
or  old  surveys;  and  applicatiuns  were  adhered  to  only 
where  improvements  were  not  certified.  But  warrants 
did  not  issue  for  lands  in  the  new  purchase  until  after 
1772,  or  in  some  part  of  that  year;  and  when  the  war- 
rants were  there  introduced,  and  at  the  same  period 
elsewhere,  it  was  generally  the  practice  to  pay  the 
whole  purchase  money  at  the  time  of  the  warrant  being 
granted. 

"  A  great  mass  of  property  in  Pennsylvania  is  held,  by 
what  is  called  an  eci'.iitable  title;  that  is,  where,  the 
purchase  money  being  unpaid,  no  patent  has  issued.  It 
\^as  necessary  therefore,  to  recognize  this  kind  of  tiile, 
as  sufficient  to  support  an  ejectment,  Ojiginally,  how- 
ever, a  different  opinion  prevailed;  and  the  change  in 
the  practice  can  be  collected  from  the  following  cases. 

Lessee  of  Patrick  Campbell  and  others  v.  Lear,  Dau- 
phin, October,  1796,  before  Yeates  and  Smith,  justici  s, 
MSS.  Reports.  Ejectment  for  lands  in  Derry  town 
ship. 

It  appeared  in  evidence,  that  David  Campbell,  on 
the  28th  of  May,  1748,  took  out  a  warrant  for  200  acres, 
including  his  improvement,  the  interest  to  commence 
March  1st  1739;     He  also  paid  £10,  on  that  day,  into 


the  Keceiver  General's  office.  He  died  intestate,  on 
ihe  lanclsin  1758,  leaving  Susanna,  his  widow,  and  sev- 
eral issue,  now  lesso;s  of  the  plaintiff",  wlio  were  all 
young  at  his  decease,  but  their  ages  were  not  ascertain- 
ed. His  stock  of  creatures  were  sold  shortly  after  his 
death.  1  here  was  proof  by  the  acknowledgment  of  the 
eldest  son,  that  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  owned  one 
bond  of  £50. 

1  he  interest  of  the  intestate,  in  the  lands,  was  sold  by 
the  wdow,  and  John  Byers,  her  brother,  at  public  ven- 
due, for  £140  lUs.  And  they  executed  a  bill  of  sale 
thtreof,  to  Robert  Taylor,  and  othei's,  and  also  an  as- 
signment of  the  original  receipt  for  £10,  both  bearing 
date  on  the  11th  of  May,  1758.  The  whole  premises 
being  afterwards  vested  in  I'aylor,  were  con\eyed,  on 
the  1st  of  January,  1761,  by  his  administrators,  in  pur- 
suance of  a  sale  directed  by  the  Orphans'  court,  to  John 
Sterling,  under  whom,  by  several  mesne  conveyances, 
the  defendanis  made  tide. 

Byers  and  his  sister  were  dead.  No  letters  of  admin- 
istration to  them  were  shown  in  evidence,  but  their  bll 
of  sale  styled  them  administrators.  Nor  were  any  inven- 
tory, or  administration  account  shown  tp  the  court,  or 
search  made  for  them. 

The  counsel  for  the  plaintiff  admitted,  that  formerly 
equitable  titles  to  lands,  under  improvements,  and  even 
\\  arrants  and  surveys,  were  considered  as  personal  pro- 
perty, appraised  as  such  in  inventories,  and  settled  in 
administration  accounts,  without  any  orders  of  Orphans' 
court,  empowering  the  administrators  to  sell;  or,  in  the 
case  of  wills,  without  any  authority  from  the  testators. 
But  they  contended,  that  this  usage  ceased  in  1753  or 
1754,  and  consequently,  that  the  sale  made  by  the 
administrators  in  1758,  was  not  protected  thereby. 

The  court,  afier  stating  the  titles  of  the  contending 
parties,  observed  there  was  a  considerable  interval, 
during  whicli  equitable  titles  to  lands  were  not  viewed 
in  the  same  light  as  at  present.  It  was  not  then  suppos- 
ed, thut  ejectments,  could  be  supported  on  the  grounds 
of  an  improvement,  warrant,  or  survey,  the  legal  title 
being  in  the  proprietaries.  Amongst  some  of  the  first 
instances,  in  this  court,  of  a  dfTerent  practice,  may  be 
reckoned  the  case  of  the  lessee  of  George  Sprenkel  v,. 
George  Stephenson,  at  York,  May  assizes,  1772. 

In  more  ancient  times,  such  equitable  claims  to  lands 
were  ranked  as  mere  chattels,  and  sold  as  such  by  exe- 
cutors, without  powers  in  the  wills,  and  even  by  exe- 
cutors in  their  own  wrong,  and  by  administrators  with- 
out tlic  inteivening  orders  of  the  Orphans' courts.  Such 
sales  formerly  made,  bonujide,  for  payment  of  debts,  or 
maintenance  of  minor  children,  have  frequently  been 
sanctioned  by  courts  of  Justice.  A  determination  on 
this  very  point  was  had  at  Lancaster  June  assizes,  1792, 
between  Means's  lessee  v.  Flora,  by  M'Kean,  C.  j.  and 
in  many  other  cases  before  the  war. 

The  titles  to  many  valuable  estates  depend  on  sales 
of  this  nature,  and  it  would  be  highly  inconvenient  and 
dangerous  now  to  impeach  them  The  custom  of  the 
country  ofthat  day,  was  usituta  ef  apprubala,  and  be- 
came the  received  law.  Indeed  the  law  itself  has  been 
said  to  be  nothing  but  common  usage. 

But  the  plaintiir's  cciunsel  insist  that  this  usage  ceas- 
ed in  1753,  or  1754.  VVe  apprehend  this  not  to  be  the 
fact.  In  Duncan's  lessee  v.  Walker,  determined  in- 
bank,  January  term,  1793,  the  court  expressed  them- 
selves, that  improvements  made  animo  residendi,  and, 
even  warranted  and  surveyed  lands  made  thirty-five 
yeai's  ago,  or  tjiereabouis,  were  generally  considered  a& 
chattel  interests,  and  appraised  as  such  in  the  invento.- 
rii.s  of  deceased  pei'sons,  &C.  The  verdict  was  for  the 
defendant,  but  the  residue  of  the  casu  more  properly 
belongs  to  another  branch  of  the  law. 

The  practice  of  bringing  ejectments  has  naw  become 
settled  law,  though  the  legal  title  is  in  the  conimon- 
wealth;  the  custom  of  the  coimtry  is,  in  this  respect,. 
usUutael  apprvbata,  and  is  recognized  and  adopted  in 
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the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  in  Sims's  lessee 
V.  Irvine,  425  466. 

And,  in  ihe  lessee  of  Paxlon  v.  Price  Bedford,  April, 
1795,  before  .M'Kean,  C.  J.  and  Yeates,  .1.  R1SS.  Re- 
ports. It  was  said  by  tlie  couit,  on  an  objection  to  the 
evidence,  That  such  inchoate  rights  as  applications, 
have  been  frequently  transferred  by  mere  blink  in- 
dorsemenls.  I  he  strict  forms  of  conveyances  have  not 
been  apphed  to  sucli  impetfect  rights;  and  in  tlic  case 
of  impriivements,  it  is  well  known,  tlial  the  sale  of  them 
lias  been  proved  by  parol. 

So,  in  the  lessee  of  Lynn  v.  llovvnes,  at  Fayette,  May, 
1795,  before  the  same  judges,  MSS.  Reports.  Thomas 
Downes,  filed  an  application  for  300  acres  of  land,  in 
eluding  an  improvement,  on  tlie  3d  of  April,  1769.  He 
made  his  will  in  1778,  and  devised  the  land  to  his  widow 
and  chiUh'en.  The  only  part  of  tlie  case  material  to  tlie 
present  question,  is  as  follnws: 

On  tlie  21st  of  October,  1788,  the  widow  and  execu- 
trix, and  three  of  the  children,  conve)'  tiieir  shares  and 
interests  to  Benjamin  Brashiers,  .^nd  his  heirs,  in  consid- 
eration of  20s.  an  acre;  and  on  the  28th  of  March,  1789, 
Brashiers,  by  an  assignnrent,  endorsed  on  the  former 
bill  of  sale,  "  Sells  and  transfers  all  his  right  title  and 
interest,  in  the  within  writings,  to  Andrew  Lynn,  (fa- 
ther of  lessors  of  the  plaintiff,)  for  va'ue  received," 
without  using  any  words  of  inheritance  therein. 

It  was  contended  for  defendant,  that  Brashiers'  deed, 
containing  no  words  of  inheritance,  passed  no  more  than 
an  estate  for  life  to  Lynn,  which  was  now  sient;  and 
therefore  tlie  plaintiff  shewed  no  title  to  the  lands.  The 
rule  of  law  was  so  clearly  settled,  that  in  deeds  tlie 
word  "heirs"  was  so  indispensably  necessary  to  vest 
an  estate  in  fee  s  mple,  it  could  need  no  animadvers'on- 

But,  by  tiie  Court.  The  operation  of  applications 
and  surveys  thereon,  is  best  explained  by  the  usage  of 
the  state;  and  as  that  usage  alters,  so  will  the  law.  No 
such  titles  are  known  in  Kngland,  and  the  strict  rules  of 
lasv  there,  are  inapplicable  to  our  system.  An  appllca 
tion  is  the  mere  inception  of  a  title,  on  which  no  more 
is  paid  than  7s.  6d-  the  mere  office  fees  of  entering  it. 
It  vests  a  mere  equitable  interest  in  the  part)*,  the  legal 
estate  remaining  in  the  commonwealth  in  trust.  I  he 
right  is  eventually  completed  by  obtaining  a  patent. 

We  have  often  seen,  that  rights  under  applications 
and  warrants,  have  been  assigned  by  blank  endorse- 
ments, and  that  the  sale  of  improvements  lias  taken  place 
by  pa3-ment  of  money,  or  the  delivery  of  a  specific  ar- 
ticle by  way  of  consider.ation;  and  such  transfer  and 
sales  have  always  been  established.  'I  his  point  was  re- 
solved at  Bedford,  during  our  present  circuit,  in  Paxton's 
lessee  v.  Price. 

In  the  instance  before  us,  the  subject  matter  must  be 
considered;  and  Brashiers'  assignment  conveys  to  An- 
drew Lynn,  all  his  right,  title  and  interest,  in  the  with- 
in writings.  It  refers  to  tlie  other  conveyance,  on  which 
it  is  endorsed. 

The  intention  of  the  parties  is  clear.  The  title 
passed  for  a  valuable  considera' ion,  and  the  money  paid, 
raises  an  use,  wiiich  chancery  would  carry  into  execu- 
tion. It  operates  as  a  statute  conveyance;  and  we  ap- 
preiiend,  that  the  vendor  would  be  considered  as  a  trus- 
tee for  the  vendee,  and  consequent!)',  that  all  his  equi- 
table interest  passed  to  the  ancestor  of  the  lessors  of  the 
plaintiff.     Verdict  for  plaintiff, 

And  in  Lowrey's  lessee  v.  Gibson,  before  cited,  it 
was  said,  that  even  warrants  might  p:<ss  by  parol. 

And  a  devise  of  an  improvement,  in  1745,  without 
words  of  inheritance,  held  to  vest  a  lee.  I,cssee  of 
Green  v.  Creamer,  Supreme  court,  December,  1798, 
MSS.  Heports,  S-  C.  3  Dalbs,  477. 

A  location  entered  by  one  person  in  the  name  of  ano- 
ther, such  nominal  person  is  to  be  considered  as  a  trus- 
tee for  the  person  v.ho  made  the  entry. 

Thus,  in  the  les.see  of  Cornelius  Cox  v.  T  lionr.as  Grant, 
Northumberland,  May,  1792,  before  M'Kcan,  C.  J.  and 
Yeates,  J.     Botii  PlaintifTand  defendant  claimed  under ' 


the  same  location,  entered  in  the  name  of  Thomas  Grant, 
dattd  3d  of  Apiil,  1769.  It  appeared  in  evidence  thai 
the  location  was  put  into  the  office  by  Alexander  Grant, 
father  of  defendant,  in  his  name,  and  that  lie  was  then 
eleven  years  old;  tluit  the  lands  were  taken  up  by  the 
said  Alexander  and  Cornelius,  in  partnership;  and,  that 
sometime  afterwards,  during  the  minority  of  his  son, 
Alex:inder  Grant  agreed  to  sell  to  (^ox  the  other  moiety 
of  the  land  for  2)/.  part  of  vvl-.ich  was  paid:  Cox  continu- 
ed in  possession-,  he  had  paid  the  surveying  fees.  Alex- 
ander Grant  obtained  a  judpment  againl  him  for  9/.  8s. 
and  issued  a  fi  fa-  returnable  to  August,  1773,  upon 
which  thi-sc  lands  were  levied  as  Cox's  property. 

By  the  court.  We  must  take  notice  of  the  usual 
practice  wh  ch  has  prev;iiled  in  the  country,  to  obtain  a 
titlfc  of  lands  from  the  late  proprietary  officers.  The 
rule  which  obtained  amongst  them,  that  a  person  should 
not  be  peimitled  to  take  out  a  «  arrant,  oi-  location  for* 
more  than  300  acres  of  land,  was  probably  first  introduc- 
ed to  prevent  the  ingrossing  of  real  property,  and  waS 
perhaps  continuod  afterwards  for  the  emolument  of  the 
officers.  But  we  well  know,  that,  in  general,  the  name 
in  the  location  was  merely  nominal,  and  used  as  a  kind 
of  scaffolding  for  building  up  a  formal  and  regular  title. 
Ihe  person  wliosc  name  was  used  stands  as  a  mere 
trustee  for  him  who  took  out  the  warrant,  or  entered 
the  location,  and  paid  the  surveyors,  or  other  officers. 
The  latter  is  the  fes7(t(  7''Me.  It  has  been  long  settled 
that  one  purchasing  lands  in  the  name  of  another,  and 
paving  the  money,'  it  is  a  resuhing  trust.  (See  1  P. 
W'ms.  321.  1  Wils.  21.  1  Kq.  Ca.  abr.  380.  2  Eq.  Ca. 
abr.  744.  1  Atk.  60.  2  Atk.  150.)  Here  Alexander 
Grant  made  use  of  his  son's  n  nie,  merely  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining'the  title,  and  having  sold  to  the  [)lain- 
tiff,  his  sale  must  be  established. 

And  in  P'ogler's  lessee  v.  Gobach,  Dauphin,  October, 
1796,  (MSS.  Reports,)  Smith,  J.  held  the  same  doc- 
trine. He  said  it  li:<d  always  been  understood  in  Penn- 
sylvania, that  one  entering  a  location  in  the  name  of 
another,  it  shall  enure  for  the  benefit  of  the  party  ap- 
plying, without  other  proof  So,  in  the  case  of  the  fa- 
ther making  application  in  the  names  of  his  children,  it 
shall  be  presumed  to  be  for  the  use  of  the  father.  The 
practice  of  the  proprietary  Land  Office  first  introduced 
this  system  of  taking  up  lands,  and  the  effects  of  it  have 
been  generally  understood.  But  as  this  trust  is  founded 
on  meVe  presumption,  I  think  it  may  be  repelled  by 
evidence  of  the  contrary  reputation  of  the  country  be-^ 
ing  opposed  to  it  in  particular  instances  (1  Ld.  Kaym.- 
311.) 

Of  lite  law  respedinq  improvements. 

This  subject  has  been  already  noticed.  From  the 
peculiar  circumstances  attending  the  settlement  of  a 
new  country,  it  has  at  present  grown  into  importance. 
Though  singular  in  its  origin,  it  has  gradually  grown 
into  a  system,  which  has  been  moulded  by  time  and 
common  sense.into  an  intelligible  and  reasonable  branch 
of  settled  law.  It  may  hereafter  form  a  striking  fea- 
ture in  the  history  of  property;  but  in  times  not  very 
remote,  it  must  inevitably  become  obsolete  in  practice 
and  use.  As  in  the  coun'try  fi-om  which  we  derive  the 
principles  of  our  laws,  it  is  no  longer  necessary  to  in- 
quire whether  sonic  powerful  baton  acquired  the  pos- 
session of  »  manor  or  a  castle,  by  the  grant  ofliis  sover- 
eign, or  by  force,  or  by  fraud;  so,  in  the  course  of  time 
it  may  be  altogether  unnecessary  to  inquire  into  the 
particular  origin  of  our  titles. 

An  .attentive  exam-nation  of  the  minutcsof  theBof  rd 
of  Property,  commencing  in  the  year  1765,  will  si  cw 
the  great  consideration  shewn  to  improvements  by  the 
proprietaries  themselves;  and  a  variety  of  instances  ap- 
pear in  which  rcgidar  warrants  and  appl  cations  have 
given  way  to  mere  improvements  without  other  title.  _ 

The  first  judicial  report  wc  have  on  this  subject,  is 
the  lessee  of  Patrick  Campbell  v.  1U  njamin  Kidd,  nt 
Carlisle,  Cumberland  county,  .lune  ir7-(,  before  Chew, 
C.  J.  and  Morton,  J.     MSS.  Rep. 
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Thomas  Orblson  settled  on  the  lands  in  dispiite.in  1748,  was  given  in  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  plainlifT, 
cleared  14  acres.builta  cabin  and  barn  thereon, and — oth-  tliongh  made  within  the  reputed  bounds  of  Springets- 
erwise  improved  the  same;  that  in  doing  this  he  was  not    bury  manor;  and  this,  too,   against  a  patent,  accompa 

possession, 


the  least  obstructed  by  tlie  neighbours  having  inter 
fered  with  the  lines,  or  claims  of  none  of  iheni;  and  that 
on  the  21st  of  Fcl)ruary,  1750—1,  he  sold  his  improve 
ment  to  John  Gilmore  for  £20.  Gilmore,  on  the  26th 
of  May,  1753,  sold  the  improvement  to  the  lessor  of 
the  plaintifl'for  dE60,  who  continued  in  possession  of 
the  same,  until  his  house  was  burnt  by  the  Indians  in 
1759.  .,     ,     . 

This  evidence  was  objected  to.  It  was  said,  the  im- 
provement offered  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  can  give 
him  no  1-gal  title,  without  acquiring  some  right  under 
the  proprietaries.  'I  hey  are  the  owners  of  the  soil, and 
tinless  they  grant  away  the  lands,  no  improvement 
thereon,  or  settlement  by  consent  of  a  neighbourhood, 
can  give  a  right.  The  title,  if  It  can  be  termed  one,  is 
founded  on  a  trespass,  from  which  the  plaintiff  can  de- 
rive no  benefit,  either  in  law  or  equity.  Besides,  more 
lands  are  claimed  by  the  plaintiff  than  what  he  has  ac- 
tually improved  and  settled  on,  and  the  ejectment  is 
brought  In  consequence  of  such  claim.  Can  he  recover 
the  adjacent  wood  land  under  his  claim?  And  how 
shall  his  claim  be  restrained  within  proper  bounds?  The 
defendant's  counsel  therefore  moved  for  a  nonsuit,  and 
cited  1  Burr.  119.  Plaintiff  in  ejectment  must  have 
both  the  right  of  possession,  and  the  right  of  property, 
BuUer  108.  If  defendant  prove  the  title  out  of  the  les- 
sor of  the  plaintiff,  it  is  sufficient  for  him. 

For  the  plaintiff,  it  was  said,  that  this  province,  and 
particularly  the  more  remote  counties,  owe  their  pre- 
sent flourishing  state  to  the  doctrine  of  improvements. 
The  original  proprietor,  Mr.  Penn,  gave  general  invi- 
tations throughout  Europe,  for  adventurers  to  come  in, 
jind  settle  on  his  lands.  And  the  proprietary  officers 
have  uniformly  encouraged  improvements  since  the  set- 
tlement of  the  province;  and  have  constamly  given  the 
pre-emption  of  improved  lands  to  the  first  settlers,  or 
to  those  who  claimed  under  them.  The  people,  there- 
fore, justly  considered  this  preference  as  due  to  Im-  < 
provers,  and  the  conduct  of  the  proprietors  establishes 
the  custom  as  the  law  of  the  land.  The  rigid  rules  of 
law  which  have  obtained  in  England  respecting  real 
property,  cannot  be  applicable,  in  every  particular,  to 
the  circumstances  of  this  province.  Such  principles 
would  be  similar  to  those  of  the  unskilful  physician, 
who  prescribed  the  same  medicines  to  different  disor- 
ders and  constitutions.  Should  we  judge  by  the  rules 
of  the  English  constitution,  the  titles  of  many  very  va- 
luable tracts  would  be  destroyed  for  want  of  naturali- 
zation in  the  original  grantees,  many  of  whom  were  fo- 
reigners. It  is  agreed  that  there  is  a  wide  difference 
between  imjirovements  made  since  the  Indian  pur- 
chases made  in  1736,  and  1754,  and  that  in  1768.  In 
the  lands  granted  by  the  latter,  it  Is  acknowledged  on 
ftll  hands,  that  improvements  give  not  the  shadow  of 
title.  The  advertl-sement  issued  from  the  Land  Office, 
and  the  opening  that  office  shortly  after  for  the  benefit 
of  applier.s,  must  clearly  take  away  any  pretence  of  im- 
provements founding  a  title  to  lands  bought  in  1768- 
But  the  case  is  different  with  the  other  purchases.  The 
Land  Office  favoured  improvers  of  these  lands,  and 
gave  a  tacit  consent  to  settlements  made  according  to 
the  usage  of  the  country.  Persons  obtaining  warrants 
could  not  lay  them  on  improved  lands;  they  were  con- 
sidered as  "appropriated." 

Old  improvements  have  been  sanctified  by  the  adju- 
dications of  courts  of  justice.  At  Northampton,  at 
March  term,  1769,  in  Hoover's  le.»see  v.  Shreeder.the 
plaintiff  recovered  under  a  mere  Improvement,  though 
the  doctrine  now  contended  for  was  then  warmly  press- 
ed. An  Improvement  was  established,  and  took  place 
of  a  patent,  in  Myers'  lessee  v.  Ileffiiifinger,  at  Nisi 
Prius,  at  Lancaster,  in  November,  1768;  and  at  Nisi 
Priui",  at  York,  May,  1772,  in  an  ejectment  brouglit  by 
CJeorge  Sprenkelv,  George  Stevenson, an  improvement 


iiled  with  a  long  possession.  Numberless  are  the  cases 
wherein  this  doctrine  has  prevailed  in  the  different 
courts  of  Common  Pleas. 

An  ejectment  is  a  possessory  action;  audit  is  settled, 
that  one  having  a  right  ol  possession  may  recover  in 
such  action,  though  the  title  may  appear  in  a  third  per- 
son. Vatighan  239.  Cro.  Eliz.  322,  438.  Cro.  Jac.  437. 
Cro.  Car.  58.  1  W  ils  72,  272.  2  Wlls.  338—9.  1  hey 
also  cited  4  Rep.  26,  a  b.  Lessee  of  copyholder  for  a 
year  may  maintain  an  ejectment  against  a  stranger,  un- 
der the  custom.  Cro.  Car.  169.  Lands  may  be  apper- 
taining to  a  messuage. 

By  the  Court.  There  is  a  jus  proprietatis,  and  a 
jus  possesslonis.  One  having  the  latter  right,  may,  in 
some  instances,  recover  an  ejectment,  though  he  has 
not  the  legal  title,  as  in  the  case  of  a  disseisor  before  a 
descent  cast.  Did  the  dispute  concern  Improved  lands 
only,  the  plaintiff  should  recover  the  possession.  For 
lni|)rovers  of  lands  purchased  of  the  Indians  in  1736  and 
1754,  under  circumstances  similar  to  the  present,  have 
the  most  equitable  claim  to  a  confirmation  of  their  ti- 
tles. The  encouragement  given  by  the  proprietors 
and  their  officers  to  improvements,  have  clearly  ex- 
pressed their  assent  to  the  usage,  and  is  such  a  sanc- 
tion as  amounts  to  an  implied  contract  on  the  part  of 
'  the  proprietors,  that  they  will  grant  the  lands  to  such 
persons  on  the  usual  and  common  terms.  Were  the 
proprietors  to  refuse  the  terms  so  offered  to  them  by 
an  improver,  chancery  would  decree  a  specific  per- 
formance against  them.  It  is  certain,  however,  that  a 
right  to  improved  lands  will  not  carry  an  indefinite 
claim  to  adjacent,  unimproved  lands.  The  grand  dif- 
ficulty here,  will  be,  admitting  the  improvement  offer- 
ed to  the  jury  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  to  found  an 
equitable  title  to  the  improved  lands,  whether  that  ti- 
tle should  also  prevail  as  to  unimproved  circumjacent 
land,  necessary  to  accommodate  the  Improvement,  and 
to  be  ascertained  by  a  jury;  or  whether  such  woodland 
should  be  determined  by  the  proprietary  officers,  and 
be  solely  judged  of  by  them? 

Though  the  granting  lands  to  im.provers  be  highly 
agreeable  to  the  principles  of  reason,  and  natural  jus- 
tice, yet,  atriclojure,  such  Improved  lands,  until  an  of- 
fice right  is  obtained,may  be  considered  as  vacant.  The 
term  "  appropriated"  in  warrants,  does  not  relate  to 
improved  lands,  but  rather  seems  to  refer  to  lands  sur- 
veyed for  the  use  of  the  proprietors.  The  distinction 
between  improvements  made  since  the  three  Indian 
purchases,  has  been  well  taken  by  the  plaintiff's  coun- 
sel. To  lands  granted  under  the  first  two  purchases, 
the  hona  fidt  improver  has  an  equitable  title.  Under 
the  latter,  an  improvement  can  give  no  preference,  or 
shadow  of  title.  If  an  improver  of  lands  in  England, 
when  entered  on  by  another,  cannot  recover  the  pos- 
session from  the  wrong  doer,  the  title  being  in  a  third 
person,  yet  in  this  province  such  a  one  surely  may,  and 
ought  t )  have  relief  from  the  peculiar  circumstances 
and  settlement  of  the  country.  In  this  case  the  posses, 
sion  of  the  plaintiff  should  be  the  sole  object  of  the  ju- 
ry. Verdict  for  plaintiff — and  the  court  ordered  that 
his  counsel  should  have  liberty  to  move  the  court  at  the 
day  in  bank,  to  give  evidence  (if  they  think  it  regular 
and  proper)  of  the  practice  of  the  country  and  Land 
Office,  with  respect  to  the  quanlum,  or  pmportlon  of 
adjacent  unimproved  lauds,  properly  claimable,  or 
grantable  under  improvement  rights. 

The  doctrine  of  improvements  was  most  fully  con- 
sidered as  well  by  the  court,  as  the  counsel,  at  Nisi  Pri- 
us, at  Washington,  May,  1795,  in  Howard's  lessee  v. 
Pollock  and  lUirk,  before  M'Kean,  C.  J-  and  Yeates, J. 
(MSS.  Reports.) 

Matthew  Karrmade  a  small  improvement  on  a  plan- 
tation in  1768,  by  de.idening  a  few  trees,  and  making 
some  brush  heaps.     In  the  succeeding  year,   Joseph 
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Proctor  cnme  up,  and  settled  near  him.  Some  differ-  1134,)  declares,  that  no  persons  claiming  lands  in  con- 
ences  arose  between  them,  but  at  length  they  mutually  sequence  of  any  prior  settlement.improvement  or  occu- 
fixed  on  a  line  between  tliemselves,  and  agreed  that  it  pation,  without  other  title,  shall  recover  the  same,  un 
should  be  marked.  This  was  accordingly  done,  and  less  they  have  hud  the  peaceable  possession  thereof 
Proctor  built  a  snug  cabin,  cleared  six  acres  of  land,  within  seven  years  before  action  brought;  with  a  pro- 
lived  thereon  tw  o  years,  and  raised  grain  during  that  j  viso,  in  favour  of  persons  driven  from  tlieir  possessions 
period.      He  then  sold  his  improvement  to  the  lessor  of  |  by  the  savages,  &c.  Now  it  is  evident,  that  here  is  a  ne- 


the  plaintiff  for  30/.  who  possessed  himself  thereof, 
and  lived  thereon  three  years,  until  he  was  driven  off 
by  the  s.avages. 

Karr  sold  his  improvement  to  one  Charles  Burkham, 
who  again  sold  to  Pollock,  one  of  the  defendants;  Burk 
is  the  tenant  of  Pollock.  It  was  offered  to  prove  the 
consentable  line  shewn  by  the  two  original  settlers,  by 
several  witnesses,  and  to  establish  that  Pollock  knew 
of  this  boundary  when  he  purchased,  and  that  he  was 
forewarned  not  to  go  over  it. 

Exception  was  taken  to  this  testimony. 
The  plaintiff  must  recover  according  to  his  title  at 
the  time  of  the  demise  laid  in  the  declaration,  which  is 
on  the  2d  of  October,  1780.  If  his  title  then  was  not 
good,it  shall  not  defeat  the  equitable  title  of  defendant, 
by  improvement,  aided  by  a  warrant  dated  20ih  of  Ja- 
ntiary,  1785,  and  a  survey  made  on  the  17tli  of  Februa- 
ry following,  before  the  commencement  of  the  suit. 

Whatever  effect  subsequent  laws  may  be  supposed 
to  have  on  the  doctrine  of  improvements,  they  cannot 
affect  the  present  question,  which  must  be  judged  of  by 
the  existing  law  of  1781, (chap. 929.)  It  is  also  remarka- 
ble, that  the  act  of  30th  of  Dec.  1786,  (chap.  1248,)  re- 
cites, that  settlers  were  not  secured  in  their  pre-emption 
rights,by  the  law  of  1st  of  April, 1784,  and  affords  them  a 
temporary  advantage,  which  has  since  been  continued 
by  subsequent  acts.  If  under  any  previous  law,  or  es- 
tablished custom,  the  titles  of  improvers  had  been  fixed 
and  asceriainedjthere  could  have  been  no  necessity  for 
passing  this  act. 

It  was  answered  by  the  plaintiff,  that  though  he  con- 
ceded he  could  recover  only  according  to  his  right  at 
the  time  of  the  feigned  lease;  yet  different  acts  of  the 
legislature,  expressive  of  their  sense  of  improvements, 
had  shewn  in  what  light  real  settlements  should  be 
viewed,  and  were  declaratory  of  former  established 
usages.  It  was  not  meant  to  carry  the  improvement 
doctrines  to  the  wild  extremes  to  which  they  were 
brought  shortly  before  the  Revolution;  but  that  a  bona 
fidt  improvement,  made  animo  residendi,  pursued  in  all 
its  stages,  and  never  abandoned,  had  certain  benefits 
annexed  to  it  from  the  uniform  practice  of  the  Land  Of- 
fice, and  of  courts  of  justice,  was  now  the  generally  re- 
ceived opinion  of  the  western  country;  and  it  was  ap- 
prehended, these  advantages  were  sanctified  by  divers 
laws  of  the  state. 

The  state  of  Virginia  recognized  by  a  municipal  re- 
gulation of  May  3d,  1779,  actual  settlers,  "who  hid 
made  a  crop  of  corn,  or  resided  on  the  lands  for  one 
year  before  January  1st,  1778,"  as  freeholders  of  that 
commonwealth, and  entitled  to  the  farms  they  occupied, 
not  exceeding  400  acres.  An  unfair  hdvantage  would 
be  had  against  the  Pennsylvania  settlers,  particularly 
those  near  the  disputed  territory,  unless  a  similar  doc- 
trine was  extended  to  them  also.  The  public  adver- 
tisement, on  opening  the  Land  Office  for  the  new  pur- 
chase, on  the  3d  of  April,  1769,  commonly  called  the 
preamble  to  the  lottery,explicitly  declares,  that  "those 
who  had  settled  plantations, should  have  a  preference." 
The  act  of  1st  of  April,  1784,  opening  the  Land  Of- 
fice, states,  in  sect.  1,  the  equal  justice  due  to  all  per- 
sons holding  lands,  that  tliey  should  have  equal  oppor- 
tunities of  completing  their  titles;  and  in  sec.  3,  directs 
that  each  applicant  shall  produce  a  certificate,  specify- 
ing whether  the  lands  are  improved,  or  not,  that  inter- 
est may  be  charged  accordingly. 

The  funding  law  of  the  16lh  of  March,  1785,  (cliap. 
126,)  directs  that  improvements  shall  be  subject  to 
taxation,  and  thereby  recognizes  those  claims. 

The  limitation  act  of  26th  of  March,  1785,    (chap. 


cessary  implication  from  the  words  of  the  law,  that  an 
ejectment  may  be  maintained  under  a  prior  settlement, 
improvement,  or  occupation,  where  there  has  been  a 
possession  within  seven  years  next  before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  suit,  by  the  party,  his  ancestors,  or 
predecessors. 

As  to  the  argument  drawn  from  the  penning  of  the 
preamble  of  the  act  of  30th  of  December,  1786,  it  may 
be  obviated,  by  considering  that  it  arose  from  the 
abundant  caution  of  the  legislature,  and  from  some 
former  decisions  at  law. 

By  the  Court.  Cases  of  improvements  depend  on  a 
great  variety  of  circumstances,  all  of  which  must  be 
taken  into  consideration  by  a  jury.  The  practice  of  the 
late  proprietary  Land  Office,  and  divers  laws  since  the 
Revolution  have  annexed  to  them  certain  claims;  so 
that  they  may  be  now  classed  among  the  imperTect 
rights  to  lands.  It  is  a  matter  of  fair  argument,  when 
the  testimony  is  given,  what  will  be  its  operation.  We 
will  therefore  hear  the  evidence.  It  is  a  more  favoura- 
ble case  than  improvements  generally  are,  there  being 
an  agreed  line  between  the  parties,ifthe  plaintiffshould 
bring  home  the  knowledge  of  that  fact  to  Pollock,  be- 
fore he  purchased-  The  jury  found  a  verdict  for  the 
plaintiff;  and  established  the  agreed  marked  boundary. 
Besides  the  laws  cited,  see  the  act  for  raising  5,700,- 

000  dollars, passed  10th  of  October,  1779,  (chap.  855,) 
which  declares,  in  sect.  11,  that  lands  held  by  improve- 
ment, are  thereby  made  taxable. — An  act  for  emitting 
500,000/.  in  bills  of  credit,  passed  7th  of  April,  1781, 
(chap.  928,)  which  enacts,  in  sect.  7,  that,  together 
with  the  guarantee  of  the  state,  so  much  as  shall  be  suf- 
ficient of  the  arrears  due  for  land,  granted,  or  claimed 
by  virtue  of  warrants,  locations,  surveys,  or  any  other 
title,  that  might  be  deemed  good  and  valid,  according 
to  the  law,  custom,  or  usage  in  force  under  the  late  go- 
vernment, shall  be  pledged  as  a  fund  out  of  which  the 
said  bills  of  credit  shall  be  redeemed,  &c. — Act  passed 
5th  of  April,  1782,  (chap.  953,)  instituting  a  Board  of 
Property,  to  hear  or  determine  in  all  cases  of  controver- 
sy touching  escheats,  &c.  rights  of  pre-emption,  pro- 
mises, imperfect  titles,  or  otherwise,  which  may  arise 
in  the  Land  Office.— Act  passed  12tli  of  March,  1783, 
sect.  6,  (chap.  996.)— Act  passed  22d  of  April,  1794, 
(chap.  1755,)  sect.  2,  directing  that  no  warrants  shall 
issue  after  15th  of  June,  1794,  for  the  lands  therein 
mentioned,  except  in  favour  of  persons  claiming  under 
some  settlement  and  improvement. — Act  passed  22d 
September,  1794,  (chap.  1773,)  sect.  1,  declaring,that 
after  passing  of  the  law,  no  applications  shall  be  receiv- 
ed in  the  Land  Office,  for  any  lands,except  such  where- 
on a  settlement  has  been,  or  thereafter  shall  be  made, 
grain  raised,  and  a  person  or  persons  residing  thereon. 

In  the  lessee  of  Smith  v.  Brown,  Fayette,  May,1795, 
formerly  cited,  on  the  point  of  tlie  note  respecting  Vir- 
ginia certificates  of  settlement,  M'Kean,  C.  J.  in  his 
charge  to  the  jury,  on  the  improvement  point  of  the 
case,  observed,  that  "  To  give  an  improvement  any 
equity  whatever,  it  must  not  have  the  smallest  cast 
of  an  abandonment. — So  wild  and  extravagant  have 
been  the  notions  of  many  people  about  improve- 
ments, that  it  is  not  easy  to  define  them.  In  the 
language  of  the  act  of30ih  of  December,  1786,  (chap. 
1248,)  it  is  understood  to  be  "  an  actual  personal,  resi- 
dent settlement,  with  a  manifest  intention  of  making  it 
a  place  of  abode,  and  the  means  of  supporting  a  family, 
and  continued  from  time  to  time,  unless  interrupted  by 
the  enemy,  or  by  going  into  the  military  service  of  this 
country  during  the  war." 

1  The  chief  justice  then  pro'-eeded  to  give  an  account 
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of  the  origin  of  improvemeTits,and  the  state  of  the  Land 
Office  at  a  particular  period,  from  wliich  the  editor  has 
in  some  degree  dissented,  upon  an  investigation  of  cer- 
tain facts  already  exhibited. — But  the  reader  will  be 
able  to  form  his  own  judgment,  upon  a  full  view  of 
the  whole  subject,  and  of  the  different  sentiments 
which  have,  from  lime  to  time,  been  expressed  respect- 
ing it- 
There  are  three  kinds  of  rights;  (he  adds)  jus  pro- 
prietatis,  jus  possessionis,  and  jus  vagum,  or  an  iinpeifect 
right;  settlements  may  be  ranked  among  the  latter  spe- 
cies; it  is  a  right  to  a  pi'e-empiion. 

William  Penn.the  first  proprietary,  died  in  England, 
in  1718,  and  his  son  Thomas  continued  in  bis  minority 
until  1731.— Richard,  his  others  m,  until  1732.  In  this 
interval  their  Land  Office  was  shut  up,  so  that  during 
that  time,  warrants  and  patents  were  not  regularly 
granted  by  the  commssioners  of  property,  for  transfer- 
ring lands  to  applicants. 

To  further  the  settlement  of  the  then  province,  with- 
in that  period,  tickets,  signed  by  one  of  the  commission- 
ers of  property,  or  by  the  secretary  of  the  Land  Office, 
came  into  practice.  Hence  it  would  seem  sprung  im- 
provements. 

The  old  rule  being  once  relaxed,  greater  liberties 
were  taken  by  the  people,  and  emigrants  from  abroad 
often  seated  themselves  on  vacant  lands  without  permis- 
sion, and  made  valuable  improvements.  The  usage  of 
tlie  proprietary  Land  Office  was  favourable  to  these  set- 
tlements.—  The  interests  of  the  proprietaries  were  pro- 
moted; and  the  pre-emption  of  the  lands  they  occupied, 
was  generally  considered  as  belonging  to  the  settlers. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  frontier  counties,  in  pirticutar, 
availed  themselves  of  the  usage,  and  in  many  instances 
went  much  further  than  was  ever  intended  by  the  lords 
of  the  soil,  or  their  officers.  He  then  refeii'ed  to  the 
acts  mentioned  in  the  preceding  case,  particularly  tlie 
limitation  act,  which,  he  said,  presupposes,  that  under 
the  received  usage,  a  recovery  might  have  been  before 
legally  had  under  a  prior  settlement,  improvement,  or 
occupation  where  there  had  been  an  attendant  posses- 
sion within  seven  years  before  the  suit  brought.  The 
former  custom  of  granting  the  lands  to  real  improvers, 
is  clearly  hereby  recognized. 

"  Improvements  must  not  have  the  smallest  cast  of 
an  abandonment."  Thus  in  Neave's  lessee  v.  Edwards 
and  Wisegarver,  Bedford,  June,  1799,  btfore  Yeates  | 
and  Smith,  justices.     (MSS.  Reports.) 

Ejectment  for  one  messuage,  six  acres  or  meadow, 
twenty  acres  of  arable  land,  and  one  hundred  and  fort}-- 
six  acres  of  woodland,  in   Bedford  county. 

The  plaintiff  claimed  under  a  warrant  to  James  Cald- 
well for  400  acres  in  the  forks  of  Diinning's  creek,  in- 
cluding his  improvement,  in  Cumberland  county,  d^ted 
31st  of  May,  1763.  A  survey  of  850  acres  and  allow- 
ance by  Richard  Tea,  16th  of  May,  1765,  and  sundry 
mesne  conveyances.  It  being  afterwards  discovered, 
that  the  survey  included,  patented  lands,  held  under  an 
elder  right,  a  warrantor  re-survey  was  obtained,  upon 
which  a  re-survey  was  made  by  George  Woods,  on  ihe 
third  of  May,  1776,  containing  586  acres  and  125 
perches,  excluding  the  patented  lands,  but  including 
the  defendant's  house  and  claim,  which  were  also  com- 
prehended within  the  lines  of  the  original  survey. 

The  defendants  produced  witnesses,  who  swore,  that 
in  August,  1762,  one  Robert  Owings  made  improve- 
ments on  the  land,  by  building  a  small  cabin,  c\>  aring 
a  field  of  near  two  acres,  inclosed  with  a  brush  fence, 
and  planting  corn  thereon.  In  the  spring  following, 
the  settlers  were  driven  off  by  the  Indians;  Owings  left 
the  place  among  the  rest,  and  never  returned. 

In  1776,  Robert  Adams,  jun.  understanding  that 
Owings  had  relinquished  all  claim,  came  to  the  old  im- 
provement, and  cleared  asm  til  spot  for  hemp  seed.  In 
the  succeeding  year  he  raised  another  small  cabin,  and 
was  then  driven  off  by  the  Indians.  Wisegarver  lived 
about  three  miles  distant,  and  took  possession,  but  not 


claiming  under  Owings.     About  1783,  he  applied  to 
Adams  to  purchase  his  improvement. 

The  plaintiff's'  counsel  offered  to  prove,  that  Owings 
had  entirely  given  up  his  claim,  before  the  survey  in 
1765,  but  were  stopped  by  the  court,  who  said  there 
was  already  given  full  and  satisfactory  evidence  of  an 
abandonment.  Owings  quitted  his  cabin  in  1763,  and 
never  returned,  nor  claimed  the  land.  Under  a  war- 
rant like  the  present,  not  precisely  descriptive  of  par- 
ticular lands,  and  when  there  was  much  vacant  land  in 
the  forks  of  Dunning's  creek,  a  fair  bona  fide  settle- 
ment, made  before  the  survey,  and  continued  from 
time  to  lime,  unless  interrupted  by  the  enemy,  woidd 
be  entitled  to  the  preference.  Here  no  less  than  850 
acres  were  surveyed  under  a  400  acre  warrant.  But 
circumstanced  as  the  case  is,  the  plaintifTs  title  must 
necessarily  prevail.  Verdict  for  the  i)laintiff,  inslan- 
ler. 

And,  in  the  case  of  Thomas  Sturgeon's  lessee  v. 
Alexander  Waugh,  before  the  same  judges,  Dauphin 
county,  October,  1799.  In  ejectment,  for  46  acres  of 
land,  in  Lower  Paxtang  township,  an  abandonment  of 
an  improvement  for  36  years,  the  party  living  at  no 
great  distance  even  if  the  limitation  act  created  no  legal 
bar,  was  adjudged  to  form  an  inseparable  obstacle  to  a 
recovery.  In  England,  a  long  possession  without  a 
deed,  is  preferable  to  an  anc'ent  deed  without  posses- 
sion. Tlie  rule  holds  with  much  greater  force  in  new 
countries,  wliere  the  community  are  peculiarly  inter- 
ested in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  and  manual  labour  so 
much  enhances  the  value  of  real  property.  Such  are 
the  groinids  of  policy  in  the  law,  and  such  have  been 
the  uniform  decisions  of  courts  of  justice,  to  prevent 
litigation  on  slight  pretensions,  and  give  security  to 
landed  titles.     MSS.  Reports. 

And,  by  M'Kean,  C.  J.  If  one  in  possession  has  a 
legal  title,  and  sells  to  a  purchaser,  bona  fide,  and  with- 
out notice,  an  equitable  title  by  improvement  shall  not 
affect  him;  nor  indeed  ouglit  i'l  to  go  to  the  jury  in  evi- 
dence. (See  Talb.  Ca.  187,  258,  260.  2  Freem.  43. 
3  Chan.  Ca.  123.  2  Blackst.  Com.  329,  337.)  Cherry's 
les.=ee  V.  Robinson,  Fayette,  May,  1795.  (MSS.  Re- 
ports.) 

In  the  lessee  of  Hugh  Neilly  v. Benjamin  M'Cormick, 
Allegheny,  May,  1779,  before  Yeates  and  Smith,  jus- 
tices, (MSS.  Reports.)  In  ejectment  far  lands,  on  a 
mere  improvement  right,  a  witness  proved  that  the  les- 
sor of  the  plaintiff  had  a  snail  nursery,  an<l  trees  dead- 
ened on  the  land,  about  22  years  before  the  bringing 
of  this  suit. 

The  defendant's  counsel  objec'.ed,  that  the  action 
cannot  be  maintained  on  the  prior  settlement  right,  with- 
out other  title,  unless  the  plaintiff,  his  ancestors,  or 
predecessors,  have  had  the  quiet  and  peaceable  posses- 
sion, within  seven  years  next  before  bringing  the  ac- 
tion, under  the  limitation  act  of  the  26th  of  March, 
1785,  section  5. 

The  counsel  for  the  plaintiff  answered,  that  an  inqui- 
sition of  forcible  entry,  and  detainer  had  been  found 
many  years  ago  against  the  defendant,  in  AVashington 
county,  and  had  been  removed  to  the  supreme  court, 
where  it  remained  untried,  and  that  consequently  the 
possession  of  the  defendant  must  be  deemed  tortious; 
and  moreover,  this  was  a  ctse  on  the  frontier*,  wheiMS 
the  inhabitants  had  been  driven  off  by  the  savages. 

But,  by  the  Court,  Why  have  i,ou  not  pone  on  with 
your  indictment,  and  obtained  possession  thereon.''  If 
you  have  been  fjrced  from  the  lands  by  Indians,  or 
others,  you  might  have  brought  \  our  ejectment  before 
the  26th  of  March,  1790.  The  case  is  clearly  within 
the  limitation  act.  The  courts  not  being  open  has  been 
held  no  answer  to  it.  1  Lev.  31.  2  Salk.  420.  1  Keb. 
157.  When  the  lime  once  begins,  it  runs  over  all 
mesne  acts,  such  as  coverture  and  infancy.  (1  Sti-a.  556. 
I'lowd.  355.  4  Term.  Rep.  306,  310,  311,  312.)  Plain- 
tiff nonsuit. 
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An  improver  may  also  abandon  his  improvement,  by 
his  own  act,  in  obtaining  his  warrants. 

Thus,  in  the  lessee  of  Richard  Carrol  v.  Robert  An- 
drews, Washington,  October,  1800,  before  Yeates  and 
Smith,  justices,  (MSS.  Reports,)  in  ejectment  for  one 
messuage  and  15U  acres  of  land,  on  the  waters  of  Ten 
Mile  creek. 

It  was  admitted,  that  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff,  and 
Samuel  Parkhurst.  under  whom  the  defendant  claim- 
ed, originally  held  the  lands  in  question  by  improve- 
ment rights. 

The  facts  turned  out  in  evidence  as  follow. 

Stephen  Carter  settled  on  the  lands  in  1785,  built  a 
house  and  barn, planted  a  nursery,  and  cleared  about  30 
acres.  He  took  out  a  warrant,  and  obtained  a  survey 
of 400  acres  and  allowance  in  1787,by  Thaddtus  Dodd, 
an  assistant  surveyor  under  Uavid  Rcddick,  Ksq.  Two 
years  after,  he  removed  to  the  Miami,  leaving  his  farm 
under  the  care  of  Samuel  Parkhiu'st,to  be  sold  or  rent- 
ed. Farkhust,  as  his  agent,  on  the  25th  of  November, 
1790,  conveyed  to  the  defendant  400  acres  and  allow- 
ance, as  surveyed  under  Carter's  warrant,  in  considera- 
tion of  £140.  The  defendant  afterwards,  on  the  sug- 
gestion of  Daniel  M'Farlund,  procured  Carter's  war- 
rant to  be  returned  unsatisfied;  and  on  the  18th  of  De- 
cember, 1794,  obtained  a  new  warrant  for  400  acres  on 
the  head  wateis  of  I'en  Mile  creek,  adjoining  the  lands 
of  Richard  Carrol  and  Lawrence  Craft,  at  50  shillings 
per  hundred  acres,  upon  which  406  acres  and  allow- 
ance were  surveyed  by  John  Hoge,  on  the  9ih  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1796. 

Previous  to  the  last  warrant,  the  lessor  of  the  plain- 
tiflT  made  a  settlement  and  improvement  on  tlie  lands 
in  question. 

The  court  said,  th;it  they  had  been  led  into  the  evi- 
dence of  the  improvement  made  by  Cartel-,  by  the 
opening  counsel;  but  had  the  facts  been  fully  stated, 
they  would  not  have  permitted  such  evidences  to  have 
been  given  under  the  circumstances  of  tliis  case- 

The  conduct  of  the  defendant  was  a  fraud  on  every 
citizen  of  the  State;  instigated  by  avarice,  and  the  low 
cunning  of  M'Farland,  he  has  abandoned  his  elder  and 
better  title,  under  Carter's  warrant,  and  lie  must  now 
be  concluded  by  liis  warrant  of  1794,  as  lor  improved 
lands.  Thoiigli  evidence  lias  been  received- of  valuable 
improvements  made  by  Carter,  it  cannot  avail  the  de- 
fendant, who,  by  his  own  voluiitary  act,  has  defeated 
his  claim  thereto. 

The  defendant's  counsel  then  relied  on  the  bill  of 
sale  from  Parkhurst,  of  the  warrant  right  and  survty  of 
Carter,  and  offered  to  shew  by  parol  evidence,  a  pur- 
chase from  Parkhurst  of  the  improvement  rijjht. 

But,  by  the  Court,  How  can  you  entitle  yourself  un- 
der a  warrant,  which  you  have  obtained  a  return  of  as 
unsatisfied.'  Can  you  relinquish  your  interest  under  It, 
and  yet  retain  your  right  against  the  commonwealih, 
whom  you  have  attempted  to  defraud?  One  may  lose 
an  honest  debt  by  playing  a  trick  to  come  at  it;  as  by 
adding  a  seal  to  a  note,  which  was  sufficient  witliout  it 
(2'Vern.  162.)  You  have  produced  a  written  convey- 
ance from  the  agent  of  Carter,  and  are  precluded  from 
shewing  the  transfer  by  oral  testimony. —  Verdict  for  the 
plaintiff. 

The  same  principle  is  recognized  in  Merchants'  les- 
see V.  Millison,  before  cited.  And  in  tlie  lessee  of  John 
Nicholls  V.  V\  illiani  Lafl'erty,  Allegheny,  November, 
1801,  before  the  same  judges,  (MSS.  Reports.)  The 
defendant  claimed  under  a  warrant  to  AVilliam  Harvey, 
dated  27th  of  July,  1785,  including  an  improvement 
made  by  William  M'Murray, interest  to  connncncc  from 
1st  ef  March,  1780. 

The  defendant's  counsel  proposed  to  examine  wit- 
nesses as  to  the  impruvenunls  made  by  M'Murray  an- 
tecedent to  the  1st  of  March,  1780,  on  the  lands  in 
question. 

But,  by  the  Court,  This  point  has  been  so  often  de- 
cided, and  even  in  some  cases  apparently  hard,  that  we 


cannot  permit  it  at  this  time  to  be  debiited.  The  warrant- 
holder  has  precluded  himself  from  deriving  his  equitj^- 
ble  title  of  improvement  beyond  the  day  called  for  in 
his  warrant.  The  decision  will  conduce  to  good  mo- 
rals, and  serve  as  an  additional  pi  oof  of  the  old  adage, 
that  honesty  is  the  best  policy;  and  we  will  not  deviate 
from  it. 

So,  in  the  lessee  of  Gotlied  Reigart,  and  Conrad  Ha- 
verstock,  and  Christiana  Samuel,  before  the  same 
judges,  at  Bedford,  November,  1803.   (MSS.  Reports.) 

The  plaintiff  claimed  under  an  application  entered 
November  17th,  1766,  and  a  survey  thereon  made  lOtU 
of  April,  1790.  The  defendants  claimed  under  a  war- 
rant dated  2d  November,  1774,  whereon  interest  was 
to  commence  from  the  1st  of  March,  1767,  a  survey 
made  thereon,  27th  of  December,  1785,  and  a  patent 
dated  April  13th,  1786. 

The  defendant's  counsel  offered  to  shew  a  settle- 
ment made  on  the  lands  in  question  in  176  l,and  contin- 
ued since  that  time. 

It  was  objected  that  he  could  go  no  further  back  than 
1767,  when  the  interest  on  his  warrant  commences. 

The  defendants  replied,  that  they  might  shelter 
themselves  under  a  settlement,  prior  to  the  period  of 
interest  commencing  as  expressed  in  their  warrant,  al- 
though a  plaintiff  out  of  possession  was  bound  thereby, 
and  could  not  do  so. 

By  the  Court.  There  can  be  no  just  ground  of  dis- 
tinction between  the  two  cases.  When  either  the  plain- 
tiff or  defendant  attempt  to  defraud  the  commonwealth, 
by  not  charging  themselves  with  the  full  interest  from 
their  respective  periods  of  improvement,  it  must  at  least 
operate  as  an  abandonment  of  their  claim  for  such  in- 
termediate time  as  they  have  dropped;  and  we  shall 
hold  them  bound  thereby.  Both  instances  must  rest  on 
the  same  uniform  principle.  If,  indeed,  the  defendant 
does  not  shew  his  warrant  or  application  in  evidence, 
and  it  is  not  produced  by  the  adverse  party,  the  dcfen- 
dant  may  rest  on  his  possession,  and  prove  his  settle- 
ment from  its  first  commencement.  Circumstanced  as 
this  case  is,  the  objection  must  be  sustained;  and  so 
have  been  our  decisions. 

The  evidence  having  been  gone  through,  it  appeared 
that  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  had  been  guilty  of  gross 
laches,  and  the  charge  being  decidedly  for  defendant, 
the  plaintiff  suffered  a  nonsuit. 

And  mentioning  an  improvement  in  an  application  is 
mere  matter  of  description,  if  the  party  do  not  state 
when  it  began;  and  he  abandons  his  equity  of  improve- 
ment, by  not  paying  back  interest  from  the  time  of  its 
commencement,  and  evidence  of  the  improvement  must 
be  overruled.  So  held  by  Yeates,  J.  circuit  court, 
Bedford,  October,  1807,  in  Coxe's  lessee  v.  Ewing,  and 
others,  (MSS.  Reports.)  Although  it  was  warmly  con- 
tended by  defendant's  counsel,that  applications  of  1766 
were  not  within  the  rule.and  that  back  interest  was  ne- 
ver calculated  on  applications;  and  that  it  would  he 
highly  unjust,  that  one  should  suffer  in  his  claim  to 
lands  by  i-easonof  his  conformity  to  the  regulations  of 
the  proprietary  officers,  over  whom  he  had  no  control. 
The  court  said,  that  the  regulations  of  the  Land  Office 
in  1766,seemto  have  blended  the  proprietary  interests, 
with  those  of  the  poorer  c'.ass  of  the  community,  who 
might  not  have  ready  cash  to  advance  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  out  wairants,  but  who,  by  the  addition  of  la- 
bour to  the  value  of  the  soil,  would  give  a  permanent 
security  for  the  payment  of  the  consideration  money. 
The  new  institution,  however,  cannot  be  regarded  as  a 
variation  of  the  rights  of  the  proprietaries,  or  the  duties 
of  individuals.  Warrants  have  been  taken  out  for  im- 
provements after  1766,  which  fully  erince  the  mode  of 
procedure,  when  improvements  previous  thereto,  were 
intended  to  be  secured.  The  old  consideration  and  quit 
rents  are  specified  therein,  as  the  terms  on  which  such 
warrants  issued.  It  follows,  that  such  improvements 
cannot  be  adduced  to  establish  a  title  to  the  lands  ante- 
rior to  such  application. 
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On  the  foregoing  case,  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  the 
ground  taken  by  the  counsel  for  defendant,  was  entire- 
ly mistaken.  By  a  reference  to  the  proceedings  intro- 
ductory to  the  opening  of  the  office  on  the  new  plan, 
in  1765,  particularly  the  advertisement  of  seven- 
teenth of  June,  1765,  it  will  appear,  that  every 
person  desirous  to  settle  any  vacant  land  purchased  of 
the  Indians,  and  not  appropriated  to  the  proprietaries' 
use,  were  to  apply  to  the  secretary,  who,  instead  of 
granting  a  warrant,  was  to  enter  the  persons's  name, 
with  the  date  of  his  application,  and  the  description,  or 
location  of  the  land.  And  they  were  to  attend  the  de- 
puty-surveyor, at  a  lime  to  be  appointed,  to  shew  him 
the  land,  and  have  it  surveyed;  and  to  pay  interest  from 
six  months  after  the  date  of  the  application.  — Every 
idea  of  improved  land  is  here  excluded- 

But,  all  persons  possessing,  or  claiming  lands,  on  ac- 
count of  any  settlements,  or  improvements,  whether  on 
the  east  or  west  side  of  Susquehanna,  were  to  make 
application,  and  to  bring  with  them  authentic  certifi- 
cates, of  the  nature  of  their  improvements,  and  the 
time  when  their  settlements  first  began.  So,  although 
the  office  was  closed  on  the  west  side  to  any  application 
for  unimproved  lands  for  one  year,  it  was  open  to  appli- 
cations for  improved  lands- 

And,  on  the  l.st  of  August,  1765,  it  was  resolved,that 
the  secretary  give  warrants  to  such  persons  as  have 
built  on,  and  resided  on  the  land  they  apply  for,  and 
have  a  just  claim  to,  as  an  improvement,  bringing  a  cer- 
tificate from  a  neighbouring  magistrate,  or  other  satis- 
factory proof  of  the  nature  of  the  improvement,  and 
first  settling  thereof;  when  the  interest  and  quit  rent  is 
to  commence.  But  if  no  such  proof  was  made,  it  was 
to  be  entered  as  an  application;  the  deputy  was  to  re 
port  on  the  return  of  survey,  and  then  warrant  to  issue, 
if  approved  by  the  governor. 

And,  on  the  third  of  October,  1765,  the  deputy-sur- 
veyors were  particularly  enjoined  either  in  applications 
for  land  as  unimproved,  or  on  warrants  for  improve- 
ments, since  the  opening  of  the  office  on  the  nev/  plan, 
to  report  with  the  return  o*'  survey,  where  they  found 
any  improvements  on  the  land,  and  fully  to  inform 
themselves,  and  report  when  such  settlement  and  im- 
provement first  began. 

The  office  opened,  generally,  on  the  west  side,  on 
the  same  plan,  August  1st,  1766.  The  Land  Office, 
therefore,  unquestionably  had  it  in  view,  to  detect 
frauds  in  the  two  cases:  1st,  where,  in  warrants,  the 
time  of  the  commmenceent  of  the  improvement  was  not 
truly  stated;  and,  2d,  where  the  application  called  for 
no  improvement,  or,  no  certificate  was  produced  where 
an  improvement  was  part  of  the  description.  Applica- 
tions, therefore,  to  cover  lands  antecedently  improved, 
were  frauds  upon  the  Land  Office.  And  if  the  survey 
was  returned  without  a  reference  to  such  improvements; 
the  fraud  was  two-fold.  And  the  principle  applied  to 
all  other  cases,  must  apply  in  its  fullest  force,  to  the  ap- 
plication of  1765  and  1766  and  later  in  the  old  purchases. 
Yet  where  the  survey  on  a  prior  indescriptive  war- 
rant, covered  the  whole  of  the  defendant's  claim,  as 
well  that  which  had  been  actually  improved  and  settled 
previous  to  such  survey,  as  the  adjoining  woodland, 
which  was  an  act  never  sanctioned  by  the  Land  Office; 
in  the  same  case,  the  improvements,  antecedent  to  the 
defendant's  application,  were  so  far  admitted,  as  to 
show  the  invalidity  of  the  plaintiff's  survey.  Such  sur- 
vey, the  judge  added,  if  it  included  the  real  bona  fide 
settlements  of  third  persons,  would  not  have  received 
the  sanction  of  the  Land  Office,  or  of  the  country,  from 
their  uniform  usages.  May  not  such  evidence  be  ad- 
mitted, to  show,  that  the  plaintiff 's  survey  could  not  le- 
gally take  effect  ?  It  is  true,  that  by  going  into  this 
testimony,  the  defendants  will  derive  a  degree  of  bene- 
fit from  improvements,  the  equity  of  which  ihey  seem 
to  have  abandoned.  But  this  appears  inevitable,  and 
flows  as  a  necessary  consequence  from  the  investiga- 
tion of  the  validity  of  the  survey  made  for  the  plaintiff. 


The  point  was,  however,  reserved  at  the  plaintiff's  in- 
stance, but  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  again  stir- 
red. But  if  the  point  should  arise  in  other  cases,  the 
reconsideration  of  it  would  not  be  precluded;  but  it 
would  be  still  open  iora  more  solemn  decision. 

In  NichoH's  v.  Holliday,  before  cited  it  was  held,  that 
an  early  settlement,  accompanied  with  a  subsequent 
warrant  and  survey,  is  preferable  to  a  prior  warrant  and 
survey. 

The  plaintiff  settled  on  the  land  in  1774,  and  buHt  on, 
and  improved  it,  and  constantly  resided  ii\  a  cabin  very 
near  the  land  in  dispute,  except  when  the  inhabitants 
were  driven  off  by  the  Indians.  A  consentable  line  was 
esiablished  between  this  place  and  a  tract  whereon  one 
William  M'Manimy  lived,  whose  house  was  about  half 
a  mile  from  the  acknowledged  boundary. 

NichoH's  on  the  22d  of  March,  1798,  took  out  a  war- 
rant for  380  acres,  including  his  improvement.  8cc.  in- 
terest to  commence  from  the  first  of  March,  1774,  and 
obtained  a  survey  thereon  of  380  acres  and  48  perches, 
on  the  6th  of  September,  1799,  whereof  108  acres  were 
claimed  by  William  Harvey,  which  included  the  lands 
in  dispute,  but  no  one  had  lived  hereon  until  1785. 

The  defendant  claimed  under  a  warrant  to  William 
Harvey,  dated  27th  of  July,  1785,  including  an  im- 
provement made  by  William  M'Murray,  interest  to 
commence  from  1st  of  March,  1780,  and  a  survey 
hereon  of  108  acres,  made  on  the  30th  of  June,  1786. 

By  the  Court.  Has  not  enough  been  shown,  to  evince 
that  the  plaintiff  has  the  earliest  and  best  possessory 
right,  and  must  necessarily  recover  ?  He  claims  under 
a  ionn/rfe  settlement  eleven  years  earlier  than  the  de- 
fendant's warrant,  uniformly  pursued  and  continued, 
which  must  embrace  the  108  acres  in  dispute,  and  to 
this  he  unites  a  title  by  a  warrant  and  survey,  paying 
interest  to  the  commonwealth  from  his  first  improve- 
ment. 

The  jury  gave  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  instanter. 
(MSS.  kepoi-ts-) 

No  actual  settlement,  subsequent  to  an  adverse  sur- 
vey, can  confer  a  title;  or  be  received  in  evidence. 
Eddy's  lessee  v.  Faulkner,  Allegheny, November,  1803, 
(MSS.  Reports)  which  will  be  referred  to  more  at  large, 
in  another  part  of  this  note. 

An  improver  of  lands  taking  out  an  application,  in- 
cluding his  improvement,  and  obtaining  a  survey,  is 
thereby  concluded,  and  cannot  hold  contiguous  lands 
under  the  same  improvement  right.  Lessee  of  John 
Holmes  V.  Thomas  Kay,  Bedford,  November,  1803,  be- 
fore Yeates  and  Smith,  justices,  (MSS.  Reports.) 

Improvements  made  on  lands,  after  an  early,  descrip- 
tive, adverse  warrant,  and  a  survey  returned,  cannot  be 
received  in  evidence  against  a  distant  owner. 

Thus,  in  the  lessee  of  Frederick  I'igou  v.  Nicholas 
Nevill  and  James  Graham,  at  a  circait  court,  at  North- 
umberland, October,  1805,  before  Yeates,  J.  in  eject- 
ment for  450  acres  of  land,  in  Buffalo  township. 

1  he  plaintiff  claimed  under  a  descriptive  warrant,  in 
the  name  of  Ludwig  Karcher.  dated  25th  of  October, 
1774,  and  a  survey  made  thereupon  on  the  27th  of 
April,  1775,  which  was  returned  into  the  Surveyor 
General's  office,  on  the  12th  of  March,  1776. 

The  defendant's  pretensions  rested  on  a  later  descrip- 
tive warrant,  granted  to  Conrad  Sharpe,  on  the  26th  of 
October,  1774.  and  a  survey  thereon  made  8th  of  Nov. 

1774,  but  the  time  of  its  return  did  not  appear. 

The  defendants  showed  in  evidence,  without  opposi- 
tion, that  Shurpe  came  upon  the  lands  in  October,  1775, 
cleared  three  or  four  rods  square,  fell  some  trees,  plant- 
ed a  few  apple  seeds,  and  raised  pait  of  a  c.ibin  four 
logs  high.  They  then  offered  to  prove  the  extent  of 
the    improvements  made    on  the  lands  since  October, 

1775,  up  to  the  time  of  bringing  the  ejectment,  in  1800, 
which  was  opposed. 

Yeates,  J.  I  am  constrained  to  overrule  the  testimo- 
ny.  Improvements  made  on  lands  in  dispute;  after  an 
adverse  early  descriptive  warrant  has  issued,  and  a  sur- 
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vey  made  thereupon  which  has  been  returucil  into  the 
Surveyor  General's  Office  within  lOA  montl»s  aftcr- 
warils,  can  g-ive  no  pretence  of  equity  ai?ainst  the  dis- 
tant owner,  and  can  only  serve  to  mislead  the  jury. 
"Verdict  for  the  plaintiff.  To  the  same  point  see  Cal- 
hoon  V.  Dunning',  i  Dallas,  121  2. 

The  doctrine  of  improvements  will  be  occasionally 
mentioned,  with  reference  to  certain  acts  of  Assembly, 
at  the  close  of  this  note.  It  remains  only  to  notice  the 
printed  authorities  on  this  point. 

M'Curdy  v.  Potts,  2  Dallas,  98  This  case  is  of  little, 
if  any  importance;  and  the  principal  p.iint  of  it  has 
been  differently  decided,  subsequently,  by  the  same 
judg'e,  in  cases  already  noticed. 

Buchanan's  lessee  v.  M'Clure,  adjudged  in  July, 
1808,  depended  on  the  lottery  applications  of  3d  of 
April,  1769.  The  plaintiff's 'number  was  later  than 
that  of  the  defendant,  but  he  endeavored  to  support  his 
claim  to  preference,  by  a  settlement  made  on  the  land 
after  the  purchase  made  ot  tlie  Imlians  in  1768,  and  be- 
fore the  time  of  opening  the  office,  the  3d  of  April  fol- 
lowing. 

The  judge  who  tried  the  cause,  charged  the  jury, 
that  this  settlement  and  improvement  g.ive  a  preference 
to  the  settler,  even  againsc  an  application  properly  de- 
scribing the  land;  and  that  No.  2,  accompanied  with 
such  settlement,  was  entitled  to  a  preference  over  No.  1, 
and  the  jury  found  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff.  The  judge 
on  the  motion  for  a  new  trial,  adhered  to  this  opinion,  j 
for  reasons  given  at  lart;e  in  the  report.  The  chief  jus-  ] 
tice,  and  two  other  judges  were  of  a  different  opinion, 
and  the  judgment  of  the  court  was  delivered  by  the 
chief  justice. 

The  terms  on  which  the  office  was  opened,  were  stat- 
ed at  lar.^e,  (as  they  are  before  given.  )  I  he  counsel 
for  the  appellee  have  made  two  points.  1,  That  the 
settler  was  entitled  to  a  preference  hy  the  law  of  the 
land,  oF  which  the  proprietaries  cnuld  not  deprive  him. 
2,  That  he  was  entitled  to  a  ijret'erence  by  a  fair  con- 
struction of  the  terms  on  which  the  office  w;>s  opened, 
3d  of  April,  1769. 

'I'itle  by  settlement  has  always  been  favored,  and  un- 
der proper  restrictions  it  deserves  favor;  but  it  must 
not  be  supported  to  the  destruction  of  all  other  rights. 
It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  lute  proprietaries,  who 
were  absolute  owners  of  the  soil,  had  a  right  to  make 
sales,  and  to  grant  rights  on  what  terms  they  pleased. 
If  they  had  thought  proper  to  grant  no  kind  of  right, 
but  on  payment  of  thepurcliase  money,  neither  the  le- 
gislature, nor  the  courts  ofjustice  could  have  controlled 
them.  Uut  as  they  had  been  in  the  habit  of  encouraging 
poor  settlers,  who  were  in  the  beginning  unable  to  pay 
any  money,  this  practice  at  length  grew  into  a  right, 
and  what  had  originated  in  benevolence  became  the  law 
of  the  land.  I  speak  now  of  the  lands  sold  by  the  pro- 
prietaries prior  to  the  year  1769.  The  last  purcliase 
made  by  them  of  the  Indians,  was  at  Fort  Stanwix,  4th 
of  November,  1768.  1  n  opening  their  office  for  the  sale 
of  these  lands,  they  determined  to  give  no  preference  to 
persons  who  settled  between  4th  of  November,  1768, 
and  3d  of  April,  1769.  To  have  given  such  preference, 
would  in  a  great  measure  have  defeated  the  equitable 
intention  of  putting  all  persons  on  an  equal  fooling. 
Nor  could  there  be  any  just  cause  of  complaint  agiiinst 
the  regulation  adopted  by  the  Land  Office.  Only  a  fi^v 
months  intervening  between  the  purchase,  and  the  no- 
tice of  the  opening  of  the  office;  and  those  months  in- 
cluding the  winter,  when  improvements  cannot  be  car- 
ried on  to  a  great  extent,  it  was  iinprub?.ble  that  any  one 
could  have  been  induced  to  go  to  a  considerable  ex- 
peiise,  under  an  idea  that  he  would  obtain  a  preference 
by  settlement. 

But  there  was  a  class  of  settlers  of  another  descrip- 
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tion,  whose  case  was  entitled  to  a  different  considera- 
tion. This  leads  me  to  the  second  point,  the  true  con- 
struction of  the  terms  proposed  by  the  Land  Office. 
Although  it  had  always  been  the  policy  of  ihe  propi-ie- 
taries  and  the  legislature  to  discourage  setllem-'nt  on 
Imdsnot  purchased  of  the  Indians,  because  it  gave  of- 
fence to  the  Indians,  and  might  produce  war,  yet  when 
the  seat  of  war  between  Great  Uritaln  and  the  colonies, 
and  France  and  the  Indians  allied  to  Iri-,  v/as  transfer- 
red to  the  Ohio  and  the  country  between  Pittsburg  and 
the  great  lakes,  it  became  extremely  convenient,  and  al- 
most necessary  that  there  should  be  a  chain  of  inhabi- 
tants on  the  military  roads  leading  from  the  settled 
countiy  to  the  western  waters.  For  this  purpose  the 
commanding  officers  of  the  British  forces  had  been  in 
the  habit  of  granting  licences  to  settle,  and  in  many  in- 
stances persons  seated  themselves  without  licenses,  but 
under  an  implied  permission.  These  people  were  ex- 
posed to  great  danger,  and  many  of  them  were  cut  off 
by  the  savages  in  their  frequent  incursions.  This  kind 
of  settlement  had  t.aken  place,  chiefly,  but  not  alto- 
gether, in  the  western  parts  of  the  state.  It  is  to  be  re- 
marked too,  that  many  of  those  who  had  settled  without 
licence,  were  entitled  to  fiivor,  because  they  had  relin- 
quished their  settlements  in  consequence  of  an  act  of 
assembly  passed  in  the  spring  of  the  year  1768,  and  a 
proclamation  issued  by  the  governor  in  pursuance  of  it. 
it  was  thought  reasonable  therefoi-e,  that  a  preference 
shoidd  be  given,  on  the  opening  of  the  Land  Office  to 
"those  who  had  settled  plantations,  especially  those 
who  had  settled  by  permission  of  the  commanding  offi- 
cers to  the  westward," 

Had  the  proprietary  order  stopped  here,  there  might 
have  been  some  ground  for  arguing  that  the  words  of 
the  or-der  included  all  settlers,  prior  to  the  opening  of 
the  office,  however  drfi'erent  their  cases  or  merits  might 
be.  Hut,  to  take  away  all  doubt,  the  order  proceeds  to 
exclude  certain  settlers  by  negative  expressions,  viz, 
"Those  who  had  settled,  or  made  what  they  call  im- 
pi'ovements  since  the  purchase."  It  is  contended  that 
these  negative  words  are  to  be  restricted  to  those  persons 
who  only  made  trifling  improvements,  without  having  set- 
tled plantations.  But  neither  the  expression,  northe  rea- 
son of  the  thing,  justifies  this  restriction, the  words  "those 
who  had  settled,"  include  all  kinds  of  settlement:  and 
the  reason  of  the  order,  rs  before  explained,  certainly 
demanded  that  no  preference  should  be  given  to  any 
kind  of  settlement  made  after  the  purchase. 

I  have  hitherto  considered  this  matter  as  if  it  were  a 
new  point.  But  that  is  far  from  being  the  case.  It  has 
been  understood  ever  since  the  opening  of  the  office  in 
1769,  that  those  persons  who  settled  between  4th  of 
November,  1768,  and  3d  Apr-il,  1769,  were  entitled  to 
no  preference.  The  Board  of  Property  determined  so 
in  the  case  of  the  very  land  now  in  dispute,  on  the  26th 
of  March,  1770.  The  same  principle  w.as  laid  down  by 
chief  justice  Chew,  before  the  Revolution,  in  Camp- 
bells  lessee  v.  Kidd,  and  by  chief  justice  M'Kean,  and 
other  judges  of  the  supreme  court  since  the  Revolution, 
in  Thompson's  lessee  v-  Becler,  and  Sheerer's  lessee  v. 
M'Clure;  and  it  is  admitted  that  this  has  been  the  uni- 
form opinion  and  course  of  decision  at  Nisi  Prius.  Now, 
although  thd  i)oi lit  has  never  been  brought  before  the 
court  in  Bank;  yet,  when  a  principle  affecting  titles  to 
land  has  been  supported  for  near  forty  years,  by  repeat- 
ed decisions  at  Nisi  Prius,  fioni  which  no  appeal  has 
been  nude,  it  appears  lo  be  so  inccn-porated  with  the 
law  as  to  render  it  dangerous  to  touch  it.  A  new  trial 
was  awarded-      1  Binncy,  385. 

If  the  pluintilV  clainis  under  an  improvement  right 
only,  he  cannot  support  an  ejectment,  unless  he  has 
been  in  possession  within  seven  years  before  the  suit 
was  brought.  Burd  v.  the  lessee  of  Dansdale,  on  error 
2  Binney,  89. 

(To be  continued.) 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  STATE  CONVENTION 

The  Convention  of  Delegates  from  the  Citizens  of 
Pennsylvania,  opposed  to  Executive  usurpation  and 
abuse,  assembled  in  the  court-house  in  Harrisburg',  on 
Tuesday,  May  27,  1834. 

The  convention  was  temporarily  organized  by  calling 
TIenry  Frick  of  Northumberland,  to  the  chair,  and  ap- 
pointed Neville  B.  Craig  of  Allegheny  and  George  Har- 
rison of  Bucks,  Secretaries. 

The  following  Delegates  appeared  and  answered  to 
their  names. 

Adams. 
Jacob    Cassatt,    James    Wilson,    James   McSherry, 
Thadeus  Stevens,  R.  G.  Harper,  James  Renshaw- 
Allegheny. 
Thomas  Bakewell,  Joseph  Patterson,  George  Darsie, 
Thomas  Williams,  Neville  B.  Craig,  Samuel  Church. 
Bedford. 
George   Denig,  James  M.  Russell,   Alexander  King, 
John  A.  McCoy,  Daniel  Washabaugh. 
Berks. 
Peter  Addams,  John  Beitenman,  John  Kaucher,  John 
Heiner. 

Beaver. 
Smith  Cunningham,  William  B.  Clark. 

Bradford, 
James  P.  Bull,  Isaac  Myer. 

Bucks. 
Joseph  Hough,  James   Worth,  Joshua  Barker,  Wm. 
Green,  Samuel  Carey,  Mathias  Morris,   George  Harri- 
son, Anthony  Taylor,  James  Kelly,  C.  N.  Taylor. 
Butler. 
Robert  Cunningham,  Alfred  Gilmore. 

Chester. 

William  Darlington,  John  D.  Steele,  C.  A.  Buckley, 

Charles  Brooke,  John  H.    Bradley,   Joseph  Whitaker, 

Mordecai  Lee,  Samuel  Irwin,    M.  Stanley,   Benjamin 

Griffith. 

Columbia. 
George  A.  Frick,    L.  G.  Bancroft,  Joseph  Paxton, 
William  G.  Hurley. 

Centre  and  Clearfield. 
John  Foster,  William  Houston,  James   Irwin,  John 
Blanchard,  Jas.  Potter,  S-  M'Cormick. 
Crawford. 
John  B.  Wallace,  Henry  C-  Bosler,  John  Dick. 

Cumberland. 
John  Reed,  Samuel  M'Keehan,  G.  W.  Woodburn, 
Gabriel  Heister,  Jacob  Ritner,  James  H.  Devor. 
Dauphin. 
Henry  K.   Strong,    David  Krause,  John  Cameron, 
George  Fisher,    Henry  Shubart,  'Martin  Kendig,  Wm. 
H.  Doll,  Benjamin  Jordan,  Richard  T.  Leech,  Joseph 
Moody,  James  Simonton,  J.  Potter. 
Delaware. 
Thomas  Smith,  Wm.  Eyre,  jr 

Erie. 
Thomas  H.  Sill,  George  A.  Elliott,  John  Vincent. 

Franklin. 
Thos.  G.  M'Culloh,  Thos.  Chambers,  John  F.  Den- 
ny,  Andrew  Thompson,   Frederick   Boyer,  John  M'- 
Farland. 

Huvtingdon. 
John  Stewart,  J.  M.  Bell,  J.  Geo.  Miles,  D.  McMur- 
trie,  jr.,  John  Williamson,  Henry  L.  M'Connell. 
Juniata- 
Alex.  Patterson,  James  M.ithers. 

Indiana. 
James  Taylor, 

Lancaster. 
George  Louis  Mayer,  Wm.  Wright,  Samuel  Grosh, 
.Joseph  Konigmacher,  James  Porter,  John  F.  Long, 
James  Hopkins,  Samuel  O.  Jacobs,  Edward  Parker, 
Jacob  Kn-k,  Gabriel  Davis,  Jacob  Huber,  Thomas  G. 
Henderson,  Benj.  Mellinger. 


Luzerne. 
Sharp  D.  Lewis,   Charles  Dorrance,  Hezekiah  Par- 
sons, Annlng  O.  Chahoon. 

Lycoming,  Potter  &  M'Kean. 
A  Davidson,  John  P.  Schuyler,   Wm.  Wilson,  Rob. 
C.  Hall. 

Lehigh. 
Matthew  Selfridge,  S.  Balliot. 

Mercer- 
S.  C.  Tait,  Robert  M'Cormick. 

Mifflin. 
Richard  Miles,  Wm.  Patton,  Wm.  Cummins,  John  J. 
M'Coy. 

Montgomery. 
Richard  B.  Jones,  Thomas  M .  Jolly,  John  Freedley, 
j  George  Richards,   George  VV.   Roberts,   Joseph  Hun- 
sicker. 

Northampton,  Pike  &  Wayne. 
George  Weber,  Peter   S.  Michler,  James  W.  Chap- 
man, John  Jordan,  jr.,  Evan  Rees,  J.  Jenkins  Ross. 
Northumberland. 
Henry  Frick,  John  B.   Boyd,  Andrew  M'Reynolds, 
John  Vincent,  James  Pollock,  William  A.  Lloyd. 
Philadelphia  City. 
John  Sergeant,  Joseph  K.  Ingersoll,  John  M.  Scott, 
John  S.    Riddle,  Joseph  M'llvaine,  Josiah  Randall,  J. 
Price  Wetherill,  James  Crissy,  P'rederick  Fraley,  Elihu 
Chauncey,  Charles  W.    Churchman,  Edward  Olmsted, 
Alexander  Ferguson,  J.  Scholefield,  James  Hutchinson, 
Nathan  Sargent,  W.  .M.  Meredith. 

Philadelphia  County. 
Bernard  M'Creedy,  William  Wagner,  Nath'l  C.  Fos- 
ter, Geo.  P.  Little,  William  Fitler,  Thomas  Rotch,  Wil- 
liam Wister,  George  K  Dubb,  David  Woelpper,  Bela 
Badger,  Andrew  Young,  John  L.entz,  Hetiry  C.  Corbit, 
John  Britton,  Alexander  Quinton,  Michael  Day,  J. 
Simon  Cohen,  Richard  Coe. 

Pen-y. 
John  Rice,  A.  C.  Hauling,   R.  R.  Guthrie,  P  Ritner. 

Schuylkill. 
Christopher  Loeser,  Geo.  N.  Eckert,  Michael  Greaff, 
Andrew  Russell. 

\  Susquehanna. 

Heney  Drinker,  William  Jessup. 
[  Union- 

1  Simon  Shaffer,  William  Cameron,  Nerr  Middles- 
I  warih,  George  Weirick,  William  L.  Harris,  Robert  P. 
I  Maclay. 

I  Venango  &  Warren. 

William  Raymond,  Andrew  Bowman. 

Washington. 
Joseph  Lawrence,  John  H.  Ewing. 

York. 
Calvin  Mason,  Adam  Glosbrenner,  Frederick  Eichel- 
berger,  Wm.  M'llvaine,  I'hilip  Smyser,  Charles  Bishop, 
Robert  Nebinger,  Wm.  Diven,  A.  J-  Glossbrenner. 

The  following  committee  w.as  then  chosen  to  nomi- 
nate the  officers  of  the  Convention. 

Nathaniel  C.  Forster,  Jos.  M'llvaine,  John  S.  Rid- 
dle, David  Woelpper,  Geo.  Louis  Mayer,  Thomas 
Smith,  John  D.  Steel,  Richard  B.Jones,  Joseph  Hough, 
P.  S.  Michler,  Christopher  Leoser,  Peter  Addams, 
Geo.  Fisher,  Calvin  Mason,  Jacob  Cassat,  Samuel  Mc'- 
Keelian,  James  Potter,  Hezekiah  Parsons,  Asher  Da- 
vidson, Henry  Drinker,  Geo.  Denig,  James  Taylor, 
John  H.  Ewing,  Joseph  Patterson,  Robert  Cunning- 
ham. Wm.  B.  Clark,  Geo.  A.  Elliott. 
Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Tuesday,  May  27,  1834. 
The  Convention  met  at  three  o'clock  according  to 
adjournment. 

Mr.   Fisher,   from  the  committee  for  that  purpose. 
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reported  the  following  officers,  which  were  unanimous- 
ly elected. 

President. 

JOSEPH  LAWRENCE,  of  Washington  county. 
Vice  President. 

Ner  Middleswarth  of  Union; 

Henry  Frick,  Noi-thumbeiland; 

John  Vincent,  Erie; 

James  M'Sherry,  Adams; 

George  Harrison,  Biiclcs;. 

Fred'k  Eichelberger,  York; 

Neville  B.  Craig,  Allegheny; 

Samuel  M'Keehan,  Cumberland; 

J.  M.  Hussell,  Bedford; 

Samuel  Grosh,  Lancaster; 

Peter  Add^iins,  Berks; 

David  Woelpper,  Philadelphia. 
Secretaries. 

Uavid  Krause,  Dauphin; 

John  Williamson  of  Huntingdon; 

Thomas  M.  Jolly,  Montgomery; 

Milliam  Jessup,  Susquehanna; 

Edward  Olmsted,  Philadelphia; 

Samuel  C.  Tait,  Mercer. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morris  of  Bucks,  the  following  re- 
solution was  agreed  to; 

Resolved,  That  the  Rules  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  this  State  be  adopted  for  the  government  of 
this  Convention. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Read  of  Cumberland,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  seven  persons  be  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  an  address  to  the  people  of  Penn- 
sylvania. The  chair  appointed  the  following  commit- 
tee, viz:  John  Reed,  Joseph  Mcllvaine,  Henry  L.  M'- 
Connell,  T.  G.  M'Culloh,  Thomas  H.  Sill,  John  H. 
Ewing,  and  Matthias  Morris. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  eight  be  appointed 
to  prepare  resolutions  expressive  of  the  sense  of  this 
Convention  in  relation  to  public  affairs.  The  chair  ap- 
pointed the  following,  viz:  John  Sergeant,  Thadeus 
Stevens,  James  P.  Bull,  James  l!opkins,\Vm.M'Ilvaine, 
James  Taylor,  George  Weber,  and  John  F.  Denny. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed 
to  prepare  a  memorial  to  Congress  for  redress  of 
grievances.  The  chair  appointed  the  following,  viz: 
Joseph  Patterson,  William  Darlington,  Joseph  R.  Inger- 
soll,  John  B.  Wallace,  James  Wilson,  A.  C.  Harding, 
and  Alexander  King. 

John  Sergeant,  submitted  the  followini^  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  refusal  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  receive  committees  of  our  fellow 
citizens,  who  respectfully  waited  upon  him  from  va- 
rious quarters  to  offer  to  him  information  upon  the  ef- 
fect of  his  measures.and  to  request  that  his  policy  might 
be  changed,  so  as  to  relieve  the  country  from  the  se- 
vere distress  he  had  brought  upon  it,  was  as  contrary 
to  true  wisdom,  as  it  was  to  the  regard  that  is  due  to 
the  rights  of  the  citizens,  and  equally  betrays  a  weak 
mind  and  a  despotic  teniper,already  surrendei'cd  to  the 
dominion  of  flatterers,  and  unable  to  bear  the  plain  lan- 
guage of  Republican  simplicity  and  truth. 

The  resolution  was  ably  advocated  by  Mr.  Sergeant, 
after  which,  it  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Reed  of  Cumber- 
land, referred  to  the  committee  of  Resolutions, 

Adjourned  to  meet  at  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

May  28. 

Convention  met  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Mr.  Ingersoll,  from  the  committee  for  that  purpose, 
reported  a  memorial  to  Congress  which  was  read,  and 
on  motion  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  a  copy  fur- 
nished to  each  member. 

The  names  of  iremberswere  then  called,  after  which 
the  Convention  adjourned. 

3  o'clock  P.  M.  Convention  met,  and  on  motion  ad- 
journed to  meet  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M.  to  morrow. 


Mav  29. 
Convention  met  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Mr.  Sergeant  from  the  committee  on  resolutions,  re- 
ported the  following: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  and  the  right  of  the 
citizens  freely  to  express  their  opinions,  upon  the  con- 
duct of  those  entrusted  with  power,  and  in  times  of  dis- 
tress, and  suffering.and  danger,  brought  on  by  the  acts 
of  any  department  of  the  government,  it  is  their  right 
and  their  duty,  by  all  constitutional  means,  to  endeavor 
to  correct  the  abuses  that  exist,  and  to  prevent  the 
mischiefs  that  are  threatened;  and  for  that  purpose  to 
unite  their  efforts,  so  that  when  the  day  of  appealing  to 
the  ballot  box  shall  come,  the  appeal  may  not  be  made 
in  vain. 

Resolved,  That  the  numbers,  zeal  and  harmony  of 
the  members  of  this  Convention, and  the  patriotic  spirit 
which  has  pervaded  its  deliberations  and  its  acts,  have 
afforded  us  the  most  sincere  satisfaction;  and  together 
with  the  fact,  that  so  many  of  those  who  compose  it, 
were  but  recently  of  the  party  which  supports  the  Ex- 
ecutive, furnish  the  most  convincing  evidence  that  a 
change  has  taken  place  in  Pennsylvania;  that  the  love 
of  country  and  attachment  to  the  Constitution  has  pre- 
vailed over  party  attachment  and  devotion  to  a  man; 
and  that  at  the  next  elections,  this  patriotic  State  will 
be  found  on  the  side  of  the  Constitution  and  the  laws, 
associated  with  her  sisters,  Virginia  and  New  York,  and 
witlithem  contributing  to  the  success  of  the  great  cause 
of  constitutional  freedom. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  next  elections  for  Congress 
and  the  Legislature,  it  be  deemed  an  indispensable 
qualification  of  candidates,  that  they  are  heartily  op- 
l)osed  to  Executive  usurpation,  truly  attached  to  the 
representative  sj'stem  as  established  by  the  Constitu- 
tion; and  ready  to  support  the  rightful  authority  of  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  against  the  encroachments,  me- 
naces and  assaults  of  the  Executive. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  our 
fellow  citizens,  throughout  the  commonwealth,  along 
with  zeal  and  enei-gy  in  the  great  and  good  cause,  to 
cultivate  a  spirit  of  conciliation  and  mutual  respect;  and 
that  it  be  further  earnestly  recommended  to  them,  to 
distinguish  with  their  high  approbation  and  confidence, 
every  memberof  Congress  or  of  the  Legislature,by  what- 
ever name  he  may  have  been  chosen,  who  in  his  station 
has  faithfully  resisted  Executive  usurpation  and  abuse, 
and  firmly  maintained  the  rights  of  the  people. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  also  earnestly  recommended  to 
our  fellow  citizens  in  their  respective  districts  and 
counties,  to  adopt  all  such  measures  .as  may  be  calcu- 
lated to  ensure  success— to  establish  committees  of  cor- 
respondence, and  to  maintain  a  communication  with 
each  other,  for  mutual  encouragement,  information  and 
support,  throughout  the  State. 

Resolved,  That  in  removing  from  office  William  J. 
Duane,  Esq.  late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  because  in 
the  exercise  of  a  power  committed  to  him  by  law,  he 
would  not  violate  his  judgment  and  his  conscience,  and 
thereby  conform  his  conduct  to  the  will  of  the  Presi- 
dent; in  appointing  another  to  succeed  him.forno  other 
reason  but  because  he  would  not  conform  to  his  will;  and 
in  assuming  the  responsibility  of  doing:  himself,  what 
was  intrusted  by  law  to  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  alone,  the  President  was  guilty  of  an 
usurpation  and  abuse  of  power,  and  a  violation  of  the 
Constitution  and  the  laws. 

Resolved,  That  in  taking  these  steps  a  few  weeks  be- 
fore the  meeting  of  a  new  Congress,  recently  elected 
by  tlie  people,  and  cl  >th(d  with  the  authority  of  the 
people,  so  that  he  might  thereby  be  enabled  to  inter- 
pose his  veto  power,  and  frustrate  the  intentions  of  the 
representatives  of  the  people,  unless  two-thirds  of  both 
houses  should  concur— he  was  guilty  of  a  violent  en- 
croachment upon  the  rights  of  the  people, as  they  were 
intended  to  be  secured  by  the  Con4itution. 

Resolved,  That  in  assigning  as  a  reason  for  this  en- 
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nies  to  Congress  the  power  to  place  the  people's  mo- 
ney in  the  hands  of  officers  whose  appointment  would 
not  devolve  upon  him,  is  adverse  to  the  2d  section  of 
the  2d  article  of  the  Constitution,  which  proves   that 


croachment,  tliat  a  majority  in  Congress  might  be,  and 
probably  would  be,  bribed  or  corrupted,  he  was  guilty 
of  an  unwarrantable  assault  upon  the  character  of  the 
representatives  of  the  people,  an  unjust  and  fatal  dis- 
paragement of  the  representative  s\  stem, and  a  destruc-  |  Congress  may  vest  the  appointment  of  certain  Officers 
live  outrage  upon  the  whole  sclumes  of  our  govern-  j  in  other  hands  tlian  the  President's, 
ment;  amounting  in  fact,  to  an  assertion,  that  there  was  |  Kesolved,  That  tlie  8th  section  of  the  1st  Article  of 
no  virtue  but  in  the  government  of  a  single  man,  or  j  the  Constitution  renders  all  the  officers  and  departments 
what  is  properly  denominated  an  absolute  despotism.  j  of  the  Government  subordinate  to  the  people  by  their 
Kesolved,  'Ihat  by  these  means,  lie  has  unlawfully!  representatives  in  Congress, thereby  denying  the  power 
seized  upon,  and  still  holds  in  his  own  custody  and  ;  claimed  by  the  President  in  this  Protest,  which  would 
power,  the  whole  treasure  of  the  United  States,  having  ;  render  him  superior  to  all  the  Departments  of  the  Go- 
thus  removed  it  from  the  place  where  it  was  deposited  ;  vernment,  and  to  the  people  themselves. 
bylaw,  and  where  it  was  declared  by  Congress,  and!  Resolved,  That  if  these  assumptions,  thus  boldly  put 
known  by  the  people,  to  be  secure,  and  where,  too,  it  ;  forth  by  the  President,  under  the  influence  of  evil  pas- 
was  subject  to  the  power  of  the  representatives  of  the  |  sions,  and  evil  counsellors  should  be  unhappily  sane- 
people,  into  places  of  his  own  selection,  of  whose  suf- !  tioned  by  the  people,  an  entire  and  radical  revolution 
ficlency  there  is  no  evidence,  and  where  it  is  as  much  '  will  have  been  affected  in  the  form  of  our  government, 
beyond  the  proper  control  of  Congress  as  the  treasury    the  whole  of  its  powers  being  thereby  deposited  in  the 


of  the  General  Post  Office,  and  ma)',  for  ought  we 
know,  be  equally  mismanaged,  wasted,  or  bestowed, 
for  corrupt  purposes,  upon  favorites  and  partisans. 

Resolved,  That  the  refusal  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  restore  the  public  moneys  to  the  place  of 
their  lawful  depo.sit,  after  one  House  of  Congress  has 
declared  the  reasons  for  removal  to  be  insufficient,  is 
contrary  to  the  plain  spirit  and  meaning  of  an  set  of 
Congress,  is  a  manifest  disregard  of  law,  and  justly 
awakens  a  suspicion  that  the  public  moneys  have  been 
squandered  or  lost,  and  therefore  cannot  be  restored — 
a  suspicion  strongly  supported  by  the  notorious  fact, 
that  secret   and  contingent  drafts  were  drawn  by  the 


hands  of  the  President  alone. 

Resolved,  That  such  a  sanction  of  the  powers  claimed 
by  the  President  will  lead  directly  to  the  destruction  of 
otu'  liberties  and  the  establishment  of  a  despotism. 

Resolved,  That  we  cannot  sufficiently  express  our 
gratitude  \o  the  majority  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  for  the  patriotic  energy  and  unsurpassed  talents 
with  which  they  have  maintained  the  cause  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  withstood  the  assaults  upon  their  Consti- 
tutional rights  and  privileges,  and  especially  for  the  no- 
ble firm.ness  with  wliich  they  exposed  the  usurpation 
and  abuse  of  power  commmitled  by   the  Executive  in 

zing  upon  the  public  purse;  hurled  back  the  disre- 


Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  the  amount  of  millions,  spectful  and  unconstitutional  attack  upon  their  charac 
not  for  any  service  of  the  Government,  but  for  the  ser-  j  ter  and  privileges  in  the  unprecedented  paper  called  a 
vice  of  selected  Banks  (in  one  of  which  he  was  himself  I  protest,  without  suffering  it  to  remain  to  defile  their 
a  stockholder)  and  to  supply  their  wants,  and  which  proceedings;  rejected  the  Executive  commentary  upon 
suspicion  cannot  and  ought  not  to  slumber,  until  the  ;  that  unwarranted  paper,  without  attempting  to  solve 
people's  money  is  again  publicly  counted  down  in  the  j  the  perplexing  question,  v.'hcther  it  was  an  explana- 
sight  of  Congress  and  the  people,  at  the  place  where  j  tion,  or  whether  it  was  a  retraction,  which  has  so  much 
they  declared  it  to  be  secure.  I  puzzled  the  supporters  of  Executive   pretensions;  and 

Resolved,  That  in  witholding  from  the  Senate  for  i  for  the  dignified  rebuke  conveyed  in  their  answers  to 
now  almost  six  months  of  their  session,  the  nomination  |  the  insulting  message  which  accompanied  the  renomi- 
ol  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  was  the  instru-  t  nation  of  the  so  styled  Government  Directors  of  the 
mentof  his  unlawful  will,  so  that  the  Senate  might  have  j  Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  for  the  second 
no  opportunity  of  acting  upon  his  appointment,  the  and  more  decided  rejection  of  the  nomination  thus  at- 
President  has  been  guilty  of  a  gross  disregard  of  the  |  tempted  to  be  forced  upon  them,  in  contemptuous  vio- 


constitutional  rights  of  that  body,  a  violation  of  the 
true  meaning  of  the  Constitution, and  a  dangerous  indul- 
gence of  an  arbitrary  spirit  which  respects  neither  law 
nor  right,  and  has  no  defisrence  whatever  for  the  co- 
ordinate branches  of  the  Government. 

Resolved,  That  in  these  acts  of  the  Executive  Go- 
vernment of  the  United  States,  which  have  disordered 
the  currency,  destroyed  confidence,  and  produced  uni- 
versal and  increasing  distrust  and  distress,  are  to  be 
found  the  plain  and  adequate  cause  of  that  unhappy 
change,  by  which  a  nation  prosperous,  and  happy,  and 
blessed  by  a  gracious  Providence  with  the  means  of 
continued  prosperity  and  happiness,  has  been  plunged 
into  embai-rassmcnt  and  s\ifl'eiing,  for  no  disccrnable 
reason  but  because  such  is  the  will  of  a  single  man,  who 
ought  to  belheirscvv.ant,  but  acts  as  if  he  was  their  m.as- 
ter. 

Resolved,  That  the  acts  of  usurpation  and  abuse,  al- 
ready noticed,  bad  as  they  are  in  themselves,  are  far 
transcended  by  the  alarming  and  unconstitutional  doc- 
trines deliberately  put  forth  by  the  President  in  the  pa- 
per styled   a  Protest,  in   wliich  there  is    a  declared 


lation  of  their  clearest  rights 

Resolved,  That  our  gratitude  is  also  due  to  the  ma- 
jority in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  for  giving  a 
ready  ear  and  the  mi  st  prompt  attention  to  the  memo- 
rials of  our  fisUow  citizens,  and  to  those  intrusted^  with 
their  conveyance  and  care,  listening  to  their  com- 
plaints, discussing  their  reasons,  and  doing  what  they 
could  to  redress  the  grievances  complained  of,  and  this 
too,  when  the  doors  of  the  Executive  mansion  were  pe- 
remptorily closed  against  the  delegates  of  the  memo- 
rialists, and  those  delegates  sternly  refused  admission 
to  the  presence  of  the  President  to  lay  before  him  the 
representations  of  the  people  suffering  under  his  rash, 
ill  advised  and  unconstitutional  interference  witii  the 
currcncv,  and,  if  possible,  by  means  of  correct  infor- 
mation, to  turn  him  from  the  destructive  policy  he  was 
pursuing. 

Resolved,  That  one  of  the  principal  means  employed  to 
accumulate  power  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive,where- 
by  he  has  been  emboldened  thus  to  seize  upon  "the 
public  purse,  tamper  with  the  currency,  to  introduce 
disorder  and  distress  into  all  the  operations  of  business. 


sumption  of  Executive  power,in  direct  opposition  to  the  to  insult  and  menace  the  Senate,  and  to  attempt  to  ... 
theory  of  out;  Government,  and  the  liteial  provisions  of  some  to  iiimself  all  the  powers  of  government,  is  to  be 
the  Constitution.  j  found  in  (he  possession  of  the  appointing  power,  so  ex- 

Resolved,  That  ours  is  a  Government  of  the  people,  j  erciscd  that  the  whole  body  of  officers,  high  and  low, 
and  that  all  public  officers  are  mere  organs  of  the  peo-  ihrnughout  the  United  States,  should  be  m.ade  to  feel 
pie,  responsible  to  them,  and  to  the  laws  which  they  ]  their  dependence  upon  him.  and  upon  him  alone,  and 
enftct,  and  not  to  the  President,  who  is  himself  an  I  all  who  sought  for  office,  to  look  to  him  alone,  and  that 
Bgent,  and  not  a  ru  er.  j  i,,,,],    ^X\o\M   be   instructed,   that,    their  tenure    and 

Resolved,  1  hat  the  claim  of  the  President,  which  do- 1  their  hopes  were  to  be  maintained  only  by  active  sub- 
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wisdom,  as  it  was  to  the  regard  that  is  due  to  the  rights 
of  the  citizens,  and  equally  betrays  a  weak  mind  and  a 
despotic  temper,  already  surrendered  to  the  dominion 
of  fluttert  rs,  and  unable  to  bear  the  plain  language  of 
republican  simplicity  and  truth. 

Wliicli  resolutions  except  the  third,  were  unanimous- 
ly adopted.  The  third  resolution  was  adopted,  Mr. 
Hull  oflJradford,  Mr.  Drinker  of  Susquehanna,  and  Mr. 
Frick  of  Northumberland,  alone  voting  against  its  pas- 
sage, giving  as  their  reason  that  thev  deemed  it  inex- 
pedient, but  stating  also  that  they  had  no  objection  to 
the  principh  sit  contains. 

Mr.  Uccd  from  the  committee  to  prepare  an  address 
to  the  People  of  Pennsylvania,  reported  the  following, 
which  was  read  by  Mr.  J.  M'llvaine,  and  unanimously 
adopted. 

Address  lo  the  People  of  Pennsylvania. 
A  Convention  of  delegates  from  the  several  counties 
of  Pennsylvania,  representing  those  of  their  fellow  citi- 
zens who  disapprove  the  recent  measures  of  the  Nation- 
al Executive,  and  who  attribute  to  those  measures  the 
excitement,  alarm  and  pecuniary  distress,  now  perv.ad- 
ing  the  country,  have  assembled  and  deliberated  upon 
the  interesting  questions  submitted  to  their  considera- 
tion. From  the  commencement  of  their  session  to  its 
close,  the  idea  has  been  constantly  present  to  their 
minds,  that  the  occasion  and  the  objects  which  called 
them  together  are  of  unspeakable  importance  to  the 
freedom  and  happiness  of  their  common  country.  They 
believe,  that  at  no  former  crisis,  s  ince  the  Whigs  of  the 
Revolution  uttered  their  defiance  of  arbitrary  power, 
and  staked  life  and  fortune  and  sacred  honor  upon  the 
issue,  has  the  call  been  so  peremptory  upon  all  those 
who  love  their  cotuitry,  whatever  may  be  tlie  modifica- 
tions of  their  republican  creed,  or  whatev  r  their  party 
name,  to  rise  up  in  defence  of  the  first  principles  of  the 
government,  and,  by  united  force  and  hearty  co-opera- 
tion, to  restore  the  constitution  and  the  law  to  their  just 
supremacy,  overtiie  rulers  of  the  land. 

The  more  we  have  compared  sentiments  with  each 
other,  the  more  intense  and  deep  seated  has  this  feeling 
become.  Under  its  guidance  we  have  adopted  a  series 
of  resolutions,  to  which  we  respectfully  invite  thecan- 
they  have  been  voted  down  by  determined  majorities,  1  did  attention  of  the  citizens  of  Pennsylv.ania,  and  of  the 
and  sometimes  cut  off  from  discussion  by  the  previous  !  whole  American  people.  To  iis  paramount  influence 
question,  but  the  light  they  shed  upon  the  great  topics  !  we  attribute  the  uninterrupted  harmony  which  has 
of  debate,  has  spread  through  the  Union,  and  is  now  !  marked  the  proceedings  of  a  Convention,  belonging  to 
rapidly  making  its  way  to  the  minds  of  their  country-  |  no  parly  in  the  politics  of  the  state,  but  composed  of 
men,  whence  it  will' return  to  the  Representative  '  individuals  from  almost  every  pait}',  who,  without 
Chamber,  and  finally  triumph  over  the  blindness  of  yielding  their  own  distinctive  opinions,  are  yet  prompt 
party  attachment.  j  at  the  call  of  common  danger,  and  ready  to  contend  at 

Resolved,  That  with  the  expression  of  our  gratitude  the  ballot  box,  side  by  side,  for  the  injured  principles 
to  the  patriotic  minority  in  the  House  of  Representa-  of  the  constitution,  and  for  their  common  rights  as  citi- 
tives,  we  would  encourage  them  to  persevere,  assured,  j  zens  of  a  free  republic.  To  extend  this  feeling  more 
that  whatever  may  be  the  strength  of  the  majority  in  I  vifidely  througli  the  state,  and  to  produce  a  correspond- 
the  House,  the  great  majority  of  the  nation  is  already  ing  harmony  of  action  upon  the  great  national  questions 
with  them,  and  that  is  a  majority  that  will  make  itself  i  now  at  issue,  is  the  sole  object  of  this  brief  address.  It 
heard.  j  our  efforts  be  successful,    the    struggle  for  power  be- 

Resolved,  That  instead  of  retrenchment,  economy]  tween  the  people  on  the  one  hand,  and  their  elected 
and  reform,  there  has  been  an  extravagant  and  unac-  I  servant  on  the  other,  can  no  longer  be  doubtful:  and  a 
countable  increase  of  expenditure,  until  the  sum  ex-  '  lesson  will  be  taught,  so  useful  to  the  cause  of  rational 
pended  by  the  government  has  amounted  to  no  less  a  |  freedom,  a^  to  entitle  this  generation  to  the  gratitude 


serviency  to  his  will,  as  paramount  to  every  other 
consideration,  even  that  of  duty,  and  the  public  wel- 
fare, and  thus  a  body  be  established,  entirely  devoted 
to  his  purposes,  whatever  they  might  be. 

Resolved,  That  the  only  corrective  of  this  abuse  of 
the  appointing  power  of  the  President,  is  to  be  found 
in  the  full  use  of  the  Constitutional  control  of  the  Se-  , 
nate  over  appointments,  and  that  in  our  opinion  under 
the  extraordinary  circumstances  in  which  we  are 
placed,  this  control  ought  to  be  exerted  and  apphed  to 
the  whole  extent  of  its  Constitutional  limits;  and  par- 
ticularly to  every  case  where  an  appointment  is  made 
of  a  member  of  Congress,  which  may  be  suspected  to 
be,  or  even  have  the  appearance  of  being,  the  reward 
of  conforming  his  representative  conduct  to  the  w  ill  of 
the  Executive  rather  than  to  the  will  and  interest  of 
his  constituents,  or  may  have  the  effect  of  rescuing 
him  from  accountability  to  his  constituents;  and  th.at  in 
such  exertion  of  their  Constitutional  control,  by  some 
signal  example  to  which  a  growing  and  alarming  abuse, 
dangerous  to  our  liberties,  and  destructive  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  Representative  Government,  the  Senate  will 
be  supported  and  upheld  by  the  people,  and  be  acting 
according  to  the  true  spirit  of  the  Constitution. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  is  now  the  refuge  of  Con- 
stitutional freedom,  where  it  must  be  preserved  and 
protected  until  the  people  shall  have  the  opportunity 
of  extending  to  it  their  own  protection  by  the  ballot 
box,  (as  the  recent  elections  in  Virginia  and  New  York, 
and  the  demonstrations  in  Pennsylvania  assure  us  that 
they  will  do,)  and  while  we  view  with  admiration  the 
constancy  and  ability  which  have  so  strikingly  'distin- 
guished the  conduct  of  the  majority  of  that  body,  we 
earnestly  conjure  them  to  continue  to  watch  and  to  re- 
sist the  efforts  of  unjust  power,  in  every  shape  it  may 
assume,  and  to  advise  and  approve  nothing  which  may 
have  a  tendency  to  advance  its  schemes  or  coi^solldate 
its  strength. 

Resolved,  That  we  appreciate,  with  heartfelt  grati- 
tude, the  patriotic  firmness  of  the  minority  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  United  Slates,  and  the  dis- 
tinguished ability  with  which,  under  every  discourage- 
ment, they  have  exerted  all  their  powers  to  maintain 
the    Constitution  Hnd  the  true   policy   of  the  country; 


sum  than  twenty-two  millions  of  dollars  within  the  last 
year,  independently  of  what  was  applied  to  the  p.ay- 
jnent  of  the  public  debt — at  the  same  time  offices  have 
been  mulliplied  to  increase  the  number  of  Executive 
favorites,  and  the  money  of  the  people  has  been  lav- 
ishly bestowed  in  salaries  and  rewards  and  extra  allow- 
ances. 

Resolved,  1  hat  the  refusal  of  the  President  to  re- 
ceive committees  of  our  fellow  citizens,  who  respect- 
fully waited  upon  him  from  various  parts  of  the  United 
States,  to  offer  to  him  information  upon  the  effect  of 
his  measures,  and  to  req\i'?st  that  his  policy  might  be 
changed,  so  as  to  relieve  the  country  from  the  severe 
distress  he  had  brought  upon  it,  was  as  contrary  to  true 


of  all  succeeding  ages. 

Have  the  Convention  overrated  the  importance  of  the 
present  crisis  ?  Is  it  not  true  that  our  community  is  at 
this  moment  excited  and  alarmed  beyond  all  former  ex- 
ample— that  the  permanency  of  the  Union,  and  the  sfa- 
bility  of  repid)lican  institutions,  have  become  subjects 
of  fear  and  reasonable  doubt,  and  that  for  such  doubts 
and  fear-i,  abundant  cause  is  furnished  by  the  ruinous 
career  of  the  nation.al  executive  ?  Let  the  people  judge 
for  themselves,  by  reference  to  facts,  with  which  all 
are  famill.ir,  and  which  no  one  will  deny.  Let  (hem 
csaniinc  the  doctrines  asserted  by  the  President  in  re- 
ference to  his  own  powers,  and  say  whether  he  does  not 
claim  the  whole  sovereignty  of  the  nation  and  disregard 
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all  the  checks  which  the  constitution  has  provided 
against  arbitrary  authority.  Let  them  observe  among' 
the  fearful  omens  of  the  times,  how  these  doctrines  are 
propagated  by  every  means  which  an  extended  influ- 
ence over  the  public  press,  and  an  unlimited  command 
of  the  public  treasure,  have  placed  within  his  reach — 
how  principles  inconsistent  with  all  rational  liberty  are 
openly  proclaimed  by  his  blinded  and  corrupt  adhe- 
rents, in  the  name  of  freedom,  and  under  the  guise  of 
democracy.  Let  tliem  mark  how  the  power  of  the  na- 
tional government  has  been  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
independence  of  the  state  sovereignties;  and  refer- 
ring to  their  own  commonwealth  for  an  example,  at 
once  recent  and  impressive,  account  for  the  vascilla- 
tions  of  its  executive  and  Us  legislature,  under  the  at- 
tractive influence  existing  at  Washington.  Let  them 
study  the  history  and  investigate  the  accounts  of  the 
general  post-oftice,  and  they  cannot  fail  to  perceive  that 
the  good  of  the  people  and  the  law  of  the  land  have 
been  contemptuously  set  aside  by  this  administration — 
— that  a  department  created  for  general  convenience, 
has  become  a  mere  engine  of  party  operations,  its  reve- 
nues squandered  among  hungry  partisans,  and  its  value 
as  a  veliicle  of  sound  information  utterly  destroyed. 
Let  them  number,  if  they  can,  the  armies  of  office-hold- 
ers and  office  seekers  who  swarm  tlu-ough  the  country, 
and  whose  only  rule  of  action  and  opinion  is  the  com- 
mand of  iheir  chief;  and  let  them  observe,  how  the 
number  and  compensation  of  officers  has  been  increas- 
ed, and  these  officers  arrayed  like  a  standing  army,  at 
all  our  elections,  with  the  approbation  of  him  who,  whde 
the  oath  of  office  was  yet  warm  upon  his  lips  declared, 
that  to  reduce  the  expenses  of  government,  and  prevent 
the  interference  of  public  officers  with  the  freedom  of 
elections,  should  be  cordial  objects  of  his  administration. 
Let  them  remember  tliat  a  large  portion  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  influenced  by  the  fear  of  punish- 
ment, or  the  hope  of  reward,  and  surrendering  their 
freedom  of  thought  and  action,  have  tamely  passed  un- 
der the  yoke  of  the  executive;  and  that,  but  for  the  pa 
triotic  stand  which  the  Senate  has  made  in  the  citadel 
of  the  constitution,  this  famed  republic,  the  beacon 
light  by  which  all  other  nations  have  steered  in  pursuit 
of  freedom,  would  now  be  a  monarchy  in  every  thing 
but  name. 

That  the  pretensions  of  President  Jackson,  if  admit- 
ted by  the  Senate  and  the  people,  as  they  have  already 
been  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  would  render 
this  government  a  monarchy  and  not  a  republic,  is  evi- 
dent from  the  paper  which  he  presented  to  the  Senate 
as  an  exposition  of  the  authority  claimed  by  the  Presi- 
dent. In  that  singular  document  he  adopts  as  a  b.\sis 
the  powers  exercised  by  the  king  of  Great  Brirain, 
when  the  royal  prerogative  was  most  widely  extended; 
and,  so  far  from  recognizing  the  principle  of  our  con- 
stitution, that  all  powers  not  granted  by  that  instrument 
are  to  be  vegardi-d  as  withholden,  he  claims  every  attri- 
bute of  sovereignty  not  expressly  prohibited  by  the  let- 
ter of  the  constitution.  Let  this  chiim  be  admitted,  and 
it  will  be  useless  for  Congress  to  enact  laws,  or  for  the 
judiciary  to  decide  upon  their  construction-  The  Presi- 
dent will  understand  them  as  he  pleases:  he  will  set 
them  aside  if  they  inteifere  with  his  plans — and,  when 
some  excuse  for  the  disregard  of  his  official  oath  is  re- 
quired by  an  insulted  people,  those  immaculate  advisers, 
who  surround  the  throne,  will  find  it  in  his  zeal  for  the 
maintenance  of  pubUc  morality,  by  precept  at  least,  if 
not  by  example. 

The  monarchlal  feelings  of  Gen.  Jackson  will  be 
found  to  govern  his  practice  in  its  most  minute  details- 
Like  the  weak  kings,  of  whom  history  furnishes  too 
many  examples,  we  find  him  surrounded  by  a  few  inter- 
ested favorites,  who,  by  flattering  his  vanity,  and  sti- 
mulating his  passions,  maintain  exclusive  possession  of 
the  royal  ear.  Through  the  barriers  thus  created,  the 
language  of  truth  cannot  pass,  nor  can  his  constitutional 
advisers  expect  to  enter,  unless  upon  conditions  of  en- 


tire subserviency-  Nay,  the  very  delegates  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  instructed  to"  bear  to  the  Pre- 
sident a  statement  of  their  grievances,  have  either  been 
refused  admission  into  the  palace  of  their  Caesar,  or, 
when  admitted,  have  been  denied  the  opportunity  of 
making  known  their  views. 

Surely  the  facts  to  which  we  have  thus  briefly  ad- 
verted, and  which  our  limits  forbid  us  to  present  in  de- 
tail, woi'ld  aflTord  a  sufficient  and  salisfiictory  explana- 
tion of  all  the  alarm  which  exists  in  the  country-  Instead 
of  being  surprised  at  the  universal  agitation  of  the  pub- 
lic mind,  while  tyranny  and  corruption  thus  walk  naked 
In  the  light  of  day,  we  should  wonder  rather  at  the  pa- 
tience and  forbearance  of  the  American  pei  pie.  And  yet 
their  causes  of  complaint  go  far  beyond  a  mere  mal- 
administration of  the  general  government.  For  the  first 
time  In  the  history  of  this  country,  the  power  of  the 
executive  has  been  so  exerted  as  to  Interfere  with  the 
business  and  ruin  the  prospects  of  private  individuals. 
The  currency  has  been  deranged,  produce  depreciated, 
labor  deprived  of  its  wonted  employment,  commerce 
and  manufacture  paralyzed,  and  this  not  by  the  regular 
legislation  of  the  representatives  of  the  people,  but  by 
the  act  of  one  man,  who,  in  his  rage  for  conquest,  has 
set  himself  above  the  people  and  the  law.  Not  satisfied 
with  warfare  upon  co-ordinate  departments  of  the  gov- 
ernment, he  has  commenced  hostilities  against  the  credit 
and  currency  of  the  country,  by  the  sudden  and  unwar- 
ranted removal  of  the  public  deposits  from  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  To  this  outrage  upon  rights  secur- 
ed by  law — to  the  spirit  in  which  it  originated  and  the 
maimer  of  its  execution,  and  more  especially  to  the  total 
insecurity  in  which  it  has  left  the  public  treasure,  and 
the  schemes  for  flooding  the  countr}'  with  worthless 
paper  which  sprung  up  simultaneously  with  the  remov- 
al of  the  deposits,  are  to  be  attributed  the  unexampled 
pressure  which  all  classes  feel  in  their  pecuniary  affairs. 
By  this  act  of  the  President,  a  wound  was  given  to  pub- 
lic confidence,  which  years  will  probabl}'  be  insufficient 
to  heal.  In  a  country  like  ours,  where  capital  is  small, 
and  enterprise  unlimited,  industry  must  be  crippled 
whenever  credit  is  shaken.  The  credit  of  our  couutry, 
has  not  only  been  shaken,  but  almost  destroyed  by  the 
conduct  of  the  administration;  and  the  consequences 
are  what  the  most  ordinary  understanding  might  easily 
h  ive  foreseen,  that  a  people  who  one  year  ago  were 
prosperous  in  a  pre-emment  degree,  are  now  plunged 
in  distress,  with  the  gloomy  prospect  of  almost  univer- 
sal insolvency.  As  this  cause  concurs,  with  a  probable 
necessity  of  winding  up  the  afFiilrs  of  the  national  bank, 
by  which  forty  millions  of  dollars  must  be  withdrawn 
from  active  employment  in  the  business  of  individuals, 
it  fullyj  explains  all  the  emb.arrassments  of  which  the 
people  have  complained  in  their  memorials  to  Congress, 
and  of  which  no  human  foresight  can  perceive  therter- 
minati -n. 

If  we  look  first  at  the  effects  of  this  measure  upon 
the  commerce,  industry  and  happiness  of  the  country, 
and  then  refer  to  the  reason  by  which  tlie  President  pro- 
fesses to  be  governed,  we  shall  be  struck  with  surprise 
at  the  total  insignificance  of  the  one  in  comparison  with 
the  other.  And  we  cannot  but  wonder  at  the  reckless 
audacity  which  could  hazard  so  many  Interests,  and  de 
stroy  so  much  properly,  in  order  to  accomplish  so  little 
of  public  or  private  good.  It  is  true,  he  puts  in  the 
foreground  his  extreme  tenderness  for  the  morals  of  the 
people  and  mourns  over  the  alleged  corruptions  of  the 
bank,  as  striking  at  the  foundations  of  civil  liberty.  But 
why  limit  the  operations  of  these  feelings  to  the  single 
example  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  State?  Why  not 
restrain  his  own  immediate  officers,  the  friends  of  his 
bosom,  and  the  constant  associates  of  his  councils,  from 
Influencing  elections  by  bribery  and  force,  and  from 
the  wanton  expenditure  of  public  money,  in  order  to 
secure  the  succession  to  a  candidate  of  their  own.  Why 
stich  long  sufterlng  with  the  abuses,  and  corru»tion, 
and  total  insolvency  of  the  post  office  department;  and 
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why  his  patronage  of  men  and  presses,  whose  daily 
practice  sets  truth  and  morality  equally  at  defiance  ? 
The  answer  is  obvious  from  the  facts  of  the  case.  His 
newborn  zeal  for  public  morals  and  civil  hberty  is  a 
single  edged  sword,  harmless  to  his  friends,  and  formi- 
dable only  to  those  whom  he  considers  his  enemies  ; — 
and  the  probability  is  that  if  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  had  accepted  his  offer  to  become  an  ally  in  his 
war  against  the  constitution  and  the  people,  the  Presi- 
dent would  have  discovered  far  stronger  reasons  for  pro- 
longing its  existence,  than  he  has  been  able  to  give  for 
its  condemnation  and  destruction. 

In  the  preparation  of  this  address,  many  topics  have 
occurred  to  us,  which  might  profitably  be  discussed,  as 
calculated  to  throw  light  upon  the  condition  of  the  go- 
vernment, and  the  prospects  of  the  country:  but  anx- 
ious to  be  brief,  we  have  contented  ourselves  with  a  re- 
ference to  such  prominent  facts  as  may  show  the  dan- 
ger of  our  position,  and  the  absolute  necessity  of  some 
vigorous  effort  on  the  part  of  tlie  people.  T  he  question 
next  arises,  what  shall  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  do 
to  restore  the  integrity  of  the  constitution,  and  regain 
the  lost  happiness  and  repose  of  the  community  ?  Let 
them  denounce  the  ruinous  policy  of  the  present  admin- 
istration, by  their  votes  ut  the  next  elections  for  Con- 
gress and  the  Legislature.  Let  them  take  their  stand, 
once  more,  on  the  side  of  justice,  liberty  and  reason; 
and  supported,  as  they  will  certainly  be,  by  Virginia 
and  New  York,  they  will  present  a  force  which  no  pos- 
sible combination  among  the  partizans  of  the  oppressor 
can  successfully  oppose.  To  prepare  for  that  election 
and  to  bring  about  an  effective  co-operation  on  the  part 
of  all  who  disapprove  the  acts  of  Executive  usurpation, 
has  been  the  great  object  of  this  Convention.  Thus  far 
we  have  succeeded  beyond  our  most  sanguine  hopes, 
and  we  part  with  the  assurance  that  the  good  work  of 
conciliation  here  auspiciously  begun,  must  go  on  and 
produce  a  rich  harvest  of  good  to  our  beloved  country. 
We  entertain  no  doubt,  upon  the  evidence  which  sur- 
rounds us,  that  a  large  majority  of  the  people  of  Penn- 
sylvania agree  with  us  in  opinion  upon  the  great  nation- 
al questions  to  which  we  have  referred,  and  we  believe 
that  when  our  adversaries  shall  find  all  efforts  to  divide 
and  distract  us  unavailing,  they  will  retire  from  a  con- 
test which  holds  out  to  them  no  prospect  but  defeat. 

The  followmg  proceedings  were  presented  by  the 
chair,  which  were  ordered  to  be  inserted  in  the  minutes 
of  the  Convention. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Westmoreland  county, 
opposed  to  the  usurpations  of  the  national  Executive, 
held  at  the  house  of  Abraham  Horbach  in  the  borough 
of  Greenburgh,  on  Thursday,  the  22d  day  of  May,  A.  D. 
1834,  James  Nichols,  Esq.  was  called  to  the  chair,  and 
Col.  James  B.  Oliver  appointed  Secretary. 

On  motion,  the  following  resolution  was  unanimously 
adopted: 

Resolved,  That  William  H.  King  and  James  Nichols, 
Esquires,  of  the  Borough  of  Greensburg — Jesse  Leppin- 
cot  and  Christopher  Painter  of  Mount  Pleasant,  Wm. 
T.  Niccolls  of  Pleasant  Unity,  John  Snodgi-ass  of  New 
Alexandria,  and  Col.  Noah  Mendal  of  Ligonier,  be  a 
committee  to  represent  the  views  of  this  meeting  to  the 
Convention  to  convene  at  Harrisburg  on  the  27th  inst. 
and  that  they  be  a  standing  committee  of  correspon- 
dence for  the  county  of  Westmoreland- 

JAMES  NICHOLS,  Chairman. 

Attest  J.  B.  OLIVER,  Secretary. 
Adjourned. 

The  Convention  met  at  3  o'clock  P.  M. 

Mr.  Ingersoll,  from  the  committee  to  prepare  a  me- 
morial to  Congress  reported  the  following,  which  was 
unanimously  adopted: 

[The  Memorial  will  be  published  hereafter.  ] 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Randall  the  following  resolutions 
were  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  repair 
to  Wasliington  to  present  the  memorial  to  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representives  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  be  authorized,  to  pre- 
sent to  each  Senator  and  Member  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives of  the  U.  S.  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of 
this  Convention.  The  following  committee  was  accor- 
dingly appointed. 

Committee  to  carry  the  memorial  to  Congress: 
John  Sergeant,  James  Wilson, 

John  Iteed,  John  Britton, 

Josiah  Randall,  John  G.  Miles, 

Jolin  P.  Wetherill,  Joseph  Paxton, 

D.avid  Woelpper,  Kobert  C.  Hall, 

William  Darlington,  Henry  Drinker, 

AVilliam  Eyre,  James  M.  Russell, 

William  Wright,  James  Taylor, 

Thomas  M.  Jolly,  John  S.  Riddle, 

Samuel  Carey,  Charles  W.  Churchman, 

George  Weber,  George  Darsie, 

Christopher  Loeser,  Robert  Cunningham, 

John  Beitenman,  Thomas  Williams, 

David  Krause,  John  B.  Wallace, 

Frederick  Eichelberger,     David  M'Murtrie,  jr. 
On  motion  of  Nathan  Sargeant,  the  following  resolu- 
tion was  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  John  Sergeant  be  respect- 
fully requested  to  furnish,  for  publication,  a  copy  of  the 
remarks  made  by  him  on  Tuesday  last,  on  presenting  a 
resolution  condemnatory  of  the  conduct  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  M'Connell: 

Resolved,   That  this  Convention  be  styled  a  Conven- 
tion of  Delegates  from  the  Citizens  of  Pennsylvania  op- 
posed to  Executive  usurpation  and  abuse. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Randall: 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  Convention 
be  signed  by  the  President,  Vice  Presidents  and  Secre- 
taries, and  the  several  members  of  the  convention;  and 
be  published  in  all  the  newspapers  in  Pennsylvania  op- 
posed to  Executive  usurpation  and  misrule. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Randall: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  be 
presented  to  the  Hon.  Joseph  Lawrence,  President,  and 
his  associates.  Vice  Presidents  of  this  Convention,  for 
the  dignity  and  impartiality  with  which  they  have  pre- 
sided over  this  body. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  be  also 
presented  to  the  Secretaries,  for  the  manner  in  which 
they  have  performed  the  duties  of  their  office. 
The  Convention  then  adjourned  sine  die. 

JOSEPH  LAWRENCE,  President. 
Vice  Presidents. 
Ner  Middlesworth, 
Henry  Frick, 
John  Vincent, 
James  .M'Sherry, 
George  Harrison, 
Frederick  Eichelberger, 
Neville  B.  Craig, 
Samuel  M'Kechan, 
J.  M.  Kussell, 
Samuel  Grosh, 
Peter  Addams, 
David  Woelpper, 
Secretaries. 
John  Williamson, 
David  Krause, 
Thomas  M.  Jolly, 
William  Jessup, 
Edward  Olmsted, 
Samuel  C.  Tail. 
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From  the  Pennsylvania  Inquirer. 
THE  LOCUSTS. 

EXTRACT  TO  THE  EDITOR,  DATED 

Philadelphia  County,  May  29th,  1834. 

However  regular  the  Locusts  have  been  in  the  year 
and  month  of  their  re-appearance,  they  were  not  so  ex- 
act to  the  day  appointed  them  in  the  papers — they 
came  forth  freely  on  the  18th,  20th,  and  22d,  as  well 
as  on  the  25th  of  May,  and  still  continue  to  issue  from 
the  ground.  For  a  few  days  before  they  were  seen, 
their  holes  were  opened,  to  the  air,  and  the  boys,  by 
pushing  down  a  straw  or  stick  for  a  few  inches,  drew 
up  the  Locusts,  still  enclosed  in  their  shells,  grasping 
the  extremity.  In  digging  about  fruit  trees  several 
weeks  ago,  numerous  holes,  not  yet  perceptible  above 
ground,  indicated  the  numbers  preparing  to  crawl  out, 
and  a  farmer  told  me,  that  when  he  ploLighed  an  or- 
chard, to  plant  early  potatoes,  he  could  have  covered 
the  potatoes  with  locusts,  they  were  in  such  quanti- 
ties; and  he  attributed  the  loss  of  three  fine  pigs,  to  an 
indigestion  by  consuming  them.  Whether  this  was  the 
true  cause  of  death  I  cannot  decide,  but  that  the  lo- 
custs form  a  very  acceptable  variety  of  food  for  domes- 
tic poultry,  is  very  apparent,  from  the  avidity  with 
which  every  description  pursue  and  devour  them. — 
I  recollect  being  informed  by  an  experienced  sports- 
man, that  during  one  of  the  periodical  accessions  of 
the  locusts,  he  tried  in  vain  for  three  days,  to  obtain  a 
trout  in  the  streams  of  Northampton,  as  the  fish  were 
so  well  fed  with  locusts,  they  would  not  bite  at  any  of 
his  baits. 

I  see  that  ducks  leave  the  crgek,  and  neglect  food 
they  generally  desire,  such  as  the  roes  and  cleanings 
of  shad,  to  range  the  woods  afler  locusts,  and  when 
they  fall  upon  the  water,  there  is  an  e«ger  scramble 
for  tliem;  while  chickens  and  guinea  fowls,rambling  at  a 
distance  from  the  farm  hou.se,  keep  a  sharp  look-out 
for  all  that  reach  the  ground. 

A  lady  who  recollects  their  last  appearance  says,  that 
season  was  very  favourable  for  poultry,  and  large  quan- 
tities were  raised,  with  little  care  of  the  hen  wife. 

I  think  all  kinds  of  birds  abound  unusually  in  the 
woods  this  spring. 

When  the  locusts  ascend  from  the  eartli,  which  I 
think  they  do  in  the  night,  they  crawl  up  some  ad- 
jacent tree,  fence,  or  other  convenience,  and  wait  the 
developement  essential  to  their  perfection.  The  air, 
the  temperature,  and  the  vital  functions  with  which 
they  are  endowed,  increase  their  size  and  form.  The 
colourless  membrane  which  covers  the  entire  body  and 
limbs,  dries,  separates  from  the  living  parts,  and  be- 
comes a  transparent  shell,  which,  splitting  in  the  form 
of  a  cross  upon  the  back  and  head,  according  to  a  regu- 
lar and  uniform  structure, the  winged  insect  appears,and 
gradually  assumes  its  full  colours. 

In  delivering^itself  from  its  original  covering,  it  holds 
tenaciously  by  a  small  twig,  leaf,  straw,  or  fibre.  The 
tail  and  body  appear  to  be  firstreleased,  as  I  have  found 
several  held  by  the  head  within  the  dried  iTiembrane, 
and  some  retained  by  a  wing  and  leg. 

In  a  few  instances,  either  from  positions  or  weakness, 
the  ordinary  processes  have  failed,  and  the  locusts  re-  j 
main  firmly  enclosed  in  an  unopened  shell.  Where 
any  difficulty  of  this  kind  af,pears,  the  black  ants  seize 
upon  the  feeble  and  devour  them.  I  saw  one  thus  at- 
tacked while  yet  palpitating  with  a  vain  effort  to  es- 
cape. These  assailants  know  well  how  to  discriminate; 
for  the  locusts,  after  being  extricated  from  the  shell, 
remain  upon  the  trees  to  dry  their  wings,  which  gradu- 
ally unfold,  and  gain  full  vigor,  size  and  color;  but  the 
abortions  are  alone  assaulted  by  the  ants. 

I  do  not  know  whether  the  locusts  have  originally 
been  deposited  under  or  near  certain  trees,  or  whether 
they  select  after  issuing  from  the  ground;  but,  appa- 
rently, they  affect  some  descriptions  more  than  others. 


Their  holes  are  mostly  to  be  found  under  fruit  trees  in 
an  orchard.  But  forest  trees  are  covered  with  the  living 
locusts.  I  have  observed  them  on  cherjy,  apple,  pear, 
chestnut  and  cedar  trees,  in  abundance;  an  old  lombar- 
dy  poplar  was  very  full;  on  a  small  branch  about  two 
feet  long,  I  counted  15  shells  and  11  locusts  awaiting 
their  full  powers;  and  a  small  stalk  with  leaves,  not  a 
span  In  length,  had  12  shells  on  it.  I  have  seen  3  shells 
crowded  upon  the  top  of  each  other,  and  these  desert- 
ed. The  leaves  of  a  poison  vine,  running  round  an  ash 
tree,  were  very  full  of  exuviae,  crowded  upon  each 
other,  as  were  the  leaves  of  the  butter  nut  also,  and 
those  of  the  black  oak.  There  are  many  on  the  rough 
b.ark  of  the  American  poplar,  on  the  black  mulberry, 
red  maple,  the  leaves  of  which  are  dotted  black  by  the 
late  frosts;  on  young  sassafras  anddogwood.  But  I  have 
not  seen  any  shells  or  locusts  upon  the  button-wood, 
green  or  weeping  willow,  wild  cherry,  hickory,  shell- 
bark,  beech,  black  walnut,  or  gum  trees.  The  stalks 
of  rye  in  an  orchard,  and  the  fields  about  it,  are  much 
frequented  by  them. 

Their  organs  of  voice,  or  noise,  are  not  perfected 
immediately  after  they  are  extricated  from  the  shell; 
they  seem  to  require  a  few  days  rest,  and  increased 
strength,  and  full  organization  to  prepare  for  this  exer- 
tion. In  the  country  they  were  heard  feebly  on  the  25th; 
on  the  26th  and  27th  more  loudly;  sounding  in  the 
woods  with  a  noise  something  between  th.at  of  a  chick- 
en-cock, when  he  warns  his  wives  of  a  distant  hawk, 
or  expresses  his  disapprobation  of  their  quarrelling,  and 
the  croaking  of  a  tree  frog.  Insects  of  all  kinds  are 
abundant:  catterpillars  devour  the  leaves  of  fruit  trees, 
and  sm.ill  flies  anticipate  us  with  cabbages,  eggplants, 
radishes,  &c. 

30ih  .May.  The  locusts  continue  to  issue  from  the 
ground  to-day  in  undiminished  numbers  -a  midtitude 
of  holes,  of  a  diameter  freely  to  permit  their  passage, 
seem  to  acrompatiy  the  ramifications  of  the  roots,  espe- 
cially of  old  fruit  trees,  and  in  some  places,  give  the  ap- 
pearance of  an  earthen  sieve  covered  with  their  aban- 
doned shells. 

2d  June.  The  cold  rain  on  the  first  of  June,  and 
previously,  arrested  the  perpetual  roaring,  to  Vifhicll 
the  noise  of  myriads  may  be  assimilated,  but  a  slight 
cessation  of  rain  and  increased  temperature  in  the 
middle  of  the  day,  again  permitted  it  to  resound.*  I 
believe  the  organs  which  yield  this  noise  are  peculiar 
only  to  the  males,  being  connected  with  the  sides,  and 
forming  a  kind  of  inflated,  closed,  crmped  ruffle,  which 
dilates  and  vibrates  at  their  will.  When  in  full  roar, 
the  chorus  is  like  the  accord  of  watchman's  rattles  and 
humming  lops!  What  are  the  shapes  which  this  in- 
sect assumes  In  its  previous  transformations,  1  am  una- 
ble to  state,  and  have  no  reference  at  hand  to  inform 


*It  is  easy  to  judge  of  the  external  .temperature  in 
the  morning  before  you  rise,  by  the  thermometer  of 
their  cries.  During  the  northeast  wind  all  was  silent 
this  morning — with  a  south  wind  all  is  noise. 


Sheep. — The  following  are  the  respective  weights  of 
ten  sheep,  raised  and  fattened  by  John  Bradley,  (for- 
merly of  Chester  County)  of  Carnarvon  township,  Lan- 
caster county. 

1st.  189  lbs.  6th.  123  lbs- 

2d.  146  7lh.  119 

3d.  139|  8th.  110 

4th.  135  9th.  108 

5th.  129  10th.  106i 

738}  566i 


10)1305J 

130^  average  weight. — Peim  Inq. 
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ilEPORT  ON  THE   CHESAPEAKE    AND    DELA- 
WAUE  CANAL. 

Fifteenth  General  Report  of  the  Fresidmt  and  Directors 

of  the   Chesapeake  and' Delaware  Canal  Company. — 

June  2d,  1834. 

The  Board  of  President  and  DireLlors  of  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Delaware  Canal  Conipaii}',  submit  to  the 
proprietors  the  Annual  Report  of  the  concerns  of  the 
Company,  with  the  statement  of  the  Treasury. 

To  the  members  of  the  Board,  it  is  a  subject  of  pr.ln- 
ful  regret,  that  it  is  not  in  their  power  to  make  a  more 
favorable  exposition  of  tlie  situation  of  the  Company, 
than  that  contained  in  the  present  report.  The}-,  how- 
ever deem  it  alike  due  to  the  stockliolders,  and  to  them- 
selves, to  give  a  brief  sketch  of  some  of  the  difficulties 
and  embarrassments  that  have  been  encountered  during 
the  past  year,  which  have  been  among  the  principal 
causes,  by  which  the  Company  has  been  placed  in  its 
present  position. 

These  causes  have  been  of  such  characters,  as  were 
neither  to  be  anticipated  nor  avoided;  and  no  alterna- 
tive was  left  but  to  yield  to  them,  or  promptly  to  meet 
their  consequences, and  as  faras  practicable  lessen  their 
evil  effects.  The  latter  course  has  been  successfully 
adopted. 

In  December  last,  a  violent  .storm  so  raised  the  wa- 
ters of  the  Delaware  river,  that  its  embankmen's,  from 
near  New  Castle  to  the  eastern  outlet  of  the  canal,  at 
Delaware  City,  were  in  m.any  places  swept  away.  The 
water  in  the  canal,  by  the  same  cause,  and  by  the  in- 
creased height  of  the  river,  was  also  raised  above  its  or- 
diniry  limits  in  thclower  level,  and  broke  over  its  em- 
bankments in  three  different  places;  by  which  the  wa- 
ter of  the  canal,  on  that  level,  escaped  from  it,  and  over- 
flowed the  adjacent  low  grounds.  This  event  caused 
notonlj'  the  loss  of  money,  necessary  for  the  repairs  of 
the  damages  sustained,  but  also  the  loss  of  revenue  from 
the  canal,  during  the  time  its  navigation  was  sus- 
pended, which  was  for  about  ten  days;  at  the  end  of 
which  period  it  w.as  closed  for  the  season  by  ice. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  present  season,  indications 
were  shown  of  an  extensive  slip,  or  sinking  of  the  earth, 
about  to  take  place  on  the  upper  level  of  the  canal,  in 
that  part  of  it  where  the  excavation  had  been  the  deep- 
est, and  the  spoil  banks  the  highest. 

1  he  vast  extent  of  this  slip,  it  being  .about  one  thou- 
sand feet  in  length,  and  extending  nearly  two  hundred 
feet  back  from  the  canal,  and  where  the  embankments 
were  from  eighty  to  one  hundred  feet  above  the  water 
in  it,  created  apprehensions  that  the  navigation  of  the 
canal  would  be  for  a  time  entirely  closed,  by  the  sliding 
of  this  earth  into  the  channel  of  it. 

This,  however,  was  prevented  by  immedi.ately  ap- 
plying a  large  force,  and  removing  the  eai  tl\  very  rap- 
id! x ,  by  which  means  the  serious  consequences  of  an 
entire  stoppage  of  the  navigation  were  a\(iiled.  Tiie 
sinkiiig  and  pressure  of  this  immense  mass  of  moving 
earth,  had  how  ver  the  effect  of  forcinff  up  the  bottom 
of  the  ciiial  o;)i)os  le  to  it,  l)^)W(en  th  ce  and  f  ur  fret 
at  ovethe  r^  gul.ir  ev  I.  and  cons.^q  leutlv,  d.creasng 
to  that  ■  Ment  the  draught  ot  wa  er  in  that  place.  Ano- 
ther sl-p,  similar  in  ei  er>  respect,  except  in  being  much 
less  extensive,  took  place  nearly  opposite  to  this  one. 
Vol.  Xlll.  4.7 


The  same  plan  of  operations  vvas  pursued  in  that  case> 
and  witii  like  effect. 

The  work  on  tlicse  two  slips  had  been  nearly  com- 
pleted, and  a  dredging  machine  was  employed  in  clear- 
ing out  tiie  earth  that  had  risen  in  the  bottom  of  the 
canal  opposite  tn  them,  when  another  disaster  took 
place,  which,  at  first  view,  was  supposed  by  most  per- 
sons would  close  the  navigation  for  the  present  season, 
and  involve  an  immense  expenditure  in  repairing  the 
damages  that  would  arise  from  it.  This  was  a  breactl 
in  the  embaidcment  wiiich  had  been  made  across  the 
former  bed  of  Broad  creek,  for  tiie  purpose  of  holding 
up  the  water  for  the  summit  level  of  the  canal.  This 
embankment  had  a  base  of  about  one  hundred  teet,  was 
twenty  feet  wide  on  the  top,  and  raised  about  two  feet 
above  the  high  water  line  of  the  canal.  After  its  sta- 
bility had  been  tested  by  several  years,  no  apprehen- 
sions were  entertained  in  relation  to  it.  Yet  at  a  tinie 
when  there  had  been  no  recent  storm,  nor  other  appa- 
rent cause,  by  which  the  bank  could  have  been  injur- 
ed, a  breach  in  it  took  place,  which  in  a  very  short 
time  was  extended  to  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet 
in  width,  througli  which,  at  about  d.aylight  on  the  19th 
of  April  last,  the  water  of  the  upper  level  was  found  to 
be  rapidly  passing  out  to  Broad  creek. 

The  water  on  this  level  covers  a  space  of  about  five 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  was  at  that  time  upwards 
of  ten  feet  in  depth.  Notwithstanding  the  velocity 
with  which  this  immense  quantity  of  water  was  rushing 
out  through  the  opening  in  the  bank,  a  dam  was  thrown 
across  the  western  end  of  the  deep  cut,  at  a  place  called 
Bell  Hill,  and  by  this  means  about  six  and  a  half  feet 
of  water  was  retained,  in  all  that  p.art  of  the  canal  lying 
east  of  that  point,  being  about  seven  miles  in  length, 
and  covering  probably  four  hundred  and  fifty  acres. 

By  this  operation  which  was  promptly  and  judicious- 
ly effected  by  the  superintendent,  not  only  a  large 
quantity  of  water  was  saved,  but  the  serious  injuries 
prevented,  which  otherwise  might  have  taken  place  in 
the  "deep  cut,"  by  the  sudden  abstraction  of  water 
depriving  the  sides  of  it  of  support — and  the  loss  of 
time  and  cost  of  repairs  made  comparatively  light. 

Measures  were  immediately  adopted,  to  repair,  as 
soon  as  practicable,  the  various  damages  the  canal  had 
sustained.  These  were  the  breach  through  the  em- 
bankment at  Bro.ad  creek,  the  destruction  of  an  abut- 
ment of  the  western  pivot  bridge,  which  had  been 
swept  away,  and  the  settling  and  sliding  into  the  bed  of 
the  canal  of  a  large  quantity  of  the  towing  path,  which 
was  also  otherwise  broken,  and  much  injured  for  up- 
wards of  a  mile.  These  damages  have  been  so  far  re- 
paiied,  that  the  navigation  of  the  canal  has  been  again 
resumed,  by  vessels  drawing  six  feet  water,  after  a  sus- 
pension  of  thirty  days,  and  at  a  cost  very  small,  in 
amount  to  tiiat  which  in  the  first  instance  was  antici- 
pated. .    , .     ,. 

Ojie  of  the  most  s  r  nus  consfqncnces  of  this  disas- 
ter, has  been  the  loss  ot  wa'er  from  the  summit  level. 
The  excess  of  water  lull  on  this  level,  above  what  was 
nece'sar_\  fo  ■  the  passage  of  the  ordinary  cl  ss  ot  ves- 
sels that"  n.ivi,'a;e  the  canal,  wai  (ne  of  'he  ni<a.us  to 
supply  the  requisite  quantity  of  water  during  the 
drought  ofsumm.r.  Ihis  has  been  lost,  and  the  itser- 
voirs,  which  w«re  the  remaining  resources,  have  been 
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emptied  into  the  canal  to  supply  its  present  wants.  If 
therefore,  the  weather  should  be  dry  during-  the  ensu- 
ing summer  months,  there  will  probably  be  u  deficien- 
cy of  wat  r  on  the  summit  level. 

Such  precaution.iry  measures  have  been  adopted  in 
relation  to  the  embankment  at  Broad  creik,  as  will,  it 
is  believed,  entirely  prevent  the  recurrence  of  an  evil, 
similar  to  tliat  which  has  lately  taken  place,  whether  it 
may  have  been  caused  by  accident  or  design. 

The  canal,  locks,  bridges,  culverts,  and  waste  wiers, 
are  in  the  usual  order,  and  will  not,  it  is  hoped,  require 
any  unusual  expenditure  this  season,  unless  it  blii.tild 
be  hereaiter  found  necessary  still  further  lo  protect  the 
banks,  or  to  obtain  an  additional  supply  of  water. 

The  various  disasters  that  have  occurred  on  the  canal 
during  the  past  year,  have  been  the  means  or"  decreas- 
ing the  revenue  of  the  Corr.pany,  and  have  greatly  ad- 
ded to  its  expenses.  P'rom  these  causes,  as  well  as 
from  the  general  prostratiim  of  trade,  b\'  which  the  bu- 
siness of  the  canal  has  been  materially  afFecled,  tiie  re- 
ceipts of  toll  for  the  last  year  have  been  less  than  the 
preceding  year  whilst  the  expenditures  of  the  Company 
have  necessarily  been  greater. 

This  state  of  things  has  created  an  embarrassment  in 
the  finances  of  the  Companv,  which  has  prevented  the 
disposal  of  the  loan,  hitherto  authorized,  and  the  pay- 
ment of  the  inteiest  on  the  loans  which  was  due  in 
January  last,  and  must  have  the  same  effect  on  the 
interest  which  becom-.s  due  in  July  n  xt.  These  sus- 
pended payments  of  interest,  some  if  the  persons  to 
whom  they  are  due  propose  to  have  converted  into  loan 
payable,  with  interest,  when  the  finances  of  the  Com 
pany  may  hereafter  enable  that  to  be  done.  On  this 
subject  nothing  has  been  determined. 

Soon  after  a  suspension  of  the  payment  of  interest,  a 
request  was  made  by  the  baiks  from  whom  money  had 
been  borrowed  for  the  completion  of  the  canal  and 
other  purposes  of  the  Company;  that  fuitlier  security 
should  be  given  to  them  for  their  respective  loans.  As 
the  board  had  no  disposition  to  cause  tlie  expenses  in- 
cident to  suits  at  law  for  obtaining  verdicts,  it  was  de- 
termined that  judgments  should  be  given  to  the  banks 
for  the  amounts  respectively  due  them,  wl  ich  was 
directed  to  be  done,  and  the  usual  proceedings  took 
place. 

Since  the  last  annual  report,  the  long  pending  suit 
of  Mr.  John  Randal,  jr.  against  the  Chesapeake  and 
Delaware  Canal  Corrpanj^,  has  been  tried,  and  a  ver- 
dict of  ,§226,385  84  g 


The  following  statement  will  show  the  number  of 
passages  through  the  canal,  and  the  amount  of  toll  re- 
ceived during  corresponding  perotls  of  the  last  aiKi  the 
preceding  years. 

Numher  of  Pasfnires. 

From  Del.  |  From  Ches.  |  Total- 
From  Jnne  1.  18:2,  to 


Jan.  1,1833,                    2300 

2325 

4625 

From  Jan.  1,   1833,  to 

June  1,  1833,                    1055 

nil 

2166 
6791 

From  June  1,  1833,  to 

Jan.  1,  1834,                    2136 

2035 

4171 

From  Jan.  1,  1834,  to 

June  1,  1834,                      66r 

600 

1267 
5438 

JImount  of  Tolls. 

From  June   1,  1832,  to  Jan. 

1,  1833,                                      ^3/ 

371  15 

From    Jan.   1,  1833,  to  June 

1,  1833,                                      23, 

789  23 

61,160  58 

From   June  1,  1833,  to  Jan. 

1.  1834,                                      $42 

678  32 

From  Jan.   1,  1834,   to  June 

1,  1834,                                        11,413  34 

54.091  66 

I 


In  almost  every  work  of  internal  improvement  that 
has  been  attempted  in  our  country,  losses  and  difficul- 
ties have  been  expeiienced;  and  each  company  have 
had  their  seasons  of  gloom,  which  have  generally  pass- 
ed by,  and  given  place  to  belter  times.  The  past  year 
in  y  emphatically  be  called  the  gloomy  period  of  this 
Compimy.  But  still  it  has  not  been  so  cheerless  as  to 
forbid  the  hopes  that  it  too  will  pass  away,  and  that  tlve 
expectations  of  those  who  have  promoted  this  great 
and  useful,  though  difficult  work,  may  yet  be  realized. 
After  having  given  an  outline  of  some  of  the  embar- 
rassments that  have  been  met  by  the  Company,  it  m.iy 
also  be  proper,  on  the  other  hand,  to  glance  at  its  fu- 
turCj  and,  it  is  hoped,  its  better  prospects.  Until  the 
general  prostration  of  trade  lust  autumn,  the  business  of 
the  canal  was  increasing,  and  there  is  every  probability 
that  it  will  again  increase,  as  soon  as  commmerce  is  re- 
against  the  Company,  after  a    lieved  from  its  present  j>aralyzed  state. 


long  trial  and  various  arijuments  on  the  legal  points  In-  The  opening  of  the  Delaware  and  Raritan  Canal, 
volved  in  the  case.  The  questions  that  arose  in  the  which  is  expected  to  take  place  in  a  week  or  two,  will 
courseof  the  trial,  in  relation  to  the  construction  of  the  I  complete  the  ch?.in  of  inland  sloop  navigation,  from 
contract  between  Mr.  Randal  and  the   Company,  were!  the  north  to  the  south;  of  this  chain, the  Chesapeake  and 


very  generally,  in  all  material  points,  decided  against 
the  Company.  To  some  of  the  decisions,  vitally  afl'ecting 
the  case,  legal  exceptions  Iiave  been  taken,  which  gen- 
tlemen eminent  in  the  law,  confidently  believe  can  be 
fully  sustained. 

On  the  extraordinary  issue  of  this  suit,  and  the  va- 
rious circumstances  connected  with  it,  the  board  do  not 
think  properto  make  a  single  comment. 

Nothing  further  has  been  done  in  relation  to  this  mat- 
ter, since  the  verdict  was  rendered. 

The  tolls  received  since  the  last  Report  amount  to 
g54,091  66,  principally  arising  fiom    vessels    loaded 
with  the  following  ai-ticles,  viz: 
517  packets  carrying  merchandize. 
1152  vessels,  carrying  wood     30,S70  cords. 

337       do.     and  arks,  carrying  lum- 


bcr. 

8,593,836  feet. 

40 

do. 

do. 

flour,        13.262  barr'ls. 

155 

do. 

do. 

wheat, corn, 

&c.       223,037  bush's. 

418 

do. 

do. 

oyster.s,          8,015  tons. 

2819 

do. 

do. 

cotton,  iron,  coal,  whiskey, 

and  other  articles. 
5438  passages  made  through  the  canal,  from  June  1st 
1833,  to  June  Isf,  1834. 


Delaware  Canal  has,  hitherto,  been  but  an  unconnected 
link.  This  event,  it  is  believed,  will  be  highly  bene- 
ficial to  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Compa- 
ny, by  giving  lo  it  tolls  on  a  portion  of  that  immense 
trade  between  the  north  eastern  and  southern  states, 
which  now  passes  by  the  sea-coast.  Although  this 
probably  will  not  immediately  change  the  aspect  of  the 
Company's  affairs,  yet  its  effects  will  no  doubt  soon  be 
felt  on  the  revenue,  and  will  progressively  augment  it. 
The  fame  effect  must  also  result  from  the  internal  im- 
prove menis  of  the  southern  and  western  states,  that  are 
now  in  prcgress--each  of  which,  as  they  become  com- 
pleted, wilf  open  a  new  channel  for  trade  and  inter- 
course with  the  north — and  the  Chesapeake  and  Dela- 
ware, and  the  Delaware  and  Raritan  Canals,will  proba- 
bly be  the  great  avenues  through  which  the  heavy  por- 
tions of  this  trade  must  pass,  and  be  therefore  greatly 
benefited. 

Signed  by  order  and  on  behalf  of  the  President  and 
Directors. 

R.  M.  LEWIS,  President. 

S.  GnirriTTs  Fisueb,  Secretary. 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Office,  ? 
June  2d,  1834.     S 
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At  an  election,   held  June  2d,  1834,  the   following 
gentlemen  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year: — 
President. 
Uobei-tM.  Lewis. 
Directors. 
Isaac  C.  .Tones,  John  Hemphill, 

William  Piatt,  William  Phillips, 

John  C.Smith,  Heniy  D.  Gilpin, 

Henry  Cope,  Thomas  BiJdIe, 

Alg-ernon  S.Roberts. 
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(Continued  from  page  361.) 
Of  IVarrants- 

A  warrant  must  be  judged  of  as  it  appears  on  the 
face  of  it;  and  whether  it  is  sufficiently  descriptive  of, 
or  locates  precisely  the  lands  in  question,  can  only  be 
determined  by  testimony  ascertaining  the  local  situation 
of  the  grounds,  and  the  natural  and  artificial  boundaries 
and  marks  contained  therein.  And  the  intention  oCthe 
party  is  of  no  moment,  unless  it  is  reduced  to  writing 
in  the  warrant.  But  such  intention  may  be  given  in 
evidence  against  the  warrantee. 

So  determined,  at  Huntingdon,  May,  1793,  before 
M'Kean,  C  J.  and  Yeates,  J.  in  the  Lessee  of  F.  M- 
Nesbit  V.  Titus,  Kerrand  Uankin,  (MSS.  Reports.) 

The  witness  was  offered,  to  prove  the  parol  declara- 
tions of  the  secretary  of  the  Land  Office  at  the  time  of 
issuing  the  warrant,  the  claims  of  Uankin  to  the  lands 
in  question,  and  his  intentions  in  taking  out  the  warrant; 
and  also  the  applications  of  the  witness,  as  agent  of 
Rankin,  to  Richard  I  ea,  the  deputy  surveyor  of  the 
district  to  cause  the  lands  to  be  surveyed,  and  what 
passed  thereon. 

The  court  expressed  themselves  as  above  stated. 
They  said  it  would  be  of  the  most  mischievous  conse- 
quences to  the  community  to  allow  the  two  first  species 
of  evidence  to  be  given;  nor  under  such  a  pr.ictice 
would  any  one  be  safe  in  his  title  to  lands.  It  would  in- 
troduce eveiy  evil  which  the  act  of  assembly  resjiecting 
frauds  and  perjuries,  was  intended  to  [irevent.  'I  he 
declarations  of  the  secretary  of  the  Land  Office  cannot 
have  any  legal  operation.  If  any  particular  agreement 
was  made,  or  special  indulgences  intended  by  him  in 
behalf  of  the  .^pplicant,  they  should  have  been  commit- 
ted to  writing,  (  r  inserted  in  the  warrant,  or  in  the 
written  directions  lo  the  deputy  surveyor  to  make  the 
survej',  that  they  might  be  open  to  the  view  of  every 
one  who  might  be  desirous  of  investigating  the  title. 

As  to  the  arpiications  by  the  witness  to  the  deputy 
surveyor  to  make  the  survey,  and  what  p.assed  thereon, 
it  is  proper  evidence;  because  it  is  an  act  done  in  pro- 
secution of  the  title,  and  tends  to  show,  that  no  laches, 
or  neglect,  is  imputable  to  the  party  who  took  out  the 
warrant,  but  that  he  makes  the  proper  efforts  to  com- 
plete his  title.  Such  evidence  is  constantly  received. 
Were  it  otherwise,  it  would  scarcely  ever  be  possible 
to  show  fraud  or  improper  conduct  on  the  part  of  the 
deputy  surveyor.  In  contests  like  the  present,  it  is  of 
great  moment  to  establish  that  the  party's  pretentions 
have  been  duly  followed  up  without  negligence;  that 
he  has  not  lain  idly  by,  while  surveys  have  been  made 
on  the  lands  for  other  persons;  and  that  when  a  survey 
adverse  to  his  claims  has  been  made,  he  has  filed  his 
caveat  in  a  reasonable  time  for  bringing  the  matter  to  a 
hearing  before  the  Koard  of  Property. 

And  in  the  lessee  of  Bartram  Galbreate  v.  Philip 
Maus,  at  Northumberland,  Oct.  1797,  before  the  same 
judges,  (MSS.  Reports.)  On  argument,  the  court  ruled, 
that  parol  evidence  of  party's  intentions  in  entering  an 
application  for  lands  in  the  secretary's  office,  cannot  be 
received  to  assist,  or  bolster  up  an  indcscriptivc  loca- 
tion of  the  lands  in  controversy.  The  efficacy  of  an 
tpplication  must  depend  on  the  written  words  of  it;  this 


is  the  only  notice  the  applier  gives  of  his  intentions  to 
appropriate  certain  lands,  and  the  adverse  party  shall 
only  be  effected  therewith.  Absolute,  precise  certain- 
ty, however,  is  not  to  be  expected  in  the  descriptions 
of  lands  to  be  surveyed  in  a  new  country.  It  has  been 
often  said,  that  they  need  only  to  be  certain  to  a  c  m- 
mon  intent.  Yet  the  intentions  of  an  applier  for  la -S  ds 
may  be  given  in  evidence  agaitist  him  to  defeat  his  ()ie- 
tcntions  to  the  object  in  "dispute,  by  showing  that  he  in- 
tended to  locate  other  lands.  Because  the  mischiefs 
and  inconveniences  attending  the  former  case,  do  not 
exist  here.  The  rest  of  mankind  are  not  prejudiced,  or 
injured  by  such  testimony;  it  only  affects  the  party  who 
declares  his  views  and  designs  in  the  contract,  to  what 
particular  spot  he  considered  it  as  referable. 

In  the  lessee  of  Irwin  v.  Bear  and  Owen,  at  a  circuit 
court,  Northumberland,  October,  1805,  before  Yeates, 
J.  The  controversy  was  chiefly  respecting  the  relative 
merit  of  the  applications,  whether  they  were  descriptive 
of  the  lands  in  question. 

The  defendajit's  counsel  offered  to  show  that  the  ori- 
ginal owner  of  the  application  under  which  he  claimed, 
who  made  the  discovery,  was,  when  he  made  the  de- 
scription thereof,  on  a  certain  stream  of  water  running 
through  the  land  in  question,  and  that  the  said  stream 
of  water  was  then  considered  by  him,  and  the  people 
with  him  as  the  second  fork  of  Fishing  creek,  (which 
the  location  called  for;)  and  that  then,  and  sitting  upon 
a  log  on  the  land,  he  made  the  description  thereof, 
wliich  was  inserted  m  his  application;  which  was  oppo- 
sed. 

By  the  Court.  Part  of  the  testimony  ofTered  is  admis- 
sible, and  part  thereof  is  inadmissible. 

The  sentiments  of  the  people  as  to  streams  of  water, 
and  the  names  whereby  they  were  usually  called;  at  an 
eaily  day,  when  the  country  was  unexplored,  may  cer- 
tainly be  given  in  evidence;  and  due  allowance  will  be 
made  for  inaccuracies  in  these  particulars;  but  this  in- 
dulgence must  be  confined  within  reasonable  bounds; — 
it  cannot  vary  the  locality  of  the  lands  described  in  the 
warrant  or  application. 

The  decisions  have  unformly  been,  that  such  incep- 
tions of  right,  must  be  judged  of  ea;  visceribus  suis,  froni 
what  appears  on  the  face  of  them.  Whether  they  suffi- 
ciently describe,  or  locate  precisely,  particular  lands, 
can  only  be  determined  by  comparing  the  terms  where- 
in they  are  expressed,  witli  the  natural,  or  artificial 
boundaries  described  therein;  and  these  boundaries 
must  be  ascertained  by  evidence,  either  written  or  oral. 
It  is  of  no  avail  what  the  intention  of  the  par  y  is,  if  he 
does  not  reduce  it  to  writing  when  he  applies  for  the 
lands;  though  his  intention  may  be  given  in  evidence 
against  him  to  defeat  his  claim  to  other  lands  than  those 
he  really  meant. 

These  rules  are  bottomed  on  sound  policy,  and  con- 
duce to  justice,  common  safety,  and  public  conveni- 
ence. A  contrary  practice  necessarily  tends  to  error, 
litigation,  fraud,  and  perjury.  A  contract  is  the  act  of 
two  minds:  it  either  binds  both  parties,  or  is  obligatory 
on  neither.  1  he  venders  of  lands,  whether  they  be  the 
general  lords  of  the  soil,  or  private  individuals,  are 
bound  by  the  plain  meaning  of  their  written  contracts. 
If  the  description  of  lands  be  materially,  or  radically  de- 
fective, and  natur.ally  lead  to  mistake,  the  party  apply- 
ing must  impute  his  misfortune  to  himself.  How  can 
any  man  safely  lay  oat  his  money  in  taking  uplands, 
unless  by  applying  to  the  public  offices,  he  can  discover 
whether  the  lands  have  been  bef  u-e  appropriated?  He 
cannot  penetrate  into  the  bosoms  of  others,  nor  receive 
information,  that  a  particular  tract  not  described  in  » 
location,  was  intended  by  the  party  sitting  on  a  log, 
lying  on  the  land  !  1  he  latter  part  of  the  evidence 
offered,  must  be  overruled.  (MSS.  Reports.) 

The  location  of  a  warrant  must  be  collected  from  its 
own  wonls  compared  with  the  state  of  the  country  at 
the  time;  not  from  the  terms  of  the  Receiver  General't 
receipt,  which  remains  in  the  party's  custody,  and  could 
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not  operate  as  notice  of  his  pretentions  to  other  appli- 
ers  for  lands,  before  a  survey  is  innde.  Peters's  lessee 
▼.  Fetter,  Bedford,  October,  1809.  (MSS.  Ueports.) 

A  warrant  describing-  lands  particulurly,  but  stating 
their  situation  in  one  county  «  hen  tlu-y  lie  in  another, 
is  binding  on  the  commonwealth,  after  receipt  of  the 
purchase  money.  So  held  in  the  lessee  of  '1  homas 
Grant  V.  Daniel  Kddy,  Norlhumberland,  October,  1796, 
before  Yeates  and  Smith, justices,  (MSS-  Reports.)  1  he 
court  observed  that  the  name  of  the  county  mu'-t  be 
considered  as  matter  of  description,  liie  lines  of  the 
two  contiguous  counties  were  not  run.  The  plaintiff 
knew  not  in  whicli  of  the  counties  tlie  lands  would  lie, 
and  therefore  designates  them  in  his  warrants  in  the  one 
county,  or  the  other.  An  individual  conveying  400 
acres  of  land  for  an  adequate  consideration  to  another, 


at  Braddock's  crossings,  on  the  west  side  of  Mononga- 
hela  river,  14  miles  from  Fort  Pitt."  The  foregoing 
application  of  Ross,  No.  3116,  calling  for  300  acres  at 
Biaddock's  upper  crossings,  on  the  west  side  of  Monon- 
galiela,  about  14  miles  from  Fort  Pitt,"  and  the  survey 
returned  tliereon;  the  atlainder  of  said  Ross  of  high 
treason,  in  consequence  of  the  act  of  assembly  of  6th  of 
March,  1778.  A  sale  by  public  vendue  by  the  agents 
of  forfeited  estates  of  Westmoreland  county,  (before 
the  division  of  AUeglieny  tlierefroin,)  to  the  's.aid  James 
.M'Kee,  for  3.5/.  on  the  12th  of  March,  1784,  and  a  pat- 
ent thereon  toliim,  reciting  the  above  parliculars,  dated 
29lh  of  December,  1785. 

It  did  not  appear  in  evidence,  tliat  Blaine,  after  the 
conveyance  to  him  by  Byers,  took  any  steps  whatever 
to  obtain  a  survey,  or  file  a  caveat  against  the  survey  of 


and  placing  its  situation.in  the  county  of  Luzerne;  yet    Uoss,  or  use  any  diligence  in  following  up  his  preten 

if  it  should  afterwards  appear,  (from   o;her  precise  de- 1  sions  to  the  land,  until  he  obtained  the'judgment  of  the 

..  1  _,i:__!„._  ._„  i_  N.L1,   ...,_  .._-.!_._.-.]. .1     3(,m.(|  of  Property  in  1783.     But  how  tlie  controversy 


scriptions,  and  adjoining  lands,)  that  the  tract  intended 
to  be  purchased,  was  situate  in  tire  county  of  Northum- 
berland. It  will  not  be  seriously  doubted,  that  the  ven- 
dor should  be  bound  thereb}-,  and  that  he  is  not  at  lib- 
erty to  grant  the  same  tract  to  another.  Why  from 
parity  of  reason,  should  not  the  commonwealth  be 
bound  by  the  act  of  their  proper  officers. 

The  court  alio  observed,  that  it  wou!d  be  highly  un- 
teasonable  to  expect  the  same  precision  and  correctness 
in  the  descriptive  parts  of  warrants  to  take  up  lands  in 
a  tract  o*'  territory  newly  explored,  as  wliere  tlie  adja- 
cent country  had  been  fully  settled  and  long  known, 
T  his  remai'k  holds  witii  peculiar  force,  in  the  descrip- 
tion of  waters  flowing  througli  a  considerable  extent  of 
ground,  wliere  parts  of  the  stream  may  be  properly 
deemed  main  branches  in  reference  to  other  parts  in  the 
newly  discovered  lands,  but  which,  on  taking  the  whole 
river,  or  creek,  into  view,  could  not  thus  be  denomina- 
ted with  proprieiy.  It  has  long  been  considered  suffi- 
cient, if  the  warrant  Is  so  couched,  as  to  point  out  the 
lands  contemplated  with  certainty  to  a  common  intent. 
Where  an  object  visibly  marked  is  referred  to,  it  redu- 
ces general  and  indescriptive  expressions  to  a  fixed  cer- 
tainty. 

Of  abandonment,  and  of  ski  fled  or  removed  warrants  and 
applications. 

The  subject  of  abandonment  has  been  incidentally 
■mentioned  in  Nesbit  v.  Titus;  but  the  circumstances 
under  wliicli  an  abandonment  sliall  be  presumed  are 
various,  tliat  it  is  necessary  to  a  full  understanding  of 
the  law  on  tliis  head  to  give  the  cases  pretty  much  in 
detail;  and  the  doctrine  of  removed  warrants  will  be 
found  to  be  connected  so  much  with  that  of  abandon- 
ment, as  to  render  it  impracticable  to  separate  them 
without  a  tedious  and  unnecessary  repetition. 

Lessee  of  Kpliraim  Blaine  v.  George  Ci'awford  and 
Henry  Fore,  Allegheuv,  May,  1793,  before  M'Kean,  C. 
J.  and  Yeates,  J.    (MSS.  Reports.) 

The  plaintiff  founded  his  title  on  an  application, 
dated  6th  of  April,  1769,  No.  2860,  in  the  name  of  James 
Byers.  jun.  for  300  acres  of  land,  up  the  bent  of  .\Ionon- 
gahela,  on  the  west  side,  near  or  adjoining  General 
Braddock's  road.  A  conveyunce  from  Byers  to  Blaine, 
dated,  28th  of  June,  1769;  a  judgment  of  the  Board  of 
Pioperty  on  the  1st  of  September,  1783,  (which  was 
not  sliown  in  evidence  further  than  as  recited  in  plain- 
tiff's  patent.  )  A  warrant  for  the  acceptance  of  a  sur- 
vey said  to  have  been  made  for  Alexander  Ross,  25th 
of  November,  1769.  On  an  application  in  his  name, 
dated,  20th  of  April,  1769,  No.  3116,  whose  right  was 
declared  to  be  invalidated,  on  Byers'sapplicaticn,  Dec. 
23d,  178'),and  a  patent  to  Blaine,  26th  of  Dec.  1784, 
reciting  as  above. 

The  defendants  held  under  one  James  M'Kee,  who 
claimed  the  premises  under  a  permission  granted  by 
Captain  Charles  Edmonstone,  commanding  officer  at 
Fort  Pitt,  dated,  29lh  of  September,  176S,  to  the  said 
Alexander  Ross,  "  To  settle  and  improve  a  tract  of  land 


originated  before  them  was  not  shown,  or  whether 
any  person  was  notified,  or  did  appear,  in  support  of 
the  claim,  late  of  Alexander  Ross. 

But  it  was  proved  by  several  witnesses,  "that  the  said 
James  M'Kee,  first  seated  himself  on  the  land,  and  be- 
gan to  build  a  cabin  about  Christmas,  1768,  which  was 
finished  in  1769;  afterthe  office  opened,  and  originally 
held  it  by  w  hat  he  falsely  called  an  improvement,  which 
he  had  continued  by  himself  or  his  tenants,  up  to  the 
present  period;  and  that  at  the  time  of  commencing 
the  ejectment,  he  Iiad  a  good  house,  barn,  stables,  some 
meadow  ground,  ami  above  60  acres  of  land  cleared  or» 
the  farm.  That  an  application  had  been  sent  to  Phila- 
delphia, to  be  entered  for  this  land,  which  had  mVscar- 
ried;  but  that  under  an  impression  that  the  location 
had  been  sent  by  mistake  to  a  wrong  surveyor,  the  sur- 
vey  had  been  actually  made  for  the  said  James  M'Kee, 
and  51.  paid  for  surveying  fees. 

It  was  also  proved  by  one  of  the  agents  of  forfeited 
estates,  that  the  premises  had  been  advertised  for  sale 
by  order  of  the  su^jreme  executive  council,  and  were 
publicly  sold  at  Pittsburg,  by  outcry,  on  the  12th  of 
March,  1784,  (no  one  setting  up,  or  pretending  any 
claim  or  title,)  to  the  said  Jatnes  M'Kee,  for  35/.  who 
paid  him  the  consideration  money  at  that  time;  that  he 
made  return  thereofwithin  five  or  six  months  afterwards 
to  the  council;  and  that  in  December,  1785,  he  paid 
the  money  into  the  treasury^  and  Blaine  meeting  him 
in  Philadelphia,  first  acquainted  him  of  his  having  a 
title  and  patent  for  the  lands,  and  desired  him  not  to 
proceed  on  the  sale,  to  which  he  answered,  that  having 
sold,  and  paid  the  money  into  the  treasury,  he  was 
bound  to  go  on,  in  discharge  of  his  duty;  that  he  infor- 
med the  council  of  what  had  passed  between  himself 
and  Blaine;  but  on  consideration  they  awarded  a  patent 
to  is-iie  to  M'Kee. 

It  was  likewise  shown,  that  the  location  of  Ross  was 
more  precisely  descriptive  of  the  lands  in  question,  than 
that  of  Byers;  the  former  being  better  adapted  to  the 
swell  of  the  bottom  land  in  the  bend  of  the  river  Mo- 
nong.ihela.  To  obviate  the  objection  that  Blaine  did 
not  give  notice  of  his  title  to  the  lands  at  the  sale  made 
by  the  agents,  it  w.is  proved,  that  he  proceeded  from 
Pittsburg  to  Kentucky,  on  the  21s;  of  November,  1783, 
and  did  not  return  from  thence  until  the  month  of  June 
following. 

Yeates,  J.  (the  C.  justice  being  indisposed,)  charged 
the  jury.  He  observed  that  it  was  incumbent  on  the 
plaintiff  to  make  out  a  good  tiile  before  he  could  recov- 
er the  lands  in  question;  and  that  the  real  gist  of  the 
controversy  lay  in  a  proper  comparison  of  the  rights  of 
Blaine  and  Ross,  previous  to  either  of  the  patents  being 
issued.  Applications  in  the  Land  Office,  after  the  open- 
ing of  it,  on  the  3d  of  April,  1769,  are  the  inceptions  of 
titles  when  duly  pursued.  Men  ly  o(  itself  such  a  loca- 
tion creates  no  right;  no  part  of  the  purchase  money  is 
paid,  No  title  vests  thereby,  nor  does  it  form  any  con- 
tract  on  which  the  party  could  be  sued  by  the  proprie- 
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taries,  or  the  state,  until  a  survey  is  made,  designating 
the  parly's  pretensions  by  metes  and  bounds.  When 
such  a  localion  is  followed  up  with  proper  diligence,  it 
will  give  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  the  lands  prescribed 
therein.  But  any  location  may,  like  the  imperfect  title 
of  improvement,  be  forfeited  by  abandonment  or  dere- 
liction. AVhere  there  has  been  negligence  in  obtaining 
a  survey,  a  subsequent  location  tuay,  by  due  industry, 
defeat  its  operation,  as  to  lands,  which  it  might  be 
sui)posed  to  describe  with  sufficient  accuracy  and  cer- 
tainty. 

If  "these  general  rules  are  correct,  and  it  is  presumed 
they  are,  the  application  of  tliem  to  the  case  Ijefore  us, 
is  familiar  and  easy.  The  plaintiff's  location  does  not 
precisely  describe  these  lauds.  It  calls  for  the  land  in 
the  bend  of  the  river.  That  of  tlie  defendants  is  more 
close  and  descriptive.  The  plaintifT  has  been  guilty  of 
gross  laches  and  neglect  in  laying  by  for  fourteen  years 
without  getting  a  survey  made;  or  making  any  preten- 
sions to  the  lands,  during  which  period  tliey  have  been 
rendered  much  more  valuable  by  the  labors  of  the  oc- 
cupier. Ross  gets  a  survey  returned,  which  appears 
however  to  be  made  for  James  M'Kee,  and  paid  for  by 
his  agent.  If  the  plaintiff  has  suffered  a  survey  to  be 
made,  though  he  might  originally  have  included  the 
lands  in  question,  and  not  entered  his  caveat  in  due 
time,  or  made  his  objections  thereto,  he  shall  be  post- 
poned. Such  is  the  practice  of  all  courts  and  juries, 
and  of  the  Land  Office;  and  ouglit  to  be  so,  on  general 
principles  of  convenience  to  the  community.  For  no 
one  should  be  permitted  under  a  general,  though  ear- 
ly application,  to  thumb  the  face  of  a  whole  country, 
and  retard  its  settlement  andcultivation  by  his  own  ne- 
gligence. 

The  question  then,  if  determined  on  the  relative  mer- 
its of  the  titles  of  Blain  and  Ross,  immediately  before 
the  latter  joined  the  common  enemy,  will  admit  of  an 
easy  soluiion.  The  maxim  "  VisUuniihus  rton  dormien- 
tibus  leges  subservhmf,"  applies  with  pecular  force,  in 
the  case  of  rights  founded  on  locations.  I  throw  out  of 
view  the  permit  of  Capta'n  Edrr.onstone,  as  it  does  not 
appear  that  a  settlement  attended  it,  but  an  adverse 
possession  has  been  shown  in  evidence. 

The  judgment  of  the  Board  of  Property  cannot  alter 
the  nature  of  the  title;  what  grounds  ihey  proceeded  on 
we  know  not;  but  this  we  know,  that  the  parties  inter- 
ested have  a  legal  right  to  contest  their  decision  in  a 
court  of  law;  by  the  express  words  of  the  act  of  assem- 
bly of  5th  of  April,  1782;  no  caveat,  or  judgment  of 
the  Board  of  Property  is  produced  on  the  part  of  the 
plaintiff.  It  does  not  appear  that  any  notice  previous  to 
the  h^eariuR-,  was  given  to  the  attorney  general,  the 
agents  of  f^orfeitcd  estates,  or  to  any  executive  officer 
whatever;  we  must  therefore  conclude  it  to  be  rxpnrte, 
nor  can  I  bring  myself  to  believe,  if  the  Board  of  Pro- 
perty knew  as  much  of  the  case  as  we  are  now  pos- 
sessed of,  they  would  have  given  such  a  j\idgmcnt. 

By  the  attainder  of  A.  IJoss  for  high  treason,  his 
whole  estate,  real  and  personal,  became  vested  in  the 
commonwealth,  under  the  5th  section  of  the  act  of  6ih 
of  March,  1778,  and  under  this  law,  and  the  supple- 
ment thereto,  i)assecl  the  29th  of  March,  1779,  the 
agents  of  forfeited  estates  were  directed  to  sell  the  es- 
tates of  traitors  in  a  certain  mode  prescribed.  The  same 
laws  which  vested  the  property  in  the  state,  qualified 
the  sale  ofit  by  the  instrumentality  of  certain  persons 
authorized  for  that  peculiar  purpose,  and  such  a  re- 
striction was  highly  necessary  for  the  general  benefit: 
otherwise,  highly  improved  lands,  lying  perhaps  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  metropo'is,  or  in  tlie  heart  of  the  state, 
forfeited  by  the  afainder  of  persons  wiio  had  joined 
the  enemy,  miglit  be  disposed  of  on  the  common  terms 
of  vacant  and  unappropriated  lands;  which  never  cjuld 
have  been  the  will  of  the  people.  These  acts  are  cer- 
t.iinly  more  than  directory;  they  are  restrictive. 

It  appears  to  me,  therefore,  that  it  is  an  insuperable 
bar  to  the  plaintifT's  recovery,  that  he  does  not  deduce 


his  title  through  the  proper  and  legt.l  conduct  of  sale 
and  conveyance,  supposing  the  adverse  legal  title  of 
Uoss  to  be  most  preferable.  The  agents  of  forfeited 
estates  sold  these  lands  on  the  12ih  of  March,  1784, 
and  then  received  the  money  of  the  purchaser.  It  is 
not  possible  to  conceive,  that  the  common  wtalth,  above 
nine  months  afterwards,  could  convey  a  legal  right  to 
the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff,  after  they  had  p  .rtcd  with 
their  title  through  the  medium  of  agents  of  forfeited 
estates.  They  could  not  grant  what  they  had  not.  And 
neither  the  state,  nor  an  individual,  can  do  an  act,  and 
produce  an  effect  morally  impossible  in  itself.  The 
plaintiff  thereupon  suffered  a  nonsuit. 

And,  in  the  Lessee  of  Irwin  v-  Mcholls  and  Swan, 
at  Westmoreland,  May,  1793,  before  the  same  judge, 
(MSS.  Reports,")  in  which  it  appeared,  that  the  plaintiff 
who  claimed  under  a  location  of  od  of  April,  1769,  had 
made  no  aijplicatinn  for  a  survey  until  some  time  be- 
tween the  years  1774  and  1776,  when,  on  being  inform- 
ed that  the  location  was  more  descriptive  of  other  lands 
than  the  lands  in  dispute,  he  declined  making  the  sur- 
vey, without  any  force  or  threats  fiom  the  then  holders 
of  the  land,  and  in  fact  no  application  for  a  survey  was 
afterwards  made,  nor  any  survey  ever  made,  and  it  was 
also  sworn  that  the  locaiion  might  be  supposed  to  de- 
scribe with  convenient  certainty,  the  lands  in  possession 
of  defendant,   but  not  exclusively  of  other  tracts. 

The  defendant  ckaimed  under  posterior  locations,  and 
a  settlement  in  1770,  and  cultivation  of  the  lands,  but 
had  no  survey. 

The  court,  independant  of  the  operation  of  the  limi- 
tation act,  recognized  the  same  principles,  and  observ- 
ed, that  a  location  independent  of  due  diligence  being 
■  used  to  obtain  a  survey,  or  to  prosecute  the  claim  of  the 
party,  gives  no  Ieg.al,  or  equitable  right  to  the  pre- 
emp'tion  of  lands.  It  is  of  itself  no  title.  Like  the  fan- 
cied land  jobbing  improvements  of  girdling  a  few  trees, 
or  picking  some  brush  heaps,  such  applications  give  no 
equity;  and  when  deserted  and  abondoned,  like  them, 
they  afford  not  a  shadow  of  a  right.  The  party  by  his 
negligence  and  laches,  forfeits  all  his  pretensions  to  a 
claim,  which,  if  duly  pursued,  would  be  the  inception  of 
a  title. 

So,  in  the  Lessee  of  Henrv  Drinker  v.  William  Holh- 
day,  Huntingdon,  May,  1796,  before  Shippen  and 
Ye<ates,  justices,  (MSS.  Reports.)  The  court  in  their 
charge,  laid  down  the  general  doctrine,  as  follows, 
"  Much  will  depend  on  a  party's  pursuing  his  prettn- 
sions  on  a  warrant,  or  location,  with  due  diligence; 
where  he  is  guilty  of  delay  and  laches,  his  claim  to  pai-- 
ticular  lands,  which  he  m  ght  otherwise  secure,  shall  be 
postponed  to  a  subsequent  warrant  and  survey,  aided  by 
vigilance  and  industry. 

When  a  survey  has  been  made,  which  is  supposed  to 
be  injurious  to  another  claimant,  he  ought  to  file  his 
caveat,  or  institute  his  suit  in  a  reasonable  time,  or  ac- 
count satisfactorily  for  his  neglect.  Failing  herein,  he 
shall  suffer  for  h'S  negligence;  and  particularly  so, 
where  his  adversary  has  proceeded  to  complete  his 
legal  title,  or  bestowed  considerable  labor  in  improve- 
ments. 

The  case  of  the  lessee  of  the  reverend  John  Ewingv. 
Daniel  Barton,  furnishes  a  striking  instance  of  an 
abandonment,  different  from  that  of  adverse  locations. 
Both  parties  claimed  under  the  same  application,  in 
the  name  of  Nathaniel  Breden,  3d  of  April,  1769.  •I'be 
defendant  was  a  tenant  under  the  heirs  of  William  Ross, 
deceased. 

It  was  proved  that  the  name  of  Breden  was  made 
use  of  by  Dr.  Kwing,  and  that  the  original  application 
was    in    his  hand    writing.      Indorsed,  "John   Gallo- 


A  survey  of  334  acres  was  thereon  made  by  William 
Scull,  on  the  27tli  of  June,  1772,  but  at  whose  instance 
or  expense  did  not  appear.  It  was  ret.'.rncd  on  the  27th 
of  October,  1772,  for  William  Ross,  and  a  patent  issued 
to  him  on  the  sumc  day. 
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A  certain  Nathaniel  Breden  conveyed  the  location  to 
■William  M'Cord,  on  the  7th  of  August,  1772,  in  con- 
sideration of  five  shiirni2:s,  and  M'Cord  conveyed  to 
William  Ross  on  the  27th  of  September,  1772,  in  con- 
s'lderation  of  200Z.  Both  deeds  were  recorded  on  the  3d 
ofjuiy,  1784,  and  it  appeared,  that  in  the  spiing  fol- 
lowing' his  purchase,  Uoss  bf!,'an  to  improve  on  the 
la'.ids,  cleared  six  acres,  and  fenced  the  same,  and 
built  a  house  therenn.  «e  had  occupied  the  lands 
ever  since  by  his  tenants,  and  had  paid  all  the  taxes  It 
was  shown,  that  at  the  lime  of  trial,  there  were  on  the 
place,  between  bO  and  90  acres  of  cleared  lands,  a 
larfje  house  and  barn,  a  good  orchard,  and  six  acres  of 
raeadow  made  thereon. 

The  plaintiff  claimed  under  a  conveyance  from  ano- 
ther Nathaniel  Breden  to  Dr.  Ewinif,  in  consideration 
of  five  shillings,  dated  20th  of  October  177.^,  and  re- 
corded 9th  of  February,  1793;  and  this  Breden  swere 
that  Ewing  liad  made  use  of  his  name,  and  that  he  iiad 
made  a  conveyance  to  no  oilier  person. 

The  acknowKdgment  of  M'Cord,  that  he  had  pro- 
cured a  person  to  assume  the  nume  of  Breden,  and  per 
sonify  him,  was  given  in  evidence  by  the  deposition  of 
another  witness. 

But  the  court  said  this  part  of  the  deposition  ought 
not  to  liave  been  lead,  and  could  have  no  weight  in  the 
cause;  because  x.'Cord  if  living,  oukl  not  have  been 
received  as  a  witness  to  invalidate  the  deed  he  liad  exe- 
cuted, nor  shall  his  subsequent  confession,  after  his 
death,  be  received  for  such  purpose.  Several  other 
witnesses  swore,  that  M'Cord  was  a  reputable  man,  and 
of  a  goi.d  moral  character. 

The  court  gave  it  in  charge  of  the  jury,  that  the  only 
question  which  occurred,  was,  whether  the  location  had 
been  followed  up,  with  due  diligence  by  Dr.  Ewing,  for 
if  he  lias  been  guilty  of  neglect  and  laches,  he  has  for- 
feited his  pretensions  to  the  land.  In  ejectment  it  be- 
came the  indispensable  duty  of  the  plaintiff,  to  es- 
tablish his  own  title,  against  the  defendant's  posses- 
sion. 

If  the  survey  had  been  made  at  the  expense,  or  by 
the  procurement  of  F)r.  Ewing,  it  was  capable  of  proof. 
It  could  not  be  presumed  th'nt  it  was  made  by  the  Bre- 
den, under  whom  he  claimed,  because  he  was  a  mere 
nominal  person;  and  his  deposition,  moreover,  has 
been  read.  'I  he  survey  preceded  the  assignment  to 
M'Cord  only  one  month  and  ten  days,  and  might  have 
been  made  with  a  view  of  a  sale  to  Koss;  no  claim  is 
made  while  the  defendant's  landlord  is  paying  taxes, 
and  laying  out  large  sums  of  money  for  the  improvement 
of  the  lands;  no  suit  is  brought  until  October  term  1793, 
in  the  common  pleas:  nor  does  it  appear  that  Dr.  Ew- 
ing made  any  effort  whatever,  respecting  his  claim,  tdl 
near  twenty  years  after  the  assignment  of  the  location 
to  him. 

The  case  also  appeared  to  be  within  the  words  and 
intention  of  the  limitation  act  passed  on  the  26th  of 
March,  1785.  Though  there  is  a  survey  on  this  appli- 
cation, it  is  not  shown  that  it  was  effectuated  by  the  les- 
sor of  the  plaintiff,  or  that  he  ever  attempted  to  make 
one;  and  therefore  it  shall  not  enure  for  his  benefit. 
The  survey  is  adverse  to  his  title;  has  been  returned 
for  Ross,  and  the  legal  title  is  now  vested  in  his  heirs. 
There  was  a  verdict  for  the  defendant.  Northumber- 
land, May,  1798,  before  Shippen  and  Yeates,  justices, 
(MSS.  Reports.) 

In  the  Lessee  of  Daniel  Gripe,  v.  Reverend  David 
Baird,  Huntingdon,  May,  1805,  (,MSS.  Reports.)  Yeates 
J.  laid  down  the  following  as  a  general  rule. 

"When  there  has  been  negligence  in  obtaining  a 
survey,  a  warrant  or  location,  generally  descriptive, 
but  vague  in  its  terms,  must  give  way  to  a  subsequent 
warrant  or  location,  equally  vague  whereon  a  survey 
has  been  made;  or  to  a  subsequent  precise  warrant  and 
location,  even  without  a  survey,  where  it  accurately  de- 
scribes the  lands." 

In  Lowrey's  Lessee,  v.  Gibson,  before  cited,  it  was 


held,  that  one  having  a  warrant,  and  not  following  it  up 
with  diligence,  but  silently  permitting  others  to  improve, 
shall  be  postponed. 

Leasee  of  .)ohn  Irwin,  v.  Andrew  Moore,  Westmore- 
land, May,  1797,  Yeates,  J.  (MSS.  Reports  ) 

The  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  grounded  his  pretensions 
on  a  military  permission  of  Captain  Charles  Edmond- 
son,  commanding  officer,  at  Fort  Pitt,  to  him,  dated 
18th  of  September,  1767,  "To  improve  and  occupy  a 
plantaiion  and  tract  of  land  for  himself,  and  one  for  his 
relation  or  friend,  on  the  south  side  of  the  great  road, 
near  the  mouth  of  Bushy  run,  in  Beyerley's  neighbor- 
hood, he  paying  forty  shillings  yearly,  if  demanded, 
and  subject  "to  the  regulations  of  the  commanding  offi- 
cer at  Fort  Pitt,  for  his  majesty's  service."  In  pur- 
suance hereof,  Irwin  in  1768,  built  a  small  cabin,  clear- 
ed one  acre  o*  ground,  and  m;ide  a  small  deadening  on 
lands  about  half  a  mile  distant  from  those  in  question, 
and  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  his  present  place  of 
abode,  and  had  a  tenant  in  the  cabin  for  some  little 
time. 

On  the  25th  of  July,  1769,  he  filed  two  applications 
in  the  Land  office,  one  marked,  No.  3663,  for  300 
acres  on  the  w  aters  of  Brush  creek,  on  the  southwest 
side  of  the  new  road,  joining  land  of  Thomas  Lyons, 
and  from  thence  extending  down  the  run  to  Brush 
creek,  in  his  own  name.  And  the  other.  No.  3655,  in 
the  name  of  James  Irwin,  for  300  acres  on  the  waters 
of  Brush  creek,  bounded  by  lands  of  John  Irwin  and 
Christopher  Rudeback,  under  this  latter  application  he 
claimed  the  lands  in  dispute,  and  gave  some  slight  evi- 
dence of  a  survey  thereon,  which  was  strongly  contro- 
verted. 

The  defendant  claimed  under  an  applicition  of  Cas- 
per Geyer,  for  300  acres  on  the  head  of  Sewickley, 
about  four  miles  from  Beyerley's,  entered  on  the  3d  of 
April,  1769,  No.  105,  and  a  survey  thereon  of  301^ 
acres,  made  10th  of  April,  1770,  and  a  patent  dated 
14th  of  August,  1770.  He  also  gave  in  evidence  a  re- 
covery in  ejectment  by  the  lessee  of  Casper  Geyer 
against  the  said  John  Irwin,  of  the  premises,  at  No- 
vember assizes.  1788,  by  counsels  confessing  judgment 
to  the  plaintiff. 

It  was  asserted  by  each  party,  that  the  application  of 
his  adversary  did  not  describe  the  lands  in  d'spute,  but 
was  intended  for  another  tract;  and  evidence  was  given 
on  both  sides  as  to  this  point.  The  defendant  insisted, 
that  the  military  permission  not  being  followed  by  a 
set'Jement,  gave  no  preference. 

The  court  submitted  the  respective  locations  to  the 
jury,  who  were  to  determine  as  a  question  of  fact,  which 
of  them  was  most  applicable  to  the  controverted 
grounds.  They  laid  it  down  in  their  charge,  that  a  pre- 
cise, close,  descriptive  warrant,  or  application,  would 
take  place  of  a  general,  loose,  indescriptive  one, 
though  earlier  in  number  or  date;  but  a  warrant  or 
application  of  the  latter  kind,  even  though  shifted  at  a 
distance  from  the  spot  seemingly  called  for  therein,  if 
fairly  surveyed,  returned  and  appropriated  by  the  pro- 
per authority,  when  there  was  no  intervening,  opposing 
riglit,  will  hold  and  secure  the  lands;  because  no  injury 
is  thereby  done.  In  general,  convenient  certainty  to  a 
common  intent, is  as  amply  sufficient  in  cases  of  this  na- 
ture; and  in  a  country  newly  explored,  it  would  he 
highly  unreasonable  to  expect,  that  applicants  for  lands 
should  furnish  minute  descriptions.  Those  persons  who 
are  entitled  to  a  preference  in  lands,  under  a  military 
permission,  must  be  such  as  have  m.ade  actual  settle- 
ments thereon.  This  is  the  express  language  of  the 
exception  in  the  law  of  3d  of  February,  1768.  Govern- 
or Penn's  proclamation  of  the  24th  of  the  same  month, 
and  of  what  is  called  the  preamble  to  the  opening  of 
the  Land  Office  on  the  3d  of  April,  1769.  In  what 
other  manner  could  those  claimants  conduce  to  the 
more  convenient  accommodation  of  the  soldiery,  or 
other.'  and  if  in  the  present  instance,a  claim  of  pre-emp- 
tion is  set  up,  under  Captain  Edmondson's  licence. 
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inust  not  the  conditions  thereof,  of  "improving  and  oc- 
cupying" the  same  hxnds,  be  fully  complied  with?  Ver- 
dict for  defendant. 

In  the  case  of  the  Lessee  of  Jesse  Funston  v.  John 
M'Mahon,  NorthumberLmd,  Octuber,  1797,  before 
M'Kean,  C  J.  and  Yeates,  J.  Both  parlies  claimed 
under  removed  or  shifted  applications.  A  survey  was 
said  to  have  been  made  on  the  plaintiff's  application  on 
the  6th  of  June,  1771,  but  it  did  not  appear  how,  or 
when  it  was  returned  into  the  Surveyor  General's  of- 
fice. 

The  defendant's  survey  made  in  July  1782,  on  which 
a  warrant  of  acceptance  issued  20th  of  February,  1 790, 
and  a  patent  23d  of  February,  1790. 

It  was  much  contested,  whether  any  survey  had  ever 
been  actually  made  on  the  plaintiff's  application;  but 
the  verdict  was  for  the  defendant  on  other  facts  in  the 
case,  not  illustrative  of  the  present  subject;  yet  the 
doctrine  of  removed  warrants  was  one  of  the  points,and 
was  fully  debated. 
For  the  defendant  it  was  contended, though, that  by  the 
usage  of  the  proprietary  Land  Office,  before  tlie  revo- 
lution, a  deputy  surveyor  might  shift  a  lost  location  to 
other  lands,  where  there  was  no  prior  right,  yet  no 
contract  took  place  as  to  the  lands  surveyed,  between 
the  proprietaries  and  the  individual,  until  tlie  time  of 
issuing  the  warrant  of  acceptance.  Then  the  title  first 
commenced,  the  original  contract  having  been  for 
other  lands.  There  is  no  similitude  between  this  case, 
and  that  of  removing  warrants,  where  the  money  has 
been  paid  in  the  whole  or  in  part,  before  the  warrants 
issued.  Here  nothing  has  been  paid  to  the  late  propri- 
etaries, or  the  commonwealth,  by  the  lessor  of  tlie  plain- 
tiff, in  order  to  raise  an  use,  and  tiie  owners  of  the 
soil  could  not  compel  the  payment  of  the  purchase  mo- 
ney under  sicch  ciicum.stances. 

For  the  plaintiff,  it  was  answered,  that  it  has  been 
admiited  by  the  defendant,  that  his  title  first  began 
with  the  warrant  of  acceptance  on  the  2Sth  of  Februa- 
ry, 1790.  If  the  plaintiff's  title  is  earlier  and  better,  it 
ought  to  be  preferred.  The  general  practice  of  all  the 
deputy-surveyors,  in  shifting  lust  locations,  is  perfect- 
ly familiar  to  the  whole  country,  and  was  never  ques- 
tioned before  the  Revolution.  If  no  private  person 
could  claim  any  right,  or  interest  in  the  lands  so  survey- 
ed, there  could  be  no  pretext  of  injury  or  hardship 
done  to  any  individual;,  and  the  proprietaries  attained 
their  object,  by  disposing  of  their  lands.  But  it  was 
nectssary  there  should  be  a  return  thereof  made  into 
the  Surveyor  General's  office,  to  operate  as  construc- 
tive notice  to  other  applicants.  For  if  one  ignorant  of 
the  survey  made,  should  apply  for  the  same  lands,  and 
obtain  a  survey,  before  the  former  was  returned,  the 
latter  would  be  entitled  lo  a  preference.  Many  valua- 
ble titles  in  this  state  depend  on  these  grounds,  which 
it  would  be  dangerous  to  impeach.  '1  he  return  of  a 
survey,  fairly  made  by  a  deputy-surveyor,  into  the  Sur- 
veyor General's  office,  is  ipso  facto,  an  acceptance 
thereof  unless  a  contr.ry  intent  is  expressed  at  the  time. 
It  becomes  the  duty  of  the  proper  officer  to  examine 
the  returns  immediately,  and  if  the  dissent  therefrom 
can  be  deferred  for  a  length  of  time,  why  may  it  not  be 
deferred  for  thirty  or  forty  years,  aftermaking  the  most 
valuable  improvement  thereon? 

'1  here  can  be  no  real  difference  between  war- 
rants and  applications  shifted  When  a  survey  is  made 
under  the  former,  on  different  lands  from  those  desig- 
nated therein,  a  warrant  of  acceptance  is  there  also  ne- 
cessary. It  may  there,  with  equal  proprietary  bo  said, 
that  the  first  contract  was  for  other  lands.  Yet  the  sur- 
veys made  both  on  warrants  and  applications,  shall  be 
presumed  to  be  with  the  consent  of  the  party,  unless 
the  contrary  be  shown;  and  indeed  in  most  instances, 
they  are  directed  either  by  him  or  his  agent.  Hence, 
on  the  return  of  surveys,  either  on  a  warrant  or  loca- 
tion varied,  a  new  contract  for  those  lands  may  fairly 
be  said  to  be  agreed  upon  by  the  proprietaries  and  the 


individual,  the  deputy  of  the  former  having  niade  the 
survey,  subject  to  the  approbation  of  his  constitnen's. 

M'Kean,  C  J.  gave  in  charge  to  the  jury,  that  the 
plaintiff  made  pretensions  to  the  land  in  question,  on  a 
removed  applicatuin,  without  showing  how,  or  when 
the  survey  was  returned  into  the  i^iu'veyor  General's 
office,  without  ever  having  been  in  possession  of  any 
part  of  it,  and  without  having  paid  one  shilling  of  the 
consideration  money.  It  was  incumb.  nt  on  liini  to  have 
shown,  at  least,  when  the  surveys  were  returned,  if  he 
claims  under  the  usiige  spoken  of.  It  would  seem, 
however,  that  something  more  is  necessary,  than  a 
mere  return  of  survey  on  a  shifted  application,  to  vest 
an  equitable  interest.  The  bare  act  of  the  deputy-sur- 
veyors alone  could  not  give  a  title  by  surveying  lands 
on  a  spot  not  called  for  by  the  order.  Until  a  patent 
issues,  there  is  no  complete  legal  right;  and  then  the 
patent  refers  back  to  the  previous  application  or  war- 
rant. The  defendant  is  possessed  ot  this  patent,  and 
has  paid  a  large  consideration  therefor,  and  has  many 
valuable  improvements,  Witiioiit  any  knowledge  of  the 
plaintiff's  claim. 

Yeates,  J.  subjoined.  We  lay  down  no  general  rule 
on  this  subject.  Several  suspicious  circumstances  at- 
tend the  plaintiff's  survey,  and  it  is  highly  dubious  whe- 
ther il  was  actually  made  on  the  ground.  It  is  admitted 
by  plaintiff's  counsel,  that  a  ciamber  survey  cannot 
vary  the  description  in  the  application,  and  that  the 
real  survey  must  be  returned  into  the  nffice  of  the  Sur- 
vevor  General.  The  time  when  the  survey  was  return- 
ed, becomes  important  to  tlie  tnie  decision,  and  it  lay 
on  the  plaintiff  lo  show  it  satisfactorily.  Unless  there 
has  been  an  actual  survey,  and  that  too  returned  before 
the  defendant's  warrant  of  acceptance,  the  plain  iff  is 
not  entithd  to  recover. — I  agree  there  must  be 
something  more  than  un  actual  survey  by  the  deputy  to 
ve.st  the  equitable  interest  on  a  removed  application. — 
But  it  rather  appears  to  me,  that  the  return  of  .-^uch  a 
survey,  fairly  and  didy  made,  \s  prima  facie  evidence  of 
its  acceptance  by  the  proper  authority.  (.\1SS.  Re- 
ports.) 

The  above  rase  was  cited  in  Armstrong's  lessee  v. 
Morgan,  at  Huntingdon,  May,  1803,  before  Yeates  and 
Smith,  justices,  to  prove  that  on  indescriptive  orders, 
the  legal  right  did  not  resist  untd   the  return  of  survey. 

Yeates,  J.  Tliat  case  is  perfectly  familiar  to  me. 
The  applications  on  both  sides  designated  other  lands 
than  those  in  dispute.  The  members  of  the  court  disa- 
greed in  opinion.  M'Kean,  C.  J.  held,  that  until  the 
warrant  of  acceptance  issued,  no  right  vested  in  the  par- 
ty, on  a  shifted  application.  I  thought, thai  the  return  of 
the  survey  was  prima  facie  evidence  of  the  acceptance; 
and  I  still  adhere  to  that  opinion.  But  it  has  been  al- 
ways understood,  that  on  an  indescriptive  location, 
wanting  precision  in  its  terms,  the  interest  vests  from 
the  time  of  survey. 

Smith,  J.  Such  has  been  the  invariable  i^ule  on  vague 
warrants  or  applications,  on  shifted  locations  the  title 
does  not  vest  until  the  return  of  stirvey  into  the  Sur- 
veyor General's  office,  unless  the  owner  of  the  adverse 
title  had  notice  of  the  survey  prior  to  the  commence- 
ment of  his  right.  And  so  have  been  the  different  ad- 
judications that  I  know  of      (MSS.  Reports.) 

And  in  the  lessee  of  William  Bell  v.  Robert  Levers, 
Northampton,  June  20,  1800,  before  Shippcn,  C.  J. 
and  Yeates,  J.  MSS.  Reports— The  chief  justice  de- 
livered the  opinion  of  the  court,  on  this  subject,  in  the 
following  terms. 

The  fatal  exception  to  the  defendant's  title  consists 
in  his  not  obtaining  a  return  of  his  survey  into  the  Sur- 
I  veyor  General's  office,  which  was  executed  on  grounds 
I  different  from  those  called  for  in  his  application.  The 
I  due  diligence  of  persons  who  take  up  lands  in  this  mode, 
i  forms  an  essential  feature  in  constituting  their  rights. 
I  Hence  where  negligence  occurs,  a  subsequent  order 
I  of  survey,  industriously  followed  up,  may  defeat  the 
I  operation  of  a  former  one,  which,  in  the  due  course  of 
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business,  might  be  supposed  to  describe  the  lands  witli 
convenient  precision  and  certainty.  It  lies  in  tlie  pow- 
er of  no  individu;ils  to  lock,  up  the  Land  Office  against 
the  setlhment  of  the  country ,or  other  spplicanlsby  their 
Wilful  neglect  and  delay. 

It  has  long  betn  the  settled  usage  and  practice,  both 
before  and  since  tlie  Kevolutioii,  for  deputy  surveyors 
and  their  assistants  to  remove  lost  locations  to  oiher 
lands,  where  there  were  no  existing,  prior,  opposing 
rights.  No  Irjury  was  done  thereby,  eiiher  to  the  lords 
of  the  soil,  or  to  inlividuals.  '1  he  pretensions  of  the 
parly  were  thereby  abcertained,  and  the  contract  was 
completed  on  his  part,  but  subject  to  be  annulled  on 
the  return  of  survey.  But  it  has  always  been  deemed 
essential  in  cases  of  this  nature,  that  the  returns  of  such 
shifted  surveys  should  be  made  in  a  reasonable  time,  in 
order  to  prevent  others  from  bestowing  their  labour 
and  money  in  a  fruitless  pursuit  of  the  same  lands. — 
Without  such  constructive,  or  actu.d  notice,  what  foot- 
steps remain  in  the  proper  offices,  to  guide  the  inqui- 
ries of  subsequent  applicants?  The  terms  of  the  prior 
applications  afford  no  light  whatever.  A  mere  survey 
on  a  lost  location,  removed  from  the  lands  for  which  it 
was  originally  designed,  has  no  more  efficacy  and  con- 
sideration, than  a  pocketed  applicatlou,  which,  it  is 
tmiversally  admitted,  can  give  no  title.  Such  have  been 
the  uniform  deci'^ions  of  the  courts  of  justice,  founded 
on  the  fair  principle  of  plain  sense  and  common  hones- 
ty, and  highly  conducive  to  the  security  of  landed  titles. 
The  establisrment  of  the  rule  tends  to  certainty,  and 
the  prevention  of  law  suits,  and  we  are  bound  to  follow 
it.     S.  C.  4  Dallas,  210. 

While  one  set  of  judges,  in  one  part  of  the  State, was 
recognizing  and  deciding  upon  these  princlples.another 
set  at  the  same  period,  in  a  distant  county,  was  recog- 
nizing and  adopting  the  same  law.  'I'hus  at  Mifflin, 
May  20th,  1800,  in  tUe  le;see  of  Abraham  M'Kinney  v. 
Jacob  Houser,  before  Smith  a.id  Brackenrldge,  jus- 
tices.    (MSS.  Ueports,   8.) 

Smith,  J.  in  the  charge  to  the  jury,  pronounced  as 
follows: 

In  this  cause,  the  title  of  300  acres  of  land  is  in  litiga- 
tion; you  are  informed  of  the  situation  by  a  view;  we 
will  lay  down  some  general  rules,  of  which  you  will 
judge  as  to  their  application  to  the  facts.  It  is  of  im- 
portance that  the  rules  of  property  should  be  certain 
and  known,  and  unless  they  are  so,  no  country  can  pros- 
per- We  have  in  many  instances,  no  cases  in  point, 
regulating  all  disputes.  We  have  to  take  property 
from  the  foundation,  which  is  not  the  case  in  that  coun- 
try from  which  we  derive  our  laws.  Our  experience 
is  so  short,  that  few  general  rides  can  be  laid  down, 
clear  of  exceptions.  We  must  take  such  as  our  best 
experience  warrants.  'I  hat  experience,  then  directs 
what  1  have  have  laid  down  to  the  bar  as  general  rules. 
I  now  repeat  the  same  observations  to  you,  and  you, 
only,  can  be  the  judges  whether  they  af<ply  to  the  facts 
in  this  case. 

1.  If  the  location  under  which  plaintiff  claims  be  de- 
scriptive of  the  land  is  question,  and  the  survey  made 
in  fact  before  the  date  of  the  warrant  under  which  de- 
fendant claims,  although  not  returned,  tlie  plaintiff 
would  clearly  be  entitled  to  recover-  So,  if  it  decribcs 
the  land  with  reasonable  certaint)-. 

2d.  If  the  description  in  the  location  be  vague,  and 
not  descriptive  of  other  land,  yet  the  deputy  surveyor, 
the  public  agent  of  the  owner  of  the  soil,  must  have  a 
certain  degree  of  dlscretionar)'  power;  and  if  he  has 
reduced  that  to  a  certainly,  which  was  uncertain  be- 
fore, and  before  any  other  appropriation  of  the  land  in 
question,  it  may,  if  returned  in  a  reasonable  time,  liold 
the  luid  s  •  siM'veyt<l;  mucli  moi  e  if  it  th  sc  ibed.  the 
land  w.lh  comeiiieit'  c   ita  nly. 

3d  If  the  .ocarioii  be  wh-,.t  's  c  II  d  al  st  l()Caion,lhai 
is.  tiie  land  tlescribed  by  it  t.tken  by  a  |)rior  lille,  il 
w  s  very  f,enerall\  the  practice  at  the  I  me  th's  sur\ey 
was  made,  (1775,^  to  survey  o.her  vacant  lands  in  the 


vicinity,  on  such  lost  locations;  and  surveys  were  never 
refused  to  be  accepted  in  the  Land  Office,  although 
the  surveyor  h.ad  no  direct  authority  for  making  them. 
It  was  a  title  acquired  by  the  connivance  of  the  pro- 
prietary officers  for  the  ease  of  the  public,  and  to  avoid 
expense;  but  such  surveys  being  fairly  made,  and 
known  to  be  so,  by  any  one  apply'iig  for  an  adverse 
title  before  he  made  such  appl  cation,  and  returned 
without  del  ly,  the  owner  of  such  application  would 
hold  the  land  against  the  person  so  knowing  of  his  title- 
When  I  say  plainlifl^',  or  defendant,  I  include  all  those 
under  whom  they  respectively  claim. 

4th.  But  if  the  plaintiff's  survey  was  made  on  a  war- 
rant or  location  descriptive  of  other  land,  and  without 
the  knowledge  of  defendant,  before  the  warrant  under 
which  he  claims  was  obtained,  if  such  warrants  are 
certainly  descriptive  of  the  land,  they  would  hold  it 
against  such  latent  survey, even  if  the  owner  of  it  should 
know  it,  before  his  survey.  But  if  such  warrants  are  not 
descriptive  of  the  land;  if  they  are  descriptive  of  other 
land,  the  owner  of  them  is  just  in  the  same  situation 
as  is  the  owner  of  the  location,  and  the  same  rules  ap- 

P'.v. 

In  ejectment,  the  plaintiff  must  recover  his  own  ti- 
tle; and  though  defendant  has  no  title,  his  possession  is 
good  against  all  but  him  having  a  good  title. 

The  plaintiff's  counsel  is  a  location,  &.c-  If  this  loca- 
tion be  descriptive  of  the  lands  in  question,  he  would 
be  entitled  to  recover.  A  location  is  no  title,  but 
the  inception  of  a  title;  but  in  those  early  times  money 
was  very  scarce;  and  in  many  case.=,  those  wlio  held  ti- 
tles by  location,  cotdd  not  pay  the  fees  of  surveying, 
and  many  would  not  apply  for  the  stnvey  to  be  made, 
tmtil  they  were  able.  Whether  this  is  descriptive  of 
the  land  in  question  you  only  can  judge.  In  this 
case  the  location  is  for  land  adjoining  a  survey  within 
the  old  purchase.  It  does  join  a  survey  in  the  old  pur- 
chase; but  if  the  survey  is  particular  whicli  it  calls  for, 
it  is  our  duty  to  state  it  to  you;  yon  must  consider  what 
weight  this  has.      We  must  only  give  you  the  evidence. 

There  is  a  singular  circumstance  respecting  the  sur- 
vey, and  I  thiidc  it  highly  probable  that  this  dispute  has 
arisen  from  gross  neglect,  if  not  misconduct  in  the  sur- 
veyor- As  he  is  not  here,  we  can  only  state  it.  If  he 
were  alive,  he  could  probably  explain  it.  We  must  ad- 
here to  the  general  principle  we  have  laid  down,  "if  the 
survey  be  fairly  mjile." 

Nothing  more  is  done  on  this  survey,  except  the  con- 
veyance of  the  land  to  the  father  of  the  lessor  of  the 
plaintiff. 

Defendant  has  a  warrant,  &c.  If  his  title  depended 
on  the  descriptive  part  of  this  warrant,  it  would  be  ve- 
ry vague.  For  there  can  be  no  certainty  in  calling  for 
a  survey  of  Reuben  Haines.  In  1775,  a  survey  was 
made  by  C.  Lukens.  AVe  prestime  it  was  returned  in 
April,  1776,  instead  of  1775,  as  endorsed;  the  rather, 
as  the  patient  issued  in  June  that  year  to  S.  B-  Here 
let  the  original  description  be  what  it  will,  the  rule  we 
have  laid  down  applies  to  both  parties;  and  unless  there 
is  some  obstructing  circumstance,  the  defendant  by  his 
possession  must  hold  the  land. 

If  the  plaintiff's  title  describes  the  land  in  question, 
and  the  survey  fairly  made,  he  would  hold  the  land  not- 
withstanding the  defendant's  patent.  But  unless  you 
find  it  does  so,  our  principle  must  apply.  The  verdict 
was  for  defendant. 

This  is  called  a  leading  case,  and  always  cited  and 
recognized,  when  any  of  the  four  points  come  in  ques- 
tion. 

And,  in  Kyle's  lessee  v.  While,  it  is  held  by  the 
chief  justice  and  cnnciu'red  in,  that  in  case  of  a  surety 
on  a  shifted  location,  it  is  good  against  a  ])er.son  who 
had  actual  notice  before  the  comniencemeiil  of  nis  lite, 
even  alih  iigh  the  .survey  was  not  retur'ied.  1  Win- 
nev,249. 

And  see  the  ^ame  poiits  recognizedand  confi  med,  in 
Hepburn's  lessee  v.  Levy,  4  Dallas,  218,  and  Miles' 
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lessee  v.  Potter,  2  Binrtey,  65.  In  which  latter  case  it 
was  also  held,  that  where  on  the  28tli  ot  July,  1773,  A. 
took,  a  warrant  from  the  Land  Office,  descriptive  of 
certain  land,  but  which  was  surveyed  on  other  land  tlie 
15th  of  June,  1774.  The  survey  was  returned  before 
the  26th  of  Auijust,  1783;  for  on  th.it  day  an  endorse- 
ment was  made  on  the  return,  by  a  clerk  in  the  Survey- 
or General's  office, that  "A.  believed  the  survey  wrong 
laid,  and  requested  the  surveyor  to  adjust  it,  which  he 
had  ag'reed  to."  On  the  17th  of  September,  1787,  A. 
applied  to  the  Board  of  Property  for  an  order  to  sur- 
vey his  warrant  upon  the  land  it  called  tor,  which  was 
granted,  and  the  survey  was  accordingly  nKidi'  on  the 
26th  of  November,  1787,  and  returned  27tli  of  Februa- 
ry, 1788. 

On  the  26th  of  October,  1772,  B.  took  a  warrant  de- 
scriptive of  certain  land,  on  the  19th  of  June,  1785, 
surveyed  it  upon  land  it  did  not  call  for,  namely,  on  the 
land  called  for  in  A 's  warrant  of  1773,  the  premises  in 
the  ejectment.  The  survey  was  returned  into  office, 
probably  in  1785,  or  1786,  but  at  the  latest  on  the  9th 
of  June,  1787,  and  was  patented  14th  of  Januaiy, 
1788. 

Held,  that  A.  by  his  neglect,  to  follow  up  his  objec- 
tion to  the  survey  made  in  1774,  had  lost  his  claim  to 
the  land  described  in  his  warrant  of  1773,  and  that  B. 
was  entitled  to  recover.  1  hut  it  was  too  long  to  suffer 
the  matter  to  rest  from  August,  1783,  to  September, 
1787,  and  in  the  mean  lime  the  land  had  been  ap- 
propriated by  B. 

(Tobecon'inued.) 


MEMORIAL  OF  THE  STATE  CONVENTION  TO 
CONGRESS. 

The  following  is  the  Memorial  presented  to  Con- 
gre  s  by  the  Delegates  appointed  for  that  purpose  by 
the  State  Convention  lately  held  in  this  place,  (Har- 
risburgh.) 

A  numerous  body  of  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  as- 
sembled at  the  seat  of  their  State  government,  ask 
leave  respectfully  to  ofTer  their  Memorial  to  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States.  In 
assembling  together  and  adopting  the  present  measure, 
they  are  obeying  the  instructions  and  uttering  the  voice 
of  their  suffering  fellow  citizens  of  every  section  of  this 
wide  spread  commonwealth.  Out  of  the  twenty-six 
Congressional  districts,  twenty-five  are  represented  in 
the  convention.  The  fullness  of  the  representation  mwy 
be  judged  by  the  numbers  of  your  memorialists,  who 
have  left  their  occupations  and  their  homes  at  a  mo- 
ment when,  in  consequence  of  the  distress  which  per- 
vades every  part  of  the  Slate,  a  departure  from  either 
is  attended  with  peculiar  inconvenience  and  embarrass- 
ment. They  have  yielded  however  to  the  commands 
of  their  friends  and  neighbours  without  regret  for  any 
personal  sacrifices,  and  they  have  met  together  to  con- 
fer upon  the  grievances  which  are  endured,  and  to  de- 
vise if  possible,  the  means  of  alleviating  them.  Your 
honorable  bodies  are  not  now  to  learn  the  distressed 
condition  of  any  portion  of  the  country.  It  is  long  since 
we  huve  seen  recorded  in  your  journals  the  receipt  of 
petitions  from  more  than  a  hundred  thousand  citizens, 
all  uniting  in  one  mournful  but  unquestionable  story  of 
suspended  wages,  lost  credit,  increasing  wants  and  di- 
minished means  to  supply  them — which  have  left  their 
deep  and  perhaps  indelible  impression  in  every  portion  of 
a  heretofore  prosperous  and  smiling  I:  nd.  These  com- 
munications springing,  as  they  have  done  from  various 
quarters,  and  dictated  by  no  concert  or  co-oper.ation 
except  that  which  flows  spontaneously  from  a  common 
state  of  calamity,  yoiir  memorialists  have  now  the  pain- 
ful opportunity  fully  to  confirm.  They  have  brou^;ht 
together  the  disastrous  tidings  which  ha've  been  collect- 
ed in  each  distinct  section  of'  the  commonwealth.  They 
have  opened  to  each  other  freely  their  swelling  hearts. 
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and  they  have  sought  in  vain  for  one  mitigating  circum- 
i  stance  in  possession  or  in  prospect,  for  one  exaggerat- 
ed representation  or  distorted  fact  in  the  numerous  ex- 
hibitions of  deep  felt  suflering  which  have  been  made 
to  Congress,  and  they  have  found  only  aggravation  in 
the  conviction  that  the  suffering  has  been  altogether 
unnecessary  and  unmerited. 

As  Pennsylvan'ans,  your  memorialists  contemplate 
with  anguish  the  neglect  or  destruction  of  unlimited  re- 
sources, which  are  now  worse  than  thrown  away.  The 
cherished  policy  of  the  state,  consisting  of  an  encour- 
agement of  her  manufactures,  has  become  impracticable 
and  delusive — for  there  is  no  longer  a  market  for  the 
sale  of  them,  or  a  reasonable  probability  of  being  paid 
for  them  if  they  could  be  sold.  The  consequence  is, 
th.at  numerous  establislimentsof  that  description  are  ac- 
tually closed,  and  others  remain  in  partial  operation 
with  crippled  sti'ength,  performing  but  a  fraction  of 
their  accustomed  labor;  and  struggling  even  in  that  fee- 
ble and  imperfect  conditiofi,  not  in  the  belief  that  any 
return  of  profit  can  be  realized,  but  clinging  to  the  pos- 
sibly delusive  hope  that  infatuation  itself  must  one  day 
or  other  be  brought  to  perceive  and  to  abandon  the  er- 
ror of  its  way. 

Your  memorialists  do  not  mean  to  dwell  for  a  mo- 
ment upon  the  loss  sustained  by  the  proprietors,  se- 
vere and  afflicting  as  it  is— unjustly  and  tyrannically  as 
it  has  been  decreed.  They  are  able  in  many  instances 
to  stand  up  against  the  shock  beyond  the  reach  of  alter 
ruin,  and  they  are  awaiting  in  such  cases  with  becom- 
ing fortitude  the  return  of  better  times.  Pennsylvania 
happily  rests  upon  resources  which  the  rudest  storm 
cannot  in  a  moment  sweep  away.  But  your  memorialists 
anxiously  desire  to  comminiicate  to  your  honorable  bo- 
dies some  portion  of  the  feeling  with  which  they  are 
animated  for  a  large  class  of  labouring  poor,  whose  dai- 
ly bread  depends  upon  the  constancy  of  their  employ- 
ments and  the  certainty  of  their  reward.  In  the  city  of 
Pittsburg  and  its  immediate  vicinity,  two-thirds  of  a 
p  pulation  of  thirty  thousand  inhabitants  owe  their 
livehhood  to  manufacttn-es.  The  suspension  of  the  forge 
and  the  loom,  which  has  now  occurred,  debars  a  large 
(lortion  of  this  vast  mass  of  human  activity  and  strength 
from  occupation,  and  consequently  from  support;  and 
many  of  them  must  be  cast  out  to  starve,unless  a  Provi- 
dence juster  and  more  benignant  than  their  rulers,  pro- 
tects them  in  their  day  of  need. 

The  staples  of  the  commonwealth  are  without  a  mar- 
ket. Many  of  its  once  flourishing  mines  are  in  a  great 
degree  ab;indoned,  and  their  miners  are  generally  dis- 
persed. Iron  and  cotton  are  no  longer  manufactured  to 
the  extent  of  more  than  two  thirds  of  their  former  pro- 
duce. Lumber,  if  it  sells  a^  all,  sells  at  greatly  diminish- 
ed prices.  Four  out  of  five  of  the  furnaces  of  an  ex- 
tensive glasshouse  at  Kensington, are  extinguished,  and 
the  fifth  is  kept  in  blast  chiefly  that  the  numerous  ap- 
prentices may  continue  to  enjoy  the  means  of  instruc- 
tion and  beneficial  exercise,  if  flour  retains  its  price, 
it  is  owing  to  the  additional  calamity  of  its  scarcity,  in 
consequence  of  which  the  supply  has  been  reduced  in 
proportion  to  the  demand  Turn  where  we  will,  your 
memorialists  perceive  one  universal  scene  of  presenter 
impending  ruin  depressing  the  energies  and  darkening 
the  prospects  of  the  citizen- 

It  is  scarcaly  necessary  at  this  time,  to  trace  these 
deeply  seated  and  widespread  mischiefs  to  their  source. 
Under  a  solemn  sense  however  of  the  responsibility 
which  we  o«e  to  our  constituents,  and  to  your  honora- 
ble bodies,  we  do  not  hesitate  to  confirm  the  imputation 
which  has  been  so  of'lei^  communicated  to  Congress. 
Until  a  series  of  me.-»sures,on  the  part  of  the  Executive 
of  the  Union,  hostile  to  the  best  interests  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, were  consummated  by  the  last  fatal  blow  aimed  at 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  in  the  removal  nf  the 
deposits  to  the  custody  of  other  institutions,  all  was 
prosperous  and  marked  with  plenty.  The  energies  of 
our  coininonwealth,  and,  as  we  believe,  of  the  whole 
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nation,  became  palsied  from  that  hour.  Your  memo- 
rialists must  therefore  ascribe  the  sufferings  to  which 
they  have  adverted  to  that  ill-advised  measure  conse- 
quent as  it  was  upon,  or  connected  with  a  sjstem  of 
hostility  pursued  towards  the  national  bank.  The 
measure  would  probably  have  been  sufficiently  disas- 
trous of  itself;  but  when  it  bore  every  appearance  of 
being  united  with  a  stern  and  unrelenting  disposition 
to  break  down  the  barriers  of  the  constitution,  it  was 
fraught  wiih  ruin  to  the  brightest  hopes  of  ihe  nation. 

As  other  memorialists  have  been  denied  access  to  the 
executive,  we  cannot  hope  for  succor  from  the  quarter 
wliere  we  should  otherwise  most  naturally  have  looked 
for  it;  to  which  we  have  undoubtingly  ascribed  the  suf 
ferings  of  our  constituents.  We  therefore  make  our 
appeal  directly  to  the  Legislature.  We  approach  your 
honorable  bodies  with  the  deference  and  respect  that 
are  due  from  citizens  to  the  representatives  of  the  so- 
vereignty of  the  American  people,  but  with  the  firm- 
ness and  independence  of  freemen,  suffering  under  the 
weight  of  accumulated  wrongs;  conscious  of  the  purity 
of  our  motives  and  the  righteousness  of  our  cause.  We 
are  no  less  represent.atives  of  the  people  than  your- 
selves; selected  indeed  at  the  moment  of  suffering; 
without  the  reproach  of  having  in  any  degree  contri- 
buted to  it;  and  imhappily  without  the  mean*  of  ex- 
tending relief.  We  approach  you  under  the  deepest 
conviction  that  it  is  fully  within  your  power  to  redress 
the  evilsof  our  common  country, and  that  itisyourmost 
sacred  duty  to  put  forth  your  arm  and  exercise  that 
power.  We  rest  upon  the'  right  which  is  guaranteed  to 
us  by  the  constitution  to  remonstrate  against  grievances, 
where  complaint  must  lawfully  be  heard;  to  demand 
relief  where  alone  it  may  be  found. 

We  believe,  and  so  communicate  to  you,  that  the 
measure  especially  complained  of,  was  iii  direct  viola- 
tion of  the  Constitution.  That,  that  Constitution  gives 
to  the  Executive  no  sort  of  control  over  the  treasures 
of  the  nation.  That  in  assuming  such  unauthorized 
control,  an  act  has  been  committed  of  lawless  usurpa- 
tion, and  highhanded  tyranny;  and  that  the  co-ordinate 
branch  of  the  government  whose  peculiar  rights  have 
been  invaded,  owes  it  to  the  nation  and  itself,  effec- 
tually to  vindicate  them.  We  believe,  moreover,  and 
we  assert  with  the  confidence  which  the  constitution 
and  the  cause  inspire,  that  should  the  Legislature  deny 
the  redress  we  call  for,  and  refuse  to  rescue  the  bleed- 
ing country  from  the  effect  of  wounds  tluis  wantonly 
inflicted,  it  will  participate  in  the  exercise  of  arbitrary 
power- 
Could  your  memorialists  discover  for  the  act  com- 
plained of,  one  feeble  pretence  in  reason  or  in  law, 
they  would  summon  to  their  assistance  the  best  conso 
lations  of  patriotism,  and  patiently  abide  by  the  redress 
which  the  elective  power  may  afford.  But  when  they 
are  referred  to  no  authority,  and  are  informed  of  no 
danger  to  justify  or  excuse  the  act;  when  they  are  told 
that  their  constituents  are  to  be  involved  in  ruin — that 
the  constitution  of  their  country  is  to  be  invaded — that 
the  best  hopes  of  a  happy  people  are  to  be  blasted  for 
the  sake  of  an  experiment:  and  when  that  experiment 
has  done  its  office,ai\d  has  proved  itself  to  be  altogether 
disastrous, they  cannot, ^because  they  feel  they  otight  not 
to,  delay  to  throw  themselves  upon  Congress  for  ample 
and  immediate  relief.  Should  it  be  delayed  one  single 
hour,  distress  will  be  greatly  aggravated.  Should  Con- 
gress rise  without  specific  measures  to  carry  the  balm 
of  consolation  to  the  hearts  of  3'our  desponding  coun- 
trymen, the  extent  of  the  calamity  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  foretell. 

The  representatives  of  Pennsylvania  are  especially 
called  on  to  listen  to  the  mournful  voice  of  their  suffering 
fellow  citizens.  T  hey  will  not  surely  turn  a  deaf  ear 
to  the  cry  of  supplication,  speaking  from  so  maay  thou- 
sand tongues.  If  they  can,  let  them  listen  to  the  voice 
of  warning.  This  convention  is  composed  of  two  htin- 
died  and  fifty  members — of  whom  two  hundred  and 


eight  have  been  in  attendance.  Of  the  whole  number 
not  less  than  seventy-five  have  heretofore  been  friends 
and  supporters  of  the  chief  magistrate,  whose  acts  have 
plunged  the  nation  into  deep  calamity.  They  have 
deemed  it  due  to  their  love  ofcountry.to  hold  fast  by  the 
constitution  through  evil  and  through  good  report;  and 
when  a  President,  to  whom  they  have  been  ardently' at- 
tached, forgets  the  tie— infinitely  stronger  than  the 
strongest  tie  of  personal  devotion — that  ought  to  bind 
him  to  his  country  and  her  laws,  they  deem  it  equally 
their  duty  to  cast  him  off  forever. 

Your  memorialists  are  well  assured  that  a  single  act  of 
Congress,  calculated  to  give  renewed  confidence  in  our 
institutions  and  to  ensure  to  them  respect  and  obedience 
hereafter,  would  at  once  arrest  the  progress  of  distress, 
and  restore  happiness  to  the  people.  The  violation  of 
the  constitution,  like  the  sudden  blast  of  death,  filled 
the  whole  nation  with  dismay  The  apphcationby  Con- 
gress of  the  remedy,  which  is  completely  within  their 
power,  will  dispel  with  magic  influence  the  shades 
which  now  envelop  the  country.  Your  memorialists 
confidently  believe,  that  the  restoration  of  the  deposits 
to  their  only  proper  depository — or  an  unequivocal  act 
disapproving  of  their  removal — or  an  act  re  charter- 
ing the  Bank  of  the  United  States — or  atiy  ad  which 
shall  effectually  restrain  the  Executive  from  carrying  on 
hostilities  against  the  policy  of  Congress,  and  the  peace 
and  welfare  of  the  country, would  afford  relief;  the  want 
of  which  is  so  sorely  felt,  and  the  possession  of  which  is 
so  anxiously  required.  And  they  respectfully  pray  that 
one  or  all  of  such  acts  may  be  passed. 
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TO  THE  REPORT  OF  THE  MINORITY  OF  THE 
BANK  INVESTIGATION  COMMITTEE. 

No.  1. 
Philadelphia,  North  American  Hotel, 

April  23,  1834. 
Sir — I  have  been  directed  by  the  committee  appoint- 
ed to  investigate  the  affairs  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  to  enclose  to  you  the  accompanying  copy  of  a 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  U. 
States,  and  to  inform  you  that  the  committee  will  be 
prepared  to  visit  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to- 
morrow, at  any  hour  that  will  be  agreeable  to  you  to 
receive  them,  to  commence  the  discharge  of  the  duties 
assigned  to  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  THOMAS, 
Chairman  Committee  of  Investigation. 
N.  Biddle,  Esq. 

President  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
Resolved,  That,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining,  as 
far  as  practicable,  the  cause  of  the  commercial  embar- 
rassment and  distress  complained  of  by  numerous  citi- 
zens of  the  United  Slates,  in  sundry  memorials  which 
have  been  presented  to  Congress  at  the  present  session, 
and  of  inquiring  whether  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  has  been  violated,  and  also  what  cor- 
ruptions and  abuses  have  existed  in  its  management; 
whether  it  has  used  its  corporate  power,  or  money,  to 
control  the  press,  to  interfere  in  politics,  or  influence 
elections,  at-.d  whether  it  has  had  any  agency,  through 
its  management  or  money,  in  producing  the  existing 
pressure,  a  select  committe  be  appointed  to  inspect  the 
books  and  examine  into  the  proceedings  of  said  Bank, 
who  shall  report  whether  the  provisions  of  the  charter 
have  been  violated  or  not,  and  also  what  abuses,  corrup- 
tions, or  malpractices  have  existed  in  the  management 
of  said  Bank,  and  that  the  said  committee  be  authorized 
to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  summon  and  ex- 
amine witnesses  on  oath,  and  to  examine  into  the  affairs 
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of  the  said  Bank  and  branches;  and  they  are  further  au- 
thorized to  visit  the  principal  Bank,  or  any  of  its 
branches,  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting'  the  books,  cor- 
respondence, accounts,  and  other  papers  connected 
wilh  its  management  or  business;  and  that  the  said  com- 
mittee be  reqiiired.to  report  tlie  result  of  sucii  investi- 
gation, together  with  the  evidence  they  may  take,  at  as 
early  a  day  as  practicable. 

Bank  ufthe  United  States,  April  23,  1834. 
Sir— I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of 
this  day's  date,  with  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,   passed 
on  the  4th  instant. 

I  shall  forthwith  call  a  special  meeting  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  Bank,  at  nine  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning,  when  these  papers  shall  be  submitted  to  them,  1 
after  which  a  communication  on  the  subject  shall  be 
made  to  you. 

In  the  mean  time, 

1  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

N.  BIDDLE,  President. 
Hon .  Francis  Thomas, 
Chairman  Committee  of  Investigation. 

No.  2. 

Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  April  24,  1834. 
Sir — I  am  directed  by  a  Committee  of  the  Directors  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  10  send  you  the  enclosed 
copy  of  a  resolution,  adopted  this  morning  by  the 
Board,  at  a  special  meeting,  convened  in  consequence 
of  your  communication  of  yesterday  to  the  President, 
and  to  inform  you  that  the  Committee  will  immediately 
direct  the  necessary  arrangements  to  be  made  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives of  the  United  States,  and  will  attend  at 
the  Bank  to  receive  them  at  11  o'clock  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  SERGEANT,  Chairman. 
To  the  Hon.  Francis  Thomas, 

Chairman  Committee  of  Investigation. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  seven  members  of  the  , 
Board  be  appointed  to  receive  the  Committee  of  the  , 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
offer  for  their  inspection  such  books  and  papers  of  the 
Bank  as  may  be  necessary  to  exhibit  the  proceedings  of  I 
the  Corporation  according  to  the  requirement  of  the  ' 
charter.  | 

The  following  Directors  were  then  appointed  to  com- 
pose the  said  Committee. 

.Mr.  Sergeant,  Mr.  Eyre,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Neff,  Mr. 
Chauncey,  Mr.  Coxe,  Mr.  Henry. 

No.  3. 

Friday,  April  25,  1834. 

Mr-  Sergeant  offered  to  the  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  the  assistance  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Bank,  in  giving  every  facility  to  the  prosecution  of 
their  inquiry.  Mr.  Thomas  then  presented  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Bank  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  be  requested  to  furnish  the  Committee 
with  a  list  of  the  books  of  the  Bank,  with  an  explana- 
tion of  the  purpose  for  which  each  is  designed,  and 
the  names  of  the  clerks  to  whose  care  and  custody  they 
are  respectively  committed;  and,  also,  a  copy  of  the 
by-laws  now  in  force  in  the  Bank,  and  of  the  by-laws  in 
force  prior  to  the  first  Monday  of  December,  1829. 

No.  4. 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  April  25,  1834. 
Sir — I  have  had  the  honor  to  send  you,  agreeably  to 
your  request,  •'  a  list  of  the  books  of  the  Bank,  with 


an  explanation  of  the  purpose,  for  which  each  is  de- 
signed. " 

In  regard  to  the  remaining  part  of  the  inquiry,  "the 
names  of  the  clerks  to  whose  care  and  custody  they 
are  respectively  committed,"  1  am  instructed  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Board  to  sjy,  tiiat  these  books  are 
not  understood  to  be  in  the  care  and  custody  of  the 
clerks,  but  in  the  general  custody  of  the  Board.  The 
names  of  the  clerks  who  make  entries  in  them,  and  for 
that  purpose  liave  possession  ot  them  dining  the  hours 
of  business,  ai'e  added  to  tlie  list  of  tlie  books. 

I  also   enclose  "  a  copy  of  the  by-laws  now  in  force 
in  the    Bank,  and  of  the  by-laws  in  force  prior  to   the 
first  Monday  of  December,  1829." 
1  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Verv  respectfully,  your  ob't  sv't. 

JOHN  SERGEANT,  Chairman. 
The  Hon.  Francis  Thomas, 

Chairman  of  Committee  of  Investigation. 

No  5. 
Bank  if  the  United  States,  April  26,  1834. 

Sir — In  compliance  with  the  direction  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Investigation,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you 
the  accompanying  resolutions. 

I  am,  very  respectfully. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

FUANCIS  THOMAS,  Chairman. 
To  John  Sergeant,  Esq. 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Directors  Bank  U.  S. 

No.  6. 

[Enclosed  in  the  foregoing.] 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings,  investigations,  and 

examinations  of  the  Committee,   of  the  books,  papers, 

and  affairs  of  the  Bank,    shall  be  confidential,  unless 

otherwise  ordered  by  thu  Committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  investigation  of  this  Committee 
into  the  affairs,  management,  and  concerns  of  the  Bank, 
of  the  United  States,  shall  be  conducted  without  the 
presence  of  any  person  who  is  not  required  or  invited  to 
attend  the  examination  of  this  Committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  Chairman  communicate  a  copy 
of  the  foregoing  resolutions  to  the  Committee  appoint- 
ed by  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to 
receive  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives 

A  true  copv. 

RICHARD  RUSH. 
Secretary  to  the  Committee- 
No.  7. 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  April  26,  1834. 
Sir — I  have  received,  and  have  laid  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
your  note  of  this  date,  and  the  enclosed  copy  of  the  re- 
solutions of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States.     I  am  directed  by  the  Com- 
mittee to  inform  you  that  your  communication  will  be 
laid  before  the  Board  at  a  special  meeting  convened  for 
the  purpose,  and   that  we  will  be  prepared  to  make 
known  to  you  the  decision  of  the  Board  at  your  next 
meeting,  on  Monday,  at  11  o'clock. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  SERGE.VNT,  Chairman- 
To  the  Hon.  Francis  Thomas, 

Chairman  Committee  of  Investigation. 

No.  8. 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  Ai>v]l2S,  1834. 
Sir — In  conformity  to  my  communication  of  tlie  26th 
instant,  your  note  of  that  date,  and  the  resolutions  en- 
closed in  it,  have  been  laid  befoie  the  board  of  Direc- 
tors of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  at  a  special  meet- 
ing convened  for  the  purpose.     I  have  now  the  honor 
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^o  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  resolutiona  of  the  Board, 
and  to  be. 

With  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  SEUGEANT,  Chan-man. 
Hpn.  Francis  Thomas, 

Chairman  Committee  House  of  Kepresentatives. 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Board  recognize  the  right  of 
the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Kepresentatives  of  the 
United  States  tQ  inspect  the  books,  and  to  examine  into 
the  proceedings  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  the  charter,  and  to  tnabls 
the  Committee  to  exercise  this  right,  according  to  the 
order  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  Board  have 
endeavored  to  do  all  that  could  manifest  their  respect 
for  the  committee,  or  contribute  to  the  convenient  per- 
formance of  its  duty,  by  oflTering  a  ronm  in  the  banking 
house  for  its  accommodation,  and  appointing  a  commit- 
tee of  Directors  to  exhibit  the  books  and  papers  ac- 
tordinif  to  the  requirement  of  the  charter:  but  the 
Board  cannot,  consistently  with  their  sense  of  duty  to 
the  Bank,  and  of  the  obligations  of  the  trust  committed 
to  them,  consent  to  give  up  the  custody  and  possession 
of  the  books  and  papers  of  the  Bank,  nor  permit  them 
to  be  exarnined  but  in  the  presence  of  the  Committee 
appointed  by  the  Board. 

2.  Resolved,  That  considering  the  nature  of  the  pro- 
ceedings vvhipli  resulted  in  the  resolution  for  the 
appointment  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  Uriited  States,  and  considering  the  very 
grave  and  accusatory  nature  of  the  inquiries  directed  to 
be  made  by  that  resolution,  as  well  in  their  bearipg  up- 
on the  Bank,  as  upon  the  individual  citizens  intrusted 
with  its  administration,  tlie  Board  cannot  but  deem  it 
due  to  the  demands  of  common  justice,  that  the  institu- 
tion and  the  individuals  should  have  the  opportunity  to 
bje  present,  by  their  representatives  appointed  for  that 
pyirpose,  at  all  examinations  to  be  made  by  the  Com- 
mittee touching  their  character  and  conduct,  whether 
the  same  be  of  bonks  and  papers,  or  of  witnesses.  It  is 
most  manifest  to  the  Board,  that  for  the  purpose  of  ar- 
^•ivingat  the  truth,  examination  in  the  presence  of  the 
parties  would  be  the  natural  and  effectual  mode  ofpro- 
c^e(\ing;  atvd  the  Board,  beingr  confident  that  examina- 
tiojis  so  cojiducted  wouhl  result  in  a  manner  creditable 
to  the  Bank,  have  promptly  and  cheerfully  acceded  to 
the  amplest  investigation:  but  if  they  are  to  understand 
the  resolutions  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives of  the  United  States,  of  the  26th  instant, 
as  announcing  an  intention  to  pursue  a  different  course, 
t\iey  do  solemnly  protest  against  the  same,  being  fully 
satisfied  that  secret  and  partial  examinations  are  unjust 
and  oppressive,  and  contrary  to  common  right  and  nev- 
er to  be  resorted  to  but  in  cases  of  necessity,  of  which 
the  present  cannot,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  be  said 
\o  be  one. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  appointed  on  the 
34th  instant,  be  instructed  to  furnish  a  certified  copy 
of  the  foregoing  resolutions  to  the  Committee  of  the 
^ftus^  of  I^epresei;\tatives  of  the  United  States, 

No.  9. 
Banlcofthe  fjnifed States,  AprW  28,  1834. 
Sir — I  have  been  directed  by  the  Committee  of  Inves- 
tigation to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
28th  inst.  and  to  inform  you  that  I  shall  be  authorized 
^p,  reply  to  it  by  to-morrow  at  9  o'clock,  A.  M. 
^  am,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  THOMAS. 
J[ohn  Sergeant,  F.sq. 

Chairman  of  the  Connmittee  of  Directors  of  the 
V.  S.  Bank. 

No.  10. 
Qommiltee  Room,  April  29,  1834. 
^ir. — I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  the  accompa- 
flyi^^g  copies  of  resolutions  which  have  been  adopted  to- 


day by  the  Committee  of  Investigation,  in  reply  to  your 
communication  of  the  28th  instant. 
With  great  respect, 

1  am  your  ob't  servant, 

FRANCIS  THOMAS. 
To  John  Sergeant,  Esq. 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Directors  of  tl\e 
U.  S.  Bank. 

Na  11. 

[Enclosed  in  the  foregoing.] 

Committee  Room,  April  29,  1834. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Investigation  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  on  motion, 

1.  Resolved,  That  this  Committee  duly  appreciate 
the  disposition  manifested  by  the  Directors  of  tlieBank 
of  the  United  States,  in  offering  accommodations  in 
their  banking  house  forits  use,  as  contained  in  the  com- 
munication of  the  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 
of  the  24th  instant,  that  this  committee  accepted  that 
offer  under  the  belief  that  it  woidd  promote  as  well  it^ 
convenience  as  that  of  the  ofRcers  of  the  Bank,  and 
tha*  the  room  thus  offered  would  be  exclusively  for  its^ 
occupation,  and  that  of  those  whose  attendance  might 
be,  bv  the  committee,  required  or  assented  to,  during, 
the  business  hours  of  the  Bank,  and  that  the  committee 
is  willing  still  so  to  consider  it. 

2.  Resolved,  7  hat  this  committee  charged  with  im- 
portant duties,  and  acting  under  its  responsibility  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  the  laws  of  the  Unitec^ 
States,  claims  the  right,  to  be  exercisedat  its  discl•etion,^ 
to  compel  the  production  of  the  books  and  papers  of 
the  Bank  for  inspection,  and  to  inspect  the  same  in  such 
mode  as  to  the  committee  may  seem  best  calculated  to 
promote  the  objects  of  its  inquiry.  But  this  committee 
has  not  determined  that  it  will  become  necessary  to, 
perform  that  duty,  out  of  the  presence  of  those  charg- 
ed by  the  directors  to  submit  the  same  to  the  inspec- 
tion of  the  committee. 

3.  Resolved,  Tliat  this  comrnittee  cannot  recognize 
the  right  of  the  Board  of  Directors  to  regard  the  resolu-. 
tion  of  the  House  of  Representatives  as  accusatory  m. 
its  character,  or  this  committee  as  charged  with  the  du-. 
ty  of  criminating  the  Bank  or  its  officers.  That,  in  the 
resolution  of  the  26th  instant,  the  committee  intended 
to  assert  its  rights  to  control  its  own  proceedings,  anil) 
not  to  indicate  a  purpose  of  making  a  secret  and  partial 
examination,  or  of  practicing  injustice  or  oppression. 
That  the  committee  cannot  but  regard  the  expression, 
of  such  an  apprehension  by  the  Board  of  Directors  a? 
unjust  to  Us  members,  and  unauthorized  by  the  reso- 
lution. 

4.  Resolved,  That  th's  commmittee  actuated  by  a. 
sense  of  ju.stice,  will  unhesitatingly  afford  to  every  per- 
son, whose  chara'  ter  or  conduct  may  seem  to  be  affect- 
ed in  the  pro,gress  of  their  investigations,  a  full  oppor- 
tunity of  explanation  and  defence,  but  claim  the  right 
of  determining  the  time  and  mode  of  giving  such  privi- 
lege; and,  therefore,  cannot  recognize  the  right  of  the 
directors  to  prescribe  the  course  to  be  pursued  by  this 
committee  in  making  its  examinations. 

5.  Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions 
be  communicated  by  the  chairnian  to  the  comti^ittee  of 
the  Directors  of  the  Bank. 

No.  12. 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  April  29,  1834. 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  note  of  . 
this  date,  and  the  copy  enclosed  in  it,  of  the  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States.  They  have  been  laid  be- 
fore the  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  I 
am  directed  by  them  to  make  the  following  reply. 

The  committee  would,  in  the  first  place,  respectful- 
ly state  that  it  was  not  their  intention,  nor  the  intentioi\ 
of  the  Board,  to  allege  that  the  Committee  of  Investiga- 
tion was  charged  with  the  duty  of  criminating  the  Bank 
or  officers.     They  n\eant  only  to  say,  as  will  be  seen,  by 
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reference  to  the  resolution,  that  the  inquiries  directed 
to  be  made  were  in  their  nature  accusatory;  and  so  the 
Committee  of  the  Board  are  still  obliged  to  consider 
them. 

The  Committeee  would  further  respectfully  state  that 
it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  Board  to  impute  to  the 
Committee  of  Investig-ation  a  purpose  of  making  a  se- 
cret and  partial  examination,  or  of  practising  injustice 
pr  oppression.  They  simply  intended  to  insert  what 
they  beheve  to  be  beyond  all  dispute  or  doubt,  that  se- 
cret and  partial  examinations  into  matters  which  have 
^  bearing  upon  the  character  and  conduct  of  individuals 
are  unavoidably  unjust  and  oppressive. 

And,  finally,  the  committee  would  most  respectfully 
disclaim  all  intention  to  control,  in  any  manner,  the 
proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Investigation,  or  to 
prescribe  to  it  any  course  whatever.  The  Board  are  ve 
ry  sensible  they  have  neither  the  power  nor  the  right 
to  do  so.  The  only  purpose  of  the  Board  was  to  ex- 
hibit respectfully  to  the  Committee  of  Investigation 
their  views  of  their  own  rights  upon  the  two  points  pre- 
sented by  the  resolutions  of  the  Committee  of  Investi- 
gation of  the  26th  instant,  from  which  views  they  have 
seen  no  reason  to  depart. 

The  Con^mittee  are  very  happy  to  perceive,  that,  as 
yet,  there  is  iio  practical  difference  between  the  views 
pf  the  Board  and  those  entertained  by  the  Committee 
of  Investigation,  as  to  the  mode  of  proceeding  to  be 
adopted,  inasmuch  as  the  resolutions  you  have  done  me 
the  honor  to  send  me,  inform  us  that  the  Committee  of 
Investigation  have  not  come  to  any  decision,  and  we, 
therefore,  may  indulge  a  hope,  that,  seeing  the  rea- 
sonableness and  justice  of  tlie  views  respectfully  sug- 
gested by  the  Board  of  Committee  of  Investigation,when 
they  come  to  decide,  will  not  differ  from  the  Board  in 
opinion. 

I  am  directed,  in  conclusion,  respectfully  to  request, 
Vhen  the  Committee  of  Investigation  shall  have  decid 
ed  upon  the  mode  of  proceeding  they  will  adopt,  they 
will  be  good  enough  to  communicate  their  decision 
that  the  Board  may  be  able  to  take  such  measures  as  it 
piay  seem  to  require.  In  the  mean  time,  I  beg  you  to 
be  assured  of  the  continued  disposition  of  the  Board 
and  the  Committee  to  contribute  all  that  may  be  in  their 
power  to  promote  the  accommodation  and  convenience 
of  tlie  Committee  of  Investig'ation,  as  well  as  of  the 
great  respect  of 

Sir,  yoqr  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  SERGEANT,  Chairman. 

^0  the  Hon.  Francis  Thomas, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Re-, 
presentatives  of  the  United  States. 

No.  13. 
Committee  Room,  April  29,  1834. 
Sir— In  compliance  with  the  directions  of  the  Com- 
jnittee  of  Investigation,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to 
you  the  accompanying  resolutions. 

With  high  respect,  I  am  your  obedient  servant, 
FRANCIS  THOMAS,  Chairman. 
To  John  Sergeant,  Esq. 

Chairman  of  the   Committee  of  Directors  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States. 
No.  14. 
[Enclosed  in  the  foregoing.] 
Resolved,  That  the  President,  Directors,  and  Com- 
pany of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to 
furnish  the  Committee  with  a  statement  of  the  out-stand- 
ing certificates  of  the  public  debt,  for  which  the  Bank 
holds  the  money  in  deposit  to  redeem,  under  the  desig- 
nation of  "  redemption  of  public   debt,"  showing  the 
pames  and  residence  of  the  holders  of  such  out-stand- 
ing certificates;  the  amount  of  each,  and  the  aggrega'e 
of  the  whole;  the  class  of  loans  to  which   they  belong 
respectively,  and  whether  the  Bank  has  paid  interest 


to  any  of  the  holders  of  the  same,  sinqe  tliey  fell  due 
and  payable. 

A  true  copy:  RICHARD  RUSH, 

Secretary. 

No  15. 

Resolved,  That  the  President,  Directors,  and  Com- 
pany of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to 
furnish  the  committee  with  the  entire  correspondence 
between  said  Bank,  or  any  of  its  agents,  and  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  and  Baring,  Brothers  and  Com- 
pany, and  Hottinguer  and  Company,  touching  the  bill 
of  exchange  dravvn  by  the  Treasury  Department  on  the 
French  Government,  on  the  7th  of  February,  1833;  al- 
so, copies  of  all  accounts,  and  accounts  current  with 
said  Bank,  from  either  Baling-.  Brothers  and  Company, 
or  Hottinguer  and  Company,  between  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary and  July,  1833. 

A  true  copy:  RICHARD  RUSH,  Secretary. 

No.  16. 

Resolved,  That  the  President,  Directors,  and  Com- 
pany of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to 
furnish  the  committee  with  a  list  of  the  names  and  re^ 
sidences  of  all  the  persons  who  surrendered  their  cer- 
tificates of  three  per  cent,  stock,  and  received  a  credit 
on  the  books  of  the  Bank  therefor;  the  time  when,  .^nd 
amount  placed  at  the  credit  of  each;  the  aggregate 
amount  thus  surrendered,  and  the  dates  at  which  the 
same  were  paid  by  the  Bank  to  the  proprietors;  the 
names  of  the  agents  employed  by  the  Bank  in  any  ne- 
gotiations or  arrangements  to  postpone  the  payments  of 
said  stocks;  the  compensation  allowed  to  each  agent; 
and  the  amount  of  expenses  allowed  to  each  in  addition 
to  compensation. 

A  true  copy:  RICHARD  RUSH,  Secretary. 

No.  17. 

Resolved,  That  the  President,  Directors,  and  Com- 
pany of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to 
furnish  the  comm'ttee  with  a  statement,  showing  the 
names  of  all  special  agents  employed  by  the  Bank 
since  its  establishment,  the  objects  of  such  agencies, 
the  compensation  allowed  to  each,  the  services  render- 
ed by  each,  the  duration  of  such  agencies,  the  expen- 
ses allowed  to  each  in  addition  to  compensation,  and 
whether  either  of  such  agents  was  either  a  member  of 
Congress,  State  Legislature,  or  officer  of  the  General 
Government,  at  the  time  of  employment. 

A  true  copy:  KICHARD  RUSH,  Secretary. 

No.  IS. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Directors  of  tlie 
Bank  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  furnish  this 
Committee  with  the  following  statements: 

1st.  A  statement  showing  the  amount  of  public  mo- 
ney on  deposit  in  the  Bank  and  its  branches  respective- 
ly, to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  and  other  officers  of 
the  United  States,  in  each  month,  from  April,  1832,  to 
April,  1834,  inclusive. 

2d.  A  statement  showing  the  number  of  votes  given 
at  each  election  for  Directors  of  the  parent  Bank  since 
December,  1832;  showing,  also,  what  number  of  votes 
were  given  in  person  by  the  Stockholders;  and  what 
number  of  proxy,  and  by  whom  such  proxies  were 
held,  and  a  list  of  the  Directors  elected  at  each  elec- 
tion. 

3d.  A  statement  showing  the  amount  of  gold  and  sil- 
ver coin  which  has  been  purchased  or  sold  by  the  Bank, 
the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom  such  sales  and  from 
whom  such  purch;ises  have  been  mude,  and  the  gross 
amount  by  profit  derived  by  the  Bank  therefrom:  and 
also  showing  tiie  most  usual  and  highest  prices  receiv- 
ed for  eacli  of  the  following  descriptions  of  coin,  and 
whether  the  same  have  been  sold  in  the  United  States, 
or  in  foreign  countries. 

1.  Gold  eagles,  halves,  and  quarters  of  the  United 
States'  Coinage. 
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2.  Silver  dollars,  halves,  and  quarters  of  the  same 
coinage. 

3.  Spanish  doubloons,  and  their  parts- 

4.  Patriot  do.  do. 

5.  Spanish  milled,  Mexican,  Peruvian,  and  Chilian 
dollars. 

6.  English  guineas  and  sovereigns. 

7.  Louisd'ors  of  France,  and  five  franc  pieces. 

8.  Half  joes  of  Portugal  or  Brazil. 

4th.  A  statement  showing  the  amount  of  gold  or  sil- 
ver coin  which  has  been  drawn,  by  order  of  the  parent 
Bank,  from  each  of  its  western,  southwestern,  and 
southern  offices;  and  also,  the  amount  of  specie  which 
has  been  sent  thereto  by  the  same  authority. 

5th.  A  statement  showing  the  names  of  all  persons, 
alphabetically  arranged,  who  were  indebted  to  the  pa- 
rent Bank  on  the  1st  Monday  of  December,  1829; 
showing,  also,  whether  by  authority  from  the  Board  of 
Directors,  the  Exchange  Committee,  the  President,  or 
other  officer  of  the  Bank,  each  loan  thus  made,  the  resi- 
dence of  each  borrower  or  debtor,  the  terms  on  which 
each  loan  was  made,  and  whether  each  debtor  was  lia- 
ble as  endorser  or  drawer,  principal  or  security. 

6th.  Statement,  similar  to  the  foregoing,  of  the  debts 
due  to  the  parent  Bank  on  the  1st  day  of  June,  1832, 
and  on  the  28th  day  of  April,  1834. 

7th.  A  statement  showing  the  amount  of  foreign  or 
domestic  gold  or  silver  coin,  or  bullion,  which  has  been 
exported  by  the  Bank,  for  each  and  every  month.since 
the  1st  of  March,  1832,  and  the  profits  derived  by  the 
Bank  from  such  exportation;  and  also  the  amount  of 
specie  imported  by  the  Bank  within  the  same  period. 

8th.  A  statement  showing  the  capital  of  each  of  the 
officers  or  branches  of  the  Bank,  with  a  tabular  state- 
ment showing  the  liability  and  resources  of  each 
branch  or  office,  on  the  1st  of  each  and  every  month, 
from  March,  1832,  to  April,  1834,  inclusive. 

9th.  A  statement  showing  the  amount  of  domestic 
bills  possessed  by  each  of  the  branches  and  officers  of 
the  Bank  on  the  first  day  of  each  month,  from  March, 
1832,  to  April,  1834,  inclusive;  showing  also  the  places 
at  which  the  same  were  purchased,  and  the  time  when 
and  places  where,  the  same  were  or  will  be  payable. 

10th.  A  statement  showing  the  amount  of  money 
which  has  been  at  any  time  loaned  by  the  Bank  on 
pledges  of  stock  as  collateral  security,  the  kind  and 
description  of  stocks  thus  pledged,  the  date  and  terms 
of  each  loan,  the  names  of  the  borrowers,  with  the 
amount  now  due  by  such  borrowers  respectively. 

11th.  A  statement  showing  the  names  of  the  stock- 
holders of  the  Bank,  with  the  number  of  shares  held  by 
each,  the  residence  of  each,  their  official  stations,  it  in 
office,  and  showing  also  the  aggregate  number  and  va- 
lue of  the  shares  held  by  foreigners  and  citizens  of  the 
United  States  respectively. 

A  true  copy :  BIC  H A  RD  RUS  H. 

(To  be  continued.) 


For  the  Register. 
AMERICAN  MOLE  LOCUST. 
This  extraordinary  insect  has  again  visited  us  after 
a  regular  intermission  of  seventeen  years.  I  remarked 
the  first  free  from  its  shell  on  the  twentieth  of  May, 
which  corresponds  with  the  time  I  observed  them  in 
1817,  and  in  1800.  Vast  numbers  have  perished  from 
the  coldness  of  the  season,  having  ventured  forth  from 
the  earth,  and  not  having  strength  to  burst  their  shells. 
they  perished. 

About  sunset  I  have  seen  them  emerging  from  the 
earth,  then  directing  their  course  to  a  tree,  wall, 
fence,  ihrub  or  plant,  by  which  it  can  hold  or  attach 
itself  until  the  shell  hardens;  then  the  insect  within, 


raising  its  back,  bursts  open  a  rent,  which  if  it  be  strong 
enough,  the  insect  passes  through  wonderfully  changed 
and  changing;  its  colour  whitish,  its  wings  small,  with 
eyes  to  enable  it  to  find  its  way  in  the  light  of  day,  as 
its  former  eyes  enabled  it  to  see  only  in  the  ground 
where  it  worked  its  way  like  the  mole.  One  night  is 
all  that  is  necessary  to  complete  its  change  into  a  per- 
fect Locust. 

These  insects,  where  they  meet  with  no  impediment 
in  rising  through  passages  in  rock,  soon  come  forth  in 
warm  weather,  deposit  their  eggs,  then  die- 

It  is  an  error  that  they  can  only  be  found  where  trees 
stood  seventeen  years  ago.  Sometimes  the  soil  con- 
tains too  large  a  portion  of  corrupt  matter,  in  that  case 
the  insects  will  avoid  such  places,  and  will  travel  on  un- 
til they  meet  a  more  genial  soil. 

That  they  go  down  to  a  great  depth  is  certain,  for  in 
digging  wells  they  have  been  found  fifty,  sixty  and 
seventy  feet  under  limestone  rock,  in  the  vicinity  of  wa- 
ter, from  which  probably  it  obtains  its  food  when  in  the 
earth.  As  God  created  no  insect  without  its  use,  it  is 
supposed  that  those  Insects  by  working  in  the  earth, 
form  subterraneous  passages  for  water,  and  thus  supply 
man  with  that  great  luxury. 

The  Locust  ascends  not  perpendicularly,  but  if  his 
course  be  examined,  he  is  to  be  found  frequently  to 
have  deviated  from  a  point  where  he  could  have  emerg- 
ed from  the  earth  easily,  but  from  some  repug- 
nance to  the  top  soil,  at  a  distance  of  fifty  feet  he  as- 
cended. 

In  a  county  like  Lancaster,  where  a  surface  of  lime- 
stone rock  interposes  itself  as  a  barrier,  these  insects 
are  obliged  to  seek  for  passages  through  the  rocky  cre- 
vices and  openings,  hence  they  are  still  seen  emerging 
on  an  evening. 

Where  no  rock  interposed,  the  Locust  has  risen,  de- 
posited its  eggs  and  died.  C.  R. 
Lancaster,  June  10th,  1834. 

From  the  National  Gazette. 
THE  LOCUSTS. 

This  being  the  season  for  the  appearance  of  the  in- 
sect denominated  in  common  parlance  "  the  seventeen 
years  locust,"  and  as  much  curiosity  has  been  evinced 
in  relation  to  them,  by  the  juvenile  part  of  the  commu- 
nity, I  offer  for  their  instruction  the  results  of  a  few  ob- 
servations, commenced  a  long  time  since,  on  the  habits 
of  this  insect.  Being  obliged  to  trust  in  some  particu- 
lars to  memory,  I  do  not  promise  to  be  critically  cor- 
rect, and  therefore  will  not  complain,  if  some  young 
observer  should  detect  and  point  out  an  error- 

In  the  spring  or  summer  of  1799,  when  a  child,  my 
father  one  day  called  my  attention  to  a  feeole  croaking 
sound,  which  may  be|compared  to  a  certain  note  of  the 
toads  in  the  spring,  but  on  a  much  lower  key — on  going 
to  the  spot  from  whence  it  proceeded,  we  discovered 
one  of  the  locusts  in  question,  and  the  only  one  I  have 
ever  seen  above  ground,  at  a  time  different  from  that 
appointed  for  the  appearance  of  the  whole  tribe.  In 
the  following  year  the  grand  parents  of  our  present  visi- 
ters came  to  light.  In  November  1812, 1  found  a  large 
number  of  locusts  under  an  old  apple  tree,  between  two 
and  three  feet  below  the  surface,  and  just  beyond  the 
reach  of  frost  in  ordinary  winters,  having  every  appear- 
ance of  such  as  now  issue  from  the  ground,  and  nearly 
of  the  same  size.    They  were,  no  doubt,  the   progeny 
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of  the  tribe  that  appeared  twelve  years  before,  and  a 
portion  of  the  same  family  which  in  1817,  after  having 
fulfilled  all  the  subterranean  duties  on  them  enjoined, 
issued  from  their  dark  abodes  to  finish  above  ground  a 
career  protracted  greatly  beyond  the  lives  of  ordinary 
insects. 

This  suggests  a  question  worthy  the  attention  of  the 
curious  in  such  matters,  viz:  whether  other  insects 
which  have  not  been  carefully  tracked  throughout  the 
whole  course  of  their  existence,  and  of  which  some  an- 
nually appear,  may  not  be  much  longer  lived  than  we 
tiow  suppose  them  to  be. 

When  compared  to  the  ravenous  locusts  of  Africa, 
they  are  perfectly  harmless — and  no  one  has  ever  ob- 
served the  slightest  injury  done  to  vegetation  for  the 
purpose  of  satisfying  their  hunger;— if  they  feed  in  their 
winged  state,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  they  subsist 
on  moisture  alone. 

The  destruction  of  the  twigs  of  trees  and  bushes  is 
done  solely  for  the  purpose  of  continuing  their  species — 
anil  but  a  few  days  before  their  own  end.  The  female 
is  provided  with  a  sharp  pointed  instrument  with  which 
she  perforates  the  tender  branches,  and  therein  depo- 
sits a  large  number  of  eggs  which  remain  enclosed  in 
the  twigs  for  a  few  days.  When  the  egg  is  matured, 
a  minute  but  active  fac  simile  of  the  parent  in  its  chry- 
salis state  is  ushered  into  existence,  and  immediately 
descends  into  the  earth,  living  about  the  roots  of  trees, 
until,  at  the  appointed  time,  it  returns  to  the  surface 
for  the  purpose  of  undergoing  the  change,  and  of  con- 
tinuing its  species.  It  seeks  refuge  among  the  trees 
from  its  enemies,  the  birds,  as  well  as  for  the  purpose  of 
propagation. 

If  a  glass  ves-^el  be  filled  with  light  earth  and  the 
animal  soon  after  it  lias  quitted  the  egg  be  placed  on 
the  surface,  it  will  be  seen  after  a  very  short  time  at  the 
bottom  endeavoring  to  force  its  way  still  deeper — when 
first  hatched  it  is  quite  white,  but  afterwards  takes  the 
color  of  its  earthy  habitation  Like  the  Indians  they 
exist  in  separate  tribes,  occupying  a  distinct  section  of 
country,  making  their  appearance  in  different  years, 
but  invariably  after  the  sjime  interval  of  time. 

On  the  27th  June,  1815,  I  saw  a  portion  of  one  of 
their  countless  tribes  to  the  west  of  the  Allegheny 
mountains,  extending  if  I  am  not  mistaken  from  the 
summit  of  the  chestnut  ridge  into  the  state  of  Ohio,  be- 
yond Steubenville,  occupying  every  shrub  and  tree  ex- 
cept the  pines,  and  the  black  walnut,  hickory,  and  some 
few  of  the  same  genus.  On  my  return  in  the  latter  end 
of  the  following  month,  not  an  individual  of  the  myriads 
which  had  occupied  that  space  was  to  be  seen — the 
tops  of  the  forests  for  upwards  of  a  hundred  miles  ap 
peared  as  if  scorched  by  fire. 

In  1832,  just  seventeen  years  from  the  period  men 
tinned,  I  noticed  a  newspaper  paragraph  copied  from  a 
country  paper  which  stated  that  the  locusts  had  appear 
ed  in  that  quarter  in  large  numbers. 

The  northern  parts  of  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania  were 
visited  by  them  in  1826,  when  I  had  another  opportu 
nity  of  seeing  this  extraordinary  insect.  On  my  way 
from  Easton  through  Jersey  to  Miiford  in  Pike  county, 
Pennsylvania,  I  fell  in  with  a  very  numerous  body — 
how  far  they  extended  I  was  unable  to  learn,  but  they 
did  not  disappear  from  my  route  until  after  passing  a 
large  part  of  Pike  county,  a  distance  by  the  road  of 
more  than  sixty  miles  from  where  I  first  saw  tliem  on 
the  23d  of  May; — the  weather  had  been  extremely  hot 
and  dry  during  the  preceding  three  weeks. 

I  am  not  aware  that  they  prefer  one  kind  of  soil  to 
another,  if  both  be  sufficiently  dry — trees  and  shrubs 
appear  necessary  as  places  of  deposits  for  their  eggs 
and  consequently  though  numerous  in  the  State  House 
Square,  none  can  be  found  in  Washington  Square 
which  in  1817  was  destitute  of  trees. 


Locusts.— A  very  respectable  inhabitant,  who  has 
resided  in  Germantown  during  a  life  of  74  years,  men- 
tions  the  curious  facts  that  locusts  not  only  appear  eve- 
ry 17  years,  but  that  they  make  their  appearance  in 
great  numbers  always  on  the  25th  May.  Our  inform- 
ant recollects  their  advent  on  the  25th  of  May,  1766, 
then  six  years  old;  he  has  since  recorded  their  coming 

I  the 

25th  of  May,  1783, 
25th  of  Mav,  1800. 
25th  of  May,  1817. 

Their  holes  may  be  seen  in  ploughing,  or  under 
boards  laying  on  the  ground,  preparing  to  come  forth 
on  Sunday,  25th  inst. 

It  is  remarked  that  occasionally  a  few  locusts  are  seen 
creeping  out  of  their  hidden  places  before  the  25th,  but 
they  return  again  to  join  the  great  crowd. 

From  Poulson'a  American  Daily  Advertiser 
Mr.  Poulson  -Observing  in  your  useful  paper  a  few- 
days  since,  a  notice,  respecting  the  periodical  appear- 
ance of  the  Locusts,  I  am  induced  to  give  you  the  fol- 
lowing extract  from  the  memorandum  book  of  an  old 
native  citizen,  now  no  more,  born  in  the  year  1731, and 
who  was  very  precise  in  noting  down  remarkable  oc- 
currences. 

'•  May  19th,  1749,  I  arrived  from  London  in  the  ship 
Myrtilla,  Captain  Budden.  The  Locusts  were  here  in 
abundance. 

1766,  Locusts  came  again. 

1783,  Locusts  came  again. 

1800,   Locusts  came  again. 

1817,  Locusts  came  again. 

Thus  have  I  known  this  extraordinary  insect  appear 

four  times  in  Pennsylvania,  always  coming  out  about 

the  middle  of  May,  and  disappearing  about  the  25th  or 

26th  of  June. 

They  neither  eat  the  leaves  of  the  trees,  or  the  fruit 
— nor  have  they  ever  injured  the  grain;  they  perforate 
the  bark  of  the  tender  shoots  of  various  trees,  inject 
their  long  worm  like  eggs,  and  then  die  away." 

From  the  U.  S.  Gazette. 
Locusts — We  have  been  disposed  to  ridicule  the  re- 
ports circulated  in  the  papers,  of  the  death  of  several 
children  from  the  sting  of  locusts.  But,  we  learn,  that 
the  bite  of  this  noisy  visitor,  has,  in  several  instances, 
proved  fatal.  A  black  boy,  in  or  near  New  Castle, 
(Del. )  last  week,  gathered  several  locusts,  and  put 
them  into  his  hat,  to  be  carried  to  school.  While  thus 
confined,  the  animals  bit  his  head  in  several  places;  in 
a  short  time,  the  places  bitten  becan-.e  inflamed;  the 
head  swelled  very  much,  and  the  boy  died  in  a  few 
hours  afterwards.  We  saw  several  sores  on  a  person's 
hand,  caused  by  tlie  bite  of  locusts, 
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Coal  operations  of  1833  and  1834,  compared  at  • 
corresponding  period  of  each  year. 
Shipped  from  Mauch  Chunk,  by  the 

Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Co.  in 

1833,  up  to  May  22,  17,722  Tons. 

Ditto  1834,  up  to  ditto,  20,365 

Increase  from  Lehigh  in  1834,  2,643 

Shipped   from  Schuylkill    Coal  re- 
gion, in  1833,  up  to  May  23,  37,602  Tons. 
Ditto  1834,  up  to  ditto,                    26,837 


Decrease  on  Schuylkill  in  1834, 


30,765 


Sent  from  Lackawanna  mines  by 
Hudson  and  Delaware  Canal  com- 
pany, in  1833,  up  to  May  15,  9,900  Tons. 

Ditto  1834,   up  to  ditto,   none    reported— have   but 
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just  recently  commenced  doing  any  thing-  this  sea- 
son. 

iJecrease  of  Schuylkill  supply,  30,765  Tons. 

Ditto      Lackawanna,  9,900 

40,665 
Deduct  increase  of  Lehigh  company's 

shipments,  2,643 

Actual  fulling  off  in  coal  business  of 
1834,  compared  with  the  same  pe- 
riod of  1833,  38,0:2  Tons. 


From  the  Pittsburg  Gazette. 
KEMINISCRNCES. 
Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Editor,  dated 

Harhisborg,  May  24,  1834. 

I  left  Pittsburg  on  Wednesday  evening,  at  15  minutes 
past  eight  P.  M-  and  arrived  at  Chambersburg  at  half 
past  seven,  on  Friday  morning,  and  expected  to  reach 
Hurrisburg  that  afternoon  at  about  4  o'clock.  I  soon 
discovered  that  the  Good  Intent  Line  had  been  ordered 
from  the  Carlisle  and  Harrisburg  road  to  the  route  by 
Gettysburg  and  York  to  Columbia,  and  the  passengers 
conveyed  thence  to  Philadelphia  by  the  Rail  Road. 
Owing  to  this  change  I  was  compelled  to  wait  for  the 
Telegraph  Line,  which  leaves  Chambersburg  every 
morning  at  3  o'clock. 

Thus  I  had  before  me  an  entire  day  for  idleness  or 
reflection — and  it  occurred  to  me  that,  in  April,  1805, 
the  first  stage  crossed  the  mountains — the  same  Good 
Intent  Line  in  which  I  had  just  reached  Chambersburg. 
In  the  latter  part  of  the  month  of  April,  1805, 
1  left  Pittsburg,  for  N.  Jersey,  on  my  way  from,  Burr's 
expedition.  The  stage  then  left  Pittsburg  once  a 
week,  and  reached  Philadelphia  in  7  days  of  most  la- 
borious and  fatiguing  travel.  Four  and  a  h.ilf  most  toil- 
some days  were  spent,  in  1805,  in  reaching  Chambers- 
burg; a  point  which  1  had  now  reached  in  less  than  one 
and  a  half  days — and  during  each  of  those  four  and  a 
half  days,  much  more  fatigue  was  endured  than  in  the 
day  and  a  half  now  spent  in  a  rapid  journey  over  the 
whole  distance.  At  the  former  period,  the  stages 
would  average  almost  two  miles  per  hour  in  going  from 
Pittsburg  to  Chambersburg — now  they  average  from 
four  to  five.  If  there  is  so  much  improvement  in  the 
speed  of  the  travelling,  the  increase  in  the  amount  of 
travelhng  is  still  greater.  Twenty-nine  years  ago,  one 
stage  left  Philadelphia  every  week,  for  Pittsburg — now, 
not  less  than  six  or  seven  stages  leave  Philadelphia  and 
Baltimore  every  day,  for  Pittsburg  and  Wheeling,  ex- 
clusive of  the  travelling  by  the  Pennsylvania  Canals, 
and  also  exclusive  of  the  intercourse  with  the  West, 
through  Virginia  and  New  York. 

Such  retrospects  are  always  agreeable  to  me — they 
are  also  useful  ni  assisting  us  to  form  correct  estimates 
of  future  improvements.  I  believe  it  has  uniformly  been 
found  that  the  anticipations  of  the  most  sanguine,  as  to 
the  improvement  of  the  country,  have  fallen  short  of 
the  reality. 

When  the  Pittsburg  Gazette  was  established,  there 
was  no  regular  mail  to  Pittsburg,  and  the  editor  of  that 
paper  had  to  depend  upon  casual  conveyance  for  pa- 
pers. Shortly  after  that  time.  Col.  George  Morgan,  of 
Morganza,  expressed,  at  a  diimer  table  in  Philadelphia, 
his  belief  that  there  would  be  a  weekly  mail  to  I^ittsburg 
in  less  than  twenty  years! — he  was  "laughed  at — but  a 
much  less  time  saw  his  predictions  fulfilled. 

In  the  last  twenty-nine  years,  stage  travelling,  from 
the  Ohio  to  Philatlelphia  and  Bultimord,  has  increased 
at  the  rate  of  at  legist  36  to  1— if  it  should  increase  at 
any  thing  like  the  same  rate  during  the  next  thirty 
years— and  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  will— wh.tt  an  enor- 


mous amount  of  travelling  will  daily  pass  through  our 
state,  and  what  immense  sums  of  money  will  be  left  in 
the  intervening  country? 

I  have  just  heard  it  remarked,  by  an  intelligent  New 
Yorker,  that  when  their  canal  was  opened,  the  novelty 
of  that  mode  of  conveyance  attracted  a  good  deal  of 
travel,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  stages;  but  this  novel- 
ty very  soon  wore  off,  and  it  was  soon  fourld  that  the 
completion  of  the  canal  had  greatly  benefited  instea<l 
of  injuring  the  stage  proprietors.  So,  I  have  nodoubt, 
our  Pennsylvania  Improvements  will  also  operate — they 
will  produce  increased  business,  and  increased  travel- 
hng is  a  necessary  consequence- 

KITTANNINiB  AND  BROOKVILLE  STATE 
ROAD. 

Wg  have  just  conversed  with  Messrs.  Sloan,  Diih- 
can,  and  Cobbett,  who  were  appointed  by  the  late  act 
to  lay  out  a  State  Road  from  this  place  to  Brookville, 
in  Jefferson  county.  They  reached  this  borough  yes- 
terday morning,  having  completed  the  surrey  to  their 
entire  satisfaction.  The  distance  is  forty-two  miles  and 
ninety-six  perches,  graded  at  five  degrees.  The  ground 
over  which  it  passes  is  generally  good — scarcely  any 
rocky  or  mirey  places  on  the  route.  The  road  crosses 
Redbank  creek  at  Mr  Yost  Smith's,  about  midway  be- 
tweejithe  fording  and  the  dam.  The  Mahoning  hill  is  700 
feet  high,  and  required  a  length  of  a  mile  and  164 
perches  to  ascend  it  at  five  degrees;  from  thence  to  this 
borough,  by  the  route  surveyed,  there  are  no  other 
hills  of  any  consequence  to  be  overcome.  This  will 
be  a  valuable  and  important  road  to  the  people  both 
of  this  county  and  Jefferson. 

Kittanning  Gaz,  June  4. 

Spf.edt  arrival. — The  steamboat  from  New  York, 
with  the  morning  papers,  reached  this  city,  yesterday, 
a  few  minutes  after  one  o'clock,  and  we  were  enabled, 
by  extra  exertion,  to  furnish  some  interesting  extracts 
in  our  Gazette,  without  delaying  its  publication  more 
than  a  kvf  minutes  after  the  usual  hour.  The  facilities 
of  intercourse  between  New  York  and  Philadel- 
phia, are  now  so  perfect,  that  this  extraordinary  speed 
will  probably  be  obtained  daily,  without  difficulty.  If 
so,  we  shall  continue  the  plan  which  we  commenced 
yesterday,  not  doubting  but  that  the  arrangement  will 
prove  highly  gratifying  to  our  readers. 

Phila.  Gaz.  May  22. 

Uaii.  Road. — Cars  with  pusssengers  are  now  running 
daily  on  the  Rail  Road  from  Columbia  to  Philadelphia — 
fare  (§3.  The  Good  Intent  line  of  stages,  which  here- 
tofore ran  from  Chambersbug  via  Carlisle  and  Harris- 
burg to_Philadelphia,now  run  via  Gettysburg  and  York 
to  Columbia,  from  whence  the  passengers  are  convey- 
ed on  the  rail  road  to  Ph  ladelphia. 

Phil.  Gaz. 

Catterpillars  — It  appears  that  thai  kind  of  this  rep- 
tile which  made  the  forests  in  some  places  as  bare  in 
May,  as  chill  November's  surly  blasts,  could  have  made 
them,  have  within  a  few  days  appeared  in  some  parts  of 
this  county  more  numerous  than  they  were  ever  seen 
before.  Fencei  were  covered  so  thickly  by  them,  that 
no  particle  of  the  rails  could  be  seen. 

York  Gaz. 

A  Grey  Eagle  was  shot  in  the  neighborhood  of  Car- 
lisle a  few  days  since,  measuring  acrcss  the  wings  when 
extended,  six  feet  7  inches — length  of  bill  three  inches. 
It  was  an  off-hand  rifle  shot,  at  the  distance  of  one  hun- 
dred and  ten  or  fifteen  paces. 

Printed  every  Saturday  morning,  by  Wm.  F.  Geddes, 
No.  9,  Library  street,  Philadelphia. 


HAZARD'S 

REGISTER  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


THE   PIIESEUTATION   OF    EVERT    KIND    OF    USEFCL   INFORMATION   RESPECTING   THE  STATE. 


EDITED  BY  SAMUEL  HAZARD. 


VOL..  XIII.-NO.  25. 


PHILADELPHIA,  JUNE  21,  1S34. 


NO.  337. 


HOUSE  OF  REFUGE— ANNUAL  REPORT. 

The  Sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  House  of  Refus;e  of 
Philadelphia- 
To  the  Contributors  or  the  Hou«e  of  Refuge. 

The  Board  have  great  satisfaction  in  being  able  to 
report  to  the  contributors  that  the  history  of  the  Re- 
fuge for  the  year  just  eniJecl,  presents,  in  their  opinion, 
very  strong  evidence  of  its  beneficial  operation.  The 
numbers  received  into  the  House  have  been  91;  to 
wit,  68  males  and  23  females.  Tlie  numbers  bound 
out  during  the  same  period  have  been  76.  The  admis- 
sions, it  will  be  perceived,  have  been  fewer  than  usual. 
The  indentures  have  been  more  numerous  than  in  :.ny 
former  year.  They  may  state  also,  as  a  circumstance 
which  has  a  material  bearing  upon  tlie  usefulness  of  the 
Institution,  that  the  ages  of  those  received  have  been 
less  advanced  than  those  of  their  predecessors.  They 
feel  themselves  encouraged,  therefore,  to  repeat  to  the 
contributors  what  they  said  to  the  legislature  in  their 
last  repoit  to  that  body,  that  "  from  all  these  circum- 
stances, combined  conclusions  are  drawn  highly  fiwor- 
ableto  the  system,  and  to  the  particular  establishment. 
General  causes  oCimproper  conduct  are  not  reduced. — 
Vice  and  ignorance  exist,  and  crimes  are  the  natural 
consequence  of  them.  If  fewer  have  been  exhibited 
in  the  conduct  of  the  young,  the  result  may  be  imput- 
ed, partially  at  least,  to  the  good  effects  wliich  have 
been  produced  by  a  well  organized  House  of  Refuge, 
In  the  early  stages  of  error,  individuals  have  been  with- 
drawn b}'  it  from  the  sphere  where  they  could  most 
readily  indulge  in  bad  practices,  and  have  been  led  into  a 
better  course  of  life.  In  removing  the  parlicular  indi- 
vidual, the  evil  example  he  afforded  is  also  deprived 
ot  its  effect.  Confidence  in  the  efficacy  of  the  plan  is 
d.iily  gaining  strength.  Throughout  many  parts  of  the 
country,  persons  are  now  pursuing  an  honest  course  of 
industry,  who  were  rescued  from  a  career  of  idleness 
by  the  restraints  and  influences  of  this  place."  We 
may  add,  in  further  illustration  of  its  happy  tendency, 
that  one  who  was  an  inmate  of  the  House,is  at  this  time 
a  life  subscriber  for  its  support. 

Letters  received  from  those  with  whom  the  inmates 
have  been  placed  under  indentures  are  in  general  satis 
factory  and  encouraging.  In  connection  with  this  re- 
mark, we  would  repeat  the  urgent  solicitation  of  the 
Board,  especially  dwelt  upon  in  the  last  annual  report, 
that  in  committing  to  the  Refuge,  magistrates  will  dis- 
criminate as  to  age.  We  cannot  sufficiently  express  to 
them  our  sense  of  the  great  importance  of  sending  none 
in  whom  there  is  reason  to  fear  that  habits  of  vice  may 
have  become  fixed.  They  do  great  injury  to  tlie 
ether  inmates,  while  little  good  can  be  lioped  for  to 
themselves. 

The  Board  are  happy  to  say,  that  the  general  health 
of  the  establishment  has  been  good.  There  have  been 
some  cases  of  intermittent  and  remittent  fever.  But 
one  death  has  occurred  in  the  course  of  the  year,  and 
that  was  of  congestion  of  the  brain. 

Mr.  Neville  resigned  his  situation  as  teacher  on  the 
1st  day  of  September  last.  The  Board  have  pleasure 
in  bearing  testimony  to  his  merits,  and  to  the  ability 
and  fidelity  with  which  he  performed  his  duty-  After 
his  i-csignatlon  the  |)lace  was  occupied  successively   by 


Mr.  John  Maylin,and  Mr.  Tilghman  Culp,  until  the  1st 
of  March  la.st,  since  which  time  it  has  been  filled  by 
the  present  teacher,  Mr.  Z.  B.  Nichols.  The  time  is 
too  short  to  warrant  the  Board  in  speaking  positively 
of  his  qualifications,  but  they  are  gratified  in  being 
able  to  say  that  he  lias  hitherto  given  entire  satisfac- 
tion, and  in  their  opinion,  bids  fair  to  become  a  valua- 
ble officer. 

No  alteration  has  been  made  in  the  arrangement  of  the 
workshops.  The  inmates  are  employed  advantageous- 
ly to  themselves,  as  they  acquire  some  skill,  and— 
which  is  of  more  importance— habits  of  industry  and 
order.  The  Board  have  pleasure  in  adding  that  their 
labours  are  quite  a5  productive  of  jirofit  to  the  esta- 
blishment as  could  be  expedited  from  boys  of  their  age. 
The  Treasurer's  report  will  show  a  result  from  this 
source  of  more  tlian  twenty-nine  hundred  dollars. 

The  Sunday  Schools  continue  to  be  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  same  gentleman  and  his  associates,  of  whom 
mention  is  made  in  the  last  annual  report.  Their  able 
and  judicious  management  continues  to  be  blessed 
with  good  fruits,  and  to  entitle  them  to  the  renewed 
thanks  of  the  board  and  the  community. 

Divine  service  is  regularly  performed  in  the  chapel 
twice  every  Sunday.  Clergymen  of  different  denomi- 
nations officiate  in  this  labour  of  charity  with  great 
zeal,  to  the  manifest  edifical'on  of  the  household.  I  he 
Board  are  happy  to  boar  testimony  to  the  regularity 
andgooddeportment  of  the  inmates  in  their  attendance 
upon  worship. 

The  Board  also  feel  themselves  called  upon  to  ac- 
knowledge their  obligations  to  the  medical  gentlemen 
who  have  given  their  valuable  services  to  the  establish- 
ment, for  the  cheerful  promptness  with  which  they 
have  obeyed  every  call,as  wellasforthe  skill  and  ability 
ihey  have  manifested  in  the  gratuitous  application  of 
the  resources  of  their  art  in  every  case  of  need.  Per- 
haps the  board  ought  scarcely  to  consider  tins  an  in- 
dividual distinction,  since  the  medical  profession  in 
Philadelphia  has  always  been  characterized  by  humani- 
ty and  active  charity,  but  rather  to  say  that  their  con- 
duct has  been  worthy  of  their  profession. 

The  duties  of  die  supeiintendent,matron, and  other  of- 
ficers of  the  Institution,  have  been  discharged  in  a  man- 
ner entirely  satisfactory  to  the  board. 

The  Board  continue  to  hold  their  stated  meetings 
every  month.  The  Executive  Committee  meet  week- 
ly, and  the  Visiting  Committee  twice  a  week.  The 
Board  have  never  had  occasion  to  adjourn  for  want  of  a 
ciuorum.  ,  _  ,  .i    • 

The  Ladies'  Committee  meet  monthly,  and  their 
Visiting  Committee  weekly,  at  the  House.  1  he  Board 
have  to  repeat  the  acknowledgment  of  the  valuable 
aid  received  from  them,  especially  in  the  female  de- 
partment. They  are  sensible,  indeed,  that  the  admin- 
istration would  be  materially  defective  without  their 
judicious  suggestions  and  assistance. 

A  lee-acv  of  two  hundred  dollars  has  been  bequeath- 
ed to  the  House  by  the  late  General  Robert  Wharton. 
I  He  was  one  of  the  early  and  active  friends  of  the  esla- 
i  blishment,  contributed  one  hundred  dollars  onginallv. 
land  always  felt  a  lively  interest  in  its  welfare.  His 
1  testimony  in  its  favour  must  be  entitled  to  paiticularrc- 
ispcct,  a/he  h..d  the  best  opportunity  of  judging  of  ila 
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value,  from  the  experience  he  had  had,  during  the  ma- 
ny years  lie  so  faithfully  and  ably  performed  the  duties 
of  mayoi' ot  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

The  success  of  the  establishment  in  accomplishing 
the  purposes  for  which  it  was  designed,  must  put  an 
end  to  all  doubts  as  to  its  usefulness,  and  furnish  a  new 
and  increased  claim  for  the  support  of  liberal  patro- 
nage. The  number  received  inlo  the  House  since  the 
1st  of  May,  1833,  has  been,  as  already  stated,  91;  the 
number  discharged  98;  there  remain  157. 

The  ordinai-y  expenses  of  the  year  do  not  vary  mate- 
rially from  those  of  preceding  years.  But  the  Board 
have  been  obliged  to  encroach  upon  their  means  to  the 
amount  ofg2,406  17,  to  pay  for  curbing  and  paving  in 
Coates  street,  opposite  the  Hefuge  grounds.  To  pro- 
vide for  this  large  expenditure  has  put  the  Board  to 
considerable  inconvenience.  For  more  particular  in- 
formation, the  Board  refer  to  the  Treasurer's  account, 
and  the  reports  herewith  submitted. 

'I'he  library,  as  is  known,  was  originally  founded  by 
the  aid  of  benevolent  contributions,  chiefly  from  the 
booksellers.  A  small  annual  appropriation  has  since 
been  made  for  its  support,  and  this,  together  with  the 
kind  donation  by  the  Sunday  School  Union  of  two  co- 
pies of  every  work  published  by  the  Society,  has  been 
the  chief  source  of  its  increase.  Considering  how  very 
useful  a  part  of  their  plan  this  library  is,  the  managers 
desire  again  to  draw  the  public  attention  to  it,  and  to 
invite  the  support  of  those  who  may  have  it  in  their 
power,  by  the  donation  of  good  bi.oks,  to  enlarge  its 
means  ot  usefulness.  They  would  especially  remind 
booksellers  and  publishers  how  very  thankful  they 
would  be  for  aid  in  this  way. 

In  tlie  course  of  the  winter  the  House  was  visited  and 
examined  by  a  committee  of  the  legislature.  The 
Board  have  great  pleasure  in  exhibiting,  in  the  appen- 
dix to  this  report,  the  testimony  borne  by  these  distin- 
guished visiters,  of  the  character  and  usefulness  of  the 
institution.  Besides  the  gratification  to  themselves 
from  sucli  high  approbation,  they  cannot  but  deem  it 
encouraging  that  the  nature  and  the  fruits  of  the  esta- 
blishment are  thus  commended  to  the  people  of  Penn- 
sylvania from  a  quarter  always  looked  to  with  respect 
and  confidence. 

In  conclusion,  the  Board  have  the  melancholy  task 
to  perform,  of  announcing  to  the  contributors  the  loss, 
by  death, of  one  of  their  brethren,  the  late  Jos.  S.  Inglis, 
Esq.  Estimable  as  a  man,  and  distinguished  for  the 
conscientious  discharge  of  all  his  duties,  he  brought  to 
the  post  assigned  to  him  as  a  man3ger,zeal,  intelligence 
and  industry,  which  rendered  him  eminently  useful, 
and  along  with  them,  social  qualities,  which  made  him 
highly  acceptable  to  his  colleagues. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
By  order  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

JOHN  SERGEANT,  President. 
Attest — James  J.  BAnctiT,  Sec'y  H.  R- 
Philadelphia,  Alay  1,  1834. 

House  of  Refuge  in  Account  wilh  Thomas  Earp,Trcasurcr. 
Dn. 

Paid  orders  drawn  bv  Executive  Commit- 
tee from  May  1,  1833,  to  May  1,  1834, 
for  provisions,  clothing,  fuel,  medicine, 
stationary,  lumber  and  repairs  to  build- 
ings, &.C. 

Paid  for  paving  and  curbing  Coates'  street 
in  front  of  property  belonging  to  House 
of  Refuge, 

Paid  interest  on  borrowed  money, 
"     Commissions  for  collecting, 
"     Ground  rent,  taxes  and  insurance  on 

property  in  No.  3d  St.  46  33 

"     Loaned  to  A.  IJuirows  &  Co,  on  in- 
terest, 2,000  00 


Paid  borowed  money  to  John  S.Henry.Esq.  §2,000  GO 


Commercial  Bank, 


Balance, 


3,000  00 
1,478  94 


$26,131  37 


Balance  on  hand  as  pr.  last  annual  report. 

g453   17 

Cash  received  for  labor  of  boys  from  May 

l,1833,toMay  1,  1834, 

2,911  55 

"          "         «'     Annual     subscriptions 

and  donations, 

284  34 

"         "        from  A.  Benson  &  Co  for 

money  borrowed  on  in- 

terest, 

4,000  00 

"         "         "  County    Commissioners 

for  Legislative  appro- 

priation for  1833, 

4,000  00 

1834, 

9,000  00 

"         "    for  rents  of  property  on  North 

Third  street. 

122  50 

«'         "      "    sundry    articles   sold   at 

House  of  Refuge, 

283  50 

<>          «<     «    Interest, 

76  31 

"     Bond  of  John  S.  Henry,  Esq. 

2,000  00 

"         "         Commercial  Bank, 

3,000  00 

§26,131  37 

Balance  in  Treasury  May  1, 1834, 

§1,478  94 

THOMAS  EARP, 

Treasurer. 

§13,743  71 


2,406  17 

1,432  01 

24  21 


APPENDIX 

TO  THE  REPORT  OF  THE  MINORITY  OF  THE 

BANK  INVESTIGATION  COMMITTEE. 

(Continued  from  page  382) 
No.  19. 
Vommiltee  Room,  (North  American  Hotel.) 
April  30,  1834. 

Sir — 1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
yotir  letter  of  the  29th  instant,  and  having  submitted  it 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Committee  of  Investigation, 
have  been  authorized  to  present  to  you  the  following 
reply: 

The  committee  regret  to  find  that  the  character  of 
the  resolutions  heretofore  adopted  by  them,  and  of 
which  copies  have  been  forwarded  to  you,  is  much  mis- 
understood. In  your  letter  of  the  29lh,  it  is  said  "that 
the  Committee  of  Investigation  have  not  come  to  any 
decision"  as  to  the  mode  of  proceeding  to  be  adopted. 
Ihe  propriety  or  justice  of  such  an  allegation  is  not 
perceived.  The  committee  have  decided  and  made 
known  to  you  that  decision,  that  they  have  the  power 
to  compel  the  production  of  the  books  and  papers  of 
the  Bank  for  inspection;  that  they  have  the  power  to 
make  such  inspection  in  the  presence  of  those  only  who 
may  be  by  the  committee  required  or  invited  to  attend, 
and  to  exclude  from  their  room  all  persons  whatever, 
who,  by  their  presence,  may  in  any  degree  tend  to  im- 
pede the  progress  of  tlie  inspection  of  the  books  and 
papers,  or  incommode  the  members  of  the  committee 
in  the  disch.irge  of  the  high  duties  devolved  on  them  by 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  committee  reserve  the  right  to  exercise  that  pow- 
er when  it  shidl  become  necessary,  and  in  the  manlier 
which  their  sense  of  propriety,  and  desire  to  do  justice 
to  the  bank  and  the  country,  may  dictate.  They  hope 
that  nothing  will  occur,  in  the  course  of  this  scrutiny, 
which  may  render  it  proper  for  them  to  decide  upon 
and  exercise  the  full  extent  of  the  powers  conferred 
upon  them  by  the  House;  and  are  happy  to  learn  "there 
is  no  practical  difference  between  the  views  of  the 
Board  and  those  entertained  by  the  committee."   They 
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will  be  glad  to  know  whether  they  ai-e  autliorized  to 
conclude  that  the  room  which  has  been  offered  for  their 
accommodation  at  the  banking  house,  can  be  conveni- 
ently set  apart  for  their  exclusive  use  and  occupation, 
from  ten  o'clock  A.  M.  until  three  P.  M.  during  their 
continuance  in  Philadelphia.  The  committee  assure  the 
Committee  of  directors,  that  it  is  their  desire  to  conduct 
the  investigation  at  the  place  mutually  convenient  to 
them  and  the  officers  of  the  Bank,  and  in  a  manner  cal- 
culated to  work  no  "  injustice  or  oppression  " 

An  answer,  consistent  with  your  earliest  convenience, 
to  so  much  of  this  communication  as  relates  to  the  occn- 
pation  of  the  room  in  the  banking  house,  is  respectfully 
requested. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  THOMAS. 
To  John  Sergeant,  Esq. 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Board  of  Direc- 
tors of  Bank  U.  S. 

No.  20. 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  May  1,  1834. 
Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of 
the  30th  of  April.     It  has  been  laid  before  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Board,  and  by  their  direction,  I  make  the  fol- 
lowing reply: — 

In  saying  that,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  resolu- 
tions oftlie  Committee  of  Investigation  of  the  29th  ult. 
there  was  "  as  yet  no  practical  difference"  between  the 
Committee  and  the  Board,  the  Committee  of  the  Board 
still  think  the  language  they  used  was  correct  and  ap- 
propriate. It  is  true,  that  in  these  resolutions  the  Com- 
mittee of  Investigation  had  asserted  a  power  which 
might  perhaps  have  been  controverted.  But  it  was  not 
the  intention  of  the  Committee  of  the  Board  to  discuss 
or  question  the  powers  of  the  Committee  of  Investiga- 
tion in  the  abstract,  or  as  matter  of  opinion,  but  simply 
tosetfortli  their  own  views  of  what  thej'  believe  to  be 
the  rights  of  the  Bank,  and  of  the  individual  citizens 
intrusted  with  its  administration. 

The  "  practical  difference,"  according  to  the  view  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Board,  would  only  occur  when 
there  should  be  an  actual,  as  distinguished  from  a  theo- 
retical collision;  that  is  to  say,  when  an  exertion  of 
power,  attemnted  by  the  Committee  of  Investigation, 
should  be  met  by  an  assertion  of  right  on  the  part  of  the 
Board,  incompatible  with  its  prosecution.  Such  a  stale 
of  things  would  be  extremely  to  be  regretted.  It  must, 
nevertheless,  be  conceded  that  a  case  might  be  present- 
ed, in  which  the  committee  of  the  Board  would  be  com- 
pelled, by  a  deep  sense  of  duty,  to  consider  their  rights, 
and  to  act  upon  their  own  view  s  of  them. 

Among  the  risks  incident  to  an  error  of  judgment  in 
deciding,  they  would  esteem  it  one  of  the  greatest, 
that  their  conduct  might  by  possibility,  be  imputed, 
however  unjustly,  to  a  want  of  due  respect  for  the  Com- 
mittee of  Investigation,  or  for  the  high  souice  from 
which  their  authority  is  derived. 

Under  the  influence  of  these  feelings,  and  with  a 
strong  desire  tiiat  the  Investigation  might  be  conducted 
in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  botlj  the  parties,  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Board  gladly  embraced  the  belief— it  may 
be  that  their  strong  inclination  led  them  too  liastily  to 
believe — that  there  was,  "  as  yet,  no  practical  differ- 
ence." If  in  this  they  misunderstood  the  terms  of  the 
resolutions  of  the  Committee  of  Investigation,  they  will 
be  ready  to  receive  explanation  of  the  committee.  In 
this  or  any  other  matter,  to  correct  the  misunderstand- 
ing. 

I'hey  deem  it  due  however,  to  the  Committee  of  In- 
vestigation, as  well  as  to  themselves,  to  say  further,  that 
in  the  letter  of  the  Committee  of  Investigation,  ot  the 
30lh  ult.  there  appears  to  be  a  misapprehension  oftlie 
meaning  of  the  Committee  of  the  Boards  in  their  letter 
ofthe29lh  ult. 


The  committee  of  the  Board  did  not  say  "  that  the 
Committee  of  Investigation  had  not  come  to  any  deci- 
sion as  to  the  mode  of  prixeedingto  be  adopted."  They 
do  not  know,  nor  can  they,  without  failing  in  the  re- 
spect due  to  themselves,  pretend  to  know,  what  may 
have  been,  or  what  m.ay  be,  the  decisions  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Investigation,  except  so  far  as  the  comn.ittee 
may  tliink  fit  to  communicate  them.  Accordingly,  their 
letter  of  the — ult.  w;<s  founded  entirely  on  the  resolu- 
tions of  the — idt:  copies  of  which  were  transniitted  to 
them  by  the  Committee  of  Investigation;  and  the  pas- 
sage above  quoted,  with  its  context,  referred  especially 
to  the  following  senteTice  in  the  second  of  those  resolu- 
tions, to  wit:  "  But  this  committee  has  not  determined 
that  it  will  become  necessary  to  perform  that  duty  out 
of  the  presence  of  those  charged  by  the  Uiiectorsto 
submit  the  s;ime  to  the  inspection  of  the  Committee." 
Comparing  this  with  the  resolutions  of  the  Board  of 
Directors,  heretofore  handed  to  the  Committee  of  In- 
vestigation it  did  appear  to  the  Committee  of  the  Board, 
that  there  was  no  decision  upon  this  material  point, 
and,  therefore,  that  there  was  "  as  yet  no  practical^dif- 
ference." 

Acting  upon  the  same  principle  that  has  hitherto  go- 
verned the  Committee  of  the  Boi.rd,  it  is  not  their  in- 
tention to  question  the  statatement  oftlie  Committee  of 
Investigation,  "  that  they  have  the  power  to  compel  the 
production  of  the  books  and  papers  of  the  liank,"  &c. 
That  such  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  of  Investiga- 
tion they  have  no  doubt,  and,  as  their  opinion,  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  board  freely  admit  its  claim  to  high  re- 
spect. It  is  only  when  ceasing  to  be  opinion  merely,  it 
shall  come  in  conflict  with  the  rights  of  the  Bank,  or  of 
those  intrusted  with  its  administration,  (if  ever  that 
should  happen,)  that  the  Committee  oftlie  Board  will 
find  themselves  bound,  however  reluctantly,  to  examine 
its  application. 

In  reply  to  that  part  of  your  letter  in  whxh  you  in- 
quire whether  the  Committee  of  Investigation  "are 
authorized  to  conclude  that  the  room  which  has  been 
offered  for  their  accommodation  at  the  banking  house 
can  be  conveniently  set  apart  for  their  exclusive  use  and 
occupation,  from  10 o'clock  A.  M.  until  3  o'clock,  P.M. 
during  their  continuance  in  Philadelphia."  I  am  di- 
rected by  the  Committee  to  say  that  they  still  have,  as 
they  always  have  had,  everydisposition  to  accommodate 
the  Committee  of  Investigation,  and  such  they  are  per- 
suaded is  the  disposition  also  of  the  Board. 

The  committee  find  their  authority  in  this  respect  set 
forth  in  the  resolutions  of  the  Board  of  the  28th  of 
April,  communicated  to  the  Committee  of  Investigation 
on  the  same  day,  by  which  it  appears  that  the  Board 
directed  them  to  offer  to  the  Committee  of  Investiga- 
tion a  "  room  in  the  banking  house  for  its  accommoda- 
tion, and  appointed  them  a  Committee  of  Directors  to 
exhibit  tlie  books  and  papers  according  to  the  require- 
ment of  the  charter."  But  the  Boaid  at  the  same  time 
declared  that  they  could  not,  "conMstently  with  their 
sense  of  duty  to  the  Bank,  and  of  the  obligations  of  the 
trust  committed  to  them,  consent  to  give  up  the  custo- 
dy and  possesiion  o(  the  books  and  papers  of  the  Bank, 
nor  to  permit  them  to  be  examined  but  in  the  presence 
of  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  Board."  The  Com- 
mittee of  the  Board  have  great  pleasure  in  renewing  to 
the  Committee  of  Investig:ition  the  offer  of  the  room, 
in  the  manner  pointed  out  by  this  resolution,  and  in  ten- 
dering any  further  serv  ce  in  their  power  that  can  pro- 
mote the  convenience  of  the  Committee  of  Investiga- 
tion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Vour  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  SERGEANT,  Chairman. 
The  Hon-  Francis  Thomas, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Invcstig:Uion. 
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No.  21. 

North  American  Hotel. 
Commiltee  Buom,  May  1,  1834. 
Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  the  iiccom- 
panying  copies  of  resolutions  which  have  been  adopted 
by  the  Committee  of  Investigation. 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

FIJANCIS  THOMAS,  Chairman. 

John  Sergeant,  Esq. 

Chairman  of    Committee   of   Directors  of  the 
Bank  U.  S. 

[Enclosed  in  the  foregoing-] 
Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
Bank  be  requested  to  furnish  the  committee  with  copies 
of  all  correspondence  between  the  President  of  the 
Bank  or  any  of  its  officers  with  members  of  Congress, 
or  of  unanswered  letters  received  from  any  one  of  them 
since  the  first  day  of  July,  1832,  touching  the  renewal 
of  the  charter  of  the  Bank,  tlie  removal  or  restoration 
of  the  public  deposits,  or  touching  the  business  transac- 
tions of  such  members  with  said  Dank. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
Bank  be  requested  to  furnish  the  Committee  with  a 
statement  showing  the  whole  number  of  shares  which 
it  has  taken  since  its  est;iblishment,  by  purchase  or  in 
payment  of  debts,  the  time  when  and  from  whom  each 
was  taken,  the  amount  they  were  taken  to  pay  or  se- 
cure; and  whether  such  debts  were  under  protest  when 
such  shares  were  taken,  the  names  of  all  parlies  obliga- 
ted upon  each  debt,  and  whether  such  shares  have 
been  sold  by  the  Bank;  and,  if  so,  the  amount  obtained 
for  each,  ths  deficiency  or  excess  in  each  case  of  sale  in 
respect  to  the  debt  on  which  such  shares  were  taken, 
designating  the  branches  at  which  such  shares  were 
taken  or  sold. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
Bank  be  requested  to  furnish  this  committee  with  a 
statement  of  their  expense  account  since  the  1st  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1829,  up  to  the  date  of  this  resolution  being 
comphed  with,  showing  the  hems  and  total  for  each 
half  year,  corresponding  with  the  entries  in  their  ex- 
pense book,  and  showing  the  names  and  residence  of  all 
persons  to  whom  any  payments  have  been  made,  the 
amount  to  each,  and  the  times  and  consideration  of  such 
payments,  with  copies  of  all  vouchers  taken  for  such 
payments. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
Bank  be  requested  to  furnish  this  committee  with  a 
statement  in  detail  of  all  over-drafts  which  have  been 
made  on  said  bank  or  branches  since  1829,  by  members 
of  Congress,  or  State  Legislatures;  the  time  such  over- 
drafts were  made;  and  also  by  printers,  editors,  and 
publishers  of  newspapers  or  periodicals,  stating  the 
time  and  amount  of  each  over-draft,  by  whom  made, 
the  period  such  over-drafts  remained  unpaid,  and  the 
time  and  manner  in  which  such  drafts  have  been  paid 
or  secured. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  and  directors  of  the 
Bank  be  requested  to  furnish  this  committee  with  the 
particular  items  and  the  aggregate  of  all  fees  or  com- 
pensations paid  during  each  year  to  attorneys,  counsel- 
lors, or  lawyers,  since  the  establishment  of  the  Bank; 
stating  the  amount  paid  to  each  person  employed,  to- 
gether with  their  names  and  residence,  the  times  when 
the  payments  were  made  and  the  particular  services 
rendered  for  each  charge  paid;  also  whether  the  same 
has  been  paid  at  the  parent  Bank  or  branches,  and  at 
which,  designating  them;  also  of  all  sums  paid  as  a  ge- 
neral or  annual  fee  or  salary  to  counsellors  for  the  Bank, 
specifying  the  name  of  each  person,  the  amounts,  and 
times,  and  places  of  pnymcnt,  and  also  whether  such 
sums  were  paid  by  tlic  order  in  each  case  of  the  Board 
of  Directors,  or  how  otherwise  paid,  designating  such 
sums  as  have  been  paid  in  cash,  and  such  as  mav  have 


been  passed  to  the  credit  of  such  persons  or  others  in 
payment  of  any  debt  or  debts  due  to  said  Bank, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
Bank  be  requested  to  furnish  this  committee  with  the 
entire  correspondence  between  the  Bank  and  the  New 
York  branch  since  the  1st  of  January,  1833. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
Bank  be  requested  to  furnish  this  Committee  with  a 
statement  of  all  the  accounts  and  copies  of  the  entire 
correspondence  between  the  Bank  or  any  of  its  officers 

and :  also  the  correspondence  of  the  Bank,  or 

that  of  any  of  its  officers  with  the  officers  of  the  Branch 
at  Wasliington,  touching  the  debt  owing,  or  which  has 
heretofore  been  owing  by  them  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  or  any  of  its  branches,  or  touching  any 
negotiations  for  the  loan  or  payment  of  money  since  the 
1st  of  Junuary,  1833. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
Bank  be  requested  to  furnish  this  Committee  with  a 
statement  showing  the  amounf  of  debt  directly  or  indi- 
rectly  due   or   owing   to   said   Bank    by  ,  and 

,  or  either  or  both,  jointly  or  severally,  or  by  any 

other  person  for  their  benefit,  or  the  benefit  of  either  of 
them;  showing  also  the  amount  of  debt  thus  due  at  any 
time  heretofore,  with  a  st;itement  of  all  payments  on 
'heir  account,  with  the  dates  thereof  since  the  1st  of 
April,  1832,  with  copies  of  any  deed  or  deeds  of  trust, 
arrangement,  contract,  agreement,  or  assignment,  en- 
tered into  between  said  Bank  and  them,  or  either  of 
them,  or  others  for  the  benefit  of  said  Bank,  or  in 
which  it  may  have  a  beneficial  interest;  also  copies  of 
the  entire  correspondence  between  said  Bank  or  any, 

officer  thereof,  and  the  said  and ,   or 

either  of  them;  also  a  copy  of  any  consent  which  the 
Bankjmay  have  given,  so  far  as  concerned,  permitting 

to  establish  and  publish  a  newspaper  in  the  city 

of J  notwithstanding  his  contract  with  to 

the  contrary. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
Bank  be  requested  to  furnish  this  committee  with  a 
statement  of  the  amount  of  debt  directly  or  indirectly 
due  or  owing  to  the  said  Bank,  or  any  of  its  branches, 

from ,  editor  of  the ,  or  any  other  person 

for  his  account  and  benefit;  stating  the  maximum  of  his 
loans  or  debt  at  any  time  since  he  became  indebted,  the 
times  and  places  when  and  where  contracted,  and  the 
time  and  manner  in  which  the  same  has  been  paid,  re- 
duced, or  secured,  and  of  copies  of  its  entire  correspon- 
dence with  the  said . 

Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
Bank  be  requested  to  furnish  this  Committee  with  a 
statement  showing  the  details  of  the  debt  which  has,  at 

any  time,  been  owing  by ,  publisher  of 

the ,  since  March,  1832,  and  showing 

how  the  same  has  been  settled,  secured,  or  arranged; 
also  copies  of  all  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Director.", 
or  any  committee  or  officer  of  said  Bank,  in  relation  to 
said  del)t,  since  that  period;  showing  also  the  amount 
of  loss,  if  any,  it  has,  or  may  probably,  sustain  by  him. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
Bank  be  requested  to  furnish  this  committee  with  co- 
pies of  all  legal  opinions  which  it  may  have  obtained 
from  counsel,  touching  the  right  of  the  bank  to  hold 
the  public  moneys,  contrary  to  the  powers  or  orders  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  remove  the  same;  also 
copies  oF  all  the  opinions  obtained  from  counsel  in  re- 
lation to  defivering  over,  as  directed  by  the  proper  of- 
ficer, the  funds,  books,  and  papers,  provided  for  paying 
revolutionary  pensioners,  or  annuities,  under  the  act  of 
7th  June,  1832. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
Bank  be  requested  to  furnish  this  Committee  with  a  de- 
tailed statement  of  all  loans  made  since  the  first  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1829,  to  individuals  who  then  were,  who  have 
been  since,  or  who  now  are  members  of  Congress,  stat- 
ing the  amount  of  each  loan,  when  the  same  was  made, 
for  wliat   term   the  security  was  given,  and  the  time 
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when  such  security  was  received,  and  also  the  security 
which  the  Bank  now  holds,  and  the  amount  now  owned 
by  any  and  eacli  of  such  borrovvers,()r  any  other  persons 
for  the  benefit  of  such  borrowers,  at  I  be  Bank  or  either 
of  the  branches;  and  stating  also  the  particulars  of  any 
such  loans  which  have  been  protested,  or  which  are 
now  under  protest,  and  the  names  of  the  parties  to  any 
such  debts;  also  the  names  (if  any)  or  such  persons 
whose  notes  have  been  renewed,  witli  the  names  of  in- 
dividuals, parties  to  said  renewals,  whose  notes  were 
under  protest  at  the  times  such  renewals  were  made, 
and  also  whether  such  loans  in  each  case  were  made  by 
the  Directors  or  otherwise,  and  by  what  authority. 

No.  22. 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  May  1,  1834. 
Sir — I  am  directed  by  the  Committee  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  1o  ac- 
knowledge your  letter  of  the  29th  of  April,  and  the  co- 
pies enclosed  with  it  of  various  resolutions  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States. 

The  Committee  deem  it  proper  to  lay  your  commu- 
nication before  the  Board,  and  would  for  that  purpose, 
have  convened  a  special  meeting  before  this  time,  but 
that  it  seemed  to  them  necessary,  first,  to  collect  cer- 
tain materials  of  information  for  the  Board.  This  work 
they  caused  to  be  begun  as  soon  as  they  could;  it  will 
be  completed  at  the  earliest  moment  possible,  so  as  to 
be  laid  before  the  Board  to-morrow,  after  which,  no 
time  will  be  lost  in  communicating  to  you  their  de- 
cision. 

With  great  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  SERGEANT,  Chairman. 
Hon.  Francis  Thomas, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Investigation. 
No.  23. 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  May  2,  1834. 
Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  commu- 
nication of  the  1st  instant,  together  with  sundry  copies 
of  resolutions  which  accompanied  it.     They  have  been 
laid  before  the  Committee  and  before  the  Board. 

The  Committee  this  morning  also  laid  before  the 
Board  your  communication  of  the  29th  ult.,  and  the 
copies  of  resolutions  accompanying  it;  and  they  have 
directed  me  to  inform  you,tbat  as  the  resolutions  of  the 
1st  inst.,  will  involve  the  necessity  of  a  similar  inquiry 
as  those  of  the  29th  ult.,  the  Board  do  not  deem  it 
expedient  to  decide  upon  the  one  until  they  are  pre- 
pared to  decide  upon  the  other.  As  soon  as  this  de- 
cision is  made  it  will  be  communicated  to  you. 
With  great  respect,  &c. 

JOHN  SERGEANT,  Chairman- 
Hon.  Francis  Thomas, 
Chairman  Committee  of  Investigation. 
No  24. 

North  American  Hotel, 
Committee  Boom,  May  2,  1834. 
Sir — In  compliance  with  the  directions  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Investigation,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to 
you  the  accompanying  copies  of  resolutions;  and  re- 
main 

With  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  THOMAS,  Chairman. 
To  John  Sergeant,  Esq. 

Chairman  of  the   Committee  of  Directors  of  the 
Bank  of  the  U.  S. 

No.  25. 
[Enclosed  in  foregoing.] 
Committee  Boom,  (North  American  Hotel,) 
May  2,   1834. 
Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Directors,  of  tlie 


Bank  of  the  United  States  be  required  to  submit  for  the 
inspection  of  this  Committee,  at  their  Commilte  Room 
at  the  North  American  Hotel,  on  Saturday,  the  3d  day 
of  May  instant,  at  11  o'clock,  A.M.,  the  book  or  books 
which  contain  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Board  of  Directors,  at  their  several  sittings,  on  the  1st 
and  8th  days  of  October,  in  the  year  1833,  and  Irom  the 
21st  day  of  April,  1834,  to  this  day. 

Also  the  report  of  a  Committee  of  the  Board,  reject- 
ing a  proposition  to  transmit  a  copy  of  certain  resolu- 
tions adopted  on  the  first  day  of  October,  1833,  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ot  the  United  States;  also, 
the  expense  book  of  the  Bank,  and  the  vovichers  for 
expenses  paid  or  incurred  by  said  Bank,  since  the  1st 
of  January,   1832, 

A  true  copy:  RICHARD  RUSH. 

No  26. 

Committee  Boom,  (North  American  Hotel,) 
May  2,  1834. 
Whereas  this  Committee,  sincerely  desirous  to  con- 
duct the  inquiries,  examinations,  and  investigations 
which  they  have  been  required  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  make,  with  fairness,  impartiality,  order, 
and  despatch,  have  learned  with  regret,  that  the  Di- 
rectors of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  have  declined 
accommodating  this  Committee  with  a  room  in  their 
banking  house,  for  the  exclusive  use  and  occupation  of 
this  Committe:  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  sittings  of  this  Committee  shall 
be  held  in  their  room  at  the  North  American  Hotel,  in 
the  City  of  Philadelphia,  until  otherwise  ordered. 
A  true  copy:  RICHARD  RUSH. 

No.  27- 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  May  3,  1834. 
Sir — I  am  directed  by  the  Committee  of  the  Board  to 
acknowledge  the  honor  of  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant, 
covering  sundry  resolutions  of  the  Committeee  of  In- 
vestigation; and  in  reply  to  that  letter,  as  well  as  in  fur- 
ther reply  to  your  letter  of  the  29th  ult.  to  enclose  to 
you  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  at  a  special  meeting 
convened  this  morning  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into 
i  consideration  the   several  communications  of  the  Com- 
'  mittee  of  Investigation,  not  heretofore  answered. 
With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  SERGE.\NT,  Chairman. 
The  Hon.  Francis  Thomas, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Investigation. 

No.  28, 
[Enclosed  in  the  foregoing.] 
Resolved,  That  the  Board  do  not  feel  themselves  at 
liberty  to  comply  with  the  requirement  of  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  Committee  of  Investigation  of  the  29th  ul- 
timo and  1st  instant,  and  do  not  think  they  are  bound 
to  do  so,  inasmuch  as  in  respect  to  a  part  of  the  papers 
called  for,1he  effect  would  be  the  same  as  the  surrender 
of  their  books  and  papers  to  a  secret  and  ex-parte  exami- 
nation, which  they  have  already  refused  to  consent  to; 
and  as  to  the  other  part,  they  relate  to  matters  over 
which  the  Board  h.ave  no  control;  and  if  they  could 
overcome  these  objections,  and  had  the  power  over 
all  the  papers,  slill  it  would  be  impossible  for  them  to 
comply  within  any  reasonable  time,  having  ascertained, 
by  a  careful  cxamin:ition,  that  the  copies  and  state- 
ments, called  for  by  the  resolutions  of  the  29th  ult, 
alone,  would  require  the  uninterrupted  labor  of  two 
clerks  for  at  least  ten  months  to  make  them  out;  and 
that  the  remaining  resolutions,  so  far  as  they  concern 
matters  not  beyond  the  reach  of  the  Board,  would  re- 
quire great  additional  time,  which  they  are  notable  ex- 
actly to  compuie,without  causing  what  they  fear  would 
be  an  inconvenient  delay  to  the  Commtltee  of  Invest!- 
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gation;  and  they  take  it  for  granted  that  it  would  no 
more  comport  with  the  views  of  the  Committee  of  In- 
vestigation to  wait  till  so  distant  a  period,  than  it  would 
with  the  rights  of  the  Bank  to  have  such  a  burthen  im- 
posed upon  it. 

No.  29. 
Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  May  3,  1834. 
Sir— I  am  directed  by  the  Committee  of  tlie  Board  to 
acknowledge  the  honor  of  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant, 
covering  copies  of  the  two  resolutions  of  the  Co.mmiltee 
of  Investigation,  and  to  inform  you  that  a  special  meet- 
ing of  the    Board  was  called  at  the  earliest  practicable 
hour  this  morning,  that    there  might  be  no  disappoint- 
ment or  delay  to  the  Committee  of  Investigation.     The 
answer    will  be  found  in  the  copies  of  the  resolutions, 
herewith  transmitted  by  order  of  the  Committee. 
With  great  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  SERGEANT,  Chairman. 
Hon.  Francis  Thomas, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Investigation. 

No.  30. 
[^Enclosed in  the  foregoing.] 
Resolved,  That  the  Board  are  not  aware  of  having 
declined  to  accommodate  the  Committee  of  Investiga- 
tion with  the  exclu-ive  use  and  permission  of  a  room  in 
the  Banking  House,  unless  the  Committee  of  Investiga- 
tion so  construe  the  early  and  ready  offer  of  the  room 
by  the  Board  with  the  assertion  of  the  right  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Uoard  to  be  present  at  the  examina- 
tion and  investigation  of  the  books  and  papers  of  the 
Bank,  and  to  have  the  care  and  custody  of  the  same; 
and  if  such  be  the  meaning  of  the  Committee  of  Inves- i 
tigation,  then  the  Board  are  constrained  to  adhere  to  | 
the  ground  as  they  tliink  of  manifest  right,  taken  in  \ 
their  resolution  of  the  28th  ultimo,  namely,  that  "the 
Board  cannot  consistently  with  their  sense  of  duty  to  the 
Bank,  and  of  the  obligations  of  the  trust  committed  to 
them,  consent  to  give  up  the  custody  and  possession 
of  the  books  and  papers  of  the  Bank,  nor  permit  them 
to  be  examined  but  in  the  presence  of  the  Committee 
appointed  by  the  Board. 

Ktsolved,  That,  with  every  disposition  on  the  part  of 
the  Board  to  conform  to  the  wishes  of  the  Committee  of 
Investigation,  so  far  as  it  may  be  done  without  the  vio- 
lation of  the  trust  reposed  in  them,  the  Board  cannot 
nevertheless,  consent  to  let  the  books  and  papers  of  the 
Bank  go  out  of  their  care  and  custody,  nor  out  of  the 
banking  house,  which  is  their  proper  place  of  deposit; 
and  therefore,  they  cannot  comply  with  that  part  of  the 
resolution  of  the  Committee  of  Investigation  of  the  2d 
inst.,  which  requires  that  the  books  and  papers  of  the 
Bank  be  sent  to  the  North  American  Hotel  this  day  at 
H  o'clock, believing  that  this  would  be  contrary  to  their 
duty  to  the  stockholders,  and  would  transcend  their 
lawful  power,  as  well  as  be  liable  to  be  deemed  an 
abandonment  of  the  right  to  be  present  by  themselves, 
or  their  Committee  or  agents,  at  the  examination  and 
investigation;  inferring,  in  all  these  respects  a  very 
grave  responsibility  which  the  Board,  in  their  limited 
authority.do  not  think  they  can  reasonably  be  required 
to  assume. 

No.  31. 
Committee  Boom,  May  5,  1834. 
Sir — By  authority  from  the  Committee  of  Investiga- 
tion, I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  the  accompa- 
nying resolution;  and  to  be 

W.th  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  THOMAS. 
To  John  Sergeant,  Esq. 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Directors  U,    S- 
Bank. 


No.  32. 
[Enclosed  in  the  foregoing.] 
Whereas,  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  have  refused  to  submit  certain  of 
tiieir  books  and  proceedings  to  the  inspection  of  this 
Committee  at  the  Committee  room  at  the  North 
American  Hotel,  as  required  in  the  Committee's  reso- 
lution of  the  2cl  instant,  but  have  declared  that  they 
are  not  aware  that  they  have  declined  to  furnish  this 
Committee  a  room  in  their  banking  house,  for  its  exclu- 
sive use  and  occupation  as  expressed  in  the  second  re- 
solution of  the  3d  instant,  and  tiiis  Committee  is  earnest- 
Iv  desirous  fully  to  execute  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  does  not  waive  its  right  to  in- 
spect the  books  of  the  Bank  as  required:  therefore 

Resolved,  That  this  committee  will  repair  to  the 
b.inking  house  this  day  at  one  o'clock,  to  inspect  such 
of  the  books  called  for  in  the  resolution  of  the  28th  of 
April,  1834,  and  such  other  books  as  they  may  require 
to  be  produced:  and  the  chairman  inform  the  Com- 
mittee of  Directors  of  the  Bank  thereof. 

A  true  copy:  RICHARD  RUSH. 

No.  33. 

South  Fourth  Street,  No  89. 
May  5,  1834,  11^,  A.  M. 
Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of 
this  date,  just  now  received. 

It  appears  to  me  impracticable  to  bring  together  the 
Committee,  and  to  make  the  needful  arrangements  for 
their  receiving  you,  and  attending  the  investigation  and 
examination  of  the  books  and  papers  of  the  Bank,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Committee  of  Investigation,  by 
the  time  you  mention.  They  will  he  re-assembled, 
however  without  unnecessary  delay,  and,  I  do  not 
doubt,  will  notify  to  you  the  time  when  they  will  be 
prepared  to  meet  the  Committee  of  Investigation,  and 
act  with  them  in  the  investigation  and  examination — 
probably  not  later  than  some  hour  to-morrow. 
With  great  respect, 

1  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.   SEUGEANT,  Chairman. 
Hon.  Francis  Thomas, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Investigation. 

No.  34. 
North  American  Hotel,  May  5,  1834. 
Sir — Your  unofficial  communication  has  just  been  de- 
livered to  me-  The  members  of  the  Committee  of  In- 
vestigation separated  this  morning,  after  adopting  the 
resolution  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  transmit  to 
you,  to  re-assemble  again  at  one  o'clock,  to  enter  on 
the  performance  of  their  duty,  at  tlie  Bank.  I  have  no 
authority  to  signify  that  this  purpose  will  be  changed 
by  your  letter. 

"  I  take  pleasure  in  adding,  that  I  have  no  doubt  the 
Committee  will  be  pleased  to  see  any  member  of  the 
Committee  of  Directors,  at  the  hour  appointed,  at  the 
Bank. 

And  am,  with  great  respect, 
Tour  ob't  serv't, 

FRANCIS  THOMAS. 
To  John  Sergeant,  Esq.  Chairman,  &c. 
No.  35. 
Ordered,  That  the  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
j  States  be,  and  he  is  iiereby  requested  and  required,  to 
submit  for  the  inspection  of  the  Committee,  the  minute 
books  containing  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors since  the  first  day  of  January,  1829. 
No.  36. 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  May  5,  1834. 
Sir— I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  from  you  per- 
sonally, in  my  interview  with  the  Committee  of  Inves- 
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tigation,  u  resolution  of  the  said  committee  in  the  fol* 
lowing  words: 

"  Ordered,  That  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  be  requested  and  required  to  submit  to 
the  Committee  of  Investigation,  the  minute  bonk  con- 
taining the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  directors  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  the  expense  account 
and  vouchers  for  expenditure,  under  the  resolution  of 
the  Board  of  the  30th  of  November,  1830." 

In  answer  to  the  requisition,  I  have  the  honor  to 
state  that  I  have  not  the  custody  of,  nor  control  over, 
the  books  and  papers  mentioned  in  the  resolution.  The 
general  custody  of  the  same  is  in  the  Board  of  Direct- 
ors of  the  Bank,  who  by  resolutions  of  the  24th  and 
28th  ultimo,  ah-eady  communicated  to  the  Committee 
of  Investigation,  appointed  a  Committee  of  Directors, 
for  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  these  books  and  papers  to 
the  Committee  of  Investigation,  and  declared  that  they 
could  not  permit  them  to  be  examined,  except  in  the 
presence  of  said  Committee  of  Directors.  lam,  there- 
fore, unable  to  comply  with  the  requisition  contained 
in  the  resolution. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

N.  BIDDLE,  President. 
Hon.  Francis  Thomas, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Investigation. 
N.B.   A  reply,  similar  to  the  above  was  addressed  by 
the  Cashier  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  In- 
vestigation. 

No  37. 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  May  6,  1834. 
Sir — In  the  absence  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Board,  owing  to  a  cause  explained  to  you 
yesterday,  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  herewith  a  co- 
py of  the  resolutions  the  Committee  have  adopted  at  a 
meeting  held  this  morning. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  JAUDON,  Cashier. 
The  Hon.  Francis  Thomas, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  H.  of  R. 


[Enclosed  in  the  foregoing.] 
At  a  meeting  of  Directors  held  at  the  Bank  on  the 
6th  day  of  May,  1834,  the  following  resolutions  were 
adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Board  will  be 
prepared  to  receive  the  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  at  the  banking  house  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  to-morrow  morning,  the  7th  instant, 
at  11  o'clock,  then  and  there  to  proceed  in  the  execu- 
tion of  their  duty,  according  to  the  requirement  of  the 
charter,  and  in  conformity  with  the  instructions  of  the 
Board,  as  contained  in  the  several  resolutions,  copies  of 
which  have  heretofore  been  communicated  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
Staties,  as  the  same  has  been  explained  to  be  under- 
stood by  this  Committee;  to  which  understanding  they 
continue  to  adhere. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions 
be  transmitted  by  the  Cashier  to  the  Hon.  Francis  Tho- 
mas, Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Investigation,  in 
reply  to  his  communication  of  yesterday  to  the  Chair- 
man of  this  Committee. 

(To  be  concluded.) 
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To  the  Honorable  the   General  Assembly  of  the  State 

of  Connecticut. 

In  obedience  to  a  resolve  of  the  General  Assembly  of 

1831,  requiring   ••  the  Comptroller  to    furnish   each 


school  society  committee  in  this  State  with  blank  forms, 
to  enable  said  committees  to  make  return  to  the  Comp- 
troller, on  or  before  the  1st  of  March  next,  of  the  num- 
ber of  school  districts]  the  length  of  time  a  public 
school  is  kept  in  each;  if  the  instructor  is  male  or  fe- 
male; the  compensation;  the  number  of  scholars;  the 
studies  pursued,  and  books  used;  and  any  other  infor- 
mation  to  enable  the  Comptroller  to  report  to  the  next 
General  Assembly,  the  condition  of  common  schools." 

The  Comptroller  respectfully  reports: 

That  as  directed  by  the  above  resolution,  he  prepar- 
ed and  forw.irded  to  the  several  society  committees  in 
this  St.ate,  blank  forms,  to  be  filled  by  them  with  the 
information  required.  And  of  the  208  societies  into 
which  the  Statt-  is  divided,  returns  have  been  received 
from  136.  which  accompany  this  report. 

It  will  be  perceived,  that  of  this  partial  number  of 
returns,  many  are  incomplete.  In  some  of  them,  items 
of  information  called  for,  are  altogether  omitted,  (as  in 
the  case  of  the  number  of  scholars  taught.)  In  many 
instances,  districts  are  omitted,  as  not  heard  from,  ren- 
dering it  impraclicable,  even  if  the  numbers  taught  in 
others,  were,  in  all  cases  returned,  to  obtain  a  correct 
comparative  view  of  the  proportion  between  the  enu- 
meration of  persons,  and  the  number  actually  taught. 
In  others,  the  pay  of  the  teachers  is  stated  as  including 
board;  in  others,  the  amount  inserted,  is  exclusive  of 
board.  But  in  most  cases,  the  facts  last  mentioned  are 
not  stated,  and  remain  uncertain;  consequently,  no  cor- 
rect aver.Tge  of  compensation  can  be  obtained.  The 
time  which  schools  are  taught,  is  often  equally  indefi- 
nite; some  commitees  returning  the  urinier  school  only, 
others  returning  the  amount  of  teaching  for  the  whole 
year. 

The  Comptroller  regrets,  that  from  the  above  causes, 
he  is  unable  to  make  a  definite  report  on  these  particu- 
lars; but  on  other  points,  the  returns  are  more  com- 
plete; and  although  but  two-thirds  of  the  societies  have 
been  heard  from,  yet  as  some  returns  are  received  from 
each  county,  and  nearly  in  an  equal  proportion  fiom 
each,  it  is  believed  that  the  result  may  be  relied  upon, 
as  affording  a  correct  general  view  of  the  common 
schools  in  the  State.  And  it  is  gratifying  to  ob>erve, 
that  although  there  are  some  obstructions  in  the  pro- 
gress of  improvement,  the  schools,  almost  universally, 
as  far  as  they  are  heard  from,  show,  that  within  a  few 
years,  a  great  improvement  has  been  made  in  respect 
to  the  books  used  for  instruction;  and  branches  of  learn- 
ing are  now  universal  in  our  common  schools,  which  a 
few  years  since,  were  considered  as  belonging,  almost 
exclusively,  to  schools  of  an  higher  order.  It  would 
seem  to  follow,  that  if  the  teachers  understand  the 
books  which  they  use,  and  are  qualified  to  impart  to, 
and  fix  in  the  minds  of  their  pupils,  the  knowledge 
which  they  contain,  our  primary  schools  arc  at  pre- 
sent, mucli  superior  to  those  of  former  years. 

It  appears  that  in  addition  to  reading,  writing,  and 
arithmetic,  grammar  and  geography  are  taught  in  eve- 
ry society  from  which  returns  have  been  received,  and 
with  few  exceptions,  in  every  district,  and  are  proba- 
bly taught  in  every  school  society  in  the  State.  In  about 
one-fourth  of  the  returns,  books  upon  the  subject  of 
surveying,  chemistry,  natural  philosophy,  history,  ge- 
ometry and  algebra,  are  mentioned,  as  being,  one  or 
more  of  them,  used  in  many  districts. 

The  books  most  extensively  studied,  after  those  on 
the  first  rudiments, are, on  arithmetic,  Daboll's,  in  near- 
ly all  the  societies,  and  Colburn'sand  Smith's  in  many, 
besides  thi^ee  or  four  others,  less  extensively.  In  ge- 
ography, the  books  of  Woodbridge  and  Olney  are  used 
in  nearly  equal  numbers,  one  or  both  are  employed  in 
nearly  every  society;  Morse, Parley,  Willet,  Cummings, 
Worcester,  and  others  are  also  mentioned.  Murray's 
Gr.ammar  is  used  in  more  than  three-fourths  of  the  so- 
cieties returned.  Grcenleaf's,  Webster's,  and  Dowd's 
grammars  are  preferred  in  nearly  the  order  in  which 
they  arc  here  mentioned. 
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Under  the  head  of  "  General  Remarks,''  the  com- 
mittee have,  in  several  instances,  mentioned  what,  in 
their  opinion,  were  the  prominent  evils  attending  the 
system,  as  now  practised.  The  complaint  most  fre- 
quently made  (in  the  returns)  is  the  want  of  interest  in 
the  minds  of  the  visitors,  caused,  chiefly  by  their 
services  being  gratuitous;  and  it  is  suggested  that 
a  small  compensation  shall  be  provided  for  ths  duty.and, 
that  the  inspection  should  be  more  frequently  made. 
In  several  of  the  returns  it  is  complained  that  after  the 
dividend  received  from  the  school  fund  is  expended, 
the  schools  are  in  many  instances  suffered  to  stop.  This 
want  of  interest  in  parents,  is  also  said  to  produce 
another  evil  of  still  greater  magnitude:  the  employment 
of  incompetent  teachers;  the  pay  annually  offered  be- 
ing insufficient  to  command  the  qualifications  and  ex- 
perience which  the  duty  requires.  School  teaching 
being  now  often  resorted  to  by  young  men,  in  the  in- 
tervals of,  or  preparatory  to,  more  lucrative  or  perma- 
nent employment,  when  it  should  be  considered  as  a 
profession,  not  only  highly  honorable  in  itself,  but  as 
affording  a  permanent  and  decent  support,  and  a  busi- 
ness for  life.  Under  this  head,  several  of  the  commit- 
tees also  recommend  that  the  qualifications  of  teachers 
should  be  defined  by  the  Legislature. 

The  diversity  of  books  upon  the  same  subject,  and 
the  variations  in  the  different  editions  of  the  same 
books,  are  other  evils  most  frequently  mentioned  in 
the  returns;  three  or  four  books  upon  each  branch  of 
instruction,  being  often  used,  and  in  some  instances, 
even  five,  in  the  same  society,  and  two  or  three  in  the 
same  district, 

A  division  of  the  scholars  belonging  to  the  same 
school,  under  male  and  female  teachers,  according  to 
age,  is  recommended  by  several  of  the  committees. 

Although  complaints  of  evils  in  the  system  are  made 
in  some  instances,yet  in  many  of  the  returns,  the  schools 
are  described  as  prosperous  and  improving;  and  the  im- 
pression which  an  examination  of  the  returns  leaves  up- 
on the  mind,  is,  upon  the  whole,  a  favorable  one,  and 
leads  to  the  conclusion,  that  if  a  few  obvious  evils  were 
remedied,  and  a  greater  interest  in  the  subject  awaken- 
ed in  the  public  mind,  our  common  schools  would  soon 
attain  to  that  state  of  improvement  so  anxiously  looked 
for  by  the  friends  of  primary  instruction. 

Letter  from  the  Executive  of  Maine- 

Augusta,  Me.  January  20,  1834. 
Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  13th  December  last,  requesting  in- 
formation respecting  the  system  of  gener.al  education 
established  in  this  State,  and  in  reply,  I  herewith  for- 
ward to  you  a  copy  of  the  laws  of  Maine,  for  the  educa- 
tion of  youth;  and  would  observe,  in  answer  to  some 
of  your  inquiries,  that  we  have  no  general  school  fund, 
and  the  tax  required  to  be  raised,  equal  at  least  to  forty 
cents  for  each  inhabitant,  is  assessed  as  other  town  and 
State  taxes,  on  the  polls  and  estate  of  the  inhabitants. 
In  some  of  the  more  wealthy  and  populous  towns, 
private  schools  are  common,  but  in  general  the  children 
of  all  classes — of  the  rich  as  well  as  the  poor — attend 
the  pubhc  schools  established  by  law.  We  have  no  mo- 
del schools,  expressly  for  the  instruction  and  prepara- 
tion of  teachers,  but  they  .are  usually  educated  at  our 
colleges  and  academies.  The  salaries  of  the  teachers 
vary  "from  fifteen  to  twenty  dollars  a  month;  in  some  few 
instances  it  may  be  less,  in  others  more  than  these  sums. 
In  a  few  schools  the  Lancasterian  system  has  been 
adopted,  but  in  general,  the  mode  of  instruction  is  in 
the  usual  way.  'I'he  two  sexes  are  taught  together, 
and  female  teacliers  are  usually  employed  for  the  in- 
struction of  the  younger  scholars  The  schools  taught 
by  a  master,  average  abovit  three  months,  and  those  by 
a  mistress  about  two  months  in  each  year.  But  in  some 
towns  a  school  is  kept  during  the  year. 


Our  system  is  undoubtedly  susceptible  of  improve- 
ment, and  the  subject  is  now  before  a  committee  of  the 
Legislature  of  this  State.  I  will  only  suggest,  further, 
that  it  has  often  been  considered  that  a  separation  of 
the  younger  scholars  from  those  th.at  are  more  advanc- 
ed, would  be  attended  with  a  beneficial  result;  and  a 
high  school,  to  be  composed  of  scholars  selected  for 
their  good  conduct  and  progress  in  studj',  from  the 
primary  schools,  has  been  recommended. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

SAM'L.  E.  SMITH. 
Hon.  Samuel  Breck, 

Chairman  of  Joint  Committee. 


Letter  of  Jl.  C.  Flagg,  Esq.  late  Superintendent  of  Com- 
mon Schools,  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

Albany,  Dec.  29,  1833. 
Samuel  Breck,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir:— Your  letter  of  the  20tli  instant,  on  the 
subject  of  a  general  system  of  education,  was  duly  re- 
ceived. 

Gen.  Dix,  now  superintendant,  received  and  has  an- 
swered a  letter  from  a  member  of  your  committee,  and 
has  sent  my  annual  report  for  1833,  and  the  school  act. 
In  the  .appendix  to  the  school  act,  some  views  are  given 
respecting  the  cause  which  operates  to  depress  the 
character  of  teachers,  and  to  which  I  refer,  to  avoid  de- 
tail in  a  letter. 

In  organizing  a  system,  in  the  first  place,  it  should 
be  so  arranged  as  to  persuade,  and  not  coerce  the  peo- 
ple to  adopt  it.  On  this  point,  our  first  law  gave  the 
electors  of  each  town,  the  choice  of  organizing  under 
the  system  or  not.  The  money  was  apportioned,  say 
$2,000  to  a  county,  from  the  state  treasury,  and  this 
sum  was  paid  to  the  county  treasurer,  who  received  with 
it  an  apportionment,  say  g200  (according  to  the  num- 
ber of  souls)  to  each  town:  This  town,  before  it  could 
receive  the  ^200,  must  vote  a  tax  of  ^200  more,  and 
organize  into  school  di^itricts  and  establish  schools  under 
the  system.  If  any  one  or  more  towns  stood  out,  then 
the  ^200  was  divided  among  the  towns  which  compli- 
ed with  the  law.  Many  of  the  best  towns  in  the  State, 
refused  to  organize  for  one,  two,  and  three  years;  but 
finding  that  there  was  money  apportioned  to  them  from 
the  slate  treasury,  and  that  this  went  to  their  neighbor- 
ing towns,  they  gradually  came  in;  and  now,  every 
town  in  the  State  is  embraced  in  the  s\stem.  For  many 
years,  the  law  as  to  the  tax  and  organization,  has  been 
imperative,  and  the  school  tax  is  annually  levied  by  the 
boards  of  supervisors,  without  any  vote  from  the  town, 
unless  the  electors  vote  to  raise  twice  as  much  as  is  ap- 
portioned, which  they  are  authorized  to  do, — See  p, 
340,  N.  Y.  Rev.  S.  Sub.  3  of  §  5, 

The  system  should  not  select  out  the  poor,  and  give 
the  school,  or  a  portion  of  it,  the  character  of  a  pauper 
system.  The  children  of  those  who  are  able  to  pay, 
unless  they  withdraw  and  send  to  a  private  school, 
should  share  in  the  public  money.  The  rich  should  be 
taxed  according  to  property,  for  building  the  school 
house,  furnishing  it  with  fuel,  &.c. ;  but  the  children 
should  be  placed  in  the  school  upon  a  footing  of  the 
strictest  equality.  This,  in  my  liumble  opinion,  is  a 
vital  principle,  and  without  it  is  adhered  to,  a  system  of 
general  education,  in  this  free  country,  will  be  repu- 
diated, even  by  the  poor,  who  have  an  independent 
spirit.  In  a,  farming  community,  there  is  no  trouble  in 
bringing  all  to  the  district  school.  In  the  cities  and 
villages,  there  are  many  who  will  send  to  private 
schools;  and  here  there  is  also  a  class  who  will  not  ob- 
ject to  a  charity  school.  For  the  extreme  poor  in  the 
country,  the  trustees  are  authorized,  at  the  close  of  the 
school,  to  release  their  parents  from  the  school  bill,  and 
assess  the  same  in  the  bills  of  those  who  are  able  to 
pay.  I  regret  that  I  cannot  send  you  the  report  of  1831, 
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ill  which  this  point  is  fully  stated.  I  send  a  report  of 
1829,  not  because  it  contains  any  thing  worthy  of  pai'ti- 
cular  notice,  but  because  1  hapjien  to  have  an  extra  co- 
py. You  will  see -by  it,  that  we  rely  upon  our  academies 
to  train  teachers. 

Respectfully, 

A.'  C.  FLAGG. 
(To  be  concluded.) 


From  the  Commercial  Herald. 
BOARD  OF   TRADE, 

At  a  stated  meetings  of  the  Directors  of  the  Philadel- 
phia Board  of  Trade,  held  at  their  apartments,  in  the 
Exchang'e,  June  12,  1834. 

John  (J.  Rockhlll,  in  behalf  of  the  committee  on  the 
Portage  Rail  Koad,  submitted  the  following  Report; 
which  was  read,  approved,  and  ordered  to  be  pub- 
Lshed. 

THOMAS  P.  COPE,  President, 

/.  M.  Wright,  Secretary. 

The  committee,  appointed  at  the  last  stated  meeting 
of  this  Board,  to  examine  into  the  present  condition  of 
the  Portage  Rail  lioad  and  Canal  Transportation,  be- 
tween Philadelphia  and  Pittsburg,  beg  leave  to  re- 
port— 

'I'hat  they  have  given  the  subject  that  careful  atten- 
tion vvliich  its  importance  to  the  trade  of  Philadelphia 
demands,  and  it  gives  them  great  pleasure  to  inform 
the  Board  that  the  Can  d  and  Rail  Koal  are  both  at  this 
time,  in  good  ortler,  with  every  appearance  of  continu- 
ing so  for  the  future — and  that  merchandise  now  leaving 
Philadelphia  by  the  Canal,  arrives  in  Pittsburg  with 
safety  and  certainty,  in  ten  or  twelve  days,  at  a  cost  of 
one  dollar  per  one  hundred  pounds,  and  the  products 
of  the  west  are  brought  to  this  city  at  an  average  cost 
of  fifty-five  to  sixty  cents  per  one  hundred  pounds,  and 
we  are  assured  that  on  tlie  completion  of  the  second 
track  of  the  Kail  Road,  (which  is  now  in  progress)  sev- 
en to  nine  days  only  will  be  required  to  perform  the 
passage — and  it  is  probable  that  some  reduction  may 
then  take  place  even  on  the  present  very  low  price  of 
carriage. 

The  committee  also  take  great  pleasure  in  stating 
that  con-iderable  quantities  of  weslern  produce,  viz: 
cotton,  tobacco,  hemp,  pork,  flour,  whiskey,  iron,  &c. 
are  now  brought  to  this  market  by  the  Canal  from 
Pittsburg;  and  should  the  Commissioners  see  the  pro- 
priety of  reducing  the  tolls,  on  country  produce  parti- 
cularly, we  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  the  reve- 
nue will  be  greatly  increased,  by  the  increase  of  busi- 
ness, and  the  tr.ide  of  Piiiladelphia  vastly  augmented. 

Many  of  the  heavy  articles  of  merchandise,  which 
were  formerly  shipped  from  Philadelphia  to  the  west- 
ern states,  by  the  way  of  New  Orleans,  are  now  for- 
warded by  the  Pennsylvania  Canal  and  Rail  Road,  to 
Pitisburg,  and  many  articles,  such  as  colFee,  wines, 
liquors,  queensware,  fish,  &c.  which,  for  some  years 
pa.st,  have  been  purchased  by  the  western  merchants  in 
New  Orleans,  are  now  bought  iii  Philadelphia,  an'),  if  it 
is  possible  to  lower  the  present  price  of  freight  to 
Pittsburg,  the  advantage  to  this  city  will  early  be  per- 
ceived. 

Occasional  delays  and  irregularities  having  taken 
place  in  the  transportation  of  merchandise  in  the  early 
part  of  the  season,  we  have  thought  proper  to  explain 
the  cau.ses  which  led  to  these  results. 

Our  western  friends  have  comjjlalncd  of  these  delays, 
which,  in  some  cases  have  been  from  ten  to  fifteen  days 
over  the  promised  time.  But  they  will  bear  in  mind, 
that  on  the  opening  of  the  canal,  carriage  to  Pittsburg 
by  waggons  was  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  and  that 
it  immediately  fell  to  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  and  one 
dollar  and  seventy-live  cents  per  one  hundred  p.>unds. 
That  it  was  in  the  height  of  the  spring  trade,  and  iho 
amount  of  ui  rchandise  ready  for  shipment  wa.siiiimcnji.. 
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and  that  for  these  delays,  the  transporting  companies 
have  paid  them  heavy  damages,  so  much  so,  that  in  ma- 
ny cases,  their  goods  have  been  delivered  in  Pittsburg 
almost /ree  of  expense. 

On  the  opening  of  the  Canal  it  was  believed  that  the 
Rail  Road  would  be  i-eady_and  competent  to  convey  all 
merchandise  over  the  mountains,  which  could  be 
brouglit  by  the  boats,  and  under  this  impression  the 
companies  received  goods  in  Philadelphia  more  freely 
than  circumstances  afterwards  proved  they  should  have 
done.  They  had  contracted  in  Pittsburg  for  an  ample 
number  of  cars,  under  a  positive  assurance  that  they 
should  be  delivered  to  them  on  the  opening  of  the  Ca- 
nal. These  contracts  to  their  great  disappointment 
were  not  fulfilled,  and  not  more  than  half  the  cars  were 
delivered  until  the  spring  ti'ade  was  nearly  over. 

The  rail  road,  by  inclined  planes,  was,  comparative- 
ly, a  new  undertaking,  and  of  course,  not  well  under- 
stood, (its  management  under  any  circumstances,  re- 
quiring great  skdl  and  attention,)  and  delays,  as  may 
well  be  supposed,  were  the  natural  consequence.  The 
road  in  many  places,  where  horses  are  used,  was  in  an 
unfinished  state,  requiring  the  cars  to  he  lowed  like 
canalhoats.  The  cars  were  new  and  frequently  got  out  of 
order.  The  horses  were  unaccustomed  to  this  mode  of 
working,  and  had  often  to  clamber  along  the  sides  of 
the  road,  and  on  the  edges  of  precipices,  over  which 
they  were  occasionally  precipitated.  These,  and  many 
other  difficulties  caused  delays  which  were  unavoidable, 
and,  to  overcome  which,  these  companies  certainly  de- 
serve great  praise.  We  are  only  astonished  how  they 
succeeded  so  well;  for  we  have  been  informed  by  one 
of  them  (Messrs.  Leech,  Robart  Sc  Toland)  that  they 
have  delivered  every  package  of  merchandise  they  re- 
ceived this  season  in  good  order,  amounting  to  two 
thousand  five  hundred  tons;  and  they  have  brouglit  to 
tliis  place,  in  return,  about  fifteen  hundred  tons  of  coun- 
try produce,  tobacco,  cotton,  flour,  pork,  whiskey, 
hemp,  iron,  &,c.  &.C.  and  delivered  it  in  like  good 
order. 

The  difficulties  of  a  new  undertaking  are  now,  in  a 
great  degree,  overcome;  and  the  board  may  with  confi- 
dence, assure  our  western  friends  that  they  may,  here- 
after, rely  with  certain'y  on  their  goods  being  forward- 
ed with  safety  and  despatch. 

There  are  now  on  the  Portage  road  156  cars,  capable 
of  conveying,  daily,  each  w.ay,  270  tons.  And  the  sta- 
tionary engines,  working  13  out  of  the  24  hours,  can 
pass  dally,  each  way,  500  tons;  so  that  it  is  believed  no 
delays,  for  the  future  can  possibly  occur.  It  is  contem- 
plated, the  ensuing  season,  to  use  locomotive  engines 
on  a  great  portion  of  the  road,  where  horses  are  now 
employed,  which  will  greatly  facilitate  the  transporta- 
tion; and  it  is  believed  the  raU  road  from  Philadelphia 
to  Columbia,  will  be  used  by  the  companies,  for  light 
freight  at  least,  and  we  have  every  reason  to  believe 
that  merchandise  will,  by  this  conveyance,  reach  Pitts- 
burg in  six  days. 

■Phe  committee  submit  a  comparative'statement  of 
the    expenses  of  shipment  from  Louisville,  Kentucky, 
to  Philadelphia,  by   the  way  of  New  Orleans;  and  by 
the  way  of  Pittsburg  and  the  Pennsylvania  canal- 
Freight  from  Louisville  to  New  Or- 
leans, average 
Freight  from  New  Orleans  to  Phila- 

(klpliia,  average 
Insurance  from   Louisville    to   New 

Orleans, 
Insurance  from  Nev/  Orleans  to  Phila- 
delphia, 
Charges — Commission  for  receiving 

and  forwariling. 
Expenses  of  transhipment  average, 
T'imL:  of  passage  from  Louisville  to 

Philadelphia,  average 
Freight  front  Loui;,Ville  to  Pittsburg, 


jQ  ctspr  100 

50  cts  pr  100 

1  per  cent. 

1.1  per  cent. 

$1  per  hhd. 
75-100  do. 


40  days. 

a:,  pr  100 
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Freight  from  Pittsburg  to  Fliiladel- 

phia,  average  60  cts  pr  100 

Insurance  from   Louisville  to  Pitts- 
burg, i  per  cent. 
Insurance   from   Pittsburg   to  Phila- 
delphia, nothing. 

No  charges  for  commission  or  transhipment  are  made 
in  Pittsburg,  the  produce  being  taken  immndiatcly  from 
the  steam  boats  to  the  canal  boats,  and  the  freight  paid 
to  Pittsburg  by  the  transporting  companies.  Time  of 
passage,  average  20  days.  Goods  have  been  delivered 
in  Louisville,  recently,  in  15  days;  and  we  have  every 
reason  to  believe  that  this  will  be  tlie  average  time  next 
season. 

Merchandise  purchased  in  Baltimore,  or  any  of  the 
seaport  towns  east  of  New  York,  can  be  forwarded  to 
nil  places  on  the  banks  of  tlie  Oliio  river,  by  the  vv.ay  ot 
Philadelphia,  and  the  Pennsylvania  Canal,  cheaper  than 
by  any  other  mode  of  communication;  and  produce, 
can  now  be  forwarded  from  Louisville  to  Philadelphia, 
by  the  Pennsylvania  Canal,  at  as  cheap  a  rate,  as  to 
New  York,  by  the  Ohio  and  New  York  Canals;  and  it 
is  only  necessary  for  the  tolls  on  our  canal  to  be  regula- 
ted on  the  same  principles  as  those  of  New  York  and 
Ohio,  to  give  Pliiladelphia,  as  a  market  for  foreign 
shipment,  a  decided  advantage. 

One  lot  of  500  hhds.  of  Kentucky  and  Ohio  tobacco, 
is  now  passing  through  our  city  from  Pittsburg  to  New 
York,  by  contract,  at  75-100  per  100  lbs.  But  the  pre- 
sent rate  of  tolls,  (being  33  cents  per  100  lbs.)  leaves 
too  small  a  sum  to  make  it  an  object  for  the  carriers. 
Ten  thousand  hhds.  have  already  passed  through  the 
Ohio  Canal,  to  New  York  this  season.  All  of  which  is 
respectfully  submitted, 

T.C.  ROCKHILL, 
WM.  W.  M'MAIN, 
T.  P.  HOOPES. 

Philadelphia,  June  11,  1834. 


ADDRESS  OF  THE  POLISH  EXILES, 

7b  the  Citizens  of  Philadelphia. 

Since  the  tyrant  of  the  north  has  subjugated  our  un- 
happy country,  the.  sons  of  Poland  have  been  dispersed 
throughout  the  glo'oe,  to  bring  their  complaints  before 
the  free  nations  of  the  world. 

The  Austrian  capital,  which,  without  the  aid  of  the 
valliant  Sobieski,  might  at  this  day  have  been  wearing 
the  yoke  of  Mussulman  barbarity;  France,  in  whose 
cause  the  waters  of  the  Nile,  the  Tiber,  the  Tagus,  the 
Gaudiana,  and  the  Elster,  have  been  crimsoned  with 
Polish  blood; — that  France,  in  whose  cause  the  burning 
sands  of  Egypt,  the  pestilential  chmate  of  St.  Domingo, 
and  the  snows  of  frozen  Siberia,  have  swallowed  up  so 
many  of  our  brave  warriors;  in  a  word,  all  ?Uu'ope, 
which  our  hist  struggle,  for  a  time  perhaps,  shielded 
from  the  invasion  of  northern  barbarians — ungrateful 
Europe  has  forbidden  us  to  breathe  her  air,  and  has 
driven  us  like  the  victims  of  some  contagious  malady, 
beyond  the  confines  of  her  territory. 

But  heaven,  as  if  moved  by  our  tears,  has  at  length 
been  pleased  to  sol.ace  our  afflictions,  and  to  grant  us  a 
respite  from  so  many  calamities.  '\  he  free  country  of 
the  Washingtons,  the  Jcffersons,  and  the  William  Penns, 
welcomes  us  to  its  hospitality.  American  citizens 
stretch  forth  to  us  their  fraternal  arms.  We  find  our- 
selves in  the  enjoyment  of  the  same  rights  and  the  s.ame 
protection  as  tliose  who  have  fought  for  the  liberty  and 
independence  of  this  happy  country.  But,  generous 
Americans!  what  have  we  been  able  to  bring  with  us 
to  this  home  of  the  free?  What,  but  a  pure  conscience 
the  remembrance  of  our  ancient  glory,  and  a  determi 
n.ation  to  become  useful  citizens  in  the  land  of  our  adop 
tion?  What  service  have  we  been  able  to  render  you( 
Yet  you  honor  us  with  your  friendship,  aid  us  with 
your  counsels,  and  relieve  us  with  your  generosity. 


But  it  is  to  you  in  particular,  citizens  of  Philadelphia, 
that  in  the  name  of  their  compatriots,  and  in  the  name 
of  their  country,  the  Poles,  to  whom  you  have  conde- 
scended to  extend  your  protection,  would  testify  their 
heartfelt  gratitude.  Our  first  arrival  in  your  city  was 
marked  by  a  sympathy  for  our  condition. 

To  the  venerable  ciiairman  of  your  committee,  Mr. 
Carey,  the  constant  protector  of  all  the  unfortunate, 
whose  heart  is  ever  open  to  the  calls  of  suffering  hu- 
manity, we  would  express  our  profound  and  grateful 
acknowledgments,  begging  him  to  impart  the  same  to 
those  benevolent  citizens  who  are  united  with  himself 
in  the  discharge  of  the  arduous  labors  undertaken  on 
our  account.  We  beg  him  to  assure  the  committee, 
and  all  the  citizens  of  Philadelphio,  of  the  deep  senti- 
ments of  esteem  and  gratitude  with  which  our  hearts 
are  penetrated — sentiments  which  we  shall  carry  with 
us  into  every  situation,  and  retain  to  the  last  moment  of 
our  lives — sentiments  which  we  shall  endeavor  to  evince 
by  zealous  efforts  to  become  useful  to  our  American 
benefactors,  and  worthy  of  their  continued  regards. 

(Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Poles  in  Philadelphia. ) 

MARTIN  ROSIENSKIEWICZ. 

Philadelphia,  June  15,  1834. 


RATES  OF  TOLL, 


To  be  charged  on  the  Philadelphia  and  Columbia,  and 
Allegheny  Portage  Railways,  as  adopted  by  the 
Board  of  Canal  Commissioners,  and  in  force  from  and 
after  the  fourteenth  day  of  June,  1834. 

Toll  p.  mile, 

Articles.  per  1000  lbs. 

C.  M. 

1.  Agricultural  implements,  carts,  wagons, 

sleighs,  ploughs,  and  mechanics  tools, 
necessary  for  the  owner's  individual 
use,  when  accompanied  by  the  owner 

emigrating  1 

2.  Agricultural  productions,  not  particular- 

ly specified  1  0 

3.  Ale  and  Porter  in  barrels  1  0 

4.  Apples,  Peaches,  and  other  green  fruit  0  8 

5.  Ashes  Leached  0  4 

6.  do      Pot  and  Pearl  1  0 

7.  Barley  1  0 

8.  Bark  Unground  0  8 

9.  do     Ground  1  0 

10.  Beef  Salted  1  0 

11.  Beer  1  0 

12.  Boards,  Planks,  Scantling,  iind  all  other 

sawed  timber  0  8 

13.  Bricks  0  6 

14.  Buckwheat  1  0 

15.  Butter  1  0 

16.  Burrs,  French  in  Blocks  1  0 

17.  Charcoal  0  8 

18.  Cheese  1  0 

19.  Cider  1  0 

20.  Clav,  Earth,  Sand  and  Gravel  0  4 

21.  Coal,  Mineral  0  4 

22.  Copper,  in  Sheets  and  manufactured  2  0 

23.  Corn,  Indian  1  0 

24.  Cotton  1  0 

25.  Deec,  Buffalo  and  Moose  Skins  1  0 

26.  Drugs  and  Medicines  2  0 

27.  Dry  Goods  2  0 

28.  Earthen  ware  1  0 

29.  Feathers  1  4 

30.  Fish,  salted  or  fresh  1  0 

31.  Flour  I  0 

32.  Furniture,  Household  1  4 

33.  Furs  and  Peltry,  except  Peer,  Buffalo  ' 

and  Moose  Skins  2  0 

34.  Glassware  2  0 
oS-  Grind  Stones  1  0 
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7*0??  per  mile, 

per  1000  Ths. 

Articles.  C.  M. 

36.  Groceries  2    0 

37.  Gypsum  1     o 

38.  Hardware  and  Cutlery  2     0 

39.  Hay  0     8 

40.  Heading  and  Colts  for  Cedar  Ware  0     8 

41.  Heading' for  Barrels  and  Hop^sheads  0     6 
"42.   Hoop  poles  for  Barrels  and  Hogsheads           0     6 

43.  Hemp  and  Hemp  Yarns  1     0 

44.  Hides  Raw,  of  Domestic  Animals  1     4 

45.  Hops  ■  1     4 

46.  Iron  Ore  0     5 

47.  Iron  Scraps,  Pigs,  and  Broken  Castings  0     8 

48.  do     Castings,  Blooms  and  Anchonies  1     4 

49.  do     Bar,  Rolled,  Slit  or  Hammered  2     0 

50.  Lard  1     0 

51.  Lead,  Bar  and  Pig  1     4 

52.  do     White,  Read  and  Litharage  2     0 

53.  Leather,  Dressed  and  Undressed  2    0 

54.  Lime  0     5 

55.  Limestone  0     4 

56.  Liquors,  Domestic  1     4 

57.  Liquors,  Foreign  2     0 

58.  Mahogany  Wood  1     4 

59.  Manuie  0    4 

60.  Marble,  unwrought  0     6 

61.  do       manufactured  by  sawing  or  other- 

wise 

62.  Mill  stone, 

63.  Nails  and  Spikes 

64.  Oats 

65.  Oil  of  all  kinds 

66.  Oysters 

67.  Paints  and  Dye  stuffs 

68.  Paper 

69.  Pork,  Salted  or  Fresh 

70.  Posts,  Split  or  Round  for  Fencing 

71.  Potatoes,  Turnips  and  otl:er  Vegetables 

72.  Queens  Ware  and  China  Ware 

73.  Rags 

74.  Rails,  Split  for  Fencing 

75.  Ropes  and  Cordage 

76.  Rosin 

77.  Rye 

78.  Salt  passing  Eastward 

79.  do  passing  Westward 

80.  Seed,  Clover,  Timothy,  Flax  and  other 

kinds  of 
81-  Shingles 

82.  Slate  for  Roofing 

83.  Staves  for  Pipes,  Hogsheads  and  Barrels 

84.  do       Cedar 

85.  Steam  Engines 

86.  Steel 

87.  Stone,  entirely  Unwrought 

88.  do     Wrought 

89.  Stone,  Soap 

90.  Stone  Ware 

91.  Straw 

92.  Tallow 

93.  Tar 

94.  Tile 

95.  Timber  Round  and  Squure 

96.  Tin  and  Tin  Ware 

97.  Tobacco,  Manufactm-ed, 

98.  do         not  Manufactured  1     0 

99.  Wheat  1     0 

100.  Whiskey,  and  other  Domestic  Distilled 

Spirits'  1     4 

101.  Window  Glass  1     4 

102.  Wood  for  Fuel  0    5 

103.  Wool  1     4 
On  all  articles  not  enumerated,   passing  East- 
ward                                                                           1     0 

On  all  articles  not  enumerated, passing  Westward     2     0 


Jrfi, 


Toll  per  mile. 
C  M. 


On   the  United  States'   mall,    for  every  ten 

pounds 
On  each  Burden  Car 
On  each  Passenger  Car 
On  eacli  Baggage  Car 
On  each  passenger  over  12  years  of  agc,1rans- 

ported  in  a  Car  of  any  description 
On  each  passenger  between  6  and  12  years  of 

age 

Fifty  pounds  ofbaggage  will  be  allowed  to  each  pas- 
senger, fi-ce  of  charge.— All  extra  bageage  shall  be 
charged  at  the  rale  of  one  mill  per  mile,  for  everv  twen- 
ty pounds.  -^ 

Viaducts- 

For  crossing  the  Schuylkill  Viaduct,  the  same  r.ites 
of  t(il)  as  are  now  or  may  be  charged  for  crossin-  the 
Permanent  Bridge  over  the  river  Schuylkill,  at  Phila- 
delphia. 

Any  person  passing  over  a  bridge  or  viaduct  on  the 
Railway,  where  toll  is  or  may  be  chargeable,  who  shall 
refuse  to  pay  such  toll  to  the  Collector,  when  demand- 
ed, shall  pay  a  fine  of  five  dollars,  for  each  and  every 
such  offence. — Hurrishurs;  Chronicle. 


For  the  Register. 
THE  AMERICAN  MOLE  LOCUST. 
This  Locust  is  so  called  from  working  in  the  ground, 
but  the  manner  of  its  working  is  wholly  different.  It 
takes  or  removes  the  earth  in  small  particles,  which  by 
moistening,  it  places  like  a  mason  plasters  a  wall  or 
the  lining  of  his  passage,  the  earth  being  moistened  na- 
turally yields  to  its  pressure,  so  that  the  Locust  when 
it  reaches  the  surface  of  the  earth,  leaves  the  entrance 
into  the  hole  clean  and  entirely  free  from  dirt,  which 
circumstance  has  astonished  many  persons  unacquaint- 
ed with  its  habits.  There  is  another  circumstance  wor- 
thy of  attention:  when  it  emerges  from  its  shell  a  glu- 
tinous substance  can  be  seen  upon  its  body;  this  in  a 
night  will  harden  and  form  a  brown  covering  for  the 
winged  insect;  but  if  unhappily  it  leaves  the  ground 
too  early  in  an  afternoon,  and  becomes  exposed  to  the 
influence  of  a  hot  sun,  the  glutinous  matter  will  run, 
and  attaching  to  a  leaf,  stem,  or  twig,  will  harden  in 
the  night,  thus  fastening  the  unfortunate  insect,  and 
securing  it  beyond  the  power  of  escaping,  hence  it  mis- 
erably perishes. 

A  field  contains  immense  numbers  of  Locusts  which 
in  1817,  was  destitute  of  a  single  tree. 

On  the  tenth  of  June  there  happened  a  shorter  of 
rain,  which  softened  the  earth,  and  enabled  numbers 
to  penetrate  to  the  surface. 

Two  men  employed  in  boring  through  a  rock  for  a 
week,  upwards  of  forty  feet  below  the  surf.ice,  discov- 


2     0  '  eied  one  of  these  insects  working  its  way  through 

crack  or  crevice  in  the  rock.  They  do  not  come  up 
perpendicularly,  but  frequently  about  a  foot  from  the 
surface,  will  work  their  way  horizonially  until  they  find 
the  earth  such  as  they  approve. 

They  come  up  in  greater  numbers  where  there  are 
no  trees,  than  where  trees  are  to  be  fo;ind. 

The  garden  mould  being  soft  and  loose,  they  as- 
cend in  numbers. 
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They  prefer  some  trees  to  others — some  they  will 
not  rest  upon .    The  Cheriy  appears  to  be  a  favorite. 

In  the  early  settlement  of  Pennsylvania  the  Locusts 
occasioned  much  consternation;  and  thousands,  nay, 
millions  were  destroyed  by  the  settlers  under  the  ap- 
prehension of  losing  all  their  grain,  fruit,  &c.  by  the 
ravenous  maw  of  this  insect,  which  has  since  proved 
harmless. 

Amongthe  many  idle  speculations  which  at  that  time 
were  entertained,  was  this-  Thattlie  insect  deposited  its 
eggs  in  the  sap  of  trees,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  year  t\M 
sap  would  return  to  the  roots,  taking  with  it  tlie  eggs 
of  the  insects — there  they  would  be  preserved  until  the 
spring,  when  the  young  insect  would  appear,  work  its 
way  through  the  roots  into  the  earth,  and  then  make 
its  descent. 

They  conjectured  the  insects  were  employed  work 
ing  their  way  down  eight  years  and  a  half,  and  then 
they  would  turn  again  and  work  a  passage  up. 

If  you  find  these  communications  useful,  I  may  proba 
bly  continue  them  in  the  hope  tiiat  some  person  more 
capable  may  be  induced  to  give  the  result  of  his  obser- 
vations. 

"  God  moves  in  a  mysterious  way 
His  Wonders  to  perform," 
He  hides  this  insect  in  the  clay, 
Where  man  sees  not  his  form- 


With  great  regard. 
Yours, 


C.   R. 


DANGER  OF  LOCUSTS. 

The  annexed  article  is  copied  from  the  Carlisle  Re- 
publican, and  is  presented  to  the  attention  of  our  rea- 
ders, with  the  hope,  that  if  none  "of  the  scientific  gen- 
tlemen about  Carlisle,"  can  give  any  "  information  as 
to  their  (the  locust's)  precise  nature,  habils,  and  use," 
perhaps  those  about  Germantown  may  undertake  the 
task.—  Telegraph. 

"  Danger  of  Locusts — The  Lancaster  Democrat 
states  that  a  boy  who  had  gathered  a  number  of  Locusts 
and  put  them  into  his  hat,  was  stung  in  the  head  by  one 
of  them,  which  caused  hisde.ath. 

"  We  heard  a  stranger  remark  the  other  evening, 
that  two  children,  in  the  vicinity  of  one  of  the  neighbor- 
ing Forges,  had  died  of  the  stings  of  Locusts;  but  at  the 
time  placed  no  confidence  in  the  statement.  We  have 
heretofore  been  of  opinion  that  the  nature  of  the  locust 
was  perfectly  harmless— can  .iny  of  the  scientific  gen- 
tlemen about  Carlisle,  give  us  some  information  as  to 
then-  precise  nature,  habits,  and  use.  Are  they  poison- 
ous—are  tiiey  destructive  to  vegetation— and  for  what 
purpose  is  it  conjectured  they  were  created?  A  com- 
munication on  the  subject  is  solicited,  and  we  have  no 
doubt  would  be  read  with  great  inierest."— Carlisle lic- 
pubUcan. 

The  following  article  was  publislied  in  the  papers  of 
the  day— 1800.  ' 

LOCUSTS. 

The  following  observations  on  Locusts,  made  in  the 
year  1715,  by  the  Rev.  Andrew  Sandcl,  tiion  Rector  of 
the  Swedish  Church  in  I'biladclphin,  arc  left  on  tiic  re- 
cords of  the  said  church,  in  tlic  Swedish  language,  bc- 
mg  in  exact  translation  these.— In  the  Month  oi'May  a 
peculiar  kind  of  grasshopper  or  flics,  called  by  the  F.n- 
ghsh  Locusts,  issued  from  tlic-  culh.  They  came  up 
every  uhere,  even  on  the  hard  roads.     They  ucrc  ena- 


bled to  to  pierce  the  earth  by  means  of  a  shell  that  co- 
vered the  whole  body,  even  the  mouth  and  feet.  Ha- 
ving issued  from  the  earth,  they  crept  out  of  the  shell; 
Hew  about;  placed  themselves  every  where  on  the 
trees;  and  made  a  peculiar  noise.  As  they  were  in 
great  multitudes  over  the  whole  country,  their  noise 
was  so  loud,  that  people  could  hardly  hear  the  bells  in 
the  woods.  They  ripped  the  bark  of  the  trees  and  put 
worms  therein.  Many  expected  that  the  trees  would 
be  dried  by  this;  but  we  found  next  year  that  it  did  not 
happen.  Swine  and  fowls  fed  on  these  insects.  The 
Indians  did  also  eat  them,  especially  on  the  first  arri- 
val, after  a  previous  slight  roasting;  from  this  it  is 
probable  that  they  are  of  the  same  kind  with  those 
eaten  by  John  the  Baptist.  They  were  of  short  con- 
tinuance, dying  in  June. 

Remarks: — I'he  worms  mentioned  were,  no  doubt, 
those  white  worm-like  e.egs  which  the  present  Locusts 
deposit  in  the  bark.  All  the  other  circumstances  cor- 
respond with  those  that  now  take  place. 

That  the  Locusts  were  not  destructive,  appears  from 
the  account  given  by  the  same  author,  on  the  extraordi- 
nary fertility  of  that  year,  in  wheat,  rye,  Indian  corn, 
oals,  and  apples. 

That  year  was  also  remarkably  healthy  among  the 
Swedes,  .as  appears  from  the  small  number  of  deaths  on 
the  funeral  records,  which  included  a  distance  at  least 
fifteen  miles,  north,  west,  and  south  from  Philadelphia. 

A  great  part  of  the  little  which  is  recorded,  on  the 
Natural  History,  Seasons,  Diseases,  &c.  in  the  earlier 
times  of  Pennsylvania,  N.  Jersey,  and,  the  now,  Dela- 
ware state,  we  owe  to  the  Swedish  Missionaries. 

The  Swedish  congregation  in  Penn.,  owe  also  the 
principal  part  of  their  estate  to  the  zeal  and  wisdom  of 
the  said  Mr.  Sandel. 

NICHOLAS  COLLIN, 
Rector  of  the  Swedish  Churches  in  Pennsylvania. 


From  the  Mauch  Chunk  Courier. 
ALLENTOWN,  PA. 

Allentown  is  situated  on  the  west  bank  of  tlie  river 
Lehigh,  near  the  junction  of  the  Little  Lehigh  and  Jor- 
dan, is  one  of  the  oldest  settlements  on  that  river,  and 
in  the  different  wars  of  America,  vi^as  the  scene  of  many 
a  brave  and  bloody  deed-  It  was  here  that  Col.  James 
Bird  displ.ayed  such  heroisin  In  the  early  wars  with  the 
aborigines.  It  was  here  during  the  revolutionary  war 
that  tlie  bells  which  "  chime  so  merrily"  on  Christ 
Church  in  Philadelphia,  were  concealed  by  the  Ameri- 
cans, and  it  was  here  at  a  still  later  period  of  our  nation- 
al existenee,  that  the  insurrection  in  which  the  notorious 
John  Fries  bore  so  conspicuous  a  part,  was  fomented, 
and  happily  for  us  all,  smothered  in  its  birth. 

Inh.abited  by  a  few  wealthy  and  unenterprising  Ger- 
mans, and  cut  off  for  many  years  from  the  different 
post  routes  by  the  influence  of  the  neighboring  towns, 
it  remained  inactive  a  long  time.  Its  great  elevation 
too,  rendering  it  difficult  to  procure  the  necessary  sup- 
ply of  vv.ater,  had  the  effect  of  retarding  its  progress  in 
the  march  of  improvement,  and  it  remained  as  at  first, 
"unnoticed  and  unknown"  until  the  year  1811  ,when  by 
the  division  of  Northampton  county,  it  became  the  seat 
of  justice  of  Lehigh  county,  Pennsylvania,  was  incorpo- 
rated, and  called  Northampton  Borough,  (a  name  which 
by  the  way  has  occasioned  innumerable  mistakes,  and 
might  be  altered  with  advantage.)  Since  that  period 
it  has  Improved  rapldly.and  bids  fair  to  eclipse  its  neigh- 
bors in  trade  and  wealth,  as  it  has  already  done  in  point 
of  beauty. 

The  town  contains  about  2,200  inhabitants.  One 
English  and  two  Cicrrnan  Churches;  two  Libraries;  an 
Academy  and  Hoarding  School — together  with  three 
sniallci-  Seminaries;  a  Court  House,  decidedly  the 
handsomest  In  the  State;  a  Jail,  for  which  there  is  little 
or  no  use;  twelve  or  fourteen  houses  of  entertainment, 
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some  of  which  in  point  of  size  and  convenience,  are  in- 
ferior to  none  in  the  interior  of  the  country,  and  instead 
of  the  long  low  weather  board  luits  of  the  first  scUkrs, 
there  are  seen  some  splendid  three  storleil  brick  build- 
ings with  granite  fronls,  containing  stores  vicing  with 
those  of  the  metropolis. 

The  Mauch  Chunk  Company's  canal  has  opened  the 
trade  to  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  and  produce  to 
the  amount  of  5^200,000  per  annum  is  sent  i'rom  Allen- 
town  lo  those  cities.  Elevated  above  the  surrounding 
country,  Allentown  has  been  remarkably  healthy,  and 
it  is  a  fact  worthy  of  notice,  that  during  the  prevalence 
of  the  Yellow  Fever  of  1793  and  '99,  and  Cholera  in 
1832  and  '33,  there  was  not  a  single  case  of  either 
in  that  place,  that  in  any  way  resembles  those  diseases. 
A  company  incorporated  in  1828,  have  erected  a  splen- 
did Water  Works  about  half  a  mile  from  the  town,  by 
means  of  which  a  stream  of  cool  spring  water  is  forced 
up  to  the  height  of  160  feet,  and  distributed  in  cast  iron 
pipes  through  the  streets.  As  a  country  residence  a 
more  delightful  spot  could  not  be  found. 

The  natural  curiosities  are  numerous  and  well  worth 
seeing.  The  Springs  of  Messrs.  Martin,  Smith  and 
Worman,are  justly  admired  by  all  who  have  seen  them, 
while  a  walk  to  the  Big  Uock  on  the  Lehigh  mountain 
amply  repays  the  adventU]'er,by  the  extent  and  novelty 
of  the  scenes  which  are  there  spread  out  before  him  on 
every  side;  a  thousand  feet  below  are  seen  well  culti- 
vated farms, stretching  away  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach, 
except  on  the  north,  where  vision  is  bounded  by  the 
Blue  mountain,  after  forcing  its  way  through  which, 
the  river  may  be  traced  meandering  through  a  country 
beautifully  varied  until  it  washes  the  base  of  the  hill  on 
which  the  town  stands,  and  then  uniting  with  the  Little 
Lehigh,  Trout  Creek  and  Jordan,  rushes  along  the  foot 
of  the  Lehigh  mountain,  and  is  lost  in  the  distance. 

The  inhabitants  are  mild,  hospitable  and  orderly,  the 
situation  healthy  and  highly  romantic,  and  within  a 
convenient  distance  from  Philadelphia,  to  which  City 
there  are  two  daily  line  of  stages.  The  whole  number 
of  arrivals  and  departures  of  stages  amount  to  75  week- 
ly. There  are  four  well  conducted  weekly  papers 
printed  in  Allentown.  In  short,  whether  we  consider 
it  as  a  place  of  business  or  pleasant  retreat  from  the 
noise  and  bustle  of  the  crowded  cities,  it  is  alike  re- 
markable, and  we  confidently  assert  that  none  ever 
visited  it  without  assenting  to  the  correctness  of  these 
remarks, or  left  it  without  casting  a  "longing,  lingering 
wish  behind."  R.  W. 


RAIL  ROAD  ACCIDENT. 


Two  of  the  Union  Rail  Road  cars,  of  the  Union  Line 
Co.  were,  this  morning,  attached  to  a  train  of  the  bur- 
then cars,  to  ascend  the  inclined  plane,  on  the  west 
side  of  the  Schuylkill  bridge;  when  they  had  nearly  ar- 
rived at  the  summit,  the  coupling  of  the  burthen  cars 
g.ave  way,  by  which  accident  one  of  the  laden  cars, with 
the  two  containing  passengers,   were  forced  down  the 

plane,  with  an    impetus  that  is  beyond  description 

When  within  a  few  rods  of  the  bridge,  the  train  came 
in  contact  with  a  burthen  car  loaded  with  sand,  the 
shock  v/as  tremendous,  the  pleasure  cars  rose  in  the  air, 
and  came  down  in  atoms:  the  passengers  were  thrown 
in  different  directions;  and,  what  is  most  remarkable, 
all  escaped  with  their  lives,  and  none  dangerously  in- 
jured, though  several  were  bruised,  and  one  gentleman 
had  his  arm  fractured.  The  two  cars,  belonging  to 
Messrs.  S.  II.  Slaymaker  &  Co.  are  completely  torn  to 
pieces;  from  our  recollection  of  these  splendid  pieces 
of  workmanship,  wc  should  suppose  the  damage,  to 
the  company,  could  not  be  less  than  §2500,  which  is 
to  be  attributed  entirely  to  the  neglect  or  stupidity  of 
the  individual  (in  the  service  of  the  State,)  in  attaching 
the  pleasure  cars  to- the  biu'then  cars  in  advance  of 
them,  contrary  to  the  positive  instructions  of  Mr.  Eard- 
man,  the  superintendent  of  the  machinery  at  the  in- 
clined plane. 


In  justice  to  Messrs.  Shaymaker  &  Co.  we  deem  it 
due  to  them  to  state,  that  not  the  least  blame  is  to  be 
charged  to  them,  nor  any  of  their  agents;  on  the  con- 
trary, we  feel  confident,  that  the  proper  state  authori- 
ties will  cheerfully  remunerate  them  for  the  loss  of  their 
splendid  and  valuable  cars.  The  four  individuals  who 
were  injured,  were  at  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  and 
are  doing  weU. — U,  S.  Gaz.,  May  14. 

STATISTICS  OF  CHESTER  COUNTY. 

The  population  of  Chester  county,  is,  probably,  at 
this  time,  near  60,000.  It  ranks  with  Berks  and  Alle- 
gheny in  number  of  taxablcs,  each  containing  over  ten 
thousand.  Lancaster'comes  next  to  Philadelphia,  and 
has  upwards  of  15,000  taxables.  In  the  fourth  rank  are 
Bucks,  Montgomery,  York  and  VVashinglon,  each 
of  which  contains  about  9,000,  according  to  the  late  re- 
turns. 

In  the  assessed  value  of  property,  Chester  comes  next 
to  Lancaster,  and  is  the  third  most  wealthy  county  in 
the  state.  By  the  assessed  returns  of  1832,  the  value 
of  real  estate  is  estimated  at  §14,415,759,  and  of  per- 
sonal at  §3,106,870;  Total  §17,522,629,  To  which 
add  one  third,  to  ascertain  the  real  value,  and  for  sup- 
posed amount  of  stocks,  &c.  notincluded,  §23,363,505, 
and  you  have  some  idea  of  the  actual  wealth  of  the 
county. 

Probably  no  district  in  the  United  States,  with  such 
resources,  has  made  as  little  noise  or  display.  The  popu- 
lation are  of  a  race,  content  to  pursue  "  the  even  tenor 
of  their  way."  Go  on  to  the  top  of  Osborne's  hill, 
where  Gen.  Howe  stood  during  the  battle  of  Brandy- 
wine,  about  three  miles  south  of  West  Chester,  and 
your  eye  will  have  the  command  of  a  territory  contain- 
ing more  agricultural  wealth,  with  a  degree  of  agricul- 
tural improvement,  than  any  horizon  of  ten  miles  di- 
ameter to  be  found  in  this  country. 

T  he  navigation  along  our  north  eastern  border,  where 
we  are  bounded  by  the  Schuylkill  for  some  20  odd  miles; 
the  Pennsylvania  Rail  Road,  which  passes  through  the 
heart  of  the  county  about  thirty  miles;  and  the  West 
Chester  r.ail  road,  nine  miles  in  extent,  have  brought 
us  into  public  notice.  The  Branch  of  the  West  Chester 
Rail  Road,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  in  length,  will  soon 
be  completed,  and  connect  this  place  with  the  lime- 
stone and  marble  of  the  Valley,  the  Susquehanna  trade, 
and  open  an  extensive  intercourse  with  the  western 
part  of  the  county,  Lancaster  and  Columbia.  The  whole 
cost  of  this  road  will  then  be  about  gl00,000 — the  main 
line  graded  for  a  double  track,  the  branch  for  a  single 
track,  and  one  track  laid  on  each.  This  is  the  work 
of  a  private  company.  The  passenger  cars  pass  and 
repass  twice  every  day  between  this  borough  and  the 
city— leaving  each  place  at  7  in  the  morning  and  half 
past  two  in  the  afternoon — fare  through  one  dollar — 
time  2h  to  4  hours.  When  the  locomotives  are  finished 
the  distance  will  be  accomplished  in  two  hours.  A  line 
of  transportation  cars  also  leave  this  place  tor  the  city 
every  other  day,  and  return  the  next  day;  the  expense 
of  hauling  is  fifty  per  cent  less  than  before  the  Rail 
Road  was  completed,  and  the  burthen  cars  have  full 
employment. 

The  senior  editor  of  this  paper  has  prepared  an  inter- 
esting table,  which  has  been  made  out  with  great  care 
and  labor,  furnishing  a  summary  of  our  statistics,  with 
actual  data  for  each  township,  which  is  hereto  an- 
nexed. 

It  gives  the  following  results: — 
Chester  county  contains, 

2  Furnaces, 
6  Forges, 
6  Rolling  mills, 

3  Nail  Factories, 
12  Tilt  Mills  and  Edge  tool  Factories, 

1  Gun  Factory 
157  Flour  Mills" 
187  Saw  Mills 
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21  Cotton  Factories 

30  Woolen     do. 

33  Paper  Mills 

2r  Cloverseed  Mills 

32  Meeting  houses  of  Friends 

25  Do  of  Methodists 

17  Do  of  Presbyterians 

11  Do  Baptists 

8  Do  Episcopalians 

5  Do  Lutherans 

3  Do  Menonists 

4  Do  German  sects  not  ascertained 
1   Do  Catholic  (at  West  Chester.) 

From  actual  inquiry  it  is  ascertained  that  not  more 
than  one  third  of  the  water  power  of  the  county  is  yet 
occupied. 

The  county  is  intersected  by  the   Philadelphia  and 


Lancaster  turnpike  through  the  centre  from  cast  to  west, 
and  by  the  G:ip  and  Newport  turnpike,  some  20  miles 
in  extent  in  the  south  west,  from  Lancaster  county  to 
the  Delaware  state  line.  The  Little  Conestoga  turn- 
pike leads  fromthe  V^'arren  Tavern,  in  the  Great  Valley 
to  Berks  county,  16  miles;  the  Downingtown,  F.phrata 
and  Harrisburg  Turnpike,  is  about  15  miles  of  it  in  this 
county. 

If  there  should  be  any  error  in  the  accompanying  ta- 
ble, individuals  acquainted  with  the  fact,  will  do  a  pub- 
lic service  by  communicating  it  to  the  editors  of  this 
paper. 

Can  any  one  furnish  the  number  of  lime  kilns  in  the 
county;  or  give  an  idea  of  the  quantity  of  lime  annual- 
ly burnt — what  propurtion  is  used  for  agricultural  pur- 
poses, and  the  aggregate  value  of  the  ariicle  sold  at  the 
kiins' 
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Birmingham,                                                  1    i 

1 

130,780 

96,600 

Brandywine,                                                   4    6 

I    3    2        12 

303,374 

50,310 

E.  Bradford,                          i                   2    6    9    1 

1        1 

450,412 

162.090 

W.  Bradford,                                                3    4 

1         1    2        1 

441,987 

63,360 

Charlestown,                                                  1    2 

1 

259,060 

15,990 

Coventry,                                   1                   7    4 

2         1              2    2         1 

450,235 

114,280 

East  Cain,                                          11         3    4 

2    1         2    11 

491,862 

86,390 

West  Cain,                                 2                   4/3 

2             1                              1 

310,537 

25,220 

E.  Fallowfield,                               1         2    4    3 

3    12    111 

262,250 

26,380 

W.  Fallowfield,                                             5    4    4 

1         1              2    1 

339,189 

21,670 

East  Goshen,                                                 4    3    1 

1    1              1 

252,452 

70,830 

West  Goshen,                                                2    3 

320,139 

58,860 

New  Garden,                                                3    4    3 

1         2    2 

436,225 

64,830 

Honeybrook,                        1                        3    6 

1         2 

420,268 

23,400 

Kennett.                                                         7    7 

2    112         1 

387,691 

42,090 

New  London,                             1                   2    5 

4          111                    1 

299,380 

27,570 

L.  Britain,                                                     2    3 

1    1 

151,293 

9,040 

London  Grove,                                            11  12 

2         14                             1 

424,277 

180,560 

London  Derry,                                              2    2 

1    1 

124,781 

7,000 

E.  Malborough,                                            3    7 

1    1 

421,772 

98,120 

W.Malborough,                            1              3    3    4 

111                             1 

400,326 

81,460 

E.  Nantmeal,                        2                   16    8 

1          111         11         1 

482,274 

137,160 

W.  Nantmeal,                                                  4    6 

1         1              2 

488,707 

25,960 

E.  Nottingham,                                             8    9 

18    1         11 

221,387 

7,810 

W.  Nottingham,                                            2    4 

12              11 

68,355 

8,780 

Newlin,                                         1                    2    2 

270,743 

30,040 

U.  Oxford,                                                   14    3    1 

3                       1 

187,019 

4,980 

Lower  Oxford,                                             3    3    1 

12              11 

139,831 

11,760 

Pikeland,                                        1          17    7 

2         2    12         12 

559,629 

25,500 

Pennsbury,                                                     1    2 

1    1         1 

355,749 

54,390 

Peim,                                                              1    1 

1 

158,351 

17,360 

Sadsbury,                                                  2  10    6 

2    11111 

448,634 

43,480 

Schuylkill,                                      2    2         3    4    1 

1              1111 

381,510 

68,890 

Tredyffrin,                                                     4   3 

11              111              1 

500,453 

93,120 

Thornbury, 

104,087 

138,170 

East  town,                                                      1    2 

222,920 

45,550 

Uwchlan,                                    1                   3    4 

12    11               1 

399,064 

80,700 

Kast  Vincent,                                                    5    4 
West  Vincent,                                          2    4    5 

1               1               11? 

1       1       1  1       15 

480,619 

61,560 

E,  Whiteland,                                                  2    2 

1 

226,923 

100,280 

W.  Whiteland,                                              3    5 

1          1             1 

398,915 

120,490 

Willistown,                                                   1    4    8 

3         111 

563,272 

53,560 

Westtown,                                                      1    1    ] 

2    1 

259,589 

110,020 

West  Chester. 

319.534 

535,660 
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AN  ACT  TO  ABOLISH   PUBLIC   EXECUTIONS. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
in  General  Assembly  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by 
the  authority  of  the  same,  That  whenever  hereafter  any 
person  siiall  be  condemned  to  suffer  death  by  hanging' 
for  any  crime  of  v/hich  he  or  she  shall  have  been  con- 
victed, the  said  punishment  shall  be  inflicted  on  him  or 
hei"  within  the  walls  or  yard  of  the  jail  of  the  county  in 
which  he  or  she  shall  have  been  c,onvicted;  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  sheriff  or  coroner  of  the  said  county 
to  attend  and  be  present  at  such  execution,  to  which  he 
shall  invite  the  presence  of  a  pliysiclan,  attorney  gene- 
ral or  deputy  attorney  general  of  the  county;  and  twelve 
reputable  citizens,  who  shall  be  selected  by  the  sheriff; 
and  the  said  sheriff  shall,  at  the  request  of  the  criminal, 
permit  such  ministers  of  the  gospt'l,not  exceeding  tv/o, 
as  he  or  she  may  name,  and  any  of  his  or  her  immediate 
relatives  to  attend  and  be  present  at  such  execution, 
together  with  such  officers  of  the  prison  and  such  of 
the  sheriff's  deputies  .as  the  said  sheriff  or  coroner  in 
his  discretion  may  think  it  expedient  to  have  present, 
and  it  shall  be  only  permitted  to  the  persons  above  de- 
signated,to  witness  the  said  execution: — Provided, That 
no  person  under  .age  shall  be  permitted  on  any  account 
to  witness  the  same. 

Section  2.  After  the  execution,  the  said  sheriff  or 
coroner  shall  make  oath  or  affirmation  in  writing,  that 
he  proceeded  to  execute  the  said  criminal  within  the 
walls  or  yard  aforesaid,  at  the  time  designated  by  the 
death  warrant  of  the  Governor,  and  the  same  shall  be 
filed  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  Oyer  and 
Terminer  of  the  aforesaid  county,  and  a  copy  thereof 
published  in  two  or  more  newspapers,  one  at  least  of 
which  shall  be  printed  in  the  county  where  the  execu- 
tion took  place. 

WM.  PATTERSON, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
JACOB  KERN, 
Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

Approved — The  tenth  day  of  April,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-four. 

GEO.   WOLF. 


From  the  Commercial  Herald. 

SOMETHING  NEW    AND    IMPORTANT    TO 
PHILADELPIHANS. 

Colonel  B.  S.  Hurt,  of  Nashville,  Tennessee,  in- 
forms us  that  he  shipped  at  th.at  place,  149  bales  of  cot- 
ton, 60,014  lbs.  to  Pittsburg,  for  which  he  paid  g2  per 
bale  freight;  the  same  cotton  he  there  shipped  from 
Pittsburg  to  Philadelphia,  at  sixt}'-two  and  a  lialf  cents 
per  hundred  lbs.  and  it  arrived  here  safe  yesterday, and 
is  now  for  sale.  The  time  required,  ordinarily,  to  trans- 
port freight  from  Nashville  to  this  city,  is  .about  twenty 
days,  and  it  is  attended  with  very  lit  le  risk.  This  is  a 
very  important  matter  to  our  city  and  her  mercliants; 
for,  if  goods  can  be  transported  in  so  short  a  time,  and 
at  such  a  reduced  freight  and  risk,  into  the  heart  of 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  and  even  into  tiie  northern 
part  of  Alabama,  we  do  not  see  what  is  to  prevent  the 
trade  of  that  rich  and  populous  section  of  the  country, 
from  flowing  through  the  channels  that  have  been 
formed  for  it,  to  this  place;  and  if  we  are  to  enjoy  the 
advantages  thus  secured  to  us,  what  shall  prevent  the 
future  growth  and  extension  of  our  city?  wlio  shall  say 
to  it,  "  thus  far  .shall  thou  go  and  no  further,  and  here 
shall  thy  bounds  be  stayed?"  The  members  of  the 
Board  of  Tr.ade  merit  the  thanks  of  the  citizens  for  the 
unwearied  pains  they  have  taken  to  make  known  the 
facilities  of  transportation  on  our  canals  and  rail  roads. 

UxustTAt- — A  Mrs.  Irving,  of  Clifford,  Susquehanna 
county,  was  a  few  days  ago  delivered  of  four  daughters 
at  a  birth;  two  of  them  died  immediately,  and  the  other 
two  are  not  expected  to  survive  long. 


From  the  Intelligencer. 
MAMMOTH  LE.VION. 

Mr.  Slrong.—Ow  a  visit,  lately,  to  North  Lebanon, 
Lebanon  county,  the  residence  of  William  Lehman, 
E-q.  Engineer  of  the  Union  Canal  Company,  he  ex- 
hibited to  me  a  basket  of  lemons  of  his  own  raising,one 
of  which,  (having  h.ad  the  curiosity  to  measure  it,) 
measured  thirteen  inches  in  circumference  one  way,  and 
eleven  and  a  quarter  the  other,  the  residue  were  not 
much  inferior  in  size. 

Mr.  LeliiTian  has,  also,  in  his  garden  the  most  numer- 
ous collection  of  the  best  kinds  of  fruit,  particularly  the 
Grape,  some  of  whicii  I  had  tlie  pleasure  of  tasting  last 
fall,  I  have  ever  seen  in  any  private  garden. 

Through  the  liberality  of  Mr.  Lehman  in  bestowing 
grape  spouts  and  young  grafted  trees  to  his  neighbors 
and  friends,  Lebanon  county  will  soon  become  as  fa- 
mous for  its  horticultural  productions,  as  it  now  is  for 
its  agricultural, 

SPONTANEOUS  COMBUSTION. 

A  circumstance  came  to  our  knowledge  a  few  days 
since  of  spontaneous  combustion,  which,  instead  of 
throwing  new  light  u])on  the  subject,  involves  it  in  still 
deeper  mystery.  About  two  years  since,  the  late  Mr. 
S.  C.  Slaymaker  presented  to  Mr.  Adam  Reigart  of  this 
city,  a  small  piece  of  wood,  evidently  cedar,  which  he 
had  detached  from  a  larger  piece,  found  in  excav.atlng 
the  deep  cut  of  the  r.ail  road,  at  the  Gap,  in  this  county, 
about  thirty  feet  below  the  surfoce.  This  piece,  weigh- 
ing not  more  than  two  ounces,  was  broken  in  two,  and 
laid  upon  a  white  pine  shelf,  in  Mr.  Reigart's  counting 
room.  About  three  or  four  days  before  the  discovery 
was  made,  which  lam  about  to  describe,  Mr.  Whitaker, 
a  gentleman  who  resides  with  Mr.  Reigart,  on  wiping 
the  dust  fi'om  the  shelf  with  a  wet  cloth,  took  up  the 
pieces  of  wood,  and  after  having  dusted  the  shelf,  laid 
them  as  before.  Three  days  alter  this  it  was  acciden- 
tally discovered  thiit  one  of  the  pieces  had  ignited,  and 
combustion  was  progressing  so  rapidly  that  the  shelf 
would  have  been  in  a  few  moments  on  fire;  and,  if  it 
had  happened  at  night,  the  consequences  might  have 
been  very  serious.  On  examination  a  portion  of  one 
of  the  pieces  was  found  reduced  to  ashes  of  a  dark  gray 
color,  and  from  some  of  the  outer  fibres  being  sound, 
and  ashes  lodged  in  the  interior  under  them,  it  would 
appear  that  combustion  had  commenced,  not  upon  the 
outer  part  of  the  wood,  nor  upon  the  side  which  lay  in 
contact  with  the  shelf,  but  in  the  interior  of  the  stick — 
the  surrounding  fibres  being  disintegrated  by  the  action 
ottlie  fire  within,  and  ready  to  fall  to  pieces.  .    • 

The  shelf  was  at  least  six  feet  from  the  floor,  and  so 
situated  that  no  spark  from  a  candle  or  lamp  could  have 
communicated  with  it,  and  upon  close  examin.aiion  it 
is  evident  that  the  fire  was  not  communicated  exter- 
n.ally. 

Mr.  Reigart  has  taken  proper  care  to  preserve  the 
remains  of  the  wood  and  the  ashes,  as  nearly  as  possi- 
ble in  the  state  in  which  they  were  found. 

Geologists — particularly  those  who  contend  that  pit- 
coal,  whether  anthracite  or  bituminous,  is  of  ligneous 
origin;  and  who  entertained  speciditive  opinions  upon 
the  causes  ofits  carbonization,  may  find  in  this  singular 
circumstance,  an  elucidation  of  some  of  their  theories, 
or  ground  for  the  support  of  a  new  one. — Lane.  Gaz. 


Frost. — There  was  a  severe  frost  in  this  vicinity  on 
the  mornings  of  the  13th,  Mth,  15th,  and'  16th  May. 
Isicles  were  formed  about  20  inches  in  length,  and  3 
inches  in  diameter,  on  the  night  of  the  14th,  and  the 
mountains  were  whitened  with  snow  on  the  following 
morning.  We  saw  and  heard  considerable  of  the  ef- 
fects of  the  frost  and  cold  wcaiher  below  the  momitain 
from  the  Lehigh  (iap  to  Uethleham,  and  apprehensions 
are  entertained  among  the  farmers,  of  that  vicinity  that 
serious  injuiy  has  been  inflicted  on  the  spring  vegela- 
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lion,  and  to  the  prospects  of  fruit  in  particular. — Mauch 
Chunk  Cour, 


Assorted  Cargo, — An  ark  arrived  at  this  place  a 
few  days  ago,  loaded  with  5,000  liakes;  600  Bench 
Screws;  120  Bedsteads;  1000  Hoe  handles;  100  Cradle 
Snaths;  2,000  Window  Blinds;  and  12  or  15,000  Slats 
for  Venitian  Blinds.  These  articles  came  from  the  ma- 
nufactory of  Mr-  Edward  L  Pains,  of  Orwell,  Bradford 
county,  in  this  state,  and  reflected  much  credit  on  the 
enterprise  of  that  gentleman.  In  addition  to  the  above, 
we  were  told  that  on  the  passage  down  the  river,  about 
2,000  Rakes,  1,000  Blinds,  500  Screws  and  25  Bedsteads 
were  disposed  of  When  the  ark  left  Bradford  county, 
the  cargo  must  have  been  valued  at  between  two  and 
three  thousand  dollars.  It  will  proceed  to  Baltimore. 
— Columbia  Spy,  May  17. 

Coat.  Thabe  at  Pine  Grove. — We  have  received  a 
statement  showing  the  quantity  of  coal  shipped  during  the 
present  season  from  this  region,  which,owing  to  the  pre- 
sure  of  the  times,is  less  considerable  than  was  anticipat- 
ed. The  whole  quantity  which  will  be  exported  this  year, 
it  is  estimated,  will  not  exceed  eight  or  ten  thousand 
tons.  The  shipments  are  mostly  to  Middletown,  Mari- 
etta, Columbia,  &c.  on  the  Susquehanna. 

Shipped  by  Tons. 

Cauffman,  Ulnian  &  Strimpfler,  180 

Wheeler  &  Smith,  89 

Henry  Umpeihocker,  28 

Philip  Gerhes,  22 

William  Graeff,  28 

Steeves  &  Ohver,  1,280 

Total,  l,62r 


HEAT  OF  THE  ATMOSPHERE  BY  THERMO- 
METER IN  PHILADELPHIA  ALMSHOUSE. 
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Wind  Snd  Weather. 


44    NW  and  cloudy 

42     NE  damp  and  cloudy 

41     ENE  damp  and  cloudy 

41  East,  light  rain 
46    NNW  and  cloudy 
44    NNW  and  cloudy 

NE  and  cloudy 

NE,  heavy  rain 

NW  and  clear 

SW  and  clear 

NW  and  clear 

NW  and  clear 

NW  and  clear 

NE  and  cloudy 

NE  with  snow 

North  and  cloudy 

NE, heavy  gale  with  hea-rai. 

Fresh  from  North  &  cloudy 

Fresh  from  NW  and  clear 

Strong  from  NW  and  clear 

NW  and  hazy 

42  Strong  from  NW  and  clear 
40    NE  and  cloudy  with  rain 
44    NW  and  cloudy 

39     NE  with  rain 


NW  and  clear 
NW  and  clear 
NW  and  cloudy 
NW  and  clear 
NE  with  rain 
I'.asl  to  S  and  SW 


N.  B.     The  Thermometer  from  which  the  above  hu 
been  taken,  has  an  out  door  norlbwrii  exposure. 
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Friday 
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34 
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43 
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39 

40 
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56 

52 
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Friday 

37 
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Sunday 

40 
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60 
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Thermometer . 


Maximum  on  the  '2(1, 
Minimum  on  the  27th, 
Difference, 
Mean, 


68° 
32° 
36° 
42° 


Atmosphere. 
1  2  3  5  8  10  12  13  14 

19  20  23  28 
4  16 
6  7  9  11  15  17  IS  21 

22  26  27  29 
25  30 
24 


Morniny-.  Aflern'n. 


13  d.ys 
2  days 

12  days 
2  days 
1  day 


cloudy  fair 

clouJy     cloudy 
rain  rain 

cloudy  rain  &  sn 


Days  ot  the  Montii. 
29 

21  23  24  25  30 
14 

5  6  7  9  11  15  16  17  18  27 
1  2  3  4  8  10  12  13  19  20  26 

22  28 


1  day 
5  days 

1  day 

10  d.iys 

11  days 

2  days 


Wnid. 
East 
SE 
S 
SW 
W 
NW 


On  the  2d  in  the  evening,  thermometer  at  78°  the 
highest.  On  the  5di  in  the  morning,  at  20°  the  lowest. 
Range  53°. 

The  wind  li:is  been  6  days  east  of  the  meridian,  23 
days  west  of  it,  and  1  day  south. 

Mean  tempo'alurc  5°  colder  than  last  November. 


*  For  numerous  and  particular  descriptions  of  the 
Meteoric  Plienomtnon  "  of  the  13th,"  by  individuals  in 
various  parts  of  the  U.  States,  see  Silllm.ai's  Journal, 
Vol.  25. 
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From  the  Philadelphia  Gazette. 

TRIAr,  OF  MURRAY. 

Commonwealth  "^         Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer, 

vs.  s Before  J iidi^es  King,  Randall,  Fergu- 

Felix  Murra)'.    jsoii  and  Knight. 

Indictment  fur  Murder. 

The  prisoner  was  indicted  for  the  murder  of  .Joseph 
Sulclitfe,  and  the  folh>wing  jury  impannelled,  viz; — 


Samuel  Hazlehiirst, 
lilisha  Crowel, 
li.  O.  Hodges, 
Joshua  Lippincott, 
William  Wagner, 
Joseph  O.  Pollard, 
The  facts  of  the  ca 


Wm.  W.  Thackara, 
Benjamin  Shalcross, 
Andriiw  Kenton, 
Samuel   I'iller, 
Geor-e  HoHman, 
Jonathan   I'hom  is. 


are  briefly  as  follows:— 
On  the  evening  of  the  4th  of  Novembirrla'^t,  Sutclffe, 
the  deceased,  was  sitting  witli  his  infant  in  his  arms 
while  his  wife  was  preparing  supper,  the  two  children 
were  lying  in  the  bed  in  a  room  of  an  uiifinislied  house, 
in  Eit;hth  below  Chiistian  street,  which  he  rented  of  Mr. 
Timmins,  at  50  cents  per  week — a  knock  was  heard  at 
the  door,  (at  the  back  part  of  the  roi)m,  whicii  opened 
upon  the  commons,)  and  Felix  Munay  enlering  asked 
"if  the  painter  was  in,"  having  been  affirmatively  an 
swered,  he  sat  down,  with  a  wheelbarrow  strap  in  his 
hand,  SutclifTe  ban  'ed  his  infant  to  his  wife,  another 
entered  with  a  club,  immediately  struck  Sutcliffe  over 
the  head  with  the  club,  and  Murray  beat  him  with  the 
buckle  end  of  the  strap.  Mrs.  S.  with  the  infant  in  her 
arms,  fled  and  fell  through  the  window  into  the  cellar 
and  brought  assistance — when  she  came  back,  the  as- 
sailants had  disappeared — Sutcliffe  was  bloody,  crawl- 
ing on  his  hands  and  knees  and  was  led  to  the  hospital, 
where  he  died  on  Friday  evening,  the  8th  inst.  —  almost 
immediately  after  he  had  got  to  the  hospital,  he  fell  into  1 
■A  comatose  state,  from  which  he  never  recoveied,  and  j 
did  not  afterwards  speak. 

On  his  way  to  the  hospital,  he  said  "  he  was  a  mur- 
dered and  a  (lying  man,"  and  that  "  the  ma1i  (or  men)  | 
who  took  away  the  stuff  had  murdered  him;"  at  Mr.  I 
Timmlus'  house,  he  essayed  to  speak  but  his  mouth  be-  ! 
ing  filled  with  blood,  he  could  hardly  be  understood  | 
and  muttered  something  like  "murder  or  Murray."! 
The  identity  of  Murray  was  fi.\ed  by  Mrs.  SutclfFe,  who 
said  she  had  been  acquainted  with  him  previously  and 
that  he  was  one  of  the  men  who  assaulted  her  husband,  j 
His  body  was  bruised  all  over  and  his  death  was  proved  I 
to  have  resulted  from  the  wounds  thus  inflicted;  Murray 
was  not  charged  with  the  offence  until  the  day  of  Sut- 
cliffe'sdeaih,  Mrs.  S.  being,  as  she  said,  afraid  lest  Mur-  i 
ray  woiilil  go  away,  and  was  in  hopes  that  her  husband  j 
Would  recover.  It  was  shown  that  Murray  and  his  bro-  i 
ther  had  threatened  any  one  who  should  live  in  the 
house,  and  that  about  a  week  previously,  the  prisoner 
on  passing  the  deceased,  had  gritted  his  teeth  and  mut-  | 
tered  something  in  a  mmacing  manner;  and  that  .Mur-  1 
ray  and  a  man  named  Higgins  had  on  the  night  before  ] 
the  Sheriff  sold  the  house,  removed  some  Uuff,  or  lum- 
ber from  the  cellar. 

The  defense  set  up  was  an  olibi;  Murray  was  sliown 
to  have  worked  all  day  Monda\-,  (the  dav  this  act   «as 
Vol.  Xin.  51 


committted)  at  Prankford,  and  also  all  the  rest  of  the 
week;  on  the  lllli  November,  he  sold  his  horses  and 
carts,  was  paid  off,  and  left  the  place  to  go  to  New 
Vork;  he  was  arrested,  on  the  Friday  week  afterwards 
at  Hustleton,  travelling  as  a  pedlar,  together  with  two 
or  three  others,  who,  on  hearing  before  the  Mayor  were 
discharged. 

His  Honor,  Judge  King,  charged  the  jury  that  he 
agreed  with  the  counsel  on  both  sides  that  the  case  had 
assumed  such  an  aspect  as  justly  entitled  it  to  be  con- 
sidered of  the  first  magnitude  in  the  administration  of 
criminal  justice;  that  a  case,  exhibiting  such  a  charac- 
ter and  involving  such  consequences,  demanded  from 
all,  the  calmest,  coolest,  and  most  dispassionate  reflec- 
tion and  considei-ationt  that,  if  there  could  be  found  just 
grounds  for  a  verdict  of  acquittal,  for  restoring  this 
man  to  socii-ty,  and  to  his  friends  it  would  be  a  soiu'ce 
of  sincere  congratulation  to  all,  as  the  consequences  of 
a  conviction  (/f  the  highest  grade  of  crime,  impose  a 
disagreeable  responsibility  upon  the  coiu't. 

The  first  object  of  inquiry,  (continued  the  Judge)  in 
this  ;ind  every  other  ciiminal  investigation  is,  what  are 
the  laws  alleged  to  have  been  infracted?  and  what  are 
the  facts,  from  the  es  ablishmeut  of  which  tl'.e  public 
avers  that  these  l.iws  have  been  infracted^  He  said, 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  court  lo  expound  to  the  jury 
the  law  of  murder,  as  modified  by  our  act  of  assembly, 
though  the  final  powers  devolved  on  the  jury  to  decide 
both  law  and  fact,  and  that  their  determination  of  the 
law  in  favor  of  an  accused,  was  final  and  absolute. 

His  honor  here  instructed  the  jury  fully  as  to  what 
was  murder  as  understood  at  Common  law  and  the  mo- 
difications of  it  by  the  law  of  Pennsylvania  and  read  to 
the  jury  from  the  case  of  the  commonwealth  vs.  Ander- 
son Greene  (Ashmcad's  Reports  296.)  and  commented 
fully  upon  tlie  English  law,  which  involved  in  the  same 
punishment,  all  degrees  of  murder  and  explained  the 
definition  of  the  word  malice,  as  legally  understood  and 
as  requisite  to  constitute  the  crime  of  murder. 

He  remarked  that  though  the  counsel  of  the  prisoner 
seemed  to  take  the  ground  that  the  prisoner  must  be 
either  not  gudty  or  else  guilty  of  ihe  highest  sp-  cies  of 
inurder,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  court  to  instruct  the  ju- 
ry, in  the  modifications  made  by  the  net  of  1794,  which 
subdivided  murder  into  degrees;  that  prior  to  the  pas- 
sage of  that  act,  constructive  murders  were  punishable 
with  death,  and  that  if  a  man  shooting  at  a  tame  fowl» 
accidentally  killed  a  human  being,he  was  held  guilty,  of 
murder  and  punished  with  deatli,  and  that  the  law  so 
continued  imtil  1794,  on  the  grounil  that  the  man  who 
does  an  unlawful  act  is  liable  to  all  its  consequences, 
even  if  that  liability  terminates  his  life;  that  in  our  hu- 
mane and  mild  system,  this  notion  was  soon  out  of  favof 
and  led  to  Ihe  obliteratingof  those  harsh  features  of  the 
common  law;  and  that  by  the  act  of  1794,  the  doctrine 
of  constructive  murder  \srepeakdi  and  in  I'eiuisylvania, 
except  in  the  cas  -s  especially  enimierated  in  the  Act  of 
Assembly,  t/ie  Jury  must  bi-  iiati<'Jied  that  the  pnrly  com- 
milting  the  violence  intendrd  tn  take  life,  othcru-ise  the  ac- 
cused should  not  be  convicted  o/  muhber  or  tiik  tihst 

DEGUEE. 

He  again  instructed  the  Jury  that  they  were  the 
Jiidges  of  the  law  as  well  as  of  the  facts,  and  admonish' 
cd  them  10  be  careful   and   not  to  sufler  Bny  prejudice 
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to  exist  against  the  prisoner,  arising  from  tlie  transaction 
ilself,  or  any  thing  else,  but  carefully  to  guard  their 
feeling^i,  lest  tiiey  should  be  led  away  by  the  terjific 
scene;  that  if  they  had  any  doubt  either  of  the  prison- 
er's identity  or  of  h;s  intention  to  take  life,  it  was  their 
duty  to  let  their  doubt  on  the  first  point  operate  to  a 
tcital  acquittal,  andai'jr  uncertainty  on  the  second  point, 
to  relieve  the  prisoner  from  a  conviction  of  murder  of 
the  first  degree;  and  that  they  should  cuolly  and  delib- 
erat<  ly  take  up  the  case  and  return  such  a  verdict  as 
would  give  justice  to  the  prisoner,  as  well  as  to  the 
commonwealth,  and  such  as  their  consciences  and  judg- 
ments would  ever  sanction. 

The  jury  after  an  absence  of  only  twenty  minutes, 
found  him  guilty  of  murder  in  the  first  degree. 

A  motion  was  made  for  a  new  trial,  which  was  argu- 
ed on  the  ICth  June,  and  overruled  by  the  Court  in  the 
following  opinion: 

MOriOxV  FOR  A  NEW  TRIAL- 
KING— Pre-ident. 
The  magnitude  of  the  consequences  of  this  cause,  to 
the  unhappy  man  before  us  for  judgment,  rather  than 
any  in  rinsic  difficulty  invi-.lved  in  it,  has  induc^  d  us  to 
give  his  application  for  a  new  trial  the  most  careful, 
anxious  and  scrupulous  altenlion.  Every  thing  urged 
in  faviir  of  the  motion,  by  his  able,  ingenious  and  elo- 
quent advrcates,  who  on  the  occasion,  performed  their 
duty  with  singular  ability,  has  been  deliberately  regard- 
ed by  judges  who,  feeling  that  they  had  the  life  of  a 
human  being  in  their  hands,  appreciated  the  responsi- 
bility (if  their  position,  and  h:.ve  come  to  their  conclu- 
sions uninflutnced  by  prejudice,  passion,  or  the  pride 
of  opinion.  On  the  contrary,  they  can  tndy  avouch, 
that  during  the  progress  of  their  deliberat  ons,  the 
yearnings  of  human  sympathy  for  their  fellow-man, 
more  than  once  arrested  die  unalt.  rable  fiat  of  justice, 
and  induced  a  reconsideratl<m  of  the  principles,  on 
which  he  asks  of  us,  to  vacate  the  sol 


Sir  David  Ev, 


verdict  of  _         .^^.„..„ ^  „,  ,,^., - 

jury  of  his  peers,  selected  by  himself,  rendered  under  a  of  Fot/iier  on  obligntions  (295)  calls  in  question 
full  view  of  the  law  and  the  facts  of  his  case.  The  thority  ol  the  K\n]r  vs.  John  1  East  P.  C.  357  w 
UNANIMOUS  opinion  of  ihe  Cduit,  formed  under  these  in-  "  ... 

fluences,  ii  is  now  my  duty  to  pronoimce. 

Nine  reasons  foi'  a  new  trial  have  been  presented, 
which  however  on  the  argument  were  reduced  to  these, 
viz: — 

First — Error  of  the  court  in  admitting  in  evidence 
certain  alleged  dying  declarations  of  Joseph  Sutcl  fTe, 
the  deceased,  opi  rating  against  the  prisoner. 

Stco77rf— Inadequacy  of  the  evidence  of  the  defend- 
ant being  one  of  the  alleged  perpetrators  of  the  crime, 
charged  to  have  been  committee!. 

7 /i(V(/— Insufficiency  of  the  evidence  to  establish 
murder  of  the  first  decree,  admitiing  all  the  facts  alleg- 
ed by  the  commonwealth  to  be  unquestionable. 

/l/i^r/A— Aiter-di.scovered  evidence.  That  declara- 
tions of  a  person  who  has  received  a  morial  injury, 
made  under  apprehension  of  death,  are  admissible  in 
evidence,  a?  well  to  establish  the  fact  itself,  as  the  party 
by  whom  it  was  committed,  is  unquestioned  and  unques- 
tionable. Tile  principle  generally  assifined  for  the  ad- 
mission of  such  testimony,  which  strictly  speaking,  is 
but  hearsay,  is,  tlat  declarations  made  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, when  evtry  hope  in  this  world  is  gone; 
when  every  motive  to  falsehood  is  slenced,  and  the 
mind  is  induced  by  the  most  powerful  considerations 
to  speak  the  truth,  create  in  the  individual  making 
them,  m  a  situation  so  solemn  and  awful,  an  obliga- 
tion equal  to  that  imposed  by  a  solemn  oath,  in  a 
court  of  justice.  If  to  reasons  so  cogent,  others-  as- 
suming more  a  character  of  public  expediency  were 
requested,  they  could  be  readily  suggested  and  have 
been. 

"Necessity  absolute  or  moral"  says  the  late  venera- 
ble and  excellent  Chief  Jus/ice  Ti/irhman,  "is  a  suffi- 
cient ground  for  dispensing  with  the  ordinary  rules  of 
evidence"  4  Glnney  326.  A  necessittj  more  urgent 
than  that  which  requires  the  dcclaratiolis  of  the  dying 


victim  of  secret  assastination  to  be  received,  in  order 
to  the  detection  and  punishment  of  his  murderer  can 
scarcely  be  supposed.  The  fact  that  such  testimony 
may  be  receiveti  and  operate  even  to  condemiation. 
has  a  saving  and  protecting -influence  on  si  ciety;  and 
hence  the  importance  tlat  the  Commonwealth  should 
not  be  deprived  of  it  in  any  case,  by  ariificial  distinction 
and  scholastic  refinrments  generally  more  conducive  to 
the  defeat  of  jvistice  than  the  conservation  of  inno- 
cence. Sir  F.ilward  Hyde  East,  in  his  admirable  trea- 
tise on  the  Pitas  of  the  Crown  (vol.  i.  Page  153)  says 
that  "  evidence  of  this  sort  is  admissible  un  the  fullest 
necessiti/:  for  it  happens  that  there  is  no  third  person  to 
be  an  e\e  witness  of  the  fact  and  the  usual  witness  on 
occasion  of  other  felonies,  namely  the  party  injured  him- 
self, is  gotten  rid  of." 

'I  he  difficulty  in  the  case  before  the  court,  does  rot 
however  so  much  arise  from  the  abstract  question  of 
(he  admissibility  of  such  testimony,  as  from  a  modifica- 
tion of  it,  introduced  by  one  or  two  modern  decisions 
and  incorporated  into  all  the  recent  text  books.  The 
modification  allud<  d  to,  is  that  it  is  not  for  the  jury  to 
decide  whether  the  deceased  thought  himself  dying  or 
not,  when  he  made  the  declarations  inculpating  the  de- 
fendant;  but  that  this  must  be  fiist  decided  by  the  judge 
before  lie  receives  the  evidence  (2  Russell  6&7,  2  Starkie 
4-59 — 60. )  If  this  docuine  means  no  moi'e,  than  that  a 
prima  fucie  case  of  the  moral  consciousness  required,  as 
one  preliminary  to  the  admission  of  such  testimony, 
should  be  exhibited  to  the  Judge  before  introducing  it 
to  the  jury,  it  may,  perhaps,  be  conceded.  Proof  of 
h  lulwrlting  affords  an  analogy  to  such  a  doctrine.  But 
if  ihe  cases  really  go  to  the  extent  which  has  been  ur- 
ged in  the  argument,  viz:  that  courts  are  the  exclusive 
judge  of  ihe  state  of  the  decedent's  mind  when  he  made 
the  declarations  proffered  in  evidence,  1  ^ust  be  per- 
mitted to  add    my   doubts  to  the  more  weighty  ones  of 

"■■-  '1  -  ■-'  '^ whoin  the  aipeiidix  to  his  translations 

■  I  the  au- 
here  the 
octrine  was  first  broached  to  the  extent  referred  to; 
all  legal  analogies  would  seem  to  indicate,  that  when  in 
a  cuse  of  declaration,  made  by  one  most  mortally 
wounded,  as  to  the  fact  and  perpetrator  of  the  injury, 
prima  facie  evidence  is  submitted  to  the  Judge  that 
they  were  made  under  a  consciousness  of  in  pending 
death,  he  should  receive  the  evidence,  and  leave  ihe 
jury  to  determine,  whether  the  deceased,  was  leally  in 
such  circumstances,  or  used  such  expressions,  from 
which  the  apprehension  in  question  was  inferred;  whe- 
ther i^uch  inference  is  correct;  whether  the  declai-atlons 
against  the  accused  were  actually  made  by  the  deceas- 
ed; and  finally  whether  they  are  accurate  and  sincere. 
There  are  but  two  English  adjudications  on  this  sub- 
ject before  the  Revolntlon  and  of  binding  airhority 
here;  the  first,  decided  by  Lord  Chief  Justice  King,  at 
tl  e  old  Bailey,  in  1720,  and  thus  briefly  reported  in  the 
12th  Viner,  p  118.  Title  evidence  (A.  b.  38)  Pi.  13. 
"In  the  case  of  murder,  what  the  deceased  declared 
after  the  wound  given,  may  be  given  in  evidence.  The 
King  v.  Ely.  1  he  other  is  the  case  of  the  King  vs. 
Reason  &,  Tranter,  reported  in  6th  State  Trials  p.  201 
—  and  in  1st  Strange  p.  500  decided  in  1721.  In  this 
case  thei-e  was  indeed  the  clearest  evidence  that  Mr. 
Lotterell,  the  deceast  d,  when  he  declared  the  defend- 
ants to  be  his  murderers  was  under  the  assured  convic- 
tion of  death,  but  the  point  as  to  the  peculiar  and  ex- 
clusive duty  of  the  court  to  decide  whether  lie  made 
these  declarations  under  the  consciousness  of  inevita- 
ble death,  was  not  agitated  or  considered.  It  was,  in 
the  case  of  the  King  vs.  Woodcock,  2  Leech  563,  de- 
cided in  1789,  and  of  course  not  authority  here,  that 
Lord  Chief  Baron  Eyre,  laid  down  the  principle  on 
which  such  testimony  is  received,  in  the  beautiful  lan- 
guage since  universally  adopted  by  the  text-writers. 
But  it  is  a  curious  fact  that  in  this  very  case  from  which 
the  principle  is  supposed  to  be  derived,  that  the  court 


1834.] 


TRIAL  OF  MURRAY, 


403 


must  In  the  first  instance  decide  upon  the  existence  of 
the  consciousness  of  death  on  llie  mind  of  the  defendant 
before  permitting  his  declarations  to  go  to  the  Jury, 
Chief  Baron  Kyre  actually  left  it  for  llie  jury  to  consider 
•' wliether  the  deceased,  was  not  in  fact  under  tlie  ap- 
prehension of  death"  when  siie  made  the  declarations 
charging  the  accused;  and  if  they  were  so  satisfied  tiiat 
the  declarations  were  admissible.  'J  he  defendant  was 
found  guilty  and  ex.  cuied.  In  tlie  King  vs.  .lohn  (de- 
cided in  1790)  it  was  ruled  to  be  error  to  leave  the 
question  to  the  Jury  to  say  wliether  tlie  deceased 
thought  he  was  dying  or  nnt,  •' for,"  says  the  court, 
"  that  must  be  decidi.-d  by  the  Judge  before  he  receives 
the  evidence."  This  rule  seems  since  to  prevail  in 
England;  but  with  this  impor'anl  qualificatiun  that  the 
consciousness  of  de;ith  may  be  i/i/trreo' by  the  judge 
from  the  tiutitre  of  the  wuuniJ  or  stute  if  i/lness  or  othtr 
circumstances  of  the  case,  although  the  deceased  should 
not  have  expressed  any  apprehension  of  danger.  To  this 
point  the  authorities  are  numerous  and  express,  2  Rus- 
sell on  Crimes  687—2  Starkie  on  Evidence  460 — 1 
Phillips  on  Kvidence  201 — I  East  Fleas  Crown  357 — 1 
Chitty  on  Criminal  Law  464 

Admitting  for  the  purpose  of  this  case,  and  for  this 
object  we  distinctly  do  sn,  that  the  law  is,  as  laid  down 
in  the  treatises  on  criminal  evidence,  we  come  to  the 
inquiry  how  far  the  facts  authorized  the  court  to  decide 
in  favor  of  the  admissibility  of  the  dying  di  claration  of 
Joseph  Sutchffe. 

On  the  fatal  night  of  the  8th  of  November,  between 
7  and  8  o'.  lock,  butclif^'e  was  seated  at  his  fireside  to 
which  he  had  but  a  short  time  before  returned  Irom  the 
labours  of  the  day;  supporting  an  infint  child  m  his 
arras  in  relief  of  his  wife,  who  was  preparing  his  hum- 
ble meal;  while  so  engaged,  some  one  knocked  at  the 
door,  and  Felix  Murray,  the  defendant,  entered,  seated 
himsrlf  and  asked  if  the  painter  was  in — (the  deceased 
was  by  trade  a  painter.)  SutciifFe's  wife  answered  in 
the  affirmative.  He  sat  two  or  three  minutes  when  the 
latch  of  tlie  door  was  again  lifted — Mrs.  Sutclifle  asked 
him  if  he  had  left  his  company  out  of  doois — he  made 
no  reply — almost  instantly  another  ])erson,  to  this  mo- 
ment unfortunately  unknown,  ru-lied  into  the  loom 
armed  with  a  club  wliich  she  describes  as  looking  "  like 
a  hickorj'  stick,  something  like  an  axe  handle,  only  thin- 
ner;" who  instantly  seized  Sutcliffe  by  the  throat,  ex- 
claiming "you  are  the  damned  son  of  a  bitch,"  and 
commencing  beating  Sutcliffe  over  the  head, — Murray 
instantly  j.ined  in  the  savage  assault,  striking  the  de- 
ceased with  a  leather  strap  such  as  is  used  by  wheel- 
barrow-men, having  at  eacii  end  of  it  a  buckle.  The 
distressed  woman  begged  them  for  God  sake  not  to  kill 
her  husband,  to  which  they  made  no  answer,  but  con- 
tinued beating  him.  She  flt-d  for  assistance  with  the 
child  in  her  arms,  which  her  husband  had  handed  to  her 
when  the  defendant  entered,  and  in  passing  out  ft  II 
through  an  open  cellar-way,  from  which  she  and  her 
child  were  assisted  by  a  female  residing  next  door.  She 
ran  again  back  to  her  hou-e,  found  the  assailants  gone 
and  her  husband  "  c  eeping"  towards  her  on  his  hands 
and  f  et,  covered  willi  blood.  She  raised  him  up  and 
his  first  inquiry  was  for  a  doctor,  which  he  repeated 
when  Tudor  and  Robinson  two  neighbors  came  lo  the 
relief  of  this  much  abused  family.  It  was  proposed  to 
lake  liim  to  the  hospital,  to  which  he  assented,  and  he 
was  accordingly  conducted  there,  with  but  little  or  any 
assistance.  Koblnson  s.ys.  that  when  alarmed  by  the 
cries  of  murder,  he  entered  SutciifFe's  house,  SutclifTe 
said  to  him  "  lam  a  murdered  man,  where  shall  J  gu" — 
that  he  then  proposed  taking  him  to  the  hospital,  with 
which  he  was  satlsfii  d:  that  when  he  got  near  Christan 
street  some  one  asked  him  what  was  the  matter,  when 
he  again  said  "  he  was  a  murdered  man,"  that  he  was 
then  bleeding  much,  and  getting  very  wtak.  Kllzabeth 
Jones,  a  witness  for  the  commonwealth,  testified  that 
she  saw  Sutcliffe  at  the  corner  of  8th  and  Christian 
street,  coming  along,   led  by  Robinson  and  Tudor,  his 


head  covered  with  blond;  on  inqtiiring  of  him  what 
was  the  matter  he  replied  he  was  •'  a  murdered  and  a 
DTiNG  MAN."  In  prdceed  ug  towards  the  hospital,  he 
stopped  at  the  house  of  Thomas  Timmins  his  landlord, 
lequesllng  hliri  to  go  with  him  to  the  hospital.  While 
in  Timmins's  house,  Miller,  another  of  the  witness's, 
heard  him  (to  use  his  words)  "  mumble  something  like 
Murray  or  murder"  but  in  consequence  of  the  flow  of 
blood  from  his  mouth,  his  utterance  was  indistinct,  and 
the  witness  could  not  distinctly  understand  u-fiich  he 
said.  Timmins  who  accompanied  the  unfortunate  man 
also  to  the  hospital  f'  js  not  remember  any  of  these  ex- 
pressions, being  as  he  says  "hard  of  hearing,"  but  re- 
members his  requesting  Miller  to  tell  his  wife  "  not  to 
be  uneasy,  that  he  would  stop  at  the  hospital  that  night," 
liealso  asked  Timmins  "If  he  could  get  out  that  night," 
on  wliicli  the  la'ter  told  him  he  had  better  remain  there 
that  the  frost  might  hurt  him.  From  the  testimony  of 
Dr.  Wistar,  we  learn,  that  it  was  twenty  minutes  after 
8  o'clock,  when  Su'cllfTe  arrived  at  the  hospital:  that 
the  powers  of  life  were  very  low;  the  surface  of  his  bo- 
dy cold,  and  his  whole  appearance  indicating  him  to 
be  in  imminent  danger.  So  prostrate  was  his  system, that 
Dr.  Wistar  says  he  slu>uld  not  have  regarded  any  thing 
he  said,  considering  him  incapable  of  mental  action. 
He  spoke  but  a  few  words  after  his  arrival  at  the  hospi- 
tal, almost  immediately  sunk  into  a  comatose  and  lethar- 
gic state  from  which  he  never  was  roused  and  never  spoke 
again,  lleili-dat  five  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the 
8vh  of  November,  and  on  examining  the  body,  the  scalp 
was  found  by  Ur.  Wistar  to  be  considerably  bruised  on 
the  left  side;  the  scull  fractured  branching  off  in  two 
directions,  one  toward  'he  left  ear,  the  other  toward.s 
the  forehead;  a  large  clot  ofbloudfour  inches  in  diame- 
ter pressing  on  the  brain,  and  about  I  wo  teaspoonfufs 
of  water  at  the  base  of  that  organ.  The  left  arm  near 
the  elbow,  severely  bruised.  Hannah  Hradfoid  who 
washed  the  body,  s  lys,  that  the  left  hip  was  bruised  up 
to  the  ribs,  and  that  h's  legs  were  moitlfied  on  the  in- 
side  near  the  ankles.  Elizabeth  Sutcliffe,  in  her  de- 
scription of  the  violence  committed  on  her  husband, 
says,  that  he  was  first  struck  on  the  left  side  of  the  head 
with  the  club,  that  Murray  struck  him  at  the  same  time 
across  the  head  witli  the  buckle  end  of  the  .strap;  tint  he 
had  received  two  blows  from  the  (hib  before  she  fled 
from  the  room  and  he  had  not  then  fallen.  In  this  stale 
of  the  evidence  the  Attorney  General  proposed  inquir- 
ing what  declarations  Sutcliffe  made  as  to  the  perpetra- 
tors of  this  ontiage  during  his  progiess  to  the  Hospital, 
whicli  was  resisted  by  the  prisoner's  counsel,  but  per- 
mitted by  the  court.  For  this  putpose  Miller  was  re- 
called, who  merely  re-stated  his  foimer  tes'imony,  viz: 
that  at  Timmins's  he  heard  Sutcliffe  make  use  of  the 
words  "  Murray  or  murder,"  but  which  he  could  not 
dlsiingulsh.  Thomas  Robln-on  statesthat  Sutcliffe  said 
that  '■  the  man  who  took  the  lumber  ciwaij  was  the  man 
who  beat  him." 

Previous  witnesses  had  proved  that  Muruat  and  one 
HiGGiNs  had  sometime  before  removed  from  the  house 
occupied  on  the  4th  of  November,  by  Sutcliffe,  some 
lumber,  under  circumstances  which  in  another  psrt  of 
this  judgment,  it  will  be  necessary  to  refer  to.  Such 
was  the  entire  sum  of  the  declarations  of  Sutclifle  re- 
ceived in  evidence  in  the  cause.  So  far  as  respect* 
those  derived  from  Mil  erthey  amount,  from  their  vague 
character  to  ni  thing;  and  those  proved  ty  Hobinson 
are  not  of  much  more  precision  and  efficacy.  So  deci- 
dedly was  this  impression  produced  on  the  .\itorney 
(Jeneral,  ihat  in  his  address  to  ti  e  jury  he  distinctly 
disclaimed  their  adequacy  lo  esiabllsh  the  identity  of 
MiU'rav;  and  urged  the  jury,  if  they  had  not  other  tes- 
timony maintaining  this  imijortani  particular,  independ- 
ent of  tliese  declaration.s,  to  acquit  the  pri-soner.  I  hese 
views  were  adopted  by  the  court  in  their  charge  lo  the 
jury;  and  the  prisoner'*  counsel  in  his  argument  on  the 
facts  treated  them  as  insignificant; — regarding  the  com- 
monwealth as  haTing  in  this  respect  failed.     Since  th« 
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verdict  however,  they  have  assumed  a  new  importance, 
and  their  reception  pressed  on  us  as  irregular  and 
operating  fatally  to  the  prisoner.  But  conceding  their 
newly  discovered  importance,  it  is  our  clear  opinion  that 
according  to  the  strictest  princi|jles  they  were  rightly 
received.  Thtse  principles  would  seem  to  require  that 
before  the  dying  declarations  ut  a  party  mortally  injured 
are  admissible  in  evidence,  the  Judge  who  tries  the 
cause  must  be  satisfied  that  such  declarations  were  made 
under  an  apprehension  of  impending  death — but  that 
this  may  be  collected  from  the  nature  and  circumstances 
of  the  case,  although  the  decedent  did  not  express 
such  an  apprehension.  (2  Starlcie  on  Evidence,  459.) 
What  is  the  state  of  things  in  the  case  before  us?  Be- 
tween seven  and  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  de- 
ceased is  assailed  at  his  own  fireside  by  two  ruffians 
without  any  apparent,  or  certainly  any  reasonable  cause, 
beaten  with  a  heavy  club  and  the  buckle-end  of  a  lea- 
ther strap,  until  his  skull  is  fractured;  his  body  covered 
with  his  hlopd  which  flows  in  such  si  reams  from  his 
mouth  as  almost  to  deprive  him  of  utterance;  and  his 
limbs  otherwise  cruelly  and  severely  lacerated.  In  less 
than  an  hour  his  speech  and  senses  leave  him,  and  after 
remaining  fifty  five  hours  in  this  state  of  livini?  death, 
the  victim  expires.  If  in  any  case  a  court  could  infer 
(he  existence  of  a  consciousness  of  the  receipt  of  mor- 
tal injury  from  the  character  of  the  circumstances  under 
which  it  was  inflicted,  surely  it  is  in  one  like  this,  where 
from  the  time  and  place  of  the  assault;  the  total  absence 
of  all  provocations  leading  to  it;  and  the  barbarous  se- 
verity with  which  it  was  persisted  in;  the  party  injur- 
ed could  hardly  suppose  that  any  other  intention  exist- 
ed than  to  take  his  life;  and  where  from  the  extent  of 
the  bodily  injury  his  sufferings  could  have  indicated 
none  other  than  a  fatal  issue.  Rut  the  case  does  not 
stop  here.  We  are  not  left  to  simple  inference  as  to  ihe 
existence  of  the  consciousness  required  by  law.  We 
have  his  opinions  expressed  by  himself  almost  simulta- 
neously with  the  injury,  or  rather  immediately  after  it, 
and  when  its  effect"  were  being  first  felt.  To  the  first 
neighbor  he  sees,  (Robinson)  he  declares  .»iimself  to  be 
a  murdered  man; — in  answei'  to  the  inquiry  ot  Mrs. 
Jones,  when  l.e  is  met  by  her,  proceeding  with  his 
neighbors  to  the  hospital,  he  employs  the  emphatic  lan- 
guage, '■'■  I  am  a  murdered  and  a  dying  mun," — and 
Miller  says  when  at  Timmins's  he  used  Ihe  expressions 
"  Murray  or  murder"  as  far  as  his  tongue  thickened 
with  his  gushing  blood,  could  i;ive  utterance  to  his 
words.  Here  then  is  the  second  species  of  evidence 
required  by  the  Book,  and  considered  of  the  highest 
grade,  in  considering  the  consciousness  of  death  neces- 
sary to  the  admissibility  of  dying  declarations,  viz:  de- 
eisive  expressions  of  the.  existence  ofsueh  an  apprehension 
after  mortal  injury  received. 

But  the  argument  for  the  prisoner  supposes  that  both 
the  kgnlinference  derived  from  the  condition  of  the  de- 
ceased as  well  as  the  positive  declarations  of  his  convic- 
tions as  to  the  fatal  character  of  the  wounds,  are  de- 
prived of  their  force  by  the  remark  made  by  Sutclifl^e 
on  going  into  the  hospital,  and  by  the  fact  of  his  having 
sufficient  bodily  strength  left  to  walk  there.  On  this 
occasion,  Tirnmins  s.ays  that  Sutdifle  reques'ed  him  to 
tell  his  wife  "not  to  be  uneasy,  that  he  would  be  out  in 
the  morning."  If  the  Judge  who  tries  the  cause  is  to 
finally  decide  on  the  state  of  the  mind  of  the  deceased, 
this  question  to  be  determined  by  him  is  purely  one  as 
to  the  weight  of  evidence,  and  hence  arises  the  strong 
objection  against  a  rule  wliich  transfers  the  functions  of 
the  juror  to  the  Judge,  and  thus  defaces  the  symmetry 
of  tlie  system  in  which  they  respectively  move.  But 
admitting  this  to  be  free  from  objection,  (which  for  the 
purposes  of  this  case  we  distinctly  do,)  yet  the  weight 
of  the  evidence  is  in  our  opinion  clearly  with  the  Com- 
monwealth. Trom  I  immins's  house  to  the  hospital,  is 
about  four  hundred  yards,  and  if  at  the  time  of  his  ar- 
rival there,  his  system,  as  Dr.  Wistar  proves,  was  so 
pvo^trate  95  to  entitle  nothing  he  .said  to  consideration; 


]  what  he  said  a  few  minutes  before,  in  passing  from 
[  Timmins's  house  to  the  hospital,  surely  is  of  very  little 
more  weight.  The  declarations,  however,  introduced 
and  relied  on  by  the  Commonwealth,  were  made  almost 
immediately  after  the  injury  inflicted;  and  before  its 
fatal  efl'ects,  rapid  as  they  were,  had  time  to  develop 
j  themselves.  But  admitting  that  the  mind  of  sutcliffe 
I  retained  its  balance  up  to  the  time  he  made  the  commu- 
i  nication  to  Timmins,  still  his  language  is  not  of  that 
character  which  ought  to  shake  the  effect  of  his  previ- 
ous declarations.  What  is  more  natural,  than  that  a 
I  husband  and  a  father,  who  had  been  so  assailed  and 
abused  in  ihe  presence  of  his  wife  and  children,  should 
I  seek  even  by  a  pious  fraud,  to  soothe  the  angviish  of 
j  his  distrncted  wife,  left  as  he  must  have  been  conscious 
I  she  was,  in  the  depths  of  misery  and  despair.'  The 
I  stern  moralist  n  ay  truly  s  ly,  that  in  his  condition,  he 
I  should  not  have  practised  equivocation,  or  indirection; 
j  but  the  offence  is  one,  that  "tiiii  accusing  spiiit  which 
flew  to  Heaven's  chancery,  would  blush  as  he  gave  it 
j  in — and  ihe  recording  angel  as  he  wrote  it  down  drop  a 
j  tear  upon  the  page  and  blot  it  out  forever."  On  the 
I  trial  we  were  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  weight  of  the 
]  testimony  cleailj  preponderated  in  favor  of  the  posi- 
tion, that  the  declarations  of  Sutliffe  were  made  under 
a  conviction  that  he  had  received  his  death  wound;  and 
I  all  (lur  subsequent  reflections  have  confirmed  this  ori- 
ginal impression.  Dut  if  we  could  have  a  doubt  (ui  the 
subject,  wliich  we  have  not,  the  slight  character  of  the 
declarations  proved,  and  the  manner  in  which  they 
were  estimated  by  the  Attorney  General,  the  prison- 
er's Counsel,  and  the  Court,  would  be  an  answer  to  an 
application  for  a  new  trial,  which  is  but  an  ap|)lication 
j  to  the  sound  discrelion  of  the  Court;  a  discretion  al- 
j  ways  to  be  regulated  by  a  view  of  all  the  circumstances 
I  of  the  case,  and  particularly  those  connected  with  the 
j  irregularity  complained  of.  AVe  do  not,  however,  rest 
our  judgment,  either  on  this  principle,  or  on  the  dcubt- 
!  fill  character  of  the  principle  on  which  the  argument 
for  the  prisoner  rests;  but  meeting  the  question  in  its 
I  broadest  latitude,  ;>nd  giving  to  him  the  law  as  he  in- 
i  vokes  it,  our  conclusions  are  clearly  against  this  reason 
I  for  a  new  trial. 

The  second  reason,  viz:  the  want  of  adequate  proof 
I  of  the  identity  of  the  prisoner  as  the  perpetrator  of  the 
,  offence,  is  not  supported.  The  testimony  of  Eiizabelh 
I  Sulcliffe,to  this  point,  is  positive,  precise,  and  unquali- 
I  fied.  She  knew  Murray  well,  had  hved  for  some  time 
in  his  neighborhood,  and  was  familiar  with  his  voice, 
!  person  and  manner.  During  one  of  the  ablest  cross 
examinations  I  ever  witnessed,  she  adhered  to  the  pot 
[  sition  that  Murray  was  the  murderer  of  her  husband, 
.  and  her  answers  were  so  frank,  clear  and  unhesitating, 
j  that  not  for  a  moment  was  the  mind  of  the  court  or  ju- 
ry shaken  as  to  her  correctness  or  integrity.  The  de- 
fendant, indeed,  attempted  to  prove  an  alibi,  but,  in 
our  minds,  and  of  course  in  that  of  the  jury,  utterly 
failed.  The  jury  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  magni- 
tude of  the  issue  before  them,  without  hesitation,  de- 
cided against  this  defense,  and  on  no  principle  would 
the  court  be  justified  in  interfering  with  their  ver- 
dct. 

With  respect  to  the  third  reason  for  a  new  trial;  it  is 
certainly  true,  that,  in  Pennsylvania,  in  order  to  con- 
stitute murder  of  the  first  degree,  it  is  not  only  neces. 
sary  that  the  act  of  killing  should  be  wilful,  premedi- 
tated, malicious,  legally  unjusiifiable  and  inexcusable, 
but  the  act  of  violence  must  be  specifically  directed 
against  life.  In  England,  homicide,  which  results 
i  from  such  an  act,  is  murder,  without  reference  to  the 
amount  of  injury  intended  to  be  inflicted f  the  aggressor, 
in  a  case  so  circumstanced,  being  held  responsible  for 
all  the  consequences  of  his  unlawful  violence. 
I  This  comprehends  the  great  distinguishing  feature 
between  the  law  of  homicide,  in  the  two  codes,  and 
I  perhaps  the  sole  one.  The  existence  of  the  intention 
to  kill  is  always,  of  coiirse  a  question  of  fact  for  the  jur 
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ry;  often,  however,  free  from  difficulty,  but  sometimes  do  with  it,  and  he  would  curse  any  man  who  had  any 
delicate  and  embarrassing.  When  the  homicide  \&cam-\  thing  to  do  with  it."  At  this  time  Mrs.Sutcliffe  waspas- 
mitted  with  a  weapon  deadly  in  its  character,  such  as  a  sing  by;  Murray  turned  to  her  and  said,  "  there'n  the 
loaded  pistol,  a  swuid,  a  sharp  axe,  or  other  s  miL.r  in-  damned  infurmtr,  now."  She  was  about  replying,  when 
strument  of  deadly  violence,  tlie  fatal  intention  of  the  the  deceased,  her  husband,  caugiu  her  arm  and  pushed 
perpetrator  presses  on  the  mind  with  irresistible  force,    her  into   the  house.      This    took   place    on  the  28th  of 


it  is  when  an  instrument  of  a  more  equivocal  kind  is 
used,  that  the  difficulty,  supposed  to  exist  in  this  case 
arises;  and  the  duty  ot  the  jiu'y  becomes  increased  \n 
importance  and  complication.  But,  nevertheless,  where 
the  defendant  pleads  nut  g-uilty,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  ju- 
ry. The  second  section  of  the  act  of  1794,  diiecisthat 
"the  jury  before  whom  any  person  indicted  fur  murder, 
is  tried,  shall,  if  they  find  the  person  guilty  thereof,  as- 
certain in  their  verdict,  whether  it  be  murder  of  the  Jird 
or  second  degree."  The  Court,  in  their  charge  in  this 
case,  carefully  and  fully  explamed  the  distinction  of 
the  degrees  of  murder;  expounded  to  the  jury  their 
duties  m  discriminating  between  these  degrees;  refer- 
red to  the  act  of  assembly  creating  them;  and  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  different  judicial  decisions  under  it,  giving 
to  the  accused  every  advantage  imparted  by  either. 
Their  charge,  in  this  particular,  was  all  that  the  prison 
er's  counsel  could  have,  or  did  anticipate.  The  jury, 
comprising  some  of  our  most  valuable  and  intelligent 
citizens,  aided  by  all  the  lights  the  experience  of  the 
Court  could  furnish  as  to  the  law  of  the  case,  fur,  as  to 
the  facts,  ti  ey  were  left  wholly  uninfluenced;  caution- 
ed repeatedly  and  earnestly  against  yielding  to  the  ex- 
citement which  the  murder  of  an  unoffending  man  at 
his  own  hearth  stone  was  calculated  to  produce;  with 
the  principles  of  the  liw  expounded  most  favorably  to 
the  accused,  have  come  to  a  conclusion  adverse  to  him. 
Admitting  the  Court  to  possess  the  authority  to  revise 
thfcir  decision,  still  the  exercise  o(  such  a  power  should 
be  influenced  by  the  clearest  reasons,  and  the  most  co- 
gent circumstances.  But,  in  this  case  such  circum- 
stances and  reasons  are  not  to  be  found. 

The  identity  of  Murray  as  one  of  the  individuals 
who  entered  the  house  of  Joseph  Sutcliflfe,  on  the  4th 
of  November  last,  and  committed  the  aggression  upon 
him,  which  forms  the  subject  of  this  prosecution,  being 
ascertained  by  the  veidict,what  are  the  leading  features 
of  the  case,  from  which  the  jury  have  inferied  a  mortal 
design  to  have  existed  in  the  perprelrators  at  the  time 
of  the  assault? 

They  seem  to  be  such  as  to  justify  the  conclusion, 
that  the  act  was  the  result  of  a  spirit  of  premeditated 
and  deadly  revenge,  which  could  be  satiated  with  no- 
thing but  the  life  blood  of  the  victim. 

Murray  sometime  before,  had  commenced  and  par- 
tially completed  the  house  in  Moyamens  ng  Township, 
which  was  the  scene  of  this  outrage.  Not  having  ade 
quate  means  to  satisfy  the  mechanics  and  material 
men,  it  was  levied  upon  at  their  suit,  and  sold  by  the 
Sheriff  at  public  sale,  when  Thomas  Tinimins  became 
the  purchaser.  Mun-ay  appears  to  have  been  deeply 
mortified,  at  being  thus  deprived  of  his  property.  ')he 
first  connection  between  him  and  the  deceased,  with 
reference  to  this  house,  arose  from  a  fact,  which  occur- 
red the  night  before  the  Sheriff's  sale.  On  that  even 
ing,  it  seems  that  Murray,  assisted  by  one  lliggins,  en- 
tered the  building  and  removed  some  lumber  from  it. 
Sutcliffeand  his  wife  lived  near,  and  saw  the  act.which 
they  communicated  to  rimmins,  the  purchaser.  From 
that  time  the  bad  passions  of  Murray  against  Sutcl.ffe 
were  roused,  and  certainly  nut  dimini>hed,  when  on 
the  28th  day  of  October,Sutcl,fre  moved  into  the  house 
fis  a  tenant  under  Timmins  the  purchaser. 

How  .Murray  regarded  this  sale,  and  any  interference 
with  his  house  under  it,  is  shown  by  the  testimony  of 
Samuel  Tudor.  He  says  that  this  sale  took  place  on 
Wedne-sday,  and  that  on  the  Monday  after,  Murray 
came  to  his  shoj),  about  sunrise,  and  asked  him  if  he 
was  going  to  work  at  the  building.  Tudor  replied  in 
the  affirmative.  Murray  observed, 
|iad  got  it  illegally,  that  he  had  bett 


October,  one  week  before  the  murder.  Elizabeth  Sut- 
cliffe,  in  her  testimony, says,  that  on  the  same  day  Mur- 
ray came  by  the  house  and  began  to  quarrel  with  her 
husband,  who  only  told  him,  "  if  he  did  not  leave  him 
he  would  put  a  warrant  on  his  back."  On  Sunday,  the 
day  before  the  bloody  deed,  Murray,  accompanied,  she 
says,  by  five  or  six  men,  ag:iin  came  to  the  house  and 
took  some  pieces  of  board  from  the  fence,  and  said  to 
her  husband,  the  deceased,  "  damn  your  soul,  go  tell 
I'immins  I've  taken  some  boards  off  the  fence." 

Smarting  under  these  fimcied  wrongs,  and  filled  with 
bitterness  against  the  unoffending  and  unresisting  de- 
ceased; at  eight  o'clock  the  follo>ving  evening,  Murray, 
accompanied  by  some  desperate  rufftan,  entered  Sut- 
cliffe's  humble  mansion,  ami  at  his  fireside,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  his  wife  and  three  young  children,  butchered 
him  in  the  barbarous  manner  ah-eudy  detailed. 

That  the  assault  was  made  with  pre-concert,  and  pre- 
arrangement,  between  Murray  and  his  desper.ate  asso- 
ciate, no  man  who  heard  the  testimony,  could  reasona- 
bly doubt:  that  it  was  malicious  and  unjjrovoked,  is 
equally  clear:  the  only  thing  to  be  questioned,  is,  whe- 
ther it  WAS  deadly.  The  circumstances  of  the  transac- 
tion strongly  indicate  that  to  be  the  fact.  When  the 
prisoner  entered  the  house,  nothing  was  said  or  done  to 
excite  him,  but  the  contrai-y,  hospitably  invited  to  be 
seated,  he  sat  with  his  hat  partly  slouched  over  his  eyes, 
apparently  ruminating  on  the  bloody  business  on  hand, 
and  waiting  for  his  associate,  who  commenced  the  at- 
tack on  the  deceased  the  moment  he  crossed  Ills  thresh- 
old. 

No  resistance  was  made  by  Sutcliffe,  who  did  nothing 
says  his  wife,  but  "  beg  them  for  God's  sake  nut  to  kill 
him."  His  prayers  fell  on  stony  ears:  the  assiiilants 
continuing  to  beat  him  with  a  club,  not  quite  as  thick 
as  an  axe  handle,  and  a  leather  strap  having  a  metal 
buckle  on  each  end  of  it,  until  his  horror  stricken  wife, 
shrieking,  left  the  scene  of  brutal  violence  in  search  of 
protection.  On  her  return,  after  an  absence  of  a  few 
minutes,  she  found  him  prostrate  and  weltering  in  this 
gore: — but  his  murderers  were  fled.  1  he  sudilen  disap- 
pearance of  the^e  men  after  their  work  was  done,  no 
doubt  was  considered  in  the  aggregate  of  reasons  which 
induced  the  Jury  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  at- 
tack on  Sutcliffe  was  committed  with  a  mtirtal  intent. 
Such  would  be  the  exact  course  of  men  who  had  com- 
mitted such  a  crime.  It  is  also  to  be  lemeinbered,  that 
when  Elizabeth  Sutclifle  fled  with  her  infant  in  her 
rms  from  the  room, the  assailants  had  not  finished  beat- 
iig  her  husband.  Ail  the  blows  she  saw  were  inflicted 
on  the  head  and  left  arm. 

Yet  Hannah  Bradford,  who  laid  out  the  body  after 
death,  describes  bruises  on  otherparts,  viz:  on  the  left 
hip,  extending  up  to  the  ribs,  on  the  right  hip;  and  on 
the  inside  of  the  legs  ne.ir  the  ancles.  From  this  tes- 
timony, the  jury  had  the  right  to  infer,  and  no  doubt 
did  infer,  that  the  beating  was  even  more  atrocious  than 
is  described  by  Fliz  ibeth  Sutcliffe;  and  they  came  to 
the  result  that  an  attack  so  wanton,  unprovoked, cruel, 
and  merciless,  resulted  from  a  formed  design  to  take 
the  life  of  the  deceased. 

It  is  true  that  the  weapons  used,  were  not  necessari- 
ly productive  of  death.  An  axe,  a  rifle,  or  a  sabre 
might  do  their  work  more  certain.  But  the  weapons 
ustd  did  kill,  and  if  used  severely,  were  likely  to  do 
so.  If  we  should  hold  that  a  killing  by  weapoiis,which 
in  their  popuhir  sense,  are  not  regarded  as  deadly,  is 
inadequate  to  induce  a  conviction  of  murder  of  the  first 
degree,  we  establish  a  precedent  jeoparding  the  life 
hat  " 'I'immins  of  every  man  in  the  community,  who  is  the  subject  of 
have  nothing  to  |  such  rancor  as  appears  to  have  been  undeservedly  le- 
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veiled  at  the  unfortunate  Sutcliffe.  No  such  rule  hap- 
pily exists,  and  although  the  nature  of  the  weapon 
used,  may  be  quite  material  in  the  ascertaining'  of  the 
intent  to  kill;  that  intent  must  still  in  every  case,  be  col- 
lected from  all  the  attending  circumstances  let  the  in- 
strument of  death  be  what  it  will-  Ihe  respectable 
jury,  who  tried  this  cause,  (and  one  more  deserving 
this  character,  never  was  empaiinelled,)  was  quite  as 
well  qualified  as  any  member  of  this  court,  to  judge  of 
the  force  and  efi'ect  of  this  testimony  in  its  application 
to  this  vital  question.  They  have  decided  deliberately 
and  advisedly,  after  the  fullest  instructions  as  to  tlie  laws 
of  the  commonwealth,  applicable  to  the  solemn  issue 
on  which  thy  were  called  upon,  undf  r  their  oaths  and 
affirmations  to  pas:  and  we  do  not  feel  ourselves  jus- 
tified, in  interfering  with  such  a  verdict,  for  no  better 
reasons  than  ha>e  been  assigned.  1  his  reason  fur  a 
new  trial  is  therefore  overruled. 

The  last  reason  for  a  new  trial,  viz  after  discovered 
testimony  has  signally  failed.  It  is  incumbent  on  the 
party  wiio  asks  for  a  new  ti  ial  on  the  ground  of  newly 
discovered  evidence,  to  satisfy  the  court.  First,  that 
the  evidence  has  come  to  his  knowledge  since  the  tv\- 
a.\;  second,  that  it  was  not  owing  to  want  of  due  dili- 
gence, that  it  did  not  come  sooner;  and  third,  that  it 
would  probably  produce  a  different  verdict,  if  a  new 
trial  wa3  granted,  {Moore  vs.  The  Philadelphia  Banli, 
5  Serg.  and  Rawle  41;  1  Browne,  101;  4  Yeats,  446— 
461.)  To  this  rule,  may  be  added  another,  viz:  that  a 
new  trial  will  not  be  granted  on  the  ground  of  m  wly 
discovered  evidence,  which  does  not  relate  to  new 
facts,  but  goes  only  to  corroborate  the  testimony  given 
at  a  former  trial,  or  which  consists  merely  of  cumula- 
tive facts,  or  circumstances  relative  to  the  same  matter, 
controverted  at  the  former  trial,  (Smith  and  Brush  8; 
Johnson,  84;  Heke  and  Evans,  15;  Johnson,  210.)  The 
new  testimony  h  subject  to  all  these  objections,  either 
of  which  would  call  for  its  rejection.  At  best,  the  alle- 
gation of  newly  discovered  evidence,is  a  most  dangerous 
reason  for  awarding  a  new  trial,  and  this  d  mger  in- 
creases in  eXHCt  ratio  with  the  magnitude  of  the  issue. 
If  readily  listened  to,  justice  in  an  urgent  case,  would 
rarely  escape  dt-feiit.  In  this  case,  however,  no  diffi- 
calty  existes  in  deciding:  against  its  adequicy.  It  is 
true,  that  a  gentleman  of  the  bar  h^s  been  produced, 
who,  it  was  intimated,  had  knowledge  of  some  new 
facts  advantageous  tci  the  prisoner.  But  on  his  exami- 
nation,  he  with  perfect  piopiiety,  declined  testifying 
on  the  solid  ground,  that  all  he  knew  was  derived  from 
disclosures  made  in  professional  confidence  by  a  client, 
origin-jUy  charged  before  the  Mayor,  as  a  participator 
in  the  crime.  U  hat  these  disclosures  were,  weareut- 
terly  ignorant  of.nor  can  we  ever  judicially  know  them, 
from  this  gentleman  occupying  the  relation  he  does— 
But  if  he  could  communicate  them,  his  statements  would 
be  but  hearsay  testimony;  mere  rehearsals  of  what  a 
third  person,  not  under  oath,  not  subject  to  cross  ex- 
aminatit^i,  told  him;  and  as  such  inadmissible  in  evi- 
dence in  a  future  trial  of  the  cause,  it  awarded.  But  he 
never  can  do  it.  The  privilege  which  exempts  coim- 
sel  from  testifying,  is  the  privilege  of  the  client;  and  a 
counsel  perfectly  vvilling  and  anxious  to  testify,  in  a 
matter  afl'ecting  his  client,  woul.l  not  be  permitted  to 
disclose  any  confidential  protessional  communications 
operating  against  the  latter.  It  would  be  a  most  dan- 
gerous thing  indeed,  should  we  set  aside  a  verdict  in  a 
capital  case  on  intimations,  insinuations,  or  even  direct 
communications  of  this  kind.  The  sound  principle  in 
such  a  case  is  to  be  found  in  the  legal  maxim  that 
"  what  does  not  legally  appear,  does  not  legally  ex- 
ist.'. 

We  have  carefully  examined  all  the  reasons  urged 
on  us  to  set  aside  the  verdict, and  can  in  none  separate- 
ly, nor  in  all  conjointly,  find  any  thing  which  would  au 
thorize  us  to  sustain  the  prisoner's  motion.  No  indi- 
viduals in  this  community  can  more  regret  the  tenden- 
cy of  our  opinions  than  ourselves-     But  they  are  our 


opinions;  and  must  be  honestly  expressed,  let  the  result 
be  whit  it  may.  It  would  have  been  far  more  grate- 
ful, had  we  found  just  and  rational  causes  to  give  the 
prisoner  a  second  chance  for  his  life;  but  to  us  none 
such  seemed  to  e.\ist;  and  to  refuse  the  execution  of 
our  duty  under  such  circumstances,  would  be  to  the  last 
degree  unjust  to  the  community,  for  the  execution  of 
whose  laws  faithfully  and  fearlessly  we  have  been  se- 
lected. I  he  protection  and  conservation  of  human  life 
is  the  leading  object  of  social  organization,  and  the  laws 
framed  for  this  great  end,  must  be  vindicated  The 
man  may  feel,  but  the  judge  must  act- 

The    motion   for  anew    irai  is  over-ruled,  and  the 
commonwealth  must  have  judj^ment  on  the  verdict. 


APPENUIX 


TO  THE  RF.PORT  OF  THE  MINORH  Y  OF  BANK 
INVESTIGATION   COMMlTTEIi. 

Concluded  from  page  391. 

No.  39. 

May/,  1834. 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  will  proceed  to  exam- 
ine into  the  truth  of  the  statement  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment Directors  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
and  to  Congress;  :ind  for  that  purpose  will  this  day  call 
for  the  production,  tor  inspection,  of  the  minute  books, 
containing  the  proceedings  of  the  Directorsof  the  Bank, 
and  the  expense  book?,  and  vouchers  for  expenses  in- 
curred. 

True  copy,  EDWARD  D.  INGRAIIAM. 

Secretary  of  Committee  ol  Investigation. 

No.  40. 

M^y  7,  1834. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  Boara  read  to 
the  Committee  of  Investigation  the  following  preamble 
and  resolution: 

Whereas  it  appears  from  the  res  dution  of  the  lloiise 
of  Representatives  of  the  Unied  States  appointing  the 
Committee  of  [nvestigation,  that  two  distinct  inquiries 
were  contemplated  one  of  them  directed  to  ascertain 
whether  the  charter  had  been  violated,  and  limited  to 
the  acts  of  the  corporation;  and  the  other  so  very  ge- 
neral and  indefinite  as  to  make  it  difficult,  if  not  impos- 
.sible,  to  say  whether  it  has  any  limits  at  all,  either  as  to 
the  matters  to  be  inquired  into  or  the  mode  of  pursuing 
the  inquiry:  And  whereas  it  appears,  from  calls  made 
by  the  Committee  of  Investigation,  that  they  have  pro- 
posed a  very  wide  range,  emijracingamong  other  things, 
an  extensive  examination  of  the  acts,  transactions,  ac- 
counts, and  letters  of  individuals,  and  thus  instituting  a 
kind  of  general  seaich,  which  isthe  more  objectionable 
because,  if  it  have  any  purpose  at  all,  it  must  be  to 
criminate  those  individuals  as  well  as  the  Bank;  and  if 
it  have  not  this  purpose  it  is  without  any  assignable  ob- 
ject, and  would  be  an  injurious  invasion  of  private  in- 
terests. And  whereas,  under  tiese  circumstances  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  Committee  by  all  lawful  means,  to  pro- 
tect the  ri(<hts  and  sacred  confidence  entrus  ed  to  their 
keeping,  and  to  yield  nothing,  by  consent,  which  can- 
not be  legally  demanded  from  them.  And  whereas, 
after  careful  and  anxious  consideration,  they  are  of 
opinion  that  the  inquiry  can  only  be  rightfully  extended 
to  alledged  violations' of  the  charter,  and  this  inquiry 
ought  to  be  conducted  according  to  some  certain  prin- 
ciples and  rules:  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Investigation  be  re- 
spectliilly  required,  when  they  ask  for  books  and  pa- 
pers, to  state  specifically,  in  writing,  the  purposes  for 
which  they  are  proposed  to  be  inspected;  and  if  it  he 
to  establish  a  viol.ition  of  the  charter  then  to  state  spe- 
cifically, in  writing,  what  are  the  alleged  or  sujiposed 
violations  of  charter  to  which  the  evidence  is  alleged  or 
supposed  to  be  applicable. 

Resolved,    That  in  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  it 
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would  very  much  conduce  to  the  purposes  of  justice, 
as  well  as  to  tlie  ctmvenience  of  all  concerned,  if  the 
Committee  of  Investigation,  would  furnish  a  specifica- 
tion of  all  tlie  cliarges  intended  to  be  inquired  into,  and 
proceed  with  them  in  order  as  stated. 

No.  41. 
Whereas  this  Committee  have,  by  resolutiorts  several- 
ly communi  ated  to  the  President  and  Directors  of  tile 
Bank  of  ihe  United  States,  declaied  that,  in  discharg- 
ing- the  duties  confided  lo  them  by  the  House  ot  Itepre- 
fcentatives,  they  claimed  on  their  responsibility  to  that 
House,  and  to  their  constituents,  to  regulate  their  pro- 
ceedings, to  judge  of  the  extent  of  their  powers  and 
duties  for  themselves,  that  they  are  not  charged  with 
the  duty  of  criminating  the  Bank,  iis  directors  or  others, 
but  simply  to  inquire,  anmnnst  other  things,  whether 
such  prosecution,  in  legal  I'orm  shall  be  instituted;  and 
that,  in  vo  doing,  they  would  afford  to  every  person, 
who  might  appear  to  be  implicated  by  their  examina- 
tions, full. and  fair  opportunity  of  explanation  and  de- 
fence: 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  in  performing  the  duty  of 
"inspecting  the  books  and  examining  into  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Bank,"  the  committe  catmot  righifully  be 
••  required,"  and  from  the  nature  of  their  duties  cannot 
comjiiy  with  the  request,  to  state  specifically,  in  writing, 
the  purposes  for  which  they  are  proposed  to  be  in- 
spected. 

Resolved,  That  the  cc.mmittee  cannot  comply  with  a 
request  or  requisition  to  specify  what  are  th 


they  are  hereby,  requested  and  required  to  submit  for 
the  inspection  of  this  committee,  the  minute  books 
containing  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 
together  with  the  correspondence,  journal  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Bank,  the  Exchange  committee,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  state  of  tlie  Bank,  and  the  Committee  on 
the  Offices,  that  this  committee  may  bt  enabled  to  judge 
whether  the  Board  of  Directors  have  violated  the  char- 
ter of  the  Bank  by  authorizing,  permitting,  or  sanction- 
ing, the  exercise  of  improper  or  illegal  powers  by  those 
committees,  or  by  the  President  of  the  Bank. 
'Irue  copy, 

EDW.  D   INGUAHAM. 
Sec.  Cora,  of  Invesiigation. 
May  7,  1834. 

No.  42. 
Barikofthe  United  Stales,  May  8,  1834. 
Sir — 1  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to   you   a   copy    of 
a  resolu'ion  o(  the  Committee  tif  the  Board,  and  to  be. 
With  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  SEUGEANT,  Chairman. 
The  Hon.  Francis  Thomas, 

Chairman  Com.  of  Invpstigation. 

No.  43. 

[Enclosed  in  the  foregoing.] 

Resolved,  That  wfier  full  deliberation,  and  with  every 

feeling  of  I espect  for  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 

for  the  Comniittee  ;  ppninted   by  them,  and  with  a  firm 


conviction    that  they  have  nothing  to  fear  from  scrutiny 

pposed  I  of  the  affairs  of  the  Bank,  however  severe,  the  Commit- 

violations  of  chaiter,  because  they  are   not   conducting    tee  of  the  Board  sre  constrained  to  adhere  to  the  reso- 

a  prosecution,    but  simply  inquiring  whether  one  shall  !  lutions  yesterday  handed  to  the  C.jminittee  of  Invesiiga- 


be  inst.tuted. 

True  copy:  EDW.  D.  INGRAHAM. 

Sec  Com.  of  Investigation. 
May  6,  1834. 

1.  .Mr.  Mason  called  for  the  production  of  the  minute 
books  coniaiiiing  t!ie  pi'oceediiigs  of  the  Board  of 
biiectors  from  the  1st  of  September,  1832,  to  the  pre- 
sent date. 

2.  The  Chairman  requires  that  the  expense  book  of 
the  Bank,  with  the  vouchers,  showing  the  expenses  of 
the  Bank  incurred  under  resolution  of  the  30th  Novem- 
ber, 1830,  be  submitted  to  the  inspection  of  the  Com- 
mittee ol  Investigation. 

3.  Mr.  MuhlenberK  desired  that  the  books  showing 

the  account  of with  tl.e  Bank  of  the  United  States 

with  the  notes  and  papers  explanatory  of  such  account, 
from  the  fir>t  day  of  January,  1832,  may  be  submitted 
to  the  inspection  of  the  committee. 

T.-ue  copy,  EDW.  D.  INGRAHAM. 

Sec.  Com.  of  Investigation- 
May  7,  1834. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Directors  be, 
and  they  are  hereby,  requested  to  su limit  for  the  inspec- 
tion of  this  commiitee,  the  credit  bo<iks  and  pay  lists  of 
the  Bank,  to  enable  this  committee  to  a>certain  "  whe- 
ther it  has  used  its  corporate  power  or  money  to  control 
the  press,  to  interfere  in  politics,  or  influence  elec- 
tions. 

True  copy,  EDW.  D.  INGRAHAM, 

Sec.  Com.  of  Investigation. 
May  7,  1834. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Directors  be  re- 
quested and  required  to  submit,  for  the  inspection  of 
this  committee,  the  minute  books  of  the  Bank,  together 
with  the  correspondence,  journals,  and  other  memoran- 
dums of  the  Committee  of  Exchange,  on  ilie  state  of 
the  Bank,  and  on  the  offices,  that  this  committee  may 
be  enabled  to  ascertain  whether  the  Bank  has  had  any 
agency,  through  its  management  or  money,  in  produ- 
cing the  present  pressure. 

True  copy,  EDW.  D.  INGRAHAM 

Sec-  Com.  of  Investigation. 

May  7,  1834 


tion,  and  to  decline  complying  with  the  calls  heretofore 
made  upon  them,  in  any  other  manner  than    is  therein 
laid  down;  believing  this  to  be  their  duty,  from  which 
they  are  not  at  liberty  to  depart. 
No.  44. 

Whereas  at  a  special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  htld  at  the  Bank 
on  the  24th  of  April,  in  this  present  year,  a  resolution 
was'  adopted  and  communicated  to  the  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  by  which  a  "  Committee 
of  seven  members  was  appointed''  to  receive  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  offer  for  their  inspection  such  books  and 
papers  of  the  Bank  as  may  be  necessary  to  exhibit  tlie 
proceedings  of  the  corporation,  according  to  the  re- 
quirements of  the  chaiter. 

And  whereas  at  a  room  in  the  Banking  house  on  the 
7th  day  of  May  instant,  the  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  required  of  the  Board  of  Directors  the 
production  of  certain  books  and  papers  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  by  the  Commiitee  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  be  then  and  there  inspected,  as  set 
forth  in  the  following  resolmions: 

"  Ordered,  T  hat  the  minute  book,  containing  the 
proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Directors  from  the  3Cth 
September,  1830,  to  this  date.  May  7,  1834,  be  produc- 
ed for  inspection." 

"Ordered,  That  the   books    showing  the   accounts 

of ,  of  ,  with    the    Bank  of  the 

United  Slates,  with  the  notes  and  papers  explanatory 
of  such  account,  from  the  1st  day  ot  January,  1832, 
to  this  day,  be  submitted  to  the  inspection  of  the  Com- 
mittee." 

"Ordered,  That  the  expense  book  of  the  Bank,  with 
the  vouchers  showing  the  expenses  of  the  Bank  incur- 
red u-.ider  a  resolution  of  the  30tli  of  November,  1830, 
he  submitted  to  the  inspection  uf  the  Comniittee  of  In- 
vestigation. " 

"Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Directors  be  re- 
quested and  required  to  submit,  for  the  inspection  of 
this  committee,  the  minute  books  of  the  Bank,  together 
with  the  correspondence,  journals,  and  other  memoran- 


dums of  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  E.xchanfre 
Resolved,  Thai  the  Committee  of  Directors  be,  and  i  on  the  s'ate  of  the  Bank,  and  on   the  offices,  that  this 
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Committee  muv  be  enabled  to  ascertain  whether  the 
Bank  has  had  nny  ag-ency,  tlii-ough  its  management  or 
money,  in  producing  the  present  pressure," 

«'  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Directors  be  and 
they  are  hereby,  requested  and  required  to  submit  for 
Ihe'inspection  of  tiiis  committee,  the  minute  books  con- 
taining the  proceedings  of  ihe  Board  of  Dirertors,  to- 
gether with  the  correspondence,  journals  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Bank,  and  the  Exchange  Committee,  the 
Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Bank,  and  the  commiilee 
on  the  Offices,  that  this  Committee  may  be  enabled  to 
judge  whetlier  the  Board  ol  Directors  liave  violated 
the  charter  of  the  Bank,  by  authorizing,  permitting,  or 
sanctioning  the  exercise  of  improper  and  illegal  pow- 
ers by  those  committees,  or  by  the  President  of  the 
Bank." 

And  as  a  preliminary  to  a  reply,  received  from  the 
t'onimiitee  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  a  preamble  and 
i-esolutions  as  follows. 

"  Whereas  it  appears,  from  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  tlie  United  States,  appoint- 
ing the  Committee  of  InvestiRation,  that  two  distinct  in- 
quiries were  contemplated,  one  of  them  directed  to  as- 
certain whether  the  charter  had  been  violated,  and  limit- 
ed to  the  acts  of  the  corporation;  and  the  other  so  very 
general  and  indefinite,  as  to  make  it  difficult,  if  not  im- 
possible, to  say  whether  it  has  any  limits  at  all,  eilher 
as  to  the  matters  to  be  inquired  into,  or  the  mode  of 
pursuing  the  inquiry,  and  whereas  it  appears  from  calls 
made  by  tlie  Committee  of  Investigation,  that  they  have 
proposed  a  very  wide  range,  embracing  among  other 
things,  an  extensive  examination  of  the  acts,  transactions 
accounts  and  letters  of  individuals,  and  thus  instituting 
a  kind  of  general  search,  which  is  the  more  objectiona- 
ble, because,  if  it  have  any  purpose  at  all  it  must  be  to 
criminate  those  individuals  as  well  as  the  Bank,  and  if 
it  have  not  this  purpose,  it  is  without  any  assignable  ob- 
ject, and  would  be  an  injurious  invasion  of  private  inter- 
ests; and  whereas,  under  these  circumstances,  it  is  the 
duty  of  this  Committee,  by  all  lawful  means,  lo  protect 
the  rights  and  sacred  confidence  intrusted  to  their  keep- 
ing, and  lo  yield  nothing  by  consent  which  cannot  be 
legally  demanded  from  them;  and  whereas,  after  care- 
ful and  anxious  consideration,  they  are  of  opinion  that 
the  inquiry  can  only  be  rightfully  extended  to  alleged 
violations  of  the  charier,  and  this  inquiry  ought  to  be 
conducted  according  to  some  certain  principles  and  rules 
therefore, 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Investigation  be 
respectfully  required,  when  they  ask  for  books  and  pa- 
pers, to  state  specific.dly,  in  writing,  the  purposes  for 
which  they  are  proposed  to  be  inspected,  and  if  it  be  to 
establish  a  violation  of  the  charier,  then  to  state  specifi- 
cally, in  writing,  what  are  the  alleged  or  supposed  vio- 
lations of  charter  to  which  the  evidence  is  alleged,  or 
supposed  to  apply. 

"  Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  it 
would  very  much  conduce  to  the  purposes  of  justice,  as 
well  to  the  convenience  of  all  concerned,  if  ihe  Com- 
mittee of  Investigation  would  furnish  a  specification  of 
all  the  charges  intended  to  be  inquired  into,  and  proceed 
with  them  in  order  as  stated. 

Whicit- being  considered,  was  replied  to  by  this  Com- 
mittee, as  follows: 

"  Whereas  this  Committee  have,  by  resolutions,  sev- 
erally communicated  to  the  President  and  Directors  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  declared  that,  in  dis- 
charging the  duties  confided  to  them  by  the  House  of 
Representatives,  they  claimed  on  their  responsibility  to 
that  House  and  their  constituents;  to  regulate  their  pro- 
ceedings, to  judge  of  the  extent  of  their  power'»and  du- 
ties, for  theinsclvcs;  thit  they  are  not  charged  with  the 
duty  of  criminalins  the  Bank,  its  Directors,  or  others; 
but  simply  to  inquire  amongst  other  things,  whether 
such  prosecution,  in  legal  form,  shall  be  instituted;  and 
that,  in  so  doing,  they  would  afford  to  every  person  who 


might  appear  to  be  implicated  by  their  examinations, 
full  and  fair  opportunity  of  explanation  and  defense. 

Resolved,  theiefore,  Ihal  in  performing  the  duty  of 
"  insppcting  the  bonks,  and  examining  into  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Hank,"  the  Committee  cannot  rightfully  be 
"requiieil,"  and,  from  the  nature  of  their  duties,  can- 
not comply  with  a  request,  to  stnte,  specifically,  in 
writing,  the  purposes  for  which  they  are  proposed  to 
be  inspected. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  cannot  comply  with  a 
request  or  requisition,  to  specify  what  are  the  suppos- 
ed violations  of  charter,  because  they  are  not  conduct- 
ing a  piosecutlon,  but  simply  inquiring  whether  one 
shall  be  instituted. 

And  a  specific  answer  requested. 

'1  hat,  in  answer  to  these  several  calls,  the  Committee 
has  received  the  following: 

'^  Bank  U.S.  May  8,  1834. 

Sir— I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  a 
resolution  of  the  Committee  of  the  Board,  and  to  be, 
with  great  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  SERGEANT,  Chairman. 
To  the  Hon.  Francis  Thomas. 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Investigation. 

Resolved,  That,  after  full  deliberation,  and  with  eve- 
ry feeling  of  respect  for  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  for  the  Committee  appointed  by  them,  and  with  a 
firm  conviction  that  they  have  nothing  to  fear  from 
scrutiny  of  the  affairs  of  the  Bank,  however  severe,  the 
Commfitee  of  the  Board  are  constrained  to  adhere  to 
the  resolution  yesterday  handed  to  the  Committee  of 
Investigation,  and  to  decline  compl)  ing  with  the  calls 
heretofi  re  made  upon  them,  in  any  other  manner  than 
is  therein  lad  down,  believing  this  to  be  their  du'y.from 
which  tliey  are  not  at  liberty  to  depart." 

And  whereas  this  Committee  does  not  feel  authoriz- 
ed to  consider  the  act  of  the  Committee  of  the  Board  of 
Directors,  in  thus  refusing  to  submit  the  books  and  pa- 
pers called  for  to  th  -  inspection  of  the  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  as  within  the  authority 
conferred  on  their  Committee  by  the  Board  of  Direct- 
ors, and  thus  the  act  of  the  corporation:  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  be  requested  to  com- 
municate this  resolution  to  the  President  of  the  Bank 
of  ihe  United  States,  and  to  ask  that  it  may  be  submit- 
ted to  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  this  Coinmittee  in- 
formed by  the  said  Board  whether  the  refusal  of  the 
Committee  aforesaid  is  to  be  regarded  as  the  act  of  the 
Board,  or  done  by  its  authority. 

Resolved,  That  the  c'lair  be  directed  to  transmit  ih's 
resolution  tu  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States. 

North  American  Hotel,  May  8,  1834. 

Sir  — I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  to  you  two  resolu- 
tions which  have  been  adopted  by  the  Committee  of 
Investigation,  and  to  ask  the  favour  of  you  to  submit 
them  to  the  consideration  of  ihe  Board  of  Directors  at 
an  early  hour. 

FRANCIS  THOMAS, 
Clialrman  of  the  Committee  of  Investigation. 
Nicholas  Riddle,  Esq. 

President  of  the  U.  S.  Bank. 

No.  45. 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  May  9,  1834. 
Sir — I  had   last  evening  the  honor  of  receiving  youi* 
letter  dated   "  North  American  Hotel,    May  8,  1834," 
accompanying  a  copy  of  two  resolutions  of  the  Commit' 
tee  of  Inves'lgation. 

These  papers  were  submitted  to  the  Board  of  Di' 
rectors  at  their  meeting  this  morning,  and  I  am  instruct' 
ed  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  their  proceedings  there* 
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on.     This  I  accordingly. do,  with  the  assurance  of  the 
respect  of  Yours, 

N.  BIDDLE,  President. 

Hon   Francis  Thomas, 

Chairman  of  tlie  Commiltee  of  Investigation,  Phila- 
delphia. 

No.  46. 
[Enclosed  in  the  foregoing'.] 
Bank  of  Ihe  United  States,  May  9,  1834. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Buard  of  Directors,  held  this 
dav,  the  following  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopt- 
ed: 

Resolved,  That  the  Board,  having  heard  the  report 
of  the  Committee  appointed  on  the  24th  ultimo,  upon 
the  matters  referred  to  them  this  morning,  do  fully  ap- 
prove and  sanction  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  7lh  and  8th  instant,  and  presented  by 
them  to  the  Committee  of  Investigation,  which  resolu- 
tions are  as  follows: 

Whereas  it  appears,  from  the  resolution  of  the  Flouse 
of  Representatives  of  the  United  Slates,  appointini,'  the 
Committee  of  Investig.aion,  that  two  distinct  inquiries 
were  contemplated;  one  of  Ihem  diiected  lo  ascertain 
whether  the  charter  had  been  violatt- d,  and  limited  to 
Ihe  acts  of  the  corporation, and  the  other  so  very  general 
and  indefinite,  as  to  make  It  difhcu'.t,  if  not  impossible, 
to  say  whether  it  has  any  limits  ut  all,  either  as  to  the 
matters  to  be  inquired  ii;to,  or  the  mode  of  pursuing 
the  inquiry;  and  whereas  it  ap|)ears,  fi'om  the  calls 
made  by  the  Committee  of  Investigation,  that  they  have 
proposed  a  very  wide  range,  embracing,  among  other 
things,  an  extensive  examination  of  the  acts,  transac- 
tions, accounts,  and  letters  of  intlividuals,  and  thus  in- 
stituting a  kind  of  general  search,  which  is  the  more 
objectionable,  because,  if  it  have  any  puri;ose  at  all,  it 
must  be  to  criminate  those  individuals  as  well  as  the 
Bank;  and  if  it  have  not  this  purpose,  it  is  without  any 
assignable  object,  and  would  be  an  injurious  invasion  of 
private  interests:  and  whereas  under  these  circum- 
stances, it  is  the  duty  of  this  committee,  by  all  lawful 
means,  to  protect  the  rights  and  sacrtd  coniidence  in- 
trusted to  their  keeping,  and  to  yield  n  thing  by  con- 
sent which  "cannot  be  It-gally  demindcd  from  them: 
and  «  hereus,  after  careful  and  anxious  consideration, 
tliey  are  of  opinion  that  the  inquiry  can  be  only  right- 
fully extended  to  alleged  violations  of  the  charter,  and 
this  inquiry  ought  to  be  conducted  according  to  some 
certain  principles  and  rules:  therefore. 

Resolved,  that  the' Commiltee  of  Investigation  be 
respectfully  required,  when  they  ask  for  books  and 
papers,  to  state  specifically,  in  writing,  the  purposes 
tor  which  they  are  propased  to  be  inspected;  and  if  it 
be  to  establish  a  violation  of  the  charter,  then  to  state 
specifically,  in  writing,  what  are  the  alleged  or  sup- 
posed violations  of  charter,  to  which  the  evidence  is  al- 
leged or  supposed  to  be  applicable. 

Resolved,  I  hit  in  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  it 
would  very  much  conduce  to  the  purposes  of  justice, 
as  well  as  to  the  convenience  of  all  concerned,  if  the 
Committee  of  Investigation  would  furniNh  a  specifica- 
tion of  all  the  charges  intended  to  be  inquired  into.and 
proceed  with  them  in  order  as  stated. 

Lllere  follows  the  resolution  of  the  8th  inst.  enclos- 
ed in  the  letter  of  the  President  of  the  8lh  inst.  to  the 
Chainnan  ot  the  Committee  of  Investigation.] 

Uesolved.  That  the  President  be  requested  to  send  a 
copy  of  the  above  resolution,  duly  certified,  to  the 
Chairman  of  the  Commiltee  of  Investigation. 

No.  47. 

Bu  authorltj  of  the  Hmiae  of  Repreientaiives  nf 
the  U.  i>. 

To  Benjam  n  8.  Bons  II,  Marshal, 

of  the  Eastern  District  of  Pennsylvania. 
Viiu  are  hereby  commmded  to  summon  Nicholas  Ri  I- 
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die, President,  Emanuel  Eyre,  Matthew  Newkirk,  John 
Sergeant,  Charles  Chauncey,  ,lohu  S.  HeiU-y,  John  R. 
Neff,  Ambrose  White,  Daniel  W  Coxe,  John  Goddard, 
James  C.  Fisher,  Lawrence  Lewis,  John  Holmes,  and 
William  Fl.itt,  Directors  of  the  Ba.ik  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  and  appear  before  the  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Stat  s,appoint- 
cd  on  the  4tli  d;iy  of  April,  1834,  "  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  cause  of  the  com- 
mercial embarrassment  and  distress  complained  of  by 
numerous  citizens  of  the  United  Slates,  in  sundry  me- 
morials which  have  been  presented  to  Congress  ut  the 
present  session,  and  of  inquiring  whether  the  charter  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  has  been  violated,  and 
also,  what  corruptions  and  abuses  have  existed  in  its 
management;  whether  it  has  used  its  corporate  power, 
or  money,  to  control  the  press,  to  interterfere  in  poli- 
tics, or  influence  elections;  and  whether  it  has  had  any 
agency,  through  its  man»gement  or  money,  in  produc- 
ing the  e-xisting  pressure;  also,  to  inspect  the  books  and 
examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the  said  Bank,  and 
whether  the  provisions  of  the  charter  have  been  violat- 
ed or  not;  and  what  abuses, corruptions,or  malprac'ices 
have  existed  in  the  management  of  said  Bank;  and  also 
to  examine  into  the  affairs  of  said  Bank  and  branc  es; 
and  further,  to  visit  the  principal  Bank,  or  anv  of  its 
branches  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  books,  cor- 
respondence, accounts,  and  other  papers  connected 
with  its  management  or  business,"  in  their  chamber  in 
the  North  American  Hotel,  in  the  city  of  Piiiladelpha, 
and  to  bring  with  ihem  the  credit  books  of  said  Hank, 
showing  the  indebtedness  of  individuals  to  said  Bank, 
on  the  10th  day  of  May  instant,  at  the  hour  of  twelve 
o'clock,  M.,  then  and  there  to  testify  touching  the 
matters  of  said  inquiry,  and  to  submit  said  books  lo  said 
committee  for  inspection. 

Herein  fail  not,  and  make  return  of  this  summons. 
Witness  the  seal  of  the  House  of  Uepreseutatives 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  signature  of  the  ho- 
horable  Francis  Thomas,  Chairman  of  the  s.id 
Committee  at  the  City  of  Phlladelphi^i,  this  ninth 
day  of  May.in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-four. 

FRANCIS  THOMAS. 
Attest:         W.  S.  FnAiiKLiy, 

Clerk  House  Representatives  U.  S . 

Marslial's  Office,  Philadelphia,  May  10th,  1834. 
Served  the  within,  on  the  individuals  within  named, 
to  wit:  Nicholas  Biddle,  Emanuel  Eyre,  Lawrence 
Lewis,  Ambrose  White,  Daniel  W. Coxe,  John  Holmes, 
Charles  Chauncey,  John  Goddard,  John  K.  NefT,  Wil- 
liam Piatt,  and  Mattew  Newkirk,  by  handing  a  copy 
thereof  to  each  of  them,  on  Friday,  the  9th  inst.  and  on 
James  C.  Fisher,  John  S.  Henry,  and  John  Sergeant, 
by  handing  a  copy  thereof  to  each  of  them  on  the  lOlli 
day  of  May  instant,  between  the  hours  of  S  and  9  A.  M. 
So  answers 

BENJAMIN  S.    BONSALL, 
Marshal  Eastern  District  of  Pennsylvania. 

No.  48. 
The  undersigned  having  been  lndi%idually  served  by 
R.  S.  Bonsall,  Esq.  Maislial  of  the  F^astern  District  of 
Pennsylvania,  with  a  copy  of  a  process  dated  the  9tll 
instant,  by  wliich  he  was  commanded  to  summon  them, 
by  the  following  n  imcsand  descriptions,  to  wit:  Niclio- 
lis  Biddle,  President;  Emanuel  Eyre,  Matthew  New- 
kirk, John  S'-rgcant,  Charles  Chauncey,  John  S.  Hen- 
ry. John  R.  Neff,  Ambrose  White,  Daniel  W.  Coxe, 
John  Goddard,  James  C.  Fisher,  Lawrence  Lewis, Johrt 
Holmes,  and  William  Piatt,  l)iric:orsof  the  B..nk  of '.he 
United  States.to  be  and  appear  before  the  Coniaiittec  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Uniteil  Stales,  ap- 
pointed on  the  4th  day  of  April,  1834,  in  their  chamber 
in  the  North  American  Hoiel,  in  the  city  of  Philadelj 
pliia,  and  lo  bring  with  th'^m  the  ciidit  Hook-   nf  sahl 
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Bank,  on  the  10th  duy  of  May  instant,  ut  the  hour  of 
12  o'clock,  M.,  then  and  there  to  testily  touching  the 
matters  of  said  inquiry,  and  to  submit  said  bonks  to  said 
Committee  for  inspection,  have  consul'etl  tog-ether,  th:it 
they  might  be  assisled  by  the  judgment  of  ench  othei', 
as  to  the  course  they  were  individually  to  pursue;  and 
have  concurred,  each  for  himself,  in  the-  conclusion,  for 
the  government  of  his  individual  conduct,  which  will 
now  be  stated;  and,  to  avoid  misapprehensinn  or  contro- 
versy, have  reduced  their  answers  to  writing,  signed 
with  their  names,  and  herewith  respectfully  presented, 
each  for  hims-lf,  as  follows: 

1.  Without  waiving  any  objection  there  may  be  to 
the  Ieg;dity  of  the  said  process,  or  the  service,  (which 
is  expressly  reserved)  we  deem  it  most  consistent  with 
the  respect  we  wish  upon  all  occasions  to  ticknowledge 
to  he  due  to  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Repr 


dentially,  were  to  be  found;  and  whereas  it  has  never 
been  the  intention  of  this  Committee  to  publish  such 
resolutions,  unless,  after  such  confidential  examination, 
it  shi'uld  appear  that  the  dn  y  of  the  Committee,  un. 
der  this  resolution  of  inquiry,  required  it:  and  whereas 
the  Directors  of  the  Bank  have  declined  to  produce 
the  accounts  thus  called  for,  and  this  Committee  is  un- 
willing to  exercise  suspicions  against  any  one  which 
they  have  not  the  means  either  to  justify  or  remove, 
and  there  is  no  longer  necessity  for  such  injunction  of 
confidence:   therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  Committee  be, 
and  they  are,  released  from  the  injunction  which  has 
been  imposed,  to  consider  confidential  their  journal  and 
proceedings,  except  such  parts  thereof  where  the 
names  of  private  individuals  appear. 

Resolved,    That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  preamble 


lives   of  the  United   States,  to  attend  upon  them  in  |  and  resolution  be  forwarded  to  the  Committee  of  Di 


person,  and  accordingly  do  so  attend,  to  manifest  our  re- 
spect, but  not  to  admit  any  i  blijijation. 

2.  We  do  not  produce  the  books  specified  in  the  pa- 
per before  mentioned,  that  is  to  say,  "  the  credit  books 
of  said  Bank,  showing  the  indebtedness  of  individuals 
to  said  Bank,"  because  they  are  not  in  the  custody  of 
either  of  us,  but,  as  has  heretofore  been  slated,  ot  the 
Board,  whose  views  upon  this  subject,  we  would  take 
occasinn  to  say,  have  already  been  respectfully  commu- 
nicated to  the  Com.raittee  of  Investigation. 

3.  We  do  not  know  whether  it  was  the  intentl  )n  of 
the  Committee  of  Investigation  to  calhipon  either  of  us 
to  testify,  or  whether  the  object  of  the  paper  was  not 
simply  to  require  us  to  produce  "  the  credit  books  of 
said  Bank,  showing  the  indebtedness  ot  individuals  to 
said  Bank."  But  to  avoid  unnecessary  trouble  to  the 
Committee,  and  in  the  spirit  of  frankness  required  by 
the  respect  that  is  due  to  them,  we  have  deemed  it  pro- 
per to  consider  the  alternative  first  mentioned,  and  each 
of  us  now  says,  for  himself,  that,  considering  the  na- 
ture of  the  proceeding,  and  the  character  of  the  inquiry, 
even  as  explained  in  the  resolution  of  the  Committee  of 
Investigation  of  the  7th  instant,  and  considering  that, 
as  corporators  and  directors,  we  are  parties  to  the  pro- 
ceeding, we  do  not  consider  ourselves  bound  to  testify, 
and  therefore  respectfully  decline  to  do  so.  VVe  are 
siu'e  the  committee  will  duly  estimate  the  sacrifice  wc 
make  of  personal  feeling  in  thus  deciding,  conscious  as 
we  are  that  we  have  no  knowledge,  which.if  a  necessa- 
ry regard  to  our  duties  and  the  rights  of  others  per- 
mitted, we  would  not  willingly  expose  without  re- 
serve. 


N.  Biddle, 
M.  Eyre, 
M.  Newkirk, 
John  Sergeant, 
Charles  Chauncey, 
John  S.  Henry, 
John  U.   Neflf, 
Fhiladeiphia. 


A.  White, 
D.  W.  Coxe, 
John  Goddard, 
James  C.  Fisher, 
Lawrence  Lewis, 
John  Holmes, 
William  Piatt. 


No.  49. 
North  American  Hotel,  May  10,  1834 
Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  by  direction 
of  the   Committee    of  Investigation,    two   resolutions, 
which  you  will  find  enclosed. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
FRANCIS  THOMAS,  Chairman. 
To  John  Sergeant,  Esq. 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors 

Whereas,  resolutions  have  been  adopted  by  this  com- 
mittee into  which  the  names  of  private  individuals  were 
necessarily  introduced,  that  the  Committee  of  Direct- 
ors might  more  readily  know  where  the  accounts  or 
papers,  which    were  called  for  to  be  examined  conii- 


•ectors. 
True  copy:  EDW'D   D.  INGRAHAM, 

Secretary  of  the  Committee  of  Investigation. 
May  10, 1834. 

CummHIee  Rourn^  (North  American  Hotel,) 

May  10,  1834. 

Resi'lved,  That  when  this  Committee  adjourn  to-day, 
they   adjourn   to  meet  in   the  city  of  Washington,   on 
I  hursday,  the  15lh  of  May,  1834,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 
True  copy:  EDW'D  D.  INGRAHAM, 

Secretary  of  the  Committee  of  Investigatioa. 
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(Concluded  from  page  :j93.) 

Letter  from    Rev.   B.  O.  Peers,   President   of  Transy  1- 
vania  University,  Lexington,  Kentucky. 

Lexingto^t,  Jan.  1,  1834. 

Dear  Sir— I  received  your  letter  this  morning,  and 
although  I  cannot  ho|ie  to  be  able  to  contribute  much 
to  the  store  of  information  you  are  collecting  respecting 
common  school  systems,  I  give  you  with  much  pleasure 
such  views  as  a  pretty  thorough  investigation  of  the 
subject  has  afforded  me. 

1  send  you  for  this  purpose,  a  pamphlet  containinafa 
report  made  to  our  Legislature,  in  which  you  will  find 
the  results  of  my  observations  during  a  three  months 
tour  through  New  England.  This  was  in  1830.  I  have 
since  paid  two  additional  visits  to  the  east,  for  similar 
piu'poses,  the  effect  of  which,  has  been  to  confirm  my 
impressions  with  regard  to  all  the  important  points 
touched  in  the  report. 

I  recommend  to  your  particular  attention  the  letters 
appended  to  the  rcpc  rt.  They  are  from  such  gentle- 
men as  professor  Stewart,  of  Andover;  Hon.  V/m.  B. 
Calhoun,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Kepresentatives, 
Mass;  and  professors  Kingsley  and  Goodrich,  of  Yale 
college.  'I  hey  are  valuable,  because  they  speak  the 
sentiments  of  New  England,  after  two  hundred  year's 
experience. 

1  am  pleased  to  see  that  you  propose  to  make  "  the 
best  mode  of  instructing  teachers,  preparatory  to  their 
taking  charge  of  schools,"  a  prominent  subject  of  in- 
vestigation. I  am  persuaded  this  is  one  of  the  first  and 
most  important  provisions  to  be  made  in  any  eflfbrt  to 
advance  the  interests  of  education.  The  establishment 
of  schools  for  teachers,  I  think  may  be  regarded  as  be- 
ing at  present,  the  great  desideratum.  The  subject  has 
been  referred  to  committees  by  the  legisl:itiu'es  of  Mas- 
sachusetts and  New  York;  and  very  valuable  pamphlets 
have  been  written  on  the  subject  by  Mr.  Walter  R. 
Johnson  of  Philadelphia,  Rev.  T.  II-  Gallaudett  of 
Hartford,  and  Mr.  James  G.  Carter  of  Lancaster,  Muss. 
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I  menlion  these  sources  of  information,  tliinlcing  it  pos- 
sible you  mig'lit  be  pleased  to  avail  yourself  of  them. 
Were  I  to  venture  a  criticism  upon  the  excellent  jjlans 
■which  have  been  proposed,  1  should  s.iy  that  they  seem 
to  me  to  have  been  drawn  up  on  too  large  a  scale  for  a 
beginning.  It  is  a  recommendation  of  any  scheme,  that 
while  it  is  susceptible  of  indefinite  expansion,  it  admits 
of  but  a  modtrate  brginiiing-.  I  do  not  see  why  all  our 
coUeijes  and  reputable  hig-li  schools,  may  not  become 
nurseries  for  teachers.  I  he  mechanic,  to  learn  a  trade, 
only  wants  an  opportunity  to  practice  under  the  direc- 
tion of  a  skilful  w.irkm.xn.  The  youth  svlio  wishes  to 
acquire  the  art  of  education,  for  it  is  an  art,  needs  two 
things:  an  opporiuni'y  to  acquire  knowledge,  which 
he  m  ly  by  and  by  imp  art  to  others,  and  also  of  a  course 
of  superintended  practice  that  he  may  learn  the  art  of 
communication  and  mental  traininsj.  1  do  not  see  why 
a  system  of  educational  apprenticeship  should  be  more 
impracticable  or  inappropriate  than  any  other.  I  he 
difhculty,  1  afiprehend,  however,  does  not  relate  so 
much  to  the  establishment  of  professional  schools,  as  to 
the  fact,  that  few,  I  may  say  that  almost  no  young 
men  think  it  wor  h  while  to  fit  themselves  for  a  b\isi- 
ness  which  offers  only  the  scantiest  remuneratiim  in 
the  form  of  honor  and  emolument.  Here  I  am  confident  is 
the  source  of  all  the  evilscomplained  of  in  relation  to  the 
defectiveness  andimperfect  diffusion  of  education:  The 
people  do  not  value  it  as  they  ought.  Did  they  rank  it 
among  the  necessaries  of  life,  instead  of  placing'  it  low 
down  on  the  list  of  dispensables,  ag^-nts  in  abundance 
would  soon  find  or  create  means  to  fit  themselves  to 
serve  them  in  the  very  best  manner.  Is  it  not,  then, 
the  demand  for  education,  that  needs  to  be  stimulated? 
Let  this  become  what  it  should  be,  and  the  supply  will 
lake  care  of  iiself  Convinced  that  every  thing  clepends 
upon  the  prevalence  of  an  enlightened  and  liberal  pub- 
lic sentiment  with  regard  to  the  value  of  education,  we 
are  addressing  our  efior's,  in  Kentucky,  to  the  pioduc- 
tion  of  this,  as  the  gvewi  preliminary  measure.  Let  our 
people  once  be  taught  to  think  that  they  cann  't  pos-  ! 
sibly  do  without  goorf  education,  and  they'll  have  it. — 
Almost  all  other  practical  questions  on  the  subject, 
then,  resolve  themselves  into  this:  How  can  this  senti- 
ment be  cre:it<;d?  If  parental  affection,  duty,  patriot- 
ism, pride,  will  not  excite  a  man  to  educate  his  chil- 
dren, (and  we  see  they  are  not  sufficient,)  what  can? 
I  answer,  the  great  ruling  passion,  the  love  of  money.'  — 
But  this  is  just  the  cause  which  now  fetters  and  de- 
presses education.  I'rue — but  it  is  because  it  is  not  en- 
lightened. It  does  not  know  thut  the  best  possi- 
ble way  to  seek  its  gratification,  is  to  spend  money  freely 
for  the  production  of  intelligence,  the  ultimate  source 
ot  all  wealth.  Knowledge-  is  wealth, is  ju^t  as  worthy  of 
becoming  a  settled  maxim,  as  tliat  which  expresses  the 
dependent  relation  between  knowietlge  and  power.  1 
am  surprised  that  political  economists  have  not  insisted 
upon  this  with  greater  emphasis,  when  detailing  the 
sources  of  production.  I  am  satisfied  that  it  remains 
for  their  noble  science  to  construct  an  argnment,  which, 
appealing  to  the  point  of  greatest  sensibility  in  the  pub- 
lic mind,  will  do  more  for  the  diffusion  and  improve- 
ment of  education,  than  all  others  that  have  yet  been 
tried.  Admitting  that  intelligence  and  wealth  sustain 
to  each  (ither  the  relation  of  cause  and  effect,  they  w.ll 
also  be  proportionate.  It  is  easy,  then,  to  show  how 
ignorance,  which  keeps  inictive  th-  mind,  i.  e.  the 
productive  capital  of  a  community,  is  friendly  to  pover- 
ty, and  vice  versa;  and  when  we  take  into  considera- 
tion the  saving  of  time,  board,  clothes,  books,  &.c.  the 
pecuniary  argument  urges,  with  peculLir  force,  the  ad- 
vantages of  good,  above  indlffen  nt  instruction.  I  wi-h 
we  had  a  popular  tract,  setting  forth  these  truths  with 
perspicuity  and  fervour,  and  could  have  a  copy  placed 
in  every  family  in  the  Union.  With  a  view  to  awaken 
and  enlighten  public  sentiment  in  Kentucky,  we  are 
about  to  organize  a  State  Society,  with  county  auxilia- 
ries, and  to  make  an  experiment  at  applying  the  ma. 


chinery  of  the  various  benevolent  societies  to  the  cause 
of  education.  By  means  of  agents,  newspapers,  pamph- 
lets, handbills,  speeches,  sermons  and  conversation,  I 
believe  a  great  deal  can  be  done  this  way. 

Ought  we  not  to  have  a  national  convention  on  this 
subject?  There  is  experience  enough  in  the  Union,  if 
studied  comparatively,  to  answer  all  the  purposes  of 
learning  and  recommendation.  Are  not  our  inquiries 
lirosecutc'd  in  t'>o  isolated  a  manner?  I  perceive  there 
is  scarcely  a  State  in  the  Union,  in  wliicli  there  is  not 
:it  least  one  person  who  has  made  the  subject  of  gener- 
al education  his  particular  study.  Supposing  the  Le- 
gisla'nre  of  evei-y  State  in  the  Union  were  to  employ  at 
least  one  such  person  to  attend  a  national  convention, 
say  in  Philadelphia,  and  that,  availiui?  themselves  of 
the  light  struck  out  i-i  convention,  and  the  information 
and  documents  each  one  could  con  ributc,  they  weie 
to  spend  a  month  or  more,  in  digesting  a  work  on  po- 
pular education;  would  it  not  be  as  cheap  a  mode  of 
getting  the  information  necessary  for  intelligent  legi.^- 
iation,  as  could  be  adopted?  Such  an  arrangement 
would  give  to  each  State  the  benefits  of  the  experience 
of  all  the  rest;  would  repress  the  great  tendency  there 
i- to  implicit  imitation;  would  introduce  more  of  uni- 
formity, and  give  more  of  Hff^iwu;/ character  to  educa- 
tion. If  the  plan  were  proposed  by  the  Legislature  of 
our  State  to  the  Leglstatures  of  the  rcat.mlght  it  not  be 
accomplished? 

In  the  absence  of  a  fund  on  which  to  rely,  in  whole, 
or  e^■en  in  part,  we  are  obliged  in  Kentucky,  and  I  do 
not  much  regret  it,  to  address  ourselves  to  the  reason 
and  interest's  of  the  people.  The  utmost  that  can  be 
hoped  from  our  Legist  .lure  ths  winter,  and  perhaps  all 
that  at  present  should  be  desired,  is,  that  ihey  wrf/r  the 
division  of  the  counties  into  school  districts,  and  author- 
ize the  voluntary  imposition  of  an  ad  valorem  tax.  We 
shall  then  be  able  to  act  upon  the  most  prom. sing  dis- 
tricts  with  the  machinery  of  our  society,  and  the  exam- 
ple of  superior  schools  established  in  this  way,  will,  by 
degrees,  stimulate  to  action  in  others.  We  have  hither- 
to relied  too  m.uch  on  legislation,  and  have  been  wait- 
ing under  the  very  pernicious  impression,  that  nothing 
can  be  done  without  a  fund,  forgetting  that,  under  any 
arrangement,  the  people  cannot  be  relieved  from  sup- 
plying the  money,  the  only  question  being  :is  to  the 
best  method  of  furnishing  it.  We  have  suffered,  too, 
from  the  fdse  impression,  that  the  Legislature  could 
cheapen  the  price  of  education,  and  give  it  to  us  for  al- 
most nothing.  This  appears  to  me  to  have  been  one 
of  the  most  hurtful,  and  at  the  .same  lime  one  of  the 
most  prevalent  mistakes,  ever  made  upon  this  suliject. 
The  laws  which  regulate  wages,  and  the  relation  lie- 
tween  price  and  abiliiy,  are  beyond  the  control  of  le- 
gislation. We  are  endeavoring,  and  with  success,  to 
introduce  into  our  most  profitable  situations,  first  rate 
teachers  from  New  England,  hoping  that  the  difference 
between  a  good  and  bad  workman  will  soon  appear  up- 
on their  jjuplls — thus  making  a  wide  aid  obvious  dif- 
ference, which  inferior  e  'ucaton  docs  not  m:ike,  be- 
tween the  instrufted  and  the  nninsti-ucietl,  thereby 
Ciusing  ignorance  to  become  a  brand  of  disgrace,  which 
no  parent  will  be  willing  that  his  child  shall  we..r. — 
I  am  inclined,  therefore,  to  believe,  that  all  tlie 
purposes  of  d  ffusion  will  be  spontaneously  answer- 
ed, if  we  only  provld«  that  the  education  which  we  do 
give,  shall  be  of  a  superior  character.  If  the  bugbear 
expense  here  present  itself,  I  appeal  to  the  political 
economisi  to  show  \\st\\vi\.  good  education  is  the  cheapest. 
The  acknowledged  mistake  of  New  England  and  i\ew 
York  upon  this  ])oint,  is  conclusive  in  the  way  of  warn- 
ing anrl  advice.  So  long  as  we  encourage  the  people 
to  wait  at  the  door  of  the  piddic  treasury,  expecting 
every  thingfrom  the  Legislature,  and  soliciting  educ:i- 
i  tion  as  a  charity,  they  will  be  listless  and  inactive  theni- 
I  selves.  Elevate  their  taste,  excite  them  tu  desire  ^<,nd 
',  education,  and  we  shall  be  sure  to  have  quan'ny  and 
quality  united. 
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May  I   hope  to  receive  a   copy  of  your  proceedings, 
when' they  shall  have  been  printed? 
Vei-y  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

B.  O.  PEERS. 


Letter  from  W.  R.  Jolinson,  Esq.  cf  Philadel|)lTia. 
PaiLADELPlIIA,  Dep.  30,  1833. 

^amuel  Breck,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir:— Y.uir  favour  of  the  20th  instant  was  duly 
received,  and  afl'orded  me  high  gratification,  from  the 
prospect  of  the  near  approach  to  its  fulfilment,  of  that 
great  constitutional  duty  wliich  was  in  1790  imposed  on 
the  Legislature  of  our'Commonwealtli.  It  will  afford 
me  sincere  pleasure  to  contribute,  in  any  manner,  to- 
wards the  speedy  accompli-iiment  of  the  objects  of  your 
pommitiee.  I  am  at  present  occupied  for  a  few  weeks, 
in  the  delivery  of  two  or  three  courses  <if  lectures, 
which,  in  add.tion  to  other  duties,  liave  prevented  a 
more  prompt  attention  to  your  communication,  and  will 
delay,  in  some  measure,  the  mnre  detailed  observations 
whicli  I  hope  to  offer  in  regard  to  tlie  tliree  topics  ad- 
verted to  in  your  letter,  viz: — common  fchuols,  manual 
labour  in  sclioois,  and  Keminarits  for  teachrrs. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  forward- 
ing a  few  printed  papers,  wiiicii  have,  at  different 
times,  bet-n  presented  to  the  public,  and  which  contain 
some  reference  (more  rr  less  direct)  to  all  these  topics. 
The  earliest  of  these  relates  to  schools  for  teacher.^,  be- 
ing,! believe,  amongtlie  first  productions  in  this  country 
wiiich  had  relation  to  that  kind  of  establishment.  My 
opinions,  in  regard  to  the  details  of  a  sy!.tem  to  be  pur 
sued  in  such  seminaries,  have  been  since  ir.odified  only 
in  respect  to  minor  objects,  I  still  behere,  f>  r  exam- 
ple, notwithstanding  what  has  been  said  by  others  in 
favour  of  a  school  for  teachers  where  nothing  but  the 
qH  nf  teaching  should  be  taught,  that  it  would  be  far 
better  to  follow  the  plan  which  I  recommended  in  1825, 
of  connecting  a  school  for  teachers  with  a  plan  oi  actual 
■instruct inn;  where  various  departments  of  the  arts 
should  be  practised,  and  where  the  candidates  for  the 
office  of  teacher  should  receive  from  competent  mas- 
ters, some  instruction  in  the  way  of  lectures  or  other- 
wise, in  the  higher  and  mnre  important  branches  of 
viseful  knowledge.  This  would  render  the  institution 
at  once  useful  hs  a  model,  useful  as  a  disseminator  of 
positive  information,  and  more  attractive  than  it  could 
be  made,  if  confined  to  the  simple  verbal  explanation 
of  plans  and  methods  of  impartirg  kiiowledge. 

In  a  school  of  this  kind,  a  provision  fur  manual  la- 
bour ought  undoubtedlv  to  constitute  a  d.stinsuishing 
feature,  both  because  those  who  will  resort  to  it  will  be 
likely  to  come  fi-om,  and  ultimately  resort  to  places 
where  their  knowledge  of  the  useful  arts  will  be  put  in 
special  requisition,  and  also  because  their  age  and  cir- 
cumstances will,  in  most  instance  s,  permit  if  not  require 
an  exertion  of  some  kind, to  defray  the  expenses  of  their 
maintenance  and  education.  1  his  practice,  together 
with  such  knowledge  as  they  would  acquire  from  lec- 
tures, an,d  the  experience  in  teacliing  which  they  would 
obtain  in  the  n:)odel  school,  would  qualify  the  young 
men  sent  forth  from  the  establishment,  to  serve  with 
ability  and  acceptance, the  districts  in  which  they  should 
i^fterwards  be  employed. 

'in  regard  to  the  system  of  common  schools,  you  will 
find  in  the  accompanying  description  of  the  New  York 
system,  my  views,  in  pait,  respecting  the  general  fea- 
tures, to  be  embraced  in  its  construction.  It  has  ap- 
peared to  me,  that  the  duties  of  superintendent  of 
schools  will,  when  our  State  shall  have  adopted  an  ef- 
fective system,  be  sufBcientiy  important  and  absorbing 
to  demand  the  services  of  a  separate  officer,  who  should 
^;)C«tbe  embarrassed  with  other  engagements,  as  are  the 
several  executive  functionaries  already  existing. 
\  can  only  add,  that  I  remain,  with  high  respect, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

\y.  R.  .TOIINSON. 


We  are  indebted  to  our  former  correspondent  for 
the  two  following  communications  on  the  history  of  the 
locust,  which  he  appears  to  have  been  pursuing  very 
attentively.  It  is  an  interesting  subject,  and  we  should 
be  glad  to  collect  and  preserve  well  authenticated  facts 
respecting  this  insect,  especially  as,  to  what  has  lately 
been  asserted  respecting  its  noxious  properties,  apd 
also  the  time  of  its  appearance  and  disappearance  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  State. 


For  the  Rt'gister. 
THE  AMEUICAN  MOLE   LOCUST, 
No.  3. 
I    remarked  before,  that  when   they  emergi  d  from 
the   earth    they    are  in   the    pupa  form.     After   every 
rain  more  and  more  are  seen  to  burst  through  the  earth. 
They  were  most  numerous  on  the  tenth,  thirteenth  and 
fourteenth  of  this  month.     These  insects  are  furnished 
with  a  Proboscis,  with  which  they  can  penetrate  through 
wood.     Many  of  them  when  taken  from  a  plant  indicate 
much  anger,  and  a  readiness  to  revenge  the  insu'.t.    I  he 
male  during  a  hat  sun,  will  make  a  great  noise  by  means 
of  instruments   covered  by  cartilaginous  coats.     These 
folded  membranes  are  curious;  they  are   operated  on 
by   a  powerful   muscle;    these  constitute   the   drum, 
which   by  contraction,   dilation  and  vibration,  produce 
considerable  noise.     There  are  four  belts  running  par- 
allel round  the  belly.     The  female  cuts  into  the  young 
and  tender  branches  of  trees  and  shrubs,  through  the 
s^p  or  new  wood  and  deposits  its  eggs  in  lines  from  Iwoi 
inches,  to  fourteen  inches  in  length.     The  eggs  are  of 
an    oblong   form,    and   very   numerous.       The   Peach, 
Cherry     and    Apple   trees — Currant    and    Gooseberry 
bushes — .also  the  Grape  Vine.    They  appear  to  be  most 
fond  of  the  Peach.  Many  trees  they  will  not  even  alight 
on,  and  when  placed  on  them  will  evince  considerable 
agitation  or  excitement.     During  warm  dry  days,  many 
were  seen  to  alight  on  damp  places,  and  they  appeared 
to  extract  moisture  with  the  two  foremost  legs,  and  af- 
ter obtaining  a  supply,  then  to  walk  to  the  nearest  tiee 
and  ascend.     I   have  observed  that  if  the  locusts  are 
vigorous,  that  birds  are  apparently  afraid  of  them,  but 
when    from  cold  or   other  causes  they    are  unable  ta 
struggle,  they  easily  fall  a  prey  not  only  to  birds,  but 
ants.     'I  he  Squirrel  is,  very  fond  of  Locusts,  leaves  his. 
hole  without  his  usual  care,  and  is  shot  by  the  sports- 
man.    Several  boys  have  been  severely  injured  by  Lo- 
custs, but  they  were  the  first  aggressors,  as  the  Locust 
will  only  sting  in  selfdefence.     I  mentioned  that  Lo- 
custs first  came  under  my  observation  on  the  twentieth 
of  May,  b,ut  they  were  seen  in  this  vicinity  as  early  as 
the  tenth  of  that  month.     The  Locust  tree  is  the  favor- 
ite tree  of  the  Locust.     The  young  trees  will  be  found 
covered  with  Locusts.     "When  they  come  up  in  fields 
withoiit  a  tree,   they  creep  to  a  post  and  deposit  the 
shell,  then  wing  their  way  to  the  Locust  tree,  or  such 
'  tree  as  is  equally  tender. 

The  Acacia  and  Robinia,  derive  the  name  of  Locust 
from  the  attachment  of  this  insect.  Although  many 
Locusts  died  on  the  night  of  the  fifteenth  of  June,  yet 
their  places  were  supplied  by  those  which  made  V'^'r' 
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appearance  above  the  earth  the  same  night.  The  Lo- 
custs attach  themselves  to  the  lower  surface  of  a  leaf; 
I  have  not  remarked  any  indication  of  tlieiriiaving  eaten, 
but  from  the  manner  in  which  they  use  their  legs  I  in- 
cline to  the  opinion  thut  they  extract  the  vegetable  juice  I 
fur  their  nourishment. 

•June  18th.  Numbers  die  off  daily,  both  male  and  fc- 
male.  Last  night  there  was  a  severe  hail  and  thunder 
gust,  the  ground  this  morning,  \n  many  places,  is 
strewed  with  the  dead  and  dying.  A  few  also  emerged 
from  the  earth,  so  that  we  shall  still  hear  the  buz  of 
this  insect  some  time,  althoiigli  vast  numbers  have  al 
ready  perished.  1  he  influence  of  an  invigorattng  sun 
to-day,  has  made  the  Survivors  unusually  noisy.  As  the 
evening  grows  dark  the  Locusts  leave  the  trees,  "  to" 
which  manj-  are  destined  never  to  return,"  for  shrubs 
or  plants  where  they  m:iy  safely  shelter  for  tlie  night. 
Yours, 

C  R. 

LANCAsn.n,  June  19,  183-1. 

No.  4. 
It  appears  questionable  whether  those  insects  can 
sting  to  produce  death,  or  even  injury.  The  Sand 
Wasp  is  an  enemy  of  the  Locust,  and  is  found  frequent- 
ly preying  on  it;  the  sting  of  this  Wasp  is  very  severe, 
and  boys  in  their  eagernes  to  gather  up  Locusts,  may 
through  mistake  take  up  a  Sand  Wasp  with  them.  1 
know  several  persons  who  have  tried  to  make  Locusts 
sting  them,  but  without  success.  I  incline  to  the  opin- 
ion that  they  are  incapable  of  doing  injury  in  this  way. 
I  have  not  yet  had  satisfactory  evidence  as  to  the 
fact. 

June  20lh.  The  Locusts  are  getting  hghterand  liglit- 
er;  every  night  diminishes  their  numbers.  The  elder 
bushes  are  cat  up  with  deep  incisions,  in  which  the 
eggs  are  deposited.  I  hnve  not  yet  heard  of  a  young 
insect  leaving  the  egg.  Many  birds  eat  the  eggs  gree- 
dily fi'om  the  perforated  branches.  As  afeware  emerg- 
ing from  the  earth,  their  music  m  <y  probably  continue 
until  the  fourth  of  July. 

There  are  many  trees  to  which  the  Locusts  have  a 
great  antipathy,  especially  the  Fir  species.  I  have  seen 
them  on  the  Chestnut,  Poplar,  Maple,  Hickory,  and 
Ash,  to  all  of  which  they  appear  to  attach  themselves 
willingly,  with  the  exception  of  Hickory. 

I  have  remarked  that  the  Locusts  may  continue  until 
the  fourth  of  July,  as  an  account  of  the  celebration  of 
that  day  in  1817  says,  "we  were  regaled  with  the  music 
of  the  Locusts." 

The  Harvest  Locust  is  called  Union  I^ocust  from  the 
letter  Uon  its  back,  but  the  Seventeen  Years  Locust  is 
called  War  Locimt  from  the  letter  ^Fon  each  wing. 

June  20th.  The  music  of  the  Locust  diminishes  daily 
in  sound. 

The  Locusts  have  two  distinct  Musicians;  one  is  call- 
ed the  Screecher,  from  its  discordant  notes;  the  other 
the  Organist,  from  its  harmony  or  resemblance  to  the 
organ.  This  morning,  in  taking  off  a  Loc\ist  from  one 
of  the  finer  sorts  of  China  R.ises,  I  narrowly  escaped 
being  stung  by  a  large  wasp  which  had  attached  itself 
to  this  insect. 


June  21st.  I  have  not  discovered  any  indication  of  a 
pupa  making  its  appearance  the  last  night,  from  which 
circumstance  I  infer  that  the  Locusts  will  disappear 
early  in  July.  It  is  not  a  little  remarkable  that  the  pu- 
pas  vary  much  in  size;  many  are  considerably  larger 
than  others.  Of  the  Locust,  one  is  called  the  Small 
Mole,  the  other  the  Large  Mole. 

Many  an  observer  carries  a  magnifying  gla's,  with 
which  he  is  enabled  to  examine  the  pupa,  the  Locust, 
and  the  egg;  he  is  fully  rewarded  for  his  curiosity  by 
the  singular  organization  of  this  mysterious  insect. 
Birds  and  poultry  are  fond  of  the  Locust,  and  even 
dogs,  cats,  and  rats  devour  them  greedily.  It  is  by  the 
short  tremulous  quick  motion  of  the  wing  that  the  Lo- 
cust puts  his  musical  m.achinery  into  .action-  It  is  sup- 
posed, when  the  Locust,  as  soon  as  it  acquires  its  per- 
fect form,  having  its  full  strength,  that  it  is  then  able 
to  play  its  lively  and  not  unpleasant  notes;  but  as  it 
loses  its  strength,  its  pipes  become  less  and  less  agreea- 
ble, until  finally  it  is  a  screecher  from  m.cre  exhaustion. 

Lancastf.h,  June  2lst,  1834.  c.   R. 

Tu£  Locusts. — At  the  expir>jtion  of  the  usual  period 
of  seventeen  years,  the  locusts  have  made  their  appear- 
ance in  the  country  east  of  the  Allegheny.  They  are 
now  found  in  great  abundance  as  far  as  the  veiy  base  of 
the  mountains.  Here  they  are  stayed.  They  have  ne- 
ver made  their  appearance  on  the  mountains.  The 
oldest  inhabitants  of  the  country  have  never  seen  them 
here.  We  know  that  in  1832  they  were  in  great  num- 
bers west  of  tlie  mountain.s,  and  none  were  here.  We 
do  not  pretend  to  explain  this  singular  circumstance. 
Whether  their  non-appearance  here  is  owing  to 
something  peculiar  in  the  timber,  the  soil,  or  climate, 
is  beyond  our  means  of  information.  We  merely  slate 
the  facts,  let  others  speculate  upon  the  cause. — Ebena- 
Sky.  ^ 

A  destructive  fii'e  lately  occuired  at  Germantown  in 
M'Lehman's  Lumberyard,  on  which  several  of  our  fire 
companies  rendered  essential  ser\ice,  on  which  the 
Telegrapii  remarks: 

Notwithstanding  the  fire  occurred  at  a  dead  hour  of 
the  night,  and  some  of  the  companies  had  to  drag  their 
heavy  apparatus  upwards  of  «/.r  n»7es,  and  the  others 
nearly  the  same  distance,  over  rough  uneven  roads;  yet 
such  is  the  vigilance  and  undaunted  spirit  of  this  valua- 
ble class  of  citizens,  that  in  one  hour  and  fifteen  minutes 
afier  the  fire  was  fi'St  discovered  here,  thirteen  Engine 
and  Hose  Companies  from  Philidrlphia,  accompanied 
by  between /jur  and  five  hundred  firemen  and  several 
hundred  citizens  were  on  the  ground,  to  extend  the 
hand  of  help. 

The  fo. lowing  is  a  list  of  the  several  companies  ad- 
verted to  in  the  preceding  paragraph,  viz: 

Eni^ines  Companies.  —  Fail-mount, Good  Intent,  North- 
ern Liberty,  America,  anr!  Philadelphia. 

Hose  Companies. — Independence,  [the  first  on  the 
ground  from  tlie  city,]  Diligent,  Washington,  Resolu- 
tion, United  Slates,  Neptune,  La  Fayet'e,  and  Pennsyl- 


PorrsTiLiE,  May  24. 
Hail  Stohm. — The  inhabitants  of  the  lower  part  of 
this  county  were  visited  with  a  violent  hail  storm  on 
Thursday  evening  last.  Some  of  the  hail  stones  are 
represented  to  have  been  as  large  as  a  common  sized 
wahnit.  All  kinds  of  grain  has  been  injured  considera- 
hly. 
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Cloudy  d  ly, 
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Cloudy —rain, 

Cloudy  day. 

Cloudy  day, 

Clear  day, 

Cloudy  (lay, 
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Cloudy  day, 

Cloudy  day, 

Cloudy  day, 

(yiear  day. 

Clear  day, 

Cloudy — snow, 

Clo'j  day, snow  at  night 

Cloudy,  snow  and  rain, 

Rain— cloudy, 

Drizzling  rain — snow. 

Clear  day. 

Cle.ir  day. 

Cloudy  day, 

Clear  day. 

Cloudy — rain, 

(Cloudy  day. 

Cloudy — rain, 

Clear  day. 

Cloudy  day, 

Clear  day. 

Clear  day. 

Snow — snow. 

Cloudy  day. 


Maximum  on  the 
Minimum  on  the 
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Barometer. 


Maximum  on  the  6lh, 
Minimum  on  the  17th, 
Difference, 
Mean, 


30  06  inches. 

29.29  •' 

00.77  " 

29.80  " 


From  the  Commercial  Herald. 
WEST  CHESTEK. 

Vou  a-k  for  a  bird's-eye  view  of  West  Chester-  Well, 
come  with  me  to  the  top  of  Everhart's  new  Hotel. 
Here  we  find  ourselves  perched  some  sixty  feet  above 
the  town,  like  Asmodeus  and  Don  Cleofas  upon  the 
steeple  of  St  Salvador;  not  like  tlicm,  however,  to  pry 
into  peoplt-s  secrets,  expose  their  folies,  and  satiarise 
their  vices;  we  would  look  at  the  fair  outside,  the  use- 
ful, and  the  agreeable. 

What  a  fine  clear  sky  and  delightful  refreshing  atmos- 
phere, is  youi  first  exclamation. 

Yes,  but  our  sky  and  clouds,  and  all  that,  were 
sufficiently  dwelt  upon  by  your  neighbour  across 
the  way,  in  his  description  of  a  visit  here  la.^t  summer. 

What  a  beautiful  little  town— snug,  compact,  and 
standing  out  in  bold  relief  amidst  the  verdant  luxuri- 
ance of  a  fertile  field,  the  country  round  gently  undula- 
ting, and  nothing  within  the  horizon  so  high  as  where 
we  stand. 

Our  town  contains  about  1,500  inhabitants;  inest  of 
the  buildings  which  you  see  are  new;  it  is  the  seat  of 
justice  for  the   most  wealthy  county  in  the  State,  next 


to  Philadelphia  and  Lancaster;  and  next  to  Rerks,  the 
most  populous.  Prior  to  1786  the  spot  was  only  known 
as  a  tavern  stand,  by  the  name  of  the  Turk's  Head.  It 
was  not  'till  within  a  few  years,  that  its  advantages  and 
resources  began  to  be  appreciated.  The  last  assess- 
ment returns  show  the  valuation  of  real  estate  within 
the  Borough,  to  be  §319,534,  and  c^f  personal  property 
subject  to  taxation,  §535,660.  A  million,  would  not, 
probably,  cover  the  actual  value.  The  rail  road  will, 
no  doubt,  add  to  the  growth  and  population,  so  soon  as 
the  country  is  relieved  from  its  embarrassments. 
Where  are  we,  exactly,  upon  the  mapi' 
About  tweiity-tv.'o  miles  west  of  Philadelphia,  sixteen 
miles  north  of  XA'ilmington,  and  forty  miles  east  of  Lan- 
caster' The  distance  to  the  Pennsylvania  Rail  Road, 
by  the  nearest  cat,  is  four  miles,  to  the  Lancaster  turn- 
pike, five  miles,  and  to  the  Yellow  Springs,  ten  miles. 
The  distance  to  the  cii)'  by  the  rail  ro  .d,  which  keeps 
the  high  ground  to  its  junction  with  the  State  rail 
road,  nine  miles  north  east  of  this  place,  is  thiriy-one 
miles. 

And  what  is  there  interesting  within  this  beautiful  ho- 
rizon, more  than  the  eye  can  see,' — who  cultivate  these 


1834.] 


TRIBUTE  TO  LA  FAYEITE. 


415 


fertile  fields?  what  streams  flow  through  them?  what  are 
ynur  historical  associations?  what  your  traditionary 
tides?  wliat  your  relics  oT  the  aborg'ines,  and  what  of 
the  Revolii'.ion'  But  who  can  tell  me  all  about  your 
geology,  botany  and  mineralogy. 

Just  this  side  of  that  range  of  hills,  which  bound  the 
prospect,  west,  flows  tlie  Brandyvvine.  The  two 
branches  of  this  streum  unite  about  four  miles  from 
hence.  Its  liills  are  among  the  best  cultivated  and  most 
productive  portions  of  the  county.  The  inliabitants  are 
generally  descendants  of  the  primitive  settlers,  who 
came  over  with  V\'illiam  Penn,  and  it  is  not  uncommon 
to  see  a  large  tract  hi  the  hands  of  the  fourth,  fifth,  and 
sixth  generation  from  the  ancestor  who  took  it  up.  The 
rain  which  falls  from  the  soutli  side  of  the  roof  of  our 
Court  House,  flows  into  the  Cedar  Creek,  which  heads 
some  three  miles  to  tlie  north  west. 

Turning  to  the  southwest,  you  see  the  vicinity  of 
Chad's  Ford,  seven  miles  distant,  and  Birmini^ham 
meeting  house,  four  miles;  celebrated  in  Revolittionary 
history,  and  can  almost  trace  with  yoiu-  eye,  the  route 
of  Cornwallis,  from  Kennet  Square,  up,  crossing  at 
.leftiies  Ford,  passing  within  two  miles  of  us,  over  Os- 
borne's hill,  and  attacking  our  army  at  the  street  road 
and  Birmingham  graveyard.  Go  ii, to  the  neighborhood, 
and  you  may  still  he:ir  a  thousand  ciu-ious  incidents  of 
the  battle,  from  cye-witnes-es,  and  a  thousind  tradi- 
tionary tales,  the  truth  of  wh  ch  it  is  not  now  eusv  to 
ascertain.  Yon  will,  however,  most  likely  see  many  of 
the  missiles,  whicli  on  tl;at  bloody  day,  caused  wounds, 
and  death,  and  weeping,  and  sorrow. 

The  disciple  of  Penn,  and  advocate  of  his  peaceful 
tenets,  seldom  ploughs  a  field  in  that  vicinity  without 
turning  up  a  bul'et,  or  a  grape  shot,  and  pausing  to  re- 
flect, -^his  little  piece  of  lead  or  iron  laid  a  strong  man 
low — made  his  proud  heart  cease  to  beat — mayhap, 
some  wife  a  widow  and  children  fa'herless;  probably  it 
slew  my  countryman;  but  whether  fiiend  or  foe,  it  was 
a  rueful  deed. 

Of  the  aborigines,  it  is  not  many  years  since  we  buried 
Indian  Hannah,  the  last  of  our  I.eni  F.enape.  The 
scites  of  their  wigwanns  are  still  pointed  out,  and  every 
now  and  then,  an  arrow  head,  or  rude  stone  hatchet, 
reminds  us  that  this  ground  was  once  occupied  by  the 
red  man. 

For  our  natural  history  I  must  refer  you  to  our  Cabi- 
net, with  an  intimation  that  those  who  are  learned  in  | 
this  way,  report  the  locality  as  uncommonly  rich  in  spe-  j 
cimens  of  plants  and  minerals.  j 

But  what  a  shabby  old  jail  is  this  directly  under  our 
eye,  for  a  country  so  rich  and  prosperous,  and  a  town 
so  flourishing! 

True,  very  true — and  things  are  worse  inside  than  out. 
There  are  four  or  five  persons  confined  here  now  for 
murder,  and  probably  many  others  tor  high  crimes  and 
misdemeanors,  who  have  the  range  of  the  whole  build- 
ing in  the  day  time,  and  a  yard,  in  common  with  any 
Tinfortunate  debtor  who  may  chance  to  be  unable  to  find 
bail.  All  herd  together  indiscrimini;tely,  without  clas- 
sification, and  if  I  mistake  not,  this  same  jail  yard  has 
been  used  from  time  immemorial,  as  a  ball-alley,  by  the 
young  men  and  boys  of  the  town.  But  stop,  Asmodeus 
i-eminds  me  that  I  am  trespassing  upon  his  prerogative. 
Call  upon  the  Committee  of  the  Athenaeum  rooms,  and 
they  will  show  you  a  substitute  for  all  this,  in  an  inge- 
nious and  beautiful  design  tor  public  buildintjs  here,  by 
an  eminent  arLhitect,  the  immediate  execution  of  which 
would  be  actual  economy  to  the  county,  and  which  we 
hope  soon  to  see  accomplished.  In  the  mean  time  do 
not  scan  that  old  Court  House  too  minutely;  look  oidy 
at  the  cupola  with  its  glittering  ball  and  vane.  If  you 
have  business,  by  all  means  go  into  the  public  offices 
and  examine  the  records  of  early  judicial  proceedings 
in  the  province,  which  were  removed  here  with  the 
seat  of  justice  from  old  Chester,  the  Upland  of  William 
Penn. 

What  low  stone  building  is  that  on  the  hill,  a  little 


north,  shaded  by  a  gcove  of  locust  trees  and  Athenian 
poplars. 

That  is  the  first  meeting  house  built  by  the  Society 
of  Friends,  in  12,  17  and  just  back  of  it  is  the  ceme- 
tery, where  lie  interred  the  remains  of  our  late  Senator, 
Barnard. 

A  little  to  the  south  I  observe  a  chaste  and  classic 
building  with  a  recess  portico,  and  two  beauiifid  Ionic 
coluinns;  the  whole  rough-cast,  as  if  in  imitation  of 
granite.  It  is  the  new  Presbyterian  Church,  75  fctt  in 
length  by  45,  and  cost  about  six  thousand  dollars,  of 
which  your  good  people  of  the  city  helped  us  to  nearly 
one-fourth;  the  church  is  regularly  organized,  with  a 
settled  clergyman,  and  flourishing  congregation. 

What  three  story  house  is  this  up  market  street,  with 
tall  poplar  treess  in  front,  which  seems  to  be  connect- 
ed with  another  large  building  in  good  architectural  taste 
upon  the  same  lot  fronting  Gay  street? 

The  Westchester  Academy,  with  the  new  boarding 
house  attached  to  it,  designed  by  Strickland — the  whole 
now  under  the  superintendence  of  that  distinguished 
teacher  and  author  of  elementary  works  upon  the 
French  language,  Mr.  Anthony  Bulmar;  under  his  aus- 
pices, and  with  the  aid  of  a/ecent  grant  from  the  Legis- 
lature, this  promises  to  be  a  flourishing  and  highly  use- 
ful seminary. 

Look  again  to  the  south,  and  you  will  see  another  large 
building  with  a  promenade  on  the  top — every  thing 
around  it  expressing  coinfort,  neatness,  and  taste. 
1  hat  is  the  Female  Boarding  School,  under  the  care 
of  the  Society  ofFriends,  but  not  requiring  the  scholars 
to  belong  to  this  society.  It  is  in  excellent  hands,  quite 
prosperous,  and  without  doubt  one  of  the  best  female 
boarding  schools  in  the  country. 

And  here  directly  beneath  us  is  our  snug  new  Market 
House,  well  supplied  with  provisions  on  Wednesdays 
and  Saturdays,aiid  surrounded  by  an  excellent  McAdain- 
ised  street. 

This  large  hotel,  and  most  of  the  buildings  south  and 
west  of  it,  are  on  the  WoUerton  farm,  which  Mr.  Ever- 
hart  purchased  a  few  years  ago  and  laid  out  in  streets 
and  lots. 

There  are,  besides  this,  several  excellent  public 
houses  in  the  borough,  one  of  them  a  temperance 
house. 

Well,  before  we  go  down  to  refresh,  do  tell  me  whose 
is  this  farm  to  the  south-east,  just  beyond  the  Female 
Seminary,  enclosed  and  divided  by  thorn  hedges, 
tr  mmed  as  neat  and  handsome  as  the  box  of  a  trarden 
walk? 

That  is  Dr.  O 's,  the  author  of  Fforufa  Cestrlca, 

formerly  a  member  of  Congress,  president  of  the  board 
of  canal  commissioners,  &c. 

For  a  complete  view  of  the  statistics  of  the  county,  I 
refer  you  to  the  last  Republican  and  Democrat  printed 
here,  a  copy  of  which  you  will  please  accept." 

Come  and  realize  this  imaginary  visit,  you  and  your 
city  friends,  when  the  time  arrives  that  you  would  leave 
the  brick  walls  and  stone  pavements  of  town,  for  the 
green  fields  and  elbow-room  of  the  country. 

Yours,  adieu. 

From  the  Philadelphia  Gazette. 
TRIBUTE    TO   LA  FAYETTE. 

June  20. 
A  special  meeting  of  the  City  Councils  held  this 
morning,  at  11  o'cl.ck.  In  the  Select  Council,  Mr. 
Meredith  offered  the  following  resolutions  which  were 
unanimously  adopted,  and  concurred  in  by  Common 
Coimcil. 

Whereas,  the  cause  of  freedom  has  sustained  an  ir- 
reparable loss  in  the  decease  of  General  La  Fayette. 

And  wlicr.  as,  during  the  life  of  that  venerable  and 
distinguished  man,  he  was  especially  dear  to  the  pro- 
pie  of  the  United  States,  as  their  adopted  fellow  citizen, 

•  See  Reg.  last  week. 
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and  the  generous  friend  of  iheii-  country  in  the  hour  of;  mond,  Thomas  Pipes,  and Layton,  the  Captain  of 

her  utmost  peril,    and  is  especially  entitled  to  their  re-   the  Cars.     In  the  attempt  to  gam  the  centre   post  be- 
collection  and  reffrets,  now  that  he  is  no  more.  tween  the  turn-outs  near  plane  No.  3,  the  tiam  came  in 

■'■"■■■■-  violent  contact  with  anotlier  approaching- from  the  op- 
posite direction.  As  soon  as  the  dang-er  was  perceived, 
all,  except  Mr.  Gillan,  lenped  from  the  Car.  He,  nt^t 
possessini^  equal  presence  of  mind,  continued  in  his 
seat.  When  the  C<rs  m^t,  he  was  crushed  between 
them  and  insiantly  killed.  Mr.  Gillan  has  left  fuur  small 
children  to  mourn  the  unfortunate  death  of  the  last  of 
their  parents,  their  mother  having'  died  only  a  few 
weeks  since. 

On  the  same  day,  a  woman  said  to  be  of  the  name 
ofMonahan,  was  killed  by  a  Car  passing-  over  her  at 
plane  No.  10. 


And  whereas,  an  expression  of  affectionate  respect 
is  the  genuine  and  appropriate  tribute  due  from  free- 
men, to  the  benefactors  of  their  country: 

Resolved,  That  these  Councils  have  learned  with 
deep  regret  the  decease  of  General  Lafayette. 

i'hat  they  bear  in  affectionate  remembrance  the  vir- 
tues of  the  deceased,  and  cherish  for  his  fame  the  warm- 
est attachment  an  1  the  most  unfeigned  respect. 

That  in  life  he  united  the  iieroism  of  the  soldier,  the 
disinterestedness  of  the  patriot,  and  the  wisdom  and 
consistency  of  the  enlightened  statesman,  with  a  con- 
stant, zealous  and  efficient  devotion  to  the  cause  of  ge- 
nuine freedom  throughout  the  world. 

That  this  nation  owes  to  him  a  debt  of  gratitude  which 
can  never  be  effectually  cancelled,  for  an  active  perse- 
vering friendship  during  a  protracted  life,  and  for  ha- 
ving carried  with  him  to  the  grave,  after  a  thousand 
trials  and  temptations,  the  proud  title  of  an  Americar 
citizen,  unblemished  by  repi-oach. 

That  the  Mayor  of  the  city  be  requested  to  commu- 
nicate to  the  family  of  the  deceased,  the  heart  felt  sym- 
pathy of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  loss  which  has 
been  sustained  by  the  two  nations,  of  which  he  was  a 
distinguished,  a  patriotic,  and  an  honored  citizen — and 
by  the  world  at  large — a  loss  however  which  is  peculi- 
arly their  own. 

That  the  Halls  of  these  Councils  be  placed  in  mourn- 
ing for  the  spuce  of  six  months. 

That  the  bells  of  Christ  Church  be  muffled  and  toll- 
ed. 

That  these  resolutions  be  published  in  all  the  dally 
^<zettes  of  the  city. 

That  a  committee,  consisting  of  three  members  of 
each  ('ouncil,  be  appointed  to  carry  these  resolutions 
into  effect. 

The  committee  under  the  last  resolution,  consists  of 
Messrs.  Ingersoll,  Meredith,  and  Metherill,  of  the  Se- 
lect, and  Messrs.  Chandler,  Schott,  and  Montelius,  of 
Common  Council. 

In  Common  Council,  ^ir.  Chandler  in  the  chair,  a 
supplement  tu  the  ordinance  authorising  the  construc- 
tion of  an  iron  fence  around  Washington  Square,  sus- 
pending the  operation  of  said  ordinance  for  one  year, 
was  offered  and  adopted.     Select  Council  concurred. 

Various  other  public  demonstr.itions  of  respect  are  in 
preparation,  by  societies,  &.c.  In  obedience  lo  general 
orders,  guns  were  fired  at  the  Navy  Yard  during  tlie 
day  after  the  instructions  were  received — and  the  co- 
lours of  vessels  displayed  at  half  mast.  For  further  par- 
ticulaissee  next  vol. 


A  Mammoth  Trout.  —  Gen.  Cadwal'ader  and  lady, 
of  Philadelphia,  being  on  a  visit  to  Bethlehem,  Pa,,  Mr. 
G.  H.  Goundie  presented  to  Mr.  Zeigler,  of  the  liagle 
Hotel,  one  of  the  largest  brook  trout  perhaps  ever 
known  in  this  country,  which  was  served  up  in  his  best 
style,  at  a  dinner  last  Monday  to  the  General  and  lady, 
and  a  party  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  Bethlehem,  Pa. 
The  trout  measured  22  inches  in  length,  19  inches  in 
circumference,  and  weighed  7i  lbs.  It  was  raised  by 
Mr.  .'acob  Schneider  of  the  Lehigh  Water  Gap,  who 
had  kept  it  for  the  last  six  years  in  a  trough  in  the  se- 
cond story  of  his  house.  We  understand  Mr.  G.  of 
Bi  thlehem  has  about  400  fine  trout  yet  in  his  front 
house,  measuring  from  10  to  17  inches  in  length — Eas- 
ton  Sentinel. 


From  the  Ebensburg,  Pa  Sky. 
RAIL  RUAD  ACCIDENTS. 
It  becomes  our  melancholy  duty  to  record  three  dis- 
astrous deaths  which  have  occurred  on  the  Portage 
Rail  Road-  On  Saturday  Last  a  car  broke  loose  at  the 
■head  of  Plane  No.  1,  and  descending  with  inconceiva- 
ble velocity,  struck  again  it  and  broke  one  of  the  posts 
of  the  shed  at  the  foot  of  tlie  plane.  A  respectable 
stranger,  the  only  person  in  the  car,  was  thrown  by  the 
violence  of  the  concussion,  a  distance  of  sixty  feet,  up 
on  a  slope  wall,  from  which  he  rolled  into  the  Cone- 
maugh.  He  was  immediaiely  taken  out.  Life  was  not 
extinct,  but  his  scull  was  fractured  and  his  body  much 
bruised.  Medical  aid  was  procured  as  soon  as  practica- 
ble, and  every  attention  given  to  relieve  his  sufferings, 
but  in  vain.  He  languished  in  a  state  of  stupor  until 
Sunday  evening,  when  his  life  ceased. 

On  Monday  last,  Mr.  Michael  Gallan  of  Summerhlll 
township,  in  this  county,  was  sitting  on  the  front  part  of 
a  train  of  Cars,  in  company  with  Me  srs.    John  Ham 
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On  Thursday  afternoon  about  a  quarter  past  4  o'clock, 
Mr.  y.\\\s,  an  American  sronaut,  resident  of  Baltimore, 
gr.itified  the  citizens  with  the  sight  of  the  most  beauli- 
fullialloon  ascension  which  has  probably  ever  been  wit- 
nessed in  this  city.  The  daj-  was  favourable  though 
unusually  warm,  the  wind  about  S.  W.  The  balloon 
ascended  majestically  from  the  inchsure  in  Broad  streetj 
between  Spruce  and  Pine  streets,  and  passed  a  great 
poition  of  the  city  at  a  moderate  height.furnishing  every 
one  almost  a  favourable  view. 

Such  an  occ  urrence  as  the  ai^cension  of  a  balloon 
being  rare,  a  great  number  of  persons  were  attract 
ed  to  the  placej  as  gratuitous  spectators.  The 
price  of  admittance  to  the  inclosure  was  seventy -fiie 
cents,  which  many  thought  too  high  a  price.  Mr. 
Blanchard  made  the  first  ascension  in  America,  from  the 
Walnut  street  prison  yard,  on  the  9th  of  June  1793, 
and  charged  ^5  for  first  seats,  and  §2  for  second,  but 
even  at  this  rate  fell  short  of  the  expenses;  so  that  a 
subscription  was  circulated  to  aid  him.  In  1797,  he  sent 
up  a  parachute  conluiuing  several  animals  which  de- 
scended on  Market  street  wharf 

This  num^jer  closes  oiu-  13th  volume.  The  Index 
will  appe.U'  with  an  e.irly  number  of  the  next  volume. 
No  other  portion  of  our  work  probably,  contains  the  his- 
tory of  a  period  so  eventful  and  important. 


Printed  every  Saturday  morning,  by  Wm.    F. 
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